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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 4, 2016; Dedication of Little Free 
Library, Baltic Children’s Park, W. 108th & Baltic: 
Tamin Albelushi, age 2, plays with a ball, while his 
brother Waleed, age 8, and Chloe Lisiewski, age 
6, listen to Ann Rowlett read a book.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 4, 2016; Dedication of Little Free Library, Baltic Chil-
dren’s Park, W. 108th & Baltic: Greg Bucur, who designed and built the 
Little Free Library, celebrates the dedication with Ann Rowlett, who 
volunteers to keep the library stocked with donations from neigh-
borhood residents and books from the Kids’ Book Bank in Midtown.

     PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Friday, June 17, 2016; Road to Hope, MetroHealth Medical Center: 
Cassandra Al Warda dances to the Arabic singing and music of 
Tony Mikhael & Band. The Road to Hope celebration was presented 
by Cleveland Public Theatre, The MetroHealth System and Ward 14 
Councilman Brian Cummins.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, June 23, 2016, 36 Stately Ash Trees, W. 50th between Bridge and Franklin: Members of the W. 
50th Street Neighborhood Association joined with Arborjet Director of Urban Forestry Rob Gorden on 
June 21st to give the Ash trees on the street their third environmentally sound trunk injection treatment. 
Arborjet has donated a decade worth of the treatment to the neighborhood effort to save the trees from 
the Emerald Ash Borer. The treatments are given every two years.

Little Free Library dedicated at Baltic Children’s Park
Children in the neighborhood 

by Baltic Children’s Park will now 
be able to have a nearby source 
of books to read. A new Little Free 
Library was dedicated in the park at 
W. 108th and Baltic at a ceremony on 
Saturday June 4th. The park is just 
west of Louisa May Alcott Elemen-
tary School on Baltic Avenue. State 
Representative Nickie J. Antonio 
(D-13) was on hand to join neigh-
borhood residents in the dedication 
ceremony.

   Cudell Improvement Executive Di-
rector Anita Brindza talked about the 
importance of having a source of books 
in the neighborhood for children with the 
nearest public libraries being a good dis-
tance away at W. 80th and Detroit Avenue 
and W. 116th and Lorain Avenue. Brindza 
introduced the designer and creator of 
the Little Free Library, Greg Bucur, whom 
she said responded to a request for a 
volunteer to build the Little Free Library.
   Bucar said he grew up in the neighbor-
hood and used to pass the area where 
the park is now on his way to St. Rose El-
ementary School and later on his route to 

catch the bus to St. Edward High School. 
In creating the Little Free Library, Bucar 
said he used an old kitchen cabinet as a 
base. The cabinet is mounted on a post 
with a shingle roof. When one looks at 
the Little Free Library from the rear, he 
said it is designed to look like the new 
Regional Transit Authority bus stops on 
Clifton Boulevard.
   Bucar, who attended the event with 
his six-year-old granddaughter, Chloe 
Lisiewski, thanked Cleveland Lumber, 
Home Depot and the Habitat for Hu-
manity Restore for their contributions 
of materials for the Little Free Library. 
Bucar, noted he also used parts from 
his daughter’s screen door. He said he 
also registered the Little Free Library 
and received a charter number and sign 
from the international Little Free Library 
organization, so the library now appears 
on the world map of Little Free Libraries.
   Brindza also introduced neighborhood 
resident Ann Rowlett, who she said is 
volunteering to keep the new Little Free 
Library stocked with books. Rowlett says 
she works in Midtown near the Cleve-
land Kids’ Book Bank which supplies 
books for little free libraries. Rowlett 
said the library will combine books from 
the book bank with books donated by 
neighborhood residents to keep the 
library stocked. 
   Rowlett took one of the books from the 
Little Free Library and began to read to 
the three children present at the dedica-
tion ceremony – Waleed Albelushi, age 
8, Tamin Albelushi, age 2, and Chloe 
Lisiewski, age 6. Rowlett hopes to hold 
future story hours at the park. Brindza 
said Cudell Improvement will help to 
get the word out when the story hours 
are scheduled.

MetroHealth and Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District to open fi rst of its kind high school
(CMSD News Bureau) The Metro-
Health System and Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District (CMSD) 
are partnering on a new school that 
leaders believe may be the only 
one in the country located within a 
hospital.
 The new Lincoln-West School of Sci-
ence and Health will be based partly at 
the MetroHealth System’s main campus.
 The school will open July 25 with 
ninth- and 10th-graders.
 Tenth-graders will attend classes 
at MetroHealth three days a week, 
while ninth-graders visit weekly. The 
students will interact with professionals 
and observe the medical, business and 
other careers available in the healthcare 
industry. The juniors and seniors who 
come in future years will take coursework 
at Lincoln-West High School on W. 30th, 
online, and serve internships.
 Students’ classes will include Biol-
ogy, English, Spanish, Art, Physical 
Education and Health. They will have 
access to MetroHealth’s clinical staff for 
lectures, lab work and shadowing. The 
design and curriculum was infl uenced 
in part by what was learned during the 
MetroHealth Scholars program, held 
during the 2015-16 school year. As part 

of that program, Lincoln West students 
shadowed MetroHealth employees from 
doctors to food service workers. Their 
input helped the team design the new 
high school concept.
  “The Lincoln-West School of Science 
and Health will expose students to the 
hundreds of jobs available in healthcare, 
jobs that will guarantee them a sound 
and safe future,” Dr. Akram Boutros, 
MetroHealth’s president and chief exec-
utive offi cer, said at annual stakeholders 
meeting June 9 at the Global Center for 
Health Innovation. He listed the school 
among MetroHealth accomplishments 
and plans that address the health and 
well-being of Cuyahoga County resi-
dents.
 CMSD Chief Executive Offi cer Eric 
Gordon said: “Our scholars thrive in 
learning environments that are active 
and engaging. Opening this high school 
with MetroHealth will allow students to 
explore, fi rsthand, the career options that 
are available to them in health care if they 
successfully complete their studies. We 
are grateful to the hospital system for this 
unique opportunity.”
 The small school is one of two 
new models that will share nearby 

continued on page 5continued on page 5

Rejected 600 space parking garage proposal could have made a 
big difference in alleviating West Side Market area parking crisis
by Chuck Hoven
   Early in this decade, the West 
Side Market Tenants’ Association, 
with the help of neighborhood resi-
dents, looked into the possibility of 
building a 600 space parking garage 
on the Hicks parking lot located just 
northeast of the West Side Market. 
A project overview fact sheet was 
produced which gave examples of 

how the garage could work to allevi-
ate the growing parking shortage in 
the area. The plan said 200 potential 
monthly permits (100 to employees 
of various businesses in the mar-
ket district at $70-$90 per month 
and 100 sold to West Side Market 
Vendors for $30-$40 per month with 
50-60 spaces marketed to neighbor-
hood residents on a monthly basis 

would still leave 300-350 spaces for 
everyday general parking.

NEWS ANALYSIS
  The study group recommended that 
Ariel International LLC put together a 
fi nancing package. Ariel International 
looked into possible financing of the 
project and came up with some recom-
mendations. Estimates, at the time, were 

continued  on page 4continued  on page 4



The Plain Press Community Board is a listing of a variety of free 

activities and resources for neighborhoods served by the Plain 

Press. It is sponsored by Organize! Ohio through donations 

from readers and supporters. 

Plain Press
Phone: (216) 621-3060  
2012 W. 25th STE 500  

Cleveland, OH  44113 

e-mail: plainpress@gmail.com    

Advertising e-mail: 

plainpressads@yahoo.com

Website: www.plainpress.org

Plain Press © Es tab lished in 1971   

Circulation: 21,000 cop ies. 

Pub lished month ly. 

