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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, December 8, 2013; St. Herman’s Spaghetti 
Dinner, St. Malachi Parish Hall: Roy McInerney, Jr. 
founder of Threads for Beds, sells Christmas stockings 
to raise funds for renting space so that homeless people 
might have shelter for a night when needed. McInerney 
says this year’s stockings were hand made and donated 
by students in Cleveland’s Positive Education Program.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 14, 2013; Wrapped in Tradition, a Gordon Square 
Holiday Event, Gordon Square Farmers’ Market, Gordon Square 
Arcade, Detroit Avenue at W. 65th Street: West Clinton resident Millie 
Davis displays her Sparkle and Swag Holiday wreaths.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 14, 2013; Wrapped in Tradition, a Gordon Square 
Holiday Event, Sweet Moses Soda Fountain and Treat Shop, 6800 
Detroit Avenue: Gianna Rivera, age 9, and Madison Westwood, age 8, 
visit with Mr. Jingeling, the Keeper of the Keys to Santa’s Workshop.

          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, December 17, 2013; Winterfest, Cudell Recreation Center, West Boulevard and Detroit Avenue: 
(L-R) Linda Collins, Paet Burcham, and Joanne Newbury, members of Helping Hands, prepare to join Santa 
and Mrs. Claus in distributing 238 sets of hand made hats and scarfs to children from Marion C. Seltzer 
and Madison Community Schools. Beginning in early September, fi fteen members of Helping Hands met 
every Monday at Cudell Improvement to knit and crochet the gifts for the neighborhood children. Helping 
Hands received funding from a Neighborhood Connections Grant.

Property tax exempt hospitals urged to 
“chip in” to support Cleveland schools
by Chuck Hoven

As part of a National Day of Action 
to Reclaim the Promise of Public 
Education, the Cleveland Teachers 
Union joined with Common Good 
Ohio to host a meeting on December 

9th in downtown Cleveland to call for 
the creation of a Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes (PILOT) program in the City 
of Cleveland. The program would 
ask large nonprofi t organizations, 
which are not required by law to pay 

property taxes, to make a voluntary 
tax payments.

Common Good Ohio Chairperson 
Scherhera Shearer noted the last 
two State of Ohio budgets resulted 
in massive cuts to education. She 
said in 2012 Cleveland voters 
stepped up to the plate and passed 
a 15-mill property tax levy to 
support the operating costs of the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District. She called for the creation of 
a PILOT program “to begin to press 
Cleveland’s largest hospitals to pay 
their fair share of taxes.” 

The call for the creation of a 
PILOT program was supported with 
data from a new report by Policy 
Matters Ohio, which indicates that 
nonprofit, government and tax 
abated property accounted for 
44.9% or the real property value in 
the City of Cleveland in the 2012 tax 
year. This means that the owners of 
55.1% of the real property in the City 
of Cleveland are asked to pay 100% 
of the property taxes collected.

The report, authored by Zach 
Schiller and Chris Hileman and 
complied on behalf of the Cleveland 
Teachers Union and Common Good 
Ohio, is titled Hospitals Would 
Owe Tens of Millions If Exempt 
Properties Were Taxed. The report 
is an update of one commissioned 
by then Cuyahoga County Treasurer 
Jim Rokakis in 2004 to study the 
possibility of creating a Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes program. The 
2004 report by Policy Matters 
Ohio looked at 2003 tax valuations 
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Input sought on proposed changes 
for Lorain Ave from W. 25th to W. 85th

by Chuck Hoven
A plan to redesign the streetscape 

on a 2.3-mile stretch of Lorain 
Avenue from W. 25th to W. 85th 
was presented to the public at a 
December 10th meeting at Franklin 
Circle Church. The $17.3 million 
remake of this section of Lorain 
Avenue includes a proposal for a 
dedicated ten-foot wide bicycle lane 
on the north side of Lorain Avenue 
separated from traffi c by a 2-feet 
wide barrier. Planners said a second 
meeting would be scheduled for the 
Detroit Shoreway neighborhood 
in January for additional input on 
the plan.

NEWS ANALYSIS
Wa r d  3  C o u n c i l m a n  J o e 

C i m p e r m a n  e n c o u r a g e d 
involvement in the planning process 
by residents and stakeholders 
saying, “Whether you like the plan, 
or hate it, please stay engaged.” A 
copy of the plan, titled Living Lorain: 
Lorain Avenue Improvement Plan 
is available for viewing on the Ohio 
City Inc. website at www.ohiocity.
org.

Ohio City Executive Director Eric 
Wobser said the proposed changes 
to Lorain Avenue would lead to a 
more vibrant Ohio City. He said right 
now, “Lorain Avenue doesn’t feel 
like a main street, but more like a 
dividing point.”

Jacob VanSickle, Executive 
Director of Bike Cleveland lauded 
the benefits seen on streets in 
other cities that have constructed 
protected bike lanes. He noted such 
benefi ts as reduction in accidents, 
increase in bicycle ridership by 
nontraditional riders, increases in 
retail sales for area businesses and 
a reduction in the practice of riding 
bikes on the sidewalk.

The plan calls for a dedicated 
8 foot wide parking lane on the 
south side of the street that would 
allow cars to park 24 hours a day. 
There would be one 13-foot wide 
lane of traffi c in each direction at all 
times.  The ten-foot wide dedicated 
bike lane on the north side of the 
street would be separated from 

continued on page 3continued on page 3
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          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, December 7, 2013; Short and Sweet Holiday Shop at Art House, 3119 Denison Avenue: Sister 
Anna Maria Hayes, an artist from the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood, displays the scarfs and hats she 
knitted. Gloria Ferris, Christine Stuckey and Sharon Martyn of Brooklyn Centre Naturalists recruited 25 
artists to participate in this year’s shop for two weekends in December. Proceeds from the sale of items 
benefi t the artists, as well as Art House’s Urban Bright Arts-in-Education and Family Open Studio programs. 
Art House and the Stockyard, Clark Fulton, Brooklyn Centre Community Development Organization 
sponsored the shop.

