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PHOTO PROVIDED BY CLEVELAND 
METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
The City’s Board of Education voted to approve Eric S. 
Gordon as the Chief Executive Offi cer of the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District. Gordon is an Ohio City 
resident. 

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Thursday, July 21, 2011; John Marshall High School, 3952 W. 140th St: 
Satinder P.S. Puri, a retired structural engineer, shows off the archi-
tecture of the high school. Puri is currently challenging the school 
district to renovate the building instead of tearing it down and build-
ing a new one. 

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Friday, July 8, 2011; Augustine Rainbow Camp, Saint Augustine 
Church, 2486 W. 14th St: Mykalah Melton, 5, signs a card for a staff 
member. At the camp, the children learn, play games and work on 
various projects. 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL MCDONALD 
Sunday, July 10, 2011;Vigil for Miguel Reed-Torres, West 98th Street: Over 50 people gathered to remember 
Miguel Reed-Torres, age 9, who was killed by a hit-and-run driver on Friday July 1st 2011. A woman later 
turned herself in to police and was arrested for aggravated vehicular homicide. 

On July 12, 2011, the Board of 
Education of the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District voted to 
approve the at-will employment con-
tract of Chief Executive Offi cer Eric 
S. Gordon.  The one-year contract 
commences July 1, 2011 and ends 
on June 30, 2012 for the District’s 
former Chief Academic Officer. 
Gordon is an Ohio City resident, who 
says he is looking forward to the op-
portunity to lead the district.

“The Board’s vote is not only an 
expression of confidence in my 
leadership,” said Gordon, “but also 
a vote of confi dence in us as an 
organization and in the direction 
we are moving to make Cleveland 
a premier school district.”

The Board and Mr. Gordon agreed 
on fi ve goals to be accomplished 
during his term as CEO: 1) Improv-
ing the District’s graduation rate 
2) Improving the school designa-

tion on the State Report Card for 
schools in Academic Emergency 
and Academic Watch 3) Actively 
recruiting students and families in 
order to maximize enrollment in the 
District’s higher performing schools 
4) Developing and/or implementing 
performance evaluation systems 
that reward and support effective 
principals and teachers 5) Present-
ing a revised Facility Plan for District 
buildings.

The contract entitles Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer, Eric Gordon to receive 
an annual salary of $230,000. 
In keeping with the Board’s and 
Gordon’s promise to negotiate a 
“no frills” contract, the agreement 
does not include benefi ts awarded 
to previous CEOs’ and Superinten-
dents’, including retirement pickup, 
auto allowance, driver and secu-

Ohio City resident Eric Gordon named new CEO 
of Cleveland Metropolitan School District

continued on page 5

by Nora Rodriquez
St. Augustine Church, located on 

West 14th in Tremont, is well known 
for their service operations and 
various community activities. One 
of these activities is the Augustine 
Rainbow Camp. The summer camp 
started in 1973 with around 10 kids, 
according to Gerry Casper, Rainbow 
Camp’s director. In 2011, the camp 

has grown with over 180 kids and 
56 staff members. Since there are a 
large number of children, the camp 
is divided into two age levels with 
fi ve groups in each.

The camp runs for fi ve weeks, 
beginning in July, for children ages 
5-13. After that, campers have the 
opportunity to volunteer or apply for 
a staff position. 

Each morning starts with the 
Morning Assembly. The camp-
ers and counselors sing, give an-
nouncements, describe the theme 
for the week and talk about the 
character trait they want to children 
to exemplify throughout the week. 

“Every year we have an overall 

St. Augustine Rainbow Camp 
provides summer fun for kids

continued to page 4

Campaign to save John Marshall 
High School gains momentum
by Chuck Hoven

John Marshall High School, origi-
nally slated for demolition in Sep-
tember of 2011, received at least a 
one-year stay from the Cleveland 
Municipal School District (CMSD) 
until September of 2012.

Retired structural engineer Satin-
der P.S. Puri is leading a campaign 
to save John Marshall High School 

from the wrecking ball. The cam-
paign has the support of the John 
Marshall Alumni and is featured 
on their website. Puri believes that 
public offi cials are beginning to pay 
attention since he delivered a letter, 
with over 600 signatures supporting 
renovation of the school, to Mayor 
Frank Jackson. 

At it’s July meeting, the Bond 

Accountability Commission, which 
monitors the school facilities plan, 
discussed the prospect of renovat-
ing the school. CMSD CEO Eric 
Gordon announced that the entire 
school facilities plan would be re-
viewed and updated.

Puri believes there is a need for 
review and greater public participa-
tion in the process. In November of 
2010 at the fi rst public meeting, held 
to discuss plans for John Marshall’s 
future, Puri says that the only option 
presented to the public was to build 
a new school. Puri contends that 
the proper way to present the plan 
would be to present two options-- 
building new and renovation. The 
costs and benefi ts of both options 
should have been presented to the 
public for review and discussion. 
The public was never surveyed as to 
whether they wanted a new school 
or to preserve the existing structure, 
said Puri.