Distribution area: Cuyahoga Riv er  
west to W. 130, Lake Erie south to 
the Lower Big Creek Valley. Avail-
 able free at over 500 lo ca tions.
Managing Editor: Charles E. 
Hoven; Editor: Deborah Rose 
Sadlon; 
Photo Editor: Coriana Close; 
Community Board & Website 

Editor: Margie Bray Hoven; 
Ad ver tis ing Sales: Tom Sheehan; 
Graph ic Art ist: Dav id Myers; 
Dis tri bu tion:   Ted Lobaugh  & 
Ahmed Morad 
Mail ing:  Teresa Calvo;  
Board of Trustees:  Keith 
Brown,Peggy Davenport,  David 
Gam ble,  Dr. Leo Jeffres, Joe Nar-
kin,  Helen K. Smith and Julia Van 
Wagenen.

2 Plain Press • July  2016

SupportSupport

Our Advertisers!Our Advertisers!

They SupportThey Support

the Plain Press!the Plain Press!

     PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Friday, June 17, 2016; Road to Hope, MetroHealth Medical Center: Anais 
Rosa, age 14, and her sister Faith Rosa, age 2, work together on an 
art project. The Road to Hope celebration was presented by Cleveland 
Public Theatre, The MetroHealth System and Ward 14 Councilman 
Brian Cummins.

ARTS AND CULTURE
ART IN THE PARK free in Detroit 
Shoreway.  Mondays from 5 - 7 pm (7/11, 
7/18, 7/25, and 8/1) at Michael Zone 
Recreation Center at 6301 Lorain Ave.; 
Wednesdays from 1- 2 pm (7/13, 7/20, 
and 7/27) at Herman Park at W. 59th and 
Herman Ave.; and Fridays from 1- 2 pm 
(7/15 and 7/22) at the Cleveland Public 
Library Lorain Branch at 8216 Lorain 
Ave.  For more information, visit www.
LAND-studio.org or http://cleveland 4art.
weebly.com/   
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART spon-
sors Free Second Sundays Family Days 
(July 10) from 11am to 4 pm in University 
Circle.  Hands-on art projects, games, 
music and more.  For more information, 
visit ClevelandArt.org/summeratCMA.  
EDGEWATER LIVE, presents music, 
food trucks, entertainment and a free 
beginners’ yoga class at 7 pm.   Free.  
From 5:30 to 8:30 pm on Thursdays 
at Edgewater Beach: on July 7, The 
Diamond Project;  on July 14, Sunset 
Strip featuring Billy Morris; on July 28, 
Revolution Pie (no show on July 21). 

For more information, call 216/635-3200 
or visit http://www.clevelandmetroparks.
com/Main/EventsProgramsCalendar/
Edgewater-LIVE-2016-9068.aspx.
LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY shows 
free movies at 6 pm on Saturdays: On 
July 2, Freaky Friday (1976); on July 9, 
The Hurt Locker (2009); on July 16, Gods 
and Monsters (1998); on July 23, Bonnie 
and Clyde (1967); and on July 30, Penn 
and Teller Get Killed (1989).   In the Main 
Library Auditorium at 15425 Detroit Ave.   
For more information, call 216/226-8275 
or visit http://lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/
programs/lakewood-public-cinema. 
OHIO CITY STAGES will be presented 
every Wednesday Free in July at 7:30 
pm outside the Transformer Station 
on West 29th St.  Sponsored by the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, these block 
parties feature acclaimed global music 
artists. For more information, visit www.
TransformerStation.org.
PAINTING IN THE PARK Family Fun 
Day Festival.  On Saturday, July 9, 
2016, Furaha Forever Productions will 
host their 2nd Annual Painting in the 

Park Family Fun Day Festival in Lincoln 
Park-Tremont from 12 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
There will be live painting presentations, 
various creative art activities for children, 
teens and adults, food vendors and 
more.   For more information, contact the 
Coordinator at 216-202-0784.

CHILDREN AND TEENS
GET OUT AND PLAY at Summer 
Playground Crawls every Friday at 10 
am.  Games on July 1 at Fairview Park, 
on 38th south of Franklin; Water Fun on 
July 8 at Zone Rec Splash Park, West 
65th and Lorain; Soccer on July 15 at 
Roberto Clemente Park, West 38th and 
Seymour; Capture the Flag on July 22 
at Lincoln Park, West 14th and Stark-
weather; and Water Fun on July 29 at 
Zone Rec Splash Park at West 65th and 
Lorain. See more information at www.
ohiocity.org/nearwestrec or on the Near 
West Rec Facebook page.
AAMOTH FAMILY PEDIATRIC WELL-
NESS CENTER SUMMER CAMP, 
including fi tness, nutrition, gardening 
and cooking classes, will be held through 
August 12th.   Campers ages 5-11 meet 
from    9 am to noon, and those ages 
12-18 meet from 1-4 pm.  All classes 
free with completed consent form.  No 
appointment needed.  Located at the 
Women’s and Children’s Pavilion at 
Metro Health Medical Center, 2500 
Metro Health Dr. for a calendar, visit 
metrohealth.org/wellkids, call 216/778-
5224 or email wellkids@metrohealth.org.  
To schedule a clinical appointment, call 
216/778-5210. 
THE BUTTERFLY PROJECT CAMP, 
presents Warrior Boot Camp, a 6-week 
free summer camp sponsored by the 
City of Cleveland and offered at Cudell 
Recreation, 1910 West Blvd., for boys 
ages 11-15.  Noon-12:45 free lunch – 
1-3 (with a snack break), on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, July 5-August 11.  The 
purpose of the camp is to teach coping 
skills to deal with emotions such as anger 
and grief, as well as the effects of trauma 
and environmental stress in an effort to 
decrease community violence. Concepts 

of confl ict management, teamwork, au-
tonomy, healthy masculinity, personal 
safety, self-regulation and empowerment 
through interactive workshops and 
physical training.  To develop community 
peace builders who take responsibility for 
their own actions through mindfulness, 
self-control and effective emotional regu-
lation techniques.  For more information, 
call 216/664-4137 or www.tbproject.org.  
Call or stop in to register. 

COLLEGE 
ASSISTANCE WITH COLLEGE admis-
sions and fi nancial aid is available from 
College Now.  For more information, go 
to collegenowgc.org.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
CALL 2-1-1 for resources 24/7:  informa-
tion on employment; food, housing and  
utility assistance; counseling services, 
drug and alcohol treatment, legal ser-
vices, veterans services, tax preparation 
assistance, and health care.  Free and 
confi dential. 

ENGLISH
ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER 
LANGUAGES sponsored by Parma City 
Schools Adult Education Services will 
be held at the Spanish American Com-
mittee at 4407 Lorain Ave. in Ohio City.  
Orientation will be held on July 11 from 
10 am – 12:30 pm or 5 – 7:30 pm, with 
classes on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 10 am –12:30 pm or 5:30 – 7:30 
pm.  Orientation required to register for 
classes.

FOOD
FREE FRESH PRODUCE AVAILABLE 
ALL SUMMER Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays from 10 am to 6 pm at Metro 
Health Women’s Pavilion, 2500 Metro-
Health Dr.

HEALTH CARE
METROHEALTH SYSTEM will provide 
medical services to patients ages 3 – 21 
who can receive physicals, immuniza-
tions, urgent care and other services 
from through July 11.  The mobile unit 
will be stationed on Mondays at Walton 
School at 3409 Walton Ave. from 8:30 
am – 4 pm.  Walk-ins are welcome but 
appointments may be made by calling 
216/957-1303.  Parents or legal guard-
ians should children and patients should 
have updated insurance information. 

