PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, May 7, 2001; St. Ignatius High School 125th Anniversary Celebration, St. Mary of the Assumption Chapel,
St. Ignatius High School Campus, 1911 W. 30th Street: Rev.
William Murphy, S. J. celebrates the 125th Anniversary
Mass with St. Ignatius alumni and their families.
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SPARK program at Clark Elementary
prepares children for kindergarten
by Nora Rodriquez
On Saturday, May 14, The Literacy Cooperative hosted children,
parents and tutors from the SPARK,
Supporting Partnerships to Assure
Ready Kids program at the Children’s Museum of Cleveland.
SPARK is an in-home tutoring
program that prepares children for
kindergarten, using home lesson

plans and heavy parental involvement.
At the event, Jhann Ramos, April
Pearce and Precious Cooke from
Clark Elementary participated in
a group lesson that followed the
guidelines of the Ohio Department
of Education Early Learning Standards. Clark Elementary is one of
three Cleveland Municipal School

District schools participating in the
SPARK program this year.
Robert Paponetti, Executive Director of The Literacy Cooperative,
said the main goal of the program
is to prepare the children for kindergarten and help them score better
on the Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment. In the City of Cleveland, Paponetti said 20 percent of
children are ready for kindergarten,
40 percent need some help and 40
percent need intense assistance,
according to the assessment, a test
that all public school children must
take in the State of Ohio. Currently,
131 four year olds are enrolled
in SPARK Cuyahoga from seven
Greater Cleveland schools.
A study done by a University of
Akron professor found that SPARK
participants scored better on the
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment than their peers. The program
provides parents and children with
free books, supplies and information, along with a tutor, parent
partner, who visits at the home or
near the home of the child. It also
provides activities for the parent and
child and a learning plan.
The program is currently recruiting children, age 4, who plan to enter
kindergarten at Clark Elementary
in August 2012. For more contact
Family Connections at 216-3210079.

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, May 14, 2011; Cleveland Children’s Museum, 10730 Euclid
Avenue: Students from the Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready
Kids (SPARK) pre-kindergarten program and their parents or guardians participated in a day of fun. Precious Cooke, age 4 from the Clark
Elementary SPARK program, works on an art project.

World War II Veteran says use Memorial Day to
remember those who have sacraficed lives
by Chuck Hoven
World War II Veteran Theodore
“Ted” E. Sliwa, age 89, of the Broolklyn Centre neighborhood, has a
message for Americans: “Memorial
Day is a day to commemorate, not
celebrate.” For years, Sliwa, served
as Chairman of the Memorial Day

Committee at the now closed St.
Barbara’s Church at 1505 Denison
Avenue. On May 30th of each year,
a procession and solemn high
mass followed by a parade and
military ceremonies were held at
the parish. A program from the 38th
Annual Memorial Day Ceremonies

in 1997 lists twelve members of St.
Barbara’s Parish who died as a result of their service to their country
in World War II, where they were
killed, and the medals they received.
The program also lists the number
continued on page 5

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, May 2, 2011; Have a Heart, Share a Book Campaign Story
Hour, Tremont Scoops, 2362 Professor: Jayla Betts, age 4, the Merrick
House pre-school program enjoys an ice cream cone while listening
intently as Molly Carreon of Mi Casita Early Learning Center reads the
African folk tale Abiyoyo.

Neighborhood children enjoy
story hour at Tremont Scoops
by Chuck Hoven
On Monday, May 2nd, seventeen
children from the Merrick House
Day Care program visited Tremont
Scoops for an hour of listening to
readings of children’s books and
eating ice cream. The children were
treated to a reading of Casper Joe
by the book’s author Connie Randolph of Salinville, Ohio. Randolph
read the book while Molly Carreon
of Mi Casita Early Learning Center
turned the pages showing the pictures created by the book’s illustrator, Kurt Jones.
The children participating in the
story hour were familiar with Carreon who has participated in readings
at Merrick House. One child said, “I

know you. You read us Abiyoyo.”
Carreon praised the child’s memory,
noting she read the African folk
tale as recounted by Pete Seeger
to them six months ago at Merrick
House.
After the reading by author Randolph, Carreon also read Abiyoyo
and some additional books to the
children who listened intently while
eating ice cream provide by Tremont
Scoops.
In addition to the ice cream treat,
children were given a free autographed copy of Randolph’s book
about her dog, Casper Joe, to take
home. Randolph and her publisher
continued on page 11

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Thursday, May 12, 2011; Home of World War II Veteran Theodore E. Sliwa, Brooklyn Centre neighborhood:
Ted Sliwa holds the dog tags he wore while earning five Battle Stars and the Silver Star during the Allied
Campaign to defeat Nazi Germany.
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Lincoln West bests Marshall, heads
to Senate Championship game
by Anthony Gray
The Lincoln West Wolverine baseball team beat the John Marshall
Lawyers 7-3 in a May 10th game
between the two teams competing
at Brookside Park for the right to go
to the Senate Championship. Over
200 people in attendance at the
game witnessed the first meeting of
the senate’s two teams undefeated
in Senate play. The meeting of the
teams had been delayed by two
rainouts.
After three scoreless innings
marked by superb defense, Giovanni Vargas got a key hit with 2 men
on for the Wolverines, and that
broke the scoreless cycle. The key
player was Emmanuel Garcia, as he
pitched 5 scoreless innings and got
2 key hits to take the Lincoln West
Wolverines to a victory over the John
Marshall Lawyers.
Lincoln West’s outfielder, Brian
Ruiz, the kid who hit a 420-foot ball
last year in the championship, is now
being recruited by the Cleveland

Indians. He did not let the scouts
down as he got 2 very nice line drive
hits to help the Wolverines win.
With the win Lincoln West advances to the Senate Championship
Game on May 27th at Progressive
Field. A well-coached John Marshall
Lawyer team will have to wait for
next year.
Since the May 10th game, the Lincoln West Wolverines, coached by
Tom Casselberry, have continued on
with an excellent season, advancing to the Division I State Sectional
Championship Game where they
beat North Royalton on May 11th by a
score of 14-10. Lincoln West faced
Midpark faced District Semi Finals,
losing 9-7 on May 20th ending the
highest advancement in the State
playoffs for a Senate Athletic League
team in recent history.
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Editor’s note: Lincoln West did not
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They lost to Rhodes 3-1.
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PHOTO BY ANTHONY GRAY
Tuesday, May 10, 2011; Senate Athletic League Baseball Championship,
Brookside Park: Emmanuel Garcia is the winning pitcher in the Lincoln
West Wolverines’ 7-3 victory over the John Marshall Lawyers.

EVENTS
GORDON
SQUARE
ARTS
DISTRICT DAY
family-friendly
party Saturday, June 11 on Detroit
Avenue between W.54 and W. 69
includes walking and housing tours,
performances by Cleveland Public
Theatre and Near West Theatre,
morning cartoons at the Capital
Theatre, art exhibits, live music,
and round trip Lolly the Trolley
transportation to University Circle’s
Parade the Circle celebration. For
info, visit www.gordonsquare.org or
call 216-961-4242.
METROPARKS FARM & GARDEN
DAY at Metroparks Garfield Park
Nature Center on Sat., June 4, 11
am – 4 pm, celebrates traditional
farm activities, including sheep
herding, spinning, and quilting
demonstrations,
scarecrow
building, farm animal petting area,
and children’s crafts and activities.
For info, call 216-341-3152 or visit
www.clevelandmetroparks.com.
GARDENWALK
CLEVELAND
on Sat., June 25, from 11 am – 7
pm, is a day-long open house of
over 100 gardens, urban farms
and community green spaces in
Tremont, Detroit-Shoreway, LeeMiles and Hough neighborhoods of
Cleveland. Print or download map
at www.gardenwalkcleveland.com,
or call 216-534-6172 for info.
METROPARKS TRAIN DAY on

Sat., June 18, 10 am-4 pm at the
Canal Way Center in the Ohio &
Erie Canal Reservation will feature
model train exhibits, local train
organizations, train movies, guided
trestle hikes, Hobo Trail, and live
music. Enter to win family 4-packs
of passes for the Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad, Dennison Railroad
Depot Museum, and Hocking
Valley Scenic Railroad. For info,
call 216-206-1000 or visit www.
clevelandmetroparks.com.
FREE ADMISSION TO WRHS
(Western
Reserve
Historical
Society) History Center in University
Circle will be Sunday, June 5, from
1-4 p.m. The last day of the exhibit,
Soul Soldiers: African Americans
and the Vietnam Era, the afternoon
will also feature refreshments and
a talk by exhibit curator Samuel W.
Black. NOTE: In addition to free
admission for all June 5, Vietnam
veterams will be admitted free of
charge throughout the run of the
exhibit; all veterans receive free
admission on Wednesdays. For
info, call 216-721-5722 or visit
www.wrhs.org.
PENTECOST,
POOCHES,
&
POTLUCK PICNIC will be an
Outdoor Worship Service followed
by potluck picnic at Franklin Circle
Christian Church, 1688 Fulton Rd
(at Franklin) and a “pooch parade”
and pet blessing on Sunday, June

SAFETY TOWN, traffic safety course
for children entering kindergarten,
features understanding safety
through songs, stories, crafts and
simulated experience in miniature
village. Sessions available MonFri June 13-17 or June 20-24 at
the Wellness Center,Wooster Rd.
at Center Ridge. Registrations
forms are available at www.
fairviewhospital.org/wellnesscenter
or call 440-356-0670.
METROPARKS ZOO SUMMER
DAY CAMP sessions begin June
20 and offer different camps for
ages 5-12, as well as “Counselorin-Training sessions for ages 1314. Different camps are offered for
4 different age groups. Campers
can sign up for one or all of the
weeklong sessions, each filled with
opportunities to see Zoo animals up
close. For info or registration, call
the Zoo’s Conservation Education
department, 216-635-3391, or visit
www.clemetzoo.com.
ROBERTO OCASIO LATIN JAZZ
MUSIC CAMP for music students
grades 8-12 and 2011 graduates will
take place July 11-16 at BaldwinWallace College Conservatory of
Music. For info and application,
call 440-572-2048 or visit www.
robertoocasiofoundation.org.

