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PHOTO BY DANNY KELLY
Sunday, February 6, 2011; 100th Anniversary Celebra-
tion of Boy Scout Troop 98, St. Rocco Church Hall, 3205 
Fulton Road: Scout Master Les Darvis of Troop 178 is 
one of many scout leaders from throughout Greater 
Cleveland to join in the celebration.

     PHOTO BY DANNY KELLY
Sunday, February 6, 2011; 100th Anniversary Celebration of Boy Scout 
Troop 98, St. Rocco Church Hall, 3205 Fulton Road: Troop 98 member 
Bradley Dinger monitors the sign in sheet.

        PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Friday, March 18, 2011; Lenten Fish Fry and Pierogi Dinner, St. Au-
gustine Catholic Church, 2486 W. 14th Street: Evan Calton fi nishes 
up his fi sh dinner.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, March 17, 2011; St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, St. Colman Catholic Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: 
In a moment of levity this young woman shakes her pom-poms as she hurries to catch up with her group 
after exiting the St. Patrick’s Day Mass. 

Troop 98 celebrates 100 years of 
scouting adventure and service

Boy Scout Troop 98, the old-
est Boy Scout of American Troop 
in Cleveland, celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on February 6, 2011. 
Scout Troop 98, family, friends 
and scout leaders from throughout 
the region gathered at St. Rocco 
Church on Fulton Avenue for a noon 
mass followed by a reception in the 
church hall.

Troop 98 Scout Master Bob 
Taylor says the troop, founded in 
1910, spent its first, roughly 90, 
years at Pilgrim Congregational 
Church on W. 14th Street until the 

church redefi ned its mission about 
a decade ago. Troop 98 then moved 
to Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, located on Fulton Road. 
When Blessed Sacrament closed 
in 2009, Troop 98 again found itself 
looking for a new home, moving just 
north of Blessed Sacrament to St. 
Rocco’s Church on Fulton Road.

At the anniversary reception, the 
troop proudly displayed its history 
with a variety of documents, news-
paper clippings and artifacts from its 
past. The artifact collection included 
a collection of hand carved wooden 

neckerchief slides.
Historical documents indicate the 

troop began offi cially on November 
20th, 1910 during the fi rst year that 
Boy Scouting was incorporated into 
the United States. The fi rst scouts 
called themselves the Wolf and Deer 
Patrols. The group was formed from 
the Boys Brigade and The Pilgrim 
Rifles unit, programs started by 
Pilgrim Church in the late 1800s to 
help boys become better men.

Over its one hundred year his-
tory, Troop 98 has contributed to 
a number of community service 
projects, and introduced over 800 
boys to scouting and the experience 
of outdoor camping. Twenty-one 
of those scouts earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout.

In its 100 year history Troop 98 
has had only four Scoutmasters 
– Otto Mayers, Charles Lonsdale, 
Bill Monks and current Scoutmaster 
Bob Taylor. This is a testimony not 
only to the dedication of these indi-
viduals, but also to the may adults 
who have joined to assist them over 
the years. Scoutmaster Taylor fi rst 
became involved with Troop 98 in 

continued on page 7

W. 83rd Street gas explosion remembered 
at Detroit Shoreway’s Annual Meeting
by Joe Narkin

When 57 homes on West 83rd 
Street were damaged or destroyed 
by a natural gas explosion on 
January 25, 2010, a neighborhood’s 
infrastructure was ripped apart, but 
a community’s spirit came together, 
said Ward 15 Councilman Matt Zone 

at the Pope John Hall of the Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church dur-
ing the 38th Annual Meeting of the 
Detroit Shoreway Community De-
velopment Organization (DSCDO) 
on February 25, 2011.

“This was a horrific event that 
literally and fi guratively rocked this 

neighborhood,” but, in the immedi-
ate aftermath, residents of Ward 15 
and surrounding communities rallied 
to provide assistance to residents 
who were displaced from their 
homes, said Zone. A community-

continued on page 6

A bright streetlight is a thing 
of beauty for Henry Senyak

continued on page 4

by Joe Narkin
If a streetlight malfunctioned on 

the Near West Side of Cleveland 
over the past couple of years, 
chances are that Tremont commu-
nity activist Henry Senyak discov-
ered it through a regular inspection 
process and reported it to Cleveland 
Public Power (CPP). After making a 
report, Senyak also monitored each 
broken streetlight until it was fi xed.