HISPANIC COMMUNITY 
LA PLACITA CLEVELAND presents 
artisan vendors, traditional food and live 
entertainment.  Celebrating culture and 
cultivating small business on the second 
Saturday of  the month from  1- 6 pm in 
La Villa Hispana at the US Bank Lot at 
3104 West 25th. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE
A PEOPLE’S PEACE AND JUSTICE 
CONVENTION will be held on July 15-
17. Gathering on Friday and Saturday 
at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, 
organizers want to bring attention to 
problems that may not be addressed 
at the Republican National Convention. 
They also plan to present nonviolent 
solutions to these problems. Workshops 
on Saturday will focus on developing 
planks for an alternative platform.  They 
aim to  challenge both parties to propose 
real solutions to the often ignored hurting 
in our world and call upon them to imple-
ment a political climate, foreign policy, 
economic approach, and environmental 
policy that is neither imperialistic nor 
militaristic, that protects the environment, 
and that nurtures inclusion, genuine 
security, nonviolence, and peace and 
prosperity for everyone.   Work on the 
platform will continue on Sunday at the 
Masonic Auditorium, 3615 Euclid Ave. 
For more information, contact Genevieve 
Mitchell - the_blackboard@gmail.com, 
(216) 939-4943  or Greg Coleridge - 
gcoleridge@afsc.org, 216-255-2184. 
Register online at  <http://www.pjpc2016.
org/register>---contact-us.html.  Like us 
on Facebook: <https://www.facebook.
com/pjpc2016>  For information on 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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RESERVED
FOR THOSE
55 & BETTER!

APPLICATION DAY
will be held

Thursday, July 7th 2016 
from 9:00am - 4:00pm 

at BROTHER'S LOUNGE

216.330.8839
www.apfuhousing.com

11609 Detroit Ave
Cleveland, OH 44102
brotherslounge.com 

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 18, 2016; Clifton Arts and Musicfest, Clifton Boulevard: 
Alan Darcy on the Sax, and Chase Ockuly on the guitar, join with har-
monica player (not shown) Jarred Goldweber to entertain the crowd. 

 Cleveland as an Occupied City as Republican National Convention comes to town
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by Randy Cunningham 
 Cleveland is a city holding its breath.  
From July 18th through the 21st, Cleve-
land will be an occupied city.  It will be 
occupied by the convention of a Republi-
can Party that has built its power over the 
past four decades by stepping on cities 
such as Cleveland. It will be occupied by 
its own city government that is catering 
to every whim of convention goers, and 
trashing the rights of dissent and free 
speech in the process. It will be occupied 
by the fears of our elite that this will be 
another opportunity to showcase the city 
that will end up like a Cleveland Browns’ 
football season.  

COMMENTARY
 The hype is everywhere. The city is 
getting spruced up. Private homes are 
being rented out at exorbitant rates. 
Restaurant and tavern owners are 
salivating with visions of profi ts in their 
heads. The hotels of Cleveland are 
fat and happy.  The civic boosters are 
breathless in their enthusiasm.

The fl ip side of the enthusiasm of the 
civic booster, is the paranoia of the cop.  
The city is marshalling forces like a coun-
try mobilizing for war. Riot equipment is 
being purchased, and the boys are being 
given all the toys they want. The city has 
enacted a security plan that dishes up 
equal helpings of repression, pettiness 
and absurdity.  
 The Great Fear is the fear of demon-
strations and protests getting out of hand. 
The source of this fear are plans being 
made to protest the forty years of silence 
that have reigned over problems that 
demand an end to silence. 

Silence about poverty. Remember 
poverty? It used to be a concern before 
the War on Poverty was turned into a War 
on the Poor. Silence about the homeless 
and the policies designed to keep them 
out of way of progress and profi ts.  Si-
lence about racism. And, fi nally silence 
about all the old demons of American 
history as embodied in the person of 
Donald Trump. 

There are a number of efforts being 
made to shatter the silence.  The End 
Poverty Now March for Economic Justice 
coalition was one of the fi rst coalitions 
to get organized and is led by Organize 
Ohio – a state wide community organiz-
ing network. The coalition is composed 
of unions, social justice and peace 
organizations, environmental groups, 
anti-racist organizations, and homeless 
organizations. The main focus of the End 
Poverty Now coalition is building support 
and participation for a march that will be 
held the afternoon of July 18th – the fi rst 
day of the convention.

The next most important effort will 
be the People’s Peace and Justice 
Convention which will run from the 15th 
of July to the 17th in the lead up to the 
RNC convention. The People’s Peace 
and Justice Convention will host some 
top notch speakers such as MSNBC 
commentator Michael Eric Dyson, and 
Rev. Lennox Yearwood of the Hip Hop 
Coalition, and a series of workshops that 
will have something for everyone who is 
committed to the fi ght for social justice 
in the USA.  
 There is a full buffet of activities by 
organizations both local and national 
planned for the week of the convention. 
About the only way to keep track of 
what is going on is counterrnc2016.org 
and the web site of End Poverty Now at 
endpovertynow2016.org. It is important 
that if you want to participate in any of 
the events to visit these web sites every 
few days, because plans can change at 
a moment’s notice. It can be confusing. 
 One reason for the confusion is the 
City of Cleveland, whose security plan 
is not a plan for peace and order.  It is 
a plan for chaos.  The city has delayed 
issuing permits until two weeks before 
the convention. The intent is clear.  They 
want to make sure that it is impossible 
to properly plan demonstrations and 
events, and if you cannot properly plan 
such events you will get into trouble.

The City of Cleveland initially set up 

a security zone that encompassed three 
square miles of downtown Cleveland 
roughly running from Carnegie Ave to 
the South, the Crib in Lake Erie to the 
North, W. 25th street to the West and E. 
30th street on the East. It mandated a 
conveyor belt for demonstrations along 
a route that guarantees that no one at 
the convention and few people outside of 
the convention would see the marches.  
Demonstrations were to be no longer 
than 50 minutes in length from start to 
fi nish and if your demonstration is 10 
minutes late in starting, your permit could 
be revoked.  No provisions for rallies 
were made. The absurdities pile up one 
atop the other. You cannot carry a bicycle 
lock within the security zone, but an AR-
15 assault rifl e is just fi ne.  
 One unknown is what the stance of the 
Cleveland Police Department will be. The 
police are always a trick bag. Long time 
Cleveland protesters say that the Cleve-
land police have not traditionally been 
arrest happy in such cases.  However, 
others are worried about the precedence 
of what happened with the Michael Brelo 
protests last year where protesters were 
“kettled” into dead end alleys and over 
seventy people were arrested. Figuring 
out what the police will do is always a 
risky business.
 In response to the recipe for disorder 
cooked up by the city, one of the most un-
likely coalitions in Cleveland history has 
come together in a law suit before the US 
District Court for Northern Ohio against 
the City of Cleveland. The plaintiffs are 
Citizens for Trump, the Northeast Ohio 
Coalition for the Homeless, and Orga-
nize Ohio represented by the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The suit 
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 18, 2016; Clifton Arts and Musicfest, Clifton Boulevard: 
Stamati Tripodis of Tick Tock Tavern prepares a shish kabob for a 
customer. On an especially hot summer day, Tick Tock Tavern staff 
worked behind outdoor grills serving ribs, shish kabobs and gyros to 
festival goers in front of their restaurant. 