ST.
IGNATIUS
SUMMER
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM for
young men between the 7th and 8th
grade, weekday mornings June 20
through July 15 at St. Ignatius High
School, offers academic, social,
and cultural enrichment. Program
graduates are typically better
prepared for success in 8th grade,
as well as high school. For info visit
www.ignatius.edu.
SUMMER GOLF DAY CAMPS are
week-long day camps for kids 8-17
beginning June 13 at Washington
Golf Course, 3841 Washington Park
Blvd (between Fleet and Harvard).
Golf camps include instruction, tips
on etiquette and rules, playing, and
on-course experience. For info or
registration, call 216-641-1864 or
visit
www.clevelandmetroparks.
com.
ART HOUSE 3119 Denison Ave.,
offers summer art activities for
preschoolers through age 12, plus
continues its free All Ages Family
Open Studios the third Saturday
afternoon of each month, (1-3
p.m. on 6/18, 7/16, and 8/20/11).
Call216-398-8556 or visit www.
arthouseinc.org.

YOUTH SUMMER DRAWING
INTENSIVE for 5th-12th graders
offers individualized art instruction
with professional artists at Templar
Art Academy, 13000 Athens Ave.,
in Lakewood. For info, call 216333-4644 or visit www.templarart.
com.
SUMMER DISCOVERY CAMPS
are weeklong morning sessions for
ages 4-6 at the Children’s Museum
of Cleveland, 10730 Euclid in
University Circle, beginning June
20. For info or registration visit
www.ClevelandChildrensMuseum.
org or call 216-791-7114.
BEE THE BUZZ! ADVENTURE
CAMP, an interactive activity camp
for children in grades 2 thru 4,
will be held June 13-17 from 1011:30 a.m. at the Shaker Historical
Society, 16740 South Park Blvd,
Shaker Hts. Campers will learn
about the live and behavior of
the amazing and vital honey bee
– and local history – with handson lessons, games, crafts, and
exploration. Call 216-921-1201 for
information or to register.
The Plain Press would like to
thank Ed Burke, Anthony and
Rachelle Coyne, Joseph Flynn,
Kathryn Gordon and Gail Long
for their support of the Summer
Youth Guide.

12, 9:30 am-noon. Hot dogs and
hamburgers will be provided;
participants invited to bring potluck
dish representing ethnic or cultural
heritage. For info, call 216-781-8232
or visit www.FranklinCircleChurch.
org.
OHIO CHATAUQUA, the Ohio
Humanities Council’s five-day
living history program, focuses
on the Civil War with plays, films,
and music concerts presented in
Lakewood from Wed., June 22
through Sun., June 26. For info,
visit
www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.
com.
INVITING THE PLANET TO
DINNER series at Metroparks
Rocky River Reservation will
present the documentary about
genetically-engineered
plants
“Bad Seed – The Truth About our
Food” on Thur., June 16 at 7 pm.
The monthly 3rd Thursday series
showcases questioning where are
food comes from and supporting
local growers and eating healthier.

For info, call 440-7734-6660.
FORUMS
ADVOCATES FOR BUDGET
LEGISLATION EQUALITY (ABLE)
will hold a mourning of public social
services cut in the state budget
proposal in the Ohio Senate. It will
be held Mon., June 6 in downtown
Cleveland. Meet at 3:45 pm at
Superior & E.9th to march to the
Free Stamp at E.9th & Lakeside,
where speakers will address
impact of proposed cuts. For info
call Michael Cook at 216-7715077x136 or email cook9049@
yahoo.com.
FOOD TRUCKS LEGISLATION
PUBLIC MEETING will be held
Tues., June 7, 3-5 p.m at 500
Lakeside Ave., room 211 (Public
Auditorium). For info, call 216-6642691 or email Ward3cleveland@
gmail.com.
FUNDING/SCHOLARSHIPS
CREATIVE
WORKFORCE
FELLOWSHIPS of the Community
Partnership for Arts and Culture

will provide $20,000 awards to
20 Cuyahoga County dance,
literary, music, or theatre artists.
Applications and info is at www.
cpacbiz.org. Application deadline
is 5 pm on July 8.Information
workshops include “Intro to a Bad
Application”, at Beck Center for
the Arts, 17801 Detroit on Tues.,
May 31, 6-7:30 pm, and “General
Info and Q&A with 2010 Fellow” at
Pilgrim UCC, 2592 W. 14th, on Sat.,
June 11, 1-2:30 pm.
ImpACTA KIDS FOUNDATION,
created by Cleveland Indians
Manager Manny Acta, is offering
$2,500 college scholarships to
one male and one female greater
Cleveland graduating high school
senior. Scholarship application
deadline is Wed., June 15. Winners
will be honored in pregame
ceremony prior to Indians’ game on
June 22. For info and application,
visit www.indians.com/community
or call 216-420-HITS (4487).

continued on page 11
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Environmentalists question economics
of waste to energy plant proposed for the
Ridge Road Transfer Station
by Joe Narkin
The City of Cleveland has applied
to the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency for an air permit to build a
$180 million waste to energy plant at
the Ridge Road trash transfer station.
If constructed, the facility would be
the first of its kind in the United
States. The technology proposed for
this plant is being utilized elsewhere
in the world, primarily in Asia, with
questionable environmental and
economic results. The process to
be used at the plant, known as
gasification, vaporizes trash at an
extremely high temperature in order
to create a synthetic gas that can be
used to generate electricity.
The ash byproduct from this
process can be safely mixed with
concrete for road paving or the
manufacture of decorative bricks,
according to proponents. About 8%
to 10% of the material subjected
the gasification process will be
rendered to ash and is likely to
contain toxic chemicals, according
to opponents.
The facility will also provide a
technology to convert paper and
yard waste into fuel pellets that can
be burned to generate electricity for
Cleveland Public Power.
The cost estimate for the waste to
energy project includes an expansion
of curbside pickup of recyclables to
all neighborhoods in Cleveland.
A pilot curbside recyclable project
currently serves approximately 10%
of the city.
Opponents claim that gasification
is merely incineration by another
name and has similar effects in
polluting the environment. While
there are over 100 trash incineration
plants in the United States, it has
been over a decade since the last
mass burn plant was constructed,
largely due to widespread public
opposition.
As recently as March, Mahoning
Renewable Energy asked the Ohio
EPA to withdraw a permit for a
waste to energy incineration plant in
Mahoning County near Alliance.
The emissions from a gasification
plant would be similar to (and in
some cases, greater than) the toxins
produced by an incineration plant,
according to US EPA findings as
reported in Incinerators in Disguise,
a study conducted by the Blue Ridge
Environmental Defense League.
The toxic elements released into
the environment would include
dioxins, furans, mercury, lead,
arsenic, cadmium, chromium,
nickel, and carbon dioxide. These
pollutants would have detrimental
impact of the air, soil, and water
in the surrounding area. A plume
from such a plant can travel up to