AGING & DISABILITY SERVICES
THE CLEVELAND PUBLIC LI-
BRARY offers Homebound Services 
for individuals unable to get to the li-
brary.  Call 216-623-7005 to register 
for the delivery of books and other 
library materials. 
THE AGING AND DISABILITY 
NETWORK provides information 
and assistance, benefi ts informa-
tion, long-term options counseling, 
and other resources.  Call 855-585-
ADRN (2376).
SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES provided by LEAP 
(Linking Employment, Abilities and 
Potential) include employment ser-
vices, independent living services, 
youth transition services, and com-
munity services.  Call 216-687-1453 
or visit www.leapinfo.org.
THE WESTERN RESERVE AREA 
AGENCY ON AGING has produced   
Older Adults…the Resource Guide.  
Order it free online at www.psa10a.
org or by calling 216-621-0303.  

ARTS AND CRAFTS
A CROCHET AND KNITTING 
CIRCLE will meet at South Branch 
Library on Wednesdays January 
8 and February 12 at 4 pm.  Join 

other crafters and learn tips and 
tricks.  Items can be donated to local 
charities.  For more information, call 
216-623-2921 or visit www.cpl.org.
THE ART HOUSE offers Free Fam-
ily Open Studio is held the third Sat-
urday of every month from 1-3 pm at 
3119 Denison Avenue.  On January 
18th, the theme is mixed-media mask 
making.  Call 216-398-8556.
THIRD FRIDAY FOR ALL!  will be 
on January 17th in Detroit Square 
Arts District.  For info on shops and 
restaurants, see dscdo.org.

TREMONT ARTWALK is 
scheduled for January 10th.  See 
tremontartwalk.com

CHILDREN AND TEENS
THE HEAD START PROGRAM 
sponsored by the Council for 
Economic Opportunities in 
Greater Cleveland is available 
for low income and special needs 
children at Willard at 2220 West 
95th Street.  Call 216-651-5154 
or log on to:www.ceogc.org.
THE ART, POETRY AND ESSAY 
CONTEST is an annual contest 
open to all students grades 
K-12.  The Contest, sponsored by 

Earth Day Coalition’s EarthFest, 
encourages  northeast Ohio 
students to celebrate Earth Day 
by expressing their ideas for 
solutions to environmental issues 
facing our community.  Parents, 
teachers, school administrators 
and students can call the Earth 
Day Coalition at 216/281-6468 to 
receive an application for the 2014 
Art, Poetry, and Essay Contest or 
can check the website http://www.
earthdaycoalition.org.

EATING WELL
W W W. C H O O S E M Y P L AT E .
GOV is a website that provides 
information on eating better on 
a budget and building healthy 
meals.  It is sponsored by the US 
Department of Agriculture.

EDUCATION
THE CLEVELAND 
METROPOLITAN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT has a revised website:  visit 
http://www.clevelandmetroschools.
org/domain/409
WORK TO GET LARGE NON-
PROFITS like University Hospitals 
and the Cleveland Clinic to help 
fund Cleveland Public Schools.  Join 
Cleveland parents and caregivers 
Monday, January 6th at 5:30 pm 
at St Clair Superior Development,  
4205 St Clair Avenue.  To get 
involved, call Michael Cook at 216-
262-6343 or email him at mcook@
commongoodohio.org

HEALTH CARE & INSURANCE
INFORMATION ON HEALTH CARE 
INSURANCE available under the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) can be 
found at healthcare.gov or 800-
318-2596.  
FOR AN APPOINTMENT RE-
GARDING THE ACA  with  a 
Certifi ed Application Counselor at 
the Neighborhood Family Practice 
(3569 Ridge Road), call 216-281-
0872, ext 291.  
ACA ASSISTANCE IS ALSO avail-
able at Lorain Branch Library, 8216 
Lorain Avenue.  Someone from 
the CMS Assisters will be there 
to answer questions about the Af-
fordable Health Care Act, help with 
enrollment and assist in navigating 
the web site, every Wednesday from 
1 pm - 5 pm through the month of 
March.  
MEDICAID is now available to 
more Ohioans who can apply 
for online at www.Benefi ts.Ohio.
gov.  Adults with income up to 138 
percent of poverty may now apply.  
THE FREE MEDICAL CLINIC OF 
GREATER CLEVELAND provides 
medical services and teen clinic 
(216-721-4010), dental services 
(216-707-3419), behavioral health 
services (216-707-3500),   and 
HIV services  (216-707-3452) for 
no charge at 12201 Euclid near 
University Circle on the east side of 
Cleveland.  Call for appointments.

HISPANIC SERVICES
THE SPANISH AMERICAN COMMIT-
TEE offers family support and services, 
employment and training services, 
housing services, adult educators and 
a day care center at 4407 Lorain Ave. 
Call 216-961-2100 or visit www.span-
ishamerican.org.
HISPANIC URBAN MINORITY ALCO-
HOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE OUT-
REACH PROGRAM (Hispanic UMA-
DAOP) provides year-round education 
and prevention services to elementary, 
middle and high school youth, families 
and teachers.  The UMADAOP Youth 
Center, located at 3115 Scranton Road, 
is open weekdays to youth between 
the ages of 11 – 17 from 3 pm to 7 pm.  
For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact Nelson Ramirez at 216-
459-1222.

HOME HEATING 
HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE is avail-
able at the 1849 Prospect Avenue offi ce 
of the Council for Economic Opportuni-
ties in Greater Cleveland (CEOGC).  The 
offi ce is open at 6:30 am each weekday, 
but CEOGC still urges Cuyahoga County 
residents to call 216-518-4014 to make 
appointments 24/7. The acceptance 
of E-HEAP applications will continue 
through February 1st for eligible house-
holds who are currently disconnected or 
have received a disconnection notice. 
Beginning February 2nd, the program will 
open at 7:30 am.  Any household whose 
total income is at or below 200% of the 
2013 Federal Poverty Guidelines may 
be eligible. Home visits for individuals 
who are shut-in because of medical 
or other conditions are also available. 
Please call 216-263-6266 to schedule 
a home visit. 

