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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; Rally prior to End Poverty Now! 
March for Economic Justice, E. 45th and Superior: Sandra 
Ellington, a Cleveland janitor and Service Employees 
International Union Local 1 Executive Board Member 
talks about the role unions can play in lifting families 
out of poverty by working for higher wages and benefi ts.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; End Poverty Now! March for Economic Justice, 
E. 45th and Superior: One of nearly 1,000 marchers begins the trek to 
downtown Cleveland to the Republican National Convention to send 
a message to the country to “End Poverty Now!”

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; Rally prior to End Poverty Now! March for 
Economic Justice, E. 45th and Superior: Raymond Jacobs, a member 
of Northeast Ohio Coalition of the Homeless, sends out a message: 
“Stop racial hate. Stop the RNC” (Republican National Committee).

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; End Poverty Now! March for Economic Justice, E. 45th and Superior: A marcher 
holds a sign that links Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump with Italian National Fascist Party 
Leader Bonito Mussolini.

by Chuck Hoven 
 A crowd of 1,000 people gathered 
at a large lot on E. 45th just north of 
Superior Avenue on July 18th for a 
rally prior to participating in the End 
Poverty Now March for Economic 
Justice. Groups from different parts 
of Ohio and from throughout the 
United States joined an array of 
Cleveland organizations in display-

ing signs for a wide range of issues 
and causes.
 The two and-a-half hour rally, 
before beginning the march to the 
Republican National Convention 
in downtown Cleveland, featured 
musical groups, speakers, many 
displays of signs and enough food 
for all present -- generously served 
by volunteers from Food Not Bombs 

and Seeds for Peace.
 The wide range of individuals and 
groups representing different caus-
es and agendas all came together 
for the End Poverty Now March for 
Economic Justice, which would be 
the largest of the marches during the 
course of the Republican National 
Convention in Cleveland. 
 Upon arrival into the rally grounds, 
members of the Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Progressive Caucus (formerly 
Northeast Ohio for Bernie Sanders) 
greeted people with fliers for an 
upcoming fundraiser featuring a 
fi lm called, “Pay 2 Play” by John 
Wellington Ennis. Meanwhile, up on 
the stage, an activist from the city of 
Detroit spoke of poor people being 
evicted from their houses or being 
denied water because they couldn’t 
afford to pay their water bills. Then, 
Clevelander Sandra Ellington, an 
Executive Board member of the 
Service Employees International 
Union Local 1, spoke of the role 
unions can play in helping people 
to decent wages and benefi ts that 
lift families out of poverty.
 Intently watching the speakers 
were two young women from Cleve-
land, Katy Carpenter and Megan 
Shanklin, each holding up a sign. 
Carpenter’s sign read, “Justice 
must include US” and Shanklin’s 
sign read, “People Are Greater than 
Profi ts, End Poverty Now.”
 Nearby two Greater Clevelanders, 
Matt Meister and Pat Mahoney, hold 
up the sign of the Industrial Workers 
of the World. Meister, who says the 
group has its Cleveland offi ce in the 
Catholic Worker building near West 
41st and Lorain Avenue, is proud of 
the history of the group which he 
says has been around since 1905.
 Alex Chabbott of Santa Barbara 
California sports a t-shirt reads in 
English, Spanish and Arabic, “No 
Human Being is Illegal.” He also 

had boxes full of literature to pass 
out, including free copies of “Earth 
First, The Journal of Ecological Re-
sistance.”
 Sitting in a chair watching events 
unfold at the rally was Raymond 
Jacobs, a member of the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition of the Homeless 

(NEOCH) who held a sign that 
read, “Stop Racial Hate, Stop the 
RNC”. Nearby, another member 
of NEOCH, Kim Goodman, held a 
sign reading, “End Poverty Now.” 
Goodman is also carrying a large 
empty plastic tub which she says she 

End Poverty Now marchers rally for Economic Justice

continued on page 5continued on page 5Organizers from Cleveland and Philadelphia 
call for major political parties to end poverty
 Cleveland and Philadelphia orga-
nizers of national marches, calling 
for an end to poverty in the United 
States, gathered in downtown 
Cleveland, on July 7th, for a press 
conference to announce plans for 
marches in both cities during the 
fi rst day of the national political party 
conventions in each city. According 
to a statement by the organizers, 
the marches were “necessary to put 
pressure on the leaders of both par-
ties to end the economic inequities 
and inexcusable poverty that exists 
in the United States.”
 At the press conference held in 
front of the Cuyahoga Job and Fami-
ly Service Building on Payne Avenue 
in Downtown Cleveland, Cleveland 
organizers announced that a coali-
tion of 30 Cleveland groups would 
be holding the End Poverty Now! 
March for Economic Justice on July 
18th in Cleveland beginning at the 
corner of E. 45th and Superior.  Phil-
adelphia organizers announced that 
the Poor Peoples Economic Human 
Rights Campaign (PPEHRC) along 
with 41 groups would be holding the 
March for Our Lives on July 25th in 
Philadelphia beginning at the South-
side of Philadelphia City Hall.
 Organizers of the marches said 
that in this election year, the needs 

and rights of the poor in the United 
States continue to be ignored. Larry 
Bresler of Organize Ohio, which co-
ordinated the Cleveland organizing 
efforts said the March is for human 
rights, particularly Economic Human 
Rights, such as the right to food, 
health care and education. Bresler 
called for an end to the major po-
litical parties just focusing on the 
middle class and forgetting about 
the poor.
 Organizers of the march on the 
Republican National Convention in 
Cleveland said, “The Republicans 
have chosen to have their conven-
tion in Cleveland, a city with a child 
poverty rate of 58%, one of the high-
est in the country, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. The Repub-
lican Party’s Policies have chosen 
to address this problem by cutting 
back funding for all the programs 
serving the poor and contributing to 
a widening inequality in our country.”
 PPEHRC National Coordinator 
Cheri Honkala of Philadelphia ex-
plained some of the history United 
States involvement with the creation 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and then the abandonment of 
its mission. She said, “In 1948, the 
United States took the leadership 
continued on page 4continued on page 4
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 CORRECTION
A listing in the Community Board in 
the July Plain Press under FOOD 
incorrectly said FREE FRESH PRO-
DUCE was available at MetroHealth 
Medical Center. The produce is not 
free. It is FOR SALE at the Metro-
Health Farm Stand in the Women 
and Children’s Pavilion. The Plain 
Press apologizes for any inconve-
nience caused by this mistake.

 CORRECTION
In an article in the July Plain Press 
titled Cleveland as an Occupied City 
as Republican National Convention 
comes to town it was incorrectly 
stated that United States District 
Judge Dan Polster ruled that many 
of the restrictions placed by the city 
of Cleveland on demonstrations and 
parades violated fi rst amendment 
rights of free speech. While Judge 
Polster oversaw the negotiations 
following the ruling, the ruling was 
made by United States District Court 
Judge James Gwin. The corrected 
version of the article is posted online 
on the Plain Press website at www.
plainpress.org.

