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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, December 6, 2009; Rally to open proposed Inner Belt Bridge to pedestrians and bicycles, Lincoln 
Park, Tremont Neighborhood: A group of cyclists heads out after the rally for a trek to downtown Cleve-
land via the fl ats. Protesters hope a new Inner Belt bike and pedestrian path would create a safe and more 
direct route to downtown Cleveland.

               PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Friday, December 11, 2009; Senior Christmas Party, West Side Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: (L 
to R): WSCH Staff Member Renee Aeten and Hanna Bourne share the holiday spirit.

Cyclist and pedestrians urge ODOT to provide access to Inner Belt Bridge
by Chuck Hoven

A Sunday, December 6th rally 
at Lincoln Park in the Tremont 
neighborhood, calling for a bicycle 
and pedestrian pathway along the 
proposed Inner Belt Bridge, drew 
about eighty cyclists, walkers and 

even a few babies in strollers. Those 
gathered at the event wrote letters to 
the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion (ODOT) urging the addition of 
a safe protected pedestrian and 
bicycle path on the new Inner Belt 
Bridge.

Congressman Dennis J. Kucinich 
made an appearance at the rally, 
lending his support to the cause 
with a letter of support addressed 
to Governor Ted Strickland.

Kevin Cronin, President of Cleve-
landBikes, urged supporters to 

attend a Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency (NOACA) 
meeting on December 11th to urge 
area transportation planners to sup-
port the bike and pedestrian path on 
the proposed bridge. Jim Sheehan 
of Ohio City Bicycle Co-op described 
each of the two routes from Tremont 
to downtown Cleveland recom-
mended by the Ohio Department 
of Transportation. Participants in 
the rally split into two groups – one 
taking the shorter route to down-
town via the Abbey Bridge and the 
Lorain Carnegie Bridge, and the 
other taking a longer and more dif-
fi cult route via the fl ats. Organizers 
hoped to point out the lack of safety 
and the additional traveling distance 
involved in following the ODOT 
recommended routes to downtown 
as opposed to the proposed Inner 
Belt route.

Rally organizers passed out infor-
mation provided by the Green City 
Blue Lake Institute outlining reasons 
that Northeast Ohioans should be 
able to walk and bike on the Inner 
Belt Bridge. The literature noted 
that 25% of Cleveland households 
did not own a car. The Green City 
Blue Lake document notes fi gures 
for households without a car were 
even higher in neighborhoods on 
either side of the Inner Belt with 30% 
of Tremont households not owning 
a car, 65% of Central neighborhood 
households without a car and 42% 
of downtown households without 
a car.

The Green City Blue Lake posi-
tion paper stated the advantages of 
walking and biking in saving in trans-
portation costs for household bud-
gets, reducing the impact on climate 
change and improved health and fi t-
ness. The paper cites a study by the 
Rails to Trails Conservancy, which 
notes the fuel savings, greenhouse 
gas reductions, and health care sav-
ings would amount to more than the 
proposed cost of building the extra 
transportation infrastructure for the 
pedestrian/bicycle path.

On December 11th, the group 
delivered letters of support to the 
NOACA meeting and reportedly 
found members of the NOACA 
Board receptive to their cause.

In a letter posted on the Green 
City Blue Lake website www.gcbl.
org, Kevin Kronin reports on the con-
ditions experienced by rally mem-
bers following the ODOT preferred 
routes to downtown. Kronin states, 
“They road their bikes through glass, 
in potholes, sharing streets with 
buses and cars, even though they 
were too narrow to do so safely, and 
alongside speeding traffi c, sepa-
rated by only three inches of fading 
paint. They walked in streets without 
sidewalks or street lights, or along 
dark, dangerous roads.”

Kronin goes on to say “Northeast 
Ohio residents want and deserve 
what communities across the coun-
try enjoy – the opportunity to bike 

continued on page 6

Councilman Zachary Reed calls Council 
President Sweeney “a terrible leader”
by Chuck Hoven

Speaking at a December 2nd 
political forum sponsored by the 
West Park Republican Club, Ward 
3 Councilman Zackary Reed called 
Cleveland City Council President 
Martin Sweeney a “terrible leader.” 
Reed said Sweeney’s leadership 
was “bad for City Council and bad 
for the City of Cleveland.” 

Reed charged that under Swee-
ney’s leadership, Cleveland City 
Council no longer served the role 
as a check on the power of the 
executive branch – Mayor Frank 
Jackson’s administration. Reed said 
collaboration between the Sweeney 
led City Council and the Jackson 
Administration blended the two 
branches of government – legisla-

tive and executive – into one. He 
said this has resulted in a lack of 
public dialogue about crucial issues 
facing the city of Cleveland. Reed 
called this lack of public discussion 
“bad for democracy.” 

Reed cited several issues where 
the lack of public discussion and lack 
of proper oversight by City Council 
led to a failure to reach “the best 
deal for the citizens of Cleveland.” 
Among the issues cited by Reed 
were the Medical Mart/Convention 
Center project, the breakdowns in 
the administration that led to the 
tragedy at Imperial Avenue, and 
the failure to retain key businesses 
in Cleveland. 

continued on page 7

Effort underway to create a plan for future of 
Stockyard and Clark Fulton neighborhoods
by Chuck Hoven

The Stockyard Redevelopment 
Organization (SRO) invited com-
munity leaders to a December 10th 
meeting at W. 58th Street Church 
of God, for the fi rst of three meet-
ings designed to help create a plan 
for the future of the Stockyard and 
Clark Fulton neighborhoods. Those 
in attendance included represen-
tatives of block clubs, churches, 
social service agencies, schools, 
area businesses, staff from devel-
opment corporations in surround-
ing neighborhoods and the elected 
City Council Representatives in the 
newly formed Wards 14, 15 and 16 

(Brian Cummins, Matt Zone and Jay 
Westbrook).

SRO Executive Director Al Brazy-
netz said the meeting was called in 
“hope of building toward the future.” 
Recommendations developed by 
the Stockyard Redevelopment Or-
ganization Board of Trustees call 
for an expanded service area that 
will encompass both the Stockyard 
and Clark Fulton neighborhoods 
and will stretch roughly from W. 25th 
to W. 85th, and from I-90 to I-71. 
The proposal calls for City Council 
Representatives to provide funds 

continued on page 7
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                   PHOTO BY DEBORAH ROSE SADLON
Friday, December 18, 2009; Merrick House Early Learning Reading Room, Merrick House, 1050 Stark-
weather Avenue:  Children in the Merrick House Pre-School Day Care Program enjoy their new reading 
room while listening to a story read by Merrick House staff member Molly Carreon. (See related story and 
photo on page 5)

ANNUAL MEETINGS
CUDELL IMPROVEMENT’S 35th 
Annual Meeting will take place on 
Wed., Jan. 20th from 6:45-9 p.m. at 
Brennan’s Party Center, Triskett Rd. 
at W.130th Street. For info, call 216-
228-4383 or visit www.cudell.com. 
TREMONT WEST DEV. CORP. An-
nual Meeting will be held on Thu., 
Jan.28, at 6:30 p.m. at OLA/St. 
Joseph Center, 2346 West 14th 
Street. For info, call 216-575-0920 
or visit www.tremontwestdevelop-
ment.com. 

