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 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, May 22, 2017; Community Forum on Education, 
Max Hayes High School, 2211 W. 65th Street: State of Ohio 
Board of Education Member Meryl Johnson sings a song 
about children’s educational aspirations to the tune of 
Amazing Grace at the opening of the forum.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, May 13, 2017; Stockyard Neighborhood Bike-a-thon, Clark 
School, 5550 Clark Avenue: Ayden Harrison, age 4, takes a ride on 
his bike donning his new helmet. The event featured free helmets for 
children, a hula hoop contest, face painting, entertainment, and a bike 
ride through the neighborhood.

     PHOTO COURTESY OF SUPERHEROES TO KIDS IN OHIO
Brian Chulik, aka “Batman,” honors a super kid at Cleveland Wizard 
World.  Wizard World provided V.I.P treatment for all super kids and 
their families.

        PHOTO COURTESY OF ESPERANZA
These kids are excited recipients of backpacks from Esperanza’s annual Back to School Event in August 
2016, where over 1,200 backpacks were distributed. This year’s Back to School Event will be on August 
12th in the parking lot behind Esperanza’s offi ce at W. 25th and Clark Avenue.

Community Forum on Education offers 
input to State of Ohio Educational Plan
by Chuck Hoven
 At a May 22nd Community Forum 
on Education held at Max Hayes 
High School, over thirty educators, 
parents and community members 
from throughout Greater Cleveland 
had an opportunity to offer their input 
on the State of Ohio’s educational 
policy. The forum, hosted by Ohio 

State Board of Education Member 
Meryl Johnson and District 45 State 
Representative Teresa Fedor, of-
fered an overview of the Federal Ev-
ery Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
and a discussion on how Ohio 
should respond to the requirements 
of ESSA. Among those attending the 
forum were State of Ohio House of 

Representative members: Nickie 
Antonio, Stephanie Howse, Kent 
Smith and Martin Sweeney. 
 State Board of Education Member 
Johnson and Representative Fedor 
explained that ESSA, passed by 
Congress with bipartisan support in 
December of 2015 during President 
Barack Obama’s administration, 
transfers a good deal of power to 
determine educational policy back 
to the states. Currently, the State of 
Ohio must submit a State Plan to the 
federal government by September 
2017.
 Johnson and Fedor presented 
changes ESSA calls for, including: 
“Allows for a common vision among 
stakeholders for Ohio’s education 
plan; aligns standards with college 
and career skills; implementation 
of state’s equity plan required; 
increased attention for special pop-
ulations: students in foster care, 
homeless children, military depen-
dents, minorities; fl exibility in testing 
and fewer tests required; de-links 
student test scores from teacher 
evaluations; benchmarks for schools 
required, but ‘A-F Report Card’ 
is not; must use evidence-based 
interventions; no specific school 
improvement models required; and 
must identify comprehensive, target-
ed support and improvement.”
 Johnson said the State Board of 

continued on page 4continued on page 4

 “Everyone needs a hero”
by M. Yesenia Summers
 Imagine a young child looking out 
of his hospital window. The weather 
is grey and gloomy; inside the room 
the atmosphere isn’t much better. 
Mom, dad and other family members 
are forcing artifi cial cheerfulness. 
This young boy is fi ghting a serious 
illness and sits in a hospital bed wait-
ing for the next time he may need 
to be poked with a needle or carted 
off to another room for yet another 
procedure. The steady rhythm of 
approaching footsteps causes the 
room to become silent. In walks Bat-
man, Superman, Wonder Woman 
and other super heroes. Disbelief 
and joy spread across the little boy 
and his loved ones faces, where did 
these heroes come from? Why are 
they here?
 This group of amazing men and 
women are called, “Super Heroes 
to Kids in Ohio”. This non-profit 
organization began in 2010. The 
group initially started visitations 
at the Cleveland Clinic Children’s 
wards but has expanded to visiting 
hospitals throughout northeast Ohio. 
These selfl ess heroes come from 
all walks of life. All the heroes are 