This has taken countless hours of 
Senyak’s time as a volunteer and he 
has provided this service without re-
imbursement for expenses in order 
to make a point to CPP and other 
city offi cials that regular inspections 
and due diligence in making timely 
repairs will save the City of Cleve-
land money, improve quality of life, 
and enhance public safety.

Senyak did not keep track of how 
much time he spent over the last 
year in monitoring streetlights, but 
the time was considerable by any 

measure. During 2010, Senyak 
reported 2900 defective streetlights 
to the CPP automated repair system 
and he estimates that each call 
took him approximately 3 minutes 
to complete.  

Thus, Senyak spent the equiva-
lent of 145 hours (the equivalent of 
3.5 full-time work weeks) making 
repair calls. This does not include 
the time spent driving through 
neighborhoods to look for new out-
ages and following up to assure that 
repairs have been completed or the 
time that it takes him to maintain 
voluminous documentation. The 
monthly report maintained by Se-
nyak generally comes to 150 pages 
of streetlight data. 

The question that may be asked 
is, “Why is Senyak doing this?” 
As a member of the Public Safety 
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Happy Easter!
Our Neighborhood Churches

Welcome You!

                PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, March 17, 2011; St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, St. Colman 
Catholic Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: Young women exit the church 
after Mass ready to head downtown to the parade.

Cleveland requires that addresses 
be visible from the front sidewalk

City of Cleveland owners of build-
ings and houses are required by City 
ordinance Section 305.04 and Sec-
tion 305.05 to display their address 
so it can be read from the sidewalk 
in front of the building.

Section 305.04 of the city code  
specifi es “any building in the City 
upon a street to which street num-
bers of buildings have been as-
signed by the Commissioner of 
Engineering and Construction, shall 
cause the proper number of such 
building to be displayed on the fan-
light, transom, door, entrance steps 
or gate, or at the nearest practical 
point to the entrance of such building 
in such a manner that the number 
may at all times be plainly legible 

from the sidewalk in front of such 
building.”

Missing addresses or addresses 
that are not readable from the 
front sidewalk present a problem 
for safety workers such as police, 
fi re and EMS. Henry Senyak, who 
has been volunteering to identify 
damaged or burned out streetlights 
throughout the Near West Side (see 
related article in this issue), says 
he often has trouble recording the 
location of a streetlight in need of 
repair because he can’t make out 
an address.
Editor’s Note: Thanks are due to Jan 
Kappenhagen of Midwest Housing 
Partnership for looking up the city or-
dinances referenced in this article.

ART
THIRD FRIDAY AT 78TH STREET 

STUDIOS ,  a monthly building-wide 

art walk, will be held Fri., April 15, 5-9 

pm, at 78th Street Studios, 1300-1305 

W.80th Street, in the former American 

Greetings Creative Studios building 

one block north of Lake Avenue, with 

free parking in lots north and south of 

the building. For info, call 440-503-5506 

or email dan@78streetstudios.com.

ENVIRONMENT
EARTHFEST 2011 will be held on Sun., 

April 17, from 10 am – 5 pm at Cleveland 

Metroparks Zoo, 3900 Wildlife Way. The 

41st annual festival includes exhibits, 

family activities, and entertainment. For 

info, visit www.earthdaycoalition.org or 

call 216-281-6468. 

EVENTS
EXPERIENCE AUDUBON month 

long celebration of art, wildlife and 

conserveration at Cleveland Public 

Library’’s Main Library downtown  each 

Saturday in April offers lectures by 

local Audubon experts, 1-2 pm, plus 

displays of illustrations from Audubon’s 

masterpiece The Birds of America .  For 

info, call 216-623-2818 or visit www.

special.collections@cpl.org.

LEGAL AID SOCIETY SPECIALTY 

CLINICS offered during April include: 

April 15 Pro Se Divorce Clinic; and an 

April 30 Citizenship Day Immigration 

Clinic. For info or to schedule an 

appointment, call Legal Aid Society, 

216-687-1900.

IRTF (INTER-RELIGIOUS TASK 

FORCE)  is coordinating carpools for 

April 4-11 for people from NE Ohio 

attending the Latin American Solidarity 

Conference in Washington. D.C., as 

well as coordinating local public action 

in Cleveland to urge closing the SOA. 

