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 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 6, 2016; Cleveland Public Theatre Student 
Theatre Enrichment Program performance of Awakening 
Heart at St. John’s Church, 2600 Church Avenue: Makia 
Broadnax, in her performance as the Dream Spirit Milani.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 20, 2016; Franklin Reading Garden, W. 65th & Franklin: 
Savannah Jackson, age 2, visits the reading garden with her mother 
Brandy Jackson. The Jacksons picked out an illustrated children’s 
book called Learn Your ABC.

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 20, 2016; Lincoln Park, W. 11th and Starkweather, 
Voices Against Violence, A Community Gathering to Take a Stand 
Against Violence in Our Neighborhoods: Lending their support to 
Voices Against Violence are: (L-R) Joe Charboneau, former Cleveland 
Indians player who was named the American League Rookie of the Year 
in 1980; Tom Sheehan, Plain Press advertising sales representative; 
and Captain Keith Sulzer of the Cleveland Police Department’s Bureau 
of Community Policing.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 6, 2016; Cleveland Public Theatre Student Theatre Enrichment Program performance 
of Awakening Heart at St. John’s Church, 2600 Church Avenue: (Left to Right) actors Stephanie Perez 
(Ninsun, mother of Gilgamesh), Anthony Stiegelmeyer (Alias, father of Gilgamesh), Terriona Lee (King 
Gilgamesh) and Denzel Williams (Nizmo the King’s Advisor) perform in Awakening Heart, an original play 
based on the epic poem Gilgamesh.

Franklin Avenue Block Club’s efforts result in 
the creation of the Franklin Reading Garden
by Chuck Hoven
 Through a planning process that 
spanned several years, the Franklin 
Avenue Block Club turned a vacant 
corner lot into a neighborhood park 
and gathering place. On August 12th, 
members of the Franklin Avenue 
Block Club joined with friends and 
supporters in a dedication ceremony 
for the Franklin Reading Garden on 
the corner of W. 65th and Franklin 
Boulevard. 

 Franklin Avenue Block Club mem-
ber Chris Warren says the reading 
garden idea started as a concept 
several years ago. Warren related 
a bit of the history of the corner as 
an explanation of its signifi cance 
to the neighborhood. He said for 
many long term residents the ice 
cream stand that once sat on that 
southwest corner of W. 65th and 
Franklin was a shrine. It was run by 
neighborhood residents that have 

since moved, and was treasured 
by all who have fond memories of it 
as a neighborhood gathering place, 
said Warren. 
 At meetings of the Franklin Ave-
nue Block Club, residents wished 
to “do something that would relate 
to Gallagher School (next to the 
Franklin Reading Garden).” Warren 
said there was a desire to make a 
pleasant place for parents to wait 
while picking up their children that 
could also serve as an outdoor 
classroom.
 Warren said block club members 
also hoped to soften the corner and 
bring some beauty to the intersec-
tion which has buildings – Rite Aid 
Pharmacy, Neighborhood Family 
Practice and Frank’s Falafel on the 
other three corners. To do this, res-
idents suggested including a fl ower 
garden and trees in the setting.
 As the planning continued, War-
ren says Cogswell Hall, a long term 
neighborhood institution that offers 
permanent supportive housing to 
low income individuals and Detroit 
Shoreway Community Development 
Organization became important 
partners in the effort to transform 
the space at W. 65th and Franklin.
 Warren said that Cogswell Hall 
was undergoing a major rehabili-
tation funded by the Ohio Capital 
Corporation. The Ohio Capital Cor-
poration has a small grants program 
for projects that would supplement 
the housing it supports. Warren said 
that residents of Cogswell Hall could 
benefi t from having a space in the 
neighborhood where they could go 
and sit on a bench in a park like set-
ting. Working with Cogswell Hall, the 
Franklin Avenue Block Club applied 
for and received a grant of $25,000 

for the Franklin Reading Garden, 
said Warren. Warren said the block 
club also applied for and received 
a Neighborhood Connection Grant 
and a grant from the Helen M. Brown 
Memorial Foundation, a foundation 
that neighborhood resident Ray 

Pianka is involved in administering. 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture is also 
listed in the dedication program as 
a source of funding for the project
 For its part, said Warren, Detroit 
Shoreway Community Development 

continued on page 7

 ADAMHS Board serves as a resource to help 
individuals combat heroin & opiate addiction
by Chuck Hoven
 This year the rate at which 
Cuyahoga County residents are 
dying from overdoses of heroin and 
fentanyl has increased to more than 
a person per day. The dramatic rise 
in the deaths of individuals addicted 
to opiates and heroin is a cause of 
alarm. Addicted individuals, their 
family members and friends are of-
ten at a loss as to how to seek help 
to change an addicted individual’s 
life and help them avoid becoming 
the victim of an overdose.
 The Alcohol Drug Addiction and 
Mental Health Service (ADAMHS) 
Board of Cuyahoga County, which 
helps to fund many of the detoxifi -
cation and drug treatment programs 
in Cuyahoga County, is an excellent 
resource for those seeking help. 
Calling their 24-hour hotline at 216-
623-6888 or visiting their website 

atwww.adamhscc.org is a good way 
to start the process of getting help. 
The ADAMHS Board provides funds 
to allow programs to serve individ-
uals not covered by Medicaid or 
insurance who could not otherwise 
afford treatment.
 William Denihan, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the Alcohol Drug Addiction 
and Mental Health Services Board of 
Cuyahoga County (ADAMHS) helps 
explain how many people become 
addicted after being prescribed 
opiates by a doctor for pain manage-
ment. He offers a scenario where a 
35-year-old mechanic breaks his 
wrist at work. His doctor prescribes 
the opioid pain medication, OxyCon-
tin. The prescription includes 50 pills 
to go home with. While taking those 
prescribed pain pills, Denihan says 
the mechanic goes from liking the 
continued on page 6
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 20, 2016; Iglesia El Calvario, W. 14 & Starkweather: Jackie Marquez serves up food to 
a customer. Marquez and Melissa Perez were selling Spanish Rice, Shish –Kabob, and Empanadillas to 
benefi t their church.

AGING 
CLEVELAND SENIOR WALK—a 
free one- or two-mile fun walk--is 
scheduled for September 15 at 
Mall C in Downtown Cleveland. 
(Rain location is inside Public Hall.)  
registration and health screenings 
at 8:45 am, program at 9 am, and 
walk at 9:30 am.  You may park in 
the Municipal Lot at East 9th and 
the Shoreway for $4;  exact change 
required .  Free shuttle will take take 
walkers to and from Municipal Lot to 
Mall C.  Try to carpool.   For more 
information, call 216-664-2833.

BICYCLING
A SUSTAINABLE BIKE TOUR will be 
held around various Downtown restau-
rants that support green building on 
Saturday, September 17 from 11:30 am 
to 4 pm meeting at 3133 Chester Ave. 
Sponsored by NEO USGBC and Bike 
Cleveland.
FREE BICYCLE GIVE-AWAY by St. 
Paul’s Community Church in Ohio City to 
all who can recite the 66 books (names 
only!) of the entire Bible, “From Genesis 
to Revelation”. Visit 4427franklin on 
Facebook. 

CLARK-FULTON
ciCLEvia is a new open street series 
in which streets are temporarily closed 
to cars and open to people for walking, 
jogging, biking, and skating—all forms 
of people-powered movement! Activity 
hubs along the route feature yoga, Zum-
ba, dancing demonstrations, and other 
interactive programming.  On the second 
Saturday of the month, through October 
(9/10, 10/8) from 3:00pm-7:00pm at 
W. 25th St between MetroHealth Drive 
and Wade Avenue. Learn more at www.
ciclevia.com.