CMSD made the decision back 
in January of 2008 to tear down the 
present structure and build a new 
school, Puri said. Documents he 
received indicate that the cost of 
renovating the building were dated 
later than January 2008 when the 

continued on page 5
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Monday, July 18, 2011; Merrick House West Youth Program, 3388 W. 
41st St: Isaiah Linder sets up pins for a bowling match with other par-
ticipants in the youth program. The program is for children from ages 
6 to 15 and provides them with a snack, homework help and various 
other activities. ART 

ARTS IN AUGUST  free 
performances on the lawn in 
Tremont’s Lincoln Park, W. 14th 
and Starkweather (bring a picnic, 
your own blanket or folding chair), 
include: Cleveland Public Theatre’s 
Student Theatre Enrichment 
Program , Fri., Aug. 5, 7 pm; 
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival:  
Othello,  Sat., Aug. 6; Love’s 
Labour’s Lost,  Sun., Aug. 7, 7 
pm; Arts Renaissance Tremont:  
Paul Ferguson  Jazz Orchestra, 
with Evelyn Wright, Vocalist, Fri., 
Aug. 19, 7 pm; Verb Ballets, Fri., 
Aug. 26 and Sat., Aug. 27, 8:30 
pm; Learn more about Othello 
and Love’s Labour’s Lost at free 
program at Visible Voice Books, 
1023 Kenilworth, Thur., Aug. 4 at 
6:30 pm; Free dance class by Verb 
Ballets for youth ages 6 and above 
will be presented on Sat. Aug. 27 at 
2 pm.  For details and registration, 
call Michelle at Tremont West Dev. 
Corp., 216-575-0920. 

EVENTS
CLEVELAND NONVIOLENCE 
NETWORK  10th anniversary will 

be commemorated Sat., July 30, at 
7 pm at the Breen Center for the 
Performing Arts, 1911 W. 30th (at 
Lorain). For info call 216-932-8546 
or email engagepeace@gmail.
com.
HIROSHIMA DAY CONCERT  of 
the Performers and Artists for 
Nuclear Disarmament (PAND) will 
take place on Sat., Aug. 6 at 8 
pm at the First Baptist Church of 
Greater Cleveland, 3630 Fairmount 
Blvd., as part of the church’s 
day-long Diversifest. For info, 
call 216-231-4245 or visit www.
peaceactioncleveland.org.
11th ANNUAL SUMMER SCOOP 
the non-profi t Sanctuary for Senior 
Dogs’ free outdoor party for humans 
and their friendly older dogs (7 & 
older) will be held on Sun., Aug. 7 
from noon -4 pm at the Oak Grove 
Pavillion in Cleveland Metroparks 
Brecksville Reservation, featuring 
games, contests, Old Dog Olympics, 
and info on adopting senior dogs. 
For info, call 216-485-9233 or visit 
www.sanctuaryforseniordogs.org.. 

FILM
ASPHALT CINEMA  monthly family 
fi lm presented by Kamm’s Corners 
Dev. Corp. will present Tangled on 
Fri.,  Aug. 19 at dusk at Impett Park, 
3207 W. 153rd Street, following 
Safety Fair and Ice Cream Social 
from 6-8 pm and music, games and 
children’s activities from 6:30-8:30. 
For info, visit www.kammscorners.
com or call 216-252-6559. 
CAPITOL THEATRE’S free 

summer family fi lm series will 
screen  Muppets From Space  on   
Sat., Aug. 6 at 10 am at the Capitol 
Theatre, 1390  W. 65th (at Detroit). 
Doors open at 9:30 am; seating 
is limited. For info visit www.
capitolcinemas.com.
WEST SHORE FILM SERIES will 
present Gasland on Sat., Aug. 13 
at 7 pm at West Shore Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard. For info, call 440-333-2255 

FORUM
SOCIAL SECURITY FORUM 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Marcia L. 
Fudge will be held Tues., Aug. 
30, noon-2 pm, at Franklin Circle 
Christian Church, 1688 Fulton 
Rd. (at Franklin). Discuss Social 
Secutiry issues with representatives 
from both Social Security and the 
Benjamin Rose Institute. For info, 
call 216-522-4900.

HEALTH
METROHEALTH HEALTH FAIR  
will be held Sat., Aug. 13, 9 am 
– 1 pm at La Sagrada Familia 
Church, 7719 Detroit, including  
free mammograms by MetroHealth 
doctors, pap exams, and , blood 
pressure, cholesterol, and HIV 
testing.            
FREE BREAST & CERVICAL 
CANCER SCREENINGS  for 
uninsured women 40 and over 
will be offered on Mon., Aug. 22, 
4-8 p.m. at Lakewood Hospital 
Community Center, 1450 Belle 
Avenue, 2nd fl oor.  Reservations are 
essential. To register, women must 
call BOTH 1-800-443-2168 and 
216-476-4673. 
FREE SCREENINGS  in August 
at the Fairview Hospital Wellness 
Center, 3035 Wooster Rd. (at 
Center Ridge Rd.) include:blood 
pressure: Wed, Aug. 10, 9:30 am – 
noon, podiatrist foot screening: Sat., 
Aug. 13, 9 am – noon, glaucoma 

by Chuck Hoven
At the end of March 2011, when 

Merrick House closed their West 
location in the Lin Omni Center at 
3167 Fulton Road, their board and 
staff promised to continue services 
to the Clark Fulton neighborhood. 
The primary program they promised 
to continue in the neighborhood 
was the Merrick House West Youth 
Program.

Merrick House Executive Director 
Kathy Marsh says Merrick House 
accepted an offer from Bethany 
United Church of Christ, at 3348 
W. 41st, to rent them two classroom 
spaces and use of their cafete-
ria/social hall for $100 per month. 
Marsh says Merrick House now is 
offering a summer program at the 
new site and is preparing to offer an 
after school program when school 
begins again. 

Youth Coordinator Malvina Rose 
coordinates the Merrick House West 
Youth Program with assistance from 

Merrick House continues to serve youth 
in Clark Fulton area at new location

her daughter Charity and an adult 
volunteer. Rose says the program 
targets children ages 6 – 15, but has 
a few older children involved. Rose 
says about thirty children are cur-
rently enrolled in the program, and 
the program can serve between 40 
and 50 children. She estimates that 
about half of children, enrolled in the 
program at the old Lin Omni Center 
site, continued with the program at 
the new site, which is about .6 of a 
mile away from the previous site.

In the summer, the program is 
open from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday 
thru Friday. Youths attending the 
summer program receive a snack 
each day, participate in various arts 
and crafts projects, play games, and 
join in various activities designed 
to increase social skills and build 
character.

