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PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Tuesday, February 8, 2011; Safe-16 Winter Safety Conference, 
West Side Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: City of 
Cleveland Community Relations Department Director Blain 
Griffi n discusses strategies for organizing communities.

                PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, February 20, 2011; Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority 
Riverview Tower & Family Black History Celebration, Riverview Tower 
Community Center, 1701 W. 25th Street: Dancer Sierra West performs 
to the tune of “In the Midst of it All”.See related story on page 5.

                PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, February 12, 2011; Vietnamese Lunar New Year Celebration, 
TET – Year of the Cat, Sachsenheim Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue: The 
Buddha fans the fl ames from the dragon.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, February 12, 2011; Vietnamese Lunar New Year Celebration, TET – Year of the Cat, Sachsenheim 
Hall, 7001 Denison Avenue: Cymbal players accompany the dragons dancing around the fl oor bringing 
good fortune for the new year.

by Joe Narkin
Gathered under a theme of “Good 

Neighbors Make Good Neighbor-
hoods,” 80 residents of the Cudell, 
Edgewater, and West Boulevard 
neighborhoods in Ward 16 attended 
the Safe-16 Winter Safety Confer-
ence at the West Side Community 
House on February 8 to engage in 
a discussion of trends in community 
organizing. 

“While most of Cleveland has 

declined, this neighborhood (Ward 
16) has remained relatively stable, 
but, with the growth of the African 
American and Hispanic communi-
ties, the population has become 
more diverse,” said Blaine Griffi n, 
Director of the Community Relations 
Department of the City of Cleveland, 
analyzing census data comparing 
population and other demographic 
trends during the decade spanning 
1990 to 2000.

While data from the recently 
completed national census for the 
year 2010 has not yet been made 
available, as of the year 2000, the 
City of Cleveland has rated the 
Edgewater neighborhood as stable 
and the Cudell and West Boulevard 
neighborhoods as rating in a range 
between transitional and stable. In 
their neighborhood typology scale, 
the City of Cleveland rates neighbor-
hoods as stable, transitional, fragile, 
or distressed.

“It is the community that basically 
dictates how safe it is,” said Griffi n. 
“Your best ability is your availability; 
getting your community to work with 
you requires time, energy, imagina-
tion, understanding your environ-
ment, ability to adapt, and patience,” 
he said.

Effective community organizing in 
the 21st Century also requires a com-
munity to utilize the latest trends in 
technology and social media outlets, 
according to Griffi n, who noted that 
President Barack Obama issues two 
to three twitters per week to inform 
citizens regarding issues. He also 
noted that the public call for regime 
change in Egypt was largely suc-
cessful due to its effective use of 
social media in organizing rallies 
and protests.

Griffi n, who worked as a com-
munity organizer in Cleveland prior 
to going to work for the adminis-
tration of Cleveland Mayor Frank 
Jackson, said that there are two 
basic types of community organiz-
ing: “organizing through crisis and 
proactive organizing.” Proactive 
organizing allows communities to 
make necessary changes, utilize 
community strengths, and, thereby, 
prevent problems and crisis, said 
Griffi n.

SAFE-16 Winter Safety Conference offers forum 
to examine the trends in community organizing

continued on page 8

Volunteers rally to help St. Herman’s 
Monastery following gun scandal
by Chuck Hoven

At their February 24th meeting, 
residents of the Franklin/Clinton 
Block Club received an update on 
efforts to make sure St. Herman’s 
Monastery and House of Hospital-
ity continues its vital mission in the 
wake of a recent controversy.  In 
early February, the Plain Dealer and 
local television stations reported that 
Cleveland Police discovered a large 
amount of weapons and ammunition 
owned by Reverend John Henry, the 
Abbot of St. Herman’s Monastery at 
W. 44th and Franklin.

Franklin/Clinton Block Club Chair-
man Bill Merriman said that when 
guns were found in the neighbor-
hood, people were very concerned. 
He said working to assure the 
monastery continues its mission 
brought neighbors together to help 
sift through some thorny issues.

Ward 3 Councilman Joe Cim-
perman told the block club that 
Cleveland Police followed up after 
being alerted by Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms federal agent about a 
man buying guns and ammunition 
late at night from Walmart. When 

they investigated, detectives found 
a large number of guns and ammo 
stored in vehicles in the back yard 
of the monastery at 44th and Franklin 
and in vehicles behind a group of 
row houses across the street from 
the monastery. The monastery and 
the row houses across the street 
are owned by the Little Brothers and 
Sisters of Divine Compassion – the 
Board of St. Herman’s Monastery. 
Cimperman noted that guns were 
also found on a Trumbull County 
Farm -- also a property of the Little 
Brothers and Sisters of Divine Com-
passion.

Cimperman said while Father 
John Henry had not committed any 
illegal act, the concern was that the 
guns and ammunition were just sit-
ting in vehicles and were not secure.  
Cimperman said that of 254 guns 
owned by Rev. John Henry, 250 
were found with his assistance.

Cimperman said a number of City 
of Cleveland inspectors from Build-
ing and Housing, Zoning, Fire and 
Health Departments have gone over 

continued on page 10
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               PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Monday, February 14, 2011; Valentine’s Day Senior Party, West Side Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: 
West Side Community House senior Eleana Ward (back left) and Executive Director, Dawn Kolograf, welcome 
Merrick House seniors (L to R) Walter Johnson, Jr., Angel Sanchez, and Harry Samano to a Valentine’s 
Day celebration.  Merrick House is encouraging its seniors to register with West Side Community House 
when their senior program closes on March 31.

West Side Community House Senior Program faces challenges as new seniors arrive
by Chuck Hoven

As seniors from Merrick House, 
which is slated to close on March 

31st, make the transition to West 
Side Community House, the senior 
program at West Side Community 

House is also making some adjust-
ments to changes in transportation 
services and new rules for meals. 

The additional seniors in the pro-
gram create a challenge to increase 
the availability of parking at West 
Side Community House.

In February, with encourage-
ment and incentives from its fund-
ing sources, West Side Community 
House began using a new transpor-
tation service called Senior Trans-
portation Connection. Kolograf says 
this service will be available to all 
seniors at Merrick House who cur-
rently receive transportation or who 
walk to the center. She says Senior 
Transportation Services (STS) is 
a non-profi t organization set up by 
those who fund senior services. STS 
will pick seniors up at their homes; 
drivers are equipped with phones 
to call seniors if necessary and 
they will also get out of the vehicle 
to ring door bells and assist seniors 
in getting into the van. The service 
area from which qualifi ed seniors 
can receive transportation to West 
Side Community House will now 
stretch roughly from the Cuyahoga 
River to W. 117th and from Lake Erie 
to the Zoo. 

West Side Community House 
Executive Director Dawn Kolograf 
acknowledges that parking is a 
problem at West Side Community 
House. She hopes in the near future 
that Cudell Improvement and Ward 
16 Councilman Jay Westbrook will 

assist WSCH in creating a parking 
lot directly across Lorain Avenue 
from the WSCH. She envisions 
a traffi c light, a crosswalk, a well-
landscaped parking lot with a com-
munity garden and benches in the 
rear. Western Reserve Area Agency 
on Aging’s (WRAAA) Julie Jarvis 
indicated that the agency no longer 
provides funds for capital improve-
ments. Westbrook says he is work-
ing to address the issue of parking, 
but noted that land assembly will 
take time.

Kolograf says funding for the 
senior programs continues to decline 
while costs increase. The program 
once funded fully in 1976 has seen 
a steady erosion of funding levels 
since that time. She says WRAAA is 
the largest funding source, providing 
funding for meals for senior age 60. 
Cuyahoga County through federal 
Title XX dollars provides funds for 
meals for low-income individuals 
who are handicapped. 

Jarvis confi rms that funding lev-
els have remained fl at or decreased 
while costs have increased over the 
past 20 years. She says the majority 
of their funding comes from the Older 
Americans Act which Congress has 
be funding with a continuing resolu-
tion and WRAAA will not know until 

continued on page 5

11th Congressional District Community Caucus meets in Tremont
by Chuck Hoven

The 11th Congressional District 
Community Caucus held a February 
19th meeting in the Tremont neigh-
borhood at St. Theodosius Church 
on Starkweather Avenue. The guest 
speaker, Congresswoman Marcia 
L. Fudge, D 11, shared some of her 
thoughts on the current political cli-
mate in Washington D.C. and fi elded 
questions from constituents. The 11th 
Congressional District includes the 
Ward 3 portions of the Tremont and 
Ohio City neighborhoods.

Congresswoman Fudge made it 
clear that President Barack Obama’s 
proposed budget, offering cuts in 
Community Development Block 
Grants, Food Stamps, Head Start, 
school lunches, and Home Energy 
Assistance Program, is a direct 
result of tax breaks offered to the 
wealthy as part of a compromise 
with Republicans in Congress 
made by the president late last year. 

Fudge said most of the $80 billion 
dollars in tax reductions will go to 
millionaires. 

Fudge said she was against 
renewing the Bush tax cuts for the 
wealthy that are now resulting in 
severe cuts in programs that benefi t 
her constituents. She noted that 
20% of the people and 40% of the 
African Americans in her Congres-
sional District benefi ted from the 
Food Stamp program. She said 
100% of the students in schools 
in her district were eligible for the 
school lunch program.

Fudge noted that the Obama ad-
ministration’s proposed cut in payroll 
deductions for Social Security tax 
would hurt the long-range stability 
of the program.

She said about one third of the 
federal defi cit is due to the decline 
in the economy in which greed on 
Wall Street played a big role, about 
one third is due to the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and one third is 
due to the Bush tax cuts. However, 
the tax policy to combat the defi cits 
is shifting the tax burden from the 
wealthy and hurting the poor with 
cuts in programs.