volunteers, they spend their own 
money on their costumes and give 
freely of their time.  Just like you and 
I, they have jobs and families they 
need to attend to.
 For example, Dr. John Han-
ick, aka “Spider-Man” has a busy 
schedule but carves out time to be 
involved in the organization. When 
asked why he got involved in the 
group, he responded, “Children are 
not supposed be sick or in hospitals, 
so when they are, it can be scary 
and confusing. I heard of this group 
who brought smiles and laughter to 
these children and their families sim-
ply by visiting them as their favorite 
superhero or princess. With all the 
stress and terrible things going on in 
the world, what a great way to reach 
out and help lift up our little heroes”.
 The organization has three main 
goals: (1) To provide simple acts 
of kindness (2) To recognize indi-
viduals who have battled through 
adversity (3) To encourage the in-
volvement of “community” in making 
a positive difference in the lives of 
others; especially children. Not only 
does Super Heroes to Kids in Ohio 

continued on page 3continued on page 3

 Esperanza offers “hope” for the future
by M. Yesenia Summers
 Hope is defi ned as “a feeling of 
expectation and desire for a certain 
thing to happen.” On Cleveland’s 
west side, there is a place that pro-
vides hope to teenage youth; this 
place is called Esperanza; Spanish 
for Hope. Esperanza provides edu-
cation, support and scholarships to 
Northeast Ohio, Hispanic students. 

The non-profit organization also 
provides support to families as 
well; through proven, measurable 
programs and passionate staff and 
leadership. I had the pleasure of 
talking to Felicia Soto, Associate 
Director of Esperanza.  
Q. How did Esperanza begin? 
What was the motivation?
A. Esperanza began with just one 

scholarship to a college student 
in the early 1980s. The motivation 
was driven by one of the founders, 
Luis Martinez, who had returned to 
Cleveland after serving in the mili-
tary and wanted to support a student 
who was pursuing a college degree. 
A group of community supporters 
recognized the need to expand 
continued on page 4continued on page 4
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, May 13, 2017; Canalway Partners’ RiverSweep, volunteers 
clean-up on Train Avenue: Jenny Lee, an eleventh grade student at 
Brecksville Broadview Heights High School, joins with other students 
from her school and Kris Harsh of MetroWest Community Development 
Organization in helping to pick up debris on Train Avenue.

ARTS AND CULTURE
CLEVELAND BAZAAR. Shop with 
talented local handmade vendors, 
grab groceries at the West Side 
Market or lunch on West 25th.  The 
bazaar will be in the park the fi rst 
and third Saturdays all summer long, 
including June 3 and 17 from 10:00 
am - 4:00 pm at Market Square Park 
at W25th & Lorain. Visit cleveland-
bazaar.org

LA PLACITA: An open-air market 
celebrating our neighborhood’s 
rich Latino culture. Saturday, 
June 10 from 1- 10 p.m. in La 
Villa Hispana at the US Bank Lot 
3104 W. 25th. (Just South of Clark 
Avenue). Live entertainment, 
traditional food, artisan vendors.

CUDELL FINE ARTS CENTER, 
located at 10013 Detroit Avenue, is 
a dynamic place for neighborhood 
stakeholders to learn all about the 
fi ne and cultural arts.  There are 
classes for adults, children and 
families.  Most are free for Cleveland 
residents or have a small materials/
participation fee.  Examples of offer-
ings include: Family Arts & Crafts; 
Family Clay; Open Studio Arts for 
all ages; and many, many classes 
for children ages 8 - 17.  Call 216. 
664.4183 or 216.664.4103 for the 
Summer Schedule that starts in 
early June.
TWILIGHT TOURS AND TAST-
INGS on June 2 from 6 - 9 pm. 
Celebrate art in Hingetown at the 
Transformer Station and SPACES.  
Enjoy the latest exhibitions “First 
100 days,” “Tea Taste Democracy 
& Upside Down Objects,” and 
“THEM! Photographers/Musicians” 
while sampling some of the area’s 
fi nest. Portside Distillery will host 
a tasting of their rums featured 
alongside cheese pairings from 
Astoria Café and Market. This is a 
free event; RSVP on https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/twilight-tours-
and-tastings-tickets-34477573350. 
Must be 21 or older.  Gallery tours: 

Transformer Station (1460 West 
29th St. - 216/938-5429) – 6:30 pm 
and 7:30 pm, and SPACES (2900 
Detroit Ave.-216/621-2314) – 7:15 
pm and 8:15 pm.  More information 
about the exhibitions can be found 
at spacesgallery.org and transform-
erstation.org.