ART
78th STREET STUDIOS EXPERI-
ENCE WEEKEND Jan.15-16 offers 
opening reception of gallery new 
acquisitions in the former American 
Greetings Creative Studios building 
between W.78th and W.80th Streets, 
one block north of Lake Ave. For info, 
visit www.78thstreetstudios.com. 

COMMUNITY GUIDE
PLAIN PRESS COMMUNITY 
GUIDE will be published in the 
March 2010 issue of the Plain 
Press. The guide lists the name and 
phone number of non-profi t organi-
zations and government services. 
If your organization was not listed 
in last year’s guide and would like 
to be listed this year please call 
the Plain Press at 216-621-3060.

EVENTS
STOCKYARD  REDEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION (SRO) will be 
sponsoring two  community-wide 
meetings for all residents and busi-
ness  stakeholders in the Stockyard 
and Clark Fulton neighborhoods 
exploring the future of how services 
will be provided within the foot-
print of those neighborhoods.  The 
meetings will be held on Thursday 
evening January 14 and  February 
25  at the West 58th St. Church of 

God (3150 W.58th, south of Clark) 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. For info, call 
SRO at 216-961-7687. 
NATIONAL DAY OF HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING AWARENESS: Collabora-
tive Initiative to End Human Traffi ck-
ing announces that on January 11th 
there will be several National Day 
of Human Trafficking Awareness 
Gatherings including the following: 
9:30 AM Mass at St. Joseph Center, 
3430 Rocky River Drive. Cleveland; 
and from 6:30-8:00 PM at Humility of 
Mary Ministry Center, 20015 Detroit, 
Rocky River.
SAFE16 (Formerly SAFE18) will 
hold its Winter Conference on 
Tuesday, January 26th at 7 p.m. at 
the West Side Community House, 
9300 Lorain Avenue.

FILM 
LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY 
free showing of classic fi lms include 
Western classic High Noon on 
Sat., Jan.6 and Alfred Hitchcock’s  
Rebecca on Sat., Jan.23. Films 
start at 6 p.m. in the Main Library 
Auditorium, 15425 Detroit Ave. It’s 
okay to bring snacks. 

FOOD PANTRY
ZION UCC FOOD PANTRY, 2716 
W. 14th, is open the last Wednesday 
of each month from 1-4 p.m.. Volun-
teers welcome.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
FREE 3 MONTH MEMBERSHIP  at 
YMCAs or Curves locations is be-
ing offered through Cleveland Clin-
ic’s Go!FIT program to Cuyahoga 
County residents who don’t have 
access to a fi tness facility. For info, 
visit http://cchealth.clevelandclinic.

org/gofi t or call 866-923-9509, or 
email gofi tcleveland@gmail.com. 

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS 
for adults during January 2010 
include: 
At West Park Y, 15501 Lorain: Blood 
Pressure screening on Tues, Jan.12, 
8:30 a.m. – noon At Fairview Well-
ness Center, 3035 Wooster Rd. at 
Center Ridge Rd.: (Call 1-877-234-
3488 for reservations for vision or 
foot screening). Glaucoma/Vision 
screening on Thu., Jan.7,1:30-3:30 
p.m. Foot screening on Tues., Jan. 
23, 9 a.m. – noon,  

OTHER
MICHAEL ZONE REC CENTER 
winter programs for adults include 
Zumba dance classes on Mon. and 
Wed. evenings, and open volleyball 
Fri. evenings, in addition to athletic, 
arts and crafts, dance and other 
activities for youth and teens at the 
rec center and indoor pool, 6301 
Lorain; for info, call 216-664-3373. 

VOLUNTEERS
EARTHFEST VOLUNTEER ORI-
ENTATION meeting will be held on 
Sat., Jan.9 from 10-11 a.m. at Cleve-
land Metroparks Zoo, Windows 
in the World Room, 3900 Wildlife 
Way(free parking and admission for 
the training. Future orientations will 
also be held for volunteers at other 
locations for April 18’s EarthFest 
2010, or contact 216-281-6468 ext. 
221 or email dwatson@earthday-
coalition.org. 
CITY YEAR CLEVELAND is looking 
for volunteers to celebrate the life 
and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. for a day of service on Mon., Jan. 
18, from 1-5 p.m. For info, call 216-
357-8194 or email amatthews10@
cityyear.org.  
VOLUNTEER TAX PREPARER 
TRAINING for Cuyahoga Cty’s VITA 
program trains volunteers through-
out January to prepare income tax 
returns for low to moderate-income 
working families beginning Feb.1 
at neighborhood sites.  Training will 
take place at designated locations or 
online on the “Link & Learn Taxes” 
tutorial on the IRS website.  For info, 
call 216-987-6620.  

ATTENTION NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES:
For information on purchasing an advertisement in the Plain Press Annual Community Guide email 
plainpress@yahoo.com or call Tom Sheehan at 216-621-3060.

Food pantries step up efforts 
t o  h e l p  m e e t  i n c r e a s i n g 
n e e d s  o f  h u n g r y  f a m i l i e s
by Joe Narkin

During 2008, 60,000 people per 
month received food assistance 
through a network of over 100 food 
pantries and hot meal programs 
in Cuyahoga County, according to 
statistics provided by the Hunger 
Network of Greater Cleveland-- 
enough people to fi ll Progressive 
Field to capacity while leaving 17,000 
people still standing outside the gates. 

While about 2 million hot dogs 
are sold at Progressive Field dur-
ing a typical baseball season, the 
agencies partnered with the Hunger 
Network provided over 6.5 million 
full, nutritious meals during 2008.

The situation is likely to have 
worsened dramatically in the Cleve-
land area during 2009 as a global 
recession, that is well into its second 
year, has had a devastating impact 
on a local economy that has experi-
enced several decades of job losses 
and increasing poverty.

Nationwide, 1 in 7 households 
(some 17 million households con-
taining 49 million people, 14.6% 
of households in the country) “had 
diffi culty putting food on the table at 
times during the year,” according to 
a 2008 report, Household Food Se-
curity in the United States, issued in 
November by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). 

