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Monday, July 30, 2012; Scranton Road Peninsula Groundbreak-
ing Ceremony, 1871 Scranton Road: Tim Donovan, Executive 
Director of Ohio Canal Corridor greets guests at the ground-
breaking ceremony for a 2/3rd mile stretch of the Ohio and Erie 
Canal Towpath Trail which will include restoration of 2,800 feet 
of natural shoreline on the Cuyahoga River.

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 4, 2012; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for outdoor renovations 
at Zone Recreation Center, W. 65th and Lorain Avenue: Emma Romero, age 3, 
is among the fi rst to try the new outdoor swing set. Her sister, Isabella Lopez, 
age 7, gives her a push.

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 4, 2012; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for outdoor renovations 
at Zone Recreation Center, W. 65th and Lorain Avenue: Two teams from the 
Ohio City T-Ball League, Champion Fire and Lutheran Hospital, play the fi rst 
game on the new T-Ball fi eld at Zone Recreation Center. Katherine Coyne, age 
6, of the Champion Fire team, sizes up her competition, Dariel Murdock, age 
3, of the Lutheran Hospital team, as he takes fi rst base. 

          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 4, 2012; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for outdoor renovations at Zone Recreation Center, W. 65th and 
Lorain Avenue: Children in attendance at the ribbon cutting ceremony assist Ward 15 Councilman Matt Zone with 
the ribbon cutting.

Community celebrates completion of Zone 
Recreation Center’s outdoor renovations
by Chuck Hoven
 On August 4th, 2012, a planning 
process that began a decade ago 
came to fruition with a ribbon cut-
ting for the $3 million dollar outdoor 
renovations on the 22 acres of the 
Michael J. Zone Recreation Center 
grounds. The newly renovated 
outdoor grounds of the recreation 

center include two baseball fields 
(one for adults and one for little 
league and T-Ball), 2 soccer fields, 
tennis courts, a handball court, a 
splash park, two dog parks, a skate 
park, playground, water spray park, 
plaza area with a stage and pavil-
ion and nature trails which include 
a 3/4 mile loop around the park 

that includes fitness stations. The 
basketball courts have been refur-
bished. Three hundred new trees 
have been planted. The grounds 
now include benches and tables with 
checkerboards.
 In announcing the completion of 
the renovations, Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Orga-
nization (DSCDO), which worked 
with the community to create an 
EcoVillage in the area surrounding 
Zone Recreation Center, praised the 
community’s hard work in creating 
the EcoVillage and said “the com-
munity was a major player in the 
conception, design and implemen-
tation of the project.” In describing 
the project, DSCDO said “This site 
is even more than an active recre-
ation park; it is a demonstration site 
for environmental stewardship. The 
renovations are a national model 
for ecological urban green space 
integrated with traditional recreation 
enhanced by on site treatment of 
storm water, permaculture, and 
native vegetation, areas of natural 
habitat restoration, wetlands and 
trails to RTA’s Rapid Station.”
 At a ribbon cutting ceremony held 
on the stage in the outdoor plaza, 
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson 
called the renovations “an invest-
ment into the city and its quality of 
life.” He said the renovations would 
bring recreation to the city in a 
sustainable way help to make a 
Cleveland neighborhood, a neigh-
borhood of choice. Jackson said 
when creating a project like this, “it 
helps when you have a great coun-
cilman. Councilman Matt Zone and 
his family have been working on this 
for years,” said Jackson.
 Councilman Zone noted that the 
planning process for the outdoor 
renovations began in the fall of 2002 

as part of the EcoVillage planning 
process. He noted David Beach and 
EcoVillage Project Director Mandy 
Metcalf for their involvement in the 
3 1/2 year planning process that 
Zone said included four community 
meetings and hundreds of com-

ments. Zone said with input from the 
community, Architect Jim McKnight 
completed a plan for the site in May 
of 2005.
 Despite all the planning efforts, 
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    About 250 people gathered in a 
Scranton Peninsula field at 1871 
Scranton on July 30th for a ground-
breaking ceremony for a 2/3 mile 
stretch of the Ohio Canal Corridor 
trail and a Cuyahoga River Habitat 
Restoration project. Many of those in 
attendance brought their own shov-
els to participate in the ceremony. 
Many others sent virtual pictures of 
themselves with shovels that were 
posted at the event.
 The Ohio and Erie Canal Tow-
path Trail currently stretches from 
Zoar Ohio in Tuscarawas County, 
through Stark and Summit County 
up to Harvard Road in Cleveland, 
just east of the Harvard Denison 
Bridge. Another small segment was 
recently completed at Steelyard 
Commons.  The new 2/3rds mile 

Scranton Peninsula stretch of the 
trail will eventually connect to other 
segments of the trail and to the 
trailhead at Canal Basin Park. 
 Ohio Canal Corridor partnered 
with the City of Cleveland, Cleve-
land Metroparks, Cuyahoga County, 
Cuyahoga RAP, the Northeast Ohio 
Regional Sewer District, the Ohio 
EPA and the Trust for Public Land 
on the project. Over $7 million in 
public dollars were raised for the 
project including: $3.175 million from 
the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund; 
$3 million from the Great lakes Res-
toration Initiative Fund; $500,000 
from the State of Ohio Cultural Arts 
Facilities; $425,000 from a Clean 
Ohio Trail Grant; and $134,000 from 

Ohio Canal Corridor supporters 
break ground for new towpath trail 
section on Scranton  Rd Peninsula

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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               PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Thursday, August 9, 2012; Community Open House for Neighborhood Family 
Practice’s newest site at W. 65th and Franklin.
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AFTER SCHOOL
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS at 
the Salvation Army Ohio City Learn-
ing Zone. Monday thru Friday 2-8 
p.m. Grades K-8: Tutoring in read-
ing, math and language arts, home-
work assistance, recreational activi-
ties, computer lab, arts & drama and 
community service. For additional 
information please contact the Sal-
vation Army Ohio City at 631-1515 
ext. 15 or ext 20. Salvation Army 
Ohio City is a licensed childcare 
center and accepts Ohio Electronic 
Child Care swipe cards.

ARTISTIC OPPORTUNITIES
OHIO ARTS COUNCIL deadline 
for applying for its Individual Excel-
lence Awards program is Tues, Sep. 
4 for creative artists in a variety of 
disciplines who are Ohio residents. 
For info, contact Kathy Signorino at 
kathy.signorino@oac.state.oh.us or 
call 614-728-6140. 
MOSCOW BALLET and En Pointe 
Danse are auditioning young dance 
students, age 7-16, who have one 
year of ballet training, for children’s 
roles in Moscow Ballet’s Great 
Russian Nutcracker to be held at 

Masonic Auditorium in Cleveland. 
Auditions will be held Fri., Sep. 14 at 
6 pm at 516 E. Washington St., Cha-
grin Falls. Register online at www.
nutcracker.com/auditions or call Gail 
Friedberg at 440-247-5747.