AWARD CELEBRATION
THE VARIETY THEATRE, 11815 
LORAIN AVENUE, will host Amer-
ican Pickers star Mike Wolfe, on 
June 7 from 2-4 p.m. The Variety 
Theatre restoration is the late 2016 
winner of the This Place Matters 
Campaign Contest put on by TV’s 
American Pickers star Mike Wolfe, 
Team Antique Archaeology, & The 
National Trust For Historic Pres-
ervation, Wolfe will appear at The 
Historic Variety Theatre to support 
its restoration. To help celebrate, 
The Dave Sterner Trio will be playing 
this open to the public, free event, 
sponsored by Westown CDC.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
CALL 2 - 1 – 1.  United Way 2 - 1 
- 1 provides help when you need 
it.  Dial three numbers 2 - 1 - 1 
and a compassionate professional 
will help you understand, fi nd and 
access community resources 24 
hours a day, every day.  2 - 1 - 1 
can provide guidance and informa-
tion about: employment services, 
food, housing and utility assistance, 
counseling services, drug and 
alcohol treatment, legal services, 
veterans services, tax prepara-
tion assistance and health care.  
This is a free service.  Call 211 or go 
to 211oh.org.

EMPLOYMENT
West Side Catholic Center’s EM-
PLOYMENT PROGRAM assists 
all people in transition from initial 
assessments to interviews. The 
two-week program will prepare you 
for longer term employment and 
career paths, all in a one-on-one 
environment. With daily attendance 
in the classes, the placements into 
jobs or training programs is about 

a 95% success rate.   Classes run 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm Monday 
thru Friday and with continuation of 
training/tutoring Tuesday through 
Thursday 1:30 -3:30 pm.  Ohio’s 
new Workkeys Assessment (an-
other job matching opportunity) is 
every Wednesday from 1:00 pm to 
4:00 pm. Questions?  Call Frank 
Johanek, Economic Opportunities 
Manager, 216-631-4741 ext. 167 

ENVIRONMENT
FORUM ON TRANSPORTATIONIN 
NE OHIO: Where’s the Equity?  - 
Wednesday, June 14, from 7:00 
pm - 8:30 pm, at Urban  Community 
School, 4909 Lorain Avenue. Ginger 
Christ, Plain Dealer reporter, will 
moderate.  Panelists include: Derek 
Bauman, vice chairman, All Aboard 
Ohio; Grace Gallucci, executive 
director, NOACA (Northeast Ohio 
Area wide Coordinating Agency); 
Hunter Morrison, senior fellow, 
Maxine Goodman Levin College 
of Urban Affairs; Akshai Singh, 
member, Clevelanders for Public 
Transit.  Free and open to the public, 
but registration is recommended -
h t t p s : / / w w w. l i f e l o n g l e a r n -
i n g c l e v e l a n d . o r g / d e v _ s t u -
dents .asp?act ion=coursede-
tai l&id=5513&main=&sub1=&-
m i s c = 8 9 4 & c o u r s e i n t e r n a l -
accesscode=&course type=0
 SIERRA CLUB’S READY FOR 100 
CAMPAIGN DIALOGUE GATH-
ERING will be held Fridays at 2 
pm, starting June 2nd at St. Paul 
Community Church, 4427 Franklin 
Blvd.  They are for Cleveland res-
idents and will meet for two-hours 
each week for 4 weeks. Each ses-
sion will be co-facilitated by trained 
volunteers with a commitment to 
engaging group participants to listen 
and share. The dialogue gatherings 
will be about clean air, preserving 
Lake Erie and drinkable water, af-
fordable electricity bills, your child’s 
health and future, and eliminating 
toxic landfills in our community. 
Come join the conversation and help 
shape a healthier more vibrant future 
for our city. Register at https://sierra.
secure.force.com/events/details?-
formcampaignid=70131000001ui-
6mAAA or contact Jocelyn Travis 
at jocelyn.travis@sierraclub.org  or 
216 926 6535.
SUSTAINABLE CUYAHOGA will be 
held on Wednesday, June 21 at 7 
pm at St Christopher Church (Mary 
Room), 20141 Detroit Ave, Rocky 
River. Join Mike Foley, Executive 
Director of the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Sustainability, as 
we learn about local sustainability 
issues. This event is sponsored by 
the West Side Creation Care Team, 
the Cuyahoga County Department 
of Sustainability, St. Christopher So-
cial Action Committee, and others.