For info, email irtf@irtfcleveland.org  or 

call IRTF at 216-961-0003.  

ST.COLMAN SCHOOL ALUMS are 

invited to meet Sun., April 3 (fi rst 

Sunday each month) at the Parish Hall, 

W.65th and Madison, after 11 am Mass; 

friends and families welcome. For info, 

call 216-651-0550.

DANIEL THOMPSON: THE PEOPLE’S 

POET, an evening of remembrance of the 

works of the late Cleveland poet Daniel 

Thompson, will be held on Sat., April 

30 at 7 pm at Lakewood Public Library 

Auditorium, 15425 Detroit Ave. For info, 

visit www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.com or 

call 216-226-8275.

GARDENING
OSU EXTENSION URBAN 

AGRICULTURE WORKSHOPS 

include: Love Your Soil, Sat., April 16, 

10am – noon, Ithaca Court Community 

Garden (off West 54th Street, north of 

Lorain); and Irrigation Strategies, Sat., 

April 30, 10 am -noon, Stanard Farm, 

intersection of East 54th Street and 

Stanard Ave. Please RSVP to Michelle 

Key at key.46@cfaes.osu.edu or call 

216-429-8200, x224.

CANNING WORKSHOP SERIES at St. 

Paul’s Community Church, West 45th 

and Franklin, begins on Wed. evening, 

April 6. Learn techniques of  home 

canning, freezing, pickling, and drying. 

Participation in all 3 sessions is required 

to utilize St. Paul’s Community Kitchen 

and equipment for canning in the 2011 

growing season. (note: $10 fee required) 

To register, email huntress58@att.

net.   Experienced canners interested in 

using Community Kitchen should email 

chefdog86@yahoo.com. 

INCOME TAX PREP 
FREE TAX PREPARATION AND 
FREE E-FILING, ( Federal & 
State) including tax credits such as 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, is 
available at:WESTSIDE HOUSING 
CENTER: Tuesdays  & Thursdays 
4-7 pm; Saturdays 11 am-3 pm, 
through April 16 at 6604 Detroit 
Ave. For info, call 961-4242 ext. 
268, or call 211 for appointment.
CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
CARNEGIE WEST BRANCH: 
Tuesdays from 10 am – 1 pm, thru 
April 12 at 1900 Fulton Rd. For 
iappointments, call 216-623-6927. 
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               PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Wednesday, March 9, 2011; West Side Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: The seniors and the staff 
of the West Side Community House line up for a Mardi Gras Parade on Fat Tuesday, the day before the 
Christian observance of Lent.

To the editor:
I would like to know who ok’d the 

plan for the new community center 
on W.93rd and Lorain?  A 10 year 
old would have been able to see 
that 10 parking spaces wouldn’t be 
enough.

Now they want to put one across 

Objections raised to parking plan 
for West Side Community House

the street? Totally absurd! Could you 
imagine ANY, let alone MANY, elder-
ly walking across Lorain Rd? Who 
thinks these things up?  Do they 
really get paid for doing this to our 
elderly?

First they take the senior center 
out of Cudell Recreation Center, 
where they had a beautiful kitchen 

and plenty of room.  Then they 
start closing the rest of the senior 
centers on the West Side so they 
all have to go to the new Center on 
93rd. Now they’re not sure if they 
can feed them?

These are human beings with 
great minds and spirit. They shouldn’t 
be shuffl ed around like cattle to what 

I’m sure will soon be the only senior 
center on the West Side. Pack em 
up and ship em out. It’s disgraceful. 
These are fragile people we are talk-
ing about here.

The center is bordered on one 
side by I-90 and bordered on the 
other by Lorain Avenue, a main city 
street. It mainly shows to me that 

there is no sense of community in 
this area anymore. The powers that 
be are really dropping the ball here 
and it’s falling right on the heads 
of the elderly. You should all be 
ashamed.
Frank Caffrey
Cudell Area (Forgotten Zone)LETTER

Ohio Division of Liquor Control 
denies renewal of liquor permit for 
Club Argos on West 25th Street

Following up on an objection fi led 
by Cleveland City Council, the Ohio 
Division of Liquor Control denied re-
newal of the liquor permit of Club Ar-
gos, 2030 – 2032 W. 25h. The Ohio 
Division of Liquor Control issued 
a letter to the liquor permit holder, 
the Gridlock Company, notifying 
its Chief Executive Offi cer of the 
Board’s decision and the grounds 
for the decision. 