JOBS
EL BARRIO WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT CENTER provides training and 
supportive services that result in steady 
jobs and career building opportunities.  
For more information about El Barrio’s 
programs or how to enroll, call 216-651-
2037.  All programs are free of charge 
and include intensive case management 
and supportive services.  
JOB PLACEMENT services are pro-
vided by Flexible Staffi ng, which works 
with job seekers and employers to fi nd 
the right match.  They provide temporary, 
temp-to-hire, and direct hire opportuni-
ties, part- or full-time.  There is no charge 
to job seekers.  Open Tuesday through 
Friday, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm.   Call 216-
298-9116.  

LEADERSHIP
BUILDING PRESENT AND FUTURE 
LEADERS CONFERENCE hosted by 
Furaha Forever Productions, a non-profi t 
theatre/entertainment organization, will 
be on Monday, January 20 from 8:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Topics range from 
“Financial Literacy” to “Learning What 
it Means to be a Leader.”  There will 
also be a panel discussion with some 
of Cleveland’s talented entrepreneurs 
and professionals.  This free event is 
for teens and parents and will be held 
at Mega Church, 3170 Scranton Road, 
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          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Wednesday, December 4, 2013; Almira K-8 Academy Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 3375 W. 99th Street: Almira 
Principal LaVerne Hooks gives an award to retiring Ward 16 Councilman Jay Westbrook for his many years 
of service to the school and the community.  See related photo on page 7.

New schools open and CMSD heightens efforts to attract and maintain student population
by Chuck Hoven

This school year fi nds a number 
of students moving into new schools 
while the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District holds community 
meetings to consider the extension 
of the bond issue to help complete 
its master facilities plan. The school 
district is also working to fi ll seats 
in the new schools and recruit back 
students it lost to charter schools 
during construction of the new 
schools.

This school year, students at 
Paul Dunbar School moved back 
to their newly constructed building 
at W. 28th and Chatham from their 
swing site at Kentucky School at 
W. 38th just South of Franklin.  In 
turn, students from the Near West 
Intergenerational School (a charter 
school that has partnered with the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District) moved out of the basement 
of Garrett Morgan School of Science 
into a new home in the historic 
Kentucky School Building. 

Students from Orchard School are 
now back at their new school on W. 
41st and Bailey after doing a stint at 
Halle School between W. 73rd and 
W. 82nd South of Clark Avenue.

S t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
members at Almira School held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate 
their new school and an end to a 
multi year odyssey that saw them 
move twice to different swing space 
locations far west of their school 
(fi rst off W. 130th and most recently 
at Brooklawn off W. 117th).

Meanwhile the New Max Hayes 
High School building, scheduled 
to open in the fall of 2015, is rising 
quickly at West 65th at Walworth (just 
north of Clark Avenue).

Several efforts are now underway 
that relate to plans for the future 
of neighborhood school buildings.  
Over the past couple of months, 
the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District held a series of community 
meetings to seek comments from 
residents about updating its facilities 
plan. District offi cials made it clear 
that under current population 
projections for the school district, 
enrollment projections now predict 
the district will only have 36,000 
students in 2018. The district has 
already completely rehabbed or 
built new facilities to accommodate 
24,000 students. The State of Ohio 
will provide 2/3 matching funds 
only for the amount of students the 
district is projected to have. Thus 
the district expects to only be able 
to build or completely rehab school 
buildings to house an additional 
12,000 students.

Schools that have empty seats 
create a problem for Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District. Some 
new schools fall in this category. 
For example, the newly built Almira 
School has enough seats to house 
450 students, but currently has only 
319 students.  The newly opened 
Paul Dunbar School has 241 
students enrolled with a capacity 
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traffic by a two foot wide barrier 
the height of a curb. There would 
be no parking allowed on the north 
side of the street. The sidewalks 
and transit waiting areas would 
be redesigned with an effort to 
make them more welcoming to 
pedestrians, reduce clutter and 
add some environmentally friendly 
features.

Currently on Lorain Avenue 
parking is allowed on both sides of 
the street except during rush hours, 
when there are two lanes of traffi c 
going east in the morning rush hour 
and two lanes of traffi c going west in 
the evening rush hour.  According to 
the Living Lorain plan’s examination 
of traffi c patterns, the current traffi c 
fl ow works very well. So well, they 
think they can reduce it to one lane 
in each direction without causing 
serious traffi c congestion.

The p lanners  admi t  some 
problems. With only one lane, 
when RTA buses are letting off 
passengers, all traffic would be 
stopped behind them. A similar thing 
would occur anytime a car wanted 
to make a left hand turn. All traffi c 
would be stopped while waiting for 
the car to turn.  The plan attempts 
to address this problem at some 
intersections by eliminating the 
parking on the south side to make 
room to add a turn lane that would 
allow cars to pass vehicles making 
a left hand turn.

An RTA planner present at the 
meeting suggested that it would be 
possible to eliminate some bus stops 
along the route so buses would be 
making less frequent stops. 

What happens on the north side of 
the street when a car breaks down, 
or if an emergency vehicle needs to 
pass up the traffi c was not spelled 
out in the plan. Presumably, vehicles 
would have to cross the centerline in 
such cases.

Many of those present fi lling up 

the pews at Franklin Circle Church 
rode to the meeting on their bicycles 
and generally seemed supportive of 
the plan.

At fi rst glance the dedicated bike 
lane, proposed for the north side of 
Lorain Avenue from W. 25th to W. 
85th, as part of the Living Lorain plan 
seems like it would be a welcome 
addition for bicycle commuters using 
the Lorain Avenue corridor. However, 
when planners presenting the idea 
explained how the dedicated bike 
lane would function, they revealed 
that the dedicated bike lane would 
not be viable alternative for serious 
bicycle commuters. Instead it would 
be designed to accommodate 
recreational bicycle riders, and 
families with children touring the 
neighborhood on bicycles.

A planner at the meeting indicated 
the dedicated bicycle lane would be 
designed for bicycles traveling at a 
maximum speed of ten miles per 
hour. RTA buses would be letting off 
their passengers into the lane. Also, 
with all on street parking moved to 
the south side of Lorain Avenue, 
individuals parking their cars with 
destinations on the north side of the 
street would have to walk across the 
dedicated bicycle lane. 