Of the 49 million people who faced 
hunger in the United States during 
2008, 16.7 million were minor chil-
dren, an increase of 4.2 million over 
2007. Over 500,00 families with chil-
dren experienced hunger multiple 
times, despite the partial hunger 
protection provided by federal food 
assistance programs, according to 
the USDA report.

“It is particularly troubling that 
there were more than 500,000 
families in which a child experi-
enced hunger multiple times over 
the course of the year,” wrote U.S. 
President Barack Obama in a writ-
ten press release in response to the 
USDA report. “Our children’s ability 
to grow, learn, and meet their full 
potential - and therefore our com-
petitiveness as a nation - depends 
on regular access to healthy meals,” 
wrote Obama.

“We have seen the need increase 
every year, but we are doing our best 
to keep up with the need,” said Kar-
en Pozna, Communications Director 
at the Cleveland Foodbank.

The Cleveland Foodbank distrib-
uted 27 million pounds (enough for 
17.5 million meals) of donated food 
during 2008 in six Northeastern 
Ohio counties. Distribution for 2009 
is expected to approach 3 million 
pounds, said Pozna.

“We are seeing people who have 
never had to go to a food center 
before, as increasing numbers of 
the working poor lose their jobs and 
become desperate for a way to feed 
their families,” said Lou Keim, Direc-
tor of the Community Corner Hunger 
and Family Food Center of the West 
Side Ecumenical Ministry.

While the Community Corner, located 
at 8302 Detroit Avenue, provides a three-
day supply of food to 750 to 820 families 
per month, the Community Corner Out-
reach Program also offers additional help 
to food recipients with the goal of helping 
them achieve long-term food security by 
working to resolve underlying issues that 
have led to a food emergency.

“If a family is coming for food, there 
are almost always underlying issues that 
prompt the need for food,” said Keim. 
“We make referrals and we assist them in 
following through, but we do not enable,” 
she said, adding, “People do have to be 
accountable for their own situations.”

Effective service requires a welcoming 
environment and a climate of trust, espe-
cially when working with a marginalized 
and stigmatized population, according 

to Keim. “What you realize by being 
here is that we are all one family,” she 
said. Volunteers are particularly helpful 
at the community corner and other food 
programs in this regard.

“Food programs offer a great op-
portunity for people who want to help 
people,” said Fran Girard, the volunteer 
chairperson for the Advisory Council of 
the Community Corner. “It is an opportu-
nity to both volunteer and to realize the 
fruits of volunteerism,” he said. 

The Community Corner also operates 
a resale shop that offers new and gently 
used clothing and household items at a 
nominal cost to program participants. 
The modest charge for resale shop items 
is intended to help participants “preserve 
their dignity” and to reinforce their sense 
that they are making a contribution to 
their own material well-being, according 
to Keim.

According to estimates of the U.S. 
Census Bureau provided in the 2008 
American Community Survey, median 
household incomes in Northeastern 
Ohio declined by 10%, since 1999, ap-
proximately double the national rate.  
The decline for the entire State of Ohio 
was 9%.

The decrease in household income 
within minority populations has been 
even more dramatic. The median house-
hold income decreased 12% for Hispanic 
households and 18% for African-Ameri-
cans in Northeast Ohio during the 9-year 
survey period.

The unemployment rate for Ohio 
was estimated by the Census Bureau 
at 10.5% for October, a 20-year high 
for unemployment in 85 of Ohio’s 88 
counties, including Cuyahoga County, 
although critics believe that the ac-
tual unemployment rate is in excess of 
20%, with unemployment in the City of 
Cleveland consistently above 25%. The 
poverty rate for Cleveland is 30.5%, with 
41.5% of children living in the City living 
in poverty.

The Census Bureau reports that, 
among cities with a population of over 
250,000 in the United States, Cleveland 
trails only Detroit in poverty rates. 

Food pantries offer services for 
residents within defi ned geographi-
cal service areas and offer a three-
day supply of food, including meats 
and vegetables as available, per 
month per household. Individuals 
and families requiring emergency 
food assistance through a food 
pantry in their area should call the 
First Call for Help Helpline by dial-
ing 211.

First Call for Help can also pro-
vide information regarding free hot 
meal and federal food assistance 
programs for individuals and fami-
lies experiencing hunger or food 
shortages, as well as volunteer 
opportunities for those seeking to 
be of service.
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by Chuck Hoven
In the wake of the eleven murders of 

women on Imperial Avenue on Cleve-
land’s East Side, Stockyard Redevelop-
ment Organization and the Women’s 
Center of Greater Cleveland brought 
together key representatives of area 
institutions offering assistance to those 
afflicted by some of the same tragic 
circumstances. The resulting Commu-
nity Forum, held at the Breen Center 
for Performing Arts at St. Ignatius High 
School on December 3rd, featured rep-
resentatives of the Women’s Center 
of Greater Cleveland, the Domestic 
Violence Center, the Cleveland Rape 
Crisis Center, West Side Ecumenical 
Ministry and United Way. Stockyard Re-
development Organization represented 
area community development organiza-
tions and Second District Commander 
Keith Sulzer offered a law enforcement 
perspective.

The forum also addressed the related 
issue of missing persons. The parents of 
Georgina DeJesus who has been missing 
since April 2, 2004, were in attendance to 
talk of their efforts to pass AMINA’s Law, 
named after Cleveland’s missing children 
Amanda Berry and Gina DeJesus. They 
believe the law would aid in marshalling 
public resources toward fi nding missing 
children in the hours immediately after 
their disappearance. A documentary fi lm 
titled “Where is Gina” by the IVM group 
is being show to help promote this effort. 
Details on the documentary and efforts 
to pass new legislation are available at 
www.whereisgina.com

Second District Commander Keith 
Sulzer noted the volume of missing 
person cases “10,000 in the last three 
years,” made it diffi cult for police to fol-
low-up on them all. He said that, “We 
will investigate when we have reason to 
investigate.” He urged those concerned 
about a missing person to “Call me. 
Communication is the key to the whole 
thing.” 

A woman, who said her daughter 
disappeared from the Stockyard neigh-
borhood on November 16th, asked Com-
mander Sulzer for advice. He told her 
she was doing the right thing in getting 
the word out, passing out fl iers and work-
ing with family, friends and neighbors to 
trace word of where her daughter had 
been since her disappearance. Sulzer 
also offered the woman the assistance 
of the Second District Missing Person’s 
liaison at 623-5218. 

The Social Service Agencies present 
at the forum each gave an idea of the role 
they play to help women in crisis.

Susan Knope, representing the Wom-
en’s Center of Greater Cleveland, said 
the Women’s Center helps women with 
their struggles with addiction offering 
treatment and counseling for the ad-
dicted or recovering individuals and 
their families. 

