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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, December 11, 2014; H. Barbara Booker 
School’s Holiday Musical Program, 2121 W. 67th Street:  
After visiting with Santa, this student accepts a gift 
from Mrs. Claus.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, December 11, 2014; H. Barbara Booker School’s Holiday 
Musical Program, 2121 W. 67th Street:  Students express their joy and 
friendship as they await a visit from Santa.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, December 9, 2014; Reception to announce grants to Gordon 
Square food businesses, Daily Press, 6604 Detroit Avenue: Daily Press 
owner Jodi Rae Santosusso serves up some cold-pressed juice.

         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 20, 2014; The Cleveland Ferguson Stance, Cudell Recreation Center, West Boulevard 
and Detroit Avenue: Protesters from Ferguson, Missouri and Cleveland met at this memorial to twelve year 
old Tamir Rice to stand together with the families of Tamir Rice and Tanisha Anderson – two Clevelanders 
killed by Cleveland police during the month of November.

Grants awarded to help food businesses 
in Gordon Square Arts and “Eats” District

Charter One Foundation, Ward 
15 Councilman Matt Zone and 
the Detroit Shoreway Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
announced the awarding of seven 

grants totaling $25,000 to food 
businesses in the Gordon Square 
Arts District. The grants, ranging from 
$2,200 to $4,000, were awarded to 
four new food businesses and to 

three existing neighborhood food 
businesses.

At a December 9th reception at 
Daily Press at 6604 Detroit Avenue, 
the award sponsors announced 
their hopes that this investment 
will “help pave the way for the 
Gordon Squares Eats District with 
enhanced culinary options to further 
complement the blossoming arts 
and cultural development that is well 
established in Cleveland’s Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood.”

The food businesses receiving 
the awards and their proposed use 
of the awards are as follows:

• Daily Press – signage and 
interior renovations for the new 
fresh, organic, cold-pressed juice 
maker that opened on October 21 
at 6604 Detroit Avenue.

• Banter Beer and Wine – interior 
build out for the upcoming beer and 
wine shop and restaurant in the 
Cheerio Building at 7312 Detroit 
Avenue

• Local West – exterior signage 
and storefront enhancements for an 
upcoming craft sandwich and beer 
bistro at 7400 Detroit Avenue

• Agora Foods – storefront 
continued on page 8continued on page 8

Cleveland reacts to deaths of citizens 
as the result of police use of force

by Chuck Hoven 
The tragic death of 12-year old 

Tamir Rice on November 22nd at 
Cudell Recreation Center has had a 
profound affect on the citizens of the 
City of Cleveland. The impact of this 
event on Cleveland’s children is of 
special concern. Cleveland’s youth 

are ultra aware of what happened 
when two police offi cers pulled their 
vehicle within a few feet of Rice 
and an offi cer shot him within less 
than two seconds after exiting their 
vehicle.

NEWS ANALYSIS
Evidence of how the incident is 

weighing on the minds of Cleveland’s 
children is portrayed by questions 
children ask and the concern they 
portray. At a December 10th block 
club meeting at Simpson Church at 
W. 86th and Clark Avenue, a young 
girl asked her elderly neighbor if he 

CITY COUNCIL SAFETY COMMITTEE BEGINS HEARINGS ON U.S. DOJ CONSENT DECREE

continued on page 6continued on page 6
Collaborative for a Fair, Safe and Just 
Cleveland works for inclusion of citizens in 
efforts to reform Cleveland Division of Police
by Chuck Hoven

Over seventy people attended 
the December 20th meeting of 
the Collaborative for a Fair, Safe 
and Just Cleveland. The group’s 
agenda includes working on a set of 
demands to address excessive use 
of force by Cleveland police, and 
working to make sure citizens are 
stakeholders in a long-term solution 
to address the systemic problems 
found in the Cleveland Division of 
Police.

At the meeting, the Collaborative 
for a Fair, Safe and Just Cleveland 
broke into committees to work on 
critical areas of concern such as 
Social Justice, Community Policing 
and designing a Civilian Review 
Board with some teeth.

The Collaborative for a Fair, Safe 
and Just Cleveland began meeting 
two years ago to seek justice in 
the aftermath the death of Timothy 
Russell and Malissa Williams, 
who were killed when police fi red 
137 bullets into their vehicle after 
an extended chase. Russell and 
Williams were unarmed. 

The deaths of Russell  and 
Williams in 2012 were followed by 

a report by Ohio Attorney General 
Mike DeWine that indicated there 
were systemic problems in the 
Cleveland Police Department that 
contributed to their deaths. Mayor 
Frank Jackson’s administration 
refused to embrace the report 
insisting the problems were with 
individual officers not following 
orders and procedures. The United 
States Department of Justice also 
began to look into the Cleveland 
Division of Police. 

NEWS ANALYSIS
On December 4th, the United 

States Department of Justice Civil 
Rights Division and the United 
States Attorney’s Office for the 
Northern District of Ohio issued a 
58-page report titled Investigation 
of the Cleveland Divis ion of 
Police. The report in the form of 
a letter to Cleveland Mayor Frank 
Jackson concluded, “We have 
reasonable cause to believe that 
the Cleveland Division of Police 
engages in a pattern or practice 
of the use of excessive force in 
violation of the Fourth Amendment 

continued on page 4continued on page 4
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              PHOTO BY BECCA BRITTON
Trowbridge Avenue: The Jackson Family and their dog Stormy took 
advantage of the free pet care services offered by Project CARE for 
income eligible residents of the Clark Fulton and Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhoods. Free services include vaccinations, collar/leash, ID 
tags, spay-neuter and more. These services include free spay/neuter 
for stray cats. Project CARE is a program of the Cleveland Animal 
Protective League that is fully funded by American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA). To see if you are eligible 
for services for your pet call Becca Britton at 216-255-5012 or email 
bbritton@clevelandapl.org.

CONCERT
A CONCERT FOR PEACE, JUS-
TICE AND A NEW ROOF will be 
held on January 18th at 7 pm at 
Bethany Presbyterian Church at 
6415 West Clinton Ave.  Noah 
Budin and the Promised Band will 
perform songs of peace and justice 
in celebration of the birthday of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. A 
free will offering will be collected to 
help Bethany Presbyterian Church 
with a much needed new roof.  
Visit www.noahbudin.com or call 
(216)651-0040.

CAREERS IN THE TRADES
THE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
ACADEMY at the Cuyahoga Com-
munity College offers training in 
certifi cate programs at no cost to the 
student.  Eligible students receive 
this training as well as supportive 
services such as bus tickets, OSHA 
10 Certifi cate, up to $250 stipend 
week paid internship, private job 
fair, and an extension to full-time 
employment.  Programs are:  Pre-
cision Machine Technology (learn 
set-up and operation of milling ma-
chines, lathes and surface grinders) 
and Welding (Certified through 
American Welders Association in 
TIG and Stick Welding techniques). 
The short-term programs last 1 
semester.  Starting wages ranging 
from $12-15 per hour, depending 
on the program.  Students must be 
18-21 years old, have a HS diploma 
of GED, be a Cuyahoga County 
resident, and meet low income 
guidelines. Students must be dedi-
cated and motivated to successfully 
complete one of the programs and  
quickly transition into full-time em-
ployment.  Call (216) 987-3449 for 
more information.