Rose says that a primary focus 
of the program is helping youths 
develop good social skills. She 
says children participating in the 

program have often spent a lot of 
time at home by themselves. Even 
in school, short lunch periods leave 
little time for youths to interact with 
one another and develop good 
social skills. 

Rose says she tries to create 
a family atmosphere at the youth 
center. She says role-playing, with 
some youths acting as waiters 
and waitresses during snack time, 
helps to break the ice and build new 
friendships. Rose says that on hot 
summer days the youths often bring 
a change of clothes and the group 
walks to near-by Trent Park to enjoy 
the water spout installed by the City 
of Cleveland.

This summer, the youths are par-
ticipating in a Junior Achievement 
Program to improve their fi nancial 
literacy, develop entrepreneurship 
skills and learn how to prepare 
themselves to participate in the 
workforce.
continued on page 6

continued on page 7
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PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN 
Wednesday, July 6, 2011; Cleveland Cold Storage Building, Abbey 
at West 14th: The Ohio Department of Transportation demolishes the 
structure to make way for the new Inner Belt Bridge. Completion of the 
bridge is expected to be in 2013 at a cost of more than $287 million.

Madison Avenue cameras help nab robbery suspect
by Chuck Hoven

Using images captured on secu-
rity cameras along Madison Avenue, 
police captured an armed robbery 
suspect who later confessed to 
fourteen armed robberies.

According to a police report fi led 
by Detective Lawrence McGervey 
of the First District Detective Bu-
reau, the suspect, Michael Steele, 
robbed Frank’s Tackle Shop at 
10802 Madison Avenue just after 7 
a.m. on Saturday July 2nd. He report-
edly entered the rear door while the 
merchant was cleaning the minnow 
tanks. He forced her at gunpoint to 
open the register and then into the 
bathroom while he gathered cash 
and items from the store including 
cigarettes and some knives. The 
suspect fl ed eastbound on Madison 
Avenue on foot.

Steele fl ed through the target area 
where businesses and institutions 
are monitoring the street with secu-
rity cameras as part of the Madison 
Avenue Safety Initiative of SAFE-
16. The cameras recorded Steele’s 
path as he proceeded down to West 
Boulevard where cameras indicate 
he turned and entered the fi rst or 
second house or apartment

 SAFE-16 staff member 
Birgit Hilliard says she was heading 
out on a vacation fi shing trip and 
stopped at Frank’s Tackle to buy 
a new fi shing rod for her husband.  
When she learned of the robbery, 
she made some calls and alerted 
the SAFE-16 network of property 
owners and merchants who share 
internet protocol addresses so they 
can view multiple cameras focused 
on Madison Avenue.

 SAFE-16 staff member Michael 
McDonald says alert merchants 
were able to track the suspect’s path 
with their cameras and provide him 
with a quality time stamped image of 
the suspect with a clear image of his 
face. The image was time stamped 
at 7:17 a.m. on July 2nd and shows 
the suspect carrying a while bag and 
running down the street. McDonald 
emailed the image to First District 
Detective McGervey on Tuesday, 
July 5th.

The image proved important, as 
according to the police report, the 
suspect was wearing a “gator mask” 
when he robbed the store along with 
a dark blue hoodie. The bag Steele 
was carrying matched bags from the 
store and his clothing fi t the descrip-
tion given at Frank’s Tackle.

On July 6th, McGervey went to visit 
Odyssey Jewelers and Pawn where 
he hoped to view video images of 
where Steele went after turning 
onto West Boulevard. When leav-
ing Odyssey Jewelers, Detective 
McGervey said he looked across the 
street and observed a person who 
matched the suspect’s description 
in front of an apartment at 2006 
West Blvd.

Detective McGervey says he 
called to get a zone car to check 
out the suspect. After circling the 
block, the suspect had left the scene 
but Detective VanVerth contacted 
Detective McGervey to tell him that 
he observed what appeared to be an 

apartment manager at the West Blvd 
apartment building and had asked 
him to identify the suspect from the 
still camera image. The apartment 
manager said the image looked like 
one of the tenants, Michael Steele.

By that evening, the suspect 
Steele had been located by vice 
detectives and picked up. Detec-
tives had also conducted a content 
search of the suspect’s apartment 
and found some DVDs reported 
stolen from an adult bookstore on 
Berea Road along with knives sto-
len from Frank’s Tackle. Detective 
McGervey says he was called in to 
interview the suspect. In the police 
report, McGervey states “After being 
advised of his rights and signing 
an advice of rights form, Steele 
proceeded to confess to numerous 
robberies in Cleveland as well as 
two from the suburbs (Parma, and 
Brookpark).”

In addition to Frank’s Tackle, 
Steele confessed to armed robber-

ies in Cleveland that included: three 
robberies at Adult Mart, 3101 Berea 
Rd on July 1st, June 19th and March 
23rd; Westpark Lawnmower, 12815 
Lorain Avenue on June 18th; Liquid 
Planet 11002 Clifton on June 19th; 
Izzo’s Café, 10032 Lorain Avenue 
on June 1st; a Convenience Store, 
11006 Detroit Ave on March 8th; Viet-
nam Market, 5506 Detroit on April 
4; Ohio City Pizza, 3223 Lorain on 
May 5th, and Curvey Consignments 
at 13902 Puritas on May 12th.

Steele reported to Detective 
McGervey that he robbed all of the 
locations alone and traveled on 
foot or by bicycle. He said he used 
a gun stolen from his Fairview Park 
girlfriend. Steele said the weapon 
did not have a clip and it was not 
loaded during any of the robberies. 
McGervey said Steele told him he 
kept a journal in his bedroom where 
he wrote about how bad he felt fol-
lowing the robberies.