Fudge asked residents of her dis-
trict, given the state of the proposed 
budget, “Who is representing you?”  
She said the presidents’ budget 
proposes cutting the HEAP program 
in half from $5 billion to $2.5 billion. 
This is a program that provides 
heating assistance in the winter and 
air conditioning in severe heat to 
seniors, the disabled and the poor. 
She noted some other cuts that 
will hurt the poor including a  $700 
million proposed cut in the Women 
Infant and Children (WIC) nutrition 
program, and proposed cuts to the 
PELL grants that help low income 
students to afford college tuition. 
She said the PELL grant cuts would 
reduce the amount of tuition assis-
tance from $5,500 to a maximum of 
$4,700 per year and eliminate grants 
for year round tuition for students 
trying to accelerate their graduation 
by taking classes in the summer.

Fudge said the president’s pro-
posed budget, cuts deep into areas 
we didn’t think should be cut. She 
said proposed cuts in this year’s 
budget, being proposed by Tea Party 
supported Republicans in Congress, 
were worse than the president’s cuts 
proposed for next year. Fudge indi-
cated she had been up for 40 hours 
and just left Congress early that 

morning after a recess from battles 
on a cuts proposed in an effort to 
pass a continuing resolution to keep 
the government running this year. 
She believes that some of the 100 
new members of Congress, elected 
this year, want to shut the govern-
ment down to make a political point 
about cutting the budget.

Citing one policy stance of the 
new members of Congress that 
will hurt her constituents, she said 
they are proposing a tax break for 
dead millionaires that will result in 
an $8 billion dollar revenue loss, 
while at the same time proposing 
to raise the eligibility age for people 
to receive Social Security, Medicaid 
and Medicare. Fudge says increas-
ing the retirement age to age 70 
means that many African Americans 
will pay into the system but never 
receive their benefi ts because of 
statistically lower life expectancies 
due to lower access to health care 
and other factors.

Fudge predicted that cuts pro-
posed by the Republicans in Con-
gress would result in the loss of 
200,000 jobs –from job losses in 
programs funded by CDBG, fewer 
college degrees resulting in fewer 
jobs, and in cuts in funding to police 
and teachers.

Fudge was critical of the Obama 
administration’s Race to the Top 

continued on page 3

ANNUAL MEETING
NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS 
who wish to vote at the Ohio City 
Near West Dev. Corp. Annual 
Meeting (Wed, April 20) must 
submit membership forms one 
month prior to OCNW by March 
20. Forms are available at OCNW, 
2525 Market Avenue, or online at 
www.ohiocity.com or www.ocnw.
org. For info, call 216-781-3222.

EVENTS
CITY MUSIC CLEVELAND will 
present works by Tchaikovsky and 
Bizet, with violinist Dylana Jenson, 
on Fri., March 18 at 7:30 pm. at 
St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, 
10205 Lorain. For info, call 216-
357-9508. 

FORUMS
MULTICULTURAL FORUM in 
Franklin Circle Christian Church’s 
Widening the Circle series will 
focus on “What Does It Mean 
to be Multicultural?” on Thurs., 
March 17 from 6:30-8:30 pm at 
the church, 1688 Fulton Rd. (at 
Franklin). Children, youth and 
adults are invited to participate. 
For info, call 216-781-8232 or visit 
www.FranklinCircleChurch.org.
TLCI PLANNING MEETING on 
Wed, March 10, from 6-8 pm, 
coordinated by OCNW, Cleveland 
Public Art, and the City of Cleveland, 
a ims at  gather ing input and 
examining ways to make Ohio 
City and the market District a more 
walkable and livable community. It 
will be held at the Garret Morgan 
School Cafeteria, 4016 Woodbine. 
For info,  cal l  216-781-3222. 
ADVOCATES FOR BUDGET 
LEGISLATION EQUALITY (ABLE) 
will meet on Wed., March 10 at 5:30 
pm at the Organize!Ohio offi ce, 3500 
Lorain. For info on the meeting, or 
preparations and transportation for 
the Columbus Rally and Legislator 
Education on March 22, call Brian 
Larson, 216-771-5077,ext. 135, or 
visit www.MerrickHouse.org/ABLE. 

LORAIN CORRIDOR RE-ZONING 
PUBLIC MEETING on proposed 
rezoning of Lorain and Detroit 
Avenues will be held on Wed., 
March 2 from 6-7:30 pm. At Urban 
Community School, 4909 Lorain. 
STOCKYARD FORUM on Wed., 
March 2 will feature representatives 
of the West Side Housing Center 
and ESOP.  It will be held at 7 
pm at the VFW Hall, 3296 W. 61st 
Street. For info, call 216-961-9073.

GARDENING
GARDENERS’ SEED SWAP  wi l l 
be held on Sun., 3/6/11 from 1:30-
3:30 pm at Open Yoga Gallery, 4736 
Lorain. Meet other green thumbs, plus 
Justin Husher of Old Husher’s Farm; 
everyone welcome, no yoga required. 
For info, visit www.openyogagallery.com.
BACKYARD COMPOSTING SEMINAR 
offered by the Cuyahoga County Solid 
Waste District  will be held Wed., 3/30/11 
at Gardens Under Glass in the Galleria, 
East Ninth and St. Clair. From 11:45am 
– 12:45 pm. Compost bins will also be 
available for sale. For info, call 216-443-
3731 or visit www.cuyahogaswd.org.
LOCAL FOOD CLEVELAND Network-
ing Event program, “Backyard Livestock”,  
about keeping chicken and bees in urban 
neighborhoods, will be held Mon., March 
7, from 5:30-8:30 pm at the Great Lakes 
Brewery Tasting Room, 2701 Carroll. 
For info or reservations, visit www.e4s.
org/events.
VERMICOMPOSTING WORKSHOP 
will be held at St. Paul Community 
Church, W.45th & Franklin on Wed., 
March 16, from 6:30-8 pm with demos, 
discussion, and handouts from OSU 
Extension Master Gardening Program. 

HEALTH FAIR
METROHEALTH HEALTH FAIR 
on Sat., March 5, 9 am – 1 pm, 
will feature free health screenings, 
free mammograms for women 35 
and over with no health insurance, 
refreshments, massage and kids’  
activities. It will be held at Inglesia 
de Dios Pentecostal MI, 8601 Sauer 
Avenue (W.85th & Sauer). For info, 
call Camille Garcia at MetroHealth, 
216-778-8557.

MEETINGS
DAISY AVENUE BLOCK CLUB will 

meet Wed., March 8 at 6:30  pm 
at Applewood Center, 3518 W.25th 
Street(corner of W.25th and Daisy).  For 
info, call Adam Gifford, 216-961-9073. 
SCOUTS MEET AT ST. ROCCO 
CHURCH HALL, 3205 Fulton Rd. 
Boy Scout Troup 98, for boys 11-
18, meets Thursdays at 7 pm., while 
Cub Scout Troop 98, for boys 6-10, 
meets Tuesdays at 7 pm. For info, call 
Scout Master Bob Taylor, 651-4998.

CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ECONOMIC SECURITY PROJECT 
FOR CLEVELAND SENIORS, a project 
of the Cleveland Department of Aging, 
will present “How to be a savvy, scam-
free senior!” on Tues., March 8 , from 
10 am – noon at Gunning Rec Center, 
16321 Puritas. Topics include protecting 
against identify theft, home repair scams, 
and foreclosure rescue scams. For info, 
call 216-664-6130.

SENIORS
2011 SENIOR LAWN CUTTING, 
offered  by Cleveland Department of 
Aging, offers  free lawn cutting once 
monthly. To qualify, all household 
members must be 60 or older, 
except for household members with 
certifi ed functional disability. Call 
216-664-3998 or 216-664-4694.

VOLUNTEERS
SHARE-A-MEAL AT ST. IGNATIUS 
OF ANTIOCH, 10205 Lorain, needs 
volunteers for Share-A-Meal, held 
the third Wednesday each month in 
the school cafeteria. Volunteers set 
up beginning at 3:30, serve at 5:30, 
and clean up afterward. For info, call 
the parish offi ce at 216-251-0300. 
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       PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Thursday, January 27, 2011; May Dugan Center, 4115 Bridge Avenue: 
Rhoda Turk practices to take her GED Test at the May Dugan Educa-
tion Resource Center.

Hope is fi rst step toward change at the adult education programs of May Dugan Center
by Joe Narkin

Education has been a matter of 
class and circumstance for far too 
long and for far too many people 
in the City of Cleveland. A part-
nership between the Education 
and Resource Center of the May 
Dugan Center and the Lakewood 
City Schools ABLE Program offers 

ABLE Program. But progress is 
not always straightforward for adult 
students, many of whom have 
children and experience numerous 
social and economic stressors in 
managing their daily lives. “At fi rst, 
success may be showing up every 
day or calling that they are not 
coming; that is success because 
we have engaged them,” she said. 

The ABLE Program at the May 
Dugan Center takes a highly 
individualized approach to adult 
education. “We adapt the program to 
individual needs and let them work at 
their own pace; we don’t want to have 
a teacher centered type of program 
that drove them out of the system 
in the fi rst place,” said Hamovitch. 
Accordingly, “the program is not 
based upon a semester system 
and is not time limited; students can 
enter the program at any time and 
the program is there for them as long 
as they need it,” she said, adding, 
“We never give homework; when 
they ask (for homework), we give it.”

The Lakewood ABLE Program 
at the May Dugan Center offers 
educational assistance in reading, 
wr i t ing,  and math sk i l l s  for 
students who wish to enhance 
their employability, prepare for the 
General Educational Development 
(GED) test, and seek assistance in 
obtaining the skills and guidance 
necessary to  enter  co l lege.

The May Dugan Center also 

offers an English for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) Program. 
The student body of the ESOL 
Program includes a significant 
number of students who are political 
refugees from other countries, 
including Burma and Somalia. “The 
ESOL Program is very respectful 
of the traditions and practices 
of other cultures,” said Kemm.