SHEET METAL APPRENTICESHIP.  
Paid on-the-job, fi ve years.  Health 
insurance, classroom instruction, 
pension plan.  The Sheet Metal 
Workers’’ Local #33, Cleveland Dis-
trict will be accepting applications on 
Monday January 12 and February 9 
from 11:30 am to 6 pm at the Sheet 
Metal Workers’ Local #33 Training 

Center, 12525 Corporate Drive, Par-
ma 44130.  (Bring a photo id; must 
be at least 17 years of age. Proof of 
high school diploma or GED. $10 for 
application fee, no personal checks.)  
A test will be administered at a later 
date ($35), and an interview will be 
required.  Women and minorities are 
encouraged to apply.  For additional 
information, call the SMW Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Com-
mittee at (216) 267-0151 or email 
jatc33c@smw22jatc.org

EDUCATION
BREAKFAST WITH CLEVELAND 
TEACHERS UNION’S DAVID 
QUOLKE is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 24 from 10 
am to 12 noon at Carnegie West 
Public Library 1900 Fulton Road, 
44113.  For more information, 
visit Common Good Ohio at 
ht tp: / /www.commongoodohio.
org/.  You can also keep up with 
Common Good Ohio on Facebook.

COMPUTER CLASSES
THE ASC3 CONNECT YOUR 
COMMUNITY CENTER is open for 
business in its temporary home—the 
former Best Cuts space (between 
the CVS and Giorgio’s) in the 
Brooklyn Center plaza at Pearl 
and Archwood.  The Center will be 
closed for the holidays and reopen 
after January 5th.  All classes are 
free, and participants are able to get 
very affordable refurbished comput-
ers from RET3.  Free public WI-FI 
access is available as well.  The 
class schedule is posted, along with 
hours and contact information, at 
http://cyccenter.blogspot.com/.  For 
more information, contact Director 
Bill Callahan at (216)870-4736 or log 
onto connectyourcommmunity.org

CUDELL
 CUDELL’S ANNUAL MEETING.  
Cudell Improvement, Inc.’s 40th 
Annual Meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 
6:45 pm at Brennan’s Banquet 
Center, 13000 Triskett Road.  Free 
and open to the public, the event will 
feature an update on the improve-
ments happening at Edgewater 

Lakefront Metropark.  Giving the 
address will be Metroparks Board 
Member Debbie Berry who many of 
Cudell’s stakeholders know from her 
former employment with the City of 
Cleveland Planning Department and 
currently her position with University 
Circle, Inc.  A light supper will be 
served prior to the meeting.  
$400 GRAFFITI REMOVAL RE-
BATE AVAILABLE.  Residents and 
business owners in the Cudell Im-
provement service area are eligible 
for up to a $400 rebate for appropri-
ate removal of graffi ti on their private 
property.  A brief application must 
be completed and approved before 
removal can begin to be qualifi ed for 
a rebate on materials and/or con-
tracted labor.  Call (216)228-4383 or 
stop by either of the Cudell offi ces 
at 9821 Lorain or 9801 Denison for 
an application.  If you spot graffi ti 
on a public surface (such as a pole, 
bridge pier, public building, etc.), 
call (216)664-2000 and the City 
Hall Operator will accept your com-
plaint. Have the address or nearest 
address available tor the complaint 
or the pole number.  Keep in mind 
that graffi ti removal from brick or 
other masonry surfaces may be con-
strained by freezing temperatures.  

FEAST OF 
THE THREE KINGS

CELEBRATE THE FIESTA DE 
REYES on January 9 at 3115 
Scranton Rd.  (Hispanic UMADAOP 
Youth Center) from 6 pm to 9:30 pm.  
Doors open at 5:30 pm.  Sponsored 
by the City of Cleveland and Com-
munity Relations Board.  Register 
by calling (216)664-6248.

FIRST ENERGY
NO COAL BAILOUTS PUCO 
HEARING: Attend a public hearing 
to oppose FirstEnergy’s request 
for dirty energy bailouts in Ohio! 
The hearing room will be held at 
Tuesday, January 20,  2015, at 6:00 
p.m. Cleveland City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 2nd Floor, Room 216, 
601 Lakeside Avenue,  44114. For 
more information: Neil.Waggoner@
SierraClub.org

FOOD BANK
APPLY FOR SNAP (food stamps), 
and other assistance programs, and 
fi nd a pantry, hot meal or produce 
distribution near you. If you make 
less than from $1244 in gross 
monthly income for a one-person 
household (to $2986 for a fi ve-per-
son household), you may be eligi-
ble.  Apply over the phone (fastest) 
(216)738-2067 or (855)738-2067, 
or apply online at www.ohiobene-
fi ts.org

JUSTICE DEPT. REPORT
A LOCAL CONVERSATION ON 
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
REPORT will be held Saturday, 
January 17th from 8am-1pm at En-
hancement Ministries, Inc, at 5246 
Broadway Ave. 44127.  The four 
focus areas located on pages 28-58 
of the DOJ report are  “structural 
and systemic defi ciencies” that lead 
to “the use of unreasonable force.” 
A report  of the comments from the 
meeting will be presented to the City 

of Cleveland, City Council, various 
Council Committees, federal and 
state legislators and local media. For 
more information, contact Yvonka M. 
Hall at (216)802-8101 or email her 
at ymhall@msn.com. 

LA PLACITA FESTIVAL
The near west side’s fi rst weekly 
open air HISPANIC MARKET is set 
to open on May 2015.  La Placita is 
seeking vendors and entertainers 
of all kinds specializing in Lati-
no and Hispanic food, clothing, 
crafts, art, dance, music and much 
more.  For more information, contact 
Stockyard, Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn 
Centre Economic Development Co-
ordinator Maria Soucek at (216)961-
9073, x202.

LIBRARY REQUESTS
CHILDREN AND TEEN SPECIAL 
REQUESTS.  The Cleveland Public 
Library can help parents, school 
teachers and daycare personnel by 
pulling items for a theme or class 
assignment.  If your children or 
students are working on a specifi c 
topic or reading the same title, call 
the Library Youth Services Depart-
ment or your nearest Library branch.  
Any requests must be submitted 
two weeks in advance.  Visit cpl.
org/Teens.aspx,  the parents or 
teacher resources of the cpl.org/
kids.aspx, or call the library.  Local 
library branches include: Brooklyn 
(623-6920),  Carnegie West (623-
6927), Eastman (623-6955), Fulton 
(623-6969), Jefferson (623-7004), 
Lorain (623-7011), South (623-
7060),  South Brooklyn (623-7067), 
and Walz (623-7095).  Visit www.cpl.
org or call for branch information, 
including addresses and hours.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
FAMILY PRACTICE

CERTIFIED APPLICATION COUN-
SELORS are available at Neigh-
borhood Family Practice (NFP) to 
answer questions and help you 
choose an affordable health insur-
ance plan that’s right for you. This 
service is free and confi dential. Call 
today to schedule an appointment or 
drop-in at NFP’s Ridge Road offi ce 
on Monday and Tuesday from 3 – 7 
p.m.  Medicaid. (Children up to 18, 
ages 19-64 not on Medicare, preg-
nant women. Medicare recipients 
under different income rules may 
be eligible for support.  Must meet 
income guidelines.)  Affordable 
Care Act  Marketplace. (Not on 
Medicare or Medicaid, non-citizens 
lawfully present in the U.S.  Must 
meet income guidelines, fi nancial 
support is available).  Medicare. 