ARTS AND CULTURE
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART in 
University Circle sponsors Free Second 
Sundays Family Days (August 14) from 
11am to 4 pm. Hands-on art projects, 
games, music and more.  For more 
information, visit ClevelandArt.org/sum-
meratCMA.  
DETROIT SHOREWAY FREE SUMMER 
EVENTS.  On Monday, August 1 from 
5 -7 pm Art in the Park is scheduled at 
Michael Zone Recreation Center at 6301 
Lorain Ave. On Tuesday, August 2 at 7 
pm, Cleveland Public Theater/Student 
Theater Enrichment Program will per-
form at Herman Park at West 59th and 
Herman Ave. (Rain Location: Cleveland 
Public Theater.)  On Friday, August 12 
at Herman Park, a Family Activity will 
be held at 7 pm and an Outdoor Movie 
at 8:30 pm. (Rain Date: 8/19).
EDGEWATER LIVE presents music, 
food trucks, entertainment and a free 
beginners’ yoga class at 7 pm.   Free.  
From 5:30 to 8:30 pm on Thursdays at 
Edgewater Beach: 
On August 4, oldboy will play; On Au-
gust 11, Collage will perform, and on 
August 18, Dubfl ex Reggae. For more 
information, call 216/635-3200 or visit 
http://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/
Main/EventsProgramsCalendar/Edge-
water-LIVE-2016-9068.aspx.
MARCHING TOWARDS PEACE: Re-
membering Nagasaki.  Performers and 
Artists for Nuclear Disarmament - PAND 
- joins with Cleveland Peace Action 
Education Fund to commemorate the 
atomic bombing of Nagasaki on August 
9, 1945 and recommit to the goal of a 
world free of nuclear weapons. Program 
will include selections by Beethoven, 
Brahms, Dohnanyi, Dvorak, Tom Lehrer, 
and Schubert, performed by Cleveland 
Orchestra members and friends. Also, 
songs and refl ections from the Great 
Peace March, on its Thirtieth Anniver-
sary. The concert will be held Tuesday, 
August 9th, at 5:30 - 7:00 pm at Barking 
Spider Tavern, 11310 Juniper Rd, Cleve-
land, University Circle.
OPERA AT THE DUNHAM TAVERN will 
be held on Sunday, August 14 on 6709 
Euclid Ave.   Food Trucks at 5:30 pm 
and Free Family Friendly Performance 
begins at 6:30 pm.  For more information, 
contact Stacy Marinelli at 216/926-4956 
or Stacy.Marinelli@gmail.com.
STUDENT THEATER ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM (STEP), Cleveland’s lon-
gest-running arts and job training pro-
gram for urban teens presented by 
Cleveland Public Theatre (CPT) with the 
latest original play, Awakening Heart, on 
tour to Cleveland city parks from August 
2-12.  In this ancient Sumerian text, the 
tale of Gilgamesh, a mighty king – part-
god, part-man – is confronted by his 
community when his wealth and power 
walls him off from his own heart and 
humanity. Woven with original dance 
and song, Awakening Heart features 
the creativity of Cleveland youth as they 
fi nd their voice, speak truth to power, 
and affi rm the greater human pursuit for 
connection, love and life. Bring a blanket 
or a lawn chair and enjoy free theatre in 
the park.  On Tuesday, August 2, at 7 pm 
at Herman Park (W 58 & Herman Ave - 
Rain Location: Cleveland Public Theatre 
6415 Detroit Ave.).  On Friday, July 5 at 7 
pm at Lincoln Park (W 14 & Starkweather 
Ave - Rain Location: Pilgrim Church 
2592 W 14).  On Saturday, August 6 at 
5 pm at St. John’s Church (2600 Church 
Ave & W 26 - Rain Location: Church).  
On Wednesday, August 10 at 7 pm at 
Denison Elementary School (3799 W 
33 & Denison Ave - Rain Location: Gym-
nasium).   On Thursday, August 11 at 3 
pm at Thomas Jefferson International 
Newcomers Academy (3145 W 46 & 
Clark Ave. - Rain Location: Gymnasium). 
On Friday, August 12 at 6 pm at Gilm-
ore Park (W 134 & Puritas Ave - Rain 
Location: Fogarty Hall at Blessed Trinity 
Church at 14040 Puritas Avenue).                                              
THE TEMPEST, Shakespeare’s farewell 
to the stage, is infused with  magic, music 

and romance, exploring the meaning of 
imprisonment and freedom, forgiveness 
and redemption, illusion and reality.   
Saturday, August 6 and Sunday, August 
7, Lincoln Park.   Performances begin at 
7pm and are presented FREE.  Bring a 
blanket or low-slung chair.                                           
TREMONT ARTS OPERA in Lincoln 
Park on Saturday, August 20 at 7 pm. 
Family Friendly Performance with Free 
admission. Bring a chair or blanket, pack 
a picnic basket and enjoy this concert 
with family and friends.  Visit http://www.
clevelandoperatheater.org/#!opera-for-
all/cpqn
VOLUNTEER AT THE TRANSFORMER 
STATION.  Volunteers are offered local 
benefi ts and access to exclusive tours at 
the museum and elsewhere.  Join and 
be part of this small and dynamic arts 
organization.  Those interested should 
email Caitie Moore at caitiemoore@
transformerstation.org. 
WEDNESDAYS ON THE SQUARE will 
be hosted by the Ohio City Merchants 
Association on 3 Wednesdays in Au-
gust. The free concert is family friendly 
and open to all on Wednesdays August 
3, 10 & 17 at 6 p.m. at Market Square 
Park (located at the corner of W. 25th and 
Lorain Avenue.)

CHILDREN AND TEENS
CHILDREN:  AAMOTH FAMILY WELL-
NESS CENTER in the Women and 
Children’s Pavilion at the MetroHealth 
Medical Center’s Main Campus at 2500 
MetroHealth Drive offers free fi tness and 
nutrition classes for children ages 5-18. 
Children also learn about gardening and 
try new foods that they grow. Summer 
class hours: 9 a.m. – noon for Children 
5-11; and 1-4 p.m. for youths ages 12-18. 
For more information on how to sign up, 
visit the website at: www.metrohealth.
org/wellkids or call 216-778-5224.
CLEVELAND METRO SCHOOLS offers 
various school options.  Visit Quality-
SchoolsCLE.org to learn about your pub-
lic school options in Cleveland, search 
for schools by neighborhood, and create 
an account and rate your school. Elija su 
escuela!  Visite QualitySchoolsCLE.org 
para: aprender sobre sus opciones entre 
escuelas publicas en Cleveland, buscar 
escuelas por vecindario, y abrir una 
cuenta para evaluar y califi car su escuela
CLEVELAND BOARD OF EDUCATION 
has an opening for a new board member. 
The board member will complete a four-
year term that expires on June 30, 2019.   
Mayor Frank G. Jackson will make the 
appointment after receiving at least three 
recommendations from an 11-member 
nominating panel.  The candidates must 
live in the District, and will serve without 
pay. Applications, which may be found 
at http://www.clevelandmetroschools.
org/Page/480, are due by the close of 
business on Friday Aug. 12. 
CATCH UP ON YOUR MATH at your 
own pace.  Start at 1+1 and work your 
way to calculus or jump right into what-
ever topic you need to brush up on. Go 
to  http://khanacademy.org to see over 
2600 short videos covering everything 
from arithmetic to physics, with 207 
practice exercises.
DATABASES FOR TEENS. Tools for 
the Common Core-Educational Data-
bases are available at http://www.cpl.
org.  Click on Research and Learning, 
then Research Databases, and scroll 
down to the links of the data bases.  You 
will need a valid CLEVNET library card 
and your password.  (The password is 
usually the last four digits of the phone 
number you provided in your library card 
application.) Also visit the Library’s Teen 
page at http://www.cpl.org/Teens.aspx.
GET OUT AND PLAY at Summer Play-
ground Crawls every Friday at 10 am. 
Relay Races on August 5 at Gallagher 
School at West 65th and Franklin Ave., 
and Games on August 12 at Fairview 
Park, on West 38th south of Franklin. 
See more information at www.ohiocity.
org/nearwestrec or on the Near West 
Rec Facebook page.
KIDS WHO STUTTER who stutter have 