CLEVELAND SCHOOLS
FATHERS’ WALK SET FOR SEP-
TEMBER 22: Schools in Cleveland 
and across Northeast Ohio are being 
encouraged to participate in the an-
nual Fathers Walk on Thursday, Sept. 
22. Fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers 
and other men who are important in 
children’s lives will escort them to school 
that day to demonstrate the importance 

of education. CMSD schools participate 
each year. Contact your child’s school to 
get details and confi rm its participation.
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL. For par-
ents of children who walk or ride their 
bicycles to school, CMSD has maps 
outlining preferred routes.  The maps will 
help children in nearly 70 PreK-8 schools 
navigate traffi c and other hazards. (Find 
your school’s map at http://clevelandme-
troschools.org/Page/8921.)
SAFE SCHOOLS HOTLINE – 216/771-
7233 -- is open 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  Call it when you see or hear 
something that concerns you about the 
safety of Cleveland school students.  
STAY INFORMED. Don’t wait for a letter 
or a fl ier to fi nd out what’s happening at 
your child’s school. Get instant notifi ca-
tion on your phone.
Parents, update your contact information 
at your child’s school offi ce, complete 
with your (1) home address, (2) email 
address, (3) home phone number and (4) 
cell phone number so you receive District 
announcements and emergency alerts.
Also, be sure to subscribe to e-Com-
municator, the CMSD  free monthly 
digital newsletter, by logging onto http://
www.clevelandmetroschools.org//cms/
module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx-
?SurveyID=210
OPEN HOUSES will be held in Sep-
tember at CMSD. PreK-8 schools will 
conduct open houses from 6-8 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14. Schools with 
early starting times will dismiss students 
at 11-11:20 a.m., and schools with later 
starting times will dismiss them at 12:30-
12:50 p.m.  High schools will hold open 
houses from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
15. Year-round high schools will dismiss 
students at 1:30 p.m., and other high 
schools will dismiss them at 11:20 a.m.  
Open houses will come midway through 
the fi rst grading period. Interim progress 
reports will be distributed the same day.  
Confi rm dates and times with your child’s 
school.
WILLARD SCHOOL E PREP ACAD-
EMY ribbon-cutting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 7 from 10:30 
am – 12 noon at West 95th and Willard 
(just north of the I-90 off ramp to West 
98th) in the Cudell neighborhood. 

EMPLOYMENT 
WORK FOR CLEVELAND METRO 
SCHOOLS. Visit their website at  http://
clevelandmetroschools.org.  
NEWBRIDGE PREPARES ADULTS 
FOR CAREERS.  NewBridge’s voca-
tional training is distinctive for its mar-
ket-based approach. They meet with 
local hospitals and other institutions to 
gauge employment needs. Then they 
work with those employers to develop 
coursework that prepares students for 
in-demand careers. NewBridge is fo-
cused on careers - good paying jobs that 
include health insurance and opportuni-
ties for advancement. Their current adult 
training programs prepare graduates for 
careers as pharmacy technicians, hospi-
tal nursing assistants, or phlebotomists, 
professionals who draw blood.
NEWBRIDGE EXPOSES YOUTH TO 
ARTS, TECHNOLOGY AND MORE.  
NewBridge offers a rigorous, year-
round, after school arts and technology 
based program for local high school 
students. NewBridge uses a combina-
tion of high-tech gadgetry, compelling 
classes, and caring adults to help youth 
explore the arts and pursue their educa-
tion in high school and beyond. Students 
are typically referred to NewBridge by 
teachers or other mentors. Classes are 
free, but students are required to main-
tain a good record of attendance and 
behavior. Youth classes at NewBridge 
include ceramics, digital photography, 
fi lm/video, graphic design and music 
recording and production. Courses offer 
hands-on instruction, allowing students 
to shape their own pottery, snap their 
own photographs, or work high-tech 
equipment to record and mix music. For 
more information, call 216-867-9775. 
THE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM at the West Side Catholic 
Center at 3209 Lorain Ave. at offers 
employment assistance tailored to your 
needs free of charge. They partner with 
other community organizations along 
with employers to make sure you fi nd 
the help you need with issues that can 
make the job hunt tricky, like transpor-
tation, childcare and lack of education. 
Their staff will work with you individually 
to make sure you have the skills you 

need to fi nd the job that will help you 
provide for yourself and your family.  
They will provide mentoring support as 
well after a job has been attained. Ev-
eryday from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm and 
1:30-3:30. Lunch is provided along with 
childcare.   Please call Frank Johanek, 
Economic Opportunities Manager at 
216-631-4741  ext 167 for more info/
questions.

HEALTH
THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION will 
host an advocacy training workshop 
for people with arthritis named “What’s 
Happening in Ohio? Our Voices are 
Being Heard!,” on Monday, September 
12, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the 
DoubleTree Hilton, 6200 Quarry Lane in 
Independence. This program includes 
a continental breakfast and is free and 
open to the public. Register online at 
http://advocacytraining.kintera.org/
Independence.
People living with arthritis have critical 
needs and often face barriers to care. 
High costs of treatment, diffi culty access-
ing medications, scarcity of specialists 
– these are only a few of the barriers 
that limit access to timely treatment and 
affect quality of life. More than 2.6 million 
Ohioans have arthritis, including 11,500 
kids.  This advocacy training workshop 
will educate guests about issues affect-
ing Ohioans who have arthritis and teach 
them how to effectively communicate to 
state and federal legislators the impor-
tance of breaking down barriers to care.

HISPANIC COMMUNITY
NON-PARTISAN CANDIDATES AND 
ISSUES FORUM will present candidates 
for Congress, State Senate, House Dis-
trict, municipal and county judges, coun-
ty council, and also learn about important 
local and county issues that will appear 
on the ballot. Hosted by The Hispanic 
Roundtable on Thursday, September 8 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  (Registration 
is at 5:30 p.m.) at La Sagrada Familia 
Church at 7719 Detroit Avenue.  The 
Hispanic Roundtable is a not-for-profi t 
organization whose mission is to act 
as a catalyst to empower the Hispanic 
Community to become full partners in 
the economic, education, political, civic, 
and social life of Greater Cleveland.  This 
event is Free and open to the public. For 
more information, call 216-235-1578.
ESPERANZA can help you and your 
family.  For more information on 
their social service and education-
al programs, visit http://files.ctctcdn.
com/4a59d850101/3f8e8d47-dc2f-4126-
8162-30200a39079f.pdf

LITERATURE
PERSONAL ESSAY WRITING WORK-
SHOP is scheduled on the Third Sat-
urdays, through 9/17 and 10/15 from 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Carnegie 
West Library branch, 1900 Fulton Rd.  
Learn the art of turning memories into 
stories in a supportive group setting. 
Workshops will offer writing exercises 
and feedback on participants’ work (sent 
in advance after fi rst workshop). Led by 

Lee Chilcote and guest facilitators. Free 
but register at http://www.litcleveland.org/
classes--workshops.html
POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP will 
be held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
On Second Saturdays, through   9/10 
and 10/8 at the CPL Literature Dept. 
325 Superior Ave., 2nd Floor.  Writers 
of all levels and backgrounds welcome. 
Sharpen your craft and receive com-
ments and suggestions on your work in a 
friendly group format. Please bring 10-15 
copies of a poem. Led by Lit Cleveland 
co-founder Lee Chilcote and guest facil-
itators. Free but register at http://www.
litcleveland.org/classes--workshops.html
WONDER WOMAN SYMPOSIUM, 
hosted by Kent State University and the 
Cleveland Public Library, will be held 
at the Main Library at 325 Superior in 
Downtown Cleveland on September 
22-24.  Free, but registration required. 
Visit www.kent.edu/wonderwoman.  
Dress as Wonder Woman on Saturday 
for a contest.

MENTAL HEALTH 
& DRUG ABUSE

Free INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY AD-
VOCACY TRAINING sponsored by the 
ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga County 
is scheduled for Thursday, September 
29 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The 
Board is holding this training in honor 
of National Recovery Month to empow-
er individuals and families who have 
struggled with addiction and/or lost a 
loved one to addiction.  To register, visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/individ-
ual-and-family-advocacy-training-tick-
ets-27026059672.  The goal of Recovery 
Month to increase awareness and under-
standing of mental and substance use 
disorders and celebrate individuals who 
recover. To learn more about Recovery 
Month, visit https://www.recoverymonth.
gov.    Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Men-
tal Health Services (ADAMHS) Board 
of Cuyahoga County is at 2012 W. 25th 
Street, 6th Floor. Visit www.adamhscc.org 
or call 216/241-3400.
SEPTEMBER IS SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION MONTH: If you, or someone you 
know has suicidal thoughts, you can 
call the Suicide Prevention Hotline at 
216-623-6888. Ayuda esta disponible 
en Español.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
RESIDENT-LED NEIGHBORHOOD 
SAFETY WALKS are held in Detroit 

continued on page 7
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           PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Tuesday, August 2, 2016; National Night Out Against Crime, Steelyard Commons, 3447 Steelyard Drive: 
This 1949 Ford Fordor, part of a display of police cars from the Cleveland Police Museum, is an example 
of a police car used in Cleveland in the era just after World War II.