that the garage could be built for $11.25 
million with an annual debt service of be-
tween $809,000 and $869,000 per year. 
The recommendations were submitted 
to some of the businesses along W. 25th 
just before two new large venues – Town 
Hall and Mitchell’s Ice Cream were slated 
to open. Area businesses were asked to 
sign on to the project.
   West Side Market Tenants’ Association 
President Vince Bertonaschi says the 
business owners failed to endorse the 
proposal. Instead, along with the City 
of Cleveland, they pursued the current 

project-- to restripe and reconfigure 
the Hicks Lot along with the West Side 
Market Parking lot to add another 128 
parking spaces, increasing the capacity 
of the two lots from 498 to 626 parking 
spaces. When the project is complete, 
the City of Cleveland plans to charge 
for parking with some initial free time to 
allow short term parkers to park for free.
   Bertonaschi doesn’t believe the extra 
128 spaces and the parking fees will 
solve the parking problem. He sees 
continued expansion of large area busi-
nesses crowding out West Side Market 
shoppers who often can’t fi nd a parking 
spot. He sees this as endangering the 
very nature of the West Side Market as 

a destination for people to purchase gro-
ceries. He says when former Councilman 
Joe Cimperman promised to “keep the 
market open for another 100 years, he 
didn’t say in what form.” Bertonaschi is 
concerned that, without access to close 
by parking for customers buying grocer-
ies, the West Side Market will lose many 
of its traditional food merchants and 
see them replaced by vendors that can 
sell prepared foods to people passing 
through on their way to restaurants and 
bars in the neighborhood.
   The agenda, of the June 20, 2016 
Board of Zoning Appeals meeting, pro-
vides evidence of the efforts made by 
local businesses wanting to expand with-
out adding any additional parking spac-
es. The owner of Town Hall proposed 
expansion of the existing restaurant, 
adding a second fl oor with 202 additional 

seats to the restaurant that currently 
seats 274 seats-- bringing the total seat-
ing capacity to 476. The Board of Zoning 
Appeals agenda indicated: “The owner 
appeals for relief from Section 349.04 
which states that additional accessory 
off street parking is required for the new 
expansion at the rate of one parking 
space per 4 seats; therefore, 54 spaces 
are required. The subject property is 
located in the PRO (Pedestrian Retail 
Overlay) and, therefore, benefi ts from a 
parking reduction of one third reduction 
bringing the total spaces required to 36 
spaces but no spaces are proposed.”
   Bertonaschi sent a letter to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals urging that they deny the 
request of Town Hall to expand without 
adding additional parking spaces. He 
noted that the expansion would “contrib-
ute more to the ‘substantial altering of the 

neighborhood’ and result in ‘substantial 
detriment’ to the merchants at the West 
Side Market.” 
   At the June 20th meeting, Ben Trimble, 
of the Ohio City Incorporated staff, re-
layed Town Hall’s request to postpone 
the hearing. The hearing on Town Hall 
has been postponed until August 22nd. 
The Board of Zoning Appeals will meet in 
Room 514 in Cleveland City Hall begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. on that day. Residents 
wishing to weigh in with their concerns 
about the expansion of Town Hall can 
attend in person or write to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals, City of Cleveland, 601 
Lakeside Ave, Room 516, Cleveland, OH 
44114. The calendar number for Town 
Hall’s variance request is 16-093. Let-
ters can also be sent by email to a staff 
member at the Board of Zoning appeals: 
Elizabeth Kukla at: EKukla@city.cleve-
land.oh.us. More information about the 
Board of Zoning Appeals and criterion for 
opposing an appeal are available at the 
City Planning Commission website at: 
planning.city.cleveland.oh.us.

PARKING GARAGEPARKING GARAGE
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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Residents still wary of proposed zoning changes in Ohio City
by Chuck Hoven
 Over the past six months, Ohio 
City residents participating in meet-
ings about rezoning the entire Ohio 
City neighborhood have learned 
quite a bit about how to read zon-
ing maps and designations for use 
districts, area districts and height 
districts. On June 8th, at St. John 
Episcopal Church on Church Ave-
nue, residents listened as Joel Wim-
biscus, Chair of the Ohio City Real 
Estate and Land Use Committee, 
and Trevor Hunt of the City Planning 
Commission staff presented yet 
another revised plan for rezoning of 
the neighborhood.
 The zoning changes were initially 
presented to the neighborhood under the 
premise that current zoning law would 
not allow many of the current buildings 
in Ohio City to be built today without a 
number of variances. Residents pointed 
out that the proposed changes from City 
Planning went well beyond the initial goal 
and would instead allow large structures 
with a high density beyond what are 
common in the neighborhood.
 The latest version of the plan incorpo-
rated many suggestions from previous 
meetings, substantially scaling back 
some of the area and heights allowed in 
developments that residents had object-
ed to. 
 During this long process, Ohio City 
residents and block clubs did their own 
research. Alex Frondorf, working with 
a development committee that grew 
out of the Franklin-Clinton Block Club, 
developed a presentation that explains 
in detail the City of Cleveland’s propos-
als and what they would mean in terms 

of square footage of buildings, height 
and setbacks. The committee makes 
alternative recommendations for various 
sections of the neighborhood. Frondorf 
also prepared a presentation for the 
Bridge Carroll Block Club. 
 Architect David Ellison also devel-
oped drawings showing residents how 
large buildings could be built in various 
locations under the proposed City of 
Cleveland zoning changes.
 In response to all the meetings and 
presentations, some residents ex-
pressed skepticism as to whether new 
zoning was needed at all. A number of 
residents said they believed that the cur-
rent zoning law, requiring variances for 
many structures, worked for them. One 
resident said, “Going for a variance is not 
evil. It is an opportunity for residents to 
say, ‘I like this. I don’t like this.’ We don’t 
have rights as citizens if we give this up.,” 
she said.
 Residents also complained about 
lax requirements for parking in Urban 
Overlay and Pedestrian Retail Overlay 
districts which are forcing more parking 
into residential neighborhoods. One 
resident said because of lack of parking 
requirements for developments, parking 
spaces in her neighborhood are taken up 
and she now has to park 2 ½ or 3 blocks 
away from her house. “This is not what 
I bought into in 1972,” she said.
 A zoning change by the City of 
Cleveland allowed a four story 70-unit 
apartment building being put up next 
to the historic building that houses her 
law offi ce on Clinton Avenue is a sore 
point for Nancy Schuster. She noted 
being engaged in a property line dispute 
with the developers of the project that 
may result in the loss of a 100-year-old 
wrought iron fence and problems with 

developers damaging her blue spruce 
tree and Rose of Sharon hedge. Ohio 
City resident Mary Rose Oakar gave 
some background on Schuster’s case 
on Clinton Avenue, saying that Schuster 
had won a case in court that said, “you 
can’t build this monstrosity.” However, 
Oakar said after Schuster’s victory 
in court, the property was rezoned to 
allow for the development. Oakar said, 
“no way a councilman and the planning 
commission should act this way.” She 
also said it was not right for Ohio City Inc. 
to side with the developer over Schuster. 
Oakar says the lack of trust of the City 
of Cleveland when it comes to zoning, 
stems from the rezoning of the parcel on 
Clinton. “I don’t know if the city will ever 
regain trust after that,” she said.
 Not everyone at the meeting was op-
posed to the proposed zoning changes. 
A resident of W. 38th, South of Lorain 
Avenue said he thought increased den-
sity would help keep housing affordable 
and lead to a more economically diverse 
neighborhood.
 A group calling itself the ad hoc 
Neighborhood Committee on Rezoning 
the Ohio City Neighborhood listed a 
number of interests they would like to 
see addressed in the neighborhood. The 
group called for the planning process to 
start over again with a neighborhood 
initiated plan that identifi es goals that 
neighborhood residents would like to see 
happen such as preserving the historic 
nature of the neighborhood, requiring 
adequate well landscaped parking for all 
new developments and developing de-
sign guidelines that are compatible with 
the historic nature of the neighborhood. 
The group provided sample letters for 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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Neighborhood School 
Enrollment Sites
2016-2017 school year

Now – July 29  

Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Garfi eld  •  3800 W. 140th St., Cleveland, 44111
Miles Park  •  4090 E. 93rd St., Cleveland, 44105
Patrick Henry  •  11901 Durant Ave., Cleveland, 44108
Robinson G. Jones  •  4550 W. 150th St., Cleveland, 44135

Year-round enrollment sites:
Cleveland Metropolitan School District Offi  ce
1111 Superior Ave. E., Cleveland, 44114
Monday through Friday  •  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Thomas Jeff erson International Newcomers Academy
3145 W. 46th St., Cleveland, 44102
Monday through Friday  •  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
216.404.5159 for bilingual assistance

Required documents to enroll
• Child’s birth certifi cate
•  Complete and up-to-date immunization record
•  Most recent report card, transcript or withdrawal form 
•  Guardianship documents, if applicable
• Guardian ID
• Proof of address

216.838.3675

ClevelandMetroSchools.org

           PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Friday, June 17, 2016; Road to Hope, MetroHealth Medical Center: Visual Artist Hector Castellanos Lara 
contributes to a Road to Hope mural. The Road to Hope celebration was presented by Cleveland Public 
Theatre, The MetroHealth System and Ward 14 Councilman Brian Cummins.