New park construction at Zone and Cudell recreation centers

In late June, city offi cials and 
community members gathered 
to celebrate the groundbreaking 
at Zone Recreation Center, 6301 
Lorain Avenue, and the ribbon 
cutting at Cudell Recreation Center, 
1910 West Blvd., both for the 
construction of new park features.

The new and improved features 
planned for Zone include: two 
renovated ball diamonds, a new 
soccer fi eld, two tennis courts, 
an aquatic spray pad, a new 
playground, skate park and a multi-
purpose path with exercise stations, 

a park shelter and dog park, new 
parking areas and more.  The new 
park features and improvements 
are scheduled for completion June 
2012. 

Cudell’s new features include 
a spray pad with water toys on 
the pool’s sundeck, a new fi eld 
for football and soccer practices 
plus improvements and upgrades 
to the parking lot, sidewalks and 
gardens. 

For more information  call 664-
2561 or visit the City’s website at 
www.city.cleveland.oh.us.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Friday, July 8, 2011; Augustine Rainbow Camp, Saint Augustine 
Church, 2486 W. 14th St: Chelsea Taylor, counselor, and Kelly Finitsas, 
age 10, play a game while waiting to attend the next activity for the 
camp day.

theme for camp. This year’s theme 
is Travel Through Time,” said Nata-
lie Rodriquez, one of the two Level 
Leaders. Each week there is a mini-
theme, such as medieval times and 
future.

During the day, the campers spilt 
into groups, assigned by age, and 
attend Arts and Crafts, Computer, 
Cooking, and Sports. The campers 
also have an opportunity to swim at 
Lincoln Park pool twice a week and 
attend a fi eld trip once a week. This 
year, fi eld trips included the Cleve-
land Natural History Museum, the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Pioneer 
Waterland, Great Lakes Science 
Center or Fun-n-Stuff and Lake Me-
troparks Farmpark. On the last day 
of camp, there is a talent show in the 
gazebo in Lincoln Park in Tremont. 
Family and friends are invited to 
watch each group perform.

Although the camp is central-

ized on fun for the children, it also 
focuses on health and safety. “We 
have a nurse here all day and a 
secretary always in the offi ce,” said 
Rodriquez.  During the cook-
ing activity, they try to focus on 
healthy and easy-to-make snacks, 
according to Level Leader Renee 
Rawlings. Rawlings is currently go-
ing on her eighth year of working at 
the camp.

 “I love the mission and what it 
stands for and providing a safe place 
for children to engage in exciting 
and fun activities,” said Rawlings. 
The goal of the camp is to teach the 
children to become better citizens 
and to learn respect, fairness and 
sportsmanship while providing them 
with a place to have fun, according 
to Rawlings. 

Applications for the summer are 
available in the church office in 
the spring with camp fees at $15 
a week. 

St. Augustine Rainbow Camp
continued from page one

West Side Cleveland 
Foodbank member 
agencies honored

The Cleveland Foodbank recently 
honored the successes of its mem-
ber agencies at its 2011 Recogni-
tion Event. Two west side agencies 
were celebrated at the luncheon at 
Windows on the River.

Walk of Faith Community Center, 
12833 Lorain Avenue, was honored 
as the Innovative Program of the 
Year.  Their mission is to provide 
individuals, families and the com-
munity with resources and services 
to enhance their quality of life. In 
addition to addressing hunger, Walk 
of Faith recognizes various needs, 
develops other programs such as 
shoe donation, after-school tutor-
ing, home budgeting seminars and 
provides Ohio Benefi t Bank coun-
selors onsite that help with eligibility 
for food stamps. They also served 
51,235 meals in 2010.

West Side Catholic Center at W. 
32nd and Lorain Avenue was hon-
ored as the Multi-Service Program 
of the Year. Their programs include 
hot meals, street survival, outreach 
and advocacy services that address 
a multitude of needs. The Drop-In 
Center is open 6 days a week and 
they offer two lunch options that 
clients can choose from.  59,003 
meals served in 2010.

The Cleveland Foodbank pro-
vides food and critical nonfood 
products to 600 local food pantries, 
soup kitchens, shelters and other 
programs such as child-care cen-
ters and homes for the elderly in 
northeast Ohio.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Friday, July 8, 2011; Augustine Rainbow Camp, Saint Augustine Church, 2486 W. 14th St: Adam Rawlings, 
junior counselor, leads campers in a camp song and dance while waiting for the last activity of the day 
to start. At the end of each week, all the campers come together to participate in a group activity. 

rity service and reimbursement for 
annuity payments.  The contract 
specifi cally stipulates the CEO will 
not be provided a District vehicle 
for his transportation, nor will there 
be a District employee assigned to 
drive, chauffeur or provide protective 
security for the CEO. The District 
will provide Gordon with mileage 
reimbursement for District related 
travel in his personal car

Until the Board appointment, 
Gordon served as Chief Academic 
Offi cer of CMSD, a position he has 
held since October 2007. He was a 
signifi cant contributor to the devel-
opment of the district’s Academic 
Transformation Plan in 2010. In ad-
dition, he is responsible for principal 
and teacher professional develop-

ment, organizational and individual 
performance goals, evaluation and 
assessment. 

Gordon completed both a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Second-
ary Mathematics Education and 
a Master’s of Education degree 
in School Administration and Su-
pervision at Bowling Green State 
University. In 2005, he earned his 
Superintendent’s License from Ohio 
State University.

On Monday, July 11, 2011, Frank 
G. Jackson swore-in Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District board 
members to 4-year terms to end 
on June 30, 2015. Denise W. Link, 
Louise P. Dempsey and Iris M. 
Rodriguez were reappointed to 
the Board of Education and Eric L. 
Wobser and Shaletha T. Mitchell 
were newly appointed. Wobser is an 
Ohio City resident and the Director 
of Ohio City Incorporation.