400 miles. Cuyahoga County and
Northeast Ohio are already subject
to EPA orders to reduce the levels
of particulate matter and other forms
of air pollution.
Putting aside, for future discussion,
the issue of the potential toxic
impact of the proposed waste to
energy gasification plant, a group
of 30 environmentalists gathered
on May 10, 2011 at the Cleveland
Environmental Center, 3500 Lorain
Avenue, to discuss the economic
advisability of the project and to
explore other economically viable
alternatives such as improved
recycling protocols and the
composting of organic matter.
“The city is trying to solve two
problems –garbage and fuel- in one
project; I think that conflating these
two things is a mistake,” said Neil
Seldman, President of the Institute
for Self-Reliance in Washington,
D.C.
“The 1940’s and 1950’s were
the first generation in history not
to recycle, but there is a recycling
revolution that has been taking place
since the 1960’s,” said Seldman. In
the 1970’s, only 5% of recyclable
goods were recycled in the United
States, but that has increased to
33% and is growing at the rate of
1% per year. Waste management
companies are beginning to
recognize the profitability of recycled
goods and are beginning to buy
recycling companies, according to
Seldman.
The reasons for this increase in
interest in the profitability recyclables
are that the human population is
growing exponentially, emerging
markets such as India and China
are “beginning to consume like we
are,” and “our industrial society has
already exhausted the low hanging
fruit in terms of resources,” said
Seldman.
With improvement in recycling
techniques and a composting program, Seldman believes that recycling rates can more than double.
Los Angeles has achieved a 65%
recycling rate, and San Francisco,
the first city to mandate the recycling
of food waste, has reached a rate of
74%, said Seldman.
“Cleveland has the best contract
for recycling in the United States at
$69 per ton of mixed recyclables
delivered to a recycling plant,” said
Seldman. When prices for recyclables crashed in 2008, Cleveland
continued to receive $69 per ton
under a ten-year contract, he said. In
comparison, Atlanta is receiving $39
per ton under a one-year contract.
The key to the growth and profitability of recycling is to disaggregate
the waste stream, according to Seld-

man. “If you keep it (recycled products) separate, it is a resource; if it is
aggregated (with non-recyclables), it
is garbage,” said Seldman.
And the more that you can segregate classes of recyclables, the
more valuable they become. Seldman used the example of paper as
a resource that increases in value if
the grades of paper are segregated
for collection. A single stream system in which all types of paper are
mixed together will yield $15 to $20
per ton in the current market. Highgrade bond paper will yield around
$250 per ton and newsprint will
bring $50 to $60 per ton, according
to Seldman.
Greys Recycling, in partnership
with the City of Edmonton in Canada, has built a highly successful
business that transforms recycled
paper and clothing into high-grade
paper products. Replication of this
plant in Cleveland would require
40 tons of clean paper per day and
would produce 100 jobs that would
pay $10 to $14 per hour, said Seldman.
The St. Vincent DePaul Society
in Eugene, Oregon recycles and
restores old mattresses, furniture,
and appliances and sells them for
pennies on the dollar. This business
employs 400 people, mostly drawn
from the ranks of unskilled, lowincome labor force, at an average
wage of $12 per hour with medical
and dental benefits. Estimates indicate that the St. Vincent DePaul
project has reduced the cost of living
in Eugene by 1.5%. The Society has
a strong interest in seeing its model
replicated in other cities.
Recycling of computers and
other electronic devices represents
another profitable business opportunity. According to Seldman,
such a business is labor intensive
since electronics would need to be
dismantled by hand and would create 294 jobs at $10 to $14 per hour
for every 10,000 tons of electronic
equipment recycled. Recycling two
computers in one hour would create
$88 in value, he said.
Seldman estimates that if the best
recycling companies were brought
to Cleveland, 1,500 to 2,000 jobs
would be created and this would
permit 75% of the recyclable and
organic waste stream to be diverted

PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Tuesday, May 10, 2011; Cleveland Environmental Center, 3500 Lorain
Ave: Neil Seldman of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance in Washington, D.C. describes economic alternatives to the Waste to Energy
Plant proposed for the Ridge Road transfer station at a gathering of
local environmental groups.
to the public good,” said Seldman.
from landfills. Such recycling busiAnd, it is reasonable to question
nesses would create one job for
whether the $180 million dollar
every 10,000 tons processed, while
plant proposed will result in another
a waste to energy plant would create
classic Cleveland boondoggle. The
one job for every 10,000 tons vaporgasification process is largely unized, said Seldman.
proven and, in many cases, has
“I call (waste to energy plants) deproven to be riddled with technical,
structors because they destroy valuoperational, and financial difficulties.
able resources; I call them wasted
A plant in Wokongong, Australia was
energy plants,” said Seldman. “I
closed and the facility demolished
believe that the economics should
after only 4-years in operation. Anmake this decision,” he said.
other plant in Karlsruhe, Germany
But, Seldman cautioned enviwas closed and demolished after
ronmentalists and other concerned
6-years in operation.
citizens to closely monitor the politiEnvironmental Health Watch,
cal process of determining whether
Earth Day Coalition, the Greater
to proceed with a waste to energy
Cleveland Clean Air Campaign,
plant. “Incumbent politicians love big
and Ohio Citizen Action sponsored
bond issues because 15% goes to
the forum at the Cleveland Environtheir friends (in bond management
mental Center.
fees); even if it is legal, it is contrary

Plain Press: To
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Grassroots group challenges City of
Cleveland officials to better
address vacant houses in Ward 14

PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Friday, May 13, 2011; This burned-out double at 5469 West 33rd Street
has stood open to the elements since a fire several months ago despite
numerous complaints to city officials.

Buhrer neighborhood faces
foreclosure crisis
by James O’Malley and Victoria
Davis
A sixth of the homes in the area
between Scranton Road and W.
17th St. have been foreclosed since
2007, but new projects signal hope
for the Buhrer area, in particular a
link over the freeway to Steelyard
Commons.
Standing outside of a home now
vacant makes you wonder: who
used to live there and why they left.
Many of these former residences
have been neglected, paving the
way for streets littered with trash
and graffiti.
With small lot sizes and little
breathing room, the home values are
easily affordable for homeowners or
renters with modest incomes.
Houses were foreclosed upon
over time and the neighborhood’s
problems went unnoticed amongst
the larger discussion of the housing
market crash.
Ward 14 Councilman Brian Cummins recently inherited this neighborhood when wards were redistricted and he has made concrete
steps to improve the area.
“With lower income homeowners
purchasing properties in that area,
they might have been susceptible
to high interest rates, unsavory
loans and the financial crisis,” said
Cummins.
In the past year, Cummins has
been working to analyze parcel information in this area in an effort to
better understand his constituents’
needs and concerns.
Another group hit hard by the
financial crisis was ‘flippers.’ Many
entrepreneurial handymen have
made big money off of foreclosed
homes over the past few years by
buying them for pennies on the dollar, fixing them up and selling them
for a profit.
“For a lot of investors, when the
crisis hit, they were stuck with properties that they weren’t able to sell.
On top of that, the financial crisis hit,
where almost everyone had their
credit pulled in,” Cummins says.
“You can almost imagine the door
slamming,” he added.

Currently, there are a variety of
counseling and mediation options
available for those facing a foreclosure. Unfortunately, many people
are unwilling to accept help.
“It’s a real shameful thing to be
involved in. People feel debilitated
that they were allowed to be hoodwinked into these situations,” said
Cummins. “Too often the deals were
too good to be true.”
Even as far back as the early
2000s before the housing crisis hit,
Cleveland was offering loan counseling, placing the city on the map
early on as an area taking action to
prevent foreclosures. Unfortunately,
for many it was too little too late.
Despite recent difficulties for this
neighborhood, there is opportunity for growth. It is predicted that
within 2-6 years the property value
will increase by 18%. One project
that will help ensure this is the
neighborhood trail connector that
will cross highway 71 to connect
Buhrer Avenue and the community
to Steelyard Commons via the Ohio
Tow Path. Studies show that these
connectors often spur on economic
development.
The local school, Buhrer Elementary, built in 2009, is the first bi-lingual public elementary school in the
state. Because of the increased foot
traffic by children and their parents,
councilman Cummins is making
safety a priority.
There are plans for homes to be
re-built and streets reconnected to
Clark Avenue as most of the streets
in the area are dead-ends. Multi-unit
complexes are considered better to
rebuild than single-family homes
since it allows for not only more
residents but also less risk.
“At least 10 home in the Metro
North neighborhood have been
rehabbed in the past two years,
with 5-10 additional homes currently being rehabbed,” said Sandy
Smith, chair of the Metro North Block
Club. “There are several more being
targeted for rehab through NSP2
funds (Neighborhood Stabilization
Program), which can be used for

by Joe Narkin
Ward 14 has been slighted by the
City of Cleveland in the inspection,
condemnation, and demolition of
vacant and abandoned properties,
according to a group of 70 residents
who gathered at St. Rocco’s Church
on May 11, 2008 to hold to account
Building and Housing Director Ed
Rybka and Director of Community
Development Daryl Rush for a
perceived lack of performance.
“I would like to say that the system
is broken; I am just appalled about
how broken the system is and
(how) it goes all the way to the top,”
said Kate Dupuis, co-founder, with
Rebecca Kempton, of the grassroots
Stockyards, Clark-Fulton, Brooklyn
Centre Housing Committee. “About
three months ago, we began driving
around the neighborhoods and it
was horrifying; I knew it was bad,
but I did not know it was as bad as
it is,” said Dupuis.
There are over 700 vacant houses
in Ward 14, according to a report
developed by the Stockyards,
Clark-Fulton, and Brooklyn Centre
Community Development Office.
While 206 of these vacant properties
already have been condemned, with
34 properties on the city schedule
for demolition, the number of
properties warranting condemnation
is approximately 400, according
to Ward 14 Councilperson Brian
Cummins.
“We do not feel, based upon the
statistics, that we (Ward 14) are
getting our fair share,” said Dupuis,
noting that, during 2010, there were
124 demolitions in the Slavic Village
and Broadway neighborhoods of
Ward 12, while there were only 24
demolitions in Ward 14.
“West Park (Ward 17) had more
demolitions overall (than Ward
14) over a four-year period,” said
Dupuis, citing an extract of data
from the Cleveland Building and
Housing Department presented by
committee member Alan Foreman.
“Between 2007 and 2010, ten wards

