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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Wednesday, November 18, 2015; Contra Dance, St. Patrick’s 
Church Hall, 3602 Bridge Ave: Ed Eakin plays the fi ddle as 
one of four musicians accompanying the dancers.  After a 
long absence, Contra Dancing has returned to St. Pat’s. The 
participatory dances are held every fi rst and third Wednesday 
evening from 7-10:30 p.m. 

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented by 
Artistas Latinos Unidos, W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: A young girl walks 
in the Skulls and Skeletons Procession.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented by 
Artistas Latinos Unidos, Parish Hall, 6205 Detroit Avenue: Part of a 
cemetery installation created by local artists.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented by Artistas Latinos Unidos, W. 65th 
and Detroit Avenue: Tepehuani Nelli/Mexican Folkloric Dance Company celebrates Aztec culture in the 
procession in which participants honor their ancestors.

Men Who Wish to Change reach out to 
Cleveland families of street violence victims

Men Who Wish to Change, a 
group of prisoners in the Trumbull 
Correctional Camp, a state prison 
in Trumbull County, used their 
resources and contacts in Cleveland 
and Akron to host a condolence 
dinner for families of street violence 
victims.

Men Who Wish to Change founder 
Rawn Nash recruited his Godmother, 
Jo Ann Jones, to organize the event 
in Cleveland. Jones in turn, recruited 
some of Nash’s relatives to help 
cater the event.

Men Who Wish to Change also 
asked a group of teens from Akron 

called God’s Chosen Ones to help 
serve the meal to the invited guests. 
They also recruited speakers for 
the event which included: Deonte 
Brunson, Director of God’s Chosen 
Ones; Judge Anita Laster Mayes of 
the Ohio Court of Appeals Eighth 
Appellate District; Dr. Ollie Jones, 
Senior Pastor of Perfecting Saints 
Church and Chief Executive Offi cer 
of Heart to Heart Family Support 
Center; Deacon Javelle Freeman 
from the Hough neighborhood; and 
Darrell Houston, who served 16 
years in prison before being cleared 
of charges for a murder he didn’t 
commit. 

Families of children whose death 
resulted from street violence invited 
to the event included the families of 
fi ve-year old Ramon Burnett; 3-year-
old Major Howard; 5-month-old 
Aavielle Wakefi eld, and the family of 
12-year-old Tamir Rice. The family 
of 30-year-old Donta Padgett was 
also invited. Padgett was a victim of 
street violence, whose 10-year-old 
son witnessed his death, and was 
also shot. 

Of the families invited, members of 
the Padgett, Howard and Wakefi eld 
families were able to attend.

The condolence dinner, held 
on November 5th at the former 
Broadway Free Library building, 5437 
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La Villa Hispana, Dream Neighborhood and W. 25th 
Corridor projects outlined at neighborhood meeting

Over 140 people gathered at 
Lincoln West High School on 
November 4th to learn more about 
three catalytic community projects: 
La Vi l la Hispana, the Dream 
Neighborhood and the West 25th 
Street Corridor.

Ward 14 Councilman Brian 
Cummins stressed that all three 
projects involved building on existing 

resources and assets. He said Villa 
Hispana represents an opportunity 
to build on what we have --noting 
Cleveland has the largest Hispanic 
population in the state of Ohio. The 
Dream Neighborhood concept he 
said is based on taking advantage 
of a unique resource, the Thomas 
Jefferson Newcomers Academy that 
serves 600 students. The West 25th 

Street Corridor includes a 4-mile 
stretch in Cleveland that presents an 
opportunity for many organizations 
to work collaboratively to build on 
its assets.

La Villa Hispana
Jenice Contreras, Executive 

Director of the Hispanic Business 
continued on page 5continued on page 5

College Now program aims to help CMSD 
students increase scores on ACT tests
by Chuck Hoven

College Now Greater Cleveland’s 
ImpACT the 216 program is working 
to help Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District (CMSD) high school 
students be better prepared to take 
the ACT test. The test measures 
college readiness and is used 
by colleges to select students for 
admission.

ImpACT the 216 offers an 
eight-week after school program 
primarily aimed at helping Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District high 
school juniors prepare to take the 
ACT test. The program is available 
at six sites, including three in the 
Plain Press service area: Esperanza 
at 3104 W. 25; Eastman Branch 
Library at 11602 Lorain Ave.; and 
South Brooklyn Library at 4303 
Pearl Road.

College Now of Greater Cleveland 
staff member Maria Agosto says 
the next session of the eight-week 
program will begin on January 5th. 
Sessions are held fi ve days a week 
from 3- 6 p.m. Food and snacks are 
served to participants.

Agosto says ImpACT the 216 
helps students with test taking 
strategies, works with students to 
improve their math, English and 
reading skills, provides bus tickets, 
offers a $100 stipend, helps with 
college and career exploration – 
including fi eld trips to colleges, and 
offers participants an opportunity 
to apply for an internship. Students 
participating in the program are 
pretested, and take a post-test at the 
end of the program to determine their 
progress.  Students also receive an 
ACT practice booklet and other 
materials to guide them in studying 
for the ACT.

Agosto, who will be working with 
students at the Esperanza site, says 
College Now hopes to recruit 29 
students at that site. She anticipates 
that Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District students will sign up to the 
site closest to their homes. While 
high school juniors are the primary 
group that the program hopes to 
attract, Agosto says high school 

continued on page 3continued on page 3



The Plain Press Community Board is a listing of a variety of free 

activities and resources for neighborhoods served by the Plain 

Press. It is sponsored by Organize! Ohio through donations 

from readers and supporters. 