a lot to say, and friends can show them 
how in Stuttering: For Kids By Kids, a 
DVD in English and Spanish starring 
kids who stutter, available at most 
public libraries or through interlibrary 
loan.   Many children who stutter have 
never met others who struggle with the 
same disability. In this DVD from the 
Stuttering Foundation, they meet kids 
who recount how they handle challenges 
such as teasing, speaking out in class, 
and teaching others about stuttering. 
Call your local library to see if Stuttering 
is available there.
MAYOR JACKSON’S YOUTH SUMMIT 
& BACK TO SCHOOL FAIR.  On Sat-
urday, August 13, the 10th Annual Youth 
Summit & Back to School Fair will be pre-
sented by Mayor Frank Jackson and the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
at Public Auditorium, 500 Lakeside Av-
enue.  Registration begins at 8 AM with 
the event running from 9 - 1:30 PM.  For 
further information, call 216/420-8087 or 
216/838-3223.   
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the Back 
to School Fair targeting families and 
students in grades Pre-K through 12.  
Organizers anticipate 2,700 attendees 
at this year’s event, which means we 
need to recruit 75 volunteers from the 
City of Cleveland. For questions, please 
contact Monyka Price, Chief of Educa-
tion, at 216/420-8087 or mprice@city.
cleveland.oh.us
COMMUNITY SPEAKER SERIES
WHAT’S HOLDING YOU BACK? Ms. 
Cicely Campbell, Director of Women 
in Transition, will discuss overcoming 
obstacles to achieving your dreams, 
exploring your strengths, working to-
wards future goals, and believing in your 
ability to achieve a successful future.  On 
Wednesday, August 17th from 6 – 7 pm in 
the Gordon Square Arcade Community 
Room, 6516 Detroit Rd.  All are welcome 
to this free event.  RSVP by Monday, 
August 15th by calling Brittany Senger at 
216/961-4242, ext. 268.

EMPLOYMENT
SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS NEED-
ED.  There is a need for two school 
crossing guards at locations in Ward 
15.  The fi rst is at West 98th and Madi-
son Avenue.  The second location is at 
Detroit and Berea Road.  Call Blanca in 
Councilman Zone’s offi ce for more infor-
mation on compensation and benefi ts 
at 216-664-4235.  All candidates must 
undergo a background check.

HISPANIC COMMUNITY 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  GUERRERAS 
PARA DIOS (WARRIORS FOR GOD): 
Domestic Violence Outreach Group 
for Hispanic Women will meet every 
Wednesday from 5 - 7 pm at 3159 W. 
25th Street. Guerreras Para Dios is a 
Christian based non denominational 
outreach group. For more information, 
call 216/256-9396 or email guerreras-
paradios@gmail.com.
LATINO HEALTH SUMMIT “Our chil-
dren - Our future” will be held on Friday, 
August 26, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
MetroHealth Campus at 2500 Metro-
Health Drive. The summit includes a 
series of breakout sessions on topics in-
cluding Zika virus, adolescent health and 
transgender care.  Free.  For more infor-
mation, call 216/778-5647 or 614/728-
8344. To register visit: http://2016latino-
healthsummit.eventbrite.com

continued on page 7continued on page 7

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; End Poverty Now! March for Economic Justice, 
E. 45th and Superior: Clevelander Vanashia Rice holds a banner that 
urges “Blacks to stop killing Blacks” as members of Peace in the Hood 
get ready to join marchers heading to downtown Cleveland.
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; Rally prior to the End Poverty Now! March 
for Economic Justice, E. 45th and Superior: Members of Washington 
D.C. based women-led peace group CODEPINK dressed as Donald 
Trump and his family members to bring attention to corporate greed. 
Above, Rebecca Green of San Francisco as Melania Trump (left) and 
Alice Newberry of Seattle, Washington as Donald Trump walk with an 
entourage calling for “More Corporate Loopholes.” 

RNC Wrap Up – local activists deserve credit for organization, 
self-discipline and smart politics evident in rallies and marches
by Randy Cunningham 
 The approach of the Republican 
National Convention has been like 
the approach of a hurricane for 
Cleveland.  No one knew what to 
expect but they did know that it was 
going to be big, noisy, expensive 
and second only to the Cavs winning 
the NBA championship as an event 
that will be remembered.  Now the 
convention has passed.  Trump has 
been nominated and we face one of 
the most important elections since 
1860.  
 So how did it turn out otherwise?

COMMENTARY
 First off, in spite of hysteria mon-
gering by City Hall and the media the 
streets did not run red with blood, the 
jails were not bulging with the incar-
cerated and Cleveland’s reputation 
was not reduced to a smoldering 
wreck. Who to give credit to for 
that? I think it was because of the 
organization, the self-discipline and 
smart politics of the activists who 
organized the three most signifi cant 
demonstrations of the week – The 
End Poverty Now demonstration, 
the Wall Off Trump demonstration, 
and the Stand United Against Trump 
demonstration that occurred the last 
day of the RNC.  
 The End Poverty Now march or-
ganization was the earliest and most 
infl uential coalition that organized in 
the early days of 2016. Led by Larry 
Bresler of Organize Ohio it drew 
support from over a dozen separate 
social service, advocacy, labor and 
environmental groups.  It could have 
been larger, but many activists in 
Cleveland bought into the offi cial 
hysteria peddled by the Jackson 
administration and the media, and 
stayed away. We put together the 
largest rally and march that Cleve-
land has seen since the glory days 
of the old community organizations 
in the late 70s and early 80s.  I don’t 
know how many people came, but the 
most typical descriptive words were 
thousand or thousands. Judging the size 
of rallies and demonstrations is a game 
for fools but let us just say there were a 
hell of a lot of people who attended. The 
crowd was diverse. The crowd included 

many representative organizations. The 
crowd was young. We baby boomer 
veterans of the 60s were not dominant. 
The march was colorful with many ban-
ners, fl ags and drums and chants. The 
rally launching the march featured Rebel 
Diaz a hip hop group from NYC, the 
Prophets of Rage – the successor to the 
iconic Rage Against the Machine along 
with many inspiring local and national 
speakers and poets. There was not one 
arrest during the rally and march.  
 The second signifi cant demonstration 
was the Wall Off Trump action that took 
place on July 20th.  A project of the His-
panic artist group Mijente, the Ruckus 
Society, Iraq Veterans Against the War, 
The Working Families Party, the Other 
98%, First Seven Design Labs, and 
Grassroots Global Justice the goal was 
to build a symbolic wall against Trump 
using banners, and cloth ponchos. The 
banners and ponchos were created at 
the Convergence Center that operated 
as a center for activists at the Ohio City 
Masonic Arts Center. We gathered at 
Public Square and walked up Euclid Ave 
to East 4th Street before putting on our 
ponchos that said Wall Off Trump, joining 
hands and in a line marched and sang 
up East 4th to create a line on Prospect 
Ave in front of Quicken Loans arena. We 
were soon joined by the great bulk of 
marchers who formed a longer line be-
hind us using the banners. We covered 
what appeared to be almost two blocks 
fronting the Q. The march was led by 
Hispanic activist groups. There was not 
one arrest during the action.   
 The fi nal action was the Stand To-
gether Against Trump. This was a unique 
effort that was organized by doctors, 
nurses and other medical personnel 
from Cleveland hospitals who work ev-
ery day alongside colleagues from the 
populations that Trump wants to wall off 
or ban at the borders. Key messages 
were delivered by T shirts that delivered 
messages such as Muslim Doctors 
Save Lives, and Mexican Doctors Save 
Lives. Its actions on the last day of the 
convention were in two parts. In the 
afternoon there was a march across 
the Lorain-Carnegie Bridge. One of my 
favorite placards was from Jews Against 
Trump that simply read “We have seen 
this before.” Later in the afternoon and 
evening the group gathered at Public 
Square to continue the protest while 
Trump gave his nomination acceptance 
speech. There were no arrests during 
either of these actions.  
 No discussion of the events would be 
complete without mentioning the Peo-