(Eligible for Social Security or rail-
road retirement benefi ts.  65+ or 
have received Social Security Dis-
ability for two years.)  Sliding Scale 
Deductible with Neighborhood 
Family Practice.  (Available for 
NFP patients based on ability to 
pay.  Must meet income guidelines.  
Helps NFP patients that may be 
covered by a commercial insurance 
with a high deductible or co-pays.)  
What should you bring:  Valid state 
ID or birth certifi cate, Social Secu-
rity Card, proof of address (recent 
utility bill is best),  proof of income 
(paystubs from the last 30 days,  
your 2013 Taxes or 1099,  W2), any 
other income (i.e. benefi ts, letter, 
unemployment letter, etc.), immi-
gration documentation (most recent 
documentation:  I-94, Green Card, 
Work Authorization, Naturalization, 
Visa). Contact Neighborhood Family 
Practice at 3569 Ridge Road, 44102, 
call (216) 281-0872 ext. 2020 Or visit  
www.nfpmedcenter.org NECESITA 
SEGURO MEDICO? Llame para 
hacer su cita hoy al (216) 281-0872.

PETS
C O M M U N I T Y A N I M A L R E -
TENTION EFFORT (PROJECT 
CARE)’S mission is to provide 
outreach support for pet owning 
residents with the goal of helping 
owners retain their pets, as well as 
providing spay/neuter services to 
reduce pet overpopulation. If you live 
in Clark-Fulton or Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhoods,  you may be eligible 
to receive FREE pet care services 
for your dogs and cats!  Eligibility 
requirements apply.  .  Free ser-
vices include:  Vaccinations, Collar/
leash,  ID tags, Spay-Neuter, and 
more!  These services also include 
free spay/neuter for STRAY CATS. 
CALL TODAY!! 216-255-5012  or 
mail bbritton@clevelandapl.org

STUDY ABROAD
THE 2015-2016 KENNEDY-
LUGAR YOUTH EXCHANGE 
AND STUDY (YES) ABROAD 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
provides full scholarships to 
American high school students to 
experience overseas communities 
and cultures, preparing students 
to collaborate on today’s global 
challenges such as human rights, 
community development, workforce 
development, climate change, and 
global health.  Sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
the YES Abroad program enables 
students to study for one academic 
year in countries that may include 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ghana, 
South Africa, India, Indonesia, 
Macedonia, Malaysia, Morocco, 
Oman, Philippines, Thailand, 
and Turkey. The merit-based 
scholarship covers domestic and 
international travel; applicable 
visa fees; medical benefi ts; room 
and board; tuition at the local 
high school; orientations; and 
fees for educational and cultural 
activities.  Participants in the 
program fully immerse themselves 
into the culture of their host 
family while attending local high 
school.  Interested students should 
visit www.yes-abroad.org to learn 
more the program and to apply. 
Contact the YES Abroad program 
at yesabroad@afsusa.org or 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!
3569 Ridge Rd. (at Ridge & Denison)  •  216.281.0872
2358 Professor Ave. (in Tremont)  •  216.334.2800
6412 Franklin Blvd. (corner of W. 65th St.)  •  216.961.2090
14037 Puritas Ave. (in Puritas Park Plaza)  •  216.928.1950

nfpmedcenter.org

NEED HEALTH 
INSURANCE?
IT’S TIME TO ENROLL IN AN AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH PLAN FOR 2015!

If you have questions about health insurance,  
the Affordable Care Act or Medicaid, call us,  
we can help!

216.281.0872
Se habla Español!

Visit the Plain Press Website at: www.plainpress.orgVisit the Plain Press Website at: www.plainpress.org

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, December 8, 2014; Grand Reopening of the Hispanic UMADAOP Youth Center, 3115 Scranton 
Road: Izabella Hernandez, age 8, checks out the new sports equipment received by the Hispanic UMADAOP 
Youth Center from Keep Playing Cleveland as a result of a donation from Greg Zashin. Zashin, age 13. 
asked that instead of gifts at his Bar Mitzvah that donations be made to Keep Playing Cleveland. 

Hispanic UMADAOP Youth Center celebrates grand reopening
The Hispanic Urban Minority 

Alcohol ism and Drug Abuse 
Outreach Program (UMADAOP) 
Youth Center at 3115 Scranton Road 
(formerly Gruss Hall), celebrated its 
grand re-opening on December 8th. 

Jonathan Rivera, the Hispanic 
UMADAOP Youth Center’s new 
director, who grew up just down 
the street from Gruss Hall, says 
he used friends and contacts 
from the community to help with 
the renovation of the Hispanic 
UMADAOP Youth Center prior to 
its reopening.

Rivera said friends that work 
at Sherwin Williams arranged the 
donation of 20 gallons of paint, 
planned the color scheme and 
volunteers from Sherwin Williams 
painted the interior walls.

Rosa Casiano of the City of 
Cleveland Recreation Department 
offered advice and helped to 
secure hoops, nets and tape for the 
basketball court.

Randy Balog, retired long time 
maintenance man at St. Michael’s 
Church – the Hispanic UMADAOP 
Youth Center’s landlord, secured 
the green light from St. Michael’s 
to make repairs, coordinated and 
supervised repairs to the roof, the 
installation of a new heating system, 
and the buffi ng and shining of the 
fl oor.

A local  landscaper,  Daniel 
Burnside volunteered his services 

fi xing up the exterior grounds around 
the center. 

Cleveland graphic artist, Luis 
Cabrera made the fl ier for the grand 
reopening and Joe Dee’s provided 
the pizza.

Fortune also smiled on the 
Hispanic UMADAOP Youth Center. 
Hispanic UMADAOP Executive 
Director Nelson Ramirez says that 
a movie crew fi lming the Michelle 
Knight story rented the parking lot 
for a weekend. The proceeds from 
the parking lot rental will pay for half 
the cost of having the parking lot 
paved and restriped, said Ramirez.

Jonathan Rivera introduced 
13-year-old Greg Zashin of Shaker 
Heights to the crowd at the opening. 
In lieu of gifts, Zaschin asked those 
attending his Bar Mitzvah to make a 
donation to Keep Playing Cleveland. 
The donations resulted in a basket 
full of sports equipment for the 
Hispanic UMADAOP Youth Center.