received 76% of demolition dollars,
while Ward 14 received only 4%,”
said Foreman.
“This ward, essentially the
(geographic) heart of the city, has
been neglected for the past fifteen
years,” said committee co-founder
Kempton, attributing much of this
neglect to the failed leadership of
former Ward 14 councilmen Joe
Santiago and Nelson Cintron.
“People are simply worn out with
battle fatigue and shell shock; so
they hunker down, take care of their
property, and pray for better times,”
said Dupuis. “Our neighborhood is
at a tipping point,” she said.
Kivin Bauzo of West 33rd Street
(between Sackett and Trowbridge)
agreed with Dupuis in her belief
that Ward 14 neighborhoods are
at a crossroad between despair
and hope. “Everybody is leaving;
everybody wants to sell and at some
level I want to sell,” said Bauzo, the
President of the West 33rd Street
Block Club, who, despite obvious
frustration, sees hope in the fact
that five of the ten owner-occupants
on his street were in attendance at
the meeting.
Bauzo’s block on West 33rd Street
would seem to offer a case study
of the difficulties and opportunities
presented by the housing stock
within Ward 14. Interspersed
between well-kept homes along
Bauzo’s block are eight vacant and
abandoned properties. Most have
been stripped out. A vacant property
on the northeast end of the street
was burned-out around four months
ago and, since it has not yet been
boarded up, represents an ongoing
safety hazard. One property has
been vacant for nine years, said
Bauzo.
During a recent spring clean up,
the West 33rd Street Block Club,
with the assistance of youth and
adult supervisors of the Nehemiah
Mission, painted the boards covering
the windows of vacant properties with
bright domestic scenes to symbolize

the life that once existed in these
homes and the life that continues
to exist in the neighborhood in the
midst of desolation, said Bauzo.
They also removed two truckloads
of litter and debris.
The West 33rd Street Block Club
has also been awarded a Community
Connections Grant, which will
be used to paint the houses of
vulnerable owner-occupants on the
street and to continue debris cleanup efforts.
“It is no consolation to you all, but
foreclosure and abandoned houses
have hammered Cleveland and
cities across the country, and we
are still in the process of recovering
from this calamity,” said Cleveland
Community Development Director
Daryl Rush, adding that on ongoing
reduction in federal block grant
funding is also “a calamity for
neighborhoods and cities.”
Between 2002 and 2010,
Community Development Block
Grant Funding has been reduced
from $38 million to $25 million, a
reduction of 34%.
But, demolitions are just part of
the solution, according to Rush.
“How we move forward is not (just)
demolitions, although houses have
to come down, but in building
permits; we are not focusing on new
construction, but renovation has to
be part of the equation,” said Rush.
In a depressed housing market with
a declining population, however,
there is a surplus of housing and
weak market for rehabilitation of
properties in Cleveland.
According to an analysis
completed in May 2011 by Clear
Capital, the metropolitan statistical
area that includes Cleveland is the
fourth weakest housing market
in the nation and the overall
nationwide housing market is in
double-dip decline, having been
continued on page 9

PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Friday, May 13, 2011; Ductwork and gasline pipes appear to be staged for removal by illegal scrappers
within the dining room of an unlocked, vacant house at 3359 West 33rd Street.
green space development, demo,
rehab and property acquisition.”
The neighborhood stabilization
program was established to help
communities whose viability continues to be affected by the economic
effects of abandoned and foreclosed
properties. Funding for these grants
was authorized by the title XII of Division A of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

“The area around Buhrer School
has been chosen to be part of Tremont’s Target Area Plan (TAP),” says
Kristen Trolio, community organizer
and Model Blocks manager for the
Tremont West Development Corp.
The City will use these plans to
base distribution of the funds. The
area around Buhrer School was
chosen because of the investment
in the new school paralleled with

the housing conditions around the
school, she said.
Though the future remains uncertain for this neighborhood, it stands
at the crossroads of revitalization
through the help of dedicated professionals and volunteers hoping
to rebuild this small section of
Cleveland.
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WORLD WAR II VETERAN
continued from page one
of Americans killed in World War
II (407,316), Korea (54,246) and
Vietnam (58,455).
Sliwa, a forward observer reporting directly to the command staff of
the First and Third United States
Armies under the Command of
General George Patton in World
War II, was in a position to see
many of those casualties up close
and personal. Corporal Sliwa of the
552 Field Artillery in the First Army
received five Battle Stars and a
Silver Star for his service in World
War II.
Sliwa was part of the allied invasion force that landed at Utah Beach
in the Normandy region of France.
The invading allied forces landed
in Normandy while under fire from
land, sea and air. This began an
eleven-month period in which Sliwa
and the First U.S. Army participated
in five major battles. The First Army
then pushed on to Mortain and St.
Lo followed by General George S.
Patton’s Third Army.
Next came the Battle of the Bulge.
Sliwa says during the Battle of the
Bulge, which began on December
16, 1944 and ended January 25,
1945 “the temperature was 15° to
20° below zero.” Sliwa says as a forward observer, he was asked what
equipment he would need. Recalling
the advise of his grandfather, a Polish veteran of World War I, he asked
for 16 pairs of socks. Sliwa says he
stuffed the socks under his shirt and
in his helmet and changed his socks
daily. He credits this with saving him
from getting the dreaded trench foot
-- a condition caused by moist socks
freezing to the skin of the feet. Over
15,000 American soldiers suffered
from trench foot or frostbitten feet
during the Battle of the Bulge.
As a forward observer Sliwa
sought high ground and used a field
phone to call in the enemy position to the command staff. On one
such mission, during the Battle of
the Bulge in Belgium, Sliwa recalls
rescuing and feeding a goose whose
wing had been damaged by gunfire.
He said when the American troops
moved on, he gave the goose to a
local farmer
Sliwa observed the huge German offensive at the Battle of the
Bulge where over 19,000 American
troops were killed. Sliwa estimated
the distance of enemy positions so
American forces could respond with
the appropriate artillery fire. Sliwa

says he reported directly to General George S. Patton’s Command
staff. Sliwa credits General George
S. Patton, Jr., who took command
of both the First and Third Armies,
with winning the Battle of the Bulge
and the War in Europe, and calls
for the nation to honor Patton on his
birthday, November11th.
Sliwa is proud of his service to the
First Army, which he said was “first
in Europe, first in Germany and first
to cross the Rhine.” After the Battle
of the Bulge the First Army battled
at Remagen Bridge and Central
Europe. He recalls when his unit
was in Germany, they were searching a house for provisions and went
into the basement and couldn’t find
any food stored. Recalling Polish
relatives, who grew up in Europe,
saying that people in Europe kept
their provisions in the basement in
the summer and in the attic in the
winter, he told the troops to look in
the attic. The unit was able to eat
that day, and continue their march
toward Berlin. Sliwa and the First
Army were 100 miles from Berlin,
the German capital, when Germany
surrendered on May 8, 1945.
Sliwa, was born on August 21,
1921 in Cleveland’s South Side
(now called Tremont). He was one
of seven children (4 boys and 3
girls) in the Sliwa family. In 1925,
his family moved to the area along
Denison Avenue (now the Brooklyn
Centre neighborhood where he resides today) where he attended St.
Barbara elementary school. Sliwa
then went on to attend West Tech
High School.
Sliwa recalls a day in high school
when he became a member of
legendary Principal Chares Cecil
Tuck’s track team. He said the 7
foot tall Tuck caught him in the hall
without a hall pass. He was required
to report to the school at 7 a.m. the
following morning to do laps around

the school at W. 93rd and Willard. He
recalls it rained that day.
Sliwa graduated from West Tech
High School in 1942. In September
of that year, Sliwa attended Ohio
State University where he enrolled in
the Reserve Officers Training Corps
and worked while going to school to
pay his tuition.
Seven months later, Sliwa was
called to active duty. Following
basic training at Fort Brigg, North
Carolina, he was assigned to Army
Specialized Training Corps at the
Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, and returned to Fr. Brigg as
a Corporal with Battery B of the
552nd Field Artillery. He soon found
himself on a transport headed for
Scotland and preparation for the
invasion of Normandy, France in
June of 1944.
Following his service in World
War II, Sliwa returned to Ohio State
University where he finished college with the aid of the GI Bill. After
graduation Sliwa worked selling
advertising for local radio stations,
such as WERE, WTAM and WJW.
Sliwa became involved in politics
in the mid 1960s. He served as
Cleveland City Council representative for Cleveland’s old Ward 6 (now
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood)
from 1968 to 1978. Sliwa recalls
leading a battle in City Council to
oppose a resolution introduced by
Councilman Frank Gaul to sell the
Cleveland Municipal Light Plant.
A February 2011 Resolution of
Recognition from Cleveland City
Council acknowledges Ted Sliwa’s
tenure on Cleveland Council saying, “Ted was know as a loquacious
loner in debates and was often
the solitary “nay” voter in roll calls.
Former Council President George
L. Forbes conceded that in the long
run, many of the stands taken by
Councilmember Sliwa proved to be
right. He was also a sharp critic of
Mayor Ralph Perk’s finance policies
and the selling of city assets.”