FATHERHOOD
THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY FA-

THERHOOD INITIATIVE will be 
holding its 13th Annual Fatherhood 
Conference on Friday, June 16th 
from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm at the 
Wyndham Hotel at Playhouse 
Square, 1260 Euclid Avenue.  The 
conference will once again consist 
of a Resource Fair, an Opening Ple-
nary Session, a Town Hall Meeting, 
an Awards Luncheon and Educa-
tional workshops.  The keynote 
speaker at the Awards Luncheon will 
be Reverend Dr. Stephen Rowan, 
Pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in 
Cleveland and a long time outstand-
ing community advocate.  Register 
on the Cuyahoga County Father-
hood Initiative’s website at http://fa-
therhoodinitiative.cuyahogacounty.
us/  Call the Fatherhood Initiative 
office at 216-348-3967 with any 
questions or concerns.
FATHER’S DAY WALK HONORING 
JUDGE RAYMOND L. PIANKA is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 18. 2:00 
pm - Kickoff and brief remarks at the 
Franklin Reading Garden (corner of 
West 65th and Franklin Boulevard).  
2:00- 4:00 pm - Historic walking tour of 
Cleveland’s Detroit Shoreway neigh-
borhood.  4:00-5:00 pm - Lemonade 
and cookies at the Reading Garden. 

FOOD 
FREE MEALS for Cleveland Metro 
School District and other students 
younger than 18 are being served 
at CMSD schools. Lunch will be 
served at Joseph Gallagher, Marion 
Seltzer, Charles Mooney on Monday 
thru Friday from 11:30a.m. – 1:30 
p.m. through July 28th. Lunch will 
be served at Lincoln West, Luiz 
Munoz Marin, and Walton schools 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
M-F thru August 11. Clark School 
will serve dinner from 4-6:30 p.m. 
M-F thru July 28th. For a list of other 
school locations and times, visit 
http://www.clevelandmetroschools.
org/Page/11742
VEGFEST will be held on   Satur-
day, June 3, 2017, 11 am - 7 pm at 
Huntington Convention Center, 300 
Lakeside Ave East, in downtown 
Cleveland.  The Cleveland Vegan 
Society and Jakprints present this 
FREE event hosting a fabulous 
array of nationally regarded, dy-
namic speakers. They’ll share 
information on all aspects of vegan 
living ranging from our treatment 
of animals and the environment to 
presentations on sustainable food 
production and social justice, as 
well as cutting-edge nutrition advice 
and engaging food demonstrations. 
For more information, visit https://
www.clevelandvegansociety.org/
vegfest-home
HEALTH CARE AND WELLNESS
FREE DENTAL CARE FOR ALL 
sponsored by Medworks on June 
23 and 24 starting at 7 am at the 
Cleveland Convention Center at 

300 Lakeside Ave. East in down-
town Cleveland.  First come, First 
Served, Arrive Early. Adult services: 
screenings, extractions, clean-
ings. Children services: sealants.  
100% free. No questions asked. 
Call 216/201-9325 or visit www.
medworksusa.org/dental for more 
information.
HEALTHY STRIDES every Satur-
day through July from 9 – 10:15 
am at Lutheran Hospital at 1730 
West 25th St.  Combines a casual 
1-3 mile walk, preceded by a brief, 
informative health talk led by Cleve-
land Clinic physicians and care-
givers. Topics change each week 
based on the leader’s specialty 
and suggestions from participants. 
All members of the community are 
welcome. Free to attend and park. 
Light refreshments will be provided 
after the walk. For more information 
or to register, email Janice Gon-
zalez at gonzalj5@ccf.org or call 
216.363.2019. 
HEALTHY YOU, HEALTHY FAMI-
LIES:  What Moms, Dads, Grand-
mas, Grandpas and Babysitters 
Need to Know About Safe Baby 
Care!  The program features dis-
cussions with local health experts, 
informational booths and resources. 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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• Must be 4 or turn 4 by 9/30/16 and meet income guideline (<200% FPG)
• 
• Degreed Teachers
• 
• 

