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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 11, 2011; Gordon Square Arts District Day, 
W. 67th and Detroit (future home of Near West Theatre): 
Near West Theatre performer Hayden Heidhardt sings a 
duet with Christian Falherty.

PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Saturday, June 11, 2011; Memorial to Officer John Michael Kick, Monroe 
Street Cemetery, 3207 Monroe Avenue: Bugler George Kirby, a police 
officer in the Second District helps to honor the memory of Officer 
John Michael Kick, the first Cleveland Police officer to be killed in the 
line of duty. Officer Kick was laid to rest in Monroe Cemetery in May 
of 1875.

PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Tuesday, May 24, 2011; Global Cleveland Launch Party, Cleveland City 
Hall, 601 Lakeside: Juggler Dylan Waickman of the St. Ignatius Circus 
Club helps to entertain the crowd.

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, June 18, 2011; Clifton Arts and Musicfest, Clifton Blvd & W. 117th: Artist Carl Jara creates an 
abstract sand sculpture at the event. Jara said his inspiration for the piece comes from the floral forms 
in his garden.

Global Cleveland, an organiza-
tion focused on regional economic 
development through actively at-
tracting newcomers, and welcoming 
and connecting them economically 
and socially to the many opportuni-
ties throughout Greater Cleveland, 
held a launch party on May 24th 
at Cleveland City Hall. The goal 
of Global Cleveland is to attract 
100,000 newcomers to the region 
over the course of the next decade 
and promote Greater Cleveland as 
a more welcoming region.

The launch party included various 
types of food and entertainment that 
included classical dance from South 
Indian, Parade the Circle Puppets, 
and performances by near West 
side organizations such as the Julia 
de Burgos Cultural Arts Center and 
the St. Ignatius High School Circus 

Club.
Rayray and Ezzy of the Julia de 

Burgos Cultural Arts Center were 
two of the performers entertaining 
the crowd with a high energy Bumba 
in the Rotunda. The Julia de Burgos 
Cultural Arts Center is dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the traditions 
of the Caribbean and Puerto Rico 
through the use of the performing 
arts in public performances at area 
schools.

Magicians Nick Eaton and Mi-
chael DeSalvo of the St. Ignatius 
High School Circus Club, which spe-
cializes in juggling feats and magic 
tricks, performed for the crowd.

Guests had the opportunity to 
record testimonials or narrate what 
they like most about living in Cleve-
land and the strengths of their com-
munities.

Global Cleveland hosts Launch 
Party at Cleveland City Hall

A memorial to Officer John Mi-
chael Kick--the 1st Cleveland Officer 
killed in the line of duty--was dedi-
cated on June 11, 2011, at the Mon-
roe Street Cemetery at 3207 Monroe 
Street between West 25th Street and 
Fulton. About 400 people attended 
the ceremony held by the Cleveland 
Police Department and the Monroe 
Street Cemetery Foundation. The 
descendents of officer Kick were in 
attendance including a great-great 
grandson who is a Cleveland Police 
officer. The Cleveland Police Pipes 
and Drums Corp performed at the 

Memorial honors 1st Cleveland Police 
Offi cer to be killed in the line of duty

ceremony as well as Second District 
Police Officer George Kirby who 
played taps on his bugle.

John Michael Kick was a patrol of-
ficer who joined the Cleveland Police 
Department when it was formed in 
1866.  Kick was of German descent, 
35 years old, and had served in the 
Civil War as a color sergeant with 
a Missouri regiment. Kick lived on 
Myrtle Street with his wife Franziska 
and their four children, John, Eliza, 
William, and Mamie.

 Several historical accounts docu-
ment the tragedy that befell Of-

ficer Kick. The Cleveland Leader 
reported on Monday, May 17, 1875 
that “Officer Kick, of the Fourth 
Precinct, received a mortal wound 
in the encounter with the band of 
Chicago burglars.” 

In the book, In the Line of Duty, 
1853 – 1999, published by the 
Cleveland Police Department, of-
ficer Kick is described “as a quiet, 
faithful, brave and fearless officer. 
His gentlemanly deportment and 
strict attention to duty earned him 
the respect of his fellow officers and 
all who knew him.”

Madison Avenue Safety Initiative 
covers target area with cameras

continued on page 7 

by Chuck Hoven
The Madison Avenue Safety Ini-

tiative hopes to have all of Madison 
Avenue between W. 85th and W. 
104th covered by security cameras, 
24 hours a day. In order to reach this 
goal, SAFE-16 is using funding from 
Ward 16 Councilman Jay Westbrook 
and Cudell Improvement to offer a 
$250 rebate to property owners and 
merchants who install at least a four-

camera security system.
SAFE-16 staff members Birgit 

Hilliard and Michael McDonald say 
most merchants and property own-
ers have been open to the deal. 
McDonald says they have chosen 
a local company, Security Installa-
tions run by Mike Lewis, to install 
the security systems.