Plain Press
Phone: (216) 621-3060                 
2012 W. 25th STE 500  

Cleveland, OH  44113 

e-mail: plainpress@gmail.com    

Advertising e-mail: 

plainpressads@yahoo.com

Website: www.plainpress.org

Plain Press © Es tab lished in 1971   

Circulation: 21,000 cop ies. 

Pub lished month ly. 

Distribution area: Cuyahoga Riv er  
west to W. 130, Lake Erie south to 
the Lower Big Creek Valley. Avail able 

2 Plain Press • December  2015

free at over 500 lo ca tions.
Managing Editor: Charles E. Hoven; 
Editor: Deborah Rose Sadlon; 
Photo Editor: Coriana Close; 
Community Board & Website Edi-

tor: Margie Bray Hoven; 
Ad ver tis ing Sales: Tom Sheehan; 
Graph ic Art ist: Dav id Myers; 
Dis tri bu tion:   Ted Lobaugh  & 
Ahmed Morad 
Mail ing:  Teresa Calvo;  
Board of Trustees:  Keith 
Brown,Peggy Davenport,  David 
Gam ble,  Dr. Leo Jeffres, Joe Nar-
kin,  Helen K. Smith and Julia Van 
Wagenen.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, November 14, 2015; Lincoln West High School, 3202 W. 30th: Lincoln West 12th Grade students 
Marc Vazquez and Damaris Lopez work the concession stand selling cupcakes, cookies, rice and beans, 
empanadas, hot dogs, fried chicken, pop and water. The money raised from their sales will help to pay for 
a trip to Veron, Dominican Republic for twelve Lincoln West seniors. The twelve students will participate 
in a community service project in Veron, Dominican Republic where they will help out a school called Villa 
Esperanza. This community service project is part of their Senior Capstone project under the direction of 
teacher Mrs. Robin Guerrero. The trip is scheduled for late January of 2016.

CARNEGIE WEST LIBRARY
A SERIES OF MICROSOFT WORD 
CLASSES are being offered on fi ve 
Wednesdays at 11:15 am from De-
cember 2nd through December 30th.   

Each class is an hour and a half. 
Classes are free of charge.  Please 
call Carnegie West  at 216/623-6927 
or TechCentral at 216/623-2980 to 
register.
AMERICA READS TUTORS from 
Cleveland State University are avail-
able to assist grade school students 
with homework and reading practice 
Mondays through Thursdays after 
school, starting at 3:00 pm.  Kid’s 
Café, a program of the Cleveland 
Foodbank, provides bagged lunch 
Monday through Friday after school 
from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm. 

CHILDREN 
TIPS FOR RAISING HAPPY PRE-
SCHOOLERS and preparing for 
kindergarten will be presented on 

Tuesday, December 8 from 5:30 to 
7:30 pm at Near West Intergener-
ational School at 3805 Terrett Ave.  
Refreshments, raffle prizes, and 
Ohio City resources.  Free parking.  
Childcare for children under 5 will be 
available from 6-7:30 pm.  RSVP to 
Valerie Galbicsek at 216/325-9254 
or Valerie.galbicsek@thecenterso-
hio.org

CLEVELAND POLICE
CLEVELAND COMMUNITY PO-
LICE COMMISSION’s meetings 
are open to the public. A West Side 
meeting will be held at the West Side 
Community House at 9300 Lorain 
Ave. on Thursday, December 17 
from 5:30 – 8:30 pm.  For informa-
tion on other meetings, visit https://
www.clevelandcpc.org/meetings.
html. For other info, contact Mario 
Clopton (mclopton@clecpc.org) and 
Craig Boise (boise@clecpc.org).  

EARTH DAY COALITION
Winning submissions from Earth 
Day Coalition’s ART, POETRY, AND 
ESSAY CONTEST 2015 will be on 
display through Monday, December 
7 at the Middleburg Heights Branch 
of the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library at 15600 E. Bagley Road, 
Middleburg Hts.  Viewing hours are 
Monday through Thursday from 
9 am - 9 pm, Friday & Saturday 9 
am - 5:30 pm & Sunday from 1 - 5 
pm.  The next showing of the 2015 
winners’ works will be at the Brook 
Park Branch of the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library, at 6155 En-
gle Road, Brook Park, OH, starting 
Wednesday December 9.  The rotat-

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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         PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, November 17, 2015; Glass Bubble Project, 2421 Bridge Ave: Instructor Dan Sorcek of the Glass 
Bubble Project provides guidance and assistance as Taylor Miller and Adrienne French design a glass 
paperweight.

seniors who need additional help 
with ACT preparation are welcome 
as well. For more information and 
to apply students can go to the 
College Now Greater Cleveland 
website at: www.collegenowgc.org/
locate/community-based-programs/
impact-the-216/

In addition to the ImpACT the 216 
program, College Now is present 
in all high schools in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District. College 
Now spokesperson Laurel Wilder 

says the program helps high school 
seniors to fi ll out the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid and apply 
for other grants to help with college 
expenses. Wilder says College Now 
maintains a scholarship database to 
aid students in their search. Wilder 
says while the national benchmark 
for college readiness is an ACT 
score of 21, College Now has found 
that students with a grade point 
average of at least 2.5 and an ACT 
score of 18 can start excelling in 
college.