5

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Thursday, May 12, 2011; Home of World War II Veteran Theodore E.
Sliwa, Brooklyn Centre neighborhood: Ted Sliwa shows a photo of himself as a young soldier in Belgium, during the Battle of the Bulge.
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MetroHealth helps spur
development on W. 25th Street
corridor
by Gabriella Tomaro & Karen
Mowls
MetroHealth Hospital is attracting new businesses and projects to
the surrounding areas east of W.
25th Street, an area on the cusp of
recovery.
“Metro Health as an institution
has turned itself around,” said Abe
Bruckman, grants coordinator for the
city of Mentor. “It was operating at
a loss and turned itself around and
is now [operating] at a gain.”
Bruckman is an urban planner
who lived on Cleveland’s near west
side for 17 years and, during that

time, was actively involved with
three Community Development
Corporations (CDC), serving parts
of the W. 25th corridor. He is also
one of the primary authors of a completed planning project for a portion
of the corridor that was adopted by
Cleveland Planning Commission
last November.
“The hospital employs more than
6,000 people and is the biggest
employment generator in that area,”
said Bruckman.
The hospital’s growth has at-

continued on page 9

Horizon Science Academy – Denison
students compete in science fairs
PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, May 14, 2011; Cleveland Children’s Museum, 10730 Euclid Avenue: April Pearce from Clark
Elementary, age 5, works on an assignment at the Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids (SPARK)
pre-kindergarten program with her grandparents, John and Karen Pearce.

Near West Intergenerational Charter School to open at Garrett Morgan
The Cleveland Municipal School
District (CMSD) plans to move the
New Tech Academy from Garrett
Morgan School to the annex at
May Hayes on W. 45th and Detroit
Avenue. The annex was formerly

used as an Adult Learning Facility. The proposed plan calls for the
vacated space in the basement at
Garrett Morgan School on Woodbine to be rented to the Near West
Intergenerational School.

The New Tech Academy is a high
school program created last year as
part of the CMSD’s Transformation
Plan. The Near West Intergenerational School is a charter school
sponsored by the CMSD, which will
start with grades K-3 and add an
additional grade each year.
The CMSD Board of Education is
scheduled to vote on the proposal at
its May 24th meeting.
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This school year, a highlight for
students at the Horizon Science
Academy (HAS) Denison campus,
1700 Denison Avenue, involved
preparation for and competition in
science fairs.
Students in grades 5-8 worked
hard testing, investigating and compiling data in order to complete their
projects in time for a mid February
Science Fair at the school. Students
entered about 40 projects in the
competition, an annual event at the
school sponsored by the science department. Completed projects had
titles ranging from “What Will Clean
the Gulf Oil Spill?” to “Which Diaper
Brand is Worth Your Money?”.
Students in the competition were
judged on how well they successfully
completed the steps in the scientific
method. The students used this fair
as practice for the Concept Schools
Science and Engineering Fair, held
at Cleveland State University’s
Wolstein Center in March. Teachers Mrs. Leisha Hilt, Mrs. Lauren
Wilson and Mrs. Graham helped
prepare students for the science
fair at CSU.
Twenty-six students from Horizon Science Academy’s Denison
Middle School entered projects
in Concept Schools Science and
Engineering Fair at CSU. Competing with students from throughout

the Midwest the Horizon Science
Academy Denison Middle School
students took home a number of
awards for their efforts including
five gold medals. Three eighth
grade students won gold medals in
the Chemistry category: Alexander
Robrage for his project “How does
exposing chips to microwaves affect
them?” ; Maringely Delgado for her
project “How does wrapping affect
spoilage?”; and Xavier Russell for
his project “Which type of paper
burns faster?”
Seventh Grade Student Ashley
Hawkins won a gold medal in a
Chemistry category for a project on
“Apple Oxidation.”
Sixth Grade Student Kalia Bennet
won a gold medal for her project
titled “The Diaper Dilemma.”
This year Horizon Science Academy Denison also hosted an Elementary Science Fair Invitational
in February. This fair featured about
35-40 projects completed by students in grades 1-5. The Elementary
Science Fair included participants
from Horizon Science Academy
Youngstown, Horizon Science Academy Cleveland and Horizon Science
Academy Denison. A dozen fifth
grade students from HAS Denison
also participated in the Concept Science and Engineering Fair at Cleveland State University in March.
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Tremont residents irked
by security camera snafu
by Jerleen Justus
In 2006, Tremont West Development Corp. (TWDC) began taking
steps to join the “Big Brother” regime. The Tremont Network Video
Recording (NVR) System base station would be housed at the TWDC
office {2406 Professor Avenue} and
administered under the auspices
of the TWDC (Board) Safety Committee.
NEWS ANALYSIS
The NVR System is a computer
based video recorder designed to
retrieve live and still images through
the use of a web browser and can
store up to ten days of raw footage.
TWDC Board Minutes indicate that
by mid-2008, the Twi-fi and camera
network had been installed, twelve
wireless cameras had been strategically placed and activity in the
Tremont neighborhood was now
being recorded.
Videotape obtained from the cameras would be provided if needed
as documentation or as an aid in
the investigation of reported incidents. Access would be limited to
the TWDC Safety Committee, law
enforcement and camera owners.
In recent months, it has been
determined that nine of the crime
deterrent vehicles are either dysfunctional, damaged or were never
installed to begin with and that “Big
Brother” had been caught sleeping
on the job. At the March 14, 2011,
Safety Committee meeting, TWDC
Board Member Henry Senyak stated
that there was actually only one fully
functional camera and that one hung
on the front of the TWDC Office
building and was hardwired into the
NVR Central System.
Word of the security camera
washout began to seep from the
organizations infrastructure after
complaints had been made to the
organization that unsolved crimes
were being committed in full view
of the cameras. While the Tremont
community at large was never advised nor made aware of the fact that
the neighborhood watchdog was
crippled, research of records and
minutes clearly indicate that as far
back as the summer of 2010, certain
staff, board and committee members knew of the malfunctions.
While currently efforts are being
made to fix the problems, many
residents find it hair-raising that
neither of the two cameras perched
on TWDC Board member Sue Coy’s

West 5th Street property nor the
one on ex-board member Deane
Malaker’s home captured images
of shysters sweeping through the
Tremont area on a sunny summer
afternoon (2010) and making off
with a load of resident homeowners’
aluminum downspouts.
Malaker, who not only served on
the TWDC Board, but also served
as chair of the Safety Committee for
a two-year stint, stated in an e-mail
dated February 19, 2011. “I have
one of the cameras mounted on
the back of my garage overlooking
part of the alley behind my house
(Novak Ct.), and also capturing a
view of W. 7th St. looking north.
Steve Finegold installed it, and I
have an antenna in my garage attic
that transmits a signal to the TWDC
station on Professor St., except
that it has never worked properly to
the point where now it doesn’t do
anything except use my electricity.”
Finegold, a Tremont resident with
security expertise was designated
by TWDC in 2007 to set up the
security network.
In making inquiries to the Second District Police Dept. about the
number of crimes solved with the
aid of the security cameras, a March
8, 2011 reply from Commander
Keith Sulzer states, “I would have
no record of that nor do I have any
recollection of any solved crimes in
Tremont due to cameras.”
As TWDC Board and committee
participants continued to discuss
and question the failed camera
project, some Ward 14 residents
living in the Metro North Block Club
area became even more irked when
leaked information confirmed that
the three cameras, purchased in
2008 with a $5,000 Neighborhood
Connections Grant, had never been
installed.
Standing on the corner of Scranton and Clark Avenue, one resident,
who ask to remain anonymous
stated, “What a rip off. How many
crimes have taken place that could
have been solved if these cameras
had been up and working?” The
agitated father of three continued
to vent his frustrations and continued further saying, “Everyday there
are break-ins, robberies, assaults,
rapes, crimes against our children,
drug deals and other life threatening
criminal activities that go unsolved.
How could you have that many
cameras and not know that none of

them were working?”
On April 6, 2011, TWDC Executive Director Chris Garland issued
an electronic statement saying that,
“As of today, we have some cameras
that are fully functioning and others
that are still being worked on (for
various reasons). Five cameras
are fully functioning and installed.
Three cameras are (in Metro North)
are fully functioning but not yet installed. Three cameras are still being repaired and anticipated to be up
before the end of April (one of which
is being relocated). One camera
permanently out of service.”
Although earlier this year TWDC
representatives denied ownership
and responsibility for maintaining
the network system, declarations
printed in the October, 2008, Inside
Tremont” newsletter stated, “Cameras funded by grants are owned by
TWDC, as it is the fiscal agent providing oversight for the grant-making
body. The NVR system is owned
and operated by TWDC. The entire
camera program is administered by
TWDC and the safety committee, as
designated by the TWDC Board of
Directors.”
Financing for the network system and wireless cameras was
obtained through community block
club participation and fundraisers.
Grants and other contributions were
received from ArcelorMittal Steel,
Tremont Trek and Neighborhood
Connections. While TWDC will not
confirm the dollar amount spent
on the defunct project, it has been
estimated that the figure ranges
in upwards of $50,000 and as a
non-profit 501(c)3, TWDC serves
as a fiscal agent in trust of monies
bestowed to block clubs and other
constituent groups.
From the onset of getting the Security Camera Project up and off the
ground, 2007-2008 TWDC Board
President Sammy Catania, Safety
Committee Chair David Mehring and
Steve Finegold attended block club

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Saturday, May 14, 2011; Cleveland Children’s Museum, 10730 Euclid
Avenue: Jhann Ramos from Clark Elementary, age 5, holds up his
finished assignment at the Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready
Kids (SPARK) pre-kindergarten program. One of the program’s goals
is to make children more prepared for kindergarten.
and other group meetings encouraging resident and business owners
to join in and get on board with the
safety network.
A request to view the central
system setup was denied by TWDC
Executive Director Chris Garland on
March 6, 2011, stating that it would
not be possible to stop in and view
the system first hand and that the
only review permitted was in the
presence of the Cleveland Police
Department Second District officers.