Daniel  Wasnick, Execut ive 
Director of Keep Playing Cleveland, 
also attended the re-opening 
ceremony. Keep Playing Cleveland 
(founded as part of an assignment in 
a John Carroll University Non Profi t 
Administration class by Wasnick, 
Laura Heaton, and Chetan Kapoor) 
provides sports equipment to help 
assure that youth centers serving 
low-income children have the 
resources for the children to play 
sports.

Lincoln West community reaches out with 
Christmas gifts for neighborhood youth

Lincoln West  High School 
students, faculty and staff helped 
to make Christmas time special 
for children in the Clark-Fulton 
neighborhood. A weeklong toy drive, 
spearheaded by Lincoln West senior 
Jangelis Rodriguez, culminated 
on December 19th.  Generous 
donations by students, faculty, staff 
and community partners resulted in 
cash donations of nearly $400. In 
total the drive resulted in over 250 
newly purchased or donated toys.

The Lincoln West community 
wishes to thank all that contributed 
to the successful toy drive including 
the Second District Police, Target at 
Steelyard Commons, City Life, and 
Lincoln West alumnus Sharlene 
Chesnes and her team at Interchez.

Also deserving of thanks are over 
twenty Lincoln West students that 
helped to wrap gifts in the main 
lobby of Lincoln West High School 
on December 19th.

Attention: Non Profit Community OrganizationsAttention: Non Profit Community Organizations
The Plain Press Community Guide will be published in the The Plain Press Community Guide will be published in the 
March issue. If your organization's name or phone number has March issue. If your organization's name or phone number has 
changed since last year, or if your organization is new, please changed since last year, or if your organization is new, please 
s e n d  u p d a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o :  p l a i n p re s s @ g m a i l . c o m .s e n d  u p d a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o :  p l a i n p re s s @ g m a i l . c o m .
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 20, 2014; Zone Recreation Center Christmas Party, W. 65th and Lorain Avenue: (L-R) 
Top Row: SJ Burton, age 1, Stephen Burton, and Stephon Burton, Age 15. Second Row Makayla Burton, age 
9, Christina Bruton and Kadence Burton age 4. Bottom seated at table: Sharonda Burton, age 2.  Christina 
Burton and her family are enjoying some food at the Christmas Party while awaiting the arrival of Santa 
Claus. Demetrius Oliver of Oliver Paralegal and Credit Restoration Services joined with Zone Recreation 
Center Manager Monica Lelutiu to plan the party and secure gifts for an expected 200 children.

of the United States Constitution. 
We have determined that structural 
and systemic deficiencies and 
practices – including insufficient 
accountability, inadequate training, 
ineffective policies, and inadequate 
engagement with the community—
contribute to the use of unreasonable 
force.”

On November 22nd, less than 
two weeks prior to the release of 
the Department of Justice Report, 
twelve year old Tamir Rice, a sixth 
grade student at Marion Seltzer 
School, was shot and killed by 
a Cleveland Police Officer while 
playing with a toy gun in the Cudell 
Recreation Center playground. 
Just ten days prior to the death of 
Tamir Rice, the family of Tanisha 
Anderson, watched her go limp and 
die as a police offi cer slammed her 
to the pavement. The family had 
called police for assistance in taking 
Anderson to the hospital for a mental 
health emergency.

The deaths of Rice and Anderson 
have added urgency to the effort 
to reform the Cleveland Police 
Department and seek justice for 
victims of police violence. The City of 
Cleveland has agreed in principle to 
enter into a consent decree with the 
United States Justice Department, 
which will be supervised by an 
independent monitor that reports to 
a federal judge. 

The Collaborative for a Fair, Safe 
and Just Cleveland has gained 
addit ional al l ies as evidence 
mounts of the systemic problems 
in the Cleveland Division of Police. 
Other social justice organizations 
in Cleveland such as the Task 
Force for Community Mobilization, 
Peace in the Hood, the Carl Stokes 
Brigade, the New Abolit ionist 
Association, the League to Abolish 
War, and the Metanoia Project 
had representatives in attendance 
as work ing members of  the 
Collaborative for a Fair, Safe and 
Just Cleveland’s committees.

Professor Rhonda Williams, 
the director of the Case Western 
Reserve University Social Justice 
Institute, urged members of the 
collaborative not only to think about 
standing up for the community 
interest now, but also to consider 
what to do after community’s 
demands have been met. 

Williams urged collaborative 
m e m b e r s  t o  d e m a n d  t h a t 
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
stakeholders, that are representative 
of diverse parts of the Cleveland 
community, be included as partners 
in the consent decree. She urged 
the Collaborative for a Fair, Safe and 
Just Cleveland to “demand standing 
so we have our people at the table 
when implementation takes place.”
Editor’s Note: The next meeting 
of the Collaborative for a Fair, 
Safe and Just Cleveland will be on 
Saturday, January 24th at 1 p.m. at 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Branch of 
the Cleveland Public Library, 1962 
Stokes Blvd.

COLLABORATIVE FOR A FAIR, SAFE AND JUST  CLEVELANDCOLLABORATIVE FOR A FAIR, SAFE AND JUST  CLEVELAND
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, December 11, 2014; H. Barbara Booker Holiday Party & Musical Program, 2121 W. 67th Street: A 
student sits in Santa’s lap and lets him know what she would like for Christmas. Later in her classroom 
she will receive a gift from Santa from her Christmas wish list. Sherwin-Williams’ employees purchased 
the gifts for the children. H. Barbara Booker staff member Paula Kasner coordinated the event, making 
sure to match each student with a Sherwin-William employee.

Ohio City residents  & stakeholders 
receive updates on future plans

H. Barbara Booker staff and Sherwin-Williams 
create a special holiday celebration for students

H. Barbara Booker School staff 
joined with employees of Sherwin-
Williams to create a special holiday 
celebration for students of the 
school at 2121 W. 67th.

The celebration began with the 
school choir led by director Cynthia 
Braun singing holiday songs while 
students in the audience at times 
sang along while awaiting the arrival 
of Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Retired H. Barbara Booker 
teacher, Karen Bush, dressed in a 
green and red outfi t, helped to prep 
the student for the arrival of Santa 
Claus asking them to listen for the 

sound of jingling bells that would tell 
them that Santa was near.

The delight in the children’s eyes 
was evident when Santa finally 
arrived. Children took turns sitting in 
his lap while Mrs. Claus gave each 
child a small gift.

Later in the day, Santa visited 
students in their classrooms where 

each student received a gift from 
their Christmas wish list. Sherwin-
Williams’ employees purchased 
the gifts for the children. H. Barbara 
Booker staff member Paula Kasner 
coordinated the event, working to 
match each student’s request with 
a Sherwin-William employee.
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by Chuck Hoven
Residents and stakeholders, 

attending a December 9th Ohio City 
Incorporated (OCI) Community 
Meeting at Franklin Circle Church, 
received updates on the Lorain 
Avenue streetscape plan and a plan 
for mixed use development at 3219 
Detroit Avenue. They also viewed 
a presentation on the Brite Winter 
Festival to be held on February 21st 
in the Ohio City Market District.