SPACE IS LIMTED!

Call Center or Request 
an Enrollment Visit at 

HorizonOhio.org

Free High-Quality ½ Day Preschool  
– 4 year-old program

Old Brooklyn      4140 Pearl Rd., Cleveland      216-584-KIDS (5437)      •     Market Square      2500 W. 25th St., Cleveland      216-930-KIDS (5437)

3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community 
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com
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                   PHOTO BY JOHN KAY
Saturday, May 20, 2017; Men Who Wish to Change Teen Re-Entry Youth Summit, Cudell Recreation Center, 
1910 West Boulevard: (L-R) Devonte Woods, Jamal Nash, Nichelle Nash and Lapheal Woods. 

 Men Who Wish to Change helps teens 
move from numbers to agents of change
by John Kay
 In America, our society loves a 
good success story…the ones that 
contain second and third chances for 
any individual. But when it comes to 
incarceration, it seems that a curtain of 
doubt and disbelief is held up for those 
same opportunities. In 2014, a program, 
Men Who Wish to Change, was started 
by two brothers, Rawn and Jamal Nash, 
who were incarcerated but wanted to 
change the trajectory of individuals, 
whom most have given up on. Men Who 
Wish to Change was created to generate 
support and services for incarcerated 
youth and to overcome the transition 
that has hampered so many. 
 Men Who Wish to Change presented 
their fi rst Teen Re-Entry Youth Summit 
on May 20th at the Cudell Recreation 
Center. This program, in its early stages, 
tackles the various challenges of re-en-
try by addressing the many levels of this 
issue. 
 Michael J. Houser, Special Assistant 
to the Chief of Staff for Cuyahoga 
County, coordinated the event with a 
unique lineup of speakers that focused 
on policy changes needed in regard to 

current criminal records, and how the 
community addresses re-entry on a daily 
basis. 
 With young teenagers and children 
in attendance, Mickey “The Spirit” 
Bey of Mayweather Promotions spoke 
of overcoming obstacles and barriers 
of everyday life. (In 2014, Bey became 
the IBF lightweight world champion 
by outlasting Miguel Vasquez in 12 
rounds.) “It’s not about sports, it’s about 
making the right decisions. You go left 
or you go right—that’s whether you’re 
a painter, a singer, whether you want 
to be a doctor…it’s always going to be 
challenging,” said Bey.
 Surrounded by a group of girls and 
boys outside the recreational center, Bey 
encouraged them to be more intentional 
with their dreams and aspirations. He 
spoke of his incarceration and how it 
was a defi ning snapshot in his life. 
 “Now, when you kids are younger, 
you got to know what you want to do,” 
urged Bey. “You have to stay on that 
straight path, be focused…sometimes 
you got to know how to turn that nega-
tive energy into positive energy.”

visit hospitals, it is also involved 
with the Special Olympics, A Special 
Wish Cleveland, Make A Wish and 
various other charities.
 Perhaps you would like to assist 
the organization. Here are some 
ways you can do just that.  Brian 
Chulik, aka “Batman” suggested the 
following steps. First, you can visit 
www.superheroesandtokidsinohio.
org and donate money through 
PayPal. One example of how the 
money helps children and their fam-
ilies is the Ronald McDonald House. 
Every year $5,000 is given where a 
sick child and loved ones can stay 
for free at the Ronald McDonald 
House while treatment is being ad-
ministered. Also, money helps other 
organizations such as the Special 