One of the reasons for denying 
the renewal is an improper attempt 
to transfer the permit to a new owner 
(Jeffrey Walling) without consent of 
the Ohio Division of Liquor Control.

The other reasons listed had to do 
with the operation of the club. The 

letter mailed March 3, 2011 stated, 
“According to the Cleveland Police, 
fi ghts, loud noise, disturbances, and 
other problems emanate from these 
permit premises. From January 1, 
2009 to January 17, 2011, there 
were 54 calls for police services 
directed to this location. Most of 
these offenses involved fi ghts, dis-
turbances, assaults and disorderly 
conduct.”

Club Argos has the right to appeal 
the ruling to the Ohio Liquor Control 
Commission. The appeal must be 
made within 30 days of the mailing 
date of the letter from the Ohio Divi-
sion of Liquor Control.
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          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, March 17, 2011; St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, St. Colman Catholic Church, 2027 W. 65th Street: 
Members of the West Side Irish American Club’s Drum and Fife group exit the church after Mass.

Plain Press: For advertising information send an email to plainpressads@yahoo.com

STREETLIGHTS

continued from page one

continued on page 7

“Good lighting en-
courages pedestrian 
traffi c and allows res-
idents to put ‘eyes on 
the street’”

- Bill Merriman
 Ohio City Resident

Committee of Tremont West Com-
munity Development Corporation 
(TWCDC), Senyak is convinced that 
quality of life and public safety go 
hand in hand with adequate street 
lighting, especially in out of the way 
areas of the urban environment. 
“Unlit alleyways and underpasses 
are crimes waiting to happen,” said 
Senyak.

 A recent study, Improved Street-
lighting to Reduce Crime in Resi-
dential Areas, the U.S. Department 
of Justice reports that adequate 
street lighting can produce a 21% 
decrease in crime. And, residents 
of the Near West Side of Cleveland 
seem to have an intuitive, common 
sense understanding of other fi nd-

ings of the report.
“Good lighting encourages pe-

destrian traffi c and allows residents 
to put ‘eyes on the street;’ without 
lighting, you turn the streets over 
to criminals, and create fear among 
residents of venturing outdoors,” 
said Ohio City resident Bill Merriman 
in an email to the Plain Press.

“A well lit street is inviting; a poorly 
lit street is ominous,” wrote Tremont 
resident Sandy Smith in an email. 
“Well lit streets give the impression 
that people are paying attention and 
watching out for crime and each 
other,’ she wrote.

“Streetlights are imperative to 
safety and can reduce crimes 
against residents as well as prevent 
thefts and vandalism,” said Ward 
14 resident and community activist 
Rebecca Kempton. “The illumination 
from the lights also helps motorists 

see pedestrians and other vehicles,” 
she said.

Ward 3 Councilman Joe Cimper-
man cites the September mugging of 
an student intern in a dark parking lot 
of the May Dugan Center as a case 
where a lack of lighting produced a 
climate conducive to criminal activ-
ity, although the problem in this case 
was inadequate protective lighting of 
a city-owned building, rather that a 
problem with streetlights. CPP has 
remedied the problem at the May 
Dugan Center and has created a 
much safer environment, according 
to Cimperman.

Senyak believes that the service 
that he provides is a necessity by 
default since CPP does not have the 
resources to conduct regular inspec-
tions on their own. And, West Side 
residents appear to agree.

“CPP does not have any active 
units to seek out bad street fi xtures; 
it is 100% left up to the residents,” 
said Kempton. “It is a tough time 
for everybody, including CPP, but 
there should be some mechanism 
on their part to monitor the situation,” 
she said.

While the involvement of private 
citizen Senyak in the affairs of CPP 
sometimes resulted in tensions, hard 
feelings, and misunderstandings, 
the joint efforts of Senyak and CPP 
appear to have resulted in a signifi -
cant improvement in street lighting 
in the areas covered by Senyak on 
the West Side of Cleveland. 

During a February inspection 
drive with the Plain Press, Senyak 
pointed out that there were 15 
defective streetlights on a 3-mile 
stretch of Lorain Avenue between 
West 25th Street and West Boule-
vard. Between West Boulevard and 
West 117th on Lorain Avenue a much 
smaller one mile stretch of Lorain 
Avenue that Senyak did nor cover, 
there were 10 lights out. 