Agosto, who also works with high 
school students at Lincoln West and 
the Thomas Jefferson Newcomers 

Academy, says the three College 
Now staff members at Lincoln West 
encourage students to take the ACT 
when it is offered, help students with 
their college applications, and even 
sometimes help to proofread student 
college essays.

Statistics provided by the 2014 
Report to the Community of the 
Higher Education Compact of 

Greater Cleveland indicate there 
is a great need for improving 
the college readiness scores of 
Cleveland students. While College 
Now of Greater Cleveland has 
found that students having an ACT 
score of at least 18 and a Grade 
Point Average of 2.5 or better can 
succeed in college given the proper 
assistance, the data provided by 

the Higher Education Compact of 
Greater Cleveland shows that in 
2014 (the latest year for which data 
is available) only 24% of CMSD 
graduates met that benchmark.
Editor’s Note: For more information 
about College Now of Greater 
Cleveland’s ImpACT the 216 
Program call 216-241-5587 or email 
impactthe216@collegenowgc.org.

COLLEGE NOWCOLLEGE NOW
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Over 40 people attended the 
Lincoln Heights Block Club meeting 
on November 9th at Pilgrim Church 
in Tremont, to offer input into what 
they hope will be a comprehensive, 
infrastructure master plan for 
their service area (east from the 
freeways I-90/I71 to the west at 
W.25th; and north from Fairfield 
and Train Avenue to the south at 
Wade Avenue). Although funding 
for the infrastructure improvement 
residents would like to see has not 
yet been allocated, the block club 
invited city offi cials to their meeting 
to help assure their views would be 
heard prior to any planning.

Noting that Scranton Road 
is included in the Cleveland 
Bikeway Master Plan, residents 
and stakeholders showed unity in 
requesting that the City of Cleveland 
continue to allow on street parking 
rather than creating a dedicated 
bike lane when Scranton Road is 
reconstructed in their block club 
area. 

Residents, business owners, 
representat ives of non prof i t 
organizations all testified as to 
their preference to have cyclists 
and cars share a lane and continue 
to have on-street parking. Even 
residents who regularly cycle said 
that was their preferred option 
because of the shortage of parking 
spaces in the neighborhood. City of 
Cleveland offi cials in attendance to 
hear residents concerns included 
Commissioner of Traffi c Engineering 
Rob Mavec; Robert Chappelle, 
Capital Projects; Martin Cader, City 
Planning and Richard Switalski, 
Engineering and Construction.

An owner of a commercial/
residential building along Scranton 

noted that a number of the mixed-
use buildings on Scranton had no 
off street parking for customers and 
residents. A representative of the 
Litmus Theatre on Scranton noted 
that elderly patrons of the theatre 
needed to park close to the theatre. 
The owner of the Tap House also 
testifi ed as to the need for on street 
parking.

Residents and stakeholders also 
expressed concern about City of 
Cleveland plans to only repave part 
of Willey Road prior to starting on 
reconstruction of Scranton Road 
north of Fairfi eld to Carter Road. 
The construction is expected to 
start in February or March of 2016 
and continue until August of 2017. 
During construction plans call for 
Scranton traffi c to be one-way north 
in the area under construction. 
Residents said they would like to 
see all of Willey from Scranton to 
Columbus repaved prior to the start 
of construction, as it is a more likely 
detour route than the one proposed 
by the City that only includes part of 
Willey. Residents also asked the city 
offi cials to enforce rules requiring 
property owners along Willey to put 
in sidewalks. They said currently 
residents are walking in the street, 
due to the overgrowth and lack of 
sidewalks.

Another concern brought up to 
city offi cials was the condition of 
Barber Avenue from Scranton to 
W. 19th in front of Scranton School. 
After completing a project, the 
Water Department paved the South 
Side of the street where they had 
been working. The North side of 
the street remains unpaved. Block 
Club Chairperson Henry Senyak 
noted that this creates a hazard as 

motorists travel west on Barber on 
the wrong side of the street to avoid 
the bumpy pavement on the north 
side of the street. Senyak noted this 
creates unsafe conditions for school 
children and motorists. He asked 
that the street be repaved.

A n  O h i o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation official offered an 
update on lighting, painting and 
paving planned in their work areas 
around W. 14th, Fairfi eld, Kennilworth 
and Starkweather. Residents also 
asked ODOT to clear a drainage 

ditch on Starkweather just east of W. 
15th that was blocked with cement. 

In other matters, residents voiced 
their approval of plans for a new 
development at Willey and Scranton 
called the Lincoln. Plans call for 
a six-story development with 25 
apartment units and 46 parking 
spaces.

The manager of the South Branch 
Library offered an update on plans to 
move the library back to the historic 
Carnegie South building on Scranton 
at Clark Avenue. He said in July the 

Library Board of Trustees approved 
the move back to the building 
and discussed the possibility of 
creating an addition on the back to 
help address some issues such as 
meeting Americans with Disabilities 
Act requirements for access to the 
building. He said in September the 
board discussed hiring architects 
with expertise in historic restoration 
to work on the building. He said the 
library is working with Tremont West 
Development Corporation to explore 
securing parking places.

Lincoln Heights Block Club acts in unity to 
voice concerns about parking on Scranton
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Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
OurOur

Neighborhood Neighborhood 

ChurchesChurches

Welcome You!Welcome You!

Joint Christmas Eve Service
The Historic West Side Church

& Metro Alliance Church
Bring you a

 Special Christmas Eve Service
Led by Rev. Seth Bisheimer

7: 30 PM at West Side Church
3800 Bridge Ave.   216-631-3423

Join us one and all!