Hilliard estimates the cost of in-
stalling four cameras and a digital 

video recording device is about 
$950. With the $250 rebate, property 
owners or merchants would pay only 
$700 for the system. Participants 
in the program can view the digital 
video from the cameras on a TV 
screen, computer or a hand held 
devise such as a Droid or iPhone.

Hilliard and McDonald started 
knocking on doors in March of this 
year and now almost every property 
in the target area has a security 
camera system. Thus far, 16 prop-
erties are participating in the video 
surveillance program. Five proper-
ties have used the reimbursement 
package. Hilliard says, “There are 
only a few holdouts.” The SAFE-16 
staff hopes to have everyone on 
board by August.

The stretch of Madison Avenue 
includes a variety of businesses, 
several schools, day care and head 
start programs, apartment buildings, 
some vacant buildings and a City of 
Cleveland Fire Station. When talking 
to the various stakeholders along 
the strip, McDonald and Hilliard said 
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PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Tuesday, May 24, 2011; Cavaliers Learn and Play Center, West Side Ecumenical Ministry, 5209 Detroit 
Avenue: Ms. Terrie Cochran prepares to read a book to (L-R) Treazure, Aubrey and Mariana.

An article in the print edition of 
the June issue of the Plain Press 
incorrectly stated that Lincoln West 
bests Marshall for Senate Baseball 
Championship. It should have read 
that Lincoln West bests Marshall 
to head to Senate Championship 
Game.

Lincoln West played in the Senate 
Baseball Championship game at 
Progressive field on May 27th where 
they face Rhodes High School. 
Rhodes won the game by a score 
of 3-1.

Correction

The Cleveland Cavaliers’ 11th 
Learn and Play Center (L&PC) 
opened on May 24th in the Youth 
and Family Learning Center on the 
main campus of West Side Ecu-
menical Ministry (WSEM) at 5209 
Detroit Avenue.

The Cavs L&PC will serve families 
and children (ages 0-5) to help them 
develop school readiness skills, en-
courage a love of learning and grow 
toward their physical, emotional, 
social and intellectual potential.  All 
seven of WSEM’s federally funded 
Head Start sites across Greater 
Cleveland will have access to the 
L&PC at the Detroit Road location.

The Cavaliers are proud to give 
an assist by providing WSEM youth 
with an educational outlet furnished 

with computers donated by Quicken 
Loans, a 42” flat screen television 
and a new collection of games, edu-
cational DVDs and more than 600 
books.  Also, the Center will have 
new tables, chairs and bookshelves 
and the walls will be accented with 
Cavaliers team colors and custom 
Fathead wall graphics.

 This is the first of the Cavaliers’ 
Learn and Play Center of the 11 
started since 2003 to focus on early 
childhood education.  The Center 
is a component of the Cavaliers’ 
Read to Achieve program, which is 
designed to help young people de-
velop a lifelong love for reading and 
encourage adults to read regularly 
with children. 

Cavs Learn and Play 
Center opens at WSEM

Managing Editor: Charles E. Hoven;
Editor: Deborah Rose Sadlon; 
Photo Editor: Coriana Close; 
Community Board: Doris Honsa; 
Reporters:Jerleen Justus & Joe Narkin
Pho tog ra pher: John Cartwright; 
Ad ver tis ing Sales: Tom Sheehan;

G r a p h  i c  A r t  i s t :  D a v  i d  M y e r s ; 
D i s  t r i  b u  t i o n :   A h m e d  M o r a d ; 
M a i l  i n g :   T e r e s a  C a l v o ;  

Board of Trustees:  Keith Brown,Peggy 
D a v e n p o r t ,   D a v i d  G a m  b l e ,  
Dr. Leo Jeffres, Joe Narkin,  and Helen K. Smith.

Plain Press
Summer Youth Guide

AIS SOCCER CAMP: Scranton 
Road Bible Church, 3095 Scranton 
Rd, Tuesday July 19th thru Saturday 
July 23rd. The camp goes from 10 am 
until 3 pm. The camp cost is $20.00 

per camper or $30.00 per family. 
Camp registration is first come, first 
serve. If there are any questions 
please call the church office at 216-
861-7539.
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Letters to the Editor

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, June 11; Gordon Square Arts District Day, Collective Upcycle, 6710 Detroit: Artist Nicole McGee 
displays table center pieces made using vinyl floor samples. Collective Upcycle is a pop up boutique of 
handmade arts from local reuse artists.Thirty artists will be displaying at 6710 Detroit until July 3rd.

To the Editor:
 I am writing to you regarding the 

article written about the West Side 
Catholic Center, published on page 
11 of the June 2011 Plain Press.

 Included in that article are a cou-
ple of paragraphs pertaining to the 
history, architectural and otherwise, 
of some of the Center’s buildings.  
These statements contain several 
substantial errors.