EVENTS
FRIENDS OF CLARK FIELD 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY and  Movie in the 
Park will feature Journey 2; The 
Mysterious Island on Fri, Aug. 31. 
Celebration begins at 5:15 pm, 
movie is shown at dusk (approx. 
8:15).
GREAT LAKE ERIE BOAT FLOAT 
will be held on Sat., Sep. 8 at Lower 
Edgewater State Park Beach, 6700 
Memorial Shoreway,  at 10 am. All 
boats must be made from post-con-
sumer recyclable materials. Compe-
tition is in adult and Li’l Sailors (up to 
12 yrs old) categories. All Li’l Sailors 
boats will be displayed on the beach 
before the event. Registration dead-
line is Sun., Sep. 1. Participants and 
those cheering them on are invited 
to bring along a garbage bag for a 
beach cleanup afterward. For info or 
registration, visit www.lakeerieboat-

ZONE RECREATIONZONE RECREATION

Councilman Zone said the plan was 
in jeopardy in 2006. Bureaucrats 
in the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department were balking at imple-
menting the design, complaining the 
many varied surfaces would be too 
hard to maintain. Councilman Zone 
said he met with Mayor Jackson to 
explain the plan to him. After hearing 
about the plan and the vast amount 
of community input that went into 
creating the plan, Zone said Mayor 
Jackson told me “Councilman, we 
are doing this project.”
 Zone said that in 2007, Mayor 
Jackson began the process of al-
locating $2.5 million from the Parks 
and Recreation Department’s capital 
budget for the project. Councilman 
Zone had already accumulated a 
half million in Parks and Recreation 
Capital funds for the project during 
years when the Parks and Recre-
ation Department used to allocate a 
portion of the capital funds to each 
council ward.
 Zone noted that in July of 2011, 
with a budget securely in place, the 
$3 million dollar construction project 
began, and now a decade after the 
planning process began, the project 
is complete. Zone then introduced 
Dr. Wendy Kellogg, a professor of 
Urban Planning and Environmental 
Studies at Cleveland State Universi-
ty whose research involves methods 
of combating urban sprawl. Kellogg 
says a conversation with David 
Beach of EcoCity Cleveland  (now 
the GreenCityBlueLake Institute) 
led to a feasibility study to create 
an EcoVillage in Cleveland. Kellogg 
says the strongest proposal came 
from the Detroit Shoreway Commu-
nity Development Organization and 
resulted in the partnership between 
DSCDO and the EcoVillage.
 Councilman Zone shared a little 
history of the site. In the late 1960’s 
the land that Zone Recreation now 
sits on was set aside for a highway 
tie-in for a proposed State Route 3 
-- connecting other area highways 
to I-90. Matt Zone, said his father, 
then Councilman Michael Zone, 
joined with neighborhood activists 

such as May Dugan, Helen Smith 
and Connie Smiddie to oppose the 
proposed highway. Zone says his 
father, who served in Cleveland City 
Council from 1960 -1974, was able 
to lobby the State legislature to kill 
the legislation for the highway. Matt 
Zone says his father then became 
an advocate for building a quality 
west side recreation center on the 
site. In the late 1970s when the 
recreation center was built, Mayor 
George Voinovich, named the center 
Michael Zone Recreation Center, in 
honor of the long time councilman 
and advocate for the site.
 David Beach of the GreenCity-
BlueLake Institute said, “Cities rise 
and fall based on millions of deci-
sions.” Beach said the decision to 
build an EcoVillage in the Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood was “a 
decision based on hope.” He noted 
that the EcoVillage was a national 
model and building neighborhoods 
like this that are bike-able and walk-
able with green spaces like the new 
grounds of Zone recreation where 
children can connect to nature will 
bring hope to the whole planet.
 Councilman Zone pointed out 
some of the features of the grounds 
of the recreations center. He noted 
the Sustainability Community initia-
tive of the City of Cleveland. He 
said the permeable pavers, bio 
swells and garden areas built into 
the grounds of the recreation cen-
ter would retain water in the water 
table under the grounds and keep 
thousands of gallons from entering 
the sewer system. Zone pointed out 
the state of the art playground facility 
with a soft surface that the kids won’t 
get hurt on. Zone said the recre-
ation center now has three different 
parking areas with a net increase in 
parking spaces. He said that, when 
all is complete, the recreation center 
wouldl have recycling bins and trash 
receptacles. He said that the City 
of Cleveland sets aside 1.5% of the 
cost of each construction project for 
public art and that residents can look 
forward to the creation of sculptures 
for the site.
 City of Cleveland Parks and Rec-
reation Department Director Michael 
Cox talked about the amenities and 

design of this park that, Cox said, 
“are unmatched all over the state of 
Ohio.” 
 Executive Director Jeff Ramsey 
of the Detroit Shoreway Commu-
nity Development Organization, 
Executive Director Eric Wobser of 
Ohio City Inc and Program Director 
Megan Meister of the Stockyard, 
Clark-Fulton and Brooklyn Center 
Community Development Office 
came to the stage and reached 
out to the crowd about how their 
ongoing support would be needed 
to maintain grounds at Zone Rec-
reation Center. Ramsey noted the 
ongoing support of community 
members. He said, “Whenever we 
ask for help. You always say yes.” 
 A number of individuals and or-
ganizations were brought forward 
to honor for their contributions to 
the project and to Zone Recreation 
Center including all of the staff 
that have served at the Recreation 
Center over the past 30 years. Matt 
Zone recognized members of his 
family present for the ceremonies. 
The architect, the general contractor 
and LAND Studios were all singled 
out for their contributions to the 
project.
 In the conclusion, Councilman 
Zone joined with a group of young 
people to cut the ribbon. Once the 
ribbon was cut, the water spray park 
was turned on and children flocked 
to enjoy the refreshing water, others 
went to climb on the playground 
equipment, or swing on the swings. 
Adrian Maldonado organized a bas-
ketball tournament; a skateboard 
demonstration was also planned 
for the festivities. Two teams from 
the Ohio City T-Ball league were 
present to play the first game on 
the Little League and T-Ball field. A 
couple of tennis players were trying 
out the new courts. Out front the 
Gordon Square Farmers Market 
offered produce and beverages to 
those in attendance. In front of the 
outdoor pavilion, two instructors be-
gan leading a Zumba group. A short 
time after the ribbon cutting, people 
were asked to bring their dogs for 
the opening of the dog parks at the 
far eastern part of the grounds off 
West 53rd Street.
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Parents who have worried about 
the distance their children have 
to walk to catch transportation to 
school will be happy with the bus 
routing system the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District has in place 
for the 2012-13 school year.