A p lanner  a t  the  meet ing 

suggested cyclists wishing to travel 
faster than 10 miles per hour would 
have to seek an alternative route. 
The plan does not indicate whether 
or not the remaining traffi c lanes on 
Lorain Avenue would accommodate 
cyclist wishing to go 15 or 20 
mph and ride in the street. The 
narrowness of lane, 13 feet wide, 
with no shoulder or second lane 
for refuge would seem to create a 
dangerous situation for westbound 
cyclists attempting to ride in the 
street.

When asked how motor vehicle 
r id ing customers of  exist ing 
businesses with curb cuts would 
cross the bike lane, Ohio City 
Executive Director Eric Wobser, 
said there were only fi ve curb cuts 
in the Ohio City neighborhood on 
the north side of the Lorain. He 
noted that while nothing could be 
done about the Fire Station at W. 
32nd and Lorain, he thought that 
the remaining businesses could be 
negotiated with to make more use 
of the alleyways behind their stores 
and alternative off street parking. 
Wobser did not address curb cuts 
in the area west of W. 45th Street in 

the Detroit Shoreway portion of the 
proposed dedicated bicycle path.

It was suggested if the alleyways 
would be used to access businesses 
along the corridor, they would need to 
be repaired prior to implementation 
of the plan. Several RTA riders 
asked that the plan not make it 
more diffi cult for transit riders. Some 
cyclists asked about special signals 
at intersections for left hand turns by 
cyclists traveling on the path. 

In response to a question about 
the cost of utility line burial, planners 
said it would add an additional $1 
million a mile to bury the utilities 
lines. In an answer to questions 
about how the path would be kept 
clear of snow and debris, it was 
estimated that that would cost 
$2,000 per mile per year.

Councilman Cimperman said 
$100,000 has been allocated for 
the initial planning. Subject to the 
plan’s approval, an additional $1 
million would be needed to work 
on the design and engineering of 
the project.  If that receives the 
necessary approval, then the city 
would have to apply for an additional 
$17.3 million to build the project.
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, December 8, 2013; Community Service Alliance Benefi t, 
Pilgrim Church, W. 14th Street: Madison Motz, age 8, Emily Motz, age 
6, and Max Motz, age 3, sit on their sitter, Melanie Arehart’s lap, while 
helping to sell a book, Where is My Dee-Chee?, written by their mother, 
Allison Motz. Madison and Emily say they are both featured in the book 
illustrated by their aunt, artist Carolyn Huber. In the book, the children 
explore places in Cleveland while they look for a lost dee-chee. The 
Community Service Alliance helps provide housing, job assistance 
and personal, behavioral and spiritual support for men transitioning 
out of homelessness.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, December 7, 2013; Detroit Shoreway Neighbors’ Holiday 
Party, Gordon Square Arcade, 6516 Detroit Avenue: Alanna Brumfi eld, 
age 6, and Richie Broomfi eld, age 23 months, visit with Santa. The 
Holiday Party, which featured refreshments, music and free gifts for 
the children, was sponsored by Neighborhood Connections and the 
Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization.

             PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 14, 2013; Wrapped in Tradition, a Gordon Square 
Holiday Event, Gordon Square Farmers’ Market, Gordon Square 
Arcade, Detroit Avenue at W. 65th Street: Delia Klein, age 2, ventures 
through the Farmers’ Market with a parent close behind.
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Near West Side Community Council members step up 
to the plate to get involved with investment schools
by Chuck Hoven

Members of the Near West Side Com-
munity Council (NWSCC) have stepped 
up to the plate to get involved in working 
to assure that the effort to improve the 
academic performance of students in 
Near West Side investment schools 
proves to be a success.

NEWS ANALYSIS
NWSCC member Esperanza, led by 

Executive Director Victor Ruiz, will serve 
as the lead agency for three investment 
schools on the Near West Side of Cleve-
land: Lincoln West High School, Walton 
School and Luis Muñoz Marin School.

The West Side Community House 
(WSCH), led by Executive Director Dawn 
Kolograf, and also a NWSCC member, 
will serve as the lead agency for H. Bar-
bara Booker School.

Juliana Cole, who as Community 
Network Weaver for the Stockyards, 
Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn Centre Com-
munity Development Offi ce, helped to 
recruit members for the NWSCC, is now 
the education point person for United 
Way, working with all seveneen invest-
ment schools in the City of Cleveland.

Lisa Baskin and Judith Lozada, 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

staff from the Department of Family and 
Community Engagement, have also 
been involved in the NWSCC. They are 
now helping to organize meetings at the 
investment schools.

In addition some of the principals 
and staff members of the investment 
schools have attended meetings and 
developed relationships with community 
members and social service agencies as 
a result of the NWSCC. The NWSCC 
has been working for the past several 
years to bring together organizations 
and individuals in the community to focus 
their talents and resources to provide a 
supportive community for neighborhood 
youths. The organization has put in place 
the groundwork to help the investment 
schools achieve their goal of using a 
community wrap around strategy to bring 
social service and community resources 
to focus on addressing student needs.

Esperanza Executive Director Victor 
Ruiz says United Way has made a 
three-year commitment to the investment 
schools. Currently, using funds from 
United Way, the lead agencies are hiring 
site coordinators. The Site Coordinators 
will serve as point persons to work with 
school principals, school staff mem-
bers, parents, students and community 
members in identifying school needs 
and helping to recruit organizations and 
individuals to help fi ll those needs. Ruiz 
says he has already hired a site coordi-
nator for Walton School and expects to 
hire site coordinators for Lincoln West 
and Luis Muñoz Marin soon. West Side 
Community House Executive Director 
Dawn Kolograf says she hopes to hire a 
site coordinator for H. Barbara Booker 
School by mid January. 

The three-year effort to create a sup-
portive and coordinated community of 
resources and volunteers to effectively 
target needed resources to improve 
academic performance will now move 
forward. Ruiz hopes that with both Espe-
ranza and West Side Community House 
continuing as members of the Near West 
Side Community Council they can help 
each other by comparing notes and best 
practices as the community wrap around 
strategy is implemented in Near West 
Side investment schools. 
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OBAMACARE? 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT?
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HEALTH INSURANCE?

Call us, we can help! 
216.281.0872

Quality healthcare for all!  
Se habla Español!