A client of the Women’s Center, a 
victim of addiction, testifi ed how the cen-
ter helped her to “get my self-esteem.” 
She said that since going for help at the 
Women’s Center she has found work, 
has improved her relationships with 
her daughter and granddaughter and is 
starting to take classes to help further 
her education. She said of the Women’s 
Center, which aided her recovery, “It is a 
beautiful feeling to know people care.” 

Neighborhood Family Practice repre-
sentative Jose Estremera said staff at 
their clinics “jump through hurdles to help 
patients.” Dr. Ann Wise of Neighborhood 
Family Practice said NFP had strong 
links to other community resource agen-
cies such as the Women’s Center, which 
allow their staff to make referrals to offer 
women additional assistance.

Linda Johanek Dooley of the Domestic 
Violence Center said, “For every woman 
murdered on Imperial Avenue, there are 
a 1,000 more out there who are at risk.”  
The Domestic Violence Center provides 
a team of staff that is “working every 
day with victims of domestic violence,” 
said Dooley. “You are not alone, is our 
main message to the community. We 
are here for you, you and your family,” 
said Dooley.

The Domestic Violence Center offers a 
24 hour hotline at 216-391-HELP (4357). 
Dooley said 18,000 calls were received 
on the hotline in 2009. Dooley urged 
those who know someone in an at risk re-
lationship to say to them “I’m concerned 
about your safety. Here is a hotline you 
can call.” In addition to the hotline the 
Domestic Violence Center provides a 
number of services including safe shelter 
to victims of Domestic Violence and their 
children, support groups, art therapy and 
a supervised visitation center.

Annette Kent, representing the Rape 
Crisis Center, said her organization has 
set up a special hotline at 216-339-
9664 for victims of Anthony Sowell, the 
rapist and killer charged with the Impe-
rial Avenue murders. The Rape Crisis 
Center has been actively reaching out 
to women who knew the victims. Kent 
said the Rape Crisis Center holds a 
weekly 12-step program for women on 
Sexual Violence and Addiction at the 
Women’s Center on Storer Avenue. The 
Rape Crisis Center offers a whole range 
of services including a Crisis Hotline at 
216-619-6192.

West Side Ecumenical Ministry 
(WSEM) representative Bill Buck said 
WSEM works to “empower low income 
people to live better lives and get out 
of poverty.” WSEM provides hot meals, 
groceries, offers head start, job train-
ing and counseling. Buck says WSEM 
staff and volunteers work closely and 
develop relationships with low-income 
individuals, which helps staff to learn 
about their needs and circumstances. He 

says WSEM partners with the Domestic 
Violence Center and other agencies to 
help individuals who are in need of ad-
ditional help.

Stockyard Redevelopment Organiza-
tion (SRO) Executive Director Al Brazy-
netz and SRO Community Organizer 
Megan Meister said SRO focuses on 
community engagement and commu-
nity building. Neighbors getting to know 
neighbors create better neighborhoods 
and provide opportunities for SRO and 

residents to make referrals to social 
services or call police when neighbors 
express concerns about neighbors in 
need of assistance.

Judy Simpson, Vice President of 
United Way Services, called for greater 
collaboration of all United Way funded 
agencies in addressing the issues and 
providing the resources that will help to 
prevent future tragedies such as the one 
on Imperial Avenue.  Simpson said, “Give 
voice to those people around us who are 

invisible, who are silent. We are their 
voices. We need not be silent.”

In addition to calling individual agen-
cies, those in attendance at the forum 
urged use of the United Way First Call 
for Help 211 referral number for social 
services available 24 hours a day. Other 
resources mentioned were the police 
radio number at 621-1234 and the Com-
munity Guide published each year in the 
March issue of the Plain Press.

Community Forum addresses concerns related to Imperial Avenue tragedy

Congress designates National Day for Human Traffi cking Awareness 
to draw attention to modern day slavery in U.S. & around the world
by Holly K. Gigante & Karen Walsh

When we hear the word “slavery,” 
many of us think of history—Abra-
ham Lincoln, the Civil Rights strug-
gles, maybe the use of prisoners of 
war forced into slavery in Vietnam, 
Russia, Japan or elsewhere.

 Slavery is a ruthless treatment 
of human beings — degradation, a 
holocaust of another’s power. And 
sadly, January 11th calls it to our at-
tention here and now.

In an effort to raise awareness of 
modern-day slavery, the United States 
Congress has set aside January 11th as 
the National Day for Human Traffi cking 
Awareness. In 2009, it is estimated that 
there are about 27 million people trapped 
in the nefarious business of human traf-
fi cking. It is happening around the world, 
in the United States and in Ohio.

According to the Campaign to Res-
cue & Restore of the U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services’ website, 
“Human traffi cking is a form of modern-
day slavery. Victims of human traffi cking 
are young children, teenagers, men 
and women. Approximately 600,000 to 
800,000 victims annually are traffi cked 
across international borders world wide, 
and between 14,500 and 17,500 of those 
victims are trafficked into the United 
States. Victims of human traffi cking are 
subjected to force, fraud, or coercion, 
for the purpose of sexual exploitation or 
forced labor. After drug dealing, traffi ck-
ing of humans is tied with arms dealing 
as the second largest criminal industry in 
the world, and is the fastest growing.” 

More than half of victims traffi cked 
into the United States are thought to 
be children; victims are probably about 

equally male and female. Victims can 
come from such places as Asia, India, 
Latin America, Africa, Eastern Europe, 
Russia and Canada. Many victims are 
also U.S. citizens. 

Traffi ckers have travel routes, connec-
tives, and destinations. Traffi ckers are 
both men and women. They may snatch 
someone outright. They also prey on 
the poor and needy with deceitful sales 
pitches and lies about “better places,” 
a job, or someone who will help them. 
They obtain travel documents, food and 
shelter, transport — all to be “repaid” by 
the victim with whatever work the traf-
fi cker provides. Victims, like any slave, 
are kept under someone else’s control. 
They are brainwashed and degraded to 
such a degree that they may even forget 
that they’ve been deceived, forget the 
integrity of their personhood. 

Victims can be found in brothels, 
nail salons, truck stops, even at public 
events. They can be in such domestic 
situations as nannies, hotel maids, 
sweatshop factories, janitorial jobs, 
construction sites, farm work, restaurants 
— or a house in your neighborhood. 

Victims are also seen in organ harvesting 
and, in some parts of the world, as forced 
recruits for war. 