Under the new routing plan, chil-
dren who attend elementary schools 
will have no walks longer than a 

mile. For high school students, their 
walks to school will be no longer 
than a mile and a half. 

When he was hired last summer 
to lead the District, CEO Eric Gordon 
had vowed to improve transporta-
tion. The plan Gordon unveiled at a 
school board meeting before the end 
of the last school year achieves that 
objective. The plan will also improve 

attendance, reduce tardiness and 
save the school system more than 
$500,000. 

As part of the routing plan, the 
District will stagger start times, and 
use circulator and shuttle buses to 
get students to school on time. 

For more information about trans-
portation, call 216.441.8232. For 
information about RTA routes and 
schedules, call 216.566.5100.

New bus plan to shorten children’s walks to school this fall
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                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, August 5, 2012; Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center�s Puerto Rican 
Parade, E. 9th Street, Downtown Cleveland: A stilt walker from the group Los 
Hijos de la Tradición parades down the street. The group, trained by Gil Cody, 
was composed largely of students from John Marshall High School.

Student dress code will remain in place
The strict student uniform and 

dress code the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District put in place 
in August 2007 remains policy for 
the 2012-13 academic year. 

The dress code was designed to 
eliminate what some perceived as a 
barrier to student learning.  

Taking a conservative approach to 
school-appropriate attire, the dress 
code bans hooded clothing, sag-
ging pants, blue jeans, long, white 
T-shirts, shirts with logos or slogans 
and headgear.

At the time the K-12 policy was 
adopted, one of the rallying cries 
for it was: “Focus on books, not 
looks.” 

The policy takes the emphasis 
off high-fashion name brands and 
faddish attire.

Under the policy, boys can only 
wear solid-color blue or white shirts. 
Their shirts must be dress, polo, 

turtlenecks or Oxford. Pants must 
be black, navy, dark blue, tan or 
khaki. 

Girls must wear blouses with 
collars, polo shirts, turtlenecks or 
Oxford shirts in solid blue or white. 

No jeans or sweat suits are al-
lowed for boys or girls.  

Clothing vouchers are available to 
families whose incomes fall below 
federal poverty guidelines. To cut 
costs, the District has developed 
partnerships with various retailers 
around Greater Cleveland, includ-
ing the Silverman’s Department 
Stores. 

For more information about the 
District’s dress code, call 216-436-
5369.
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Cleveland leaders need to explore other 
options to secure funds for the schools
by Chuck Hoven
 The City of Cleveland and the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District are making an all out effort 
to pass a 15-mill school levy this No-
vember. This represents a 50% in-
crease in the amount of property tax 
residents would pay for the schools. 
The district hopes to raise $77 
million of which $50 million would 
cover a projected deficit and the 
remaining amount would be used 
for funding a transformation plan. An 
additional $5.5 million (1 mill of the 
15 mill levy) would be designated to 
charter schools aligned with the dis-
trict. If the levy passes, the average 
Cleveland homeowner, with a home 
worth about $64,000, would pay an 
additional $294 per year in property 
taxes roughly a 50% increase in the 
amount of the tax for schools.

COMMENTARY
 Cleveland residents have to be 
wondering why in a city blessed 
with so much property wealth would 
each individual homeowner be 
asked to pay so much? Why are 
Cleveland residents being asked to 
bear 15-mill tax increase? In a July 
18th Cleveland Plain Dealer article, 
titled Cleveland Schools seek big 
tax increase in November to carry 
out transformation plans, the ar-
ticle notes that no other district in 
Northeast Ohio has passed a levy 
with as much millage since the Ohio 
School Board association began 
tracking levy results in 2003.   The 
article further notes that to gain a 
comparable amount of funding per 
pupil, the Beachwood school system 
would only have to pass a 3.1 mill 
levy and the Mayfield school system 
would require only a 4.3 mill tax. 
Granted, Cleveland’s modest homes 
are not, for the most part, valued 
as high as those in most suburbs, 
but this doesn’t’ explain all of the 
disparity. The big reason for much 
of the disparity is that the City of 
Cleveland has a disproportionate 
share of tax exempt, tax abated, and 
tax delinquent properties.

Tax exempt
 A 2004 study by Policy Mat-
ters Ohio commissioned by then 
Cuyahoga County Treasurer Jim 
Rokakis showed that 36% of the real 
property in the City of Cleveland was 
either tax exempt or tax abated in tax 
year 2003. That year, the Policy Mat-
ters study indicates  all of Cuyahoga 
County, which includes the City of 
Cleveland, had 15.6% of its real 
property value receiving property 
tax exemptions or abatements.

 Many of the tax-exempt properties 
in the City of Cleveland serve the en-
tire county. However, the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District takes 
the hit for the lack of property tax 
revenue from these properties with 
no effort by Cleveland’s leaders to 
recoup some of the lost revenue 
from County taxpayers. Think about 
the large stadiums downtown for the 
sports teams—all tax exempt. The 
government buildings downtown, 
which include county, state and 
federal office buildings that serve 
a population larger than the City of 
Cleveland—all tax exempt.
 Cleveland’s Museums in Uni-
versity Circle and downtown, and 
the Rock-N-Roll Hall of Fame—all 
regional draws—all tax exempt. 
The Veteran’s Hospital, Cleveland 
Clinic, University Hospitals and 
MetroHealth Medical Center—the 
bulk of those large facilities—tax 
exempt.
 Cleveland also carries a dispro-
portional share of the region’s public 
housing—again tax exempt.

Tax Abatement
 Cleveland has also had a policy 
of abating new and substantially 
rehabbed housing from property 
taxes for periods ranging from 10-15 
years.
 In an October 3, 2004 Plain 
Dealer article, Tax burden should be 
shared, Clevelanders tell schools, 
indicated that citywide the City of 
Cleveland residential and non resi-
dential tax abated properties had a 
market value of $1.2 billion. The 
article indicates the schools’ portion 
of the abated taxes amounted to 
$17.4 million dollars per year. 
 The City of Cleveland gains 
revenue from payroll taxes from 
the new homeowners moving into 
abated properties and believes the 
abatements help to maintain the 
housing stock. But, perhaps to alle-
viate the burden on the schools, the 
City could share half of the payroll 
tax from these homeowners with the 
school district until the abatement is 
finished. This would only be fair. 