A drive through downtown and the 
near east side of Cleveland revealed 
that, by comparison, street lighting in 
the area covered by Senyak on the 
west side was dramatically better. 
But the downtown area is a special 
circumstance during the dead of 



  April  2011  •  Plain Press     5

SISTERHOOD
Girls ages 10–18

Wednesday thru Friday

*3:00pm–7:00pm

*Girls must arrive by 4:30pm

ARTS–SOCIAL SKILLS–CREATIVITY
LIFE SKILLS–FUN!

HIGH FIVE TUTORING
Grades 4–12

Monday & Tuesday

*3:00pm–5:30pm

*Students must arrive by 3:45pm

COLLEGE STUDENT TUTORS–NEW PC’S

PRIZES & FUN!

Door
Prizes!

Lunch
with

Registration

Play
the Health 
Wheel of 
Fortune!

Healthy
Cooking

Demo

www.WSCHouse.org

West Side Community House and Merrick House Seniors proudly present

A Healthy Aging Event

Thursday, April 28, 2011
10:00 am—2:00 pm

West Side Community House
9300 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland, OH
(216) 771-7297, ext. 301 to register*

(call weekdays after 2 pm)

FREE Event Includes:
Bone Density Screening*

BMI Screening*

Community Partners
AARP Foundation • A Jobs Program • Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging • Cleveland Department of Aging • Cleveland Public Library 

Cleveland Sight Center • Cuyahoga County Department of Senior & Adult Services • Donna’s Heavenly Hair Salon  
Franklin Plaza Nursing Home • Hospice of the Western Reserve • Lutheran Hospital • MetroHealth • Midwest Housing  

Recovery Resources • RSVP Players • Stockyard, Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn Centre Community Development Office • University Hospitals 
Case Medical Center • Visiting Nurse Association of Ohio • WellCare • Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging

Meals provided in part with funding from Cuyahoga County and Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging.

Youth Programs
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              PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Thursday, February 24, 2011; Annual Meeting of the Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organiza-
tion (DSCDO), Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church Hall, W. 70th and Detroit Avenue: (L to R): Ward 15 Coun-
cilperson Matt Zone, Irene Catlin Leadership Award Honoree Gloria Aaron, and Cleveland Housing Court 
Judge Ray Pianka..

wide effort to raise funds for blast 
victims, highlighted by a spaghetti 
dinner attended by 900 community 
members on Superbowl Sunday two 
weeks after the blast, raised nearly 
$50,000, including a match from 

Safeguard Properties, according to 
the Councilman.

In order to assure that the re-
sources derived through fundraising 
efforts were targeted to those who 
needed them most, a Resident 
Advisory Council was formed. For 
the leadership role that she played 
on this Council, Cleveland Housing 
Court Judge Ray Pianka presented 
long-term community activist Gloria 

Aron with the Irene Catlin Leader-
ship Award. 

“It may be a surprise to you that 
the vacant house next to you may 
have gas in it,” said Aron, referring 
to ongoing efforts of the Resident 
Advisory Council in advocating for 
changes in public utility policies 
designed to prevent such a disaster 
in the future.

Aron has also taken a leadership 
role in the Detroit Shoreway Block 
Club Housing Coalition -- a group 
that has the threefold mission of 
assuring a safe community; of re-
storing vacant residential properties; 
and of developing new, affordable 

housing, with a focus on rental units 
for low-income families.

“We say to owners of vacant 
houses, ‘fi x it or lose it,’” said Aron. 
“We will be behind every vacant 
house until it is either demolished 
or turned into housing for a family,” 
she said.

Consistent with her role as a 
community organizer and advocate, 
Aron took the opportunity to secure 
pledges from offi cials present at the 
meeting that they would continue 
to support the efforts of the Detroit 
Shoreway Block Club Housing 
Coalition.

Aron asked Executive Director 
Jeff Ramsey for a commitment that 
DSCDO “will continue to staff the 
Coalition and to make all resources 
available.” She asked Ward 15 
Councilman Matt Zone “to push city 
departments to work with us and 
stop stonewalling us on property 
inspections.” Aron also asked Judge 
Pianka to meet with the Coalition in 
the community. Under instructions 
from Aron, all agreed.