ple’s Justice and Peace Convention that 
preceded the arrival of the RNC. Those 
attending the events at the convention 
heard speakers who were far more in 
tune with reality and had much more to 
share with the audience than the freak 
show put on at the Q. They heard Mi-
chael Eric Dyson, Connie Burton – poor 
people’s advocate, Rev. Lennox Year-
wood of the Hip Hop Caucus, and Medea 
Benjamin of Code Pink who proved that 
she could penetrate any security cordon 
by putting in an appearance inside the Q 
while the Donald was speaking – making 
us all proud in the process. 
 The progressive activist community of 
Cleveland should give itself a big pat on 
the back for keeping its head while the 
city fathers were losing theirs, for working 
itself into exhaustion and beyond dealing 
with organizing demonstrations, housing 
out of town protesters, taking care of its 
guests and overcoming the numerous 
obstacles thrown in its path by City 
Hall and the Department of Homeland 
Security and doing so with very few 
arrests and very few injuries. It proved 
the we have nothing to fear but fear itself 
in our organizing and we gave a stinging 
rebuke to those who tried to use fear to 
shut us up.  The last 30 years have seen 
a largely successful campaign to pacify 
Cleveland masterminded by the city elite. 
We proved that there is still activist life 
in our community and that we will rise 
again.
Randy Cunningham was in charge of 
housing for the End Poverty Now march.  
He is the author of Democratizing 
Cleveland: the rise and fall of community 
organizing in Cleveland, Ohio 1975 to 
1985 and has an up close and personal 
relationship with the detectives of the 
Cleveland Police Department.

 Menlo Park Academy plans new school at Joseph & Feiss site
   Menlo Park Academy, a K-8 school 
serving gifted children, is working to 
clean-up and rehabilitate the former 
Joseph and Feiss Clothcraft Warehouse 
at 2149 W. 53rd as its new home.
   The Joseph & Feiss site, which once 
housed a large clothing manufacturer, 
has been abandoned for years. The 
clothing factory was once a large em-
ployer in Cleveland. According to the 
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, 
there were 1,800 employees organized 
by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America at the site in 1934. The site 
has been empty since Hugo Boss, which 
acquired Joseph & Feiss in 1989, moved 

the last of its operations out of the build-
ing in 1997. Several attempts to develop 
housing at the site fell through.
   Janise Bayne of the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Development said her 
department awarded the Menlo Park 
Academy project funds from the United 
States Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Brownfi eld Revolving Loan Fund to 
help do environmental clean-up of the 
site. She said the fund will cover 80% of 
the cost of the environmental clean-up, 
with the school providing a 20% match. 
With the clean-up currently underway, all 
the costs have not yet been complied, 
but Bayne says the contribution from the 

continued on page 6continued on page 6

loan fund could reach up to $250,000. 
Bayne says the new school will be a 
“very cool use of the property.”
   On June 28th, Ohio Development 
Services Agency awarded Menlo Park 
Academy a Historic Preservation Tax 
Credit of $826,668 toward the rehabil-
itation of the Joseph & Feiss building. 
The agency estimates the total cost of 
the rehabilitation at $16,618,799.
   Fraser Hamilton, a Menlo Park Acade-
my parent and board member, says the 
school has also secured some federal 
tax credits toward funding the project. He 
says the plan is for the new building to 
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, July 7, 2016; Press Conference for National Marches calling 
for End to Poverty in the United States, 1641 Payne Avenue: Leaders of 
marches calling for an end to poverty in the United States held a press 
conference calling for citizens to join in the marches to be held during 
the Republican National Convention in Cleveland and the Democratic 
National Convention in Philadelphia. Khalid Samad, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the Coalition for a Better Life, called for stopping injustice, 
respecting human rights and stopping Islamic phobia. He urged people 
to come out to protest to say no to economic injustice. He urged an 
end to policies that have led to large numbers of incarcerated persons 
from Cuyahoga County. He referred to the young people with him at 
the press conference calling for action to reduce the danger that they 
would someday end up in prison.
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in the passage of the Declaration of 
Human Rights. Articles 23, 25, and 
26 of the human rights included the 
rights to food, housing, health care, 
education and living wage jobs. 
Instead of abiding these rights, we 
have had an ongoing war on the 
poor. This has to end.”
 The march organizers called 
upon the United States government 
to renew the commitment it made 
when the United States signed onto 
the Declaration for Human Rights in 
1948.
 Diana King, chair of United Cleve-
landers Against Poverty, one of the 
Cleveland coalition groups, spoke of 
her own predicament. “Our family is 
not atypical for a family in poverty. 
My husband, who has health prob-
lems, has an hourly job with low 
wages, and we struggle to make 
it day to day. If he lost his job, my 
family would be out on the streets 
homeless. We need a true War on 
Poverty to create stable families.” 
 Another Clevelander, Romona 
Trunbull, weighed in on poverty 
in Cleveland, “I have worked my 
entire life, and I still became home-
less. Turnbull, an advocate for the 
homeless, who recently became 
homeless herself, said, “Today I 
am regularly working with women 
and children who are homeless. I 
see their suffering as they struggle 
without housing, adequate food, and 
other essentials in their lives. We 
demand that our government and 
the Republican Party immediately 
commit to uphold our economic 

human rights and to end the shame 
of poverty in the United States.”
 Khalid Samad, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the Coalition for a Better 
Life in Cleveland, called for 1,000s 
to come and join the march on the 
Republican National Convention in 
Cleveland to stop injustice now; give 
people human rights now; and to 
stop Islamic phobia now. He talked 
about policies that have led to zip 
codes in Cleveland having the larg-
est numbers of incarcerated people 
in every prison in the state. He called 
for the turning around of these poli-
cies that lead to mass incarceration 
so young people growing up now will 
be spared this injustice in the future.

ORGANIZERS  CALLORGANIZERS  CALL
continued from page onecontinued from page one

 PPEHRC”s Cheri Honkala spoke 
of the protest planned for the Dem-
ocratic National Convention in 
Philadelphia and plans to take the 
Democratic Party to task for past 
policies.  She noted the hardship in 
her neighborhood in Philadelphia 
that came in the aftermath of Wel-
fare Reform passed during the Clin-
ton Administration during the 1990s. 
She said that prior to welfare reform, 
the number one source of income in 
her neighborhood was welfare. Now, 
the number one source of income 
comes from sales of illegal drugs. 
The drug trade in the neighborhood 
comes with guns, funerals and in-
creased prostitution, she said.