Lincoln-West High School. The Lin-
coln-West School of Global Studies is 
the other model.
 Carnegie Corporation of New York 
gave CMSD $3 million to develop and 
launch the small Lincoln West schools 
as well as a new model for the nearby 
Old Brooklyn neighborhood. The Old 
Brooklyn school is to open in 2017.
 The Lincoln-West School of Science 
and Health is expected to start with about 
150 students. The limit is about 125 per 
grade.
 At MetroHealth, classes will be con-

ducted in classrooms and a laboratory 
previously used for training.
 The two Lincoln-West schools will 
run year-round. Students will generally 
alternate 10 weeks of classes with three-
week breaks.
 Despite its name and emphasis, stu-
dents who graduate from the School of 
Science and Health will not be limited in 
their college and career options. 
 At the end of their ninth-grade year, 
students will select from among several 
academies, or pathways, like health 
sciences, business and communication 

and fi ne arts, Principal Chris Thompson 
said.
 Before graduating, they will present 
portfolios of learning and experiences 
from their school careers. Thompson 
said these will include education and 
volunteer service in the Cuyahoga Val-
ley National Park, study of community 
issues, internships and college applica-
tions and tours.
 Both schools will feature mastery 
learning, in which students will advance 
as they demonstrate mastery of content.
 Thompson previously led the high 

school portion of the SEED School of 
Maryland, a public, college-preparatory 
boarding school for students in the sixth 
through 12th grades. He said the chance 
to start a program from the ground up 
was one of the reasons he came to 
Cleveland.
 The School of Science and Health 
expands a partnership between CMSD 
and MetroHealth that includes providing 
medical services at Lincoln-West and 
13 other schools. The hospital also has 
hosted mentoring and job-shadowing 
programs the last two years.

HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

continued from page onecontinued from page one

Clevelanders for Public Transit applauds maintenance of 
critical bus routes and reduced Paratransit fare increase

On June 7, 2016, the Greater 
Cleveland Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) voted to reduce service and 
increase fares due to a $7 million 
budget shortfall. Clevelanders for 
Public Transit applauds RTA for its 
responsiveness to the public’s com-
ments and concerns but continues 
to call for more equitable solutions 
to funding public transportation from 
all levels of government.

The service reductions proposed 
by RTA staff contain several victo-
ries for members of Clevelander 
for Public Transit. For example, the 
8 bus service along Cedar will be 
maintained until 9pm every day. 
The 81 bus deviations that serve 
Cuyahoga Housing Metropolitan 
Authority housing Lakeview Ter-
race and Tremont Pointe will be 
maintained until 6pm on weekdays. 
Instead of starting at 4:30 a.m., the 
2 Bus service will begin at 5:30 
a.m. – service that was slated to be 
eliminated.

 “We obviously didn’t want to see any 
cuts, but we are happy that RTA kept 
equity at the center of their plan,” said 
Clevelanders for Public Transit member 
Rich Raphael. “We are enthusiastic for 
opportunities to work together for fi ght to 
increase funding for transit at all levels 
of government.”

The board voted to increase fares for 
the bus and rapid from $2.25 to $2.50 in 
August and up to $2.75 in 2018. An all-
day pass will increase from $5 to $5.50 
in August and up to $6 in 2018. One-
way paratransit fares will increase from 
$2.25 today to $2.50 this August, $2.75 
in 2017, $3 in 2018 and $3.25 in 2019. 
RTA will also launch an all-day pass for 
paratransit this August which will grad-
ually increase from $7 to $8.50 in 2019.

 “We see this as a partial victory espe-
cially for paratransit riders because the 
original increase proposed was $1.25,” 
said Clevelanders for Public Transit 
member and paratransit rider James 

Lamb. “Folks on SSI and disability have 
not had a cost of living raise in nearly 
three years.”

Newburgh Heights Mayor Trevor El-
kins was the lone dissenting vote on the 
board, proposing that the fare increases 
have had a sunset clause and roll back at 
a certain date while local leaders secure 
more sustainable funding for RTA. 

On June 23 at 6pm Clevelanders for 
Public Transit will hold a public meeting 
with members of county council and RTA 
leadership to discuss long-term solutions 
for public transit in Greater Cleveland. 
The meeting will be held at Antioch 
Baptist Church, 8869 Cedar Ave. 

Clevelanders for Public  Transit is a rid-
ers’ organization in partnership with labor 
and community allies that builds power 
for affordable, accessible and equitable 
public transit in Northeast Ohio. Our 
riders Bill of Rights is attached below. 

Formed in 2007, the Ohio Organizing 
Collaborative (OOC) is an innovative 
statewide organization that unites com-
munity organizing groups, labor unions, 
faith organizations, and policy institutes 
across Ohio. OOC currently consists of 
15 member organizations with members 
in every major metropolitan area across 
the state.

For more information, visit Cleve-
landers for Public Transit and ohorga-
nizing.org.

Rider organization calls on RTA Board, and all levels of government 
to develop a long term plan for sustainable public transportation
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216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community 
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 18, 2016; Clifton Arts and Musicfest, Clifton Boulevard: 
Don Snyder and Silas, a Blue Merle Collie, take in the sights, sounds 
and aromas of the festival.

residents to send to Ward 3 Councilman 
Kerry McCormack, Mayor Frank Jackson 
and Councilwoman Phyllis Cleveland 
who is a member of the City of Cleveland 
Planning Commission. 
 One resident urged Ohio City to be 
more inclusive in sending out notice for 
future meetings. She said a lot of people 
don’t go to block club meetings and elec-
tronic notices don’t work for everybody. 
She urged that notices be sent to the 
Plain Press for publication and fl iers be 
passed out and put in the library.
 In response to the feedback of resi-
dents at the meeting, Ward 3 Councilman 
McCormack said, “Community feedback 
is critical. The conversation is not over.” 
He urged residents to “absolutely ex-
press concerns to professionals.” Trevor 
Hunt of the City of Cleveland Planning 
Commission staff, said, “my door is open 
to address specifi c concerns.”

OHIO CITY ZONINGOHIO CITY ZONING

continued from page 4continued from page 4

 Debris cleaned up from Winimac 
lot in Stockyard neighborhood
   Residents and business owners 
on the South side of Clark between 
W. 54th and W. 56th were pleased to 
see the City of Cleveland had the 
vacant lot behind them on Winimac 
cleaned up in early June. The debris 
strewn lot was featured in a photo 
in the May issue of the Plain Press. 
Area residents and businesses 
now hope the vacant house on the 
corner of W. 54 & Winimac will be 
removed as well.

Tremont restaurant/bookstore required to add more parking

At its June 20th meeting, the Board 
of Zoning Appeals (BZA) consid-
ered a proposal by Dave Ferrante 
to change the former Komorowski 
Funeral Home at 2258 Professor Av-
enue in the Tremont neighborhood 
into a restaurant and book store. 
Lack of suffi cient parking held up the 
BZA’s ratifying the proposal.