Councilman Zone announced that 
a house, at 2040 West 83rd Street 
that was condemned in the wake of 
the natural gas explosion, would be 
transformed into a temporary public 
art project--in healing remembrance 
of this catastrophic event. 

Conceived by neighborhood 
resident and art student Richie 
Piiparinen, the home will feature 
sensor-animated silhouettes that 
will be visible from the street level 
through Plexiglas covered cutouts in 
the exterior of the structure. The sil-
houettes will refl ect the experiences 
of neighbors at the time of the event. 
A storyboard, outside the home, will 
share the thoughts and refl ections of 
impacted neighbors.

This $10,000 public art project 
should be ready for display in May 
and remain in place for a three-
month period, after which the home 

will be deconstructed with the goal 
of recycling and reusing materials. 
Some of the materials will become 
part of a permanent display in the 
public reading garden of Clevland 
Public Library’s Lorain Branch at the 
corner of Lorain Avenue and West 
83rd Street.

Fire investigators determined 
that the fi re and gas explosion on 
West 83rd Street was deliberately 
set within the vacant home. William 
Calderwood, 57, of West 83rd Street 
was seen stealing appliances and 
copper from the vacant property 
prior to the explosion, according 
to witnesses. Calderwood was 
subsequently acquitted of arson 
charges, but was sentenced to 3-
years in prison for theft from the 
vacant property. Calderwood’s own 
home was destroyed in the blast.

Community Spirit Awards were 
given to seven businesses and 
residents that have improved the 
quality of life and sense of community in 
the Detroit Shoreway Neighborhood. 

Noah Hrbek, who partnered with 
Alex Nosse and Chino Vasquez, 
was recognized for his decorative 
painting of trash receptacles. Kirk 
Bolden was honored for his efforts 
in graffiti removal. Earline Potts, 
coordinator of the A Touch of Class 
Program, received the award 
for her work with teen women.

Also receiving a Community Spirit 
Award were Bobbi Reichtell of the 
Franklin Boulevard Block Club for a 
Christmas Luminary Project, June 
Smith and Judy Galardo for their 
efforts with the Lorain to Fir Block 
Club, Bill Merriman for his efforts 
in delivering furniture to individuals 
displaced by the West 83rd Street 
gas explosion, and Jim Szakacs of 
the Nehemiah Mission, a program 
of the United Methodist Church.

Neighborhood Improvement 
Awards were given to Stephanie and 
Terry McCafferty for improvements 
to their home on Franklin Boulevard 
and to Diana Cyganovich for a 
major renovation and expansion of 
Cogswell Hall, a residential support 
program for homeless persons.

Four restaurants receiv ing 
Neighborhood Improvements Awards 
were roseangel, Frank’s Falafel, 
Indian Delight, and the Big Egg.

Sustainabi l i ty Awards were 
granted to John Yokie, for his efforts 
on behalf of the Liberian Community 
Garden of Wakefi eld Avenue, and 
Margaret Armstead of the EcoVillage 
Garden and Produce Project.

DETROIT SHOREWAY

continued from page one
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PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: 
$10 for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a check 
or money order with your ad to 
the Plain Press, 2012 W. 25th #500 
Cleveland, OH 44113. For more 
information call Tom Sheehan 
at (216) 621-3060 or email plain-
press@yahoo.com.
FLEA MARKETS/ /THRIFTS

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Furni-
ture, clothing, baby needs & more. 
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m. -
Noon. Best prices in town! St. Paul’s 
Community Church a W. 45th and 
Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Rental 
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 

at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.
SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT: 
Kitchen privileges and cable. W. 
86th/Clark area, W. 89th and De-
troit area. (216) 281-4639. (216) 
456-1346.
CLEVELAND/LAKEWOOD: Effi-
ciency or one bedroom. Appliances. 
Parking. Some heat included. Sec-
tion 8, or Eden OK. Pet friendly. Call 
Bill. 440-342-6230.

FOR SALE - REAL ESTATE
Archwood/Denison Area:  Re-
modeled 3/4 BR single on quiet 
street. Large kitchen, dining room 
leads to patio with beautiful deck & 
landscaped yard. OWNER/AGENT 
CAN HELP WITH DOWN PAMENT 
AND/OR CLOSING COSTS.  Other 
houses also available. Art 216-570-
2742

WANTED
BUYING ALL MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS: Any condition. Cash Paid. 
Will pick up: 216-459-9270.