Justice & Peace Coalition presents Justice and Peace 
Platform to Republican and Democratic national parties
 On July 21,2016, the last day of 
the Republican National Convention 
(RNC) in Cleveland, a coalition of 
more than two-dozen organizations 
that sponsored the “People’s Justice 
& Peace Convention” on July 16 
and 17 presented a “Platform” to 
representatives of the RNC. The 
Platform contains several hundred 
specifi c proposed laws, regulations 
and constitutional amendments that 
more than 200 individuals helped 
shape at the convention held at 
Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, 
8712 Quincy on July 16th and 17th.
  Representatives of the Conven-
tion publicly announced a summary 
of their Platform at the Speaker’s 
Platform on Public Square. Following 
the public presentation, the representa-
tives marched to the RNC headquarters 
of the Cuyahoga County Republican 
Party at 1234 Bolivar Road to deliver 
the entire document, where they asked 
that it be forwarded to the national party 
leadership. The same document was 
delivered to the Democratic party na-
tional leadership at their convention in 
Philadelphia in the last week of July.
  Convention organizers say the Plat-
form shows that it is possible to achieve 
just, peaceful, democratic and sustain-
able change in our nation and to do so 
nonviolently if only the moral and political 
will exists. Convention attendees were 

committed to nonviolence and the planks 
were developed with a keen awareness 
of structural racism in past and current 
policies.
  The People’s Platform’s specific 
proposals are divided into 5 sections: 
economic justice, social and racial jus-
tice, international justice, environmental 
justice and political justice. Among the 
specifi c proposed Planks include: 
• Federally funded universal early child-
hood education.
• Appropriate subsidies must be provided 
to help workers make the transition away 
from jobs in the fossil fuel industry and 
towards sustainable energy jobs.
• End military interventions, regime 
change, and covert actions.  Use non-
violent methods to weaken international 
terrorist forces such as ISIS and prevent 
the spread of terrorism by imposing arms 
embargoes against all factions, provid-
ing humanitarian aid, and using legal, 
diplomatic, fi nancial, economic and law 
enforcement tools.  
• Stop police brutality and racially biased 
practices of the police, the courts, and 
the U.S legal system and end solitary 
confinement and torture of prisoners 
with accountability for torture in all U.S. 
controlled prisons.
• Amend the US Constitution guaran-
teeing every citizen the right to vote, 
including the formerly incarcerated.
 The full People’s J ustice & Peace 
Platform is available online at: https://
pjpc2016.org .
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Neighborhood School 
Enrollment Sites
2016-2017 school year

Now – July 29  

Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Garfi eld  •  3800 W. 140th St., Cleveland, 44111
Miles Park  •  4090 E. 93rd St., Cleveland, 44105
Patrick Henry  •  11901 Durant Ave., Cleveland, 44108
Robinson G. Jones  •  4550 W. 150th St., Cleveland, 44135

Year-round enrollment sites:
Cleveland Metropolitan School District Offi  ce
1111 Superior Ave. E., Cleveland, 44114
Monday through Friday  •  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Thomas Jeff erson International Newcomers Academy
3145 W. 46th St., Cleveland, 44102
Monday through Friday  •  8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
216.404.5159 for bilingual assistance

Required documents to enroll
• Child’s birth certifi cate
•  Complete and up-to-date immunization record
•  Most recent report card, transcript or withdrawal form 
•  Guardianship documents, if applicable
• Guardian ID
• Proof of address

216.838.3675

ClevelandMetroSchools.org

• Must be 4 or turn 4 by 9/30/16 and meet income guideline (<200% FPG)
• 
• Degreed Teachers
• 
• 

SPACE IS LIMTED!

Call Center or Request 
an Enrollment Visit at 

HorizonOhio.org

Free High-Quality ½ Day Preschool  
– 4 year-old program

Old Brooklyn      4140 Pearl Rd., Cleveland      216-584-KIDS (5437)      •     Market Square      2500 W. 25th St., Cleveland      216-930-KIDS (5437)

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, July 18, 2016; End Poverty Now! March for Economic Justice, 
E. 45th and Superior: This marcher is concerned that “The Fabric of 
our society is being torn apart by racism.”

plans on beating like a drum to make 
noise during the march downtown.
 Up on the stage, during the musi-
cians’s break, another speaker took 
the microphone to talk about police 
violence in Cleveland including the 
police chase of unarmed Timothy 
Russel and Malissa Williams that 
ended their lives with 137 shots fi red 
into their vehicle by Cleveland Police 
Offi cers.
 Debbie Silverstein, State of Ohio 
Director of the Single Payer Action 
Network (SPAN) took the stage 
to talk about the fi nancial cost of 
helping provide health care to all 
versus the moral cost not helping 
people with health care. Silverstein, 
from Kent, Ohio, was joined at the 
festival by SPAN members Robert 
Kemp of Bluffton, Ohio and Mar-
lene Goldheimer and Bob Parker of 
Cleveland. Silverstein said SPAN 
Ohio’s goal is to get one million sig-
natures statewide to place an issue 
in support of Single Payer Health 
Insurance for all Ohioans on the 
ballot in Ohio in 2020.
 Cheri Honkala from Philadelphia, 
the National Coordinator of the Poor 
Peoples Economic and Human 
Rights Campaign came to the stage 
to talk about the importance of lis-
tening to the voices of people, like 
her, who are living below the poverty 

line. She urged people to join her 
cause, “we are going to cause the 
next American Spring,” she said.
 An advocate of raising the minimum 
wage in Cleveland to $15 an hour took 
to the stage to talk about Cleveland City 
Council voting the proposal down and 
then planning to raise taxes on Cleveland 
workers. “Tell me if that makes sense,” 
said the speaker urging people to work to 
remove people from offi ce that continue 
to oppress us.
 Retired minister Rev John Beaty of Ak-
ron, Ohio listened to the speeches while 
holding a sign that asked, “Why do the 
rich pay a lower rate of Social Security 
taxes than the poor?” Nearby Wayne 
Pressler of Wadsworth, Ohio holds a sign 
that asked, “Who would Jesus torture?”
 Alice Newberry of Seattle Washington, 
dressed as Donald Trump, accompanied 
by number of women in colorful dress 
with crowns on their head that said, 
“Code Pink” walked through the crowd. 
Next to her was Alice Newberry of Seattle 
Washington, carrying a sign that called, 
for “More Corporate Loopholes.” The 
group, Code Pink – Women for Peace 
is a Washington D.C. based group that 
describes itself as a “grassroots peace 
and social justice movement working to 
end U.S.-funded wars and occupations; 
to challenge militarism globally; and to 
redirect our resources into health care, 
education, green jobs and other life-af-
fi rming activities”.
 In the rear of the lot there is a big 
trailer with a sign on it that says, “End 
Prison Slavery, Nationwide Convict 
Strike 9/9/2016.” Sitting behind the trailer 
is Michael Alexander talking with him is 
Clevelander Jim Lardie who for many 
years ran the non-profit organization 