The May Dugan Center has 
created a state of the art computer lab 
in a space that has been specifi cally 
designed to enhance the learning 
environment and show respect for 
adult students. In a time of restricted 
financial resources, many adult 
education programs are consigned 
to  makesh i f t  env i ronments . 
“This is how I want students to 
be treated,” said Hamovitch.

Students in educational programs 
at the May Dugan Center have ready 
access to the other services provided 
through the agency, including case 
management, counseling, and 
assistance in meeting basic needs 
such as employment, housing, food, 
clothing, and furniture. “So many 
of our students have other needs 
and the May Dugan Center offers 
a comprehensive web of support 
for our students,” said Marasko.

For more information about 
the adult educational programs 
and other services of the May 
Dugan Center call (216)631-5800.

adult learners the opportunity to 
overcome educational barriers and 
realize their maximum potential.

Virtually 100% of the students 
in Cleveland public high schools 
come from households that are 
economically disadvantaged and 
only 53.4% graduate with a high 
school diploma, according to 

facts provided by the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD).

When near ly  50% of  h igh 
school students in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD) 
do not graduate, it would be grossly 
inaccurate to describe dropouts as 
people who have fallen through the 
cracks. Rather, these are people who 
have been swept into a chasm by 
socio-economic circumstances and 
a school system that has failed them.

And the Cleveland school system 
has experienced a multi-generational 
pattern of failure. Nearly fi fty years 
ago, Michael Harrington, author of 
The Other America: Poverty in the 
United States, warned that, “If fathers 
and mothers of the contemporary 
poor were penalized a generation 
ago for their lack of schooling, their 
children will suffer all the more.” 

“We see students who are used 
to being pushed to the margins, 
who are used to being caught up in 
a bureaucracy,” said Sue Marasko, 
a teacher with the GED program 
at the May Dugan Center. “They 
assume that they are not going to be 
accepted well and assume that they 
are not going to do well,” she said. 

“The first step is getting them 
to believe in themselves and the 
fi rst thing that we have to let them 
know is that we are absolutely 
committed to their success,” 
said Marasko. “The Education 
and Resource Center is often the 
place where people can feel some 
hope,” said Rick Kemm, Executive 
Director of the May Dugan Center.

“It is an enormously positive and 
brave step for our students to reach 
out for help,” said Terry Hamovitch, 
Coordinator of the Lakewood 

NEWS ANALYSIS

education program. She said after 
sitting on the Education Committee 
for 2 ½ years she was of the opinion 
the program is designed to push 
teachers that want to teach out of 
the profession and attacking the 
seniority system that now protects 
teachers. 

Fudge says she was reassigned 
from the Educational Committee 
by Congressional leadership this 
year and placed on the Agricultural 
Committee. She says at fi rst she 
thought she was being placed in a 
committee that had nothing to do 
with her district, but then she learned 
that Food Stamps, the School Lunch 
Program and programs to attack 
“food deserts” and make fresh fruits 
and vegetables available in neigh-
borhoods all fell under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Fudge stressed the importance 
of improving diet and exercise op-
portunities in a country where many 
children are now obese, 80% of chil-
dren have no physical education in 
school, and many have no outdoor 
exercise outlet because they can’t 
walk in their neighborhoods.

Congresswoman Fudge did have 
some positive news to share. She 
said an $18 million dollar grant 
would help area young people to 
work with the STEM programs and 
the Great Lakes Science Center to 
better prepare them for careers in 
science and technology.

She said a number of grants to 
green technology have been made 
through the Recovery Act including 
a grants to  Job Corp and Cuyahoga 
Community College to help invest in 
a future green technology workforce. 
She urged residents to look up the 
funding of these programs on the 
Recovery Act website.

Fudge noted a $200 billion dol-
lar effort to help veterans with job 
training. She said a large number 
of veterans are jobless and veterans 

make up a large percentage of the 
homeless population.

Congresswoman Fudge suggest-
ed that instead of cutting programs 
that benefit the poor, Congress 
should stop making war. “If we got 
out of Afganistan and Iraq, we could 
balance our budget.” 

Responding to a question whether 
there was a constituency in Wash-
ington D.C. to advocate for the 
poor given that the rhetoric from the 
administration and Congress are 
increasingly aimed at pleasing the 
middle class or the wealthy but rare-
ly focusing on the poor. Fudge says 

her colleagues in Washington D.C. 
never use the word “poor.” She said 
the Progressive, Black, Asian Pacifi c 
and Hispanic Caucuses make up 
about 40% of the Democratic Party. 
She said they were the only forces 
in Congress that were advocates for 
the concerns of the poor.

Despite all the talk about the 
middle class, Fudge said, “What is 
the middle class?  People are losing 
income. The middle class is gone. 
There really isn’t a middle class.”  
She noted people of middle income 
are disappearing while wealthy 
increase their share of income and 
the number of poor people continues 
to rise.

11TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

continued from page 2



Hispanic Youth Center......................................459-1222
La Providencia Family Services Offi ce…...…...696-2197
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage…...………..593-0575
Ohio Com. on Hispanic/Latino Affairs........614-466-8333
Proyecto Luz.....................................................651-8236
San Lorenzo Club.............................................651-6540
Spanish American Committee..........................961-2100
Ukrainian Museum-Archives.............................781-4329
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland..........566-9263
Vietnamese Community in Greater Cleveland.857-0200

FOOD RESOURCES
Brooklyn Memorial UMC...................................459-1450
Cleveland Food Bank.......................................738-2265
Near West Side Food & Family Service.Ctr......281-5854
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services
          Ohio Direction Card................................987-7000
OSU Extension’s Urban Gardening .................429-8246
Pilgrim Congregational UCC Food Pantry….. 861-7388
Redeemer Crisis Center………………………. 281-0808
St. Augustine Church........................................781-5530
St. Herman’s House of Hospitality....................631-9860
Salvation Army..................................................881-2625
WSEM Center at Brookside..............................749-4295
WSEM Food Center Community Corner  .….. 631-6508
WIC (Women, Infants, & Children) ..................961-2233

GOVERNMENT
Adult Probation - City........,...............................664-4930
City of Cleveland Dog Kennel………….....…   664-3069
Cleveland City Hall-- all City Depts...................664-2000
   City Council Offi ces...….................................664-2840
       Ward 3 Councilman Joe Cimperman ..... 664-2691
       Ward 14 Councilman Brian Cummins ….. 664-4238
       Ward 15 Councilman Matthew Zone. .... 664-4235
        Ward 16 Councilman Jay Westbrook ….. 664-4230
       Ward 17 Councilwoman Dona Brady ...… 664-3708
Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-10)…..…... 228-8850
Congresswoman Martha Fudge (D-11) ……..  522-4900
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections...............443-3200
Cuyahoga County
  Councilmember Dan Brady (District 3) … …  698-2014
  Councilmember Yvonne Conwell (District 7)  698-2017
Cuyahoga County Children & Family Services.431-4500
Cuyahoga Cty Employment & Family Sers......987-7000
               Customer Service..............................987-7899
Cuyahoga County Information Service Center.443-8000
Cuyahoga County Land Reutilization Corp .. , 698-8853
Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Offi ce ……..…….. 443-7000
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District …..…  443-3749
Cuyahoga County Treasurer’s Offi ce  ………. 443-2149
Cuyahoga Valley National Park…….…… 440-546-5996
Cuyahoga Valley National Park Associ.... 330-657-2909
Emergency Medical Service (non-emergency) 623-4545
Fire Department (non-emergency)...................664-6350
NE Ohio Areawide Coor Agency ............ 241-2414 x273
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District ……. 881-6600
Ohio Dept. of Transportation Innerbelt Project.581-2100
OhioState Senators
       21st District:  Shirley A. Smith …...… 614-466-4857 
       23rd District:  Michael Skindell .……. 614-466-5123
Ohio State Representatives
       10th District: Bill Patmon …………..  614-466- 7954
       11th District:  Sandra Williams……… 614- 466-1414
       13th District:  Nickie J. Antonio ……..614- 466-5921
       14th District:  Mike Foley …………..  614-466-3350
Police Department (non-emergency)........…....621-1234
              Community Relations Unit…..…..…...623-5577
Police First District............................................623-5100
Police Second District.......................................623-5200
Prosecutor’s Offi ce (Cleveland) .......................664-4850
Prosecutor’s Offi ce (Cuyahoga County)...........443-7800
RTA Answer Line..............................................621-9500
       TDY (for hearing impaired)........................781-4271
RTA Community Responsive Transit................781-1110
Social Security Administration................1-800-772-1213
         ........................................1-800-325-0778 (TTY) 
)U. S.  EPA   ........................................  1-800-621-8431

HEALTH CARE
AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland…………621-0766
Care Alliance....................................................781-6228
Cleveland Sight Center.....................................791-8118
Fairview Luth Foun Physician Referral  ...866-733-6363  
             Parish Nurse Offi ce………….....…….476-7324
Free Clinic........................................................721-4010
Grace Hospital..................................................687-1500
Hospice of the Western Reserve......................383-2222
Immunization Action Plan.( Cleveland).............664-3609
Lutheran Hospital’s Adult Clinic........................363-2413
Lutheran Hospital Physicians Center................363-2119
McCafferty Health Center.................................651-5005
MetroHealth Medical Center.............................778-7800
Medicare.................................................1-800-Medicare
Neighborhood Family Practice (Main Offi ce ).. 281-0872
Neighborhood Family Practice (Tremont)  .…  334-2800
Planned Parenthood of Greater Cleveland…...961-8804
St. Augustine Health Campus ……………..…..634-7400
               St. Augustine Towers……  ……....….634-7444
Veterans Affairs (VA) Clinic at McCafferty HC..939-0699
Visiting Nurse Association................................931-1300
William Patrick Day Early Childhood Center.....736-2920