“Like many other states, Ohio has and 
continues to experience incidents of hu-
man traffi cking in forms of forced labor 
and commercial sexual exploitation… 
emerging evidence indicate that it is a 
source, transit and destination State for 
traffi cked persons”. [Kathleen YS Davis, 
Human Trafficking and Modern Day 
Slavery in Ohio, 2006] 

The Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act [TVPA] of 2000 is a federal law that 
outlaws traffi cking, making it a federal 
crime, and defi nes it as the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation provision, or 
obtaining of a person for a commercial 
sex act or labor or services through force, 
fraud, or coercion.  

In Ohio, human traffi cking is not a 
specific criminal offense. Amended 
House Bill 280, passed by the Ohio 
General Assembly in December 2008, 
made human traffi cking a sentencing 
enhancement.  

continued on page 4
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                PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, December 5, 2009; Detroit Shoreway Community Develop-
ment Organization’s Neighborhood Holiday Party, Gordon Square 
Arcade, 6516 Detroit Avenue: Laura Hobe, age 4, visits with Santa.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, December 13, 2009; Tremont Resident Service Corp (TRSC) Senior Christmas Party, OLA St. Joseph 
Center, W. 14th and Kenilworth: About 150 Tremont senior citizens enjoyed a Christmas Dinner hosed by 

the Tremont Resident Service Corp (TRSC) (L-R) TRSC volunteers Gail 
Hanks, Mattie Matusik and Rose Smith stand in front of the Christmas 
display TRSC members made for the dinner guests to enjoy.

by Jason Beudert
Up and down the streets of trendy 

Tremont, the world-class food and bev-
erage establishments solidify Tremont 
as one of the culinary leaders in this 
region. But, for the thousands of Tremont 
residents who are looking for a family 
run establishment where you can get 
a great meal without having to dress 
or act the part, the options are few and 
far between. Thank goodness there is 
a gleaming ray of sunshine known as 
Grumpy’s Café.

RESTAURANT REVIEW
Grumpy’s Cafe is located on West 

14th Street nestled close to Lincoln Park. 
When you first enter Grumpy’s Cafe 
you feel quite the opposite. The vibrant 
colors on the walls and the artistic pho-
tograph gallery make you feel like you 
are still in Tremont, but you can be laid 
back and relaxed. The proprietor Kathy 
and her staff always greet you with a 
smile as they seat you in one of their two 
“room like” dining areas that remind us of 
a well-designed bed and breakfast.

The menu has a full range of options 
from Breakfast (served all day), Lunch, 
Brunch or Dinner all priced reasonable 
with an average plate price of eight dol-
lars. In addition, the server brings over 
an over sized dry erase board with a 
plethora of homemade daily Chef Selec-
tions and soups of the day.

I was in a breakfast mood, so I tried 

the Cajun Omelet. I am a huge fan 
of andouille sausage and this did not 
disappoint. The omelet came out piping 
hot with a huge kick from the sausage. 
The onions, peppers and the okra were a 
great compliment to the perfectly melted 
cheese. If that wasn’t enough heat, this 
omelet came with Cajun home fries 
and toast.

My Irish sidekick went the other direc-
tion and had the homemade meatloaf. 
You can tell right away that this is a signa-
ture item and is made from scratch. The 
blends of meats where perfectly cooked 
and the portions where large enough 
for anyone to enjoy. The gravy was not 
too salty and added the right fl avor to 
the meatloaf. What would be meatloaf 
without mashed potatoes? And, there 
was no mistaken that Grumpy’s mashed 
potatoes were made from scratch.

Grumpy’s Cafe also has many other 
signature items like their Jambalaya, 
Kathy’s Spicy Burritos or Grumpy’s Steak 
Burger just to name a few. If you are in 
the mood for a glass of vino … Grumpy’s 
Cafe is BYOB so feel free to bring your 
own bottle.

 Lets all start off 2010 right and let’s 
get Grumpy!

Grumpy’s Cafe
2621 W. 14th Street
216.241.5025
www.grumpys-cafe.com
 4 out of 5 Shamrocks

Let’s try getting Grumpy in 2010

Garrett Morgan student receives Student of Integrity Award
Anna Lester, a student at the 

Cleveland Municipal School Dis-
trict’s Garrett Morgan School of Sci-
ence in the Ohio City neighborhood, 
was one of four Greater Cleveland 
students to receive a Student of 
Integrity Award from the Better Busi-
ness Bureau. The Better Business 

Bureau says the awards are given to 
“high school students who personify 
high character through leadership, 
community service, overall personal 
integrity and academic history.”

 An independent selection committee 
selected four award recipients. Lester 
received a scholarship of $1000 to an 

accredited school/college of her choice. 
Winners were honored and awards 
presented at ceremonies at Hilton Gar-
den Inn.

 A total of 51 public and private high 
schools within the BBB’s five county 
service area participated by selecting 
their own Student of Integrity who in turn 
submitted an application to the BBB.

The bill also recommended that Ohio’s 
Attorney General convene a Traffi cking 
in Persons Study Commission to study 
the problem of human traffi cking in Ohio, 
review its criminal laws, and make rec-
ommendations to address the problem, 
including changes to the criminal code 
where necessary.

The fi rst meeting of the Traffi cking in 
Persons Study Commission took place 
in July 2009, and is working through its 
fi ve subcommittees:  Training and Law 
Enforcement; Legal and Legislative; 
Prevention, Outreach and Education; 
Victim Assistance and Safe Locations; 
and Research and Analysis.  Additional 
information will soon be available on the 
Ohio Attorney General’s website.

Begun in 2007, the Collaborative 
Initiative to End Human Traffi cking is a 
group of concerned people in northeast 
Ohio whose mission is to educate and 
advocate for the prevention and abolition 
of human traffi cking while connecting 
services for victims. It was welcomed 
news to advocates in Cincinnati, Toledo 
and Columbus—cities that had already 

formed advocacy groups against traffi ck-
ing. The Collaborative educates others 
about the issue by providing programs 
to university and high school students, 
social service agencies, health care 
providers, church groups, professional 
organizations and the public. It has con-
ducted about a hundred educational 
seminars throughout Cuyahoga, Lorain, 
Geauga, Stark, and Summit counties. It 
has also hosted speakers, sometimes 
survivors of traffi cking, at a number of 
public forums.

The Collaborative networks with law 
enforcement, social service providers, 
and health care organizations so that 
assistance can be provided to specifi c 
victims. 

But identifying victims of traffi cking is 
diffi cult. Many have been moved around 
and don’t know where they are. They 
may not know the language, or aren’t 
sure who to ask for help or who to trust. 
They are deeply threatened for their life 
and the lives of their family back home. 
They are constantly watched. They 
are abused. The Rescue and Restore 
Campaign of the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Department wants to raise the 
public’s awareness so that we all pay bet-
ter attention and can help victims. Their 
logo is “Look Beneath the Surface.”    