Ohio City Executive Director 
Tom McNair said that, in the initial 
going, the City of Cleveland and the 
Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 
had a lot of concerns about the 
proposed two way protected cycle 
lane for Lorain Avenue between 
W. 20th and W. 85th. McNair said 
a Gund Foundation sponsored trip 
to Indianapolis, Indiana to view a 
cycle track with similar right of way 
issues, helped to alleviate many of 
the City of Cleveland’s concerns 
about the track. McNair said those 
participating on the trip included the 
Mayor Frank Jackson’s chief of staff, 
a Lorain Avenue business owner, 
and a representative of St. Ignatius 
High School. 

McNair said Cleveland offi cials 
now feel the cycle track is doable. 
They wi tnessed how s imple 
pedestrian signals at intersections 
have worked to regulate traffi c on 
the cycle track in Indianapolis.

McNair said he expected the $1.3 
capital improvement plan for that 
stretch of Lorain Avenue to be ready 
in 4-6 weeks. He said the Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA) is excited about the 
project. McNair says Ohio City 
hopes to submit the plan to the City 
of Cleveland for inclusion in their 
2016 capital Improvement Plan.

McNair said some of the new 
ideas being incorporated into the 
plan include the possibility of raising 
the sidewalk so the cycle track and 
sidewalk are on different levels. 
Also, planners are now exploring 
having the cycle track to cross 
Lorain Avenue at W. 44th Street. 
McNair says because the number 
of curb cuts and the way the back 
alleys are confi gured, planners are 
now considering running the two-
way cycle track on the North Side of 
Lorain Avenue as originally planned 
from W. 20th to W. 44th Street and on 
the South side of Lorain from W 44th 
Street to Zone Recreation Center.

As for winter maintenance of the 
track, the plan is to have a small 
plow to clear the cycle track, said 
McNair. RTA would have its stops 
on the outside of the cycle track 
so patrons would not be exiting the 
buses right on the track.

Detroit Avenue Development
Ben Trimble, OCI Director of 

Real Estate and Commercial 
Development, talked about the site 
proposed for a new development at 
3219 Detroit Avenue. He said the 
site was the former Club Cleveland. 
The 20,000 square foot building on 
the site had roof damage.

Trimble then introduced Chip 
Marous of Vintage Development 
who has a proposal to develop the 
site. Marous said his plans call for 
a 60 apartments, 78 parking spots 
– half on the surface and half in a 
garage, and 4,000 square feet of 
retail space on the fi rst fl oor. He 
envisions the retail space being 
divided into four 1,000 square foot 
spaces. Parking for the building 
would be accessible from an alley 
off of W. 33rd Street. Marous said 
expects rents in the apartment units 
to be between $950 and $1,600 per 
month.

Several people in attendance 
voiced concern about the high 
rents proposed for the project and 
asked about affordable housing 
for low-income people. McNair 
stressed the importance of density 

along the Detroit corridor to help 
support retail businesses. He said 
another 240 united mixed income 
development would be announced 
soon for Detroit Avenue. He also 
cited development of single-family 
land bank lots in the neighborhood 
with a certain percentage being 
affordable housing units. He 
said plans for about 500 units of 
additional housing were in the works 
in the neighborhood and estimated 
that about 10% of those units 
would be affordable housing. He 
mentioned Welcome House would 
also be creating a residential unit in 
the neighborhood that would serve 
a low-income population.

Brite Winter Festival
Brite Winter Festival staff members 

Executive Director Brian Horsburgh 
and Director of Programming Justin 
Markert shared their plans for a free 
festival to be held on February 21st I 
from 4- 11 p.m. in the Market District. 
They said the bulk of the outdoor 
festivities would be in Market Park, 
on Market Street -- which will be 
closed to traffi c, and on the parking 
lot on W. 26th Street. Some indoor 
venues are planned for Great Lakes 
Brewery, Town Hall, Old Angle and 
Mitchell’s Ice Cream. The Mitchell’s 
Ice Cream location will feature family 
friendly entertainment.

Because of safety noise and 
safety concerns expressed by 
neighbors last year, there will be 
private security officers at each 
location. Also, to avoid open 
container violations as people 
travel from one venue to the next, 
the festival will not be selling beer 
mugs this year. To reduce parking 
congestion, organizers said they 
are encouraging those attending to 
take RTA, or ride bicycles if weather 
permits. They also hope to secure 
access to parking at St. Ignatius 
High School and Lutheran Hospital.

Markert said he is working on 
selecting a line up of bands for 
the event and expects to have a 
variety of musical choices for those 
attending the Brite Winter Festival.
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             PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 20, 2014; The Cleveland Ferguson Stance, Cudell 
Recreation Center, West Boulevard and Detroit Avenue: Laura Cowan 
holds a poster memorial to Tamir Rice, the 12 year old Cleveland boy 
who was shot by a police offi cer and killed on November 22nd near the 
spot where she is standing. People from Ferguson Missouri joined with 
Clevelanders to stand against police brutality and to honor the lives 
and memory of those who were killed by police. The group marched 
from Cudell to several West Side locations including the First Police 
District headquarters building.

had heard about the 12 year old 
boy, Tamir Rice, that died at Cudell 
playground. The neighbor replied 
that he had. The young girl then told 
him that Tamir Rice was her friend. 
She said Tamir Rice was in the sixth 
grade at Marion Seltzer and she was 
in the seventh grade. The school 
they both attended is just behind the 
playground where Rice was shot.

NEWS ANALYSIS
After witnessing the death of her 

mother at the hands of Cleveland 
Po l i ce ,  Tan isha  Anderson ’s 
daughter, Mauvion Green, a 16-
year old student at the Cleveland 
School of the Arts, was quoted in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer as saying, “I 
am hoping for a change in the police 
system. If they have a job to protect 
people, that’s what they should be 
doing.”

At the December 18th Cleveland 
Board of Education Meeting held 
at the Bard High School and Early 
College Program at W. 117th and 
Worthington, Angelique McGuire, a 
high school student in the school’s 
Social Justice Club, talked about the 
opportunity she had to meet with 
United States Attorney General Eric 
Holder. She said she participated in 
a discussion with Holder about the 
relationship between the community 
and police and about children and 
men getting killed by police. She 
talked about the opportunity she had 
to have her voice heard by Attorney 
General Holder and about how the 
Bard Social Justice Club planned 
to host a discussion at her school 
on the role of the community after 
the tragedy. She said she hoped 
students would share their opinions 
on how to change tomorrow – so 
tragedies like what happened to 
Tamir Rice won’t be repeated.

As the community wrestled with 
the aftermath of this tragedy, the 
United States Department of Justice 
released a fi fty-eight-page report 
on the excessive use of force by 
Cleveland Police Offi cers.