Tax delinquency
 Another way Cleveland differs 
from many suburbs is the low col-
lection rate for property tax. A rate 
that is declining due to the economic 
conditions of Cleveland residents 
who can’t pay their taxes or are 
forced to abandon their property. 

In 1999, the school district reported 
a property tax collection rate of 
91.6%. In the Cleveland Municipal 
School District’s 2009-2010 Budget 
forecast, the district stated, “Current 
year property taxes are estimated by 
the County Auditor ‘s Office based 
on a Collection Rate of 84.28%.” 
This means that nearly 16% of the 
property taxes are delinquent in 
Cleveland.
 When the Cleveland Municipal 
School District did its Five Year 
Financial Forecast in October of 
2004, it reported actual general 
property tax revenue at $151 mil-
lion. This represented a decline from 
$155 million in 2002. In 2004, the 
School District predicted property 
tax revenue of 150.8 million in its 
fiscal year 2009 forecast. However, 
that rosy projection never occurred. 
The Cleveland Municipal School 
District never was to realize the 
expected bump up in real estate 
taxes as abatements on Cleveland 
properties expired. Instead the 
foreclosure crisis took Cleveland 
by storm. Property values dropped 
as delinquency rates increased. 
In the Cleveland Municipal School 
District’s 2009-2010 budget forecast 
the Real Estate Tax Estimate was 
$140,765,786, ten million less than 
it had predicted only five years previ-
ous.

New development
 At a public meeting promoting the 
Cleveland Plan for Transforming the 
Schools, Cleveland Mayor Frank 
Jackson said Cleveland had $7 
billion in new construction projects 
either planned or underway. He said 
he would trade all that development 
for “quality education for Cleveland’s 
children.” When asked how much of 
that new construction was tax abat-
ed, the mayor said that the schools’ 
portion of commercial development 
projects is no longer being abated. 
This would leave citizens to think 
that the schools must then receive 
a substantial amount of money that 
would make a new tax levy unneces-
sary.
 However, what Mayor Jackson 
did not say, was that a large portion 
of the properties being developed 
now in the City of Cleveland are tax 
exempt. Think about it—massive 
expansion at University Hospitals 
and Cleveland Clinic—largely tax 

continued on page  4continued on page  4
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            PHOTO BY KEN HALL
Saturday, August 11, 2012; Brooklyn Centre Bicentennial Celebration, Ugly 
Broad Bicentennial Burger Bonanza, Ugly Broad, 3908 Denison Avenue: As 
part of the Bicentennial Celebration, the Ugly Broad bar hosts a burger bo-
nanza to benefi t Applewood Centers. Sherry Perry, owner of the Ugly Broad, 
greets guests arriving at the fundraiser. 
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exempt. The expansion at the Art 
Museum is also tax-exempt. The 
new convention center facility is 
tax exempt. The expansion of the 
Federal Building is tax-exempt. New 
buildings at Cleveland State Uni-
versity and Case Western Reserve 
University, and Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College are all tax exempt. 

PILOTs Program
 When Cuyahoga County Trea-
surer Jim Rokakis commissioned 
a study by Policy Matters in 2004, 
his goal was to get Cleveland’s 
large non-profit hospitals to make 
payments in lieu of taxes for what 
he termed a PILOTs program in 
Cuyahoga County. He noted, at the 
time, that large hospitals in Boston 
were doing just that—giving the city 

of Boston about $2 million a year. 
The Policy Matters study indicated 
that in 2003, together Cleveland 
Clinic and University Hospitals had 
nearly $960 million in exempt prop-
erty. The Policy Matters estimated 
that the values of the hospital build-
ings were most likely overstated 
by 40%, so for the purposes of the 
study reduced the value by 40% 
and calculated, even at the reduced 
value if the two institutions were not 
exempt, Cleveland Clinic would pay 
about $12 million in property taxes 
and University Hospitals about $5.5 
million per year in property taxes. 
With roughly 58% of commercial/
industrial property tax going to the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict, that would amount to roughly 
ten million in additional revenue 
each year for the school system. 
The study indicates that the two 
hospitals were seeking additional 
exemptions at the time of the study. 
Both hospitals have been building 
additional structures in the interim 
as well, so we can conclude the 
amount due the Cleveland Schools 
if the two hospitals were not exempt 
from property taxes would be more 
than $10 million a year.
 In Cleveland, one of the poorest 
cities in the United States, many 
residents and homeowners find 
themselves struggling to pay large 
property tax bills due twice a year. 
Recent monthly fees added for 
garbage pickup have added to the 
burden. Given the dire straights 
that most Cleveland residents find 
themselves, it is high time our lead-
ers take a different tack to find a way 
to provide the revenue to assure 
every school in the district has the 
resources and staff it needs to pro-
vide high quality education and after 
school programs for our children.
 In 2004 Rokakis’ plan was shot 
down by then Mayor Jane Camp-
bell, no doubt at the urging of the 
large hospitals. Cleveland residents 
continue to witness large tax exemp-
tions with no lobbying by Cleveland 
leaders to bring fairness to the 
process. Many of the foundation 
leaders that are now pushing for 
the Cleveland Plan for Transform-
ing the Schools and the 15-mill levy 
also were involved with creating 
the new County Government. They 
allowed the County government to 
form without addressing the most 
fundamental disparity in Cuyahoga 
County—that of property tax rev-
enue for the schools.

Bully Pulpit
 City of Cleveland and Cleveland 
Municipal School District leaders 
need to get on their bully pulpit and 
make a case for the Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District to receive 
just compensation for the proper-
ties receiving exemptions. There 
are numerous examples in other 
states on how communities can be 
reimbursed for exempt properties 
or develop payment in lieu of taxes 
programs. 
 Randy Lerner’s recent sale of 
the Cleveland Browns for $1 billion 
dollars is a particularly galling case 
of property tax exemption. Lerner 
sold a losing football team for a half 
billion dollars more than his family 
paid for it just over a decade ago. 
Cuyahoga County residents built 
the stadium for the Browns. In an 
effort to accommodate the Browns’ 
owners, Cleveland leaders marched 
down to Columbus to make sure the 
property was tax exempt—we were 
told this was important for the proj-
ect be feasible. Cleveland veteran 
investigative journalist Roldo Bar-
timole has documented the public 
cost of building the stadium for the 
Browns. Besides the huge subsidy 
to build the stadium, the building 
was exempt from taxes. Bartimole 
says the exemption amounts to 
about $8 million a year—more that 