HEALTH RESOURCES
Achievement Center for Children.....................292-9700
Alzheimer’s Association -Cleveland Area.........721-8457
American Red Cross........................................431-3010
Arthritis Foundation Northeastern Ohio .....…. 831-7000
Catholic Charities Health and Human Ser.......334-2900
Center for Mental Retardation..........................622-0755
Center for Minority Health…(CWRU)....……….651-6191
Children’s Aid Society.......................................521-6511
Cleveland Department of Public Health………664-4350
Cleveland Division of Environmental Health
            Air Pollution Complaints…….......……..441-7442
              Health Code Violations…………....… 664-2300
Cleveland Hearing & Speech Center................231-8787
Cleveland Municipal School District
            Dept. of Health and Social Services...361-8142
             Div. of Food and Child Nutrition Ser...574-8305
Cleveland Sight Center.....................................791-8118
Cleveland Treatment Center -Project SAFE.....991-7233
Cuyahoga County Board of Health...................201-2000
Cuyahoga Cty Veterans Service Commission..698-2600
Diabetes Association of Greater Cleveland......591-0800
Epilepsy Foundation.........................................579-1330
Healthy Fathering Collaborative ..........211 or  436-2000
Healthy Start Hotline.......................987-7346 ...TTY-711
Help Foundation ………………………..……… 432-4810
Help Me Grow of Cuyahoga County….............698-7500
Hospice of the Western Reserve.....................383-2222
Lead Safe Living and Healthy Homes ……… 664-2175
Linking Employment Abilities & Potential..........696-2716
Long Term Care Ombudsman..........................696-2719
Lupus Foundation of America............1-888-NO-LUPUS
Lutheran Family Services.................................281-2500
Malachi House..................................................621-8831
MetroHealth Line..............................................778-7878
Multiple Sclerosis Society.................................696-8220
North American Menopause Society.........440-442-7550
Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission........227-3250
Ohio Relay Service (TTY/TTD)..............1-800-325-2223
Planned Parenthood.........................................961-8804
Pollution Standard Index - Cleveland...............441-7474
Prevent Blindness Ohio ………………..... 800-301-2020
Rose Garden Respite Center...........................671-0789
Services to Adult Care Homes .........................621-8322
Services for Independent Living............731-1529 V/TTY
Suicide Prevention Education Alliance  …….. 464-3471
United Cerebal Palsy.......................................791-8363
Up Side of Downs of Gr. Cleveland… 464-USOD (8763)

HOMELESS RESOURCES
City Mission Shelter..........................................431-3510
Emergency Shelter for Disabled Men...............623-2134
Interfaith Hospitality Network............................771-9600
New Life Community.........................................751-7301
Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless......432-0540
Project ACT/Cleveland Mun School District.....592-7405
Providence House............................................651-5982
St. Herman’s House of Hospitality....961-3806/631-9860
St. Malachi Center............................................771-3036
Salvation Army Emergency Aid........................861-8185
    Harbor Light (Two Parent Families)..............781-3773
    Pick-up, Assessment, Shelter & Service......623-7491
     2100 Lakeside.............................................566-0047
    Women’s Shelter..........................................881-0559
Transitional Housing ........................................781-2250
VA  Housing Home Care..(Brecksville)......440-526-3030
Volunteers of America...................................... 621-0120
Westhaven Youth Shelter.................................941-0062
West Side Catholic Center............................... 631-474

continued on page 9
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                PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, February 20, 2011; Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority 
Riverview Tower & Family Black History Celebration, Riverview Tower 
Community Center, 1701 W. 25th Street: Local Advisory Council Presi-
dent Eugene Ward reads from Maya Angelou’s poem “Still I Rise.”

          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, February 20, 2011, Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority Riverview Tower & Family Black 
History Celebration, Riverview Tower Community Center, 1701 W. 25th Street:  Puppets from His Handiwork 
Puppet Ministry, directed by Binnie Tufts, tell stories about black cowboys in the American west. 

Riverview Tower residents celebrate African American history & culture
by Jerleen Justus

West 25th Street Riverview Tower 
residents observed Black History 
Month by attending a Black History 
Celebration on Sunday, February 
20, 2011. The commemorative 
festivities were sponsored and pre-
sented by the Riverview Tower Local 
Advisory Council (LAC).

The Ward 3 Ohio City CMHA com-
plex is home to approximately 500 
citizens made up by a diverse and 
ethnic group of people from all walks 
of life. Ohio City Near West (OCNW) 
staff member Robert Shores as-
sisted in making introductions and 
stating how he would like to see 
these kind programs and support 

brought to others such as Ward 14 
Scranton Castle and Ohio City’s 
Lakeview Terrace residents.

More than one hundred (100) 
Ohio City Riverview Tower African-
American residents braved the 
cold, snow and wind to join others 
in honoring and celebrating their 
heritage. Many arrived at the party 
center in wheelchairs while some of 
the walking impaired relied on canes 
or the assistance of their fellowman. 
Some came casually dressed and 
others paid homage to their culture 
by donning traditional bold colors, 
kaftans, dashikis and kufi  hats.

Along with fun, entertainment, 
guest speakers and music from the 
motherland, the African-American 
jubilee was topped off with a hot 
soul-seasoned home-cooked menu. 
The smell of greens, pinto beans, 
cornbread stuffi ng, sweet potatoes, 
fried and roasted chicken hovered 
like a savory blanket while those 
in attendance were engrossed in 
remembering and learning more 
about their Black American History.

Ward 9 Councilman Kevin Con-
well and his band kicked the cer-
emonies in gear and got the party 
started by drumming up a little jazz. 
Drummer Conwell and the two gui-
tarists entertained the congregation 
throughout the evening with a num-
ber of African-American rhythms.

Dressed in traditional African 
clothing, LAC President Eugene 

Ward made introductions and im-
mediately followed by giving an 
eloquent reading of excerpts from 
Maya Angelou’s poem “Still I Rise.”

Under the direction of Binnie 
Tufts, His Handiwork Puppet Min-
istry recapitulation of the past gave 
a rendition of the life and times of 
some of our country’s famous black 
cowboys. The puppeteers brought to 
life the story of a Tennessee slave 
named Nate Love, also known as 
“Deadwood Dick” After being freed 
from slavery Nate gathered up 
his belongings and headed out to 
become a cowpuncher. The young 
black man learned to read, speak 
Spanish, heard cattle, tie bridles, 
shoot his 45, saddle and ride some 
of the wildest horses in the West. 
His accomplishments earned him 
the title of the most famous black 
cowboy in history.

In addition to “Rawhide” songs the 
puppets shared other stories and 
tales about notorious black cowboys 
such as black rodeo “bulldoggin’” 
performer Bill Pickett, Sgt. Henry 
Parker and the Buffalo Soldiers. At 
the age of 18 Parker escaped from 
his slave master in Kentucky and 
joined the 101st Regiment United 
States Colored Infantry.

Following the puppet play East 
Side Praise Dancer Sierra West 
gave an emotional toe twirling per-
formance to “In the Mist of it all.” 
The young woman spoke an art 

performing language that spoke to 
the heart of her captive audience. 
Every eye in the room gazed at 
the storyteller as she fl it, leaped, 
fl uttered and bounced in a ring and 
circled through the crowd.

Ward 9 Councilman Conwell took 
the fl oor as keynote speaker and in 
his colloquy he touched on the his-
tory of how African Americans over-
came slavery. Observers listened 
attentively as speaker Conwell 
shared historical spellbinding events 
of Great Migration, the Underground 
Railroad, Southern USA and what 
is known as the Black Belt. He 
shared documented facts on how 
Cleveland’s Lake Erie bordering 
residents assisted in getting the 
slaves across the water to Canada 
and freedom.

The Black History Day Celebra-
tion presentation came to a close 
as African Drummer Olugbala Olu 
Manns stepped into the spotlight. 
The “HeartRhythms” facilitator 
reeled in a participating audience 
with his “being on the one” col-
laboration. It is evidence based 
that drum empowerment activity 
promotes team building and stress 
relief. This activity is great for all 
ages, students and professionals. 
Showing off his drum profi ciency, 
the arts educator demonstrated the 
base, tone and slap conceptions of 
playing a African percussion instru-
ments.

March if funding levels will remain 
the same for next year. The program 
also receives a smaller portion of 
federal funds from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, which 
bases the allocation on the number 
of meals served – the more they 
serve the more they get. The State 
of Ohio used to provide about 20% 
of the budget for WRAAA, however 
in recent years the amount from 
Ohio has been cut signifi cantly and 
now provides less than 13% of the 
budget. In 2009 alone the allocation 
was cut by 39%. 

Jarvis says this year in order 
to improve the quality of the meals 
served and to meet new regulations 
from the Ohio Department of Aging, 
WRAAA sent out new bid specifi ca-
tions to caterers. The bid for the 
improved quality lunches was 66¢ 
higher per lunch raising the price 
per meal to $3.48. Jarvis says this 
means that 12% fewer meals will 
be able to be served this year. Of 
course that will mean less funds 
from the USDA, which provides 
funds on a per meal basis. Jarvis 
says the total number of meals 

WEST SIDE COMMUNITY HOUSE

continued from page 2
WRAAA can offer in the 5 county 
area it serves will decline form 1.3 
million a year to just over 1 million 
meals. 