For the Children. Alexander, who is with 
a group called Bend the Bars, explains 
that the prison strike will involve pris-
oners electing to stay in their cells for a 
day. He said concerns that prisoners are 
fi ghting for have to do with basic human 
dignity such as toilets that work and 
running water. He hands out a fl ier with 
information about an upcoming Bend the 
Bars meeting in Columbus, Ohio.
 Near the trailer was a table where 
volunteers were passing out wraps fi lled 
with a mix of vegetables and sauce. The 
group from Seeds for Peace say they 
joined with Food Not Bombs in making 
enough food to feed 1,000 people.
 On stage, the last act, Profi ts of Rage 
entertained the crowd as they prepared 
to march. Former Merrick House Ex-
ecutive Director Gail Long, sold End 
Poverty Now t-shirts to help cover Orga-
nize Ohio’s expenses in organizing and 
hosting the march in Cleveland.
 As Profi ts of Rage fi nish their act, 
marchers assembled with their signs. 
Among them are Kareem Elhasseiny 
who holds a sign that reads “American 
Muslims for Palestine – Ferguson to 
Palestine.” 
 Hoping to get a good place near the 
front of the march are a group of young 
people from Peace in the Hood. Among 
them are twins Vanashia and Vantashia 
Rice hoisting a sign that urges “Blacks, 
stop killing Blacks.”
 As word spread that the march was 
about to begin, people fi led out of the 
lot an onto E. 45th Street where escorted 
by police they followed the designated 
route to downtown. Organizers report 
the End Poverty Now March for Eco-
nomic Justice was peaceful and there 
were no arrests. The march did gain 
some national news coverage with 

Democracy Now interviewing a number 
of marchers including Denison Avenue 
United Church of Christ Pastor Nozomi 
Ikuta. Here is a link to the interviews 

and video by Democracy Now: http://
www.democracynow.org/2016/7/19/
prophets_of_rage_chuck_d_tom

MARCHERS RALLYMARCHERS RALLY
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community 
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, July 9, 2016; Archwood UCC Fruit and Vegetable Sale, 2800 
Archwood Avenue: Volunteer Dale Lindsay holds up some grapes 
offered for sale at the fruit and vegetable stand. At the Saturday sale 
staff of the Ohio State University Extension Service were also on hand 
to sign up people for nutrition classes to be held at Archwood UCC.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, July 9, 2016; Furaha Forever Productions’ Painting in the Park Family Fun Day Festival: Chante 
Petty, Daimean Woodall, age 7, and Darryl Woodall, age 5, work on art at a station set up by Art Therapist 
Michelle Pazicni of Mind Body Spirit Art Therapy.
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 On July 20, while the Republican 
National Convention was in session in 
downtown Cleveland, a panel discussion 
at Moncho’s Bar & Grill at 2317 Deni-
son Avenue examined what the latest 
demographic data and recent polling 
have to say about the prospects of the 
Republican Party winning over a majority 
of voters in today’s America. The panel 

Convention, when asked if respondents 
“love Donald Trump” like he claims they 
do, 88% answered “no”. According to 
information released by the groups, a 
report on nationwide polling of Latino 
voters conducted by Latino Decisions 
and commission by America’s Voice “un-
derscores the fact that Donald Trump is 
on track for a historically low performance 
among Latino voters and that the overall 
Republican brand image among Latinos 
remains tarnished. More that 3 of 4 Latino 
voters (77%) say the Republican Party 
“doesn’t care too much about Latinos” 
(41%) or that the GOP is “sometimes 
hostile towards Latinos” (36%), while 
just 13% say the Republican Party “truly 
cares about the Latino community.” 
 The groups also released recent de-
mographic data concerning Ohio voters 
concluding that if communities of color 
band together they will be a force to be 
reckoned with in Ohio. They noted that 
African American voters provided Obama 
with his margin of victory in Ohio in 2012, 
and, according to the latest Marist, NBC 
News and Wall Street Journal polls, 
Donald Trump is polling 0% with black 
voters in Ohio.
 They stated that Ohio’s population of 
eligible Latino voters, 199,000 in 2014 is 
large enough to decide this swing state, 
noting that the Republican Party will need 
43% of the Latino vote in Ohio to win a 
majority here in 2016. The report noted 
that Asian Americans, a small but fast 
growing demographic in Ohio, will make 

up 127,000 eligible Ohio voters in 2016.
 The panel was asked to addressed 
the growing diversity in the Ohio and 
American electorate with Latinos, African 
Americans, Asian Americans and young 
people making up a larger share of the 
population.
 Panel participants included: Stephen 
Nuño, Associate Professor at Norther 
Arizona University, a NBC News-Latino 
contributor and a nationally recognized 
expert on U.S. politics and demograph-
ics; State Representatives Dan Ramos, 
State Representative Stephanie Howse; 
Cuyahoga County Councilman Anthony 
Hairston; Lynn Tramonte, Director of 
Ohio Voice; Pili Tobar, Director of Advo-
cacy and Communications at the Latino 
Victory Fund; Jerry Peña, a community 
organizer from Cleveland, Ohio: and Tom 
Myer, WKYC-Cleveland.
 Below are highlights of some of the 
comments of panel participants:
 Dr. Stephen Nuño: “Donald Trump’s 
nomination is an extraordinary moment 
in American history. Trump has made 
immigration the cornerstone of his cam-
paign and it is controversial because, at 
its core, it forces us to confront who we 
are as Americans. Here are the facts. 
There are 57 million Hispanics in this 
country, comprising 18% of our popula-
tion. Every other birth in America is a birth 
of a racial or ethnic minority, and half of 
Hispanics in this country were born after 
1982. That’s a voting bloc that is not go-
ing anywhere and needs desperately to 

Panel discusses role of changing demographics on Republican Party’s election prospects
discussion was hosted by Ohio’s Voice 
and the Latino Victory Fund.
 Prior to the panel discussion, Ohio 
Voices and the Latino Victory Fund re-
leased the results of recent polls. Track-
ing polling of the Hispanic voting block 
by Latino Decisions on behalf of the 
Latino Victory Project revealed that after 
the fi rst day of the Republican National 

be engaged. We have 17,000 elections a 
year. We love to vote, but what we need 
to do is change how we approach these 
elections and how we respect people’s 
right to vote. Young people are hindered; 
poor folks are hindered; people that are 
not integrated into the system are hin-
dered; and we need to make sure that 
change happens.”
 Lynn Tramonte Director of Ohio’s 
Voice: “When you ask Latinos what the 
most important issue is for them person-
ally, they go right to immigration—yet 
our leaders haven’t done anything on 
immigration in almost 30 years. The 
pieces of the machine keep moving and 
running over people and our leaders 
so far have sat back and watched our 
fl awed immigration system destroy lives. 
Republicans in Congress had a chance 
to come to the table and work to pass a 
comprehensive bill, and the obstruction 
that we saw has allowed for the rise of 
candidates like Donald Trump. If the 
scapegoating of immigrants that we’ve 
seen so far in Cleveland is any indication, 
I don’t see how the Republican party 
can recover the ground they’ve lost with 
Latinos.”
 Pili Tobar Director of Advocacy and 
Communications at the Latino Victory 
Fund: “You don’t have to be undocu-
mented or know someone who is to feel 
attacked when you hear anti-immigrant 
rhetoric from our leaders. And, in my 
opinion, there’s no turning back after 

continued on page 7continued on page 7

be ready for the 2017-2018 school year.
Hamilton said that Menlo Park is a 

public charter school that started nine 
years ago with 38 students and has 
grown to just over 400 students. Ham-
ilton, says Menlo Park Academy is run 
by a non-profi t board of trustees made 
up of parents, guardians and interested 
community members. 

The Menlo Park Academy website 
says, “Menlo Park Academy is Ohio’s 
only tuition-free K-8 community school 
focused solely on serving the needs of 
gifted learners, educating the whole child 
and offering fl exible options for modern 
families.”