half of which would have gone to 
the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District. The sale of the Browns 
by Lerner calls out for a sit-down 
between Lerner, Mayor Jackson 
and Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District CEO Eric Gordon. At the 
very least, Lerner should be per-
suaded to pay the City of Cleveland 
and the School District ten years 
equivalent of property taxes that 
were exempted on the stadium. The 
$80 million, over half of which would 
go to the schools, would represent 
just a small portion of the $500 mil-
lion Lerner made on the sale of the 
Browns. Lerner would probably get a 
tax break by giving a large donation 
to the schools and the property tax 
payback would help aid in improving 
his reputation in Cleveland.
 Bartimole suggests that the sta-
dium be given to the billionaire 
owners for $1 and in exchange they 
would begin paying property taxes 
on value of the buildings. Similar 
deals could be made with the other 
large stadiums and arenas down-
town, or perhaps the state granted 
tax exemptions could be revoked. 
Bartimole further estimates that tax 
exemptions to the Browns Stadium, 
Quicken Arena and Progressive 
Field totaled $16 million in 2010. 
With The commercial/ industrial tax 
rate of 58% going to the schools, the 
amount due to the school system 
would be over $9 million per year. 
City and County leaders need to 
shake up the status quo and start to 
look for revenue from sources other 
than the cash strapped residents of 
Cleveland.

Creative Persuasion
 Other options exist to garner 
revenue from large tax-exempt in-
stitutions. In 2004 Cleveland Clinic 
and University Hospitals bulked at 
the idea of giving cash to the school 
district and claimed they deserved 
their tax exemptions due to the char-
ity care they offer in the community. 
Perhaps another course of action 
can be used to persuade the two 
large hospitals to consider the plight 
of the school district and its children. 
It should be an embarrassment to 
the two large hospital systems that 
people living in the neighborhoods 
immediately surrounding the hospi-
tals have a life expectancy that is 20 
years lower than that of some of the 
suburban communities that Clinic 
executives commute from each day 
to go to work. 
 Also, with the advent of national 
health insurance, charity care may 
no longer be a justification for such 
a large property tax exemption. 
Certainly Mayor Jackson and CEO 
Gordon can persuade Cleveland 
Clinic and University Hospital execu-
tives that it is in their interest to listen 
to a proposal to provide their charity 
care to the children of the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District.
 A modest proposal to have the 
large hospitals get involved in plan-
ning, designing and paying for a 
state of the art school nutrition pro-
gram, a comprehensive health pro-
gram for students, health classes, 
and physical education classes. 
The two major hospitals providing 
funds for the teachers, nutrition-
ists and health care professionals 
necessary to design and implement 
these programs would go a long way 
in relieving the financial burden the 
school district is bearing for their tax 
exemptions. In turn the hospitals 
could receive credit for creating a 
national model for improving the 
health of a community, and offer 
an exciting area of research to help 
attract the best and brightest staff 
from around the world.
 Perhaps the hospital’s devel-
opment staff could also give the 
city and the school district some 
pointers on how to sit down with 
billionaires and ask for multi-mil-
lion dollar donations. It seems the 

large hospital buildings bearing the 
names of prominent people speak 
to their abilities. Let’s start asking 
our wealthy citizens to extend those 
generous contributions to the Cleve-
land schools. Perhaps Lerner could 
be persuaded to take the entire 
$500 million profit he made on the 
sale of the Browns and place it in a 
foundation to benefit the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District.
 If Cleveland leaders don’t have 
the means to persuade the state to 
end the tax exemptions of the major 
sports palaces downtown, perhaps 
they can make a similar presenta-
tion to the owners of the Browns, 
Cavaliers and Indians. In exchange 
for the tax exemptions, the sports 
teams could be asked to provide 
funding for all after school extracur-
ricular activities, and for the upkeep 
of the gyms and sports facilities in 
the district.

Fair Tax Distribution
 As for Cuyahoga County govern-
ment—Cleveland leaders need to 
get involved in the rewriting of the 
charter to assure that the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District 
is reimbursed for tax exemptions 
given to facilities serving the entire 
county. A good starting point would 
be all Cuyahoga County government 
buildings and any stadiums, arenas 
or other facilities such as the medi-
cal mart and convention center, and 
port of Cleveland that were built or 
receive operating funds as a result 
of a countywide vote.
 Cleveland needs to establish 
some fairness in the distribution of 
property taxes in Cuyahoga County. 
While the State of Ohio Supreme 
Court has ruled four times that 
heavy reliance on property tax is un-
constitutional and results in unequal 
education, the state legislature has 
done little to remedy this glaring 
injustice. It is time for Cleveland 
residents to demand fairness in the 
tax structure. Since it is not likely that 
the State will rectify the property tax 
revenue disparities between com-
munities any time soon, Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County should ad-
dress this matter locally. Certainly 
Cuyahoga County taxpayers can 
see the injustice of the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District forego-
ing property tax revenue on huge 
expensive properties that are used 
not only by Cleveland residents, 
but by residents of all of Cuyahoga 
County.
 The Jackson administration is 
planning an all out push for the 15-
mill levy. Community Development 
groups in Cleveland neighborhoods 
are reportedly being recruited to sign 
pledges to work with block clubs to 
persuade them to go out and vote 
for the levy. Block Club members 
should send the mayor and the 
development corporations a strong 
message that the 15-mill levy is not 
the preferred option. A smaller levy, 
coupled with other options would 
be more sustainable and fair to 
residents. Other options include the 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes program 
proposed by Rokakis in 2004; chang-
ing the County Charter to require the 
County to reimburse school districts 
for property tax exemptions when 
exempt properties serve the entire 
county; or working with tax exempt 
entities on creative programs for the 
schools that fit within the purview of 
the exempt organization’s mission. 
The city could also share with the 
school district some of the payroll 
taxes from property owners living 
in abated homes.
 No Mayor Jackson, you do not 
have to trade all the new develop-
ment in the City of Cleveland for 
“quality education for Cleveland’s 
children,” you just have to make 
sure that Cleveland’s children ben-
efit from the development and the 
massive property wealth in the City 
of Cleveland.
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          PHOTO BY BOBBI REICHTELL
Sunday, August 12, 2012; Brooklyn Centre Bicentennial Parade: Mother Na-
ture and Friends, Brooklyn Centre Naturalists (L-R) Sharon Martynowski, 
David Boyce Jr., and Gloria Ferris.