While the report did not address 
the most recent incidents of the 
use of force by police officers, 
recent incidents were on the minds 
of citizens and enhanced the local 
impact of the report. With police use 
of force involved in the death of Tamir 
Rice on November 22nd and the 
death of Tanisha Anderson ten days 
earlier, the impact of the report in 
Cleveland was magnifi ed. Anderson 
died shortly after Cleveland police 
offi cers slammed her to the ground 
when she resisted getting into a 
squad car. Anderson went limp while 
police manhandled her as her family 
watched in horror. Her family had 
called 911 for assistance in taking 
her to the hospital for a mental 
health emergency.

Clevelanders have rallied 
demanding action. Protesters 
organized by the New Abolitionist 
Association shut downtown 
streets in protest and fi lled a City 
Council meeting on December 
8th.  Numerous other protests 
and community meetings are in 
process.

Safety Committee
On December 10th City Council’s 

Safety Committee, chaired by 
Councilman Matt Zone, held 
a three-hour hearing of the 
Department of Justice’s recently 
released report on the Investigation 
of the Cleveland Division of Police 
(CDP) which concluded “that we 
have reasonable cause to believe 
that CDP engages in a pattern or 
practice of using excessive force in 
violation of the Fourth Amendment 
of the United States Constitution.” 

United States Attorney Steve 
Dettelbach of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ce for the Northern District 
of Ohio, who serves this region, 
explained to Cleveland City Council 
that in 2004 the United States 
Justice Department had brought 
up issues of a pattern and practice 
of excessive use of force by the 
Cleveland Division of Police. He 
said in 2004 the City of Cleveland 
entered into a voluntary agreement 
in which they promised to improve 
training of offi cers and develop a 
process to handle complaints of 
excessive use of force by police 
offi cers.

Dettelbach said it was unusual for 

a city to be back in the same place 
a decade later after a Pattern and 
Practice investigation. Given that, 
he said the goal of the Department 
of Justice is now to “make sure this 
time reforms are comprehensive 
and they are maintained and 
sustained over time.”

The 2014 Department of Justice 
Investigation of the Cleveland 
Division of Police includes 
reviews of over six hundred use 
of force incidents that occurred 
from 2010 to 2013. The Justice 
Department’s review included 
numerous interviews of citizens, 
police personnel, independent 
police experts, as well as input 
from community meetings. 
“Our independent investigation, 
conducted at the request of the 
Mayor and others, revealed 
troubling patterns of the use of force 
in the Cleveland Division of Police,” 
said U.S. Attorney Dettelbach. 

In reviewing his report for the 
Safety Committee of Cleveland 
City Council, Dettlebach called 
for the practice of constitutional 
policing. He called for “building trust 
between police and the community,” 
which he said is “central not only 
to community safety, but to police 
safety as well.”

Touching on some aspects of the 
report, Dettlebach noted the many 
incidents where there was undue 
force when police were charged 
with the welfare of a person with 
mental disability. Offi cers were 
too often involved in escalating 
a situation rather than in de-
escalation. 

U.S. Attorney Dettlebach urged 
Cleveland City Council members 
to look at the root causes, identify 
structural issues and work together 
with the city to address them. He 
urged action at the management 
level, the policy level, city council 
level and the mayor’s level to come 
up with a “comprehensive blue print 
to community reform.”

Critical of the current Cleveland 
process of investigating use of 
force by police, Dettlebach says 
investigators saw their role as 
“standing in favor of offi cers.” He 
said they were using a “beyond 
a reasonable doubt standard” 
which he said is “obviously not a 
standard for administrative review.” 
Dettlebach cited one of Cleveland’s 
systemic fl aws as not holding its 
offi cers accountable for their use of 
excessive force.

Dettelbach explained that Mayor 
Frank Jackson has signed a 

continued on page 8continued on page 8
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Directory
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plainpressads@yahoo.com

Real Estate
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Plumbers

Attorney

Day Care

Place your ad here:Place your ad here:
1 column inch1 column inch

$18.50 for one month.$18.50 for one month.
Commit to a yearly contract:Commit to a yearly contract:

ONLY $13.88/monthONLY $13.88/month

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a 
check or money order with your 
ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 
25th #500 Cleveland, OH 44113. 
For more information call Tom 
Sheehan at (216) 621-3060 or 
email plainpressads@yahoo.
com.

BLOG
WHO HAS THE POWER RADIO 
NETWORK: blogtalkradio.com/
whohasthepower. We strive to 
empower every aspect of your life. 
Visit whohasthepowershow.com 
for our full broadcast schedule and 
more.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
FEMALE: Lower half of house. 
$350 monthly. Prefer SSI. Utilities 
included. 216-281-4639.
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

IMPROVE SOCIETY
Help to improve our society. 
Read and heed Deuteronomy 
28 of the King James Version. 
Act by supporting a theonomic 
constitutional amendment.

          PHOTO BY HENRY SENYAK
Saturday, December 13, 2014; Santa Shuffl e, Tremont Tap House, 2475 Scranton Road: Runners dressed 
in Santa suites gathered outside the Tremont Tap House for the Santa Shuffl e. The event, which helps to 
sponsor Tremont West Development Corporation’s free community events, included a two-hour bar crawl, 
a one-mile race and a post race party.

Stakeholders share views at second 
planning meeting for Clark Avenue
by Chuck Hoven

On December 11th residents and 
stakeholders along the Clark Avenue 
corridor gathered at Clark Recreation 
Center for a Transportation for 
Livable Communities planning 
meeting for a 2.5 mile stretch of the 
Clark Avenue corridor from Quigley 
to W. 65th. This was the second 
of three public meetings on the 
planning effort. The third meeting 
is scheduled for February 12th at 6 
p.m. at Pilgrim Church on W. 14th. 
The fi nal report from the consultant 
is expected to be ready by March 27, 
2015. The Stockyard, Clark Fulton 
Brooklyn Centre Development Offi ce 
and Tremont West Development 

Corporation received a grant from 
the Northeast Ohio Area wide 
Coordinating Agency to hire a 
consultant for the study.

Residents and stakeholders 
wishing to see more information on 
the planning presentation can visit 
the Tremont West Development 
Website at tremontwest.org or 
the  Stockyard  C lark  Fu l ton 
Brooklyn Centre page of the Detroit 
Shoreway Community Development 
Organization website at dscdo.org/
scfbc. An article on the fi rst meeting 
on October 29th, Clark Avenue 
planning underway (Plain Press, 

continued page  8continued page  8

800-237-4636 x2151 if you have 
questions about the program or 
application process. The application 
deadline is January 7, 2015.
US HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS can 
receive scholarships that are fully 
funded to study in Germany for the 
2015-2016 academic year. By living 
with a host family and attending a 
local high school, participants learn 
the German language, immerse 
themselves in the culture and serve 
as youth ambassadors from the Unit-
ed States. To learn more about the 
scholarship, visit www.usagerma-
nyscholarship.org.   The application 
deadline for U.S. Department of 
State’s scholarships are January 8, 
2015.  Residents of this region can 

call (800) AFS-INFO x2216 or email 
Sara Dubois at sdubois@afsusa.
org for details.