Currently, says Hamilton, the school 
is drawing students from 40 school 
districts in nine counties. Hamilton says 
he knows parents from as far away as 
Kent, Ohio and Peninsula, Ohio who 
drive in each day to bring their children 
to the school’s current location at 14400 

Triskett in Cleveland.
   Hamilton, who has been involved in the 
preparation of the site for the new school, 
says the site plan calls for a parking 
area, a driveway and a playing fi eld. He 
says on the south side of the building 
there will be an area for some outdoor 
classrooms. He says the new school will 
eventually be able to serve from 700 to 
800 students – allowing room for Menlo 
Park Academy to expand.

Hamilton says one of the goals in 
choosing the new location on W. 53rd in 
Cleveland is to increase the enrollment 
in the school from low income neighbor-
hoods. He says Menlo Park Academy 
plans to actively recruit gifted students 
from the neighborhoods surrounding the 
new school.

MENLO PARK ACADEMYMENLO PARK ACADEMY

continued from page 3continued from page 3
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MetroHealth Farm Stand brings fresh produce to the community
 The MetroHealth System hosted a 
grand opening ceremony on July 14th 
for the MetroHealth Farm Stand. The 
produce stand offers for sale fresh, lo-
cal, seasonal and affordable food from 
local community gardens and farms to 
the community. The MetroHealth Farm 
Stand is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
until September in Women and Chil-
dren’s area of  MetroHealth’s Outpatient 
Pavilion at 2500 MetroHealth Drive on its 
main campus.
 A visit to the stand a week after the 
grand opening show a steady fl ow both 
health care workers and patients at 
MetroHealth visiting the stand to pur-
chase fresh vegetables, fruits, herbs and 
other foods.
 Certifi ed holistic personal chef Yolan-
da Ramos and certifi ed holistic health 
coach Rhonda Sharpley of The Healthy 
Living Kitchen are partnering with The 
MetroHealth Farm Stand to supply the 
local produce from urban growers and 
local farms. Live cooking demos and 
recipes will be available throughout the 
summer.
 The MetroHealth Farm stand is a 

product of the 2015 Think Tank, a com-
petition modeled after the popular ABC 
show Shark Tank. A group of Metro-
Health employees wanted to provide 
the community and “food deserts” with 
healthy choices. Their idea was among 
the fi nalists chosen, and they received 
$20,000 to create the farm stand. This 
fi rst season will serve as a 12-week pilot 
program.
 Ramos and Sharpley say that local 
farms and gardens contributing produce 
to the MetroHealth Farm Stand include 
Maggie’s Farm on W. 61st in the Cleve-
land Stockyard neighborhood; Refugee 
Response on W. 24th & Bridge Avenue; 
and Cleveland Crop on E. 55th and 
Standard. They also purchase produce 
from Ohio farms including Amish farms 
in Holmes County.
 The MetroHealth Farm Stand also 
sells vegetables and fresh herbs grown 
by the children participating in the 
Aamoth Family Wellness Center’s pro-
grams located near the farm stand in 
the MetroHealth Women and Children’s 
Pavilion. The children have their own 
garden which they tend as part of their 
nutrition, wellness and fi tness classes. 

The proceeds from the sale of produce 
from the children’s garden are given to 
the Aamoth Family Wellness Center, 
says Ramos.  Aamoth Family Wellness 
Center Health Coach and Behavior 
Change Specialist Susie Akers says the 
funds raised from the sale of the produce 
will be used to support next summer’s 
garden.
 “These fresh, locally grown fruits 
and vegetables make it easy for all 
of us to stay healthy. Ready access 
to the MetroHealth Farm Stand is 
making our community better,” said 
Akram Boutros, MD, FACHE, president 
and CEO of MetroHealth. “The mar-
ket also helps support local farmers, cre-
ates jobs, encourages more green space 
and stops us all from grabbing that bag 
of chips. We’re grateful to The Healthy 
Living Kitchen for making it happen.”
 If the pilot program is successful, 
MetroHealth is looking to partner with 
Max S. Hayes High School in the Fall. 
Senior construction students will build 
the Farm Stand’s permanent physical 
structure and the two will work together 
to integrate the farm stand into the cur-
riculum for each academic subject in the 
11th and 12th grade academy.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
LEGAL AID SOCIETY offers free legal 
advice clinics available in a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis for low-income individ-
uals with civil legal issues (not criminal 
ones).  Bring all relevant paperwork with 
you. On Saturday, August 13 from 9:30 
to 11 am at the South Brooklyn Branch 
of the Cleveland Public Library at 4303 
Pearl Rd. Or to apply for Legal Aid’s 
help, new clients can call 888/817-3777 
or 261/687-1900.

MEDICAID WAIVER
THE OPEN COMMENT PERIOD for 
Medicaid Waiver to submit testimony is 
until August 7th. We are looking to submit 
testimony to the Center for Medicaid and 
Medicare Services to show the impact of 
the Waiver not only in written form, but 
in a short two or three minute video. If 
you or anyone you know are Medicaid 
eligible and not receiving disability, you 
can submit testimony. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Byron Solomon 
at 216/651-2606 or visit Organizeohio.
org/noble. Feel free to check for updates 
on meetings, news and other events on 
our facebook page. NOBLE-Facebook.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME will be 
held at Steelyard Commons on Tuesday, 
August 2 from 5-9 pm.  Family fun, free 
food and drinks, live music and enter-
tainment, free child registration, and sit 
inside a fi re truck, prisoner transport bus, 
ambulance and a police cruiser.   Leave 
your porch light on Tuesday; lights on 
means lights out for crime.
RESIDENT-LED NEIGHBORHOOD 
SAFETY WALKS are held in Detroit 
Shoreway starting at Lorain Branch Li-
brary at 8216 Lorain Ave. on Tuesdays, 
August 9 at 7 am and August 23 at 7pm.  
Meet at the library at one of the speci-
fi ed times.  For more information about 
setting up and promoting your own walk, 
contact Jeremy at 216/961-4242 x233 or 
Jtaylor@dscdo.org
THE SECOND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS MEETINGS are held the 
second Tuesday of each month (August 
9) at 7 pm.  Meet with the Commander, 

Supervisors, and Offi cers.  Meet at the 
Applewood Centers, 3518 West 25th St. 
(in the Gym on Daisy Ave.). For more 
information, email mmcdonald@city.
cleveland.oh.us or call 216/664-3293. 

PERSONAL FINANCE
MANAGE YOUR PERSONAL FINANC-
ES with trained professionals who can 
help with everything from budgeting to 
savings and credit card management. 
The one-on-one counseling sessions 
are completely confi dential and provided 
by Neighborhood Housing Services and 
Community Financial Centers. For more 
information or to schedule an appoint-
ment, contact Keith Davis at 216/205-
4470 or KDavis@nhscleveland.org.

PRISONER ADVOCACY
BEND THE BARS, a group of individuals 
involved in prisoner solidarity work in the 
Midwest, is hosting a Midwest conver-
gence in support of prisoners’ struggles 
on August 26-29 in Columbus, Ohio. A 
weekend of workshops and discussions 
on prisoners’ resistance, the national 
prison strike starting September 9, and 
broad opposition to prisons, along with 
a public demonstration in solidarity with 
ongoing prison struggles. For more 
information visit Bendthebars.noblogs.
org or contact bendthebars@riseup.net.