Based on its square footage, the 
project would require 27 parking 
spaces, it currently has 19. Fer-
rante noted two options he was 
considering for the additional eight 
parking places. Signing a valet 
parking agreement with Tremont 

West Development Corporation or 
securing use of the back yard of a 
neighboring property. The BZA told 
Ferrante they were prepared to ap-
prove the project if he could show 
a fi ve-year lease for the additional 
parking spaces, or a signed fi ve-
year agreement for valet parking.

 Permanent Supportive Housing proposed for former Brooklyn YMCA building
by Chuck Hoven

The Cleveland Housing Network in 
partnership with Eden Inc. hopes to 
secure financing to build permanent 
supportive housing for the homeless at 
the site of the former Brooklyn YMCA at 
3881 Pearl Road. The proposal hinges 
on securing Low Income Tax Credits 
from the Ohio Housing Finance Agen-
cy. Other possible sources of funds 
include the City County HOME funds, 
and funds from the Ohio Mental Health 
Finance Agency, says Project Manager 
Jillian Watson of the Cleveland Housing 
Network.

Irene Collins, Executive Director 
of EDEN, says the application to the 
Ohio Housing Finance Agency is due 
in February of 2017 and awards an-
nouncements are in June of 2017. If the 
fi nancing is awarded, they hope to begin 
construction in 2018 for a grand opening 
in the summer of 2019, she said.

Adam Stalder, Managing Director of 
the Stockyard, Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn 
Centre Community Development Offi ce 
says the former Brooklyn YMCA building 
which closed in 2007, was condemned 
last year. He said the Cuyahoga County 
Land Bank has secured title to the prop-
erty and has agreed to provide $100,000 
toward the $350,000 demolition cost.

Cleveland Housing Network and 
EDEN Inc staff joined with staff of Front-
lLine Services to make a presentation 
of their plans at a May 26th community 
meeting. The meeting was held at 
South Pointe Commons, 3323 W. 25th, 
a permanent supportive housing facility 
managed by EDEN Inc.

The proposal for the Brooklyn YMCA 
property calls for 66 units of permanent 
supportive housing to be built in a 
$12-million newly constructed building 
on the site of the former Brooklyn YMCA. 
Kate Monter Durban, Assistant Director 
of the Cleveland Housing Network, ex-
plained that proposed apartment build-
ing would be part of Cuyahoga County’s 
Housing First initiative which is about 
halfway to its goal of creating 1,000 units 
of permanent supportive housing for 
single individuals in Cuyahoga County 
that are chronically homeless.

Monter Durban says that chronic 
homelessness in Cuyahoga County 

has declined by 73% since 2006, largely 
due to the efforts to create permanent 
supportive housing through the Housing 
First initiative. As a result, Cleveland has 
far less homelessness than other cities, 
said Monter Durban. She said the suc-
cess of the model which provides social 
services as well as housing is evident in 
that “less than 2%” of the residents of the 
permanent supportive housing return to 
homelessness.”

Monter Durban explained that provid-
ing permanent supportive housing is not 
only the humanitarian thing to do, but 
also saves the taxpayers and funders 
of homeless services signifi cant dollars. 
She said providing services to the chron-
ically homeless is expensive. They make 
high use of Emergency Rooms and are 
often in need of long term psychiatric 
services. She said 80% of the resources 
available for the homeless go to serve 
the 20% of the homeless population that 
is chronically homeless.

Under the proposed plan Cleveland 
Housing Network and EDEN would joint-
ly develop and own the property. EDEN, 
which operates a number of permanent 
supportive housing sites in Cleveland 
would serve as the project manager. 
FrontLine Service, which has a history 
of working with the homeless population, 
would help provide social services. The 
Veterans Administration would also be in-
volved in providing services to residents, 
as many of the chronically homeless are 
also veterans.

Monter Durban said the meeting was 
being held at South Pointe because it is 
a permanent supportive housing facility 
similar to what is being proposed for the 
Brooklyn YMCA site. Those present were 
invited to tour the fi rst fl oor of facility. The 
tour included the laundry room which has 
six washers and fi ve dryers; an exercise 
room, public restrooms, staff offi ces, Vet-
erans Administration case management 
offi ce; and the front desk. The tour guide 
explained that the front desk is staffed 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. The 
fi rst two shifts are staffed by Eden Inc. 
staff and the evening shift is staffed by 
a security company. There are security 
cameras for both the inside and outside 
of the facility and persons wishing to gain 
access to the building have to be let in 

by staff at the front desk.
Staff at the facility include social 

service case managers, a program 
coordinator, and a life skills specialist. 
Frontline Services staff provide addi-
tional help beyond that of the building’s 
staff including help such as working to 
help get birth certifi cates for residents 
and applying for food stamps or trips 
to the Social Security offi ce.  In total, 
including four row houses behind the 
main building, South Pointe provides 82 
units of permanent supportive housing.

The tour also included the apartment 
of a tenant who had graciously agreed 
to show her apartment.  EDEN staff ex-
plained that residents are provided with 
a bed, chair, kitchen table & chair, micro-
wave, refrigerator, stove and television. 
They are also provided with a move in 
kit that includes dishes, towels, cleaning 
supplies, etc. If the resident has no in-
come, case managers will help replenish 
their supplies, if they have income, they 
pay for their own. Residents can stay as 
long as they want. The tenant volunteer 
proudly displayed her apartment she had 
furnished with a creative artistic touch.

The majority of residents in atten-
dance at the meeting seemed impressed 
with the quality of services offered at 
South Pointe. Staff members gave a 
number of examples how permanent 
supportive housing has transformed the 
lives of residents. One statistic shared 
concerned employment of residents 
living in permanent supportive housing. 
EDEN Executive Director Collins said 
when moving into permanent supportive 
housing about 3% of residents are em-
ployed, after a year as residents that fi g-
ure rises to about 20% being employed.

A resident inquired whether a private 
developer interested in market rate 
housing on the site might be able to 
make a project work if given a lean 
free property with $100,000 toward 
the demolition cost. Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Organization 
Executive Director Jeff Ramsey noted 
the property has been vacant for ten 
years and said “nobody is chomping at 
the bit” to develop the site.

 Fulton Lorain Bailey Block Club opposes variance in effort 
widen corner of W. 40th Place and Burton Court

 At the June 20th meeting of the Board 
of Zoning Appeals, members of the 
Fulton Lorain Bailey Block Club spoke 
in opposition to a proposal by B.R. Knez 
Construction to receive variances to build 
a two story single family residence on 
a lot at 2072 W. 40th Place, the corner 
of W. 40th Place and Burton Court. The 
variances requested that the house be 
larger and closer to the street than cur-
rent zoning code allows.

In a letter to the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals, Block Club Co-Chair Joan Chase 
said plans to build the house right up to 
the street would make an already tight 
turn radius on the street even worse. The 
letter notes that, currently, vehicles larger 

than a midsize car, turning from Burton 
Court to W. 40th Place, can’t negotiate the 
turn. Instead, she said they are forced to 
go the wrong way on a one-way street. 
She noted that it is especially concerning 
when emergency vehicles have to back 
up and reach the street from the other 
side of W. 41st – adding several minutes 
to response time.
 Block Club Co-Chair Joel Elvery said 
the block club appreciated the invest-
ment that B.R. Knez was making in the 
neighborhood by building new housing 
on vacant lots, but hoped for a delay 
to redesign the proposed house so the 
street could be widened at the corner to 
accommodate large vehicles such as 
emergency vehicles and garbage trucks. 
He submitted Chase’s letter along with 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a 
check or money order with your 
ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 
25th #500 Cleveland, OH 44113. 
For more information call Tom 
Sheehan at (216) 621-3060 or 
email plainpressads@yahoo.
com.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS/
RUMMAGE SALES

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

HALL FOR RENT
ARCHWOOD UCC - 2800 Arch-
wood Ave Cleveland 44109 - Space 
available to rent for parties, show-
ers, weddings, receptions, meet-
ings, etc.  Call Church office at 
216-351-1060.