            PHOTO BY DANNY KELLY
Sunday, February 6, 2011; 100th Anniversary Celebration of Boy Scout Troop 98, St. Rocco Church Hall, 
3205 Fulton Road: Troop 98 Boy Scouts Max Mitchell and Wyatt Taylor partake in the celebration.

1964. He has served as Scoutmas-
ter since 1971. Taylor says there are 
currently seven adults who regularly 
assist with the troop.

Scout Master Taylor says Troop 
98 has a tradition going camp-
ing once a month in and around 
Ohio. Members of the troop thus 
experience camping in all types of 
weather. Part of the folklore sur-
rounding Troop 98 is the story of 
how, during a three-foot snowfall 
in Cleveland in 1950, the National 
Guard was sent out to rescue Troop 
98, which was camping at the Cha-
grin Council Camp. The snow was 
so deep that tanks were used to 
get through to the camp. When the 
tanks appeared, the scouts were 
reportedly puzzled by the arrival of 
their would be rescuers, but were 
doing quite fi ne.

Every few years, the older scouts 
spend a week canoeing through the 
Canadian wilderness. In 2003, in 
honor of the State of Ohio’s Bicen-
tennial, Troop 98 embarked on a 250 
mile, nine day canoe trip from Akron 
to Marietta, Ohio. The trip which 
started on the Ohio Canal, portaged 
to the Tuscarawas River, continued 
south to the Muskingum River and 
onward to Marietta, was chronicled 
by Plain Dealer reporter Brian Al-
brecht and photographer Thomas 
Ondrey in the August 24, 2003 Plain 
Dealer Sunday Magazine.

The troop’s history of community 
service includes countless contribu-
tions to Pilgrim Church and to the 
surrounding community. Projects 
documented in the troop’s archives 
include recycling efforts, community 
clean-ups, helping with maintenance 
of church grounds, distribution of 
goods to the community, assem-
bling to help during emergencies in 
Cleveland, participation in parades, 
marches, drills and encampments. 
Troop 98 was a participant in the 
World Fair held in Cleveland in 1933, 
and proudly sold War Bonds during 
World War II. 

Boy Scout Troop 98 meets every 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at St. Rocco 
Church Hall, 3205 Fulton Road. 
Taylor says about 7 adult leaders 
are involved in leading the troop 
which currently consists of about 
15 boys ages 11 – 18.  At a early 
March meeting of the troop, adult 
leaders Bob Taylor and David Ken-
nard ask the scouts present if they 
were planning on participating in this 
year’s summer camp. They discuss 
getting physicals necessary for the 
camp and raising funds to pay for 
camping fees.

 While noting the $265 cost of the 
camp, Taylor emphasizes, “No scout 

has ever not gone to summer camp 
because they can’t afford to pay.” 
He explains that the boys can earn 
dollars toward their summer camp 
through a number of fundraising op-
portunities. The next big fundraiser 
being an April 9th Basement Sale 
held at Immaculate Conception 
Church at 4129 Superior. Youths 
working various shifts at the daylong 
sale could earn funds to help pay for 
summer camp.

Kennard discusses various oppor-
tunities at the Pioneer Scout Reser-
vation, a camp near the Ohio/Indi-
ana/Michigan border, for the troop 
members to earn merit badges. 
He encourages the youths to try 
for merit badges that involve the 
outdoors and can’t be easily worked 
on in the city. Kennard passed out 
a description of the summer camp 
activities and the merit badges the 
scouts could work on.

Taylor and Kennard also dis-
cussed what scouts would need to 
bring to an upcoming water safety 
training and testing session at Cu-
dell Recreation Center’s pool. The 
scouts would have to prove their 
swimming ability and prepare to use 
various methods of water rescue 
to help prepare them for summer 
camp.

While the Boy Scouts listened 
attentively to the details of how to 
prepare for summer camp, in the 
back of the meeting room, younger 
boys (ages 6 -10) were engaged in 
a cub scout meeting. The two meet-

ings are held at the same time each 
Tuesday night.

Cub Master Lora Smith says 
the Cub Scout Troop serves as a 
feeder pool for Boy Scout Troop 
98. She says cub scouting involves 
a lot of family activities such as 
hiking, camping, fi shing and sports 
events. Smith says she tries to fi nd 
free activities for the boys to attend 

such as a workshop offered by the 
Lakefront State Park on what to do 
if caught on the ice, free Mondays at 
the Cleveland MetroParks Zoo, free 
Tuesdays at the Great Lakes Sci-
ence Museum and a the free Lake 
Erie Boating and Fishing Festival 
held each June.