Jarvis says that in order to ac-
commodate this decline participants 
will be asked a series of questions 
to determine level of need before 
being registered in the lunch pro-
gram. She anticipates that new or 
unexpected arrivals can be given 
lunches from individuals who don’t’ 
show up or be given meals from 
home deliveries that were cancelled 
for that day. She says if no meal is 
available, the person can be put on 
a waiting list. Waiting lists will help 
centers to lobby for additional funds, 
she said.
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Bellfl ower Family Helpline................................229-8800
Fire • Police • Medical................................................911
Poison Control Center………………….. 1-800-222-1222
Mental Health Crisis Hotline.............................623-6888
Safe Schools Hotline...........................771-SAFE (7233)
United Way First Call for Help .....436-2000 ......or.....211

ABUSE
Adult Abuse Hotline (Cuyahoga Cty DSAS).....420-6700
Bellfl ower Ctr for Prevention of Child Abuse ....229-2420
Child Abuse Hotline..............................696-KIDS (5437)
Cleveland Animal Protective League……........ 771-4616
Cuyahoga Adult Protective Services Hotline… 420-6700
Domestic Violence Center  ………………….. 651-8484
                24-Hour Hotline ………… .391-HELP  (4357)
Rape Crisis Center Hotline...............................619-6192

COMMUNITY ACTION
AIDS Task Force of Greater Cleveland............621-0766
Advocates for Budget Legislative Equality …. 771-5077
American Civil Liberties Union (Ohio)...............472-2200
Catholic Worker Community.............................631-3059
Center for Community Solutions.......................781-2944
Citizens of Cuy County Ombudsman’s Offi ce..696-2710
City Club of Cleveland   ……………...……….. 621-0082
Cleveland Climate Watch   ………………..….  631-3337
Cleveland Diocese Social Action Offi ce …….  939-3851
Cleveland Jobs With Justice.....................440-333-7007
Cleveland Mediation Center.............................621-1919
Cleveland Peace Action  …….....…...………..  231-4245
Cleveland Public Radio, 90.3 F.M at 9:00 a.m..578-0903
Cleveland Social Ventures Partners.................231-2300
Cleveland Teachers Union................................861-7676
Community Partnership for Arts & Culture........575-0331
Community Relations Board.............................664-3290
Consumer Protection Association.....................881-3434
Consumers For Fair Utility Rates.....................623-6266
Council for Economic Opp in Gr. Clev .............696-9077
Court Community Service...............................  771-2222
Cuyahoga River (RAP) . ........................241-2414 x 610
Earth Day Coalition...........................................281-6468
Empowering & Strengthening Ohio’s People..(877) 731-3767
Enterprise of Ohio ……………..………......……631-0280
Environmental Health Watch............................961-4646
Fair Housing Offi ce (City of Cleveland)............664-2018
Franklin Circle Church   ……………………….. 781-8232
Friends of Big Creek……………………...……. 269-6472
Greater Cleveland Community Shares.............361-9920
GreenCityBlueLake Institute  ……..….. 231-4600 x3366
Housing Advocates …………………….……… 391-5444
Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland.............619-8155
Inter-Religious Task Force on Central Amer ...961-0003
Legal Aid Society.............................................687-1900
League of Women’s Voters of Cleveland.........781-8375
Neighborhood Leadership Institute…………….812-8700

North Coast Humane Society...........................661-2292
NE Ohio Chapter US Green Bldg Council…..961-8850
Ohio Canal Corridor..........................................520-1825
Ohio Citizen Action…………….....……………..861-5200
Ohio Civil Rights Commission..........................787-3150
Ohio Patients Rights…………….………………221-2724
ParkWorks........................................................696-2122
Partnership for a Safer Cleveland.....................523-1128
Plain Press.......................................................621-3060
Policy Matters Ohio..........................................361-9801
Public Animal Welfare Society (PAWS).... 440-442-7297
Saint Colman’s Outreach Ministry....................651-0550
Single-Payer Action Network Ohio..............… 736-4766
United Clevelanders Against Poverty…...…… 631-5800
We Are the Uninsured………………..281-8945 ext. 205
WECO Fund……………………………..............458-0250
Weed and Seed Initiative…………..….……… 407-5572
West Side Family Resources Network ..771-7297 Ext. 4
Women Speak Out for Peace & Justice.231-4245 ext. 2

COMMUNITY CENTERS
Art House..........................................................398-8556
Arrupe Neighborhood Partnership Program.....961-1260
Clark Recreation Center…...............................664-4657
Cleveland Film Society.....................................623-3456
Cleveland Public Theatre.................................631-2727
Cudell Fine Arts Center.....................................664-4183
Cudell Recreation Center.................................664-4137
Estabrook Recreation  Center..........................664-4149
Halloran Park Skating Rink  ………………….  664-4187
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgen Com Ctr ..651-5428
May Dugan Center............................................631-5800
Merrick House ………….........….....................771-5077
Neighborhood Centers Association..................298-4440
Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center ……....….651-8236
St. Malachi Center............................................771-3036
Salvation Army Ohio City Corps.......................631-1515
                Westpark Corps ..............................252-3593
Tremont Neighborhood Opportunity Center.....858-1781
Veterans Center - West.............................440-845-5023
Walk of Faith Community Center …………… 941-3270
West Side Catholic Center................................631-4741
West Side Community House...........................771-7297
Women’s Center of Greater Cleveland............651-1450
                  Helpline: ……………...……651-HELP (4357)
Zone Recreation  Center..................................664-3373

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Art on Wheels...................................................941-7643
Bellaire Puritas Development Corp..................671-2710
Cleveland Council on World Affairs………..….781-3730
Cleveland EcoVillage…………………961-4242 Ext. 227
Cleveland Neighborhood Development Coal...928-8100
Community Shares...........................................361-9920
Cudell Improvement.........................................228-4383
Dancing Wheels...............................................432-0306



Community Guide
Detroit Shoreway Community Develop Org......961-4242
Friends of Clark Field …………....……………..310-6810
Gordon Square Arts District ………… 961-4242 ext. 239
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry .(LMM).............696-2715
Near West Theatre...........................................961-9750
Neighborhood Progress Inc..............................830-2770
North Coast District United Methodist Church. 441-4527
Ohio City Bicycle Co-op......................830-COOP (2667)
Ohio City Near West Development Corp..........781-3222
Old Brooklyn Community Development Corp...459-1000
Old South Side Community Coalition …….…. 621-2509
Roosevelt Post 58 Polish League/Amer. Vets..241-1788
Safe-16….........................................................631-7233
Southwest Area Citizens Council......................351-8260
Stockyard, Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn Centre 

Community Development Offi ce ...… 961-9073
Tremont West Development Corporation.........575-0920
West Side Ecumenical Ministry (WSEM)..........651-2037
West Tech Alumni Association.....................… 676-4020
Westown Community Development Corp.........941-9262
YWCA of Greater Cleveland.............................881-6878

EDUCATION
After School Prevention Resources (LMM)......651-6841
Broadway School of Music and the Arts...........641-0630
Catholic Diocese Education Offi ce...696-6525 ext. 2840
Center for Confl ict Resolution...........................432-4605
Cleveland Board of Education..........................574-8585
Cleveland Central Catholic High School...........441-4700
Cleveland Municipal School District.................574-8000
Cleveland Museum of Art.................................421-7350
Cleveland Music School Settlement.................421-5806
Cleveland State University (CSU).....................
         Offi ce of Minority Affairs/Com Relations..687-9394
Cleveland Teachers Union...............................861-7676
College Now Greater Cleveland .....................241-5587
Continuing Adult Education Program for Adults 
      with MR/DD..(Catholic Diocese).................334-2963
Cuyahoga County Board 
             of Developmental Disabilities. ............241-8230
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C).............987-4000
Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Educ Ctr.330-657-2796
Esperanza........................................................651-7178
Great Lakes Science Museum.........................694-2000 
Head Start (CEOGC)........................................696-9077
Junior Achievement..........................................861-8080
Joyful Noise………………..……………  ………952-4398
Leadership Programs ......................................687-5497
Max Hayes High School……………………….. 631-1528
Metro Catholic School.........………...................281-4044
Ministerial Head Start Association....................721-9000
Options for Families and Youth.........................267-7070
PACE Tumbling Program (St. Paul Church) ... 541-4280
Positive Education Program.............................361-4400
Project: LEARN................................................621-9483

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.................................781-7625
St. Augustine Child Enrichment Center ……..  939-7600
St. Augustine Learning Center..........................781-5530
St. Ignatius of Antioch School………......…….. 671-0535
St. Rocco School…………………………...……961-8557
            Year Round Day Care & Pre-School .. 961-9920
School Choice Ohio …………...…………. 800-673-5876
Seeds of Literacy..............................................661-7950
Starting Point....................................................575-0061
State Board of Career Colleges/Schools..614-466-2752
Tot-Line... (Bellfl ower Center)...........................431-8200
U.S. Dept of Ed Federal Student Aid .....1-800-433-3243
                                        ...............TTY: 1-800-730-8913
Urban Community School.................................939-8330
WSEM Early Head Start   …….………...…….. 961-2997
WSEM Head Start/Child Development.............631-1555
Western Reserve Association UCC..................749-3116
Western Reserve Historical Society ……….. 721-5722

EMPLOYMENT/TRAINING
AARP Foundation Senior Employment ............881-1155
City of Cleveland One Stop Career Centers.....664-4673
Cleveland Job Corps Center.............................795-8700
Community Re-Entry........................................696-2717
CEOGC’s Employment Training Program........651-5188
Cuyahoga Cty Employment & Family Ser .......987-7000
Employment Alliance........................................875-0460
Goodwill Industries of Greater Cleveland.........431-8300
Gr. Clev.Veterans Business Resource Council.361-4506
Hard Hatted Women ........................................861-6500
Job Line -- City of Cleveland............................664-2420
Junior League of Cleveland..............................231-6300
Renee Jones Empowerment Center.................651-9611
Towards Employment.......................................696-5750
Union Construction Industry Partnership- 
       Apprenticeship Skill Achievement Prog.… 432-7037
Urban League...................................................622-0999
Vocational Guidance Services..........................431-7800
WIRE-Net...................................................….. 588-1440

ETHNIC GROUPS
American Indian Education Center...................351-4488
Arab American Community Center for Economic 
     & Social Services (AACCESS-Ohio)...........252-2900
Associatión Hispania Evangelica
              de Lideres y Pastores (HELP)............961-2100
Club Alma Yaucana..........................................241-7641
El Barrio (WSEM)………………………..………651-2037
Friendship Foundation of Amer-Vietnamese....651-6748
Hispanic Alliance ………………………………. 661-4249
Hispanic Counseling Center.............................651-1860
Hispanic Business Assoc. ……….....................281-4422
Hispanic Offi ce of Catholic Charities Ser..........696-2089
Hispanic Senior Center.....................................631-3599
continued on page  4 



               PHOTO BY JOE NARKIN
Monday, February 14, 2011; Valentine’s Day Senior Party, West Side Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue: 
West Side Community House senior Rudy Purcell, Senior Program Director, Yvette Medina, and Executive 
Director, Dawn Kolograf, welcome Merrick House seniors (L to R) Julia Rodriguez, Carmen Rodriguez and 
Marcelina Rivera for a Valentine’s Day celebration.  Merrick House is encouraging its seniors to register 
with West Side Community House when their senior program closes on March 31.