The first two sentences in the 
article pertaining to the history of 
one of their buildings are, “The 
building that is called Moriah was 
a two-story wooden structure built 
in 1912 by architect George H. 
Steffens.  It is known historically as 
the Miller Block.”  (1) The building 
that is called Moriah was not ever a 
wooden structure. It was built as a 
brick structure, and has continued 
as such to this very day.  (2) This 
structure was not built in 1912.  It 
is an early example of the Italianate 
style and could not have possibly 
been built any later than the 1870s.  
(3) Considering when this building 
was actually built, it could not have 
been built for Steffens, since he 
hadn’t even been born until 1871.  
(4) This building has never been 
known as the Miller Block.  The 
actual Miller Block is directly across 
the street from the so-called Moriah 
building.  [It was built from 1906 to 

Architectural historian critiques article on history of 
Catholic Center buildings

1908, obviously for a man named 
Miller, and was, coincidentally, de-
signed by Steffens -- although all 
of this should be ‘irrelevant’ as this 
structure has absolutely nothing 
to do with the West Side Catholic 
Center.]

 The very next paragraph is, as 
it states, about the building next 
door to the Moriah building.  One 
sentence in this article is, “The 
Landmarks Commission website 
shows that there used to be two 
different auto shops there.”  This is 
impossible. Not only is it true that 
the Landmarks Commission website 
not only has no information whatso-
ever on this building, it is also true 
that it has no information pertaining 
to historical uses/occupants for any 
building [other than perhaps what 
a building was when it was brand-
new].  Landmarks Commission staff 
have confirmed this. 

 Otherwise, the West Side Catho-
lic Center was certainly worthy of a 
story being written, and as always 
one can always depend upon the 
Plain Press to give coverage to 
topics the mainstream media steers 
away from.  Bravo to both writer and 
newspaper on this account.
Craig Bobby
Architectural Historian & 
Researcher

To the Editor:
 This is a letter to the editor that 

the Plain Dealer refused to print. 
It concerns displacing Cleveland 
students from Garret Morgan and 
moving in a charter school, the Near 
West Intergenerational School.

 It is no surprise that the PD edi-
torial and Tom Ott’s article left out 
information of grave concern to the 
citizens of Cleveland. The district’s 
and PD’s support of charters, while 
faking wonderment of enrollment de-
cline has been evident for years.

 After the initial failure of the vote 
and the departure of the board 
members who voted against the 
resolution, the appointed board 
violated Robert’s Rules of Order by 
allowing Ms. Peterson, who did not 
vote on the prevailing side, to re-
consider the resolution. The Mayor’s 
office justified this illegal action by 
stating, “the board is not bound by 
any specific procedures set forth in 
Robert’s Rules.” What a mockery of 
democracy!

 The NWIS charter is not being 
moved into a closed building, but 
into a high functioning school, which 
was recently rewired to accom-
modate the latest technology. The 
displaced Cleveland students, New 
Tech Academy, will be moved to a 
temporary home, the Max Hayes 

Board of Education vote on Near West Intergenera-
tional School & New Tech Academy is questioned

annex, where in the near future 
they will be forced to move again. 
There is no mention of the additional 
costs to prepare Max Hayes for 
the New Tech students, nor of the 
yearly operation costs, which will 
be substantial. There is no mention 
of the operation costs of Garrett 
Morgan, which are estimated to cost 
$426,314 in FY11 and $439,103 in 
FY12. In light of this information, 
$60,000 per year in “rent” seems 
highly suspect.

 With the disruption of stability 
to Garrett Morgan and New Tech 
academy, and the additional costs 
to the taxpayers, it makes one won-
der who the appointed board really 
represents.
Gene Tracy                 
Citizen of Cleveland

On Saturday, June 11th residents 
throughout Greater Cleveland were 
invited to explore the Gordon Square 
Arts District. The event, which at-
tracted a steady stream of visitors all 
day, was billed as Discover Gordon 
Square Arts District Day. Organiz-
ers of the event joined forces with 
the University Circle neighborhood, 
which offers Parade the Circle on 
the same day, offering free Lolly the 
Trolley shuttle services between the 
two events.

Those exploring the neighbor-
hood were offered maps to local 
restaurants, art galleries and shop-
ping destinations. Visitors sampled 
local restaurants, while visitors and 
residents alike lined up at Sweet 
Moses for relief from the hot sum-
mer day with  fountain drinks and 
ice cream.

Housing tours allowed visitors to 
see neighborhood houses for sale 
and imagine what it would be like to 
live in an urban neighborhood where 
you can walk to the theatre and local 
shops and restaurants.

 Both Near West Theatre and 
Cleveland Public Theatre offered 

Discover Gordon Square Arts District Day offers a wide 
variety of attractions for visitors and area residents

free live entertainment throughout 
the afternoon, while the Capital 
Theatre offered free classic cartoons 
in the morning.

Near West Theatre set up a tent 
on the site of its future theatre at 
continued on page 4
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Sunday, May 29, 2011; Tremont Greek Fest, Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, 2187 W. 14th: 
Angie Tsigas, church member, serves a variety of Greek food at the festival.

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, June 11, 2011; Plant Swap, St. Stephen Church, 1930 W. 
54th: At the event, anyone from the community can bring garden 
plants that they don’t want in exchange for other plants or garden-
ing equipment. 