Brooklyn Centre celebrates 200th anniversary of first settlers to arrive in Broooklyn Township
 This year, the Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhood (which lies between 
the Tremont and Clark Fulton neigh-
borhoods on the North and the Big 
Creek valley and the Metro Parks 
Zoo on the South, Fulton Road on 
the West and the Cuyahoga River 
industrial valley on the East) is cel-
ebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
first citizens of the fledgling United 
States to settle on the West Side of 
the Cuyahoga River in an area then 
called Brooklyn Township.
 The bicentennial festivities began 
on Memorial Day with a ceremony in 
the Brooklyn Centre Burial Grounds, 
founded in 1835 (located at 2300 
Garden Ave -- behind the ALDI 
Store). The festivities continued with 
a variety of celebrations in August 
including, neighborhood tours, and 
a parade on Sunday, August 12th. 
Additional activities will be forthcom-
ing later this year.
 The path for the first settlement in 
Brooklyn Township in 1812 was cre-
ated when the treaty of Fort Industry 
(1805) between Native American 
tribes and the United States opened 
up territory West of the Cuyahoga to 
United States citizens for settlement. 
A prime area opened for settlement 
was Brooklyn Township, a site on the 
West Bank of the Cuyahoga River 
which today includes the west side 
of Cleveland, the City of Brooklyn, 
and Lindale.
 Quoting liberally from West of the 
Cuyahoga by George Condon, The 
Monroe Street Cemetery Founda-
tion notes that Samuel P. Lord, a 
shareholder in the Connecticut Land 
Company won the prime piece of 
land in a lottery held by members of 
the Connecticut Land Company. The 
Connecticut Land Company was a 
group of investors that bought the 
Western Reserve from the State of 
Connecticut. Connecticut had been 
granted the land back when it was an 
English colony and now as a state in 
the young United States of America, 
Connecticut had been asked to give 
the land to the new federal govern-
ment to help pay revolutionary ward 
debts. Connecticut instead decided 
to sell the land to raise money for 
public schools, hence, the deal with 
the Connecticut Land Company.
 According to Condon’s research, 
Samuel Lord’s share of $14,092 
in the Connecticut Land Company 
entitled him to 35,325 acres. He had 
the land surveyed as a township and 
sold off pieces. Lord, together with 
his son, Richard, and his son-in-law 
Barber, formed the Lord & Barber 
Realty Company. The company 
representatives participated in the 
surveying of the Brooklyn Township 
in 1809.
 The first settler to purchase a 
piece of that land and move to 
Brooklyn Township was James Fish, 
who hailed from Groton Connecticut.  
According to research compiled 
by Darren Hamm and Ward 14 
Councilman Brian Cummins for the 
Bicentennial Celebration, James 
and Mary Fish and family settled on 
the corner of what is today the North-
west corner of Pearl and Mapledale 
in what is now the Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhood. 
 According to the a History of 
Cuyahoga County, Part Third, the 
Townships compiled by Chrisfield 
Johnson in 1879, when James Fish 

arrived in Brooklyn Township in May 
of 1812, there was already a Cana-
dian squatter named Granger and 
his son, Samuel, living on a slope 
overlooking the Cuyahoga River 
valley which eventually became part 
of Riverside Cemetery. According to 
the history compiled by Chrisfield 
Johnson, the two Canadians sold 
their improvements to Asa Brainard 
in 1815 and moved on to Maumee 
country.
 As for Fish, the historical ac-
counts tell of his journey from Con-
necticut using an ox team pulling a 
lumber wagon. Traveling with Fish 
were his three children, his wife, 
Mary, and her mother. The Fish con-
tingent, which included two cousins, 
Moses and Ebenezer, traveled with 
a larger party of pioneers, but were 
the only settlers headed for Brooklyn 
Township.
 Upon arriving in Cleveland in 
early autumn of 1811, James Fish 
and his family decided to winter 
in Newburg, while his two cousins 
wintered in Cleveland. In the early 
spring of 2012, James Fish went to 
Brooklyn Township to construct a log 
cabin. He brought his family to the 
cabin in May of 2012. The history 
describes the difficult circumstances 
of the first settlers in what today is 
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood. 
James Fish, after spending $18 
on building his log cabin, had no 
money. He walked ten miles two or 
three days per week to Newburg 
where he did farm labor to get some 
cash. Concerned about the safety of 
his family alone in the wilderness, 
Fish returned home by foot each 
night. While the fruits of Fish’s land 
eventually provided some money for 
the family, historians indicate that 
the family might not have made it 
through the first winter without the 
income from Mary Fish’s weaving 
of coverlids, by which she earned 
a goodly sum with demand far out-
stripping what she could produce.
 With the outbreak of the War of 
1812, cousins Moses and Ebenezer 
both did duty in the local militia. 
While Moses was drafted into the 
military, due to his health, his brother 
Ebenezer ended up serving for him. 
Both Ebenezer and Moses ended up 
settling on eighty acres in Brooklyn 
Township just south of their cousin 
James. 
 According to the History of 
Cuyahoga County, other settlers 
soon arrived in Brooklyn Township. 
In 1813 Ozias Brainard arrived with 
four grown daughters and four sons, 
two of the sons had families of their 
own. In the autumn of 1814, a large 
contingent of settlers from Middle-
sex County Connecticut arrived in 
Brooklyn Township. According to 

the history, these were the families 
of Isaac Hinckley, Elijah Young and 
four families with the last name of 
Brainard. The group, comprised of 
six families, 40 settlers in all, had 
exchanged their farms in Connecti-
cut with Lord and Barber for land in 
Brooklyn Township.
 This large group of settlers in 
Brooklyn Township apparently made 
the trustees of nearby Cleveland 
nervous. The History of Cuyahoga 
County offers this account: “It ap-
pears that the trustees of the town-
ship of Cleveland - to which the 
territory of Brooklyn then belonged 
- became alarmed at the avalanche 
of emigrants just described, and 
concluding that they were a band 
of paupers, for whose support the 
township would be taxed, started a 
constable across the river to warn 
the invaders out of town. Alonzo 
Carter, a resident of Cleveland, 
heard of the move, and stopped it by 
endorsing the good standing of the 
newcomers - adding that the alleged 
paupers were worth more money 
than all the trustees of Cleveland 
combined.”
 On June 1, 1818 all of Brooklyn 
Township was formally organized a 
township government.  The town-
ship included all land West of the 
Cuyahoga in what is now Cleveland 
except for a farm along Walworth 
Run owned by Alfred Kelley. The his-
tory compiled by Hamm and Cum-
mins indicates that the Town Hall for 
the new township was located just 
east of Pearl (then called Columbus 
Street) on the north side of Denison 
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          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, August 5, 2012; Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center”s Puerto Rican Parade, E. 9th Street, Downtown Cleve-
land: Miss Puerto Rico Image 2012, Aidelis Rivera, and Mr Puerto Rico 2012, Leonel Acosta, look out at the crowd 
lining the streets of the parade route.