�
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve 
4:30 p.m. English, 10:00 p.m. English/Polish  

 

Friday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
9:00 a.m. English, 11:00 a.m. Polish 

 
Thursday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve 

4:30 p.m. English 
 

Friday, Jan. 1, 2016, New Year’s Day 
9:00 a.m. English, 11:00 a.m. Polish 

St. Barbara Church  
1505 Denison Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio  44109 
216 661-1191 

www.tinyurl.com/SaintBarbara 
 

HOLIDAY  
MASS SCHEDULE 

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Wednesday, November 18, 2015; Contra Dance, St. Patrick’s Church Hall, 3602 Bridge Ave: Fiddler Steve 
Ostro is one of four musicians playing music while dancers follow the instructions of caller Carol Kopp. 
The Contra Dance is held every fi rst and third Wednesday evening at St. Pat’s. Lessons are from 7 – 7:30 

p.m., and dancing is from 7:30-10:30 p.m. For more information contact 
www.NEOhioContraDAnce.org or call Carol & Karl at 330-626-2129.

Hearing addresses problems with customer 
service at Cleveland Public Power

United Clevelanders Against 
Poverty held a public hearing 
on November 17th at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church on Church Avenue 
to address problems Clevelanders 
are having with Cleveland Public 
Power (CPP).

Legal Aid Attorney Phil Althouse 
explained the City of Cleveland 
Ordinance, which governs Cleveland 
Public Power’s actions in case of a 
delinquent bill. Althouse explained 
that Cleveland Public Power is 
governed by ordinances passed by 
Cleveland City Council, not by the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
like other utilities.

Althouse noted that the Cleveland 
Ordinance requires Cleveland Public 
Power to provide notice prior to 
termination of service. Residents 
have a right to appeal termination 
to a Board of Review. This is 
called procedural due process, 
said Althouse.  Utility service is a 
property interest and the United 
States Supreme Court has ruled 
that residents can’t be deprived of it 
without due process, he said.

Customers are also entitled to a 
moratorium on termination of their 
electric service if they give a medical 
certifi cate to Cleveland Public Power. 
If required by the City of Cleveland, 
the person or household may need 
to seek recertifi cation on a periodic 

basis, said Althouse.
Tim Walters served as moderator 

of the hearing and four community 
members served as a panel of 
judges. Cleveland Public Power 
customers testified about their 
problems with Cleveland Public 
Power. Following their testimony, 
Cleveland Public Utilities Director 
Robert Davis and Joy Perry of the 
Customer Service Department of 
Cleveland Public Power responded 
to the testimony of Cleveland Public 
Power customers.

Among the CPP customers 
testifying were members of a family 
whose electricity had been cut off 
despite having a medical certifi cate 
on-fi le at Cleveland Public Power. 
The family members told of their 
medical conditions that required 
oxygen and a C-Pap machine to 
run on electricity. They told of the 
diffi culty they had in getting their 
service turned back on despite the 
life-threatening situation created by 
the lack of electricity.

Others present testifi ed to being 
treated rudely by CPP employees 
when calling about a problem, or 
being on hold for long periods of 
time.

Public Utilities Director Robert 
Davis, who has just been on the 
job for six months, apologized to 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT ENROLLMENT 
BEGINS NOVEMBER 1ST!

                               nfpmedcenter.org

Se habla Español!

FIVE CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS!

If you have questions about health insurance, 
the Affordable Care Act or Medicaid, call us.

NEED HEALTH 
INSURANCE?

216.281.0872

WE CAN HELP!

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, November 17, 2015; north side of Dickey Lanes, 3275 W. 25th: Graffi ti vandals tagged this building. 
Discussion at the November Second District Community Relations Committee meeting indicates committee 
members believe that graffi ti incidents along the W. 25 Street corridor have increased since the demolition 
of the graffi ti and skateboarding Fun Wall at the former Forest City Foundry site at W. 27 and Queen.

Center, says the neighborhoods 
around the intersection of W. 25th 
and Clark that will serve as the 
central point for La Villa Hispana 
have the largest density of Latino 
residents in the State of Ohio. The 
goal of La Villa Hispana she said is 
to help keep those residents here – 
preserving and maintaining them. 
She noted that 9,000 Hispanics 
live in Ward 14 and many others 
are scattered in nearby wards. She 
called for creating a cultural and 
economic hub that will use pillar 
institutions in the community to 
help meet the equity challenges 
faced by Cleveland Hispanic 
community which include low levels 
of educational attainment, high rates 
of poverty and environmental related 
health challenges such as lead 
poisoning and asthma.

Contreras outlined eight strategic 
goals to include in developing 
a master plan for Villa Hispana. 
She noted that  the La Vi l la 
Hispana Executive Committee 
has contracted with the National 
Association of Latino Community 
Asset Builders to help create the 
master plan for the area, and urged 
community involvement in the 
process. Strategic Goals for the 
project include: supporting new 
and existing businesses; improving 
s t reetscape and aesthet ics , 
promoting arts and culture, ensuring 
safety, developing catalytic real 
estate projects, marketing La Villa 
Hispana, engaging the community 
at a grass-roots level, supporting 
economic empowerment of the 
residents.

Lourdes Negrón-McDaniel , 
Director of Inclusion and Diversity 
at the MetroHealth System and 
a member of the LaVilla Steering 
Committee spoke of the role 
MetroHealth can help play in the 
community as it implements its $1.2 
billion plan to rebuild 75% of its main 
campus over the next ten to twelve 
years. Negrón-McDaniel highlighted 
MetroHealth involvement in a Build 
Health Challenge grant to create 
“Healthy Home Zones” in the 
Stockyard, Clark-Fulton, Brooklyn 
Centre neighborhood adjacent to 
MetroHealth. The program will also 
expand interventions in households 
where members have asthma.