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, December 17, 2013; Christmas Concert, Franklin Circle Christian Church, 1688 Fulton Road: Lake 
Catholic High School Concert Band, the Lake Catholic Choir and the Franklin Circle Christian Church Choir 
joined to perform a free Christmas Concert.

             PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 14, 2013; Wrapped in Tradition, a Gordon Square 
Holiday Event, W. 67th and Detroit Avenue: Caleb Landis of the 
University of Akron Culinary Artists Club works on an ice sculpture.

Despite competitive City Council 
race only 14.1% of registered 
voters go to polls in Ward 14

Brian Cummins squeaked out a 
victory over Brian Kazy by 19 votes 
in the Ward 14 City Council race, the 
City of Cleveland’s most competitive 
City Council race this year. Cummins 
managed to get 953 votes to Kazy’s 
934. Interestingly 105 individuals 
cast ballots, but didn’t vote in the City 
Council race. Only 1,992 individuals, or 
14.1% of the 14,101 registered voters in 
the ward, cast ballots on Election Day.

One can speculate as to why so few 
people in Ward 14 voted, or even if all 
the registered voters still live in the ward 
hit hard by foreclosures and demolished 
houses. However, the numbers show 
that the number of people casting ballots 
in Ward 14 is lower than nearby wards.

In Ward 15 where Councilman 
Matt Zone was running unopposed, 
he received more votes 2, 107 than 
both the candidates combined in the 
competitive Ward 14 race. The total 
number of voters casting ballots in Ward 
15 was 2,867, with 760 individuals 
understandingly not voting in the one 
candidate council race.

In Ward 3, a total of 2,800 ballots 
were cast  with Joe Cimperman 
receiving 1,881 votes, Carrie J. Kurutz 
receiving 752 votes, write in candidate 
Frank Giglio receiving 8 votes, and 159 
voters choosing not to vote in the City 
Council race.

In Ward 11, a total of 2,881 ballots 
were cast with Dona Brady receiving 
2,141 votes, Michael Masterson 
receiving 645 votes and 95 people 
casting ballots but choosing not to vote 
in the City Council race.

In Ward 12, a total of 2,926 people 
voted, with Anthony Bracatelli received 
1,852 votes, Roz McAllister receiving 
698 votes and 376 people casting ballots 
but choosing not to vote in the City 
Council race.

In Ward 13 (largely in the Old 
Brooklyn neighborhood) 3,982 people 
cast ballots, nearly twice as many as cast 
ballots in Ward 14. Kevin Kelley won 
the Council race with 2,425 votes, Joe 
Gigante received 1,403 votes, and 154 
people that cast ballots chose not to vote 
in the City Council race.

and determined that 36% of the 
real property value in the City of 
Cleveland was exempt or abated. 

In just nine years the value of tax 
exempted or tax abated property 
in the City of Cleveland has grown 
from 36% to 44.9% of the total 
real property value in the city.  
Cleveland’s portion of exempted 
and abated property is signifi cantly 
higher than Cuyahoga County’s 
percentage of exempt or abated 
real property value which now sits at 
20.2%. In turn, Cuyahoga County’s 
percentage is higher than the state 
as a whole. 

The study focuses on Cleveland’s 
two large nonprofi t  hospitals 
Cleveland Clinic and University 
Hospitals, which together in 2012 
had exempt property worth $2 billion 
in value in Cuyahoga County. Of that 
tax exempt property $1.6 billion of it 
is located in the City of Cleveland. 
This fi gure, up signifi cantly from the 
2003 value of exempt properties 
owned by the two hospital systems 
reported at $960 million. The report 
states that the figure is likely to 
continue to grow as the hospitals 
have pending applications for 
tax exemptions on newly built or 
acquired properties.

The Policy Matters Ohio study 
estimates if the two large non 
profi t hospital systems were to pay 
property taxes on their properties in 
Cleveland it would mean the yearly 
collection of an additional $34.2 
million in property taxes in the City 
of Cleveland, the Cleveland schools’ 
portion of that amount would be an 
additional $20.5 million per year. 
According to the study, the $20.5 
million in property taxes if paid by the 
two hospital systems would amount 
to “nearly 30 percent of the annual 
amount that the school district’s 15 
–mill levy approved by voters last 
year was expected to generate.”

State Representat ive Mike 
Foley, who helped to create the 
organization Common Good Ohio, 

said the health care sector is the 
largest driver of the local economy 
and hospitals are huge owners of 
land in the City of Cleveland. With 
the amount land they own in the City 
of Cleveland, their nonpayment of 
property taxes has a huge impact on 
the City of Cleveland and its schools 
system, said Foley. 

Representative Foley said the 
expectation is that the amount 
of uncompensated charity care 
provided by the two large hospitals 
will “go way down” as a result 
of Medicaid expansion and the 
implementation of the national 
Affordable Care Act. This charity 
care is part of the justifi cation for the 
property tax exemption given to the 
hospital systems.

Cleveland Teachers Union 
President David Quolke called for 
hearings in Cleveland City Council 
and greater community discussion 
on the creation of a PILOT program. 
He said discussions about the 
provision of wrap around services 
by the hospitals would be a good 
start for dialogue about the creation 
of a PILOT program. He said there 
are no shortage of opinions as to 
whether the dollars from the two 
hospitals should come in the form 
of cash or in kind services.

Common Good Ohio Chairperson 
Shearer referred to the sacrifi ces of 
Clevelanders to pay for the 15-mill 
levy passed last year and said “It is 
crazy to ask the every day person 
to pay more if these large nonprofi ts 
are not chipping in.”

Quolke and Shearer called for 
dialogue in Cleveland City Council 
and at the Cleveland School Board 
to begin the process of gaining 
support for a PILOT program. 
Quolke noted the sacrifi ces made 
by Cleveland voters to support 
the schools at a time when “most 
residents are struggling to make 
ends meet.”  Referencing the Policy 
Matters Ohio report, Quolke called 
on the “large nonprofi ts to support 
our schools and our children.”