 End poverty by amending constitution to guarantee right to food, clothing, shelter and medical care
To the editor:

With all the debate recently for 
amending the United States Consti-
tution in favor of certain issues and/
or those constituencies, perhaps 
a more appropriate amendment 
should guarantee each citizen of the 
United States the right to food, cloth-
ing, shelter and medical care. Pover-
ty is defi ned as the condition of being 
poor or lacking the necessary means 
of support to live or meet needs.

Today, we read of enormous 
corporate tax breaks, outsourcing 
of jobs overseas and outrageous 
salaries “earned” by athletes/en-
tertainers. More recently came the 
revelation of the billions of dollars 
spent by the U.S. on two wars. In 
the meantime, the number of those 
in poverty continues to increase.

The Old Testament of the Bible 
often makes references to the prom-
ised land fl owing with milk and hon-
ey. All one has to do in this country 
is take a trip to the grocery store or 
department store and bear witness 
to the fact that if anywhere was close 
to exhibiting the characteristics of 
“the promised land”, this country is 
it. Yet somehow we are still unable 
to meet the four basic needs every 
citizen has.

Some would argue that this proposal 
is an extension of Socialism/Commu-
nism. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Socialism/Communism is a political 
or economic theory in which community 
members own all property, resources, 
and the means of production, and con-
trol the distribution of goods. No one is 
suggesting the replacement of Capital-
ism; an economic system in which the 
means of production and distribution are 
privately owned, and prices are chiefl y 
determined by open competition in a free 

market. What is being suggested is that 
in this land of surplus “milk and honey”, 
there is absolutely no reason why the 
four basic needs of every U.S. citizen 
cannot be met.

Letter
Some would argue that food stamps, 

thrift stores, public housing and Medic-
aid already meet these needs but in the 
words of President John F. Kennedy, 
“this country is divided between those 
who have never had it so good and those 
who know we can do better”. I think we 
can do better. Resolved, it shall be the 
right of every United States citizen (in 
order to further guarantee the right to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness) 
to receive food, clothing, shelter and 
medical care that is adequate to meet 
their basic needs.

Now, that being written {uh oh here it 
comes} everyone in this great country of 
ours would agree that the most effective 
anti-poverty solution is gainful employ-
ment. This Administration {along with 
Congress} didn’t take its eye off the ball; 
didn’t drop the ball and certainly didn’t 
fumble the ball. They kicked it down the 
road in the form of an onside kick. It has 
now mutated into the form of a hot potato 
that no one wants to touch.

Well folks, it’s time to prime the 
pump. One solution is Workfare whereby 

those able bodied citizens are required 
to perform some type of labor in order to 
receive assistance. This will help restore 
their dignity {as they continue to search 
for even more meaningful work} while at 
the same time allowing a large group of 
people to start purchasing various goods 
and services.

As for getting people back to work the 
solution is not as complicated as it may 
appear to be. We need to bring back an 
agency similar {but not identical} to the 
Work Progress Administration {WPA} 
which should take a two-pronged ap-
proach. One is the most obvious; hire 
people to perform the very services 
{and more} that the private sector will 
never engage in simply because it is not 
profi table to do so.

The second approach is a wee bit 
more complicated but can be success-
ful by utilizing private-public partner-
ships. Let the governments {at all levels} 
develop a plan to share {temporarily} 

in the salary expense of unemployed 
people so that they could work full time, 
re-gain their lost skills and eventually 
retain a full time position paid by the 
private company. This would result in 
an immediate restoration of lost govern-
ment revenues as well as help to “prime 
the pump” for the new found consumer 
demand. Increasing demand will result 
in the need for increased supply and 
hence an increase in production which 
will result in increased employment. You 
could think of this “stimulus” plan as a 
rocket booster that slowly fades away 
as the economy picks up. Isn’t this what 
government is supposed to do beyond 
providing safety for its citizens?

Is it too late now? I hope not; but 
to continue to waste time over which 
side wins {while the rest of the country 
goes to hell} risks moving America’s 
dissatisfaction with government to the 
disbelief of the legitimacy of those who 
do govern. The question before us all is 
this: how far down must this country sink 

before it becomes clear and apparent 
that current government offi cials have 
forfeited their right to govern?

Government was never intended to be 
an ongoing circus act of constantly hand-
icapping the next election while nothing 
gets done due to this self-perpetuating 
form of gridlock. I strongly suggest that 
members of both branches and parties 
start making a better effort to get to know 
each other more personally. Whether it 
be over breakfast, lunch or dinner on the 
golf course, in a restaurant or the local 
disco tech you the leaders of our nation 
need to familiarize yourselves with what 
is at stake in the other person’s life and 
realize that compromising on a policy 
is not the same as compromising your 
values. Ladies and gentlemen, let’s get 
to work by getting this country moving 
again. And no, I’m not running for offi ce, 
but I am Joe Bialek and I approve this 
message.
Joe Bialek
Cleveland, OH

A tale of two parties
by Randy Cunningham 
 With the close of the Republican 
Convention in Cleveland, it was time 
to turn to the Democratic Convention 
in Philadelphia. I was a guest of the 
Ohio Democratic Party’s delegation 
from July 25th to the 28th at the Phil-
adelphia convention. I was active in 
the Bernie Sanders campaign from 
the start and I am active in the local 
successor organization called the 
Cuyahoga County Progressive Cau-
cus. So now you know my biases.

COMMENTARY
 Upon getting into Philadelphia and 
checking into the Ohio delegation’s 
hotel my first impression is how 
Democrats just look different from 
Republicans. Democrats don’t look 
like they go to the gym fi ve times a 
week, are not as well dressed and, 
well, they more often than not look 
like your neighbors, instead of cen-
tral casting for the Real Housewives 
of Beverly Hills. One other thing you 
noticed is that there were plenty of 
African American and Hispanic del-
egates. Even hajibs were present. If 
you saw someone from a community 
of color at the Philadelphia conven-
tion, you did not just assume they 
were the help.  

 Another difference between 
Cleveland and Philadelphia was 
that Philadelphia did not turn itself 
into a police state for the convention. 
My caveat on this is that, while in 
Cleveland, I was in the streets; in 
Philly I was in the belly of the beast. 
Some of my street protesting friends 
did not receive warm hugs from 
the Philly police department, but, 
to me, Philly did not look like a cop 
convention like Cleveland did.  
 The fi rst night featured the offi cial 
Welcome event. We were soon im-
mersed in excesses of free food and 
drink that rivaled the court of ancient 
Babylon. Which is a very dangerous 
thing if you have my weakness for 
Martinis and you can have any type 
your heart desires in unlimited quan-
tities. Number one lesson from going 
to a convention: American politics 
fl oats on a sea of booze. There were 
receptions. There were convention 
watch parties. And, if you still bore 
malice towards your liver, there was 
a nightly early morning reception 
called Cigars and Scotch around 
the pool.   
 Most of the convention activities 
during the day took place in vari-
continued on page 8
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 6, 2016; Cleveland Public Theatre Student Theatre 
Enrichment Program performance of Awakening Heart at St. John’s 
Church, 2600 Church Avenue: Actor Jeliel King-Weaver acting in the 
role of Enkidu.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 6, 2016; Cleveland Public Theatre Student Theatre 
Enrichment Program performance of Awakening Heart at St. John’s 
Church, 2600 Church Avenue: (L-R) Naseya Owens (Rebel Tyla, Hum-
baba) and Tasheania Lee (Galaga the Conjurer).

 Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland robotics 
program launched by Quake Energy grant

Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland 
(BGCC) new LEGO robotics pro-
gram is designed to inspire innova-
tive thinking and career readiness 
among members. A $5,000 invest-
ment by Quake Energy, an Ohio 
natural gas supplier, is allowing 
BGCC the program in partnership 
with Northeast Ohio Robotics Alli-
ance.

BGCC intends to form up to fi ve 
robotics teams at its school-based 
sites. The teams – made up of 
youth ages 9-14 – will assemble 
robots and compete in the FIRST 
LEGO League, an international 
program.

Clubs scheduled to participate 
in the program this fall include 
the Luis Munoz Marin and Walton 
clubs on the Near West Side as 
well as the Broadway, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Saint Luke’s and Gar-
fi eld Heights clubs.

“We are extremely excited about 
this program and are grateful for 
the support of Quake Energy,” 
said Ron Soeder, BGCC president 
and CEO. “We are building a robust, 
high-quality STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math) program 
here at Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland 
in partnership with Cleveland Metropoli-
tan School District. This initiative is part 
of that program.”

Soeder said STEM skills are neces-
sary for navigating in the modern world 
and competing in today’s job market. 
He said the LEGO robotics program 
not only helps teach those skills but 
also allows kids to experience coopera-
tive competition and build relationships 
across socioeconomic divides.

BGCC provides after-school and 
summer programs for youth ages 6-18 
in Cleveland, Cleveland Heights, East 
Cleveland and Garfield Heights. Its 
programs focus on academic success, 
good character and citizenship and 
healthy lifestyles.

 In Our Back Yards (IOBY) crowdfunding campaign hopes 
to improve experience of Cleveland bus commuters
 Two Cleveland residents have de-
signed projects that received a boost 
from the second annual In Our Back-
yards (ioby) “Trick out my Trip” crowd-
funding competition. Last year, no 
Cleveland projects were involved in the 
competition, so this is the fi rst year that 
residents will have an opportunity to help 
raise funds that will improve the local 
commute for Cleveland residents.

With the support of TransitCenter, a 
New York-based foundation dedicated 
to improving urban mobility, “Trip Out 
My Trip” provided matching grants to the 
crowdfunding projects of Cleveland resi-
dents Kaela Geschke with Art Stop-More 
than a Bus Stop and Allison Lukacsy with 

Bus Stop Moves.
 The goal of the 12-day campaign, 
which started on July 25th and lasted till 
August 5th, is to raise $11,500 for Kaela 
Geschke’s project, to build a new bus 
shelter at E. 22nd and Superior and $600 
for Allison Lukacsy’s Bus Stop Moves 
project to hold three launch events to 
promote the idea of exercising while 
waiting for the bus. Art Stop: More Than 
a Bus Stop ended up with $10,335 and 
Bus Stop Moves ended up with $618.

Geschke’s project stemmed from her 
seeing young families waiting for the bus 
at E. 22nd and Superior in the rain and 
snow. With two-day care centers located 
nearby, Geschke thought the community 

would benefi t from a warm place to wait. 
Geschke interviewed those waiting at the 
stop to learn what they would like to see 
in a bus stop – and learned that wifi  to 
help check on the bus arrival time was an 
important consideration. With the help of 
ioby, she plans a project that will include 
ample seating, interactive game play for 
children, wifi , solar lighting to improve 
security and relief from extreme weather 
conditions for all riders. 
 Lukacsy’s project hopes to promote 
an existing project, Bus Stop Moves. 
Lukacsy says, “Bus Stop Moves started 
in the North Collinwood neighborhood in 
the Fall of 2015 in response to a commu-
nity survey indicating residents felt the 
neighborhoods’ options for exercising 
could be improved.” She says that bus 
riders already get some cardiovascu-
lar exercise walking to and from bus 
stops each day. Her program hopes to 
compliment that with strengthening and 
stretching moves and other healthy tips 
from health professionals.
 MetroHealth Medical Center’s Com-
munity Outreach Program helped Luk-
acsy come up with simple exercises and 
health tips to use for the program. The 
exercises are designed so persons with 
reasonable mobility can do them in street 
clothes on their way to work or school. 
Some of the exercises can be done while 
sitting.

Artist and Architect Lukacsy illustrated 
the exercises and heath tips on translu-
cent panels to be placed in bus shelters. 
In each bus stop in the program, there 
is also a panel called “Take it to the 
Streets,” where the number of steps to 
a more traditional place of recreation is 
listed, like a Metropark or dance studio. 
 Lukacsy says that Bus Stop Moves 
is part of Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authorities’ (GCRTA) Adopt a 
Shelter Program where any individual, 
business or neighborhood group can be 
a volunteer steward of a shelter. Luk-
acsy says GCRTA has agreed to use its 
resources to print sets of panels for ten 
bus shelters. She hopes to use the funds 
raised through the ioby’s “Trick out my 
Trip” crowdfunding completion to have 
three launching events at three bus stops 
this fall. One of those bus stops will be at 
W. 45th and Detroit Avenue on the south 
side of the street. Each launch party will 
feature free fresh food purchased from 
local markets and a have local fi tness 
instructor to lead the crowd in trying the 
exercises. Lukacsy says the funds raised 
from ioby’s “Trip out my Trip” crowdfund-
ing campaign will help pay for the food 
and provide a small stipend to the fi tness 
instructors.
 To learn how to get started on your 
own crowdfunding project to improve 
your neighborhood visit ioby.org.

 At the City of Cleveland Board of Zon-
ing Appeals hearing on August 22, Board 
members had some reservations about 
allowing variances for two businesses 
at W. 65th and Detroit asking relief from 
parking requirements. Board Member 
Carol Johnson said Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Organization 
needs to get a copy of its master plan 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals. She 
said she didn’t want the Board of Zoning 
Appeals to be in a position where it is 
granting variances for 1,000 parking 
spots and there are only 200 spots 
available. Johnson said a parking study 
needs to be done.
 The two businesses requesting vari-
ances already have a reduction in the 
number of spots required because the 
area is in a Pedestrian Retail Overlay 
District.
 The pinball arcade at 6500 Detroit 
wants to expand to include a kitchen and 
a bar where they can sell mostly fried 
foods and drinks to customers. City offi -
cials estimated that the 3600 square foot 
parking area required for the business 

 Board of Zoning Appeals allows Detroit & W. 65th business plans to 
go forward on condition that owners sign parking agreements

would hold 15 or 16 cars. No parking 
places were proposed by the owner.
 The other business, Brewnuts, hopes 
to locate at 1408 W. 65 (aka 6501 De-
troit). The building previously held the 
office of Councilman Matt Zone and 
before that Zone Travel. The owners 
of Brewnuts want to sell donuts made 
using local craft beers in the morning 
with coffee and in the nighttime with beer. 
The requirement for their business would 
be to have 9 parking spaces, none are 
proposed by the owner. 
 Ward 15 Councilman Matt Zone 
pleaded on behalf of the businesses 
noting 243 public parking spaces in the 
neighborhood and the requirement that 
the businesses sign a parking agree-
ment with Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization. The parking 
agreement would require employees of 
the businesses to park in private lots 
(such as Neighborhood Family Practice’s 
lot) leased by DSCDO on weekend eve-
nings. In addition, the businesses would 
have to sign on to DSCDO’s valet parking 
program. 

 Board member Tim Donovan thought 
it would be breaking a precedent to al-
low the variance without having signed 
agreements from the business owners. 
However, Councilman Zone said he 
would personally guarantee that the own-
ers would sign the agreements. He said, 
“My word matters. I will put pressure on 
the CDC to terminate their leases if they 
don’t sign.”
 The Board of Zoning Appeals ap-
proved the variances, allowing the 
businesses to open on the condition 
that it receive, when available, signed 
DSCDO parking agreements with each 
of the owners’ signature on them.
 In another matter related to parking, 
the Board of Zoning Appeals postponed 
the hearing on the expansion of TownHall 
on W. 25th until October 3rd. TownHall 
located in the West Side Market Area 
Pedestrian Retail Overlay Zone wants to 
add over 200 seats without creating any 
additional parking spaces. Because it is 
in a Pedestrian Retail Overlay Zone, the 
parking requirement already is reduced 
from 54 spaces to 36 spaces.
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 6, 2016; Cleveland Public Theatre Student Theatre Enrichment Program performance of 
Awakening Heart at St. John’s Church, 2600 Church Avenue: (L-R) Aaryan Stewart (Dream Spirit Misha); 
Makia Broadnax (Dream Spirit Milani); and Janea Anderson (Dream Spirit Meiasha).