Dream Neighborhood
Samantha Peddicord, Executive 

Assistant for Ward 3 Councilman Joe 
Cimperman, explained the concept of 
the Dream Neighborhood. She noted 
that the Thomas Jefferson International 
Newcomers Academy serves children 
newly arrived to Cleveland for whom 

English is a second language. She 
said children from the school speak 
19 different languages and represent 
23 different nationalities. Peddicord 
said that when refugee and immigrant 
families are resettled in Cleveland, 
there is often little time to fi nd housing. 
They often end up in housing that is in a 
neighborhood from which it is diffi cult to 
travel to Thomas Jefferson where their 
children will attend school. The Dream 
Neighborhood project is designed to 
provide those families affordable housing 
near the Thomas Jefferson so the 
children can walk to school.

Peddicord noted that within a half-mile 
radius of Thomas Jefferson (W.  46th just 
south of Clark) there are 162 vacant 
properties, 57 active condemnations and 
53 active foreclosures.

The plan for the Dream Neighborhood 
as outlined in a slide presentation and 
a summary of the meeting provided 
by Stockyard, Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn 
Centre Neighborhood Development 
Offi ce (SCFBC) Program Director Adam 
Staldler calls for using existing housing 
programs to rehabilitate housing in the 
vicinity of Thomas Jefferson International 
Newcomers Academy. SCFBC contacts 
the lending institutions and owners to 
get any liens on the property released 
on properties in the neighborhood that 
have been abandoned. The houses are 
then transferred to the Cuyahoga County 
Land Reutilization Corporation (CCLRC) 
to check to see if the titles are clear. Then 
SCGBC acquires the properties from 
CCLRC and makes them available to 
rehabbers through the SCFBC Single-
Family Rehabilitation Program.

For those rehabbers that choose to 
participate in this program and have 
the required resources and expertise, 
SCFBC enters into restrictive covenants 
to ensure the quality of the work, that 
the work is done in a timely manner 
and that once complete, the property is 
properly maintained. The covenants also 
are designed to assure that rehabbers 
lease the properties at affordable rents 
to low-and-moderate-income families 
for at least 10 years following the rehab 
of the house.

When the houses are rehabbed 
and ready to rent, SCFBC will work to 
connect landlords to agencies that work 
with refugees and immigrants such as 
Catholic Charities, International Services 
Center and US Together. The agencies 
will help to assure landlords in the Dream 
Neighborhood have a pool of potential 
tenants to rent their properties.

Peddicord noted that an effort will 
be made to infuse additional social 

services and recreational opportunities 
into Clark Recreation Center, increase 
the frequency of RTA buses, increase 
the bike ability of the neighborhood 
and work with medical institutions to 
provide health and wellness education. 
There will also be an effort to work 
with the International Village Block 
Club to connect newcomers to existing 
neighbors with welcome wagons and 
access to participating in neighborhood 
gardening programs.

According to the summary of the 
meeting, another feature in the Dream 
Neighborhood concept  involves 
using funds allocated by the City of 
Cleveland to the Economic Community 
Development Institute to make loans to 
new and existing businesses owned by 
immigrants and refugees. Peddicord 
hopes this program will help to reduce 
storefront vacancies in the neighborhood.

W. 25th Street Corridor
Adam Stalder, Managing Director of 

SCFBC, described some of the assets 
of the W. 25th street corridor, which he 
described as one of the most important 
street in the city of Cleveland. He noted 
that for the Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) W. 25th has the second highest 
ridership rate of streets in Cleveland; the 
street, with MetroHealth and Lutheran 
Hospital, is also second in the region 

for concentration of health care jobs. 
Other assets he noted were the West 
Side Market, Cleveland Metro Park Zoo, 
Nestle, Voss Industries, Great Lakes 
Brewery and access to three major 
highways.

Stalder noted the acceptance 
Pedestrian Retail Overlay and Transit 
Oriented Design plans for W. 25th by 
the Cleveland Planning Commission. 
He noted that there is over one million 
square feet of building stock in the 
neighborhood and a 20 percent vacancy 
rate. There are 14 acres of vacant land 
along the corridor. He said a number of 
investments are underway or planned for 
the neighborhood and talked about key 
development sites along the corridor that 
he hoped would attract new businesses.

Stalder said a lot of people work in the 
neighborhood, but 90% live elsewhere. 
He talked about improving housing in 
the neighborhood and working with 

employers to encourage employer 
assisted down payment programs to 
help workers interested in living in the 
neighborhood.

Another initiative along the corridor is 
to work with RTA to improve bus service. 
Stalder noted that 20% of residents in the 
area have no car.

The plans for the W. 25th Corridor 
include wealth building initiatives such as 
encouraging neighborhood residents to 
open savings accounts, apply for earned 
income tax credits and get involved 
in starting up small businesses in the 
neighborhood.

Noting the infrastructure improvements 
already in progress along the W. 25th 
Corridor, Stalder said future streetscape 
projects will occur when La Villa Hispana, 
Metro Health development and Clark 
Avenue streetscape plans come to 
fruition.

THREE PROJECTS OUTLINEDTHREE PROJECTS OUTLINED
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented 
by Artistas Latinos Unidos, W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: A stilt walker 
participating in the Skulls and Skeletons Procession.