W. 67th and Detroit to showcase its 
performers who offered a variety of 
singing, dancing, and even some 
poetry. An original parody performed 
by Near West Theatre’s Xavier Rem-
inick was titled “The Day Xavier went 
to Gordon Square,” and featured a 
number of neighborhood locals.

A group of 30 artists, called Col-
lective Upcycle, displayed their 
handmade arts and goods at 6710 
Detroit Avenue, a space that Near 
West Theatre hopes to rent out to 
help pay for the upkeep of its future 
theatre.

Cleveland Public Theatre used 
its various venues for introducing 
visitors to both visual and perform-
ing arts.

Councilman Matt Zone’s office 
at 6501 Detroit was turned into a 
showcase for Cleveland area fash-
ion designers.

Visitors could visit an Urban Sus-
tainability Center to find out how to 
reduce their carbon footprint.

Individuals with an interest in his-
tory could discover Gordon Square’s 
historic past by participating in a 
walking tour. For those with iPhones, 
a self-guided tour application was 
available at www.clevelandhistori-
cal.org.

Area resident, George E. W. 
Cormack, set up a sidewalk display 
offering a great variety of his own 
publications and reprints of historic 
Cleveland photos, many from the 
Cleveland Press Archives at Cleve-
land State University. Among the 

other items that Cormack had on 
display was a reproduction of the 
original newspaper ad announcing 
the original opening of the Capitol 
Theater in the early 1930s. Cormack 
also displayed weekly planners he 
published with each day of the year 
containing a piece of Cleveland’s 
history that happened on that day.

Cormack was set up directly 
across the street from the newly 
opened XYZ Tavern where says 
a photo he reproduced from the 
Cleveland Press archives is on the 
wall. He says it is one of two pictures 
in the archives of liquor establish-
ments that were allowed to open 
on the Near Side of Cleveland just 
after prohibition ended – one on W. 
25th near Lorain Avenue and one on 
Detroit near W. 65th. The owner of 
the XYZ Tavern also owns a bar on 
W. 25th in Ohio City. 

ARTS DISTRICT DAY 
continued from page 3

Executive Director Chris Garland leaves TWDC for position at Cleveland City Hall
by Jerleen Justus

Executive Director Chris Garland 
is wrapping up his final days as 
leader of Tremont West Develop-
ment Corp.  Garland tendered his 
resignation to the Board of Directors 

on June 16, 2011.  Immediately fol-
lowing his notice of departure, the 
TWDC Board released a statement 
announcing that Garland will be 
accepting a position with the City of 
Cleveland as the new Commissioner 

of Neighborhood Development, fill-
ing a vacancy left by Joe Sidoti who 
retired in December 2010.

Garland transferred to Cleveland 
after leaving his position as Program 
Director of Jefferson East Business 
Association (JEBA) bringing with 

him his Detroit “Jazzin’ on Jefferson” 
formula for marketing and promoting 
investment in the Tremont Com-
munity.

The Executive Director will end 
his four-year stint at the organization 
on July 17, 2011, leaving the TWDC 

Board and Executive Committee in 
a milieu of finding a replacement. 
TWDC Board President Chris Al-
varado estimates that it could take 
up to six months to fill the position 

continued on page 7
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Thursday, June 16, 2011; Steve’s Lunch, 5004 Lorain Ave: Steve’s 
Lunch, an eight-seat lunch counter, has been serving food since 
1956.  

by Brian Mitchell
Twenty-four hours a day, seven 

days a week, businessmen, neigh-
bors, police officers, prostitutes, 
and an occasional celebrity dine 
together inside of Steve’s Lunch. 
The 8-seat lunch counter has been 
serving some of Cleveland’s finest 
food since 1956. 

Currently, the entire location is 
under renovation. According to S 
and S Construction, the commercial 
space next door is being remodeled 
into an ice cream shop and apart-
ments on the second floor are being 
repurposed into office space. 

However, the biggest change to 
come to the restaurant didn’t hap-
pen on the corner of W. 50th and 
Lorain.

In July of 2010, owner Ed Salzge-
ber opened up a second restaurant 
called Steve’s Dinner off Ridge Rd. 
in Brooklyn.  

Despite the new location, the 
original Steve’s is still the more 
popular destination.

In front of Steve’s Lunch a few 
men are usually huddled together 
smoking underneath the restau-
rant’s shredded overhang. The 
words “Steve’s Lunch” are barely 
visible on the rotting wooden sign 
that looms over the entrance.

Walking inside, your feet glide on 
the dirt and dust of the uneven floor 
that shows the wear of 55 years 
worth of dragging work boots.

The air is dense with the smell 
of cooked hot dogs, warm chili 
and cooking grease. The distinc-
tive scent of industrial sweat and 
petroleum-laced dirt carried in by 
a handful of factory workers lingers 
in the air.

 The walls of Steve’s are painted 
with the distinctive yellow grime only 
decades of nicotine tar and cooking 
grease can provide. 