ACLU of Ohio and Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections offer registration and voting guidance
 The upcoming November election 
promises to have a whole array 
of local and national issues and 
candidates for voters to weigh in 
on. Those wishing to vote who 
have questions about registration 
or voting can fi nd answers at both 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Ohio and the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections.
  The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Ohio offers a guide to 
voting on its website at: acluohio.
org.  It outlines:1. Registration 2. 
Identifi cation and 3. Deciding where 
and when to vote.
 Under registration it notes you 
must be registered to vote at least 
thirty days prior to the election in 
order to vote. To vote in this year’s 
November election, the last day to 
register to vote is October 11, 2016. 
The ACLU urges voters to also make 
sure to update their voting address 
and make sure their registration is 
correct 30 days prior to the election. 
 To check to see if your registra-
tion is up to date, you can go to the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tion’s website at boe.cuyahogacoun-
ty.org. They have a link to the Ohio 
Secretary of State’s website where 
you can automatically update your 
voting record if it needs it. 
 If you are not registered to vote, 
you can download and print a 
registration form and mail it to 
the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections.  Registration forms are 
also available at area public high 
schools, Ohio License Bureau 
offices, the May Dugan Center, 
the Spanish American Committee, 
Cleveland City Hall – Room 121 
and the downtown Cleveland Public 
Library Stokes Wing.
 The ACLU of Ohio also reminds 
voters they must have one of the 
following items to use as identifi ca-
tion when voting: a photo ID card 
with your name and address, like 
a driver’s license or state ID:; other 
government ID, like a passport 
(student IDs are not acceptable); 
US military ID Card with you name 
and photo (address not required); 
or identification that shows your 
name and present address which 
could include a current (within last 
12 months) cell phone bill, bank 
statement, pay check, government 
check, or other government doc-

ument, such as a Social Security 
or Ohio Job and Family Services 
benefi t letter.
 When deciding when and where 
to vote, the ACLU of Ohio reminds 
voters of the three options available. 
You can submit an absentee ballot 
request form to your local board 
of elections. Absentee ballots are 
available 35 days prior to the elec-
tion. In preparing to vote you can 
check out a sample ballot at the 
Board of Elections website at: boe.
cuyahogacounty.org. Completed 
ballots must be either delivered to 
the Board of Elections by close of 
polls on Election Day or postmarked 
by midnight on election day. Ohio 
voters who are in the military or 
overseas can begin mail in voting 45 
days prior to the election and their 
completed ballots must arrive at the 
Board of Elections no later than 10 
days after Election Day.
 The second option available to 
Ohioans is early in person voting 
at the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections, 2925 Euclid Avenue, 
beginning on October 12th, the day 
after the close of voter registration. 
For early voting hours visit: acluo-
hio.org.
 The third option is to vote in 
person on Election Day, Tuesday, 
November 8th, 2016. Polls will be 
open from 6:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
You should receive a card in the 
mail telling you your polling place 
and your precinct. If you have lost 
that, you can go to the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections website 
at boe.cuyahogacounty.org to check 
on your polling place. You can also 
print out a sample ballot from their 
website once you have your ward 
and precinct.
 Christine Link, Executive Direc-
tor of ACLU of Ohio reminds Ohio 
voters that a past felony conviction 
does not prevent you from partici-
pating in November’s presidential 
election. She says that “even per-
sons who are under community 
control, like probation or parole, 
can vote, as long as they register by 
October 11.” Link notes that “anyone 
who has been living in Ohio for at 
least 30 days, meets all other voter 
eligibility requirements and is not 
currently incarcerated on a felony 
conviction can vote.”

 Tri-C Awarded Federal Grant to Help Cleveland Students Work Toward College
 Cuyahoga Community College 
(Tri-C®) will use a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
National Educational Talent Search 
Project to provide academic, career 
and fi nancial counseling to Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District 
students who have the potential to 
succeed in college.
 Tri-C will provide myriad services 
to selected Cleveland students, in-
cluding tutoring, career exploration, 
fi nancial guidance and mentoring 
programs. The five-year project 
begins in September.
 The goal of the federal Education-
al Talent Search is to increase the 
number of youth from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who complete high 
school and pursue college degrees. 

Tri-C will work with 1,300 students 
at seven Cleveland schools.
 The following CMSD schools 
will participate: Scranton, Charles 
A. Mooney, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Career Campus, Lincoln-West High 
School, James Ford Rhodes High 
School, East Technical High School 
and John Adams High School.
 Tri-C received $616,454 from the 
U.S. Department of Education for 
the fi rst year of a fi ve-year perfor-
mance period. Total federal invest-
ment in the project is expected to be 
nearly $3.1 million.
 The project aligns with the Col-
lege’s work on the Higher Education 
Compact of Greater Cleveland, a 
community-wide effort to fuel stu-
dent success.

 “The economic future of Northeast 
Ohio depends upon a well-educat-
ed population,” said Alex Johnson, 
president of Tri-C. “Through this 
project and others, Cuyahoga Com-
munity College is readying young 
men and women to contribute to the 
success of our community.”

Visit the Plain Press online at: www.plainpress.org
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 20, 2016; 38th Annual Cleveland International Kite 
Festival, Edgewater Park: This big cat was one of the kites on display 
in this festival sponsored by the Ohio Society for the Elevation of Kites.

glow he feels from taking the pills, to 
wanting the glow, to needing the glow.
 Once addicted, keeping up the habit 
can be very expensive, said Denihan. 
Often, addicted individuals turn to heroin 
as an alternative. He says heroin dealers 
have found a way to make the drug into 
pills or capsules that can be sold for $5 or 
$10. Those using the drug can then grind 
it into a powder for snorting or injecting.

 Denihan says a person that becomes 
addicted to prescription medicine may be 
staying home and not working because 
they can’t work. To get more prescription 
drugs, some individuals pretend they are 
in the market to buy a home and visit 
house sales to steal prescription pain 
drugs from peoples’ medicine cabinets. 
Others may start to steal from family and 
friends to support their addiction.
 Denihan believes that family members 
can contribute to enabling individuals, 
allowing them to put off dealing with their 
addiction by providing them a place to 
stay. He suggested that one way to force 
individuals to go to treatment is to press 
charges against them for crimes they 
commit and get them into drug court. He 
says the drug court can give them the 
option of incarceration or treatment. He 
says often the leverage that drug court 
can apply is necessary for those who are 
not willing to voluntarily commit them-
selves to detox and treatment programs.
 With the mixing of the dangerous 
fentanyl, and now, the even more dan-
gerous carfentanil in the local heroin 
supply, deaths from overdoses are on 
the increase. Pulling out a large chart, 
Denihan shows the dramatic increase 
in Cuyahoga County in the number of 