Olympics and the non-profi t organi-
zation, Jeremy Cares. Fundraisers 
also allow the organization to raise 
money.  You can learn more about 
upcoming events on either their 
website or on their Facebook page, 
Super Heroes for Kids in Ohio.
 If you want to transform into a 
super hero or princess, visit the 
website for information.  After a 
background check and simple rules, 
you may have the opportunity to 

change the life of a child. The orga-
nization is always in need of more 
heroes and princesses.  
 Not enough can be said about 
the extraordinary kindness the 
volunteers of Super Heroes to Kids 
in Ohio show to children and their 
families. This group of generous 

men and women serve as a re-
minder that everyday people can 
accomplish exceptional acts. After 
the heroes depart each child and 

family member is left with a sense 
of happiness and the knowledge that 
heroes really do exist.

SUPER HEROES TO  KIDS IN OHIOSUPER HEROES TO  KIDS IN OHIO
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Hear some neighborhood news?Hear some neighborhood news?
Call the Plain Press at 216-621-3060Call the Plain Press at 216-621-3060

or send an email to: plainpress@gmail.comor send an email to: plainpress@gmail.com
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        PHOTO COURTESY OF ESPERANZA
Mentor and Mentee PhotoBooth: Mentors and Mentees meet at an Esperanza launch party where they get 
to know each other and pose for photo booth shots.

ESPERANZAESPERANZA
continued from page onecontinued from page one
services by adding programs to 
address the educational needs of 
the organization.
Q. Can you briefly describe a 
program that Esperanza offers?
A. Two of our newest programs sup-
port a big component of our current 
strategic plan.  While Esperanza 
started with a college scholarship, 
there were no programs to provide 
support to aspiring college students. 
The programs are based on curricu-
lum developed by National Council 
of La Raza (NCLR).  

In January, Esperanza launched 
our College Mentoring program to 
our scholarship recipients and other 
college students. In addition, college 
freshman and sophomores can 
join the Lideres Avanzando college 
retention program which includes 
a series of workshops designed to 
provide college students with the 
skills and resources to navigate col-
lege life while building a support net-
work of their peers. Esperanza’s fi rst 
pilot cohort completed the program 
in April and marking the end of their 
program by completing a service 
project. A car wash fundraiser held 
on May 20th raised funds to contrib-
ute to their own scholarships at this 
year’s Fiesta of Hope luncheon on 
June 16th.
Q. Are there any pre-qualifica-
tions that youth must meet before 
joining Esperanza?
A. Esperanza currently serves stu-
dents in high school and college. 
However, through our engagement 
in the United Way wrap around strat-
egy, Esperanza has a presence at 
Luis Munoz Marin Middle School.  In 
addition, Esperanza serves students 

of all ages at our annual Back to 
School Event to be held on August 
12th this year.
Q. How can the public become 
involved in helping Esperanza?
A. There are many ways the public 
can get involved with Esperanza. A 
mentor can make a major impact 
in the life of a student. Becoming 
a mentor to a high school student 
or joining the group mentoring pro-
grams for young men and women 
can be just as rewarding to our 
volunteers as it is to our students. 
If time is a concern, our College 
Mentoring program requires only 
30 minutes a month to support a 
college student and can be done 
using social media, phone or email. 
In addition, Esperanza continuously 
seeks volunteers to support tutoring, 
provide ESL, GED, and computer 
classes to our adult learners through 
our Family Engagement programs.
Q. What is the most challenging 
part of working at Esperanza?
A.  The biggest challenge of working 
at Esperanza is common amongst 
most non-profi ts.  Funding and re-
sources are always a challenge that 
impact how many students and fam-
ilies we can serve and just how far 
we can go to deliver the programs 
and experiences that can transform 
a student’s life.
Q.  What is your favorite part of 
working at Esperanza?
A. There is nothing like seeing the 
smile on the face of a student who 
has achieved a goal, overcome a 
challenge and proved to themselves 
that they “can do it!” My favorite part 
of working at Esperanza is being 
a part of a student’s journey from 
self-doubt to self-confi dence and 
witnessing the transformation as 
they learn, grow and achieve.