CEO Eric Gordon
continued from page one

   About forty Cleveland activists 
came together on July 21st at a 
meeting hosted by Organize! Ohio to 
view Parent Power-- an inspirational 
video about educational reform in 
New York City, and discuss how to 
encourage Cleveland parents and 
community members to get involved 
in a similar effort. 

The video, produced by the An-
nenberg Institute for School Reform, 
portrays the successes of broad-
based, community organizations 
working to reform underperforming 
schools in New York City. Several 
Clevelanders, after attending a talk 
given by the fi lm’s Executive Pro-
ducer Eric Zachary, encouraged 
local activists to come to the meeting 
to learn how community organiza-
tions in New York City pushed for 
educational reforms. 

According to information posted 
on the Annenberg Institute website, 
in April of this year, the Annenberg 
Institute for School Reform launched 
a Center for Education Organizing in 
New York City. The Center for Edu-
cation Organization hopes to share 
the experience gained over the 
past 15 years of organizing around 
educational issues in New York 
City, in order to develop a “national 
team focused on nurturing grass-
roots, education organizing efforts 
and building community capacity 
to infl uence the direction of public 
education.”

Organize! Ohio will host another 
viewing of the video with a follow-up 
discussion on August 24th at 5:30 
p.m. at 3500 Lorain Avenue. Parents 
and community members interested 
in participating in educational reform 
are encouraged to attend.

Clevelanders to explore joining 
national educational reform effort

SAVE JOHN MARSHALL

continued from page one

plan to build a new school was ap-
proved by the Board of Education. 
Preliminary analysis of data by the 
Bond Accountability Commission 
(BAC) presented at its July meeting 
indicates that the cost of rehabbing 
John Marshall is substantially less 
than the cost of demolition and 
building new. The BAC analysis 
indicates that an Ohio School Fa-
cilities Commission (OSFC) report, 
issued in 2008, estimated the overall 
renovation cost at $42.51 million. 
The BAC report indicates that the 
budget for demolition and replace-
ment of Marshall is $50.03 million. 
However, Bond Accountability Com-
mission report indicated that under 
Ohio Schools Facilities Commission 
rules the locally funded portion of the 
project would most likely be higher if 
the district chooses renovation over 
building a new building.

Puri walks the John Marshall 
neighborhood with a two-wheel 
shopping cart with a sign urging 
onlookers to “Save John Marshall.” 
Puri carries a letter to Mayor Frank 
Jackson urging him to save John 
Marshall. Since Puri began his 
campaign in May of this year, over 
1,000 petitioners have joined in the 
effort by adding their signature to 
the letter to Mayor Jackson. Puri is 
also distributing yard signs to further 
promote the campaign.

Puri, who as a structural engineer 
worked with some of the world’s top 
architects, calls the John Marshall 
building “an architectural gem.” 
Puri says, “The building is unique. It 
has features you don’t see in other 
buildings.” He notes elements of 
Greek architecture in the building. 
He says the carved stonework on 
the building’s exterior would not be 
easy to do today because the crafts 
people to do that type of quality work 
are rare today.

Also, he says, the existing John 
Marshall campus contains a swim-
ming pool, an underground track 
and an auditorium. A new building 
would not contain these features 
and new schools are being built with 
cafeterias that double as auditori-
ums – which Puri notes offer inferior 
performance space.

Puri says that John Marshall, de-
signed by British architect George 
M. Hopkinson, and built in 1932, is 
a designated landmark. Hopkinson 
designed 17 Cleveland schools, 
including John Hay High School 
and Rhodes High School – both 
landmark schools that have been 
renovated as part of the CMSDs’ 
school facilities program.

Puri says the renovations of John 
Hay and Rhodes high schools prove 
the district has experience rehab-
bing landmark buildings. He wants 

the John Marshall community to 
receive the same respect given to 
supporters of the other two landmark 
high schools.

 “The right of a community to 
hold onto their heritage is a basic 
right,” says Puri. He has strong 
feelings that once a building is 
declared a landmark, it should 
remain a landmark. He quotes 
from the Landmarks Commission 
mission statement, “to encourage 
the preservation of historically and 
architecturally signifi cant buildings 
and historic districts in the city of 
Cleveland.”

When Puri began the campaign 
in May of 2011, the demise of John 
Marshall was imminent with the 
building slated to be demolished in 
September of 2011. The John Mar-
shall alumni were hosting a wake 
and open house at the school to say 
farewell to their beloved building. 
Puri attended the event and urged 
alumni to support his efforts to call 
for renovation rather than demoli-
tion of the building. Over seventy 
alumni student signed the petition 
to the mayor and the John Marshall 
Alumni Association joined in the 
campaign to renovate the existing 
school rather than build a new build-

ing. The campaign is now featured 
on the John Marshall alumni website 
at www.jmhalumni.com. 

After the alumni event, the cam-
paign began to gain momentum 
with alumni from all over the United 
States and even a soldier in Af-
ganistan joining in the petition drive. 
As fate would have it, the CMSD 
delayed the demolition for another 
year due to difficulties in finding 
space to accommodate Marshall 
students during the demolition of 
the building and construction of the 
new school.

At the Kamm’s Corners Fourth of 
July parade, Puri joined the John 
Marshall Alumni fl oat and marched 
through the West Park neighbor-
hood urging an estimated crowd of 
10,000 onlookers to help Save John 
Marshall.

Satinder P.S. Puri believes 
that once a decision is made to 
“preserve our history” all the other 
problems related to fi nancing the 
project can be resolved.
Editor’s Note: To learn more 
about the campaign to Save John 
Marshall visit the John Marshall 
Alumni website at www.jmhalumni.
com or call Satinder P.S. Puri at 
216-251-3978.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Monday, July 18, 2011; Merrick House West Youth Program, 3388 W. 41st St: Grace Rose and Dezinee Norris 
hold up signs they decorated at the youth program.