Zach Schiller of Policy Matters 
Ohio noted the presence of PILOT 
programs in other cities. He said 

hospitals similar to Cleveland Clinic 
and University Hospitals, such as 
Massachusetts General in Boston/
Cambridge, were making payments 
in lieu of taxes now. Referring to 
the PILOT program, he said, “It is 
something being done in other cities. 
Look at other places and see what 
should be done in Cleveland.” He 
urged those present to look at the 
full report at www.policymattersohio.
org.

Representative Foley, seeing 
Cleveland City Councilman Terrell 
Pruitt in the audience, put him on the 
spot -- asking him if he would support 
hearings in Cleveland City Council on 
the PILOT Program. Councilman Pruitt 
said, “I defi nitely think this is important. 
Something we need to look at. I’m on 
board to fi nd out more about this issue.” 

Cleveland Teachers Union President 
Quolke asked that letters be written to 
the Cleveland School Board encouraging 
them to take up this issue. He said, “We 
want to make sure this issue gets a fair 
hearing.”
Editor’s Note: The next meeting of 
Common Good Ohio is on Monday, 
January 6th at 5:30 p.m. at St. Clair 
Superior Development, 4205 St. 
Clair Avenue. Residents interested 
in working to help form a PILOT 
program are urged to attend. To get 
involved, contact Michael Cook at 
mcook@commongoodohio.org or 
at 216-262-6343.

PILOT PROGRAMPILOT PROGRAM
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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                 PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Sunday, October 10, 1915, Brookside Park: White Autos beats Omaha Lexus 11 to 6 in front of an estimated crowd of 115,000.

Efforts underway to renovate and restore historic Brookside Stadium to playable condition
by Darren T. Hamm
Plain Press Contributor

Similar to many ballparks across 
North America, Brookside Stadium 
lies in slumber as a remnant of 
sports history and only a shadow of   
its former glory. Its past grandeur 
is recalled today only by the tale 
of elderly Clevelanders, or in faint 
references within history books. 

But the iconographic image that 
many have seen of what could be 
the largest attendance in all of sports 
leaves Brookside Stadium with a 
legendary story to be told, and an 
endangered ballpark to be brought 
back to life.

But efforts are being made to 
renovate Brookside Stadium and 
restore the stadium to a playable, 
yet historic condition. The project 
is a partnership by the Cleveland 
City Councilman Brian Cummins 
(Ward 14), the Stockyards Clark- ‐
Fulton Brooklyn Centre Community 
Development Offi ce and dedicated 
spectators and players alike.

Cummins said that initial estimates 

have been received on potential 
plans with a range of costs and they 
are being reviewed.

 An important part of the project 
involves collecting the history of the 
ballpark as told by area residents 
and their descendants. Residents 
can relay their memories and 
stories of Brookside Stadium by 
contacting the author of this article 
(dandjhamm@sbcglobal.net; 216-
741-7990). Volunteers also are 
welcome.

The natural amphitheatre that 
makes up what is now Brookside 
Stadium and throughout Brookside 
Park can be credited to a fortunate 
set of geological circumstances.  
Ancient glaciers retreating carved 
a deep bowl from the earth. The 
fertile valley lands of the park 
would have been traversed by early 
Native American visitors, farmed 
by the regions fi rst white settlers, 
and eventually became part of 
the original lands establishing the 
Cleveland Metroparks system in 
1894.

In  t he  yea rs  t ha t  f o l l ow, 
documentation shows that Brookside 
Stadium was enjoyed by local 
residents and had already begun 
hosting large audiences.  Plans 
had begun to develop an athletic 
fi eld in June of 1898.  Brookside 
Park hosted what was referred to 
as a season-opening concert of the 
Great Western Band that attracted 
residents from “all the West and 
South Side,” according to published 
reports.

In October 1908, Cleveland City 
Clerk Peter Witt made a presentation 
to the Cleveland Athletic Club, 
suggesting that Brookside Park 
needed an athletic complex to take 
advantage of the gift of the natural 
terrain. Published articles say Witt 
envisioned a 100,000 seat stadium 

that would be the “largest meeting 
place in the world” to attract the 1912 
Olympic Games.

The plan was to begin with seating 
for 25,000, eventually expanding to 
encompass the entire hillside and 
surround a 750- ‐foot by 500- ‐foot 
athletic fi eld. 

In fact, expecting this grandiose 
vision to be embraced, by the time 
Peter Witt was making his appeal to 
the Athletic Club, the hillsides had 
already been graded and leveled by 
the City’s parks department.

By the end of November 1908, Witt 
had made the offi cial announcement 
that the first section of concrete 
seating would be installed and within 
a year the “mammoth” stadium 
would be complete. 

Sadly only a portion of this plan 
would be realized, and never to the 
extent that would have attracted the 
Olympic Games.

 Regardless of discussions 
o f  e l abo ra te  i n f r as t r uc tu re 
improvements, on May 2, 1909, 
Brookside Stadium hosted a 
double- ‐header for opening day 
of the Cleveland League, the fi rst 
game between the Ohio A C’s versus 
the Commadores and the second 
between McWatters-Dolan and the 
Treadways.

The offi cial dedication ceremonies 
of Brookside Stadium took place on 
May 29, 1909 and consisted of a 
15-mile City Marathon originating 
in Gordon Park and finishing on 
the main fi eld, other track and fi eld 
competitions (shot put, pole vaulting, 
etc.) involving 152 participants 
representing 12 gymnasiums, an act 
by Minnie the Brookside elephant 
who performed between events, and 
a concert from Rossini’s band who 
“sent waltzes and two steps singing 
through the air.” 

The thousands that lined the 
hillsides were seated on a “circus- ‐
like” arrangement of wooden bench 
seating that outlined the fi eld.

Though it was not widely covered, 
it is understood that Brookside 
Stadium likely held a number of 
sporting events over the next several 
years. This was especially likely 
noting the popularity of amateur 
league baseball, the prevalence of 
local teams, and the reputation that 
Brookside had would have garnered 
as a premier fi eld.  