Executive Director Garland indicated that they were in the process
of getting the system back up and
fully functional. He suggested that
a demonstration might be possible
in the future.
Just minutes before the TWDC
Board meeting was called to order

continued to page 10
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Locally owned shops create a unique
flavor in the West Side Market District

by Howard Primer
The owner of Salty Not Sweet
wasn’t sour on her location near
the Beachland Ballroom on the East
Side; it’s just that Ohio City was
where she wanted to be all along.
“When this space came up, it was
‘See ya Collinwood.’ This is where
I’d rather be,” said Candra Squire,
owner of the store, which sells handcrafted goods, vintage items and is
a letterpress studio.
Salty Not Sweet, 2074 W. 25th
St., is one of several locally owned
shops to open or expand in Ohio City
in recent months.
For Squire, it’s a return home.
She grew up on Bridge Avenue
before moving to Portage County
in first grade. Even living in Medina now, she didn’t hesitate when
asked about picking a location for
her store.
“It’s the only borough in Cleveland
I want to be in,” she said.
Salty, as it is called by some of
its followers, started out at crafts
shows. It opened as a permanent
storefront in Collinwood in March
2010. After a space opened in a
five-unit building owned by United
25th Building LLC, about a block
south of the West Side Market,
Squire closed the East Side location
in December.
Her new dwelling is significantly
larger than her previous location.
The old store was 375 square feet
and the new one is about 1,100. She
also expects to get more foot traffic
than the East Side location.
Squire funded Salty herself. She
and her partner Melissa Major sell
locally made soaps, candles, Tshirts, paper goods, new jewelry,

magnets, greeting cards and vintage
items. A letterpress allows them to
custom-make paper products such
as invitations.
Salty is located between Voodoo
Monkey Tattoo (which used to occupy the space Salty is in) and
Room Service, which also sells
homemade goods and jewelry. Their
side of the block also includes West
25th Furnishings, H&R Block and
the soon-to-be Campbell’s Popcorn
Shop, which is expanding from its
West Side Market location.
Campbell’s and Salty are two of
six stores to receive a grant aimed
at revitalizing Ohio City. Charter
One Bank put in $40,000, Lutheran
Hospital contributed $10,000, and
they held a contest to distribute the
funds.
Prospective recipients were asked
to show experience, detailed plans,
business projections and explain
how their stores would draw people
and improve the walk-ability of the
neighborhood. The other winning
stores out of the 29 that applied
were Fit Personal Studio and Yoga,
Joy Machines Bike Shop, the Urban
Orchid flower shop and SOHOSouthern Hospitality restaurant.
The stores received grants ranging from $3,000 to $15,000. They’re
part of a $130,000 investment by
Charter One leading up to the West
Side Market’s 100 th anniversary
next year.
“It was driven by the West Side
Market and the centennial anniversary, to help drive the economy in
the neighborhood,” Charter One
Vice President and Director of Public
Affairs Carrie Carpenter said.
Jennie Doran, manager and as-

sociate buyer for Room Service
has worked with Squire in the past.
She said Room Service moved from
the Gordon Square Arts District in
November 2010 for many of the
reasons Squire did.
“We knew this was going to be an
incredible development. We’re really excited about the project. It’s a
harbinger of some change. We want
to promote and grow Ohio City. It’s
an artisan community,” said Doran,
who lives in Ohio City.
Although Room Service doesn’t
sell as many crafts and not all of
its products are locally designed,
the duo of variety stores helps give
shoppers a reason to stay in the
neighborhood for longer than an
hour’s worth of meter time.
Doran said discussions are being
held to make parking more accessible. Salty, which is on the west side
of West 25th, has about a dozen
meters within a one-block walk that
are 25 cents an hour. A shopping
center directly across West 25th
has a parking lot, but several stores
on the west side of the street have
signs warning their customers not
to park in it.
With the opening of restaurants
such as Crop Bistro bringing 1,000
seats to the neighborhood, Ohio
City could run into the problem of
not having enough spaces for all
the cars the new businesses would
bring in.
Eric Wobser, executive director
of the Ohio City Near West Development Corporation, said the
issue is being addressed. A parking
structure is an option, but it would
be three to five years in the offing
once it’s financed.

PHOTO BY NORA RODRIQUEZ
Thursday, May 12, 2011; Second District Police Station, 3481 Fulton
Road: Police officers Scott Lamb and Vince Seminatore of the Second
District Community Services Unit bring place food donations in a U-Hall
Truck. The food drive was organized by Second District Commander
Keith Sulzer to help the St. Augustine Hunger Center in Tremont.

METROHEALTH SPURS DEVELOPMENT

WARD 14 VACANT HOUSES

continued from page 6

continued from page 4

tracted several recovery projects.
South Pointe Commons, a $12
million project by Emerald Development and Economic Network Inc.,
has increased traffic in the area.
The 82-unit Housing First project,
located on W. 25th Street near
MetroHealth Hospital, serves the
homeless and disabled population.
South Pointe Commons opened its
doors in September 2008.
The social service agency, Hispanic Urban Minority Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse Outreach Program (HUMADAP), has undergone a modest
upgrade including new fencing and
landscaping, funded by the City of
Cleveland’s Storefront Renovation.
HUMADAP is thrilled to have new
projects in the neighborhood, said
Bruckman.
“The whole corridor was recently
a subject of a couple different planning projects,” said Bruckman.
The area has potential for transition, said Bruckman, but “there is not
much commercial activity.” He said
two factors play into the problem of
recovery in the area.
The first is the large commercial
strip mall, Steelyard Commons.
“Eight hundred thousand square feet
of retail makes it difficult for neighborhood scale retail to compete,”
said Bruckman.
The other problem is that MetroHealth hospital patrons stay within
its campus. “More often than not
people are not shopping nearby,”
said Bruckman.
Because W.25th Street is a high
traffic corridor, it is a great place
for business. Bruckman said, “[It
is] appealing to commuters, to the
hospital and to the surrounding
neighborhoods.”
The hospital’s location is exactly
why Maha and Sam Zayed decided
to expand their West Side Market
falafel business to W. 25th Street.
“We came here because of the
potential buyers,” said Sam Zayed.

The close vicinity to MetroHealth
has kept their restaurant, Maha’s
Café, growing strong since they
moved to the area last year.
While new businesses are popping up, some of the historical
buildings in the area aren’t being put
to use. An example is the Aragon
building, Cleveland’s last surviving
ballroom from the big-band era. The
business lasted until the 1960s and
was “declared a historic site by the
Cleveland Landmarks Commission
in 1980. The latest attempt to revive
a business there was in 1991 and it
failed so the building sits empty on
W. 25th Street.
John Corlett, vice president of
government relations and community affairs at MetroHealth hospital,
said MetroHealth would be expanding after the Cleveland Psychiatric
Hospital closes. The hospital will
take over the land, and Corlett says
that he supports any improvements
made in the surrounding neighborhood.
Cleveland Councilman Brian
Cummins of Ward 14 is also doing
his part to clean up the area. He is
working to cover up the graffiti that
pollutes the area. He said that while
it’s a small group that’s making the
mess, it’s affecting a large community of people.
Bruckman said MetroHealth
hospital and the surrounding area is
interesting because the area has not
had huge gains or losses in population. Also, being a traditionally Latino
area, it has become more diverse
over the years and the different
population demographics affect the
change in business.
MetroHealth purchased the
Deaconess Hospital in Old Brooklyn
and expanded its campus to create
the MetroHealth Brooklyn Health
Center. The facility is about a mile
south of the Main Campus, and with
it brought new job opportunities to
other Cleveland areas.