About fi fty youths from the Mer-
rick West and Merrick House Youth 
Starkweather participated in the 
youth basketball league held at the 
Merrick House Tremont location. 
Adult volunteers, from Scranton 
Road Ministries and the Cleveland 
Municipal School District, helped to 
coach the teams.

When the Merrick House van is 
in good working order, the youths 
in the program also have the op-
portunity to participate in fi eld trips 
to educational sites such as the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, the 
Science center, the Cleveland Art 
Museum and other sites offering free 
admission on certain days.

Youths from Merrick House’s 

programs at the Bethany and Stark-
weather locations also learn about 
opportunities to participate in pro-
grams such as the Youth Outdoors 
Program, a partnership between 
the Cleveland Metroparks and Ohio 
State University Extension 4-H 
which provides outdoor adventures 
for youth ages 8-18 and Youth Op-
portunities Unlimited, a summer jobs 
program for youths ages 14-18.

During the school year, the Mer-
rick House West Youth Program 
will offer after-school homework as-
sistance, and participants will have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
“Youth in Business” program that 
teaches youths how run a business. 
The after school program, which 
provides each child with a snack, will 
run from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. on Monday 
thru Friday during the school year.

Merrick House Executive Director 
Marsh says that, when the program 
was located at the Lin Omni Center, 
most participants in the after school 
program attended St. Rocco’s 
school next door. Marsh says in the 
Bethany UCC location, she expects 
the program to recruit students from 
nearby Thomas Jefferson School 

as well.
Marsh says two Merrick House 

Board Members, Paul Santora and 
Bob Grambo, have taken a special 
interest in the Merrick House West 
Youth Program and are working to 
secure resources for the program. 
Her wish list includes additional 
computers (the program now has 
four). Marsh says Merrick House 
is participating in two neighbor-
hood needs assessments  -- one 
Ward 14 assessment initiated by 
Councilman Brian Cummins and 
one by the John Carroll University 
Non-Profi t Administration Program’s 
Capstone Program which is work-
ing to assess the service needs of 
Merrick House programs and the 
neighborhoods served by Merrick 
House (Tremont, Brooklyn Centre, 
Stockyard and Clark Fulton). The 
needs assessments will help Mer-
rick House’s Board of Trustees and 
staff to determine what additional 
programs and services are needed 
in the neighborhoods it serves.

To get more information on the 
Merrick House West Youth Program 
or to sign up for the program, contact 
Malvina Rose at (216) 771-5077.

MERRICK HOUSE
continued from page one

L.J. Minor Company plans to 
expand West 25th St. facility
by Jerleen Justus

LJ Minor/Nestle Plant Manager 
Shawn Faber and Architect Jim 
Larsen attended the July 7, 2011, 
Tremont West Development Corp. 
(TWDC) Economic Development 
Committee meeting to discuss the 
company’s plans for expansion of 
the 2621 West 25 Street facility.  

Public records show that on April 
5, the Switzerland owned North 
American headquarters, based 
in Solon, released a statement 
confirming their commitment for 
the multi-million dollar investment 
of the Cleveland facility-- adding 
advanced technologies, processes 
and continuing to provide jobs in the 
Cleveland area. The sixty-year old 
Cleveland based company, founded 
in 1951 by food scientist Dr. L.J. 
Minor, employs between 250 and 
499 employees.

 On June 22, Nestle Professional/
LJ Minor Company representatives 
appeared before the Near West De-
sign Review District Committee for 
a schematic review of the proposed 
35,850 square foot expansion of 
the existing facility. The Cleveland 
based Minor’s/Nestle Professional 
manufacturing plant is well-known 
for its stock products of sauces and 
soup bases for the professional 
chefs industry. 

According to Faber, the expan-
sion would be completed in two 
phases with Phase I being the actual 
building enlargement under roof by 
November 2011.  The second phase 
would deal with additional parking, 
beautifi cation and extra safety pre-
cautions for employees.

Although the Plant Manager did 
indicate that the company was in 
possession of property holdings to 
support the expansion and parking 
facilities, the question did arise as 
to plans for buying out surrounding 
resident homeowners living in close 
proximity of the facility.  

With fall fast approaching and a 
number of scheduling conflicts it 
was suggested by TWDC/ED Chair 
Henry Senyak that a public meeting 
be arranged in the near future as a 
means of minimizing the time factor 
in getting the proposals to residents 
and the Lincoln Heights Block Club 
for review.  Currently a meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for some time 

in August 2011.  Senyak stated that 
this would be a necessary step since 
the plans did indicate the need for 
certain permits/variances by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals.  Ward 14 
Councilman Brian Cummins stated 
that they would be working closely 
with city offi cials.

TWDC SII Development Project 
Manager Sammy Catania, who sits 
on the Near West Design Review 
Board, stated that although the 
company’s plans for Phase I of the 
project did not require approval/sup-
port of the organization, it was his 
(Catania’s) suggestion that they 
present their proposed plans to the 
committee membership.

Residents living in the Ward 14 
Lincoln Heights Block Club neigh-
borhood are concerned that the 
company’s plans for expansion 
will require West 25 Street zoning 
changes that may have an adverse 
effect their community. Although 
Councilman Cummins did not open 
a discussion on any new plans for 
zoning changes, meetings have 
been recently scheduled with the 
West 25 Street Scranton Road 
zoning change proposals slated on 
the agenda. 

Prior to any discussions taking 
place on July 7, 2011, the now 
Switzerland owned North American 
based company’s representatives 
insisted that those participating in 
the meeting discussions sign a non-
disclosure agreement.  According to 
Faber the signing of the classifi ed 
document is standard practice. It 
was stated at the onset of the con-
versations that TWDC Staff, Ward 
14 Councilman Brian Cummins and 
others had previously signed the 
confi dentiality pact.