Editor’s Note: Local writer David 
Distelhorst contributed research to 

this article. Distelhorst, who earned 
the rank of an Eagle Scout as a 
youth, plans to publish Primitive 
Paradise: a book about Scouting & 
Cleveland’s Boy Scout Camps. The 
book will include a history of Troop 
98. Distelhorst hopes make informa-
tion on the book available soon via 
www.facebook.com

BOY SCOUT TROOP 98

continued from page one

STREETLIGHTS

continued from page 4

winter because of accumulations 
of plowed snow along lampposts, 
according to Jim Ferguson, Chief 
of the Bureau of Street Lighting 
with CPP.  

“Downtown presents an accept-
able situation that we have to live 
with,” said Ferguson, indicating that 
it is sound strategy to have repair 
crews repair a greater number of 
fi xtures that are readily accessible 
rather that to tie up crews shovel-
ing snow.

In addition to experiencing the 
impact of a strained economy, CPP 
purchased 18,170 streetlights from 
CEI for $4 million in 2008 with the 
goal of providing services under a 
unifi ed umbrella and realizing cost 
effi ciencies. This increased the num-
ber of streetlights under CPP control 
from 45,858 to 64,028, an increase 
of nearly 40% that caused some 
growing pains from which CPP is 
beginning to recover, said Ferguson. 
CPP spends approximately $12 mil-

lion per year in street lighting.
Senyak recognizes and appre-

ciates both the challenges en-
countered and the improving ef-
fectiveness of CPP. He remains 
concerned, however, about the 
follow-up response to streetlights 
that have been reported as fi xed 
by CCP, but continue to malfunc-
tion. During a three-week period in 
February, Senyak found, during his 
re-inspection process, that 22% of 
the 252 streetlights reported as fi xed 
were still not working.

“I think that 4 out of 5 (80%) is 
the best case scenario that we can 
look for in repairing our streetlights 
given our aging infrastructure,” said 
Senyak. While uncertain of the ac-
tual failure to fi x rate, Ferguson does 
not believe that it is as signifi cant 
as reported by Senyak, but agrees 
that the age of the lighting system, 
which uses numerous types of fi x-
ture, some of which are obsolete, 
presents a challenge.

Crews assigned to night shifts 

are tasked with replacing bulbs, 
sensors, and fuses, while day crews 
are assigned to more diffi cult repairs 
such as fi xture replacement and re-
wiring. In many cases, the fi xed light 
will subsequently fail if undetected 
corrosion and water infiltration 
causes the fuse to short circuit. Such 
problems are especially severe in 
the case of streetlights over bridges 
and under freeway overpasses, ac-
cording to Ferguson.

Having completed his two-year 
demonstration project as a volun-
teer, Senyak was engaged, as of 
March 1, as a contractor by the Ohio 
City Near West Development Cor-
poration (under funding through the 
offi ce of Councilman Cimperman) 
to continue monitoring streetlights 
in the parts of Ward 3 that are west 
of the Cuyahoga River. Senyak has 
indicated a willingness to continue 
to monitor other areas on the West 
Side of Cleveland should resources 
be allocated by other council mem-
bers or public offi cials.

On March 19, the City of Cleve-
land announced a $200,000 pilot 

program to install LED (Light-Emit-
ting Diode) streetlights from various 
manufacturers at test locations in 
order to explore the feasibility of 
establishing an LED street lighting 
system citywide. LED streetlights 
are believed to be more energy ef-
fi cient and durable than the mercury 
vapor and high-pressure sodium 
systems currently in place.

“Our system works and new tech-
nology is coming; if you just bear 
with us, we will take you into the 
future,” said Ferguson.

For the present, however, in 
those areas no longer monitored 
by Senyak, he hopes that residents 
and business owners will utilize 
CPP’s streetlight repair notifi cation 
system in order to address defective 
streetlights as they fail and to avoid 
a backlog of repair problems.

Defective streetlights can be re-
ported to Cleveland Public Power 
online at www.cpp.org/streetoutage.
html or by telephone at (216) 621-
5485.