Local interests culminated in 1914 
and 1915, when Brookside Stadium 
hosted three games, all amateur 
championships, that would mark it 
forever as a historical ballpark.
• On Sunday, September 20, 

1914, the Telling Strollers beat 
Hanna’s Cleaners (aka the Hanna 
Street Cleaners) 8 to 3 in front of 
an estimated audience of 100,000 
(printed attendance of 90,000 to 
100,000).
• On Sunday, October 3, 1915, 

White Autos played Johnstown, PA 
to a crowd of 100,000 on- ‐lookers.
• But it was the final game of 

the season on Sunday, October 
10, 1915, that found White Autos 
beating Omaha Lexus 11 to 6 in 
front of an estimated crowd of 
115,000 that has drawn the greatest 
amount of interest and put Brookside 
Stadium on the map for sports fans 
worldwide.

These matches, sponsored by 
local businesses, were free to 
the public and would have drawn 
attendees from all sides of the city. In 
fact the greatest barrier to marking 
Brookside Stadium as the home of 
the largest event in amateur, and 
possibly in the entirety of sports 
history, is the absence of a formal 
accounting of this attendance. 

The best historical records 
that remain are four impressive 
panoramic photographs wi th 
dates and an estimated number 
of attendees inscribed.  Many 
have seen these photos on display 
at Sokolowski’s University Inn in 
Tremont.

Over the next decade, Brookside 
Stadium would host a number 
of events, from semi-pro football 
games, to community gatherings 
and even a concert by the world 
famous John Philip Sousa Band 
in 1917. 

As  p ro fess iona l  baseba l l 
continued to gain popularity, and 
economic times changed, Brookside 
would have become a more informal 
place for sporting matches that 
would include youth league play 
and practice. 

Ultimately over the next half- ‐
century, the Stadiums infrastructure 
would erode and due to the lack of 
investment, the fi eld would fall into 
disrepair.

In the early 1980’s, a number 

of dedicated citizens--many of 
whom were descendants of those 
who played at Brookside during 
the legendary days-- lobbied 
Cleveland City Council and the 
City of Cleveland to completely 
rehabilitate the Stadium and have 
the park accepted by the Landmarks 
Commission as an Historical Site. 

Unfortunately their effort faced 
great odds and Brookside Stadium, 
then known only as “Diamond #1”, 
was eliminated from regular city 
play and funding. Instead it was 
offered for consideration to become 
a parking lot for the Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo.

During the reconstruction of 
the Fulton Road Bridge in 2007, 
Brookside Stadium was used as 
a staging ground for materials 
and equipment by the Kokosing 
Construction Co., which resulted in 
signifi cant damage. 

Upon completion of the bridge, 
the fi eld was backfi lled with clay 
and spread with grass, leaving it in 
very poor drainage and ultimately in 
an unplayable state as it lies today.
Editor’s Note: [Among the sources 
examined for this story were articles 
in the Plain Dealer, entries in the 
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, 
and articles on the following websites: 
w w w. c l e v e l a n d a r e a h i s t o r y.
com, www.Suite101.com, www.
clevelandhardbal l .com, www.
baseball- fever.com.]

for 450 students. The Orchard 
STEM School has 329 students 
enrolled with a capacity for 450 
students. Each empty seat means 
the district will be forced to either 
go without matching funds from the 
State of Ohio when it builds beyond 
the projected 12,000 seats, or build 
buildings in some neighborhoods 
without enough seats to serve 
the projected population of that 
neighborhood. 
RECRUITMENT UNDERWAY

 To that end the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District has 
a number of strategies it hopes 
will attract students back to the 
school district. With the newly 
passed levy, the school district 
has promised to add resources to 
improve its academic programs. The 
school district hopes to improve its 
academic performance and point 
out the serious lack of academic 
performance in some charter 
schools with which it competes for 
students.

The CMSD department of Family 
and Community Engagement 
has hired coordinators to help 
meet with parents and students in 
charter schools to persuade them to 
reconsider their decision and come 
back to the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District. It has developed 
a portfolio of schools for those 
coordinators to show to parents to 
help them fi nd a school that will work 
for their child. Danny Kelly, formerly 
a resource coordinator at Lincoln 
West’s Community Wrap Around 
Academy, is the coordinator for this 
effort on the West Side of Cleveland.

INVESTMENT SCHOOLS
The school district has also 

joined forces with United Way to 
implement a Community Wrap 
Around Strategy in 17 investment 
schools in the school district. These 
schools represent some of the 
district’s schools with the greatest 
academic challenges. United Way 
has chosen lead agencies for each 
of the 17 investment schools. Five 
schools are investment schools on 
the West Side of Cleveland.  Four 
of them are in the area served by 
the Plain Press: Lincoln West High 
School, Luis Muños Marin, Walton, 
and H. Barbara Booker.

Esperanza is the lead agency 
at three of these schools: Lincoln 
West, Luis Muñoz Marin and Walton. 
West Side Community House is 
the lead agency at H. Barbara 
Booker. The lead agencies are 
currently in the process of hiring site 
coordinators for these schools.  The 
site coordinators will be charged with 
doing a needs assessment at each 
school, and working with school 
principal, school staff, parents and 
students to help link the school to 
resources to fi ll unmet needs at the 
school.

School  s ta f f ,  parents  and 
community members from Lincoln 
West, Marin, and Booker had 
a chance to meet and discuss 
qualifi cations they would like to see 
in their site coordinators in meetings 
held in December 2013. Esperanza 
has already hired a site coordinator 
for Walton School and expects to 
hold a community meeting in early 
January 2014 to introduce the new 
coordinator to the community.

NEW CLEVELAND SCHOOLS OPENNEW CLEVELAND SCHOOLS OPEN
continued from page 3continued from page 3
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         PHOTO BY ELBA MARCANO
November 2013, Family Medicine Education Consortium, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: (L-R) Lincoln West 
High School Seniors Kamelia Premsook and Amber Douglas made presentations on two projects: Project 
Eliminating Discrimination Against Physical Disabilities and Project Miracles.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Wednesday, December 4, 2013; Almira K-8 Academy Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony, 3375 W. 99th Street: This piece of artwork was preserved 
from the old Almira School and incorporated into the new building by 
architects from the fi rm Madison and Madison. The original Almira 
School was built in 1916 and designed by architect Walter McCornack.