deaths due to heroin and opiates such 
fentanyl in 2016. He points out that in 
Cuyahoga County there were 197 deaths 
due to heroin and opiates in 2013, the 
number of deaths increased to 223 in 
2014 and to 228 and 2015. This year, 
at the current pace, Denihan says the 
number of fatalities is projected to reach 
500 people.
 In an effort to stem the number of 
deaths due to overdoses, Project DAWN 
was formed to distribute Nalozone kits 
which can be used to revive a person 
that has stopped breathing due to an 
opioid overdose. Denihan says 1,500 
kits have been distributed over the past 
few years. At least 150 lives have been 
reported saved by use of the kits, says 
Denihan. On the Near West Side, the 
kits are available at McCafferty Health 
Center on Thursdays from 4-8 p.m.
 The capacity of service providers in 
Cuyahoga County to help persons ad-
dicted to opiates and heroin is being test-
ed and stretched says Denihan. He said 
that while Cuyahoga County taxpayers 
generously support the ADAMHS Board 
programs with the Health and Human 
Services levy, the State of Ohio could 
do a better job in funding programs. 
 On the federal level, Denihan said 
the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act passed this year did a 
number of good things, but no funding 
was included. Denihan says a rule cre-
ated during the Kennedy Administration 
to prevent the warehousing of mental 
health patients, is preventing Medicaid 
from funding treatment programs with 
more than 16 beds. Programs serving 
more than 16 individuals at a time, can’t 
qualify for Medicaid reimbursement, said 
Dehihan. Changing this federal rule will 
allow some local programs to expand 
and offer more beds. Denihan said that 
Matt Talbot has an empty building they 
could use for more treatment beds, but 
are reluctant to do so because it is very 
diffi cult to run the costly treatment pro-
grams without Medicaid. Denihan says 
while Congresswoman Marcia Fudge is 
aware of the problem, bipartisan support 
will be needed to make the change in the 
rule enforced by the federal Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration.
 While the ADAMHS Board provides 
funding to a whole array of providers 
that serve individuals in need of help to 
overcome an addiction, Denihan says 
the number of cases far exceeds the 
capacity of the programs to provide help 
needed. 
 Funding from the ADAMHS Board 
helps to support detoxification and 
treatment programs for individuals who 
are not covered by Medicaid or insur-
ance, says Denihan. The detoxifi cation 
programs are very expensive, says 
Denihan, requiring three to fi ve days of 
24 hour supervised care. Data provided 
by the ADAMHS Board lists Rosary 
Hall, Salvation Army Harbor Light, and 
Stella Marris as agencies it works with to 
provide detoxifi cation to addicted individ-
uals. All three agencies have programs 
serving adult men and adult women. In 
total, there are 63 detox beds available. 

Denihan says the waiting list for detox 
can sometimes range from 10 days to 
two weeks. The ADAMHS Board regu-
larly monitors the waiting lists receiving 
reports on a regular basis. A late August 
look at the waiting lists indicated a one to 
three-day waiting period at Rosary Hall, 
zero waiting time at Salvation Army Har-
bour Light and a 1-10-day wait at Stella 
Maris. Denihan says that the problem 
with putting people on a waiting list is 
that they will continue using while waiting 
to get in the program and some do not 
come back.
 Detoxification is typically followed 
with an outpatient Medically Assisted 
Treatment or a non-medical community 
residential treatment program. Denihan 
believes the medically assisted pro-
grams and total abstinence residential 
treatment programs are both effective 
in helping addicts work toward recovery. 
The ADAMHS Board measures success 
as the number of individuals who com-
plete a given program. 
 The ADAMHS Board lists Commu-
nity Action Against Addiction, as an 
outpatient medically assisted treatment 
program. The Community Action Against 
Addiction website indicates that the pro-
gram uses Naltrexone orally or Vivitrol by 
injection as treatment for clients in the 
opioid treatment program. The program 
has no waiting list and on an average 
month serves 109 women and 132 men.
 A number of non-medical residential 
programs are also listed including: 
Catholic Charities Matt Talbot and St. 
Vincent’s programs, Community Assess-
ment and Treatment Services, Hispanic 
UMADAOP, Hitchcock Center for Wom-
en, New Directions, and Orca House. In 
total they offer 387 residential treatment 
beds. In late August the wait times to get 
into the residential treatment programs 
range from zero to four weeks for women 
and zero to fi ve weeks for men. 
 In late August, the number of men on 
the waiting list for a detox or treatment 
program was 94, with 45 of those individ-
uals having a scheduled admit date. The 
number of women on the wait list was 50. 
In the August 22nd report the ADAMHS 
Board indicated that it provided funding 
for 16.5 of the 63 detox beds being used 
and 169 of the 387 residential treatment 
beds in use.
 For individuals suffering from an ad-
diction or family members seeking help 
someone with an opioid addiction, the 
ADAMHS Board can help direct them to 
detoxifi cation and treatment programs 
that can help. The ADAMHS Board 
Hotline is available to help with referrals 
24 hours a day at: 216-623-6888. Infor-
mation is also available on individual 
programs at the ADAMHS website at: 
www.adamhscc.org.
 A new program developed over the 
past couple of years offers an option to 
those coming out of treatment programs. 
Through the Sober Bed Pilot Program 
announced in early 2015, the ADAMHS 
Board offers funding for Stella Maris and 
Cleveland Treatment Center to contract 
with area halfway houses to provide at 
least 90 days of aftercare support. The 
idea of the program came from surveys 
of individuals in recovery, said Denihan. 
The ADAMHS Board description of the 
program says halfway houses provide 
“aftercare support to a newly sober indi-

vidual rather than returning the person 
to the setting where the addiction may 
have begun.”
 Denihan says there are now 50 sober 
beds in halfway houses run by private 
nonprofi t organizations that provide a 
low cost option ($15 - $22 a day) versus 
the cost of a treatment program ($100 or 
more a day.) Jeff Knight who runs three 
sober houses with 30 beds in four differ-
ent locations says individuals generally 
are referred to him after going through 
detox and getting out of a treatment 
program which generally last about 30 
days. He says he meets with the person 
and interviews them prior to them being 
admitted to a house.
 He says currently his houses serve 
all men who use the time for different 
purposes. Some guys come out of 
treatment and already have a job to go 
back to. Others use the time to get their 
driver’s license back, pay back child 
support, or go to school to further their 
education or get job training. He says a 
number of guys opt to stay longer than 
the 90 days covered by the ADAMHS 
board. A number have stayed six months 
or a year. The half-way house offers an 
informal network as guys let each other 
know when they hear of a job opening. 
Knight says he keeps the places nice and 
runs a tight ship. Over the three years he 
has been running the halfway houses, 
Knight says he has had some success 
stories of guys going on to do well and 
has had a few people recycle. He says he 
is tougher on people that want to come 
back after having relapsed, being strict 
with them to hold them accountable.
 Denihan says a number of other 
new resources have emerged to help 
in the effort to fi ght heroin and opiate 
addiction. One is the formation of Heroin 
Anonymous meetings. Another is the 
formation of group of young recovering 
addicts in their early to mid 20s that are 
volunteering to talk to young people in 
middle schools and high schools to help 
them avoid the path of drug addiction. 
The emergence of family fundraisers, 
who raise funds for treatment programs 
in the memory of a loved one who has 
died, is also helping to get more needed 
resources to programs, said Denihan. 
 Denihan says he hopes crisis inter-
vention training of fi rst responders will 
help them to recognize human traffi cking 
victims who are also suffering from an 
addiction and provide victims a diversion-
ary option where they can get a medical 
referral.  Another option for individuals 
caught up in crime as a result of an 
addiction, is drug court or mental health 
court. In those cases, the judge can 
make sure the probation offi cer holds the 
person accountable to seeking treatment 
and going to meetings with the threat of 
a charge and going to prison hanging 
over their heads, said Denihan. If the 
person follows the program outlined by 
the judge, they can be exonerated and 
not have a charge on their record, he 
said.
Editor’s Note: Heroin Anonymous 
meetings are held at Stella Maris, 1320 
Washington Ave., on Thursdays at 8 
p.m. and Friday’s at 7:30 p.m. For more 
information about the group and other 
meeting locations and times visit their 
website at www.heroinanonymous.org.

ADAMHS BOARD
continued from page one
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS/
RUMMAGE SALES

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE:  W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, Baby 
needs, Household Items and more 
– prices all can afford. Many items 
$1.00 and under. Hours – Wednes-
day 1 to 5 pm. Open First Saturday 
of the Month,10 to noon with Bargain 
Prices and Clothes - $1.00 per bag.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS?  Cal l 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization’s 
Client Service Center: 216-432-
0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

PLAIN PRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

216-621-3060

plainpressads@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
FASHION JEWELRY/GIFTS: Low 
Wholesale Prices. Use Yourself 
or Sell. Maple Hts. 440-879-6672; 
UNICORNLTD@hotmail.com

HALL FOR RENT
ARCHWOOD UCC - 2800 Arch-
wood Ave Cleveland 44109 - Space 
available to rent for parties, show-
ers, weddings, receptions, meet-
ings, etc.  Call Church office at 
216-351-1060.