Puerto Rican Parade celebrates culture and serves as vehicle for community outreach
 Thousands of people lined the pa-
rade route on Superior Avenue from 
E. 13th to E.9th Street and from E. 
9th down to the Cleveland Municipal 
Parking Lot to watch Cleveland’s 
annual Puerto Rican Parade on 
Sunday, August 5th. The parade, 
presented by the Julia de Burgos 

the stilt walking group Los Hijos 
de la Tradición; and scholars from 
Esperanza holding signs promoting 
Achievement.
 Besides the entertainment, cel-
ebration of Puerto Rican and Latino 
culture, the parade and festival at 
the Municipal Parking lot served as 
an organizing and recruitment tool. A 
karate class not only demonstrated 
their talent while participating in 
the parade, but also passed out 
fliers promoting their classes held 
at Calvary Reformed Church and 
Zone Recreation Center. A group 
called Latinos por Obama invited 
parade participants to a picnic at 
Roberto Clemente Park on W. 38th 
and Seymour.
 Perhaps the most serious orga-

Cultural Arts Center, marked its 
44th year in Cleveland with colorful 
floats and decorated vehicles from 
community organizations, area poli-
ticians and local Latino businesses. 
Some of the highlights of the parade 
included floats and vehicles carrying 
beauty queens and their entourages 

and colorful floats with passengers 
aboard enjoying the festivities while 
waving to the crowd. Entertainers 
and local organizations, traveling in 
the parade, were many and varied 
such as the youth dance group 
Explosion Divina, whose Cleveland 
members train in Detroit, Michigan; 

nizing was being done by a group of 
religious and human rights activists 
calling for the freeing of Oscar López 
Rivera who has spent 31 years be-
hind bars as a result of his commit-
ment to the independence of Puerto 
Rico. Ricardo Jimenez was among 
those carrying the banner with the 
group. Jimenez says he served 20 
years in federal prison for his role 
in the Puerto Rican independence 
movement. The group asked people 
to sign a petition urging President 
Barack Obama to grant Oscar López 
Rivera amnesty and passed out 
cards with some information about 
Rivera and website information 
(www.boricuahumanrights.org) for 
those who would like to learn even 
more about his plight.

TOWPATH TRAILTOWPATH TRAIL

U.S. Fish and Wildlife.
 In addition to building a 2/3rds 
mile section of trail, Ohio Canal 
Corridor says the project will restore 
2,800 feet of natural shoreline on 
the Cuyahoga River and transform 
a boat marina into a two acre habitat 
for fish and restore nine acres of 
upland into meadowland. 
 A number of politicians were pres-
ent at the groundbreaking. Many 
gave praise to Ohio Canal Corridor 
Executive Director Tim Donovan for 
his dogged persistence in continu-
ing the struggle to see that the re-
mainder of the Ohio and Erie Canal 

Towpath Trail is completed. 
 Senator Sherrod Brown and Con-
gressman Dennis Kucinich both had 
kind words for retired Congressman 
Ralph Regula and his efforts to cre-
ate the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park and help in securing support 
for efforts to create the Ohio and 
Erie Canal Towpath Trail.
 Cuyahoga County Executive Ed-
ward FitzGerald said “the county is 
not going to rest until Wendy Park 
(on Whiskey Island) is connected to 
this trail.”
 Ward 3 City Council Representa-
tive Joe Cimperman promised that 
when the trail is complete the kids 
from the Lakeview Terrace would 
have the same access to the trail 
as kids in Brecksville.
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FLEA MARKETS/
THRIFTS/YARD SALES

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  Furni-
ture, clothing, baby needs & more. 
First Saturday Dollar Bag, 10 a.m. 
- Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Rental 
Information Center: 216-432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.
ROOMMATE FEMALE: Clean quiet 
house. Social Security preferred. 
216-281-4639.

SERVICES
ACTION MAINTENANCE: Handy-
people available for Household 
Projects. New interior painting ser-
vice. Fully insured. (216) 618-0015.  
amc_cleveland@yahoo.com

               PHOTO COURTESY OF THE STOCKYARD, CLARK-FULTON
               & BROOKLYN CENTRE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
Saturday, August 11, 2012; Brooklyn Centre Bicentennial Historic Home Tour: (L-R) Tour guides, Kelly Anderson 
and Christine Dunson, demonstrate their enthusiasm for the tour. 

float.org or contact Cathi Lehn at 
clehn@cmnh.org.  
POTLUCK IN THE PARK celebrat-
ing the Sustainable Cleveland Year 
of Local Food will be held Sat., Sep. 
29, 5-7 pm, at Edgewater Park Up-
per Pavilion. Bring a dish to share 
and eat, plus a non-perishable to 
donate to local charities; please 
come even if you can’t bring a dish. 
For info visit www.npi-cle.org, or 
email cebert@npi-cle. 
COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS 
of local restaurant chefs will be 
held at 7-8 pm on Thur. evenings 
at Rocky River Public Library Au-
ditorium, 1600 Hampton Rd.: Sept. 
20, Steve Schimoler, Crop Bistro, 
making Farm-Fresh Chowder; Sept. 
27, Jason Reed, Don’s Lighthouse, 
making Crab Cakes. For info, call 
440-333-7610 or visit www.rrpl.org.

GARDENING
SUMMER SPROUT is accepting 
applications for new community 
gardening sites in Cleveland neigh-
borhoods for 2013, Groups must 
have at least 5 gardeners (all cannot 
be related), have legal permission 
to use the land, and submit a com-
pleted application to OSU Extension 
of Cuyahoga County by 5 pm on Fri., 
Sep. 28. For info, call Thompson 
at OSU Extension, 216-429-8200, 
ext. 246. 

HEALTH
MEDWORKS FREE VISION CLIN-
IC will be held Sat., Sep. 22 at 
W.O.Walker Center, 10524 Euclid 
Ave. from 8 am – 6 pm. , providing 
free eye exams and free glasses, 
by appointment. Appointments can 
be made Wed., Sep. 12, by calling 
the MedWorks/WKYC Channel 3 
phone bank. The phone number 
will be announced Tues., Sep. 11 
on Ch.3, in the Plain Dealer Health 

Section, and on Cleveland.com. For 
info, call 216-231-5350 or visit www.
medworksusa.org. 
LUTHERAN HOSPITAL FAMILY 
HEALTH FAIR on Sat., Sep. 15, 
8:30 am – noon, offers free screen-
ings, educational sessions, physi-
cian health talks, and children’s ac-
tivities, all presented in both Spanish 
and English. For info or register, call 
216-363-2273.
SCRANTON ROAD MINISTRIES 
annual Community Health Fair and 
Family Carnival will be held Sat., 
Sep. 22, from 11 am – 3 pm at the 
Hispanic UMADAOP Youth Center, 
3115 Scranton Rd. For info, call 
216-861-5323 or email scranton-
roadcdc@gmail.com. 
EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS 12-step 
program will have a public informa-
tion meeting on Sun., Sep. 30 at 2 
pm at the West Park YMCA, 15501 
Lorain Ave. For info, call Donna at 
216-221-1051.