A few days earlier, TWDC Ex-Of-
fi cio Board member Deane Malaker, 
ESQ, expressed his concern that 
signing such an agreement could 
put committee members and others 
at the risk of being liable and made 
answerable for any leaks from other 
sources.  Attorney Malaker left the 
conference room and waited outside 
for the next agenda item to be up for 
discussion. 

Clifton Arts & Musicfest 
award winners announded

Entries in the following catego-
ries were chosen as winners in the 
Juried Art Show at the 24th Annual 
Clifton Arts & Musicfest on Saturday, 
June 18, 2011: Best of Show – Don 
Morrow, Genuine Beach Glass from 
Lakewood, OH (Jewelry); Best of 
Show, Fine Art –  Connie Adams, 
Watercolors by Constance from Per-
ry, OH (Watercolors);  Best of Show, 
Crafts - Deborah Woolfork, Deborah 
Woolfork Jewelry Designs from 
Solon, OH (Jewelry);  Founder’s 
Award - James Brindle, Stonewood 
Turnings from Parma, OH (Wood/
Alabaster); Stanley Mason Award 
Popular Choice Award- Martin 
Frolick, Old Patagonia Pottery from 
Hermitage, PA (Ceramics);  Stu-
dent Scholarship Award - Kimberly 
Farkas from Malone, University in 
Canton, OH;  Student Scholarship 
Award - Alison Slak from Columbia 
College in Chicago, IL.

Fine artisans interested in being 
added to the mailing list for the 25th 
Annual Clifton Arts & Musicfest 
on Saturday, June 16, 2012 may 
email their contact info (Name, ad-
dress, phone, email) to: cudell@
multiverse.com or go to www.cudell.
com in January 2012 to download 
an application.
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PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ 
Saturday, July 23, 2011; Ambassador in Sports Soccer Camp spon-
sored by Scranton Road Bible Church, Luis Munoz Middle School 
Field, Castle Avenue and Scranton Road: Jacob Rentas, age 7, 
practices dribbling the ball through various cones on the fi eld. 

COMMUNITY BOARD 

risk assessment & vision screening 
for adults: Thu., Aug. 11, 1:30-3 
pm. For info and reservations, call 
1-877-234-3488

OTHER
CLEVELAND 2011 PAINT 
PROGRAM  applications are being 
accepted until Aug. 31 for eligible 
Cleveland residents to receive up 
to $400 in free paint and supplies. 
Applications available at local 
CDCs, many library branches, and 
www.cityofcleveland.com?. For 
info, call Anthony Bango at 216-
961-9073, x208.
LEGAL  AID BRIEF ADVICE AND 
REFERRAL CLINIC held Sat., Aug. 
6, 9:45 am – noon, at the West Side 
Catholic Center, 3135 Lorain Ave. 
Civil matters only. Call 216-687-
1900 or visit www.lasclev.org. 
N E I G H B O R H O O D 
CONNECTIONS  deadline for its 
next round of grants for grass roots 
neighborhood projects is Fri., Aug. 
12 at 5 pm. Interested applicants can 
fi nd helpful information on applying 
at a Grantseeker Orientation,  
Mon., Aug. 1, 6-8 pm, at Stockyard, 
Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn Centre 
CDO, 3167 Fulton Rd., Suite 303. 
For info, call 216-861-3810 or visit 

www.neighborhoodgrants.org.
PHONE BOOK RECYCLING  
continues through Sept. 30 at 
Cleveland  Metroparks locations 
including Cleveland Metroparks 
Zoo, Hippo Parking Lot, 3900 
Wildlife Way. For info, call 216-443-
3749 or visit www.cuyahogaswd.
org. 

SENIORS
SENIOR LAWN CUTTING 
PROGRAM  of the Cleveland Dept. 
of Aging offers monthly lawn cutting 
through October for eligible older or 
disabled Cleveland homeowners.  
For info, call 216-664-3998 or 216-
664-4694.  

VOLUNTEERS
HOSPICE VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING  for interested 
volunteers (age 13 and older)  will 
be Saturdays, Aug. 13 through 
Sept. 24, 9 am-noon, at Hospice 
of the Western Reserve, 14601 
Detroit Ave.  For  info or to register,  
call Libby White, 216-227-9048 or 
email ewhite@hospicewr.org. 

YOUTH
CITY OF CLEVELAND OUTDOOR 
POOLS  are now also open on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.   SPRAY 
BASINS  will be open when 
temperatures reaches 80°,  through 

Aug. 12.
STORY TIME AT LINCOLN 
PARK GAZEBO,  West 14th and 
Starkweather, for children 18 
mos. to 10 years and their families 
includes crafts, puppet shows, story 
reading, and prizes Saturdays , 1-
2:30 pm, throughout August. For 
info call 216-771-5077 or visit www.
merrickhouse.org. 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEROES  2011-
2012  is an ongoing after school 
program for middle and high school 
students  to work with naturalists 
and scientists from Metroparks 
and CWRU in researching and 
solving environmental problems. 
Orientation is Aug. 8-19; after-
school sessions weekly throughout 
the academic year. All sessions 
are at the Canalway Center in the 
Metroparks’ Ohio & Erie Canal 
Reservation, 4524 E. 49th Street. 
For info or application, call 216-
368-5075 or email kmk21@case.
edu.  
MAYOR”S   YOUTH SUMMIT &  
CMSD BACK TO SCHOOL FAIR  
on Sat., Aug. 13, 10 am – 2 pm at 
Public Auditorium, 500 Lakeside, 
offers school and community info, 
school supplies, health screenings, 
and more. Registration begins at 
8:30 am. For info, call 216-664-
2222.   

continued from page 2
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FLEA MARKETS/
THRIFTS/YARD SALES

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Furni-
ture, clothing, baby needs & more. 
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m. 
- Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.
SATURDAY, AUGUST  13.  9:00AM 
to ??   HUGE AREA WIDE YARD 
SALE!  SOUTH OF I 90.  Nearly ev-
ery street between West 73RD/Clark 
Ave, and West 105th/Jasper Ave.!!!  
Your chance to fi nd great deals on 
everything!