EDUCATION FORUMEDUCATION FORUM
continued from page onecontinued from page one
Education can infl uence the State 
Plan by making recommendations 
to the State Legislature. She said 
that the State Legislature now real-
izes that they “need teachers in the 
room” when they are developing 
educational policy.
 Representative Fedor said, the 
State Legislature’s Education Com-
mittee is now “at a point where they 
want to listen. They want to hear 
from teachers and parents through-
out the state.” Fedor noted that the 
fl exibility of the new law allows for 
more local control and fl exibility. She 
said, “Tests don’t have to be stan-

dardized tests.” She urged those 
present to offer their input.
 One educator in the audience 
asked what happened to the input 
already provided to the State of Ohio 
at 18 regional meetings held last 
year where people overwhelmingly 
asked the State of Ohio to reduce 
the number of tests. State School 
Board Member Johnson said that 
this second round of meetings is 
now being held because ideas 
presented at earlier meetings did 
not show up in the draft and that 
outraged stakeholders. The new 
Ohio Superintendent has delayed 
submitting the plan until September 
giving time for ideas from stakehold-
ers to be incorporated in the plan.

 Those present then broke into 
groups to offer their input on sev-
eral areas including: standardized 
testing, what school improvements 
are needed; what non-academic 
support services schools should 
provide; and what academic sup-
ports for educators and students are 
needed.

Standardized Tests
 Those present offered a critique of 
standardized tests. While acknowl-
edging there should be some base-
line of student accomplishments for 
each grade, those present did not 
believe standardized tests would 
accomplish that goal.
 Comments included that there 
was too much emphasis on stan-
dardized tests, the tests were al-
ways changing so they could not be 
compared from year to year, people 
making decisions about what is on 
the tests were not educators, one 
test cannot be used to fairly serve 
all groups, there are too many tests, 
and that the number one infl uence 
on the test scores is the family in-
come.

 Participants noted that School 
District Report Cards only show the 
economics of that school district. 
They called for the removal of school 
grade cards as they are no longer 
a federal requirement. There was 
some discussion about a testing 
industry that is reaping financial 
reward from the proliferation of tests 
that just show the real problem is not 
what happens in the classroom, but 
the need to address poverty.
 There was a call for tests that 
emphasized critical thinking. There 
was some discussion about cultural 
bias in standardized tests, and the 
inconsistency in standardized tests 
in the application and use of tech-
nology.
 Some called for the elimination of 
all high stakes standardized tests. 
Proponents of eliminating the tests, 
said the time spent on test prepa-
ration takes away from teachers’ 
ability to teach. They said we should 
trust teachers to develop their own 
assessments of students. 

School Improvements
 A big item called for to improve the 
schools was to fully and equitably 
fund schools. There was a call for 

resources for the most vulnerable 
students to be sustained and in-
creased.
  State School Board Member 
Meryl Johnson noted the DeRolph 
Case, where the Ohio Supreme 
Court ruled that unequal school 
funding in Ohio, based on property 
tax, was unconstitutional. She noted 
that despite the unequal funding, all 
students are still required to pass the 
same tests.
 It was mentioned that funds go to 
charter schools directly from school 
district budgets, and this practice 
drains resources needed for public 
schools. It was noted, while charter 
schools are required to take all 
students, they are not required to 
keep those students. The students, 
rejected by charter schools, end up 
back in the public schools, while 
the charter schools keep the money 
allocated for the student for that 
school year.
 Participants differed on whether 
it was a good idea for principals to 
have more autonomy. Some said 
independence from the school dis-
trict allowed principals to develop 
schools with the resources they 
preferred. Others warned that dis-
trict resources were needed and that 
independent principals provided a 
pathway for privatization of schools.
 Other ideas for school improve-
ment included allowing teachers to 
teach; shadowing programs with 
local businesses; changes in the 
depth and breathe of curriculum; 
creating more trade schools; more 
teacher autonomy; mandatory re-
cess, music, art and vocational pro-
grams; and providing psycho-social 
development resources.
Non-Academic Support Services
 Some of the non-academic sup-
port services mentioned included: 
school psychologists, therapists, 
nurses, vision care, social services 
– including satellite social service 
agencies in the schools; before and 
after school services; more after 
school activities – including exten-
sive sports, music, arts and self-es-
teem building programs; summer 
internships beginning in middle 
continued on page 5continued on page 5
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Monday, May 22, 2017; Edgewater Park: The Cleveland Metroparks expect this new Edgewater Beach 
House to be ready in time for this summer’s Edgewater LIVE concerts. The concerts will be held each 
Thursday this summer from June 8th to August 10th. The fi rst concert on June 8th will kick off at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Centennial Plaza at the new beach house with performers from the Cuyahoga Community College 
Creative Arts program. The bands, Fraction and Rock Pop, will perform from 6-9 p.m. on the RTA Main 
Stage. Visitors are invited to view the sunset from the second deck of the new Edgewater Beach House.