TAX PREPARATION
LEARN TO BE A TAX PREPARA-
TION VOLUNTEER.  The Cuyahoga 
Earned Income Tax Credit Coalition 
provides free training to help greet 
clients and prepare taxes, helping 
low income families get tax refunds.  
Over 25 Cuyahgoa County loca-
tions.  No experience necessary.  
Sign up by logging onto www.
refundohio.org.  For more informa-
tion, contact Keely Andrews at kan-
drews@enterprisecommunity.org

WESTSIDE YOUTH
MY COM.  My Commitment. My 
Community.  Call for all adults 

and youth to shape a community 
plan for Westside youth.  Follow up 
meeting.  Participate in developing 
guiding principles on how youth 
will be treated and respected, how 
they will engage, and how services 
will be structured and offered in the 
community. Be part of a new com-
munity vision.  Thursday, January 
22 from 6 pm to 7:30 pm at Lincoln 
West High School at 3202 West 
30th St.  Refreshments/appetizers 
will be provided.  Contact Hispanic 
UMADAOP at (216) 459-1222 for 
more information.
LLAMAMIENTO A CADA ADUL-
TO Y JOVEN PARA FORMAR UN 
PLAN COMUNITARIO PARA LA 
JUVENTUD.  Jueves, Enero 22, 
6 pm-7:30 pm, Lincoln West High 
School,  3202 W. 30th St. Refrescos/
Aperitivos incluidos. Hispanic UMA-
DAOP at (216) 459-1222.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2

Clark School earns top value added 
ranking among Ohio urban schools in 
Thomas B. Fordham Institute study
CMSD NEWS BUREAU 11/6/2014

The Thomas B. Fordham Institute 
has released a report comparing 
schools in Ohio’s eight largest urban 
districts, the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District’s Clark PreK-8 
School is ranked No. 1 for the gains 
its students make in one academic 
school year.

The report titled, “Poised for 
Progress” examines both traditional 
public schools and charter schools 
within those districts to try to identify 
“high quality schools serving urban 
children.”   

 “I want to congratulate the 
Educators of Clark School for being 
recognized not only as one of 
the 48 traditional public schools 
identifi ed as ‘poised for progress’ 
under these rigorous standards, 
but as the No. 1 school in the State 
of Ohio for Schools of Impact,” 
District CEO Eric Gordon said in an 
e-mail to CMSD staff. The Fordham 
report used the Schools of Impact 
designation to highlight the top 25 
urban schools in Ohio.

 The ranking is based on each 
school’s performance index and 
value-added rating. The index is 

a composite of all applicable test 
scores, while value added calculates 
student achievement data over time 
to measure gains in learning.

 “It provides a way to measure 
the effect a school or teacher has 
on student academic performance 
over the course of a school year 
or another period of time,” Gordon 
said, referring to the value-added 
measurement.

 Clark School, located on Clark 
Avenue on the West Side, scored 
18.5 in value added, making it the 
top ranked among 81 schools (48 
public, 33 charter schools) named 
as meeting Fordham’s defi nition of 
high quality in the report.

 Valentina Moxon, a District 
network leader for Clark and 15 
other schools, said this week that 
Clark has “taken off” under the 
leadership of Principal Amanda 
Rodriguez over the last half-dozen 
years.

 “Amanda turns academic theory 
into actionable items,” she said. 
“This is at the heart of what we do 
in growing every child.”

Rodriguez also has a “hands-on, 
collaborative relationship with her 

teachers” at Clark, Moxon said. “She 
is a huge, huge advocate for the 
children. Everything she does at 
Clark is for the students, then 
the parents, the teachers and the 
community.”

 Rodriguez defl ected the credit to 
her staff and looked ahead.

“It is my honor to lead the Clark 
PreK-8 School staff,” she said in an 
e-mail. “The Clark family is elated to 
have reached this outstanding level; 
however, we know that our job is 
not complete, and we will continue 
to work hard to surpass this year’s 
goal!”

 She said a number of things 
make Clark special in her mind, 
including:

 • A staff (including teachers, 
secretarial, kitchen, custodial, 
administration, paraprofessionals) 
that “focuses on building positive 
relationships with students which 
leads to student achievement.”

• Teachers who are “passionate 
and dedicated to the children and 
families and who take their job 
personally.”

• Data-driven instruction that 
includes “differentiated lesson plans 
to meet the needs of the individual 
students.”

•  Te a m w o r k  a m o n g  t h e 
administration and staff.

• A focus on meeting the needs of 
the “whole” child.

• Learning through exposure 
beyond the classroom.

• Full inclusion of students with 
disabilities

• High expectations for students 
and staff

• Bilingual students receive 
instruction in English and are 
included in all classrooms.

The Fordham Institute is affi liated 
with the Thomas B. Fordham 
Foundation. For more information, 
go to www.edexcellence.net.
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, December 12, 2104; Tremont Art Walk, Patsy Kline’s Gallery U, 
2338 Scranton Road: A Lamp by Andrew Kaletta with a concrete base.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, December 12, 2104; Tremont Art Walk, Patsy Kline’s Gallery U, 2338 Scranton Road: A photo of a bee 
in a show titled Tres Munsters: Macrophotography of bugs eating, sleeping and copulating by Mike Vrana.

enhancements for the development 
of a Mediterranean food market and 
import business at 5417 Detroit 
Avenue

• Toast – new walk-in cooler 
for the restaurant and wine bar 
featuring locally sourced food at 
1365 W. 65th Street.

•  Rincon Cr io l lo  -  in ter ior 
renovations and equipment for the 
restaurant specializing in Puerto 
Rican food at 6604 Detroit Avenue

• Happy Dog – exterior renovations 
for the West Side hot dog and music 
venue at 5801 Detroit Avenue.

GORDON SQUAREGORDON SQUARE

continued from page onecontinued from page one

statement of principles committing 
his administration to working with 
the United States Department 
of Justice to develop a consent 
decree. The consent decree will be 
submitted to a Federal Judge. An 
independent outside monitor would 
then make sure the terms of the 
consent degree were enforced,” 
said Dettelbach.

Dettelbach told the Cleveland 
City Council Safety Committee that 
Mayor Jackson’s involvement in 
requesting the Justice Department 
review and his presence at 
the signing of the statement of 
principles made him think there is 
“ a real opportunity for hope and 
progress going forward.”

At the Safety Committee meeting 
Safety Committee, Chair Matt Zone 
promised the Safety Committee 
would hold meetings in Cleveland 
neighborhoods where they will 
listen to residents’ concerns and 
suggestions. “We will create 
ample opportunity for the public to 
comment. We are just starting this 
process,” Committee Chair Matt 
Zone promised.  Zone said City 
Council would hold the listening 
sessions in December and January 
issue a “white paper” by mid to late 
February on their fi ndings. Zone 
said some of the fi ndings could 
result in legislation from Cleveland 
City Council.

City Council representatives at 
the Safety Committee meeting 
made many inquiries of Dettlebach 
and Cleveland Law Director 
Barbara Langhenry whose 
testimony followed. 

Explaining the role of the monitors 
in enforcing the agreement between 
the Justice Department and the 
City of Cleveland, Dettlebach said 
it is key that the monitors make 
sure both parties are living up to 
the terms of the agreement. He 

said the monitors would be looking 
for “objective measurements of 
compliance.” 