VISION
PREVENT BLINDNESS is the nation’s 
leading volunteer eye health and safety 
organization dedicated to fi ghting blind-
ness and saving sight. Prevent Blindness 
offers free fact sheets to help answer 
common questions about eye health and 
safety at www.pbohio.org For more infor-
mation, please call Prevent Blindness at  
800/301-2020 ext. 105.      

WOMEN’S HEALTH 
MAMMOGRAMS AND PAP TESTS are 
provided free of charge to women who 
have limited incomes, no Medicaid or 
Medicare, and no insurance, and live 
in Cuyahoga or surrounding counties.  
Pap tests are available to women 40 
years and older, and Mammograms are 
for women 50 years and older.  (Some 
women 40-49 years are eligible for a 
mammogram.  Call for eligibility.)  For 
more information and enrollment, call 
The Breast and Cervical Cancer Project 
at the Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
at 800/443-2168 or 216/201-2001, ext. 
1541 and 1542.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD

continued from page 2continued from page 2
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 19, 2016; Healthy Living Kitchen Produce Stand at 
MetroHealth Women and Children’s Pavilion, 2500 MetroHealth Drive: 
Rhonda Sharpley places vegetables in a bag for a customer. Sharpley 
and her partner Yolanda Ramos opened the stand on June 9th. They 
sell produce from local community gardens and Ohio farms.

 PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a 
check or money order with your 
ad to the Plain Press, 2012 W. 
25th #500 Cleveland, OH 44113. 
For more information call Tom 
Sheehan at (216) 621-3060 or 
email plainpressads@yahoo.
com.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS/
RUMMAGE SALES

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT SHOP:  
Furniture, clothing, baby needs & 
more. First Saturday Dollar Bag,10 
a.m. - Noon. Best prices in town! St. 
Paul’s Community Church a W. 45th 
and Franklin Blvd.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

FOR SALE
FASHION JEWELRY/GIFTS: Low 
Wholesale Prices. Use Yourself 
or Sell. Maple Hts. 440-879-6672; 
UNICORNLTD@hotmail.com

HALL FOR RENT
ARCHWOOD UCC - 2800 Arch-
wood Ave Cleveland 44109 - Space 
available to rent for parties, show-
ers, weddings, receptions, meet-
ings, etc.  Call Church office at 
216-351-1060.

HELP WANTED
HORIZON EDUCATION CENTERS 
EARLY CARE & EDUCATION/
AFTER SCHOOL: Now Hiring at 
Market Square and Old Brooklyn 
Centers. Want to Make a Differ-
ence? We are a Nonprofi t Leader in 
High Quality Childcare/Afterschool 
Programming. Entry Level & Ca-
reer Positions FT/PT w/Benefits 
(Health Ins., Retirement, PTO/
Holidays, Childcare Discounts.) 
Apply online www.Horizonohio.org

SERVICE & REPAIR
LAWN MOWER SERVICE: Save 
your mower.  “Fight bad gas!” Tribe 
rules, Yeah!  216-312-0252.

nominating a candidate like Donald 
Trump. There are some people within the 
party that are concerned about what’s 
going on who may be able to lead the 
charge to turn the party around, but I 
don’t see that happening anytime soon. 
What’s important now is that we empow-
er Latinos, young Latinos in particular, to 
participate in this election. Not voting has 
never brought about a single change and 

we can’t let that happen this year.”
 State Representative Dan Ramos: 
“The idea of exclusion in this election is 
really alarming. The Trumps of the world 
have been basically engaging in the idea 
that America is “us” and everybody else 
is “them” and it’s an age old story. It’s 
been done to the Irish, African Ameri-
cans, Native Americans—the list goes 
on. Look, we’re actually in a border town 
now. No one mentions that and it really 
shows you what this debate in the Re-
publican party is really about. We share 

a border with Canada, but around here 
border patrol looks for folks in Mexican 
restaurants, not in hockey jerseys. So we 
have to ask ourselves—is this an issue 
of immigration, or an issue of brown peo-
ple? The Republican party of Trump is 
peddling this 200-year-old bigotry: if you 
don’t look like me, or you can’t trace your 
roots back to the Mayfl ower, you don’t 
belong and, unfortunately, what it does 
is blind people to the actual problems our 
country is facing.”
 State Representative Stephanie 
Howse: “We need to go back to basics. 
You have to know your voters, take the 
opportunity to understand what they 
need, and then engage them about a 
candidate or party. When people don’t 
feel like they are part of the process, they 
won’t participate and you can see that 
in this election and in voter turnout, par-
ticularly among minority groups, every 
year. This is a conversation that needs 
to be had across the country. America 
is a nation of immigrants and it’s clear, 
looking at this convention, that we have 
a really lost sense of our history. The 
Republican party claims to be inclusive 
but the layout of their agenda this week 

does not show that. It’s just not refl ective 
of the country as a whole and I think that 
will manifest itself at the ballot box.”
  Jerry Peña, a community organizer 
from Cleveland: “We need to change 
how we are having these conversations 
about voting, race, and politics. When 
we’re having conversations with folks 
going door to door—sometimes it’s 
tough for them to keep food on the table 
or the lights on, and those are the real 
conversations that are happening in the 
community. We need to educate people 
on the connection between them voting 
and the laws that make their life easier or 
their paycheck a little higher each month. 
That is how we really start to encourage 
communities of color and young people 
to go out and make a difference in these 
elections.”

PANEL DISCUSSIONPANEL DISCUSSION
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Like the city it serves, the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

is undergoing a renaissance

The same kinds of metrics that drive the 

modern business world prove that The 
Cleveland Plan, a customized blueprint for 

sweeping education reform, is working.

When the National Assessment of 

Educational Progress was released late last 

year, scores nationwide fell or remained 

flat. Of 21 urban districts that make results 

public, Cleveland was one of only three to 

record gains on all four tests. 

There is other good news

For the third straight year, the District’s report card 

showed a C in “value added,” a measure of whether 

students achieved the growth expected of them. That 

placed Cleveland ahead of more than half of Ohio’s 609 

school districts.

The District focuses heavily on literacy in kindergarten 

through third grade. Last school year, 86 percent of third-

graders met Ohio’s Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CMSD’s graduation rate has hit 66 percent, another new 

record, and has increased 14 points in the last fi ve years. 

Moreover, graduates are better prepared for college and 

other postsecondary training, according to the Higher 

Education Compact of Greater Cleveland. 

“The true test for us is whether we are graduating kids,” 

District CEO Eric Gordon said. “While we have a long way 

to go, we are headed in the right direction.”

The Cleveland Plan calls for a massive culture shift 

designed to ensure that every child in the District receives 

a quality education. The Plan has drawn nationwide 

attention, with even President Obama taking note.

To give children a strong start, CMSD and private providers 

have joined forces in PRE4CLE to make high-quality 

preschool available to as many children as possible. At 

higher grades, a growing number of new school models give 

every student a chance to find the right fit. 

Community engagement is critical. Demonstrating their 

commitment, 91 percent of parents and caregivers met 

face-to-face with their children’s teachers last year.

Surveys have shown that the public believes 

CMSD is on the right path. In a more direct 

vote of confidence, enrollment is rising 

for the first time in decades.

“We are far from our goal,” CEO Gordon 

said. “But with the continued hard 

work of our entire staff and 

continued public 

support, our future 

is bright.”

ClevelandMetroSchools.org