PEN PALS WANTED
MY NAME IS RANDALL MANLEY 
and I am incarcerated here in Ohio 
and I am looking for any pen pals 
to write. Randall Manley #635000, 
P.O. Box 120, Lebanon, OH 45036. 

SERVICE & REPAIR
LAWN MOWER SERVICE: Save 
your mower.  “Fight bad gas!” Tribe 
rules, Yeah!  216-312-0252.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, June 23, 2016; W. 25th and Market Street: This sign warns 
drivers to yield to pedestrians within the crosswalk. In response to 
an article in the June Plain Press titled, Riverview Tower residents 
voice concerns about neighborhood problems, a Plain Press reader 
suggested a sign like this should be placed in the crosswalk in front of 
the Riverview Towers at 1795 W. 25th Street. Riverview residents report 
that cars are not yielding to pedestrians in that crosswalk.

additional RNC-related actions/events:  
<http://www.counterrnc2016.org/index.
html>  Or American Friends Service 
Committee,  Northeast Ohio Offi ce,  2101 
Front Street, #111 Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
44221 or http://afsc.org/offi ce/akron
END POVERTY NOW! MARCH FOR 
ECONOMIC JUSTICE!  National Action 
at Day One of the Republican National 
Convention on July 18. For more infor-
mation, email endpovertynow2016@
gmail.com, call 216/651-2606, or visit 
endpovertynow2016.org or Facebook.
com/endpovertynow2016

LEADERSHIP
THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT is a 
free community engagement training 
program for residents of Cleveland, and 
its inner ring suburbs, who are working 
on projects within the City of Cleveland.  
NLDP graduates come from all different 
backgrounds and work on a variety 
of issues. They build and maintain 
community gardens and work in 
community development organizations; 
they support homeowners through 
fi nancial literacy programs, teach 
computer skills to residents and 
build playgrounds for children. NLDP 
graduates are community activists, they 
work with youth; work on environmental 
issues and work with the homeless and 
those facing re-entry. They enrich their 
communities through arts and culture 
and advocate for housing rights.  The 
15 sessions take place on Saturdays 
at Trinity Commons at 2230 Euclid 
Avenue beginning August 27. For more 
information and an application, visit 
www.nldpcleveland.com or call 216- 
776-6172. The deadline for applications 
is August 1.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
EXPUNGEMENT means getting 
previous convictions expunged, or 
sealed, to open doors to employment 
and education. Expungement Day 
is October 28, 2016, but the legal 
paperwork must be done ahead of 
time. To do so, a number of eligibility 
clinics have been scheduled, including 
Saturday, July 23 in the Clark Fulton 
neighborhood at the Family Ministry 
Center at 3389 Fulton and Saturday, July 
30 in Tremont at Pilgrim Congregational 
Church at 2592 West 14th St., both sites 
from 10 am to 1 pm. If you are unable 
to attend and are interested in this, 
please contact:  the Legal Aid Society at 
216/861-5332 or the Cuyahoga County 
Public Defenders’ Offi ce at http://
publicdefender.cuyahogacounty.us
LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF CLEVE-
LAND’S VOLUNTEER LAWYERS 
PROGRAM offers free brief advice and 
referral clinics. Service is available on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  Bring all 
important papers with you. If you need 
legal representation, you may be referred 
to The Legal Aid Society or another 
service provider. Saturday, July 9 from 
9:30 – 11:00 am at the Lorain Branch 
of the Cleveland Public Library at 8216 
Lorain Ave..

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES
GET YOUR GAME ON @ YOUR LI-
BRARY.  Children and teens are invited 

to play board, computer and video 
games on Tuesdays, July 12 and 26, and 
August 2 and 16, at 1 pm at the Lorain 
Branch of the Cleveland Public Library 
at 8216 Lorain Ave.
CELEBRATE LIBERIA’S INDEPEN-
DENCE DAY by learning about the 
African country, its cultural, history, and 
people.  Liberian refreshments will be 
served.  Tuesday, July 26 at 1 pm at 
Lorain Branch of the Cleveland Public 
Library at 8216 Lorain Ave. 
See also READING and SEWING 
NOTICES.

NATURAL HISTORY
THE POWER OF POISON exhibit will 
be showing at the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History through July 24. A Free 
Family Pass for general admission to 
the Museum (which includes the exhibit) 
is available with your Cleveland Public 
Library card, while supplies last. Each 
pass is good for 2 adults and 4 children. 
For more information, call 216/623-2921.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
RESIDENT-LED NEIGHBORHOOD 
SAFETY WALKS are held in Detroit 
Shoreway starting at Lorain Branch 
Library at 8216 Lorain Ave. on Tues-
days July 12 and July 26 at  7 pm. For 
more information about setting up and 
promoting your own walk, contact Jer-
emy at 216/961-4242 x233 or Jtaylor@
dscdo.org
THE FIRST DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS MEETINGS are held the 
fi rst Thursday of each month (July 7) at 
7 pm at St. Ignatius of Antioch Church at 
10205 Lorain Ave.   Speak directly with 
Commander McCartney and his staff.
THE SECOND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS MEETINGS are held the 
second Tuesday of each month (July 
12) at 7 pm.  Meet with the Commander, 
Supervisors, and Offi cers.  Meet at the 
Applewood Centers, 3518 West 25th St. 
(in the Gym on Daisy Ave.). For more 
information, email mmcdonald@city.
cleveland.oh.us or call 216/664-3293. 

PARKS AND RECREATION
NEW SCIENCE LEARNING APP 
about the parks is now available from 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Kent 
State University, and Cleveland Met-
roparks. It is live and freely available on 
iTunes (Android version to follow). The 
app, called ParkApps, features a number 
of different resources aimed at educating 
park visitors as they run, hike, and bike 
through the parks. ParkApps includes a 
digital map with points of interest where 
users learn about the history and ecol-
ogy of the parks. Another feature is ‘My 
ParkApps,’ where visitors and scientists 
can create their own maps. Users who 
decide to create a login for the app will 
also have free access to an accompa-
nying website where they can see their 
progress, create new points, and see a 
record of their hikes in the park. To learn 
more about the ParkApps project and to 
download the app, go to: http://parkapps.
kent.edu

READING
EVERY CHILD READY TO READ @ 
your library. Early Literacy Begins with 
You. Help your child get ready to read 
with simple activities every day. Log onto 
www.everychildreadytoread.org.
KIDS’ BOOK BANK distributes books 

to children.  Register your organization 
(one time) at www.kidsbookbank.org, 
and request books from that website.  
They will confi rm availability and arrange 
for pick up at their location.  Questions?  
Contact Judy Payne at 216/526-1006 or 
or jpayne@kidsbookbank.org
THE LITERACY COOPERATIVE offers 
information for child and adult literacy at 
www.literacycooperative.org.  
SHAKESPEARE
THE SHAKESPEARE FIRST FOLIO 
is the fi rst collected edition of Shake-
speare’s plays. It was published in 1623, 
seven years after is death. It includes 36 
of his plays, including Macbeth, Julius 
Caesar, Twelfth Night, The Tempest, 
Antony and Cleopatra, The Comedy of 
Errors, and As You Like It.  It will be on 
display at the Cleveland Public Library 
at 325 Superior Ave. through July 30.  
For more information, visit http://cpl.
org/fi rstfolio.
MAKING AND FAKING SHAKE-
SPEARE, an exhibit on display through 
December 31 at the Main Library 3rd 
fl oor, John G. White Corridor, Special 
Collections. 
NO FEAR SHAKEPEARE, reading 
aloud at the Cleveland Public Library, will 
be held on July 9th from Noon to 1 pm at 
the Literature Dept., Ohio Center for the 
Book at the Main Library on the 2nd fl oor.  
Call the Literature Dept. at 216/623-2881 
if you want to be a reader.  
SHARE YOUR SHAKESPEARE STO-
RY, to celebrate 400 years of Shake-
speare: Use a smartphone or other 
device to record and share short videos 
answering a questions about his work:  
When did you fi rst read or see Shake-
speare?  Share your favorite lines or 
speeches.  Or other questions and tips 
at folger.edu/MySHX400.  Share your 
video  on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
or YouTube using hashtag #MySHX400 