The Collaborative Initiative to End 
Human Traffi cking encourages the public 
to learn more about traffi cking. Go on 
line for information from many sources 
working hard to end traffi cking. Read a 
documentary or biography available in 
your library. Attend a seminar. Contact 
the Collaborative office at collabora-
tive_initiative@yahoo.com. If you have 
any suspicions that an individual is a 
victim, call the national resource center 
at 1.888.3737.888.

You may wonder how one person can 
make a difference about the enormity of 
this crime, but you can learn about how 
that has happened, and how it has made 
all the difference in the world to some 
victim caught in this miserable trap. We 
simply must not tolerate slavery.

Editor’s Note: Holly K. Gigante 
and Karen Walsh are members of 
the Collaborative Initiative to End 
Human Trafficking. January 11th 
there will be several National Day 
of Human Trafficking Awareness 
Gatherings including the following: 
9:30 AM Mass at St. Joseph Center, 
3430 Rocky River Drive. Cleveland; 
and from 6:30-8:00 PM at Humility of 
Mary Ministry Center,20015 Detroit, 
Rocky River.

SLAVERY

continued from page 3
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                   PHOTO BY DEBORAH ROSE SADLON
Friday, December 18, 2009; Merrick House Early Learning Reading Room, Merrick House, 1050 Starkweather 
Avenue: Merrick House Youth Worker Malvina Rose and children from the pre-school day care program 
share a story on the benches in their new reading room.

       PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Friday, December 11, 2009; Senior Christmas Party, West Side Com-
munity House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: (L to R): (L to R): Tom Buford (aka 
Elfi s Giftly), volunteer Master of Ceremonies, and Diane Fedak, West 
Side Community House Board Member.

Reading Room and Family Literacy Center opens at Merrick House
There is a new place for children 

to read books in Tremont.  With 
generous funding from Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of 
Northeastern Ohio, Merrick House 
and Cleveland Reads entered into 
a partnership to create a new read-
ing room and family literacy center 
at Merrick House. The room is de-
signed as a bright, cheerful space 
where parents and children can 
participate in read-aloud sessions 

and share books together. 
Both the pre-school day care 

program and the youth services 
program at Merrick House plan to 
use the reading room. 

The day care program provides 
children ages three months to fi ve 
years with an education that fosters 
warmth, friendliness, helpfulness, 
cooperation, respect for differences 
and acceptance of all people.

The youth services program pro-

vides children from age 6 to 18 years 
old an opportunity to participate in 
activities focused on growth and 
development. Participants in the day 
care and youth programs will be able 

to sit and read books in comfortable 
rocking chairs as well as participate 
in read-aloud sessions and literacy 
based activities in the new reading 
room.    

Funding for the project was pro-
vided by Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Northeastern Ohio, 

which helps children by awarding 
grants to qualifi ed not-for-profi t orga-
nizations whose programs improve 
the quality of life for children and 
their families. Merrick House used 

the funding from Ronald McDonald 
House Charities to purchase new 
books and children’s furniture for 
the reading room.

Kristen Ciofani Trolio, Community 
Organizer and Model Blocks Man-
ager for Tremont West Development 
Corporation worked to bring together 

Robin Sullivan of Cleveland Reads, 
Sherriea Jackson of Merrick House 
and Marie Timpano, Executive Di-
rector of Merrick House to establish 
the partnership.

Beginning in the spring, Merrick 
House hopes to offer read-aloud 
and literacy instruction sessions in 
the reading room for the Tremont 
community. For additional informa-
tion or to schedule a visit to the Early 
Learning Reading Room: please call 
Merrick House at 216-771-5077. 
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                    PHOTO BY FRANK BARNETT
Saturday, December 5, 2009; An Afternoon With Harvey Pekar, Cleveland Public Library’s Eastman Branch, 
11602 Lorain Avenue: American Splendor author and publisher Harvey Pekar signs autographs for his 
fans.

Harvey Pekar – working 
class hero – shares his story 
at Eastman Branch Library
by Frank Barnett

When Harvey Pekar spoke Satur-
day afternoon, December 5, at the 
Eastman branch of the Cleveland 
Public Library near Lorain and 
W.117, you realized that his appeal 
is more than simply a local guy 
who has achieved some national 
recognition. He is, what you might 
call, a working class hero; not only 
has it not gone to his head, but he’s 
still struggling to get by like the rest 
of us.

He came up with the idea in 
the mid 1970s of writing autobio-
graphical stories and having them 
illustrated as adult comic books, 
which eventually inspired the fi lm 
American Splendor. Like any kid 
growing up, he loved comic books, 
but one day it struck him how formu-
laic they were.

Eventually, an old friend of his, 
Robert Crumb, started getting at-
tention drawing underground comic 
books. Crumb wasn’t about what 
comics books had been, “Guys in 
funny costumes punching each 
other out”, though Pekar realized 
they were written for kids. “Nobody 
was trying to write the Great Ameri-
can Novel,” he said, quickly adding 
with a smile, “Well, I tried . . . But 
comics are words and pictures. You 
can do anything with words and pic-
tures. No super hero stuff, no talking 
animals stuff.”

He had built his reputation even 
before the movie, including some 
legendary TV appearances in the 
late 80s. When the David Letterman 
Show was on NBC, he insisted on 
talking about the controversial poli-

tics of NBC’s owner General Elec-
tric as Letterman nervously made 
jokes and tried to shut him up. He 
looked like he was having fun, but 
not surprisingly he was not invited 
back. You can see the Letterman 
segments on YouTube.com.

So he continued to chronicle 
adult stories in comic book form, 
along with Crumb and other artists, 
eventually inspiring a very unique 
movie that won awards at Sundance 
and Cannes. “I didn’t care what kind 
of movie, as long as I got paid. I 
fi gured it would be lousy. But I got 
all this money, and it was a good 
movie too.”
 Yet, after that, when he retired from 
37 years as a fi le clerk with the Vet-
erans Administration, his pension 
wasn’t enough to get by on. The 
undemanding job had always suited 
him, so he’d never strived to work up 
the pay scale through promotions. 
By then even the comic books were 
paying less, not the $300 per page 
DC Comics pays. In recent years 
he has pursued what his publishers 
call “graphic novels”, which he real-
izes are just “fat comic books” and 
more like short stories than novels. 
Some of the topics are hard to sell, 
let alone the fact that the economy is 
making publishers more cautious.
 He gladly accepted $5,000 to do 
something he knew little about, 
writing the libretto for an opera that 
premiered at Oberlin College in early 
2009. It’s a jazz opera though and 
he’s always been a jazz fan.