“Organize around your strengths; 
this will make it easier to organize 
around conflict,” said Griffin. In 
order to be successful, community 
organizers should “make sure that 
all streets and areas are involved 

on regular meetings of block clubs 
and neighborhood organizations, 
Chupp recommends a more infor-
mal, “network-centered approach” 
to community organizing through 
which “relationships are the build-
ing blocks of good neighborhoods” 
and neighbors gather together as a 
social unit with the goal of “reweav-
ing the fabric of relationships in our 
neighborhoods.”

The network-centered approach 
to community organizing recom-
mended by Chupp involves “com-
munity circles” such as those being 
formed in Cleveland Heights. Under 
this model, neighborhood unity is 
enhanced through a series of three 
dinner gatherings of 10 to 12 neigh-
bors with the majority of participants 
unknown to each other. During these 
meetings, the focus should be on 
relationships, not problems.

Traditional neighborhood relation-
ships have changed rapidly over 
the past several decades due to 
increased diversity, increased mobil-
ity, a global economy, and advanced 
information technology, according 
to Chupp. 

The network-centered approach 
to community organizing adjusts 
to these social trends by creating a 
more organic way of neighborhood 
communication that it is effective by 
virtue of the fact that it is “opportunity 
and choice based, rather than based 
upon obligation,” said Chupp. The 
important thing to remember in the 
network-centered approach is that, 
“if it is not something that you would 
bring your family and friends to, it will 
not work,” he said. 

Safe-16 is a project of Cleveland 
City Councilperson Jay Westbrook, 
Cudell Improvement, Inc., and 
WIRE-Net.

and that you expand your outreach 
to go deeper than the usual sus-
pects; you want to engage people 
who have never been to a meeting 
before,” he said.

But effective community organiz-
ing should involve more than just 
work and effort to address problems. 
“Nobody wants to go to a meeting 
just to hear complaints and mouth 
rhetoric; celebrate sometimes,” 
advises Griffi n.

“Good citizens make a good 
democracy,” said Mark Chupp, a 
community organizing expert and 
a professor with the Mandel School 
of Applied Social Sciences at Case 
Western Reserve University. “The 
muscle of our democracy is failing; 
we are not doing what we should, so 
we rely on government to do more,” 
said Chupp, comparing the demo-
cratic process to a muscle that can 
atrophy due to lack of use.

In addition to traditional forms 
of organizing, which center on the 
address of specific problems or 
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Franklin/Clinton Block Club listens 
to plans for their neighborhood
by Chuck Hoven

At the February 24th Franklin/Clin-
ton Block Club meeting, residents 
listened to a full array of presenta-
tions on projects and plans for their 
neighborhood and the surrounding 
community.

Block Club leader Bill Merriman 
introduced the various speakers 
beginning with David Hovis a parent 
enthused about the new Intergen-
erational School, which plans to 
move to the neighborhood.

Intergenerational School
The Near West Intergenerational 

School will be led by the same 
woman, Kathy Whitehouse, who is 
the founder of a successful Intergen-
erational School on Fairhill Avenue 
in the University Circle neighbor-
hood, said Hovis. He said that the 
existing Intergenerational School 
has been operating for eleven years. 
There are 7 years of state test score 
records for the school and for 6 of 
those 7 years the school received 
an excellent rating, the other year 
it was rated effective. Hovis says 
this school has the best record of 
any charter school in the state. He 
noted the school has 16 children per 
teacher. Children spend three years 
with each teacher. Older children 
can help younger children. Children 
must master a lesson before mov-
ing on. Volunteers are recruited to 
help with one-on-one reading with 
students in each classroom.

Near West Intergenerational 
School is slated to open in August 
of this year serving students in Kin-
dergarten through Second Grade. 
The school hopes to recruit 96 stu-
dents before the start of the school 

year. As a charter school there is no 
tuition. Hovis says the Intergenera-
tional School is one of fi ve charter 
schools that will be partnering with 
the Cleveland Municipal School 
System in the next school year.

Hovis noted that the school’s 
founder Cathy Whitehead has a 
background in child psychology and 
education. He said her husband, 
Peter Whitehosue, is a geriatric neu-
rologist, hence the Intergenerational 
component of the school. Senior 
citizens are recruited as volunteers 
to help provide individual attention to 
students. Hovis says the school has 
recruited about a third of the student 
population, is looking at a number of 
sites in the immediate neighborhood 
and plans to be ready for the August 
2011 opening.

W. 38th Street Traffi c
The second presentation was 

from the block club’s 38th Street 
Traffic Safety Committee. The 
committee formed in response to a 
5-year-old girl being fatally struck by 
a car after running into the street by 
the Fairview Park playground.

The committee suggested a 
number of ways to improve safety, 
slow traffi c and reduce congestion 
on the street. Suggestions included 
creating a fence along the park side 
to inhibit children from running into 
the street, asking school buses to 
load and unload in the rear parking 
lot behind Kentucky school.

The committee said City of Cleve-
land Traffi c Engineer Bob Mavec 
suggested making a four way stop 
instead of the stop light at W. 38th 

continued on page 11
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HOUSING PROGRAMS/ RESOURCES
Cleveland Action to Support Housing...............621-7350
Cleveland Housing Network ............................574-7100
Cleveland Municipal Court Housing Division....664-4295
Cleveland Restoration Society..........................426-3106
Cleveland Tenants Organization.(CTO)............432-0609
Community Housing Solutions……….....……. 651-0077
Cuyahoga County Auditor’s Offi ce……....…… 443-7010
Cuyahoga Community Land Trust....................334-1620
CMHA Public Housing Applications..................361-3700
Dept. of Aging Senior Homeowner Assistance.664-2833
Department of Community Development .
              Housing Rehabilitation Programs...... 664-2045
              Housing Development Offi ce…….….664-2869
Eden Inc…………………………………..…….. 961-9690
Emergency Home Energy Assistance Prog.   .518-4014
Fair Housing Board (Cleveland)  ……………. 664-2018
Fair Housing Offi ce..(Cleveland)......................664-3291
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity...........429-1299
Foreclosure Prevention Program 
                  (NHS& NeighborWorks) ..  1-888-995-HOPE
Home Energy Assistance Prog(HEAP).... 800-282-0880
Housing Advocates
    Home Ownership Assist Prog........391-5444 ext.101
Housing Cleveland....................................877-428-8844
Housing Research & Advocacy Center….…… 361-9240
Live Cleveland ……………...............................781-5422
Lutheran Housing Corporation ........................651-0077
Midwest Housing Partnership...........................281-2646
Neighborhood Assistance Corp. of Amer .888-297-5568
Neighborhood Housing Services .......458-HOME (4663)
Northeast Ohio Apartment Association ........... 241-1635
Ohio Housing Finance Agency .................888-362-6432
ReStore (Habitat for Humanity)………429-1299 ext 238
Westside Housing Center …………..961-4242 ext. 268

LIBRARIES
Cleveland Public Library Main Branch..............623-2800
                 Homebound Service Department....623-2842
                                                TDD-TTY...........623-2916
CLEVENET Library Consortium

Brooklyn Branch.................................623-6920
               Carnegie West Branch......................623-6927
               Eastman Branch.................................623-695
               Fulton Branch....................................623-6969
               Jefferson Branch...............................623-7004
               Lorain................................................623-7011
               South.................................................623-7060
               Walz..................................................623-7095
CSU Library (Plain Press issues).....................687-2486
Cuyahoga County Public Library......................398-1800

MENTAL HEALTH AND HELP  LINES
AIDS Hotline..........................................1-800-590-2437
Alcohol, Drug Addiction Mental Health Ser......241-3400
              ……..................................…....TDD   241-3983
Beech Brook Assertive Community Treatment 831-2255
Bridgeway.........................................................281-2660
Children’s Aid Society.......................................521-6511
Community Care Network……………......…… 671-0977
Community Re-Entry........................................696-2717
Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance. 800-826-3632
Eden, Inc..........................................................961-4259
Emotions Anonymous East …………...… 440-331-6702
Family Preservation (Bridgeway).....................281-4700
Future Directions COS.....................................251-8265
GeroPsychiatry Services ......................1-800-810-7294
LINKS-Cleveland..............................................781-5530
Lutheran Family Service..................................281-2500
Men’s Action Network.......................................651-1302
Mental Health Serv - Crisis InterventionTeam..623-6888
Mental Health Services ...................................623-6555
MetroHealth Clinic............................................778-4428
Murtis H. Taylor Children Community
                             Behavioral Health Care  .... 281-7192
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill Gr. Cleve.875-7776
North Coast Behavioral Health Care  …...……787-0500
Ohio Department of Mental Health…… 1-877-275-6364
                                                   TTY….1-888-636-4889

PLAN of NE Ohio.............................................321-3611
Project One to One..........................................634-2007
Recovery Resources........................................431-4131
Spectrum of Supportive Services.....................939-2065
Warmline (24-hour Peer Support).............440-886-5950