The counters are rippled with the 
impressions of elbows and hot cups 
of coffee. Sitting on top of the coun-
ter are two old school jukeboxes 
filled with county classics, punk 
rock and teenage pop. Written on 
the jukeboxes is a warning, play at 
your own risk.   

The menu at Steve’s is American 
fare coupled with depression era 
pricing. Specialties named after 
local cops like the Fat Mike and the 
Rockin’ Eddie are randomly adver-
tised along the back wall.

Near the big front window are an 
old flat iron hot dog grill and a big 
trough of chili.  A sever of 32 years 
and daughter in-law of the origi-
nal owner, Angela Spanakis said, 
“We’ve used the same chili recipe 
since the 50’s, people seem to like 
it so no need to change.” 

Steve’s is famous for its chilidogs. 
Spanakis said, “We sell around 400 
of them a week.”  

The dog comes on a regulation 
sized bun filled with a slightly smaller 
than average sized skinless all-beef 
hot dog.  It is topped with a finely 
ground dry chili that soaks into the 
bun creating a not too soggy, not too 

dry bun.  Piles of shredded cheese, 
onions, and yellow mustard finish off 
the $1.50 slice of heaven.  

Other popular menu items include 
the slaw dog, the cheese dog and 
the endless variations of breakfast 
skillet plates. 

During its 55 years of service, 
Steve’s Lunch has become a leg-
end amongst the area’s culinary 
multitudes.  The lunch counter has 
pulled off the rare feat of becoming 
more than just a place to eat - it has 
become an institution.

Names like Bill Crosby, George 
Clooney and Drew Cary have all 
taken a seat inside Steve’s. In 2008, 
the men’s fashion magazine GQ did 
a photo shoot inside the restaurant 
with Indian’s centerfielder Grady 
Sizemore. But the best way to un-
derstand how important Steve’s is 
to the definition of Cleveland is to 
examine the opening sequence of 
the Drew Carry Show.  The entire 
plot is Drew’s quest to get a hot dog 
from Steve’s Lunch. 

Spanakis said visits by famous 
people are rare. “Mostly it’s just reg-
ular people who come in during their 
lunch break or for dinner,” she said.  
Her favorite famous guest is Drew 
Carry, “He is a very nice man.”  

Perhaps the reason the restaurant 
has entered into our collective heart 
is that it reflects the gritty Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood it calls 
home.  

As Cleveland grew into a world 
leading manufacturing center in the 
first half of the 20th century, waves 
of immigrants moved into the Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood in search 
of employment. 

Given rise by infusion of immi-
grant’s families, the building housing 
Steve’s Lunch has always served 
food. In the 1930’s and 40’s, it was 
home to a series of confectioner 
shops. Those businesses gave 
way to a short-lived delicatessen 
in the early 1950’s. In 1956, Steve 
Spanakis opened Steve’s Lunch to 

serve the multitude of shift working 
laborers in the area. 

A business that served hot meals 
for less than a blue-collar worker 
made an hour was sure to be suc-
cessful. However, over the years 
a lot of changes have come to the 
neighborhood Steve’s calls home. 

Huge amounts of families moved 
to the suburbs to chase the Ameri-
can dream. The loss of the middle 
class, along with their tax dollars, 
signified an inevitable downturn for 
the neighborhood. This, coupled with 
the implosion of the manufacturing 
base, has worked to transform the 
area into a shell of its former self. 

A drive down Lorain Ave. between 
W 45 St. and W. 85 St. reveals 
numerous empty store fronts and 
cracked streets. The factories and 
businesses that once served as 
the life blood of the neighborhood 
sit empty but rehabilitation efforts 
are underway according to the 
Detroit-Shoreway Neighborhood 
Organization.

The Gordon Square district has 
been transformed. It is once again 
the cultural center of the neighbor-
hood.  New shops, restaurants and 
housing have brought life and mon-
ey back to parts of the community. A 
new school, the Urban Community 
School, occupies the former site of 
a bakery. 

Steve’s has also experienced a 
transformation of its own.

In 2002, Steve Spanakis retired 
and put the business up for sale. 
A former customer, Ed Salzgeber, 
along with his partner Don Straw, 
stepped in and bought the venerable 
establishment.  

Salzgeber can be found working 
the grill some afternoons. He said, 
“Buying Steve’s made sense be-
cause everyone loves it.” He pointed 
out that the aspect of free hot dogs 
did influence his decision. “I still eat 
them with chili,” Salzgeber said. 

Another transformation occurring 
at Steve’s can be seen long after the 

Steve’s Lunch offers up a slice of 
Americana on the Near West Side

sun slips below the horizon. 
Around 1 a.m. is when the inco-

herent ramblings and laughter of 
drunks takes over for the day shift.   

At night the smell of stale beer, 
whiskey, and sweat intermixes with 
the smoke of cooking food. At night 
is when old drunks, wannabe hip-
sters, cops, crack addicts, and the 
average graveyard shift worker all 
come together in search of chilidog 
tranquility. 