HELP WANTED
HORIZON EDUCATION CEN-
TERS EARLY CARE & EDUCA-
TION/AFTER SCHOOL: Now 
Hiring at Market Square and Old 
Brooklyn Centers. Want to Make 
a Difference? We are a Nonprofi t 
Leader in High Quality Childcare/
Afterschool Programming. Entry 
Level & Career Positions FT/PT w/
Benefi ts (Health Ins., Retirement, 
PTO/Holidays, Childcare Dis-
counts.) Apply online www.Horizo-
nohio.org

SERVICE & REPAIR
LAWN MOWER SERVICE: Save 
your mower.  “Fight bad gas!” Tribe 
rules, Yeah!  216-312-0252.
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                  PHOTO BY BOBBI REICHTELL
Friday, August 12, 2016; Franklin Reading Garden Dedication Ceremony, W. 65th & Franklin: (L-R) Dave 
Jurca, Patty Jurca, Ward 15 Councilman Matt Zone and Csilla Korossy join in the celebration to dedicate 
the reading garden.

Organization (DSCDO) secured 
control of the privately owned land 
where the garden now sits – the cor-
ner parcel and the backyard of the 
white house that once sat just South 
of the reading garden. DSCDO also 
worked with the city of Cleveland 
and Councilman Matt Zone and 
secure title of that parcel. 
 Warren said that Cleveland Met-
ropolitan School District wanted 
the part of the parcel where the 
house sat for future use as part of 
the Gallagher school campus. The 
parcel was sold the CMSD and 
they had the house torn down. In 
negotiations concerning the parcel 
between the school system, DSC-
DO and the Franklin Avenue Block 
Club, the block club, with the aid 
of DSCDO, was able to secure a 
promise to be able to review any 
future development and have input 
in improvements planned by the 
CMSD for the site of the parcel just 
south of the garden. The block club 
also secured access to water and 
electricity from Gallagher School 
for the garden’s use. Warren said 
this was crucial to the block club’s 
continual maintenance of the garden 
space.
 Having secured funding and the 
land, the Franklin Avenue Block 
Club went about its planning pro-
cess. Warren says the block club, 
which serves the area along Franklin 
from W. 58th to W. 85th, has over 100 
members. He noted that many mem-
bers of the block club contributed to 
the planning, fi nancing, creation and 
overall maintenance of the Franklin 
Reading Garden.
 Warren said neighborhood resi-

dent Dave Jurca, Associate Director 
of the Kent State University Cleve-
land Urban Design Collaborative, 
and Architect Erick Rodriguez work-
ing on a Rose Fellowship with the 
DSCDO EcoVillage designed the 
garden and bid out the work to a 
contractor to create the walks and 
borders for raised bed gardens, lay 
down soil and plant grass. Warren 
said a neighborhood business, 
Grace Brothers on W. 65th Street, 
won the bid and proved to be “very 
good to work with.”
 Last spring, once the landscaping 
was complete, Warren said neigh-
borhood residents brought fl owers 
from their home gardens and from 
other neighborhood gardens to plant 
in the raised bed gardens. A row of 
service berry trees, three magnolia 
trees and a fl aming red maple tree 
were also planted in the reading gar-
den. Warren said all the trees, ex-
cept the largest Magnolia tree, came 
from the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy, which has a project 
underway to repopulate Cleveland 
with native trees. The largest Mag-
nolia Tree was donated Calvary 
Reformed Church on W.  65th and 
planted by its pastor Reverend Dean 
Van Farowe in commemoration of 
the church’s 125th Anniversary in the 
neighborhood, said Warren.
 The program for the dedication 
ceremony indicates Artist Phyllis 
Bambeck painted the sign from the 
old ice cream stand which below the 
ice cream cone now reads “Reading 
is a Treat.” It indicates the Little Free 
Libraries were designed by neigh-
borhood residents Rick Matisak, 
David Jurca and Lora Guy. Warren 
says the little free library boxes 

are designed to look like the archi-
tecture of houses along Franklin 
Boulevard. The Little Free Library 
boxes were placed in the Franklin 
Reading Garden early this summer. 
Neighborhood residents have con-
tributed books from various sources 
to place in the boxes. A sign on the 
boxes says, “Take a book. Leave a 
book.” 
 Warren says already Lee Chilcote 
of Literary Cleveland has planned a 
Poetree Project event at the Frank-
lin Reading Garden. He says the 

project involves local poets reading 
poems and leaving copies of original 
poems in a box on a tree for others 
to pick up and read.

People are regularly visiting the 
Little Free Library to get books to 
read. There are four benches in 
the garden to allow people to sit 
and read or relax. Warren says he 
sees people sitting in the reading 
garden when they are picking up or 
dropping off their kids at Gallagher 
School. He sees use of the garden 
evolving as it becomes more like a 

FRANKLIN READING GARDEN
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Shoreway starting at Lorain Branch 
Library at 8216 Lorain Ave. on Tuesday, 
September 13 at 7 am and Tuesday, 
September 27 at 7 pm.  Meet at the 
library at one of the specifi ed times.  For 
more information about setting up and 
promoting your own walk, contact Jer-
emy at 216/961-4242 x233 or Jtaylor@
dscdo.org
THE SECOND DISTRICT COMMUNI-
TY RELATIONS MEETINGS are held 
the second Tuesday of each month 
(September 13) at 7 pm.  Meet with 
the Commander, Supervisors, and 
Offi cers.  Meet at the Applewood Cen-
ters, 3518 West 25th St. (in the Gym on 
Daisy Ave.). For more information, email 
mmcdonald@city.cleveland.oh.us or call 
216/664-3293. 

OHIO CITY
A STREET FESTIVAL will be held on 
Sunday, September 25th in Ohio City.   It 
will feature live music, food from neigh-
borhood restaurants, locally brewed 
beer, arts & culture programming, and 
family-friendly activities. This event 
is free and open to all!   The festival takes 
place from 11am-7pm on West 25th 
Street between Lorain Avenue & Bridge 
Avenue.  For more information, visit 
http://www.ohiocity.org/OHCStreetFest.

POLITICS 
PEACE@THEPUB: Peace and the 
Progressive Revolution on Tuesday, 
September 13th from 7 - 9 pm at Mar-
ket Garden Brewery, 1947 W 25th St.  
Tristan Rader, Operation Director for 
the new Cuyahoga County Progressive 
Caucus (CCPC), will address the ques-
tion “Can foreign policy and peace issues 
become a major part of a progressive 
revolution?” CCPC grew out of the Bernie 
Sanders presidential campaign. How 
could Cleveland Peace Action and CCPC 
could work together? 
WARD 14 DEMOCRATIC CLUB will 
meet Monday, September 20 at Sach-
senheim Hall, 7001 Denison Ave.  Free 
and open to the public.  Special Guests, 
Lillian Sharpley - Cuyahoga Democratic 
Party, Kyle Early - Raise Up Cleveland, 
Kimberly Cooper - Ohio Democratic Par-
ty. For more information contact Diane 
Morgan at  216-324-5036. 

SMALL BUSINESS
THE STOREFRONT RENOVATION 
PROGRAM of the City of Cleveland 
assists targeted neighborhood retail 
districts in becoming attractive, eco-
nomically viable, and diverse places 
to shop. The program helps fund the 
rehabilitation/renovation of (primarily) 

traditional storefront building exteriors 
including:  The Storefront Program has 
two building rebate scales based on two 
criteria:  1) the location of the building in a 
Target Area = 40% rebate up to $25,000, 
or outside of a target area = 40% rebate 
up to $15,000  2) that the building was 
originally built as a traditional storefront 
building or commercial service (ie 
gas stations or service garages).  You 
may qualify for the Storefront Reno-
vation Program through the City of 
Cleveland Department of Community 
Development. If you are interested 
in exploring the program please 
contact Keisha Gonzalez, Economic De-
velopment Director at Stockyard, Clark-
Fulton & Brooklyn Centre Community 
Development Offi ce at (216) 961-9073 
x204 or look up your community develop-
ment corporation contact at http://www.
rethinkcleveland.org/Cleveland/media/
Cleveland/Photos%20Reese%20to%20
Add/CDCContacts.pdf?ext=.pdf
WARD 14 SMALL BUSINESS MATCH-
ING FUND.  The $50,000 fund will offer 
matching grants of up to  $5,000 to small 
businesses in Ward 14. These funds 
are targeted at exterior improvements 
and will compliment other programs 
offered through the City of Cleveland 
for commercial district improvements. If 
you are interested in exploring the 
Ward 14 Small Business Matching 
Fund or any other program offered 
through the City of Cleveland Depart-
ment of Economic Development, please 
contact Keisha Gonzalez, Economic 
Development Director of Stockyard, 
Clark-Fulton & Brooklyn Centre 
Community Development Office at 
(216) 961-9073 x204.