OTHER
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE 8TH 
ANNUAL GREAT LAKES RESTO-
RATION CONFERENCE to be held 
Sep. 11-13 at the Renaissance Hotel 
downtown are available, making it 
free for Cleveland residents. For 
info about the EHW Scholarship, 
email Kristy@theOEC.org or call 
614-487-5842.
HOUSING TESTER TRAINING will 
be offered by the Housing Center in 
September for fair housing testing 
by diverse community members, 
who receive a small stipend. Reg-
istration is required. For info, call 
Mandy Mehlman, Fair Housing 
Community Educator, at 216-361-
9240 or email mmehlman@the-
housingcenter.org. 
LEGAL AID SOCIETY BRIEF 
ADVICE & REFERRAL CLINICS 
will be held at; Spanish American 
Committee, 4407 Lorain, on Sat., 
Sep. 15, and West Side Catholic 

Center, 3135 Lorain, on Sat., Sep. 
29. Clinics are held from 9:45-11:45 
am., first-come, first-serve, for civil 
matters only. For info, call 216-687-
1900 or visit www.lasclev.org. 
COMMUNITY SERVICES RE-
SOURCE FAIR sponsored by St. 
Ignatius High School and the City 
of Cleveland Community Relations 
Board will be held on Thur., Sep. 

13, 5:30-8:30 p.m. For info, call 
216-664-2277. 
FREE DOCUMENT SHREDDING 
(up to 5 bags or boxes) is now of-
fered by the City of Cleveland year 
round, Mon. thru Fri., 9 am – 3 pm, 
at the Division of Waste Control, 
5600 Carnegie Ave. For info, call 
216-664-3717.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
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(then called Newburg Street). 
 The History of Cuyahoga County 
related that in 1830, Moses Fish 
decided to layout 25 lots from his 
land and offer them for sale. This 
development then came to be called 
Brooklyn Center and eventually the 
center of what became Brooklyn 
Village. His brother, Ebenezer Fish 
also sold off a few lots from his land, 
and then sold the bulk of his land to 
land speculators Betts & Bibbens 
who platted an extensive tract for 
development. A number of other sur-
veys of land followed in creating the 
population for what was to become 
Brooklyn Village, which officially in-
corporated on August 5, 1867.  The 
first mayor of the new village was a 
member of the Fish family, Bethuel 
Fish.
 Historians document a number 
of sawmills that went up on Mill 
creek to meet the lumber demands 
of the early settlers. A couple of 
gristmills (grinding grain into meal) 
were running on Walworth Run. By 
1879, when the History of Cuyahoga 
County, Part Third was being com-
piled, Brooklyn Village had grown 
to 1,500 residents, had a number 
of manufacturing establishments 
and was awaiting the completion 
of the Valley railroad. The City 
of Cleveland’s Civic Vision 2000 
Plan notes that the early farmers in 
Brooklyn Village had a direct route 
down what is today Pearl Road and 
W. 25th to the farmer’s markets in 
the old Central Market District on 
public square in Cleveland. The 
Civic Vision documents says that the 
extension of a street car line along 
Pearl Street in 1869 helped to spur 
business development around the 
intersection of Pearl and Denison.

 Besides Brooklyn Village, a 
number of communities emerged 
from the original Brooklyn Township. 
These include Brighton (incorpo-
rated in 1836 later became South 
Brooklyn) Ohio City (Incorporated 
as a city in 1836), West Cleveland 
(Incorporated in 1870), Lindale 
(1875), Broadview Heights and 
Brooklyn. Ohio City was the first to 
be annexed by the City of Cleveland 
in 1854. Brooklyn Village, South 
Brooklyn and West Cleveland were 
all eventually annexed by the City 
of Cleveland. The Brooklyn Centre 
Historical Society’s website says 
the portion of Brooklyn Township 
that now includes the Brooklyn 
Centre neighborhood was annexed 
to Cleveland in 1894.
 The Brooklyn Centre Historical 
Society notes the transition of the 
area from its early beginnings as a 
farming community to a residential 
community which became home 
to an influx of German immigrants 
in the in 1890 and later became a 
destination for Polish immigrants in 
the early 1900’s.
 The history compiled by Hamm 
and Cummins for the Bicentennial 
Celebration says “in the late 1950’s 
and early 1960’s Interstate Route 
71 was built following the passage 
of the Federal Aid Highway Act in 
1956 and the freeway displaced 
many families and changed the 
nature of business and shopping 
in the neighborhood.” The research 
compiled by Hamm and Cummins 
said increased movement of fami-
lies out of city neighborhoods such 
as Brooklyn Centre to the suburbs. 
Statistics from the City of Cleveland 
Planning Department show the 
Brooklyn Centre Statistical Planning 
area with a population of 17,637 in 
1940. The population declined each 

decade following that, with the 2000 
Census showing a population of 
9,180.
 Hamm and Cummins recognize 
the emergence of some of the cur-
rent civic and community groups: 
 “Modern day interest in protect-
ing and revitalizing Brooklyn Center 
began in the 1940’s and extended 
to the early 1980’s with the forma-
tion of the Southwest Citizens Area 
Council (1946) Brooklyn Center 
Community Association (aka Arch-
wood-Denison Concerned Citizens) 

(1978), Brooklyn Centre Historical 
Society (1978) and Crossroads 
Development Corporation (1981). 
The city recognized the historic 
importance and architectural sig-
nificance of the neighborhood with 
the creation of the Brooklyn Centre 
Historic District 1984.
 Neighborhood transition and ac-
tivism has continued through today 
with the formation of the Friends of 
Big Creek (2005), Brooklyn Centre 
Naturalists (2007) and the designa-
tion of the new Jones Home National 

Historic District (2012). “
 Since the beginning of the fed-
eral Community Development Block 
Grant in the early 1980s a number 
of organizations have directed de-
velopment activities in the neighbor-
hood beginning with the Crossroads 
Development Corporation in 1981, 
followed by the Old Brooklyn Com-
munity Development Corporation 
and most recently the Stockyard, 
Clark-Fulton, Brooklyn Centre Com-
munity Development Office. 
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