You would think with such a 
diverse mix of customers Steve’s 
would be a late night disaster. But 
Slazenger said, “People usually 
get along in here, you might have a 

fight every once and a while, but for 
the most part everybody just wants 
some food.” 

The only major crime to happen inside 
of Steve’s was a shooting in 1969. Four 
men got into an argument and someone 
pulled a gun. The victim was shot once 
and lived. 

Steve’s Lunch is a slice of Americana 
on the near West Side. It reminds us of 
a bye gone era when Cleveland was 
defined by industry, not by foreclosed 
homes and economic depression.  
Their menu brings us back to a simpler 
time when you could get a hot meal for 
under $4.  Perhaps that’s the reason 
why so many people still enjoy Steve’s 
Lunch.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Saturday, June 18, 2011; Festival of Light, Nueva Luz, 2226 W. 89th: Jaci Torres and Andre Roman promote 
Neighborhood Family Practice, a medical center, at the event. The event was Nueva Luz’s way of giving 
back to the community.

The Nueva Luz Urban Resource 
Center at West 89th and Willard 
hosted its 2011 Festival of Light on 
Saturday, June 18th. The festival 
featured free food, health and com-
munity resources, entertainment 
and activities for youth.

Pastor Max Rodas of the Nueva 
Luz Urban Resource Center says 
the Congregation of the Nueva Luz 
Nazarine Church and the Nueva Luz 
Urban Resource Center put on the 
festival to thank people in the neigh-
borhood “for allowing us to be part of 
the community.” Rodas says this is 
the 12th year of the festival.

Among the organizations with 
booths at the festival were the 
Council on Economic Opportunities’ 
Willard Head Start Program, West 
Tech Lofts, Neighborhood Family 
Practice and the Cuyahoga County 
Employment and Family Services’ 
Healthy Start Program.

Rodas says the outreach ef-
forts of the Nueva Luz Nazarine 
Congregation began in 1999 with 
Proyecto Luz a program designed 
to “reduce the negative impact of 
HIV/AIDS in the Cleveland Latino 
community.”  The programs offered 
by Nueva Luz have since expanded 
to include a Fatherhood Initiative, a 
Youth Outreach and a Community 
Outreach Program. The Nueva Luz 
Urban Resource Center now has 24 
staff members involved in its various 
outreach programs.

The Youth Outreach Program 
serves about 35 youths in after 
school and summer programs. Ro-
das says the youths go camping and 
on trips outside the neighborhood to 
introduce them to the world beyond 
their immediate neighborhood. The 
seven adults involved with the pro-
gram work with youths to assure that 
they all finish high school and go on 
to college, says Rodas.

Nueva Luz Urban Resource 
Center hosts Festival of Light

The “Gordon Square Arts District-
Cleveland Improvement Corpora-
tion” (GSAD-CIC) – also known 
as the Detroit Avenue Special 
Improvement District, or SID – has 
the distinction of being the first 
Cleveland neighborhood that will 

benefit from SID services. Funding 
will provide maintenance, snow 
removal and landscaping, security 
services and marketing along the 
corridor between West 58th and W. 
73rd Streets along Detroit Avenue 
beginning June 1, 2011.

Ohio Revised Code Chapter 1710 
provides for the formation of SIDs by 
property owners who wish to assess 
themselves in order to provide ser-
vices for the benefit of a contiguous 
geographic area.  Property owners, 
representing 69.5% of front footage 
between West 58th and West 73rd 
Streets, petitioned Cleveland City 
Council for formation of the SID in 
March 2010 to which council ap-
proved the necessary resolutions 
at three different 2010 meetings. 
Special assessments began for 
property owners on their first half 
of 2010 tax bills; funds for service 
administration will flow to the SID 
beginning in June 2011.

Gordon Square Arts District creates1st Special Improvement District in a Cleveland neighborhood
Jennifer Spencer, a project man-

ager with the Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Organiza-
tion, who helped the new organiza-
tion meet the state requirements 
for a Special Improvement District, 
says the property owners along 
the stretch of Detroit Avenue have 
agreed to pay $29.25 per linear foot 
of frontage on Detroit Avenue on an 
annual basis. (i.e. just under $900 a 
year for 30 foot of frontage).

Spencer said a Neighborhood 
Responsibility Fund has been set up 
by the Gordon Square Arts District 
Special Improvement Corporation 
to pay 100% of the assessment for 
owner occupied houses in the Spe-
cial Improvement District.

The GSAD-CIC will operate over 
a five-year period, after which time 
property owners representing 60% 
or more of front footage must again 
submit petitions to Cleveland City 
Council.