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Rental 
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 

apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.
SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT: 
Kitchen privileges and cable. W. 
86th/Clark area, (216) 281-4639.

FOR SALE
SCOOTER FOR SALE: 2009 - 200 
c.c. Honda Shadow. 2005, 600 cc. 
Low Miles. 216-409-7426.

FOR SALE
RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT AND 
SUPPLIES: Some available – or will 
seek and fi nd. Reasonable prices.  
Consultant: restaurant start-ups & 
buying and selling restaurants. Low 
fees. Call Mike at 216-970-8504

HELP WANTED
BAR MAID: Apply in Person. Red 
Pepper Lounge, 7115 Lorain Ave. 
216-281-9369.

MAINTENANCE
ACTION MAINTENANCE: Handy 
people are available for most of your 
home maintenance and repair proj-
ects inside and outside your home. 
216-618-0015 or amc_cleveland@
yahoo.com.

WANTED
BUYING ALL MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS: Any condition. Cash Paid. 
Will pick up: 216-459-9270.

Recent Cleveland Metropolitan School District Grads 
given opportunity to become union apprentices
by Chuck Hoven

In an effort to get younger people 
involved in the construction trades, 
the Union Construction Indus-
try Partnership – Apprenticeship 
Skills Achievement Program (UCIP-
ASAP) partnered with Employment 
Connections and Turner Construc-
tion along with its subcontractors 
on the Medical Mart project, to offer 
fi ve Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District (CMSD) graduates the op-
portunity to become union appren-
tices. The CMSD recent graduates 
will attend an eight week pre-ap-
prenticeship program. Graduates 
of the eight-week UCIP-ASAP will 
be given the opportunity to choose 
an apprenticeship in a whole range 
of construction industry unions that 
are part of the partnership.

Bob Verhoff, Interim Executive 
Director of UCIP-ASAP says fi ve 
individuals who have graduated 
from Cleveland Metropolitan School 

District (CMSD) high schools in the 
past five years were selected to 
participate in the pre-apprentice-
ship program, which began on July 
25 and will run until September 
9th. Turner Construction and its 
subcontractors on the Medical Mart 
project, along with Employment 
Connections, are supporting the 
project. They are providing funds 
to help those participating in the 
program with tuition, stipends, daily 
expenses, safety gear, and funds to 
cover application costs.

The UCIP-ASAP July class origi-
nally was to target fi ve graduates 
from this year’s Max Hayes High 
School Construction Program. 
UCIP-ASAP had applied for Federal 
Workforce Investment Act funds to 
help pay for tuition and other costs 
for the new graduates. However, 
while they were waiting to hear 
from the federal government about 
funding, the Max Hayes students all 

accepted jobs at Alcoa.
Verhoff says UCIP-ASAP did not 

receive the federal grant, yet were 
able to fi nd sponsors to go forward 
with the CMSD recent grads. Ver-
hoff hopes that participants in the 
program will join an apprenticeship 
in a trade about which they are pas-
sionate. He says, upon graduation 
from UCIP-ASAP. it is hoped that 
those graduates of the program that 
join apprenticeships, that match the 
needs of the Medical Mart project, 
will work on that project. Each union 
apprenticeship requires both class-
room hours and a certain number 
work hours to earn journeyman 
status.

Trickling it down and calling it honey
by Bruce Grossman

I’m not an economist, and I cer-
tainly don’t have a Nobel Prize, but 
I just can’t understand how taking 
money from the very poorest people 
in society and giving it to the very 
richest is going to make this country 
more prosperous. In fact, the dis-
crepancy in income distribution is 
already at an all time high.  Some 
sources state that right now only 
one percent of the population owns 
thirty percent of the wealth, and fi ve 

percent own sixty percent. There 
doesn’t seem to be much room for 
improvement.
   Here in the inner ring neighbor-
hood, where I live, in Cleveland 
(Ohio City), I see this dilemma 
played out on a daily basis.  The 
town fathers are trying their best to 
upgrade and gentrify this place, but 
it’s a slow process and there are 
still lots of dilapidated houses and 
the wrong kinds of people (myself 
included).

COMMENTARY/HUMOR

You can’t walk out door without 
people asking you for money. Here 
is where I can see that poor people 
have it all wrong and are not genera-
tors of wealth. I mean, they’re always 
asking you for a quarter. If you have 
a quarter, then they immediately ask 
you for a dollar, then fi ve, and so on, 
until you feel so frustrated that you 
give them nothing instead.

They should learn form the Big 
Boys in non-profi t fundraising-- “Ex-
cuse me sir, but I’m collecting for 
the Forty Ounces and a Mule Fund 
and we have four different levels of 
sponsorship. The Platinum Level 
begins at $100 and we’ll spray paint 
your name on our Wall of Fame 
around the corner. The Gold Level 
begins at seventy-fi ve and you get 
a year’s subscription of stolen Bible 
tracts. The Silver Level is twenty-fi ve 
and we promise not to follow you 
down the street.  Lastly, the Bronze 
Level is whatever you feel comfort-
able with.  Which level is best for 
your budget?”

So maybe the Nobel Economists 
are right. From now on whenever a 
mendicant asks me for a quarter, I 
politely say “Sorry, I don’t have it,” 
and look for the best-dressed person 
I can find (usually they’re sitting 
on the patio of the Belgium Beer 
Micropub).  Like John Rockefeller, 
Sr., I hand this person a shiny new 
quarter and say, “Here son, invest 
this wisely. The nation is counting 
on you.”