SEWING BASICS
LEARN ABOUT SEWING as you cre-
ate your own simple projects. Patrons 
aged 10 years and up (including adults) 
can register for this 6-week session 
by contacting the Lorain Branch of the 
Cleveland Public Library at 8216 Lorain 
Ave. at 216/623-7011.  Saturdays, July 
2, July 23 and August 6 at 2 pm.
WI FI.  NetX Internet and Ohio City Incor-
porated announced that Market Square 
Park now offers public Wi-Fi. This free 
internet service can be accessed in the 
park by connecting to the network titled 
“OHIOCITYFREEWIFI”

WRITING 
THE CLEVELAND INKUBATOR is a 
FREE one-day writers’ conference for 
adults and youth over 18.  Workshops 
in fi ction, nonfi ction, and poetry.  Craft 
talks on publishing, comics and writing 
for a living. Event set for Saturday, July 
30 from 8:30 am – 5 pm at the Cleveland 
Public Library. To fi nd out more and to 
register, see http://clevelandinkubator.
org.
PERSONAL ESSAY WRITING WORK-
SHOP is scheduled for the third Sat-
urday, including July 16, from 10:30 
am -12:30 pm. at the Carnegie West 
Library at 1900 Fulton Rd. Learn the 
art of turning memories into stories in 
a supportive group setting.  Workshops 
will offer writing exercises and feedback 
on participants’ work (sent in advance of 

fi rst workshop).  Register at http://www.
litcleveland.org/521-1021-personal-es-
say-writing-workshop.html.
POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP free 
on the Second Saturdays including 
July 9 from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. at 
The Main Library, 325 Superior Ave., 
2nd fl oor, Ohio Center for the Book/Lit 
Dept.   A workshop for poets of all levels.  
Sharpen your craft and receive feedback 
on you work. Please bring 15 copies of 

your poem. See http://www.litcleveland.
org/514-1014-poetry-writing-workshop.
html 

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2

some photos of tire marks where vehicles 
had run over the lawn and pictures of a 
dented guard rail that the city had placed 
on one side of the street.
 In making the request to the Board 
of Zoning Appeals, Elvery said that the 
block club had been under the impres-
sion that the lot was a land bank lot that 
the City of Cleveland owned and could 
widen without infringing on property 
rights. He told the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals he just learned that was not the 
case and the lot was privately owned. 
He asked that B.R. Knez Construction 
consider changing the design of the 
house so as to allow for better sight lines 

and for the street to be widened.
 A representative of B.R. Knez Con-
struction said the company wants to be 
cooperative with the neighbors. He said, 
“We are willing to go back to work and 
see if we can fi nd a reasonable com-
promise.” The Board of Zoning Appeals 
agreed to postpone a decision on the 
requested variances until its August 1st 
meeting. 
 Later, in the June 20th meeting, with-
out any opposition, the Board of Zoning 
Appeals approved variances for B.R. 
Knez Construction to build single family 
houses on four other vacant lots in the 
Ohio City neighborhood south of Lorain 
Avenue. The houses will be built on va-
cant lots at: 2191 W. 33rd; 4300 Orchard 
Ave.; and 4304 and 4306 Bailey Avenue.

WIDEN CORNERWIDEN CORNER

continued from page 6continued from page 6

OCCUPIED CITYOCCUPIED CITY
continued from page 3continued from page 3

asks for a restraining order against the 
security plan of the city for violating the 
constitutional rights of free speech and 
peaceable assembly of the plaintiffs.

In response to the suit, United States 
District Court Judge James Gwin ruled 
that many of the restrictions placed by 
the city of Cleveland on demonstrations 
and parades violated fi rst amendment 
rights of free speech. The negotiations 
to follow up on the response of the court 

will now be critical for what unfolds in 
Cleveland during the convention. On 
June 23, following the Judge’s ruling, 
the ACLU negotiated with the City of 
Cleveland for a smaller restricted event 
zone and parade and demonstration 
routes more respectful of the free speech 
rights of demonstrators to get their mes-
sages before convention delegates. U.S. 
District Judge Dan Polster is overseeing 
the negotiations. The details of the set-
tlement were not available as the Plain 
Press was going to print. 
   There are two door mats at the front 
door of the City of Cleveland this sum-
mer.  The one for the GOP says WEL-

COME. The other is for those who are 
not fans of the GOP and its retrograde 
agenda.  It says GO AWAY.  Again the 
issue is silence.

The elite, the movers and shakers and 
boosters love the sound of silence.  But 
for the rest of us who think there is a long 
list of neglected business that demands 
attention, we need to break the silence.  
It is a moral imperative to do so.

Find an event to participate in. Join the 
marches.  Break the silence. Activism is 
the pulse of democracy.  Make sure that 
pulse is strong this July in Cleveland. 

Editor’s Note: Randy Cunningham 
is on the planning committee of End 
Poverty Now and is the author of De-
mocratizing Cleveland: the rise and fall 
of community organizing in Cleveland, 
Ohio 1975-1985.  For more infor-
mation: The People’s Peace & Justice 
Convention contact the Cleveland 
Nonviolence Network at www.cleveland-
nonviolence.org, on Face Book under 
www.facebook.com/pjpc2016 and e-mail 
peoplesconvention2016@gmail.com.  
End Poverty Now March for Economic 
Justice at www.endpovertynow2016.
org, endpovertynow2016@gmail.com, 
twitter.com/EndPoverty2016. Stand 
Together Against Trump at www.stand-
togetheragainsttrump.com. And for a 
comprehensive list of events go to www.
counterrnc2016.org.
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FREE Summer Meals for Kids

KIDS EATFREE!
Cleveland Metropolitan School District joins the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank to feed children at 18 convenient school locations.
Monday through Friday, children 18 years 
and under will be off ered hot, nutritious meals all summer.

ClevelandMetroSchools.org/SummerMeals

Low cost meals for adults 
accompanied by a child:
Breakfast ................$2.50
Lunch .....................$4.00
Dinner ....................$4.00

Sites, Serving Schedule & Dates

Max S. Hayes  8:00-9:30  11:45-1:30   5/31  –  7/8

John Adams  8:00-9:30  11:45-1:30   5/31  –  7/8

Jane Addams BCC  8:00-9:30  11:45-1:30   5/31  –  7/8

John Marshall Campus  8:00-9:30  11:45-1:30   5/31  –  7/8

Adlai E. Stevenson  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Anton Grdina  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Michael R. White  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Walton   8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Marion Sterling  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Bolton   8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Hannah Gibbons  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Wade Park  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Luis Muñoz Marin  8:00-9:30  11:00-1:00   6/1     –  7/22

Harvey Rice    3:00-5:00  6/1     –  7/22 

Miles Park    3:00-5:00  6/1     –  7/22

Joseph M. Gallagher    3:00-5:00  6/1     –  7/22

James A. Garfi eld    3:00-5:00  6/1     –  7/22

Willson     3:00-5:00  6/1     –  7/22

 SCHOOL  BREAKFAST           LUNCH                 DINNER                       DATES OF OPERATION