Broadway in Cleveland featured 
fried chicken, green beans, rice and 
beans, salad and beverages. Family 
members attending also received 
gift certifi cates and the mothers and 
grandmothers in attendance were 
given Men Who Wish to Change 
T-Shirts.

Judge Anita Laster Mays said her 
brother, Donald Laster, a member of 
Men Who Wish to Change, asked 
her to speak at the event. She 
noted that she shares a cousin with 
the Padgett family as well. Judge 
Laster Mays shared the story of a 
tragic event that impacted the life 
of her family when her brother Brian 
was killed at 131st and Harvard in 
1985. She said she was in college 

at the time, and didn’t want to go 
back. She said she decided to go 
back because she knew her brother 
would have wanted her to. She 
advised the families of the victims 
of street violence “You can’t stop 
living. You have to be strong and 
keep fi ghting for justice.”

Dr. Ollie Jones talked to the 
families about the power of prayer. 
She said, ‘God understands your 
moan, and God understands your 
grown.”

Deacon Javelle Freeman said to 
the families: “It is sad to see a young 
boy or girl lose a life; kids without a 
mother or father; parents that have 
lost a son, daughter or child. I feel 
your pain. God always gives us the 
Word. Lean on the Word.”

Darrell Houston offered his 
“condolences to all families that 
have experienced tragedy.” He 
urged family members of victims 
to work for change. “Go to sleep 
tonight and think about how you can 
make an impact – volunteer, start 
an organization – your loved one 
will appreciate what you do in their 
memory.” Houston noted that the 
founder of Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving started the organization after 
loosing a child. 

Deonte Brunson shared his 
experience of growing up. He said 
his life was so bad he tried to kill 
himself. Now, he says, he is grateful 
for what he experienced. He said 
God would reveal a reason not 
to tear your self down. He urged 
families to share their testimony to 
help others going through something 
similar and give them strength.

MEN WHO WISH TO CHANGEMEN WHO WISH TO CHANGE

continued from page onecontinued from page one
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everyone who has had a bad experience 
with Cleveland Public Power. He urged 
those experiencing rudeness by CPP 
employees to report the problem. He 
offered statistics on the CPP medical 
emergency program, saying out of 
360 customers participating in the 
medical emergency program, 36 had 
been disconnected for noncompliance 
of a payment arrangement. He said, if 
the program is not working, he would 
work with the community to change the 
codified ordinance at Cleveland City 
Council.

Cleveland Public Power’s Joy Perry 
offered her number for people to call 
to report rude treatment by customer 
service personnel. She said to call her 
directly at 664-3297, ext. 154.

After reviewing the testimony by 
customers and hearing the responses 
from Cleveland utility offi cials, the citizen 
panel made eight recommendations for 
action. 1) To address phone wait times, 
the panel suggested that a separate line 
be used for residents to report power 
outages so the other customer service 
lines would not be tied up in the event 

of a power outage. 2) Suggested that 
managers or supervisors should be able 
to listen-in to monitor conversations of 
customer service representatives. 3) 
Cleveland Public Power should have a 
computer program that records which 
customer service representative is 
dealing with which customer so if there 
is a complaint – it can be addressed. 4) 
Better marketing and publicity is needed 
for the medical certifi cate program – the 
panel believed there should be more 
than 360 people in the city of Cleveland 
that qualify. 5). Proper notifi cation of 
residents if their medical certifi cate is 
about to expire. 6) Better training of 
employees – including benchmarks to 
meet. Also all employees should be ultra 
aware of the medical exemptions so 
service is never cut off to a vulnerable 
person. 7) Separate phone line for 
senior citizens that is circulated at the 
Department of Aging. 8) Implement a 
Percentage of Income Payment Program 
(PIPP)  – Recommended that United 
Clevelanders Against Poverty work 
with Cleveland City Council to pass an 
ordinance requiring this change.

CLEVELAND PUBLIC POWERCLEVELAND PUBLIC POWER

continued from page 4continued from page 4

The West Side Boys and Girls 
Club plans to have two new locations 
open at area schools when students 
return to school from their break on 
January 5th.

One new location will be in the 
basement of Lincoln West High 
School on W. 30th just South of 
Clark.  The other new location will 
be at Luis Muñoz Marin School at 
Castle and Scranton.

Work is already under way to get 
the new spaces ready. On Saturday, 
November 14th, West Side Boys and 

Girls Club Area Director Sandra 
DelValle worked with volunteers 
to clean out Room 130 in the 
Lincoln West basement where the 
new club will be headquartered. 
Volunteers helping to remove stacks 
of books stored in the room included 
eleven students from the Phi Kappa 
Tau fraternity at Baldwin Wallace 
University.

DelValle says as Area Director 
she will supervise three West Side 
Boys and Girls Clubs – the club at 

Walton Schools and the two new 
facilities at Lincoln West and Luis 
Muñoz Marin. The long time West 
Side Boys and Girls Club facility on 
Trowbridge will be closed and put 
up for sale, said DelValle.

DelValle said the Lincoln West 
Club will target youths ages 13 -18. 
The club will have its own entrance 
from the underground parking area 
on the South side of the building. 
The Luis Munoz Marin site will target 
children ages 6 through 12.

West Side Boys and Girls Club to open two new 
locations and close facility on Trowbridge Avenue

CMSD School/Parent Organization speakers offer 
information on eyeglasses and Special Education

Parents attending the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District’s (CMSD) 
School/Parent Organization meeting on 
November 12th at Paul Dunbar School 
learned about a program that provides 
eye care to children in the school district 
and received information about services 
offered by CMSD’s Special Education 
Department.