SPIRIT AND LIFE
SPEAKING FOR JUSTICE, a lecture 
by Dr. Rhonda Williams, Founder and 
Director pf the Social Justice Institute 
at Case Western Reserve University, 
and inventor of the “monoWelog” in a 
series about how spiritual understanding 
changes the speakers’ lives, how they 
create and how they make a difference 
in the world.  Free and open to the public 
at 4 pm at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
at 2600 Church Ave. in Ohio City. Visit 
www.stjohnsohiocity.org. 

WEST TECH
2016 HALL OF FAME Induction Dinner 
will be held on Saturday, September 
24 at Brennans Catering and Banquet 
Center at 13000 Triskett.  The festivities 
will begin at 6 pm social hour, followed 
by a buffet dinner.  For more information, 
call 440/871-9101. 

COMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2

neighborhood backyard where kids 
play games, chalk on the sidewalk, 
and keep cool under a sprinkler on 
hot summer days. 
 Warren says neighborhood res-
idents are volunteering on a daily 
basis to help with the maintenance 
of the Franklin Reading Garden 
which he says over the course of the 
year will involve weeding, shoveling 
snow, cutting grass and watering the 
plants. He said, since he is retired 
now, he has volunteered to coordi-
nate that effort. 

WalletHub study says Cleveland is 5th most stressed city in the country
If you are feeling stressed living 

in the City of Cleveland, perhaps 
there is a reason. A recent study 
by WalletHub measured the 150 
largest cities in the United States 
across fi ve key dimensions – work 
related stress, money related stress, 
family related stress, health and 
safety related stress and coping with 
stress. In doing this, WalletHub used 
27 metrics and found Cleveland to 
be the 5th most stressed city in the 
United States. Cities more stressed 
than Cleveland were Detroit at 
number one; followed by Mobile 
Alabama; Birmingham, Alabama; 
and Memphis, Tennessee.
 In the category of family related 
stress, Cleveland ranked number 

two behind number one Mobile, 
Alabama. Metrics used to measure 
family stress levels were the divorce 
rate, percentage of single parents 
and a family well-being index. 
Contributing to the ranking was 
Cleveland ranking number one in 
the country in its divorce rate.
 Other factors that contributed to 
Cleveland’s listing as the 5th most 
stressed big city in the country were 
having the second highest poverty 
rate in the country next to Detroit, 
Michigan; and being 10th in the 
nation in the amount of crime per 
capita.
 For the full report visit: https://
wallethub.com/edu/most-least-
stressed-cities/22759/
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           PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Tuesday, August 2, 2016; National Night Out Against Crime, Steelyard Commons, 3447 Steelyard Drive: 
Members of Rising Stars Acrobatics dance in a performance of The Lily Pond.

           PHOTO BY TED LOBAUGH
Tuesday, August 2, 2016; National Night Out Against Crime, Steelyard Commons, 3447 Steelyard Drive: 
Binky the Clown instructs one of four volunteers at the beginning of a demonstration on how to form 
interlocking human chairs.
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ous workshops and caucuses that 
ranged widely in their quality and 
interests. Probably the best thing 
about these caucuses was that they 
afforded you the opportunity to hear 
people speak who you normally 
do not see in person. There were 
some surprising omissions. There 
was no environmental caucus and 
environmentalists are some of the 
Democratic Party’s most loyal con-
stituents. No mention was made of 
fracking in the Rural Caucus, when 
rural Ohio has been turned upside 
down because of fracking. You had 
to cherry pick to really learn anything 
new in these caucuses, because 
from the first day the script was 
signed, sealed and delivered. Rah, 
rah Hillary Clinton – nothing is more 
important than party unity and yes, 
thank you Bernie Sanders for your 
contribution of idealism and energy. 
And did we forget to mention that 
Hillary is one of the greatest public 
servants in American history? Rah, 
rah. 
 That may have been the script but 
the divisions in the party between 
the partisans of Clinton and Sand-
ers were always just beneath the 
surface. There were two exceptions 
to this discord. The TPP trade deal 
was universally detested at the con-
vention. Its only rival in unpopularity 
was Donald Trump.  

Bernie supporters are a cantan-
kerous lot. Even Bernie had trouble 
riding the bronco of what he started. 
In a Monday afternoon workshop, 
he urged the adoring audience to 
support Hillary Clinton in the be all 
and end all goal of defeating Donald 
Trump. The adoration turned into 
boos. It was a tough crowd as stand-
up comedians would put it.  
 I mentioned that Republicans 
and Democrats just look different. 
Well there were differences as well 
with Hillary and Bernie supporters. 
Hillary supporters tended to come 
from the offi cial apparatus of the 
party. They were the establishment 

of the party. Bernie supporters in-
cluded many experienced politicos, 
campaign operatives and office 
holders as well, but marbled within 
that population were old fashioned, 
hell raising street activists who were 
not attuned to the usual etiquette 
of the convention. That rough and 
ready quality kept the organizers of 
the convention on pins and needles, 
because you could never tell when 
Bernie delegates would go off script 
with their own chants, and occa-
sional walk outs and spontaneous 
demonstrations.
 Bernie supporters were divided by 
those who would hold their noses 
and support Hillary, and those who 
were called, “Bernie or Busters”. 
They would be damned before they 
would bury the hatchet from the 
primary campaign and many at the 
convention were giving Green Party 
nominee, Jill Stein, careful consid-
eration.  
 Just because you were not a 
“Bernie or Buster” did not mean 
by any stretch of the imagination 
that you were all smiles now about 
supporting Hillary. The main stream 
press has always been enamored 
of the Clintons but this affection 
has hidden the sizable contingent 
of Democrats who do not like them, 
and think that they have betrayed 
many of the traditional values and 
constituencies of the party. After 
decades in the shadows, those 
Democrats fi nally found a voice in 
Bernie Sanders.   
 Monday night was Bernie’s night 
though, and those who booed him 
in the afternoon returned his love 
at night. There was hardly a dry 
eye among the Bernie delegates 
in the Wells Fargo arena. When 
later in the convention the roll call 
vote was taken and Hillary fi nally 
made it over the magic number of 
winning the nomination, the Bernie 
delegates more or less lost interest 
in the convention. We still made it to 
the watch parties. Hell, just because 
we were eating bitterness we could 
still wash it down with free drinks.   
 One good thing to come out of the 

convention was the creation of po-
litical networks for Bernie veterans. 
Usually a campaign has a start, a 
life and a fi nish then everyone goes 
home. But, as an iconic slogan of 
Black Lives Matter puts it, this is a 
movement, not a moment. Bernie 
veterans from Ohio met and net-
worked for the future. It is not over. 
It has not even begun.   
 The unity between Bernie and 
Hillary supporters is not a peace 
treaty. It is a truce created to no 
small degree by Donald Trump. 
Campaign unity does not erase the 
fact that there are two Democratic 
Parties and they really do not like 
each other. The truce will end at 

midnight on the night of November 
8th and the Democratic Party will 
move on to a long postponed civil 

TWO PARTIES
continued from page 3

war. The tale of two parties is not 
over. It is just beginning. 

 The Stockyard, Clark Fulton & Brooklyn Centre 
Community Development Offi ce gets  a new name
After a vote by community residents and stakeholders, the Stockyard, Clark 
Fulton & Brooklyn Centre Community Development Offi ce has changed 
its name. The new name is the Metro West Community Development 
Organization.