A character like Harvey Pekar 
seems like he was destined to 
survive. That’s his charm, to say 
the least.

and walk in a safe, secure area 
along an interstate highway, offering 
a direct, effi cient and beautiful way 
to travel to their chosen destina-
tion. “

In a December 18th posting to 
the Green City Blue Lake Website, 
David Beach, the organization’s di-
rector, reports that the Sustainable 
2019 Transportation Action Group 
voted to support bike and pedestrian 
access on the new Inner Belt Bridge. 
Beach urged supporters of bike and 
pedestrian access to the Inner Belt 

INNER BELT

continued from page one

Councilman Zone participates in United 
Nations Climate Change Conference

Councilman Matt Zone was one 
of only two municipal level elected 
officials invited to represent the 
National League of Cities (NLC) at 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference –in Copenhagen, Den-
mark December 12th through the 
18th. Councilman Zone serves as 
Vice Chair of the Energy, Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources 
Committee of the National League 
of Cities.

 The conference, which opened 
with preliminary discussions De-
cember 7th, has been held yearly 
since the inception of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, an international 
environmental treaty with the goal of 
reducing global warming and to fi nd 
solutions to deal with temperature 
increases that are inevitable.  

 “I am honored to have been 
invited to participate in the United 
Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence,” said Councilman Zone.  “I 
see this as an opportunity to learn 
from leading sustainability strate-
gists worldwide and create new 
partnerships that can lead to positive 
change.”

to attend a Cleveland City Planning 
Commission meeting on January 
8th 2010 at 9 a.m. where a resolu-
tion in support of the idea will be 
introduced, or to attend a 10 a.m. 
NOACA meeting on the same day 
where he expects a similar resolu-
tion to be introduced.

On the Green City Blue Lake 
website Beach provides a list of 
upcoming meetings, a comprehen-
sive history of the effort to provide 
pedestrian and bicycle access to the 
new Inner Belt Bridge, as well as a 
drawing of the proposed pathway 
provided by activists promoting the 
effort. To access this information go 
to www.gcbl.org/planning/innerbelt.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Furni-
ture, clothing, baby needs & more. 
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m.- 
noon. Best prices in town! St. Paul’s 
Community Church a W. 45th and 
Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Call 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Rental Information Center: 216-
432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 

tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 781-6228 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht at ext. 0.
FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM (UP) Off 
Street Parking. Near Metro Hospital. 
$550+ Deposit. 216-978-1245.
SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT: 
Kitchen privileges and cable. W. 
86th/Clark area, W. 89th and De-
troit area. (216) 281-4639. (216) 
456-1346.

FOR SALE
BOTANICA ST. JUDE’S, 12521 Lo-
rain Avenue, 216-372-1504. Open 
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.: 
Religious statues, candles, oils and 
much more. Se habla Español.

REAL ESTATE
PROPERTY FOR SALE/WEST: 
ARCHWOOD/DENISON AREA:  3 
BR single – Remodeled from top to 
bottom. On a quiet dead end street. 
Owner/agent can help with DP 
and/or closing. Hurry for $8,000 Tax 
Credit. Art 216-570-2742.

 

Reed said Cleveland City Coun-
cil failed to weigh in early in the 
Cuyahoga County deal for the Medi-
cal Mart. He believes that Cleveland 
City Council should have backed ef-
forts to place the issue on the ballot 
in Cuyahoga County. Three private 
property owners are now blocking 
Medical Mart from obtaining the 
proposed site, said Reed. Because 
is a deal with a private developer 
– Medical Mart, and not a public 
project, eminent domain can’t be 
used to move the project forward, 
he said.

Despite opportunities in 2008 
to bring Anthony Sowell to justice, 
“the system allow him to come back 
out,” said Reed of the Imperial Av-
enue tragedy which occurred in his 
City Council Ward. Reed called for 
Cleveland City Council to perform 
an “evaluation of the system so 
this won’t happen again.” However, 
under Sweeney, Reed said, “No 
evaluation” will be done. He said, 
“We don’t even talk about it.” 

Reed said that the Cleveland 
Health Department denied getting 
calls from him from 2006 – 2009 
with complaints about the stench 
on Imperial Avenue. He said when 
the Department of Public Health 
Director Matt Carroll came before 
Cleveland City Council for a review, 
“Not one Councilperson asked a 
question.” Reed said, Council Presi-
dent Sweeney told Carroll, “You are 
doing a good job. Keep it up.” 

Reed took City Council to task for 
its failure to take steps to intervene the 
move of Eaton Corporation from down-
town Cleveland and in the take over of 
National City Bank by PNC. Reed said 
Cleveland City Council should have 
insisted that the administration offer 
more incentives to try to keep Eaton 
Corporation. He said Port Authority 
Director Adam Wasserman should not 
have been allowed to get in the way of 
Eaton Corporation’s plans to build on the 
water front. Reed said, “Companies that 
are here. Should be kept here.”

 He said the Council should have used 
its oversight responsibilities to “evaluate 
what would be the impact of losing Na-
tional City Bank.” Reed said PNC bought 
NCB with federal bailout money. Money 
he believes could have gone to NCB. He 
said now top jobs that were in Cleveland 
are now in Pittsburg.

Reed polled those in attendance at the 
forum about whether or not they support-
ed the Jackson Administration’s proposal 
to charge a monthly garbage collection 
fee, which would be added to water bills 
of Cleveland residents. All in attendance, 
both Republicans and Democrats, op-
posed the fee. Reed predicted Cleveland 
City Council would once again back the 
administration’s proposal. (Editor’s note: 
Council voted in early December to back 
the proposal with some modifi cations 
– only three council members voted 
against the proposal.) 

Reed said he opposed the fee be-
cause he represents poor people – and a 
proposed fee of up to $120 a year would 
be a hardship for those he represents. 
Reed said, “I don’t see the pain being 
spread to those living outside the city 
of Cleveland.” Instead he said that the 
Mayor’s offi ce has proposed balancing 
the budget on the backs of the residents 
of the City of Cleveland. 

As an alternative to raising the water 
rates Reed suggested that the City 
Council propose other revenue streams 
that would impact those living outside 
the city more than Cleveland residents. 
Some suggestions included increas-
ing parking meter fees and charging 
non-residents a fee to use Cleveland 
recreation centers.

Reed urged those in opposed to the 
new garbage fee to not only call their 
councilperson, but to come down to 
a City Council meeting to voice their 
disapproval. If City Council fails to fi nd 
a budget fi x to their liking, he suggested 
citizens gather signatures and place 
the issue on the ballot in the form of a 
referendum.