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a 
check or money order with your 
ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 
25th #500 Cleveland, OH 44113. 
For more information call Tom 
Sheehan at (216) 621-3060 or 
email plainpressads@yahoo.
com.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Rental Information Center: 216-
432-0609.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

IMPROVE SOCIETY
Help to improve our society. 
Read and heed Deuteronomy 
28 of the King James Version. 
Act by supporting a theonomic 
constitutional amendment.

REAL ESTATE
CASH for Houses, Any Condition 
(UGLY is OK), Any Location. 216-
533-3181.
I BUY HOUSES in “As is” Condition 
for Cash! Call Pat at 216-324-3934.

SERVICES
A A A - A r k  PA I N T I N G  A N D 
HANDYMAN SERVICE: interior 
paint ing,  porches and home 
maintenance 23 yrs. experience. 
Please call for an estimate and leave 
a message with your name and 
phone number at (216) 678-0628.

DBE Contracting opportunities / Innerbelt Project 

 SANDSTONE WALKS AND PIERS STEEL BRIDGE BEAM ERECTION 

 PAVERS    BRIDGE PAINTING 

 SEEDING   BRIDGE SEALING 

 LANDSCAPING   BRIDGE SIP METAL DECKING 

 SWPP INSTALLATION  GABIONS 

 SIDEWALKS   CANOPY STEEL ERECTION 

 CURBS    CONCRETE AND PAVING 

 CONCRETE PAVEMENT  MATERIAL SUPPLY 

 ASPHALT PAVEMENT, MILLING PIPE SUPPLY 

 FENCE    OFFICE, SAFETY SUPPLIES 

 GUARDRAIL   CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES 

 ORNAMENTAL RAILING  SMALL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 

 TEXAS BRIDGE RAILING  SUPPLY 

Call 330.220.3983 or email: tgr.dbeoutreach@tgrventure.com

Cleveland, Ohio 44109. Continental 
breakfast and snacks will be provid-
ed.  To register you and your child, 
contact (216) 202-0784.

RECYCLING
HOLIDAY LIGHTS RECYCLING will be 
held until January 10th, Monday – Friday 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm at the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste District, 4750 East 
131 St., Garfi eld Heights.  For more 
information, visit www.cuyahogaswd.org 
or call 216-443-3707.

SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT

THE HISPANIC BUSINESS CENTER 
offers training and counseling in Small 
Business Fundamentals that are free 
and open to everyone.  The center 
works with individuals from all commu-
nities while retaining a special compe-
tency for assisting Spanish-speaking 
entrepreneurs.   To learn more about 
accounting/bookkeeping, business plan 
development and other topics, call 216-
281-4422, email info@hbcenter.org or 
visit hbcenter.org.

FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FREE TAX PREPARATION SERVICES 
are being offered by Cuyahoga County 
and the Cuyahoga Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) Coalition at the County’s 
Westshore Neighborhood Family Ser-
vice Center (NFSC), located at 9830 
Lorain Ave on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 pm to 7 pm., and Saturdays 
from 9 am to noon.  To schedule an 

P L A I N  P R E S S  C O M M U N I T Y  B O A R DP L A I N  P R E S S  C O M M U N I T Y  B O A R D

continued from page 2continued from page 2
appointment, contact United Way First 
Call for Help online at www.211.org or 
call 211.  All returns will be screened 
for eligibility for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit and the Child Tax Credit. To qual-
ify, tax-payers must have a 2013 earned 
income less than $51,567, and must be 
fi ling a simple return.   For more informa-
tion, please visit www.refundohio.org or 
www.cjfs.cuyahogacounty.us.

VETERANS BENEFITS
EDUCATION BENEFITS, EMPLOY-
MENT ASSISTANCE, VA HEALTH-
CARE, Financial Assistance, Ohio 
Veterans Bonus, and Ohio Veterans 
Homes are available for veterans 
by calling 877-644-6838, option 1, 
or searching for Cuyahoga when 
visiting dvs.ohio.gov.

Lincoln West students shine in the city of Brotherly Love
In November of 2013, two Lincoln-

West High School students, Kamelia 
Premsook and Amber Douglas, 
made presentations at the Family 
Medicine Education Consortium 
(FMEC) in Philadelphia, PA.

During the Poster Presentation 
segment of the three-day regional 
meeting, Amber Douglas, a Lincoln 
West Senior, presented Project 
Eliminating Discrimination Against 
Physical Disabilities (EDAPD) while 
Kamelia Premsook, also a Lincoln 
West Senior, presented Project 
Miracles.

“Although nervous, I welcomed 
the opportunity to report on what 
our committee learned about 
Eliminating Discrimination Against 
Physical Disabilities,” confi dently 
said Douglas.  Highlights of the 
project were advocating on behalf 
of students with physical disabilities 
and bringing awareness of the daily 
barriers faced by wheelchair-bound 
students.  

“I was so excited to share the 
truth about alcoholism and the 
important role that love, education 
and success play in the recovery 
process,” said Premsook about 
her report on Project Miracles.  
Her committee worked closely 
with Nereida Diaz, a Prevention 
Education Specialist from Hispanic 
UMADAOP, to understand the risk 
factors of alcoholism and to promote 
the protective factors for healthy 
lifestyles.

Over the past school year, 
Lincoln-West High School with 
the assistance of Northeast Ohio 
Medical University and the Hispanic 
Urban Minority Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse Outreach Program 
(UMADAOP) developed a Health 
Profession Affinity Community 
(HPAC) to promote and educate high 
school students about community 
health issues.

“As a result of this collaboration, 
our HPAC formed two committees 
and designed posters to educate 
students on Alcohol/Drug Abuse 
and Physical Disabilities,” said Elba 
Marcano, Bilingual Instruction Aid 
and HPAC Advisor at Lincoln-West 
High School. 

Other HPAC students, who 
were unable to attend the regional 
meeting, but contributed to the 
success of the poster presentations, 
were Rogio Nerio, Danielle Harris, 
and Whitney Morgan.

The FMEC sponsors an annual 
meeting that brings together family 
physicians from academic and 
community-based practices, family 
medicine residents, and medical 
students. 

“This 14-State northeast regional 
meeting provides a forum for 
participants to share information 
about educational, clinical, policy 
and research issues affecting primary 
health care,” said Gina Weisblat, Ph.D., 
Director of Education for Service, 
Northeast Ohio Medical University.