City of Cleveland Law Director 
Barbara Langhenry told City 
Council members that by agreeing 
in principle to enter into a consent 
decree the city is saying it is 
willing to work out a solution now 
rather than enter into a lawsuit.  
“The mayor is committed to 
constitutionally compliant police 
services. Above and beyond that, 
he is committed to superior police 
services. I believe our offi cers are 
as well.”

Langhenry said the city of 
Cleveland acknowledges that 
the Department of Justice report 
raises some important issues, 
“we need to honestly and openly 
address them,” she said. She told 
city council that the process going 
forward is an adversarial process 
and going to be diffi cult. “We as 
a community should not be afraid 
of challenges. Out of challenges, 
come opportunity -- we should look 
at this as an opportunity, ” she said.

Langhenry hoped that through 
the process of engaging with the 
Justice Department, the city of 
Cleveland can “come up with ways 
to make our police services the 
fi nest in the land.”

Several City Council members 
requested public records from 
Director Langhenry.

Councilman Jeff Johnson 
requested a list of all of the police 
use of force incidents from 2010 
to 2014, the number of those 
cases that were brought to the City 
Prosecutor for criminal review and 
the result of those reviews.

Councilman Brian Cummins 
for a copy of a document the 
administration produced on use of 
force between 2006 and 2013.

Councilman Mike Polensek 
asked for an accounting of the 
Police Review Board and how 

many times they have taken action 
against a police offi cer. He asked 
for the names of the members, 
their duties and responsibilities, 
their legal authority and information 
on how they are appointed.

Polensek also asked for an 
accounting of the cost to the City 
of Cleveland of all judgments, 
lawsuits, and out of court 
settlements that have resulted from 
police use of force from 2004 to the 
present. He said if the $10 million 
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dollar fi gure cited in the Plain 
Dealer was correct, 100 police 
offi cers could have been hired with 
the settlement money.

Safety Committee Chair Matt 
Zone asked that the public record 
requests be sent to the committee 
for dispersal to all its members. 
Editor ’s Note: Cleveland City 
Council Safety Committee held 
several Listening Tour sessions in 
the month of December. The next 
one is scheduled for December 30th 
from 6-8:00 p.m. at Sagrada Familia 
Church, 7719 Detroit Avenue. For 
possible future meeting dates for 
the Listening Tour visit Cleveland 
City Council’s website at: www.
clevelandcitycouncil.org.
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December 2014) is available on 
the Plain Press website at www.
plainpress.org.

The presentation by planners at 
the December meeting offered an 
update in the planning process. 
Planners had measured Clark 
Avenue in various locations and 
learned that the width of the sidewalk 
varied from 8’ to 10’ wide and the 
width of the street varied from 34’ 
to 40’ feet. Those present had an 
opportunity to choose from various 
lane options presented for different 
stretches of Clark Avenue with on 
street parking lanes, bike lanes, 
shared bicycle and motor vehicle 
lanes, and turn lanes.

Matt Hils of Behnke Landscape 
Architecture, a consultant working 
on the plan, said the goal is to make 
the Clark Avenue Corridor a stronger, 
better and more memorable place. 
He said the plan would encourage 
new businesses and redevelopment 
of the corridor. He said while Clark 
Avenue currently is dominated by 
car traffi c (90% of users), the plan 
hopes to make the corridor more 
accommodating to walkers and 
cyclists.

Hils reported that preliminary 
responses f rom area t ransi t 
users indicated that bus stops 
were accessible, but there was 
not enough service or shelters. 
Planners reported that RTA requires 
a minimum of 50 persons per day 
to board the bus at a location to 
consider building a shelter. Also they 
require a 12 foot by 6 foot space to 
house a shelter. They concluded it 
would be diffi cult to obtain additional 
bus shelters on Clark Avenue.

Planners also talked about adding 
some additional elements to the 

street such as a mid block crosswalk 
by Clark Elementary School, more 
street trees, more green space, 
better lighting, benches, trash 
receptacles and fancier pavement. 
Other amenities suggested were 
more public art and an outdoor 
market, La Villa Hispaña Plaza.  
While planners suggested the 
parking lot on the southwest corner 
of W. 25th and Clark, one resident in 
attendance said that lot is needed 
for parking and the parking lot on the 
Southeast corner may be a better 
location.

Planners said the choice to do the 
section of Clark from Quigley to W. 
65th was part of an effort to connect 
with other existing plans including a 
plan to create a bike path along W. 
65th from the Lake to Denison and 
the towpath trail coming through the 
area by Quigley. They hope to link 
with signage the end of the Clark 
improvements with an entranceway 
to Clark Field as well. 

Merchants along Clark Avenue 
were well represented at the meeting 
and made it clear that they did not 
want to relinquish on street parking 
spots on Clark Avenue. They made 
a case that both residents and 
businesses need parking along 
Clark.

Jeff Ramsey, who is directing 
the Stockyard, Clark Fulton and 
Brooklyn Center  Communi ty 
Development Offi ce, noted that in 
the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood 
the street redesign accommodated 
both parking and bike lanes. 
Planners said that slowing traffi c to 
better accommodate pedestrians 
and bicycle travel has shown to 
increase commercial activity in 
locations where it has been tried.

One local resident complained 
that areas of Fulton, which now have 
a single lane with no stopping, are 
often backed up when someone 

chooses to ignore the no stopping 
signs. He said lack of enforcement 
of the rule results in traffi c jams. He 
wondered what would happen when 
buses stopped in areas of Clark 
proposed for a single lane of traffi c 
and a bicycle lane.

Having measured the width 
o f  C lark  Avenue in  var ious 
locations, planners ruled out some 
intersections for possible turn lanes 
saying the street is too narrow 
to accommodate them. They did 
say that W. 25th and Clark needs 
turn lanes and is wide enough to 
accommodate them. They said with 
left turn lanes across from each 
other, the sight lines would be better 
and the intersection would be safer.

Hils said to help accommodate 
more pedestrian and bicycle traffi c 
along Clark Avenue an effort would 
be made to eliminate some of the 
driveways – especially where there 
are unused driveways to vacant 
properties. Scranton resident Henry 
Senyak reported that Hils said that 
existing businesses with entrances 
and exists on Clark that also have 
access from a side street, may be 
asked to consider eliminating the 
Clark Avenue driveways.

Those present were asked to 
look at the various options for street 
layouts in different sections of Clark 
Avenue and vote on them. Some of 
the options in areas where Clark is 
only 34’ wide included 5’ wide bike 
lanes on either side with two 12’ 
wide motor vehicle traffi c lanes and 
no parking or turn lanes; and two 
12’ wide traffi c lanes with sharrows 
painted on the street (lanes shared 
by bikes and motor vehicles) with 
a 10’ wide center turn lane. The 
planners also presented the option 
for areas away from intersections to 
use 10’ of street space either for one 
lane of parking or bike lanes on both 
sides of the street.
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