Offering an assessment of the new 19 
member City Council that will begin in 
January, Reed, (now Councilman Elect 
in Ward 2) said that he expects only three 
or four members in the new City Council 
will be willing to challenge Council lead-
ership and the Jackson Administration. 
At least there will be a voice of opposi-
tion, he said, however, he noted that 
under City Council rules, it would take 
7 votes to put a hold on any legislation. 
Given the dire need to change the way 
Cleveland government functions, too 
many City Council people ran unopposed 
this past November, said Reed.
Editor’s Note: Council President 
Sweeney was a guest at the West 
Park Republican Club Forum earlier 
in 2009. To review an article on his 
speech, visit the May 2009 archives 
on the Plain Press website at www.
plainpress.org.

COUNCILMAN REED

continued from page one

from their ward allocations based 
on the proportion of the population 
in their wards that fall in the new 
target area.

The proposal says Stockyard 
Redevelopment Organization would 
help provide services to Stockyards 
and Clark Fulton neighborhood—
services such as “commercial and 
residential code enforcement, com-
mercial development, business 
outreach, community organizing 
and community building, leadership 
training, housing program assis-
tance and referral, vacant land reuse 
(parks, gardens, Train Avenue Gre-
enway Plan, etc.), vacant property 
maintenance, neighborhood service 
(illegal dumping, Court Community 
Service, graffi ti abatement, clean-
ups), development of community 
partnerships and programs, public 
art, neighborhood based program-
ming for all (Stockyard Steppers), 
youth and senior programming, and 
provide information and referral to 
community stakeholders (social ser-
vices, housing resources, fi nancial 
counseling, etc.)”

SRO hopes to increase its staff 
size to ten people to help address 
the needs of the two neighbor-
hoods. The proposal outlines staff-
ing recommendations that include 
administrative staff; housing and 
code enforcement staff; a staff 
member dedicated to vacant land 
management; a neighborhood 
service provider; and three com-
munity organizers including a safety 
coordinator.

Community leaders participating 
in the discussion noted the assets of 
the neighborhoods and of the SRO. 
Block Club leaders and members 
of area development corporations 
offered high praise for the quality of 
the SRO staff. They noted the loss of 
services to the community resulting 
from the layoff late last year of three 
hard working and enthusiastic staff 
members  -- a Neighborhood Ser-
vices Provider, a Housing Program 
Manager and a Vacant Properties 
Manager. The leaders present called 
for the rehiring of lost staff and build-
ing a larger staff. They also called 

for increased collaboration with 
social service agencies, schools 
and other community stakeholders 
in developing an agenda for the 
future. Community leaders noted 
the unfair distribution of resources 
in the past and called for the long 
neglected neighborhoods to receive 
funding for services more in line with 
what surrounding neighborhoods 
are receiving.

Vacant land management was an-
other key item mentioned by partici-
pants – developing gardens, green 
space and land for development. 
There was also a concern about the 
need for good quality jobs for area 
residents. It was suggested that the 
emerging organization could work to 
help with referrals to assist residents 
to qualify for jobs in emerging indus-

tries such as the Waste Recycling 
Plant proposed for the Ridge Road 
Transfer station.
Editor’s Note: Stockyard Rede-
velopment Organization will be 
sponsoring two community-wide 
meetings for all residents and busi-
ness stakeholders in the Stockyard 
and Clark Fulton neighborhoods to 
explore the future of how services 
will be provided within the footprint 
of those two neighborhoods.  The 
meetings will be held on Thursday 
evening January 14th, and February 
25th at the West 58th Street Church 
of God (just south of Clark Avenue 
on W 58th) beginning at 6:30PM.  All 
are welcome to attend and to offer 
their input.  For more information, 
feel free to contact the Stockyard 
offi ce at 216-961-7687.

continued from page one
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Lincoln West students and staff petition Board of Education to bring back former Principal Edward T. Muffi t
by Chuck Hoven

Close to a 1,000 students and 
faculty members of Lincoln West 
High School signed a petition asking 
the Cleveland Board of Education 
to bring back Edward T. Muffi t, the 
principal at the school during the 
2008-2009 school year. Muffi t was 
transferred to East Tech High School 
prior to the beginning of this school 
year to a position as an assistant 
principal. Marilyn Cargile started 
out the school year at Lincoln West 
as principal, but was replaced at the 
end of October of 2009 by Assistant 
Superintendent Valentine Mickey. 
Mickey is holding the post temporar-
ily until a permanent replacement 
can be found.

Those submitting the petition 
to the Board of Education at its 
December 15th meeting held at 
Lincoln West High School, 3202 
W. 30th, said that in the 2009-2010 
“the school has been out of control.”  
They called Muffi t a “great principal” 
and asked that he return to the 
school he helped to shape.

Wesam Iwais, a senior at Lincoln 
West High School who helped to 
present the petition to the Board of 
Education, told the Plain Press that, 
at the beginning of this school year, 
fi re alarms were being pulled daily, 
there were riots every week and 
many students were suspended. 
He said students became fearful of 
coming to school.  In comparison, 
he said, last year under Muffi t, while 
things weren’t perfect, “Students 
were going to class and participating 
in school activities and actually liked 
coming to school.” 

Before Muffi t’s transfer, Lincoln 
West High School was getting 
high praise on websites devoted 
to reviewing education. In May of 
2009 a parent writing to www.lo-
calschooldirectory.com said, “I love 
this school, the teachers care about 
the student’s education and the stu-
dents are not out of control like most 
public schools.”  In May of 2009, a 
Lincoln West student wrote to the 
same site saying, “This is the best 
school ever. It’s so fun. And the stu-

dents are not out of control like they 
used to be.” In August of 2008, a par-
ent writing to www.greatschools.org 
said, “A lot of people talk bad about 
this school, but it has changed and 
now there is more discipline and the 
teachers are great.” 

In contrast at the beginning of 
this school year, October 2009, a 
parent writes to www.greatschools.
org and reports: “In the past month, 
there has been nothing but fi ghts. 

No disciple or respect.” 
Several people close to the school 

reported that about 200 students, 
from East, East Tech and South 
that created discipline problems at 
those schools, were transferred to 
Lincoln West this year. This, along 
with a change in the principal, cre-
ated a problem at the school. The 
Cleveland Municipal School District 
removed the new principal, and 
Assistant Superintendent Valentina 

Mickey, a former principal at Lincoln 
West, has been assigned to the 
school temporarily as its principal.

 Responding to the petitioners, 
Cleveland Board of Education 
member Iris Rodriguez noted that 
the concerns of the petitioners 
were heard and asked that parents, 
students and staff support and col-
laborate with Ms. Mickey “and make 
sure this school year ends in a good, 
orderly fashion.”