A local Board of Directors will 
administer SID services. Spencer 
says the seven-member Board of 
Directors is made up of five prop-
erty owners from the district and 
two city appointees. She said the 
Board of Directors is responsible 
for stewarding the funds going for-
ward to assure they are spent in 
accordance to the priorities set by 
property owners signing the petition 
to set up the Special Improvement 
District. Spencer said maintenance 
and safety were high on the list of 
priorities of petition signers. Spencer 
estimates that the assessment will 
raise about $114,000 a year. Board 
Chairman is Robert Maschke, owner 
of 1point618 Gallery at 6421 Detroit 
Avenue. Spencer says the CSAD-
CIC plans to hold an annual meeting 
each November.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Friday, June 17, 2011; Triggers Café, 10323 Madison Ave: This newly opened coffee shop is one of the many 
businesses along Madison Avenue that has installed security cameras inside and facing the street.

SECURITY CAMERAS
continued from page one
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FLEA MARKETS/
RUMMAGE SALES/THRIFTS

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Fur-
niture, clothing, baby needs & 
more.  F i rs t  Saturday Dol lar 
Bag, 10 a.m. -Noon. Best prices 
in town! St. Paul’s Community 
Church a W. 45th and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Rental 
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 

please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.
SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT: 
Kitchen privileges and cable. W. 
86th/Clark area, (216) 281-4639.

FOR SALE - REAL ESTATE
Archwood/Denison Area:  Remod-
eled 3/4 BR single on quiet street. 
Large kitchen, dining room leads 
to patio with beautiful deck & land-
scaped yard. OWNER/AGENT CAN 
HELP WITH DOWN PAMENT AND/
OR CLOSING COSTS.  Other hous-
es also available. Art 216-570-2742.

MAINTENANCE
ACTION MAINTENANCE: Handy 
people are available for most of your 
home maintenance and repair proj-
ects inside and outside your home. 
216-618-0015 or amc_cleveland@
yahoo.com.

WANTED
BUYING ALL MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS: Any condition. Cash 
Paid. Will pick up: 216-459-9270.
BOOKS WANTED:  Al l  kinds. 
Will pick up free. 216-491-4881

they were pleasantly surprised to 
see how many stakeholders already 
had security camera systems in 
place. They said that Mike Lewis 
of Security Installations worked 
with some of those stakeholders to 
add additional cameras, especially 
cameras that cover the street and 
sidewalk on Madison Avenue. Lewis 
has offered to install cameras at 
the City of Cleveland Fire Station 
for free.

By having the street and side-
walk covered by cameras along the 
entire stretch of Madison Avenue 
in the target area, participants in 
the program are able to share their 
inter-net protocol addresses with 
their neighbors and access video 
from their cameras. Thus, if there is 
a crime committed, the perpetrator 
traveling on foot or by vehicle can 
be followed down Madison Avenue. 
Those viewing the video can retrieve 
multiple images of the perpetrator as 
they move down the street.

Merchants have already begun 
sharing access to each other’s 
video images. “What is really nice 
is I have access to look at cameras 
from West Boulevard to W. 104th,” 
said Vincent Rampini a co-owner 
of the new Triggers Café at 10323 
Madison Avenue.

The cameras also allow remote 
viewing of the commercial strip. 
Chuck Judd, a First District police 
officer who owns the building that 
houses Triggers, says, “The cam-
eras are great. I can sit in my house 
and view them at 3 a.m.” Judd also 
patrols the stretch of Madison Av-
enue on foot or bicycle once a week 
for four hours as a part time security 
officer for the Madison Avenue Mer-
chants Association.

The City of Cleveland has prom-
ised to place signs along Madison 
Avenue, notifying all that the area is 
under video surveillance sponsored 
by the Madison Avenue Merchant’s 
Association. McDonald believes the 
signs will have a preventive value. 
“They will take away the willingness 
of people with bad intentions to hang 
out there,” he said.

The first business on the street 
to participate in the program was 
Odyssey Jewelers and Pawn. “Any-
thing for security,” says Kathy 
Gehalo, the manager and a partner 
in the business. Gehalo says she 
would “love to see the signs go up.” 
She believes the warning will be 
enough to persuade criminals to go 
somewhere else.

While the shop already had se-
curity cameras installed before be-
ing approached by SAFE-16 staff, 
Gehalo says they added additional 

cameras that are aimed at the street. 
Odyssey Jewelers and Pawn now 
has 14 cameras that they can moni-
tor on video screens and hand held 
devices such as iPhones. Gehalo, 
who grew up in the neighborhood 
on Elton Avenue, has watched the 
neighborhood change over the 
years and can site a number of mur-
ders and armed robberies that have 
occurred in the immediate neighbor-
hood where she has worked for the 
past 13 years. 

Gehalo says her partner, Jack 
Butchart, moved his business from 
W. 115 and Clifton after a robbery 
at that location about 15 years ago. 
The building that Odyssey Jewelers 
and Pawn is housed in is a former 
Cleveland Trust Bank building. It 
has a large bank vault where safety 
deposit boxes were locked, and 
Butchart installed bulletproof glass 
in the customer service area. Ge-
halo says since moving to Madison 
Avenue the business has not been 
robbed. 