Parents also formed groups to 
practice tackling issues their schools 
may face such as how to increase 
literacy for students in a third grade 
classroom; strategies to increase a 
schools attendance rate; and how to 
keep parents and students invested in 
a high school when the school district 
radically changes the school’s staff and 
curriculum.

Guest speaker Teri Kula, Family 
Engagement Specialist at ChildSight, 
Ohio explained the vision services 
ChildSight offers to students in the 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District. 
She said ChildSight comes directly into 
school buildings with an eye doctor that 
tests children to see if they need glasses. 
ChildSight then orders and pays for the 
glasses. Students getting glasses never 
need to leave the school building.

Kula said ChildSight also makes 
referrals and pays for specialists when 
other vision problems are discovered 
during an eye exam.

This year ChildSight hopes to visit 
many 5th through 8th grade classrooms 
in the school district to offer its vision 
services. In other schools ChildSight will 
be taking referrals from school nurses 
for students in need of vision services.

Kula says three years ago ChildSight 
was able to provide vision services to 
17,000 students attending schools in 
Cleveland and East Cleveland. This year 
she said the organization will be trying to 
serve as many students as they can, but 
has substantially less funding than it had 
three years ago. Kula offered a survey 
to parent leaders present at the meeting 
to help gauge the need for its services 

in their schools
 Jessica Baldwin, Executive Director 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District’s 
Special Education Department, brought 
materials explaining to parents what to 
do if they believe their child may have a 
disability. The fi rst step described in the 
materials is to write the child’s principal 
a letter describing your concerns. The 
letter should then start the process where 
a meeting will be convened to discuss 
available data and information about 
the child. If there is evidence the child 
has a disability that impacts the child’s 
academic performance a referral will 
be made to the School Psychologist for 
additional testing.

Baldwin a lso offered parents 
information about Individual Education 
Plans (IEP) and the Special Education 
Department. West Side parents needing 
help with the IEP process were urged 
to call Raychelle Fair at 216-838-0345. 
Parents or school personnel needing 
additional information about Special 
Education services can call the Special 
Education Department at 216-838-7733.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

IMPROVE SOCIETY
Help to improve our society. 
Read and heed Deuteronomy 
28 of the King James Version. 
Act by supporting a theonomic 
constitutional amendment.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented 
by Artistas Latinos Unidos, W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: A drumming 
skeleton adds some sound to the Skulls and Skeletons Procession.

ing display will be available for viewing 
at various locations through March 2016. 
Brochures for next year’s Contest, will 
be available online at earthdaycoalition.
org and at public libraries around North-
east Ohio after January 1, 2016.  The 
2016 celebration year theme will be 
“Sustainable Transportation”.  For more 
information, call the Earth Day Coalition 
at 216/281-6468.

FLU SHOTS
FLU SHOTS are available at McCafferty 
Health Center at 4242 Lorain Ave. every 
Friday from 8:30 am- 11:30 am.  Bring 
your card if you have health insurance.  
If you don’t have insurance, no prob-
lem!   No one will be turned away.  Call 
216/651-5005 with questions.

FREE SMOKE DETECTORS
Cleveland residents may be eligible to 
request up to 3 smoke detectors to be 
installed free of charge in their home 
by Operation Save A Life provided by 
the Cleveland Fire Department. Call 
216/361-5535 to leave your contact 
information. 

FREE TAX PREP
EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT (EITC) 
COALITION will provide free tax prepa-
ration at the Gordon Square Arcade 
(6516 Detroit Ave.) and Lin-Omni Center 
(3167 Fulton Rd.).  The Coalition is look-
ing for volunteers; anyone can sign up to 
become a volunteer, just attend a coali-
tion-led training to become IRS-certifi ed.  
Volunteers make an important difference 
for low-income families. To volunteer, 
signup at http://www.refundohio.org/ or 
visit for free training sessions  http://
refundohio.volunteerhub.com/SignIn.
aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fevents%2fi ndex.

GUNS
REPORT “CRIME GUNS” HOTLINE 
is 216-241-8477 (216-241-TIPS). 
Cuyahoga County law enforcement 
announced recently a new initiative to 
get illegal guns off the street.  The new 
initiative establishes a hot line for people 
to call to report the so-call “crime guns” to 
police.  Rewards are offered depending 
on the outcome of the tip given.  All 
calls are anonymous - never recorded 
or tracked.  Callers are given a numeric 
code for each call.

HEALTH CARE
Information on MEDICARE, MEDIC-
AID, MARKETPLACE AND OTHER 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE is available 
from Certifi ed Application Counselors at 
Neighborhood Family Practice.  Contact 
their Patient Benefi ts team at 216/281-
0872 ext. 2020 for more information or 
to schedule an appointment.

HEATING ASSISTANCE
WINTER CRISIS PROGRAM BE-
GINS.   Heating assistance is available 
to eligible households through the Home 
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP). 
Running until March 31, 2016, the HEAP 
Winter Crisis Program will provide as-
sistance to eligible households that are 
threatened with disconnection or have 
been disconnected. The household must 
also have a gross income at or below 175 
percent of the federal poverty level. For 
a family of four the annual income must 
be at or below $42,437.50. Individuals 

interested in receiving Winter Crisis 
assistance must have a face-to-face 
interview at the local HEAP provider. 
A list of providers is available at www.
energyhelp.ohio.gov. Ohioans also can 
call the toll-free hotline at (800) 282-
0880, hearing impaired customers may 
dial (800) 686-1557 for assistance, or 
you can visit http://development.ohio.
gov/is/is_heapwinter.htm for more infor-
mation about the Winter Crisis Program.  
For more information about energy 
assistance programs, call (800) 282-
0880 or visit www.energyhelp.ohio.gov.