MONEY MATTERS
Better Business Bureau Anytime Line..............241-7678
Business Advisors of Cleveland.......................426-2053
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv..800-MEDICARE
Cleveland Saves  …………………….. 651-SAVE (7283)
Cuyahoga County
       Child Care Assist for Working Families.....987-7346     
       Child Support Enforcement.......................263-4500
       Healthy Start.............................................987-7346
Do Not Call Registry…………………… 1-888-382-1222
Energy Star……………………………… 1-888-382-1222
Gr. Cleveland Access to Benefi ts Coalition.… 421-1350
Internal Revenue Service (IRS).............1-800-829-1040
Medicare Part B.....................................1-800-633-4227
Medicare Today………………………………… 671-7900
Migration and Refugee Services......281-7005 ext. 2119
Ohio Atty Gen Consumer Protection ......(800) 282-0515
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel.....................1-800-282-9448
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel/Utility hotline...877-742-5622
Ohio Rehabilitation Services.1-800-282-4536 voiceTTY
Ohio Victims of Crime Program............ 1-800-582-2877
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.......1-800-686-7826
Small Business Administration.........................522-4180
Social Security Administration...............1-800-772-1213
Unemployment Compensation (One Stop)..... 664-4673
Veterans Affairs  Dept...........................1-800-827-1000
Worker’s Compensation Information................357-5100

SENIORS
Benjamin Rose Institute...................................791-8000
Cleveland Department of Aging.......................664-2833
Cleveland State University Project 60..............687-2279
Cogswell Hall...................................................961-1568
Cuyahoga Com College Senior Adult Educ.....987-2274
Cuy County Dept of Senior & Adult Services ..420-6750
Cuyahoga County Homemakers Dept.............420-6816
Eliza Jennings Home.......................................226-0282
Fairhill Center……………………….....……….. 421-1350
Golden Buckeye Card............................1-800-422-1976
Greater Cleveland Volunteers …….................391-9500
Hispanic Senior Center....................................631-3599
James J. Woods Golden Age Center...............781-7236
Kirby Manor Apartments...................................521-5445
National Caucus & Center on Black Aged........721-9197
North Coast Seniors Connect……………….....623-2902
Ohio Dept of Aging Elder Rights Unit.......800-282-1206
Ohio Senior Health Insurance Info Prog .800-686-1578
Older Person Law Unit..(Legal Aid).................687-1900
Senior Citizen Resources  Inc. …………...….. 749-5367
West Rose Multipurpose Senior Ctr.................631-7717
West Side Senior Services and Nutrition Prog.252-3593
Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging.........621-8010

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT
Alcohol & Drug Addiction Services Board........348-4830
Alcoholics Anonymous ....................................241-7387
Al-Anon & Alateen............................................621-1381
Catholic Charities Services- Hispanic Center...631-3499
Community Action Against Addiction................881-0765
Covenant Adolescent Chemical Dependancy
               Treatment and Prevention Center..…574-9000
Cleveland Treatment Center - Project SAFE...991-7233
Drug Information Program (Cuy County) .......436-2000
Hispanic Urban Minority Alcohol and Drug Abuse  
Outreach Program (HUMADAOP)...................459-1222
Matt Talbot Inn..................................................781-0288
Miguel Prieto T.S. Casa ALMA.........................351-3833
Narcotics Abuse 24 Hour Helpline.........1-800-234-0420
Narcotics Anonymous......1-888-GET-HOPE (438-4673)
Nicotine Anonymous   ………………………..  932-9931
Recovery Resources.......................................431-4131
Salvation Army Alcohol Detox Unit...................781-2121
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        PHOTO BY JOHN CARTWRIGHT
Saturday, February 12, 2011; Near West Theatre Annual Benefi t, Street 
Beat, Trinity Cathedral, Downtown Cleveland: Street performer Abbie 
Skully depicts a murder scene.

To advertise in the Plain Press call Tom Sheehan 
at 216-621-3060 or email plainpressads@yahoo.com

the buildings involved and found 
some violations most of which have 
been rectifi ed.

Cimperman said offi cials of the 
Orthodox Church were called and 
eventually the Board of Trustees 
of the Little Brothers and Sisters of 
Divine Compassion was contacted. 
Board members include an Ortho-
dox priest, the Rev. Bob Begin of 
St. Colman Parish, Retired Lutheran 
Minister George Hrbek, Retired 
Housing Court Judge Bill Corrigan 
and Rev. Abbot John Henry.

According to the St. Herman’s 
website the Monastery was founded 
on September 27, 1977 by Father 
Abbot Gregory Renolds and Ab-
bess Mother Mary Blossom. Rev. 
Hrbek explained that Fr. Gregory 
admired the mission of the Catholic 
Workers and wanted to start an 
Orthodox Worker Movement. He 
started St. Herman’s Monastery 
and House of Hospitality to provide 
a religious retreat to serve the poor, 
the homeless, and those struggling 
with issues such as alcoholism and 
drug abuse.

Rev. Hrbek says those living at 
the Monastery embrace a life that 
includes orthodox religious services 
four times a day – 5 a.m, 11 a.m., 
4:30 p.m. and 7: 30 p.m. He noted 
that many long time residents that 
came to the monastery to get off the 
street have found a spiritual home 
in the monastery and continue to 
embrace and be part of this daily 
religious practice.

With the help of long time resi-
dents and volunteers, Hrbek says 
St. Herman’s Monastery continued 
to operate without missing a beat.  
Hrbek marveled at the accomplish-
ment. He said St. Herman’s feeds 
about 100 people a day, provides 

showers for 20 people a day in the 
winter and more than twice that in 
the summer and provides food bas-
kets for 40 families at the end of the 
month. All this is accomplished with 
no paid staff and no public or foun-
dation funding. Hrbek says St. Her-
man even pays property tax, even 
though they are legally exempt.

St. Herman’s Monastery is aided 
by “an unbelievable community of 
supporters”, said Hrbek. He singled 
out Rick Howard, a volunteer from 
Brunswick, “ who has stepped in to 
take leadership to assure the ser-
vices continue.” 

Hrbek said plans call for Ron 
Register of Lutheran Metropolitan 
Ministry (LMM) to step in as site 
manager. Register has worked at 
LMM’s 2100 Lakeside shelter for the 
past 3 years. 

Register said as the new manager 
of St. Herman’s he is committed to 
maintaining services at the site. He 
said he would be working closely 
with Rev. Doug Horner of nearby 
St. Paul’s Community Church, a 
partner with St. Herman’s in the 
neighborhood ministry. He hopes 
to be able to tap a database of over 
10,000 volunteers registered with 
St. Herman’s.

One initial focus involves cleaning 
out the upstairs of the monastery 
and the three row houses across the 
street. Register said the row houses 
were fi lled from fl oor to ceiling with 
things collected by Father John 
Henry, with just small spaces carved 
out for people to sleep. Hrbek said 
volunteers led by neighbor Dwaine 
Drotar were relaying items down the 
stairs of the monastery, sorting out 
usable items and placing debris in 
the dumpsters. Hrbek urged those 
wishing to get exercise to volunteer 
to help with the cleanup. He noted 
that the monastery offered a free 
lunch of very healthy food for vol-
unteers.

Other tasks involve fi nding titles 
to vehicles that need to be cleared 
from the properties. In addition to 
helping with the cleanup, Howard, 
who has tended the garden next 
to the monastery, promised to con-
tinue working on the monastery’s 
outstanding garden.

Hrbek said Fr. Vladimir Ivanov, 
who has worked with Rev. John 
Henry at St. Herman’s for many 
years, is in the hospital suffering 
from pneumonia and other ailments. 
While Father Vladimir hopes to re-
turn to the monastery, it will probably 
be on a limited basis, says Hrbek.

Hrbek shared some of the his-
tory of Father John Henry. He said 
John Henry had a conversion while 
serving in the military and became a 
conscientious objector. He came to 
St. Herman’s and joined the monas-
tery at age 28. Hrbek says after 30 
years of service at St. Herman’s he 
believes John Henry is burned out. 
Hrbek said many of the guns that 
John Henry owned were inherited 
from his father, who recently passed 

away. John Henry came from a 
well to do family that once owned a 
dairy at Woodbine and Fulton. Rev. 
John Henry’s father was a career 
military offi cer who had a consider-
able gun collection. Hrbek said the 
guns belonged to Rev. John Henry 
and those he purchased, were pur-
chased with his own funds.

Hrbek explained that hoarding 
is a compulsive behavior. He said 
evidence of hoarding behavior 
was found with many other items 
packed into the upper fl oors of the 
monastery and the row houses. He 
said the farm in Trumbull County had 
28 tractors.

Hrbek said that in consulting with 
a lawyer, the Little Brothers and 
Sisters of Divine Compassion’s 
Board of Trustees learned that they 
were responsible for the Monastery 
and its operation. He said they de-
termined Rev. John Henry needs to 
be separated from his ministry and 
that St. Herman’s would also benefi t 
from relieving him of the respon-
sibility of running the monastery. 
Hrbek said the orthodox priest on 
the Board of Trustees is working 
with the Orthodox Church to fi nd an 
environment, probably in New York 
State, that will be helpful to Abbot 
John Henry.

Hrbek says the Board has taken 
offi cial action to remove Fr. John 
Henry from the responsibility of 
running the monastery. The Board 
of Trustees of the Little Brothers 
and Sisters of Divine Compassion 
plans to expand its membership to 
help improve access to the Board.  
The Board of Trustees plans to meet 
with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
and determine what role the local 
Orthodox Church want to play in the 
future of the monastery.

A local resident said, “There is 
a very active group of supporters 
of St. Herman’s in the immediate 
neighborhood.” He noted that many 
residents that came to the neighbor-
hood as part of the Catholic Worker 
movement were happy to see the 
services St. Herman’s was providing 
in the neighborhood.