Tim Bozak, who with his wife 
Sandy owns North Coast Auto Re-
pair and North Coast Rent A Wreck  
at W. 102nd and Madison, says this 
past year has  been the worst year 
in the past 40 years in terms of the 
amount of vandalism his business 
has experienced. He says he in-
curred over $10,000 in damages. He 
sited several examples of vandal-
ism, and thieves taking the catalectic 
converters from his vehicles parked 
in a lot on Madison Avenue. Bozak 
who also keeps an eye on the former 
Dickey Grabler Company across the 
street from his businesses, says 
scrap metal theives have gutted 
the inside of that building. Bozak is 
very pleased with the new security 
program and has installed seven 
cameras on his business.

Vince Valentino of Cleveland 
Lumber at 94th and Madison says his 
business already had security cam-
eras, but after talking with the staff at 
SAFE-16, he installed security cam-
eras on another building he owns on 
the street which houses an appli-
ance store. Cleveland Lumber has 
eight cameras and a video screen 
that customers can view while at the 
counter. Valentino points out that the 
video changes every time a camera 
detects motion. When a car goes 
down Madison, the video from the 
camera facing the street appears 
on the screen. Valentino says he 
keeps video from each camera for 
about two weeks. He notes police 
officers have asked to view video 
on a number of occasions.

Paramjit Singh, who owns the 
building that houses the Express 
Food Market at W. 102nd and Madi-
son and the apartment building and 

storefronts next door, has thirty 
cameras on the two buildings which 
he can monitor from his hand held 
Droid. Alla Hamidah, who runs the 
Express Food Market, is glad to see 
the collaboration of the merchants 
in putting security cameras on the 
street. “It helps to have somebody 
on your side,” he said.

Claude Nakhle the owner of 89 
Madison Deli, says while he already 
had cameras, the SAFE-16 team 
helped him to better position the 
cameras to focus on the street. 
Nakhle, who lost a good friend and 
employee in an armed robbery at 
the store in 2002, recommends that 
the Madison Avenue Merchants As-
sociation also look into getting night-
time security patrols on the street 
to help merchants that work late at 
night. “Day time is not as scary as 
the night time. Daytime people are 
in and out. At night, we maybe get a 
customer every half hour or so.”

Some individuals who traverse 
Madison on a regular basis also 
approve of the cameras. Matthew 
Timm who has delivered mail in the 
area for ten years says because he 
knows the cameras are there he 
“feels better.”

Bob Pappin, a plumber who often 
works in the neighborhood said of 
the cameras, “you need more of 
these around here.” He noted he has 
an increasing number of jobs replac-
ing pipes stolen from hot water tanks 
and furnaces. He said, when tenants 
move out of houses, thieves steal 
the copper before landlords can rent 
the house out again.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHRIS GARLAND

and that an Interim Director will most 
likely be named.

As he prepares to close this chap-
ter and bid adieu to the TWDC or-
ganization, Garland states, “These 
past four years have been the most 
exciting, challenging and rewarding 
of my professional career. I’m proud 
of the physical improvements that 
TWDC has helped to steward in 
Tremont in these past few years 
including attracting dozens of new 
businesses, making minor home im-
provements with our Model Blocks 
program and supporting over 500 
new homes in the neighborhood. 
I’m proud of the fact, that TWDC 
continues to advocate passionately 
for affordable housing while at the 
same time fostering a environment 
for market-rate housing, because 
we believe that a healthy mix is 
what makes a strong and dynamic 
neighborhood. I’m proud that TWDC 
has supported efforts which improve 
the quality of life in Tremont such 
as advocating for our schools and 
preserving Tremont Montessori, 
creating new public parking, and 
year-after-year producing high-
quality events that keep Tremont 
fun and lively. Tremont has some of 
the most dedicated residents and 
supporters of any community that I 
know of. TWDC has a talented and 
dedicated board and staff and I was 
privileged to be part of it. I’m excited 
to see what’s next.”

As Board President Chris Al-
varado and other board members 
gear up for changes that will take 
place over the next few months, 
the TWDC Executive Committee 
has been charged with the chore of 
putting together an Ad hoc Interview 
Committee and a Transitional Com-
mittee for identifying short and long 
term needs as well as a process 
that will lead to the hiring of a new 
Executive Director.

When ask if other TWDC staff and 
board members would be consid-
ered for the job, President Alvarado 
stated, “Contingent on the decision 
of this interview committee that has 
not yet been formed (much less 
met), I assume that all persons will 
probably be considered for the po-
sition, including staff members and 
current board members. However, 
the committee (that has not been 
formed or met) would need to put 
together the job description. That 
said, I think it would be unwise for 
anybody (including myself) to com-
mit to apply for a position that has 
not been posted (much less even 
discussed).”

Although Ward 14 Councilman 
Brian Cummins stated he was not 
surprised that Garland is leaving the 
organization and/or accepting a new 
appointment with the City of Cleve-
land, however, he believes that fund-
ing and services provided by TWDC 
will continue uninterrupted. 

There seems to be a mixture of 
feelings throughout the community 
about Garland’s decision to leave 
the organization.  While some feel 
he is jumping ship, others bid the 
Executive Director a fond farewell.

continued from page 4
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