HISPANIC ISSUES
THE SPANISH-LANGUAGE ADVISO-
RY BOARD aims to assist the Board of 
Elections of Cuyahoga County in imple-
menting the Bilingual Elections Program, 
to ensure that the most effective means 
are consistently utilized to provide Span-
ish language access to Limited English 
Profi ciency persons of voting age.  For 
more information, visit https://www.face-
book.com/TuVoto.es.TuVoz/timeline.

HOLIDAY EVENTS
ANNUAL HOLIDAY KICK-OFF on Lo-
rain from W. 45 – W. 85th from December 
4-6th.  20% off select merchandise at 
various shops.  Hours vary.  For more 
information, call 216/961-4242.
DETROIT SHOREWAY NEIGHBORS’ 
HOLIDAY PARTY will be held Saturday, 
December 5th from Noon – 3 pm at the 
Gordon Square Arcade, 6516 Detroit 
Ave. Live music, snacks, and free photos 
with Santa.  For more information, call 
216/961-4242, ext. 243 or email abox-
ler@dscdo.org.
GORDON SQUARE shopping day is 
Saturday, December 12, from 11 am – 4 
pm.  Free festivities include the Cleve-
land Bazaar Craft Fair at the Gordon 
Square Arcade and a Winter Market 
inside the Arcade.  For more information, 
visit http://dscdo.org/wrapped.aspx
SHORT AND SWEET HOLIDAY SHOP 
featuring locally handcrafted gifts will be 
held at the Art House at 3119 Denison 
Ave. on Fridays through Sundays De-
cember 4-6 and December 11-13.  Friday 
hours are 4 pm – 8 pm, and Saturday 
and Sunday hours are 11 am - 4 pm.  
Log onto https://www.facebook.com/
shortandsweetholidayshop.
TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY will be 
held on Thursday, December 3 from 5:00 
– 7:00 pm at the May Dugan Center at 

4115 Bridge Ave. in the Ohio City neigh-
borhood.  Holiday songs, light refresh-
ments, crafts for kids, sponsor-an-or-
nament, 6th annual lighting of the tree.  
@maydugancenter,  #MDCtreelighting, 
and MayDuganCenter.org.

HOMEBUYING
THE CITY LIFT PROGRAM provides 
eligible homebuyers with $15,000 in 
downpayment assistance on qualifi ed 
properties, and offers homebuyer edu-
cation.  Annual income of all persons 18 
years and older living in the home must 
be at or below 120% of the Cleveland 
Area Median income (see http://www.
nhscleveland.org/_CE/pagecontent/
Documents/AMI.pdf.) Assistance is not 
limited to fi rst-time homebuyers. Prop-
erties must be within the city limits of 
Cleveland, the primary, owner-occupied 
home of the buyer(s), a detached home, 
townhouse, condominium, 1-4 unit 
property, or Planned Unit Development.  
For more information, visit http://www.
nhscleveland.org/funds-a.

RECYCLING
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
RECYCLING is offered on the first 
Friday of every month, as well as some 
Saturdays (including December 26) 
from 9 am to 3 pm at the Division of 
Waste Collection, Ridge Road Station 
at 3727 Ridge Rd.  Tires, latex paint, 
propane tanks, and household batteries 
are not accepted, nor are materials 
from businesses.  Also accepted on 
December 26 are computers and pe-
ripheral equipment  (CPUs, Monitors, 
keyboards, computer mice, printers, 
modems, software, ink cartridges 
and cellphones).  No TVs or other 
electronics.  For more information, 
call the City of Cleveland Recycling 
Hotline at 216/664-3717.  Or visit 
www.cleveland-oh.gov.
REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY
DON’T LET RTA RAISE YOUR FARES 
AND CUT BUS SERVICE!  Make your 
voice heard and connect with other riders 
who want to make a change!  Meet at the 
Cleveland Public Library MLK Branch at 
1962 Stokes Blvd. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12 from 1 pm to 2:30 pm.  For more 
information, contact Caitlin Johnson 
with the Ohio Organizing Collaborative 
at 216/502-7172 or Caitlin@Ohorga-
nizing.org  

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from  page 2continued from  page 2

At the November 3rd Election 
voters in Ward 15, Precinct M 
approved a local option for a liquor 
permit for Brewnuts donut bar at 
6501 Detroit Avenue by a vote of 
210 – 41. They also approved a 
local option for Sunday sales at the 
same location by a vote of 197-55.

The vote will allow the Brewnuts 
to sell beer and liquor as well as 
its beer-fl avored donuts when they 
reopen their shop in the space that 
once served as Councilman Matt 
Zone’s office. Brewnuts, owned 
by Shelley Fasulko and John 
Pippin, previously had a location 
in the Tremont West Development 
Corporation building on Professor 
Avenue in Tremont.

Voters approve local option for Brewnuts donut bar

Plain Press Website: For additional neighborhood newsPlain Press Website: For additional neighborhood news
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                          PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, October 31, 2015; Dia de Muertos celebration presented by Artistas Latinos Unidos, W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: The Santa Cecilla Mariachi Band joins in the Skulls and 

Skeletons Procession.