Councilman Cimperman offered 
a story indicating the loyalty St. 
Herman’s has earned over the 
years. A general contractor, of a 
large construction project on the 
East Side of Cleveland, approached 
Cimperman offering his assistance 
to St. Herman’s.  Cimperman said 
the construction manager told him 
that 10 years ago when the manager 
was dead drunk and no other shelter 
would help him, St. Herman’s took 
him in and helped him get back on 
his feet again.

Bill Merriman urged neighborhood 
residents to build a better relation-
ship with St. Herman’s Monastery 
and a greater understanding of its 
mission. He hoped neighborhood 
residents could build relationships 
with St. Herman’s residents and vol-
unteers that will develop into closer 
friendships over the years.

VOLUNTEERS RALLY TO HELP ST. HERMAN’S MONASTERY

continued from page one

“There is a very 
active group of 
supporters of 
St. Herman’s in 
the immediate 
neighborhood.”
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS/
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Furni-
ture, clothing, baby needs & more. 
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m. -
Noon. Best prices in town! St. Paul’s 
Community Church a W. 45th and 
Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Rental 
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

SLEEPING ROOMS FOR RENT: 
Kitchen privileges and cable. W. 
86th/Clark area, W. 89th and De-
troit area. (216) 281-4639. (216) 
456-1346.
3308 ARCHWOOD AVENUE: Beau-
tiful, quiet, tree-lined street. One 
bedroom apartment. Appliances, 
heat, and hot water included. Private 
parking. $450. Call 216-491-4881.

FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE

APARTMENT BUILDING FOR 
SALE: 3308 Archwood, off W. 25th. 
Brick building. 18 one bedroom 
suites. Well maintained. Beautiful 
tree lined street. $195,000. (216) 
491-4881.
Archwood/Denison Area:  Re-
modeled 3/4 BR single on quiet 
street. Large kitchen, dining room 
leads to patio with beautiful deck & 
landscaped yard. OWNER/AGENT 
CAN HELP WITH DOWN PAMENT 
AND/OR CLOSING COSTS.  Other 
houses also available. Art 216-570-
2742
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          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, January 27, 2011; Tremont West Development Corporation (TWDC) Annual Membership Meet-
ing, OLA St. Joseph Center, 2346 W. 14th Street: TWDC Executive Director Chris Garland presents Sandy 
Smith the Ward 14 Neighbor of the Year Award. Smith is an active member of the Tremont Gardeners – a 
group involved with beautifi cation of the neighborhood. Smith is a former member of the TWDC Board of 
Directors and she also served as co-chair of the TWDC Long Range Planning Committee.

Tremont West Development Corp 
holds annual membership meeting
by Chuck Hoven

Tremont West Development 
Corporation (TWDC) celebrated its 
annual meeting on January 27th 
with the election of seven new board 
members, the re-election of board 
president Chris Alvarado, award 
presentations and speeches. 

For the second year in a row, a 
proposal to substantially change the 
by-laws of TWDC failed to achieve 
the required number of votes for 
passage. The proposal put forth by 
the TWDC Bylaws Committee re-
ceived 94 yes votes and 19 no votes. 
The proposal would have needed 
at least 102 votes to change the 
bylaws. A number of members cam-
paigned against the by-law changes. 
Members Claude Lawrence Cornett 
Jr., Ronnie Baker, Jerleen Justus 
and Robert Pinkerton passed out a 
fl ier with a list of reasons not to vote 
for the changes in the bylaws. David 
Gamble spoke passionately from the 
fl oor urging members to vote against 
the proposed changes, which he 
said would limit the power of the 
membership and give too much 
power to the Board of Directors.

Another set of amendments to the 
bylaws proposed by member Guy 
Templeton Black failed with 113 no 
votes and 19 yes votes.

Elected to two year terms on the 
TWDC Board of Directors were: 
Brook Deines, Susan Coy, Patrick 
Kabat, Jesse Grant, Jeff Eizember, 
Herb Crowther and Yvonne Bruce.

The TWDC Economic Develop-
ment Committee reported a number 
of development successes in 2010 
including successful negotiations 
with the Cleveland Municipal School 
District for lease of the Tremont 
Montessori school parking lot to 
help alleviate parking problems in 
Tremont. The committee reported it 
expected contracts to be signed by 
the end of January and parking to 
be available in February.

The TWDC Safety Committee re-
ported that Bob Shores would serve 
as Safety Coordinator for both Ohio 
City Near West and TWDC. The 
committee also highlighted the ef-
forts of Safety Committee Co-Chair 
Henry Senyak to report street light 
outages to Cleveland Public Power 
(CPP). Senyak noted that nearly 
400 outages or malfunctioning lights 
were reported in the Tremont com-
munity with 318 of those satisfacto-
rily repaired or replaced by CPP.

TWDC Executive Director praised 
the membership for their efforts to 
keep Tremont Montessori School 
open and recruit new students. He 
noted the school is now one of only 

four schools in the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District to achieve 
an excellent rating for the progress 
it made this past year.

TWDC Treasurer Lynn Murray 
reported that considering the reces-
sion, TWDC fared well in 2010. Her 
report indicated a dip in total net 
assets in 2010 to $1,461,667 from 
the 2009 fi gure of $1,627,845.

A number of awards were distrib-
uted honoring service to the neigh-
borhood. The Tremont Trek Home 
Tour was named Partner of the year.  
Mattie Matusik of Friends of Clark 
Field and Tremont Resident Service 
Corp was named Ward 3 Neighbor 
of the Year. Sandy Smith of Trem-
ont Gardeners was named Ward 
14 Neighbor of the Year.   Kristen 
Trolio, who coordinates the farmer’s 
markets and other activities, was 
honored as the TWDC staff person 
of the year.

Deane Malaker received the Gail 
Long Community Service Award 
for his volunteer efforts. Malaker’s 
involvement includes participation in 
the Tremont Court Watch, North of 
Literary Block Club, Safety Commit-
tee, Nominating Committee, the By-
laws Committee and volunteering at 
a number of TWDC events.

and Franklin to prevent cars from 
gunning to beat the light. Committee 
members suggested also reducing 
the speed limit on Franklin from 35 
to 25 miles per hour, and limiting 
parallel parking to the West Side 
of W. 38th Street so school children 
won’t have to cross the street. Other 
ideas presented included placing 
rumble strips on the crosswalk 
and fl ashers in front of the school, 
reducing parking on the east side of 
the street by the garden. It was sug-
gested that Friends of Fairview Park 
could apply for a grant, or appeal to 
the City of Cleveland, which owns 
Fairview Park, for funds for the fenc-
ing.  The committee said the next 
step is to present the ideas to the 
City of Cleveland Traffi c Engineer 
Bob Mavec.

W. 25th & Church 
Developer Rick Foran was next on 
the agenda. Foran made a presen-
tation on his plans to rehab an old 
brewery on W. 25th and Church and 
the former CMHA complex on the 
South Side of Church between W. 
25th and W. 28th Streets. He said 

the project still in its early stages 
of getting approval from the local 
design review committee and the 
City of Cleveland Landmarks Com-
mission hopes to make use of a 
federal Housing and Urban Devel-
opment program (221 D4) designed 
to create market rate housing in 
neighborhoods with low income 
populations.

Foran says the old Bear Brewery 
on W. 25th will be restored with 
commercial space on the fi rst fl oor 
and market rate apartments above. 
A middle building between the two 
historic buildings will be torn down 
to create a courtyard.

On Church Avenue, the former 
CMHA building will be fi tted with 
new windows and infi ll the fl oors with 
market rate apartments. Foran says 
in all 64 apartments are planned, 
57 indoor parking spaces and 70 
outdoor parking places. The charter 
school at the West end of the prop-
erty will remain, but their playground 
will become a parking lot. Foran 
says the school plans to expand 
the indoor gym as a play area and 
possibly purchase a lot across the 
street for an outdoor play area.

Vine Court Garden
A resident from the Vine Court 

area made a presentation on a 
new sign and sculpture planned 
for the alleyway with the help of a 
Neighborhood Connections grant. 
Lorain Avenue artist John Ranally 
has been commissioned to create 
the sculpture. The artist will also 
etch the name of the garden on a 
Stainless steel sign to be placed on 
the garden. Residents hope to cre-
ate a certifi ed wildlife habitat in the 
garden with native plants, berries, 
nesting areas and food for migrat-
ing birds. 

Housing Trust Fund
Ohio City Near West staff mem-

bers presented an idea to help rehab 
large vacant homes along Franklin 
Avenue where the cost of rehab-
bing the historic home may exceed 
the value of the home. They said 
they are applying for funds from the 
Housing Trust Fund to provide gap 
fi nancing to help make up the dif-
ference in fi nancing in cases where 
rehabbing the historic homes is cost 
prohibitive. Staff members indicated 
that many of the homes are too large 
to be used as single family struc-
tures so they hope to use part of 
the funds to help plan for alternative 
uses. They urged residents to help 
recommend vacant structure in and 

around a small section of Franklin 
for the project.

Community Organizing 
Ohio City staff member Christina 

Keegan presented the group with 
a list of neighborhood meetings 
she compiled. The list included an 
application for membership in Ohio 
City Near West. Among the meet-
ing notices was a notice for a newly 
formed Vacant Housing Task Force 
which she said will help plan what to 
do about vacant houses throughout 
the neighborhood. Keegan planned 
to use volunteers to pass out the 
meeting notice packet throughout 
the neighborhood.

Safety
OCNW Safety Coordinator Bob 

Shores shared a list of recent crime 
reports with residents. He urged 
residents to record serial numbers 
of their valuables to aid in their 
recovery when stolen. He noted a 
number of car break-ins with thieves 
searching for valuables and even 
loose change on the console. 

St. Herman’s Monastery
The meeting concluded with a dis-

cussion of efforts by area volunteers 
to assist with the transition to new 
leadership at St. Herman’s monas-
tery. (See related article).

FRANKLIN/CLINTON BLOCK CLUB

continued from page 8