forced downward by a stockpile of
properties available on the market
due to foreclosure or threat of
foreclosure.
Rush indicated that a third
phase of the federal Neighborhood
Stabilization Program (NSP) should
be of some help to the city in
meeting both rehabilitation and
demolition costs citywide. And
part of the apparent inequity of
resources between wards may lie
in the fact that the second phase
of NSP did not include funds for
Ward 14, except for a small part
of the ward in Tremont, said Rush.
“When NSP was first authorized by
Congress, it did not include funds
for demolition,” he said, noting
that the City of Cleveland was
successful in a lobbying effort to
allow municipalities to spend threefifths of the funds in the first phase
of NSP for demolition.
“The expectation is that city
government should clean up this
mess (vacant and abandoned
houses) and the administration
has accepted that challenge,” said
Cleveland Building and Housing
Director Ed Rybka. “Based upon
survey of one, two, and three
family housing units, there are
7,067 structures in the state of
being distressed, boarded up, and
neglected,” he said. Over 5,000
properties have been demolished
in the past 5-½ years, according
to Rybka.
According to a May 2011 report,
Big Bank Foreclosures in Cincinnati,
Cleveland and Columbus, of the
National People’s Action Committee,
19.3% (or one out of every five) of
all housing units in Cleveland are
currently vacant, an increase of
65.2% since the year 2000.
Rybka noted, however, that due to
the retirement of a staff member and
the unexpected illness of another,”
the number of demolition contracts
issued by the city has been “very

limited since March”
Part of the reason that the process
of condemning a property can
be such a lengthy process is that
the Cleveland Housing Court will
forebear with property owners who
indicate a need for more time to
renovate a property, according to
Rybka. “More often than not, they
(the Housing Court) will grant the
property owner time to rehab a
property, but this is often just a
delaying tactic that only delays the
inevitable,” he said.
“The city is very aggressive in
trying to recover demolition costs
and has hired outside attorneys;
we have filed 2,000 cases against
negligent property owners and will
go after their assets to recover,”
said Rybka.
Of $20 million in contempt of
court fines issued by the Cleveland
Housing Court, the Cleveland Clerk
of Courts Office has collected less
than $10,000, according to a report
in the November 22, 2010 issue of
the Plain Dealer written by Sandra
Livingston.
Rybka indicated a belief that the
rate of foreclosures in Cleveland
is “finally slowing down, and we
believe that we are getting ahead
of this game.”
While there was a decrease in
foreclosure rates nationwide during
2010, most analysts believe that
this is only temporary phenomenon
resulting from a nationwide
suspension of foreclosures by
several major banks in response
to accusations that they were robosigning during the review process.
Now that banks are beginning to
clear their backlog of files, many
experts predict that the number
of foreclosure cases will rapidly
increase in the months ahead.
Currently, 4% of all housing units in
Cleveland are currently bank owned
following foreclosure.
“There are clearly inequitable

resources that we did not receive;
I am going to be pushing these
two directors (Rybka and Rush) to
allocate 10% of (available demolition)
monies to the ward, monies that
we are owed for catch-up,” said
Councilperson Cummins.
Dupuis and Kempton, cochairpersons of the Stockyards,
Clark-Fulton, Brooklyn Centre
Housing Committee, pledged to
keep up the pressure on this city
to address the vacancy problem in
Ward 14. “We did not want a meeting
where we would bark and go away;
we want to do something that has
an impact,” said Kempton. “We are
inexperienced and idealistic, but we
are committed,” said Dupuis.
And Kempton and Dupuis are
basing their efforts on the success
of a model established by the
Detroit-Shoreway Block Club
Housing Coalition, a grassroots
advocacy project spearheaded by
community activist Gloria Aron.
Under this coalition, the number of
demolitions in the Detroit-Shoreway
neighborhood increased from 21
during 2009 to 116 in 2010.
“I don’t see how the city can
be rebuilt if the housing stock is
depleted; vacant houses have a
horrifying impact,” said Kempton.
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Merger creates organization to serve homeless
New Life Community and Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater
Cleveland (IHN) have come together
to form Family Promise of Greater
Cleveland, the largest organization
in Greater Cleveland focused exclusively on helping homeless families
transform their lives and achieve
long-term stability while helping families remain together. The merger
was effective May 1, 2011.
New Life Community and IHN
have both provided services to
homeless and jobless families in the
Greater Cleveland area. For the past
two years, the organizations have

worked to integrate staff, resources
and programming to serve more
families with even better outcomes
at a lower cost per household
served. Executive directors from
both organizations will lead Family
Promise of Greater Cleveland, with
Walter Ginn serving as Executive
Director and Sarah Cruise serving
as Associate Director. All staff will
remain and both boards merged to
form the Family Promise of Greater
Cleveland board.
Since 1990, New Life Community
has helped more than 700 families.
IHN has served more than 450

Crop Bistro to reopen in United Bank
Building on Lorain Ave. at W. 25th

PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Saturday, April 30, 2011; Cleveland Cold Storage Building, Abbey at
W. 14th: The Ohio Department of Transportation plans to demolish
this structure to make way for the new Inner Belt Bridge. Completion of the bridge is expected to be in 2013 at a cost of more than
$287 million.

CAMERA
continued from page 7
on May 19, 2011, Consultant Steve
Finegold along with Board Members
Henry Senyak, Yvonne Bruce and
Board President Chris Alvarado,
joined in a walk-thru briefing of the
system’s recorder, monitor and wiring nestled in a nook of the TWDC
offices. While Finegold did not
have answers to all the questions
and concerns about the system’s
breakdown, he did state that some
progress had been made and hopefully the network would be backup
and running to full capacity soon.
In a prior telephone conversation,
Finegold stated that TWDC was
his client and all questions would
have to be referred back to the
Safety Committee. To date, as the

investigation continues, there are
many uncertainties and misgivings
surrounding the Security Camera
Safety Program especially in the
Metro North area.
In the spirit of crime prevention
and public safety, currently there appears to be due diligence on behalf
of all parties to correct the situation.
However, a number of questions still
go unanswered. No one seems to
have the answer as to who actually signed off on the invoice for
the $5,000, or for the purchase of
surveillance equipment, which after
nearly four years still remain in the
boxes?
While some residents are still
strong supporters of the wireless
supervision, others are still skeptical
and would like to know why no one
has been minding the store.

by Deon Broyles
By August 1 2011, Ohio City will
reap its own unique harvest when
Crop Bistro and Bar re-opens in a
new location at 2537 Lorain Ave.
The joint ownership of Jackie and
Steve Schimoler decided to move
their restaurant into the first floor of
the old United Bank Building on the
corner of West 25th Street across
from the West Side Market.
They believe that the new location is better suited for the growing
needs of Crop. The new space is
large enough to accommodate multiple businesses, Schimoler said.
“We really ran out of space at
our past Crop location, generally,
because we run a product development business, and we require a
test kitchen and lab for our functionality.”
Crop owners plan to utilize the
United Bank Building’s historic look
to their advantage. According to
Schimoler, the building is a perfect
location for a restaurant. “It’s just a
unique, unique space that was just
screaming to be rejuvenated as a
restaurant,” he said.
According to management, the
restaurant will open with the addition of a market. “The restaurant
and bar will be on the main floor,”
Schimoler said. “We will also have
a 2,000-square-foot market, where
we are featuring all our ingredients
for sale.”
Schimoler, a food scientist and
head chef, has worked in the food
development business for several
years prior to owning a restaurant.
He started his career at Nestle,
where he met his wife and where he
was the director of innovation and

development.
After owning and selling four
restaurants in New York, he and his
family moved to Cleveland.
Crop also tests and develops food
products for several large restaurant
chains. “We do menu development
for national chain accounts like
Red Lobster and Cracker Barrel,”
Schimoler said.
According to Mrs. Schimoler, the
restaurant’s name means more than
just cultivated agriculture.
“The name Crop is also short for
customized restaurant operations
platform. So, what that means is
as we do development for different
companies; we put the items on the
menu and we try to see how well
they do and what customers think
of them,” she said.
Some people who work in the
area think that Crop will be an
added addition to the Ohio City
West Side Market Area and will bring
in new revenue streams. “We’re
hoping it does really well for the
neighborhood,” said Steve Mullin, a
semi-retired Penzeys Spices clerk.
“Customer traffic is going to be great
because they are going to be open
seven days a week. Just having
somebody else open on Sunday is
going to be really good.”
Penzeys Spices is a family owned
business that sells a variety of food
spices and is located on the first floor
of the United Bank Building adjacent
to the Crop location.
The Schimolers recently acquired
and opened another restaurant
called Cropicana. “We took over a
restaurant down at Whisky Island
Marina that used to be called the
Sunset Grille. It’s a seasonal restaurant from May to September,”
Schimoler said. Some 1,000 people
showed up during the restaurant’s
opening night.

families since its shelter program
was formed in 1998.
“By coming together, we’re able
to expand our services and serve
more families in Cleveland facing
a crisis of homelessness,” Ginn
said. “We are focused on families remaining together while they
stay in our emergency and interim
housing. We move families rapidly
through our programs based on their
individualized needs and offer longterm support after they leave our
program. We also teach families
self confidence, job skills, and life
skills so they can be self sufficient
and provide a promising future for
themselves and their children.”
Family Promise of Greater Cleveland will provide the following range
of services to address families at
distinct stages of homelessness: 1).
Crisis Intervention to assess families
experiencing a housing crisis with
the goal of avoiding homelessness
by linking them to community prevention resources; 2) Rapid Exit
Emergency Housing in our Family Center by day and in a network
of host congregations by night; 3)
Interim Housing for families unable
to immediately obtain or maintain
permanent housing.
Families can reside for up to 16
weeks in Family Promise’s furnished
apartments and receive self-sufficiency services to exit as rapidly
as possible. Family Stability services are offered during and after
a family’s residential stay, coupled
with Community-Based services
once families are re-housed to
support families in maintaining jobs
and housing long-term.
Deborah Vesy, president and
CEO of the Deaconess Community
Foundation, which helped fund the
transition planning, said the new
organization is well positioned to
make an impact on homeless families on day one. “Family Promise
of Greater Cleveland will have a
relevant voice at the table because
of its combined expertise,” she said.
“Both organizations were on strong
financial footing, but they wanted to
come together to expand services.
As Family Promise of Greater Cleveland, they’re able to provide higherquality and more expansive services
at a cost savings that allows them to
reinvest in programming. That’s refreshing in these economic times.”
Congregational and community
support will continue to be a critical
delivery method for the programs,
Cruise said. “Our more than 80
partner congregations and 2,500
volunteers give 32,000 volunteer
hours and $700,000 worth of in-kind
support to our programs. They also
offer food, shelter, sleeping quarters,
mentorship and companionship to
our families,” she said. “We consider
it an important part of our mission
to provide volunteer opportunities
for families to serve other families
and make a true difference in their
communities.”
Family Promise of Greater Cleveland’s administrative office and
interim housing program is located
on the east side of Cleveland near
Shaker Heights at 3470 East 152nd
St., Cleveland, with emergency
housing located at the Family Center in the Tremont neighborhood
at 2592 W. 14th St., Cleveland. For
more information about the program
and its services call 216-767-4060.

June 2011 • Plain Press 11

CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR
continued from page one
Tate Publishing donated a book
to each child that came to the ice
cream shop for book readings during the week of May 2nd to May 7th.
In all, 125 children from Merrick
House Day Care, Tremont Montessori preschool and special needs
students and kindergarten students
from the North East Ohio College
Preparatory School at the St. John
Cantius building participated in the
story hours.
The readings and book donations
were part of a campaign called
“Have a Heart, Share a Book.” The
Tremont ice cream shop, Tremont
Scoops, for the tenth year in a
row is involved in this campaign
which seeks donations of new and
gently used books to distribute to
neighborhood children who attend
local public schools. The goal of
the program is to provide children
with books so they can start a home
library. Marianne Ludwig, owner of
Tremont Scoops, says over the past
ten years the campaign at the ice

cream shop has taken in donations
of over 4,000 books for neighborhood children.
Ludwig says when she first
opened her shop she wanted to do
something to promote literacy. For
a number of years the donations of
books went to a Merrick House campaign to distribute books to children
in neighborhood schools. Last year
the books helped fill the collection at
the Merrick House Reading Room.
This year Molly Carreon is helping
Ludwig to decide the age appropriateness of the books to give to
children at various neighborhood
schools.
As a thank you for the book
donations, donors were offered a
free scoop of ice cream. Ludwig
estimates about 500 books were
donated this year. In addition, during
the week of the campaign, Tremont
Scoops donated a dollar from each
cup of its fairly traded coffee purchased to a fund to buy children’s
dictionaries for special education
students in a Cleveland elementary
school.

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, May 2, 2011; Have a Heart Share a Book Campaign, Tremont Scoops, 2362 Professor: Children
listen to Molly Carreon, director of Mi Casita Early Learning Center, as she reads aloud at Merrick House
pre-school program’s story hour.

Buildings on Lorain Avenue are linked to betCommunity Board
ter serve the West Side Catholic Center
(continued)
by Amanda Duncan
Many a pedestrian walking along
Lorain Avenue at W. 32nd Street has
wondered what the story was behind
the thin modern structure linking
two buildings, one labeled Moriah.
Clearly it’s not wide enough to occupy, making it the grounded version
of a skyway.
The two buildings on Lorain Avenue in Cleveland’s historic district
are owned by the West Side Catholic
Center, which also owns the building
across W. 32nd street that houses
the drop center where people can
donate items.
The two buildings weren’t connected until 2009, when the landmarks commission came up with the
novel connection to make the space
a better fit for the West Side Catholic
Center’s programs.
The building that is called Moriah
was a two-story wooden structure
built in 1912 by architect George
H. Steffens. It is known historically
as the Miller Block. The 1930’s saw
the building used for apartments
along with a business known as Associated Charities. In 1940 a man
named Joshua P. Conway moved in
and lived there until 1971. The building has also been a warehouse.
The building, next to Moriah, has

many other occupants as well. The
Landmarks Commission website
shows that there used to be two
different auto shops there, Duke
Motor Sales in the 1930s and Triple
B Chevrolet Service in the 1940s.
Berger Distributing Company was
there in the 1950s.
The West Side Catholic Center,
made up of several area churches,
was established in 1977 to help men,
women and children in Cuyahoga
County affected by poverty. The
center has various annual fundraisers and the help of more than 500
volunteers and 4.400 donors.
The center offers various services, such as hot meals, clothing
and household goods, hospitality,
emergency services, advocacy, a
shelter for women and children,
and a housing solutions program.
The programs are free to those in
need, regardless of their religious
affiliation.
The Center is also supported by
other emergency services organizations. The West Side Catholic Center offers the connection that people
need to get back in the world.
Donations are welcome and can
come in various forms from money
to food, clothing, household items,
even becoming a volunteer.
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FLEA MARKETS/
RUMMAGE SALES/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP: Furniture, clothing, baby needs & more.
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m. Noon. Best prices in town! St. Paul’s
Community Church a W. 45th and
Franklin Blvd.
RUMMAGE SALE: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2928 Scranton
Road @ Seymour Avenue. Friday,
June 17: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday, June 18: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s Rental
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:
If you are a property owner with
nice, clean, reasonably priced
apartments, and are looking for

tenants, please call Care Alliance
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim
Schlecht.
SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT:
Kitchen privileges and cable. W.
86th/Clark area, (216) 281-4639.
FOR SALE - REAL ESTATE
Archwood/Denison Area: Remodeled 3/4 BR single on quiet
street. Large kitchen, dining room
leads to patio with beautiful deck &
landscaped yard. OWNER/AGENT
CAN HELP WITH DOWN PAMENT
AND/OR CLOSING COSTS. Other
houses also available. Art 216-5702742.
HELP WANTED
EXPIERIENCED COMBINATION
AUTO BODY MAN with tools - able
to pull frame. East side location.
216-481-8696.
MAINTENANCE
ACTION MAINTENANCE CREW:
Three handy people are available
for most of your home maintenance
and repair projects inside and outside your home. 216-207-3993 or
amc_cleveland@yahoo.com.
WANTED
BUYING ALL MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: Any condition. Cash Paid.
Will pick up: 216-459-9270.

13TH ANNUAL SEARCHING
FOR TEEN LEADERS program
is accepting nominations through
May 31 for northern Ohio teens who
have demonstrated outstanding
leadership and kindness. 10 finalists
will be announced in September
and compete for a $2,500
scholarship through an essay
writing contest describing their
community service and leadership.
For info and application, visit www.
nominateyourteen.com.
HEALTH
TEEN
WELLNESS
CLINIC
offers free, confidential tests and
immunizations the first Saturday
of the month at McCafferty Health
Center, 4242 Lorain, room 233.
Both walkins and appointments
welcome. For times and info, call
216-664-6603.
MEDWORKS
FREE
MASS
MEDICAL CLINIC will be held at

Neighborhood Family Practice,
3569 Ridge Road, on Sat., June
11, 8 am-6 pm, with free physicals,
lab tests, mammograms, xrays, medications, and nutrition
education. To make an appointment,
visit www.medworksusa.org, or
call WKYC Channel 3 Phone
Bank on June 1; walkins may also
be available. Spanish language
interpreters will be available.
METROHEALTH HEALTH FAIR
at Primera Iglesia Bautista Church,
6800 Denison, on Sat., June 4
from 9 am – 1 pm, features health
screenings for all, children’s
activities, plus mammograms and
breast exams for women over
35 without health insurance. For
info, call 216-778-8557 or email
cgarcia@metrohealth.org.
WENDY
PARK
WELLNESS
INITIATIVE will offer Sunday
morning all-levels yoga classes
at Wendy Park (just east of
Edgewater Park) from Memorial
Day weekend to Labor Day

Plain Press
Business Directory
To advertise call Tom Sheehan
at 216-621-3060
or email:
plainpressads@yahoo.com
Accountant

weekend, Sundays from 9:30-11
am. No obligation to attend, but
donations accepted to benefit the
Wendy Park Foundation. For info,
email wendyparkwellness@gmail.
com or call 216-385-1683.
VOLUNTEERS
REIMAGINING
CLEVELAND
SPRING PLANTING & CLEANUP
DAY is looking for volunteers
on Sat., June 4 for ReImagining
Garden sites across the city.
Picnic lunch provided at 12:30,
planting and clean-up from 14 pm. Bring garden gloves and
tools, if possible; no experience
necessary. Register by emailing
sml@neighborhoodprogress.org or
call 216-830-2770 x223.
CLEVELAND
INDIANS
VOLUNTEER
CHALLENGE
promotes community volunteerism
by offering two free tickets to
designated 2011 Indians games
in reward for 4 hours of qualifying
volunteer service. For info, visit
www.indians.com/volunteer.
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