school; nutritional help; health ser-
vices – physical and social; wrap 
around services for families; and job 
training for families.
 Participants felt that increasing 
extracurricular activities for students 
would lead to more excitement from 
students about attending school and 
learning. 

Academic Support Services
 Academic support services that 
participants thought would help 
improve schools included time built 
into teachers’ schedules to work on 
collaboration; individualized profes-
sional development for teachers; 
more pedagogy training for teachers 
– exposure to how students learn 
today; instruction on how to teach in 
a more collaborative manner;  more 
and better classroom technology – 
including increased band width; and 
more adults assisting in the school 
and the classroom for the benefi t of 
the children. 

EDUCATION FORUMEDUCATION FORUM
continued from page 4continued from page 4

 Plans unveiled for new high school building 
at former Max Hayes site on Detroit Avenue
by Chuck Hoven
 At a May 24th community meeting, 
area residents and stakeholders 
received an update on the new west 
side high school planned for the for-
mer Max Hayes High School site on 
Detroit Avenue between W. 45th and 
& W. 49th streets. The meeting, held 
at St. Paul’s Community Church on 
Franklin, also addressed a North-
east Ohio Regional Sewer District 
project that will use a portion of the 
Northeast corner of the school site, 
and noted plans to design a pocket 
park for Tillman Triangle just North-
west of the school site.
 Patrick Zohn, Chief Operating 
Offi cer of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District, and Ed Shearson, 
an architect for the project from the 
CEDA Design Team, said construc-
tion on the building is expected to 
start in the Spring of 2018 and be 
fi nished by August of 2020 in time for 
the beginning of the 2020-21 school 
year. The cost to build the 132,800 
square-foot school building on the 
5.03-acre site is currently estimated 
at $32.5 million. The new facility will 
have the capacity to serve 800 high 
school students. The school district 
expects the new facility to house 
two small high schools. The names 
of those schools and the curriculum 
to be taught, have not yet been de-
termined.
 Shearson explained the new 
school building will be designed to 
promote walkability and connection 
to the neighborhood. There will be 
two buildings connected by a bridge. 
The buildings will be close to Detroit 
Avenue with parking in the rear on 
the Tillman side of the school.
 A media center, on the far eastern 
end, will feature views of Lake Erie 
downtown Cleveland and will help 
to showcase the building to people 
passing on the nearby Shoreway. 
Classrooms will stretch westward 
from the media center in the same 
building. Each of the two schools 
will have a fl oor of classrooms in the 
two-story building. The schools will 
share the media center.
 A second building, to the east of 
the classrooms, will house a gym, 
cafeteria/auditorium also to be 
shared by the two schools. Zohn 
said the gym will have bleachers 
and an 800-1000 seat capacity. The 
two buildings will be connected by a 
bridge.
 The entrances to the two buildings 
will be on the Detroit side in a plaza 
area between the two buildings. 
There will be bicycle racks for 44 
bicycles with some of the spaces 
being sheltered under the bridge 
that connects the two buildings. 
Parking for cars will be on the north 
side of the building. People will walk 
from the parking lot under the bridge 

to the plaza by the main entrance.
 Zohn said most of the students 
are expected to take public transit 
to the school. Others would walk or 
bike to school. He estimated that 
only 33 students would drive to 
school and another 198 would be 
dropped off by parents.

NEORSD Tunnel
 Following the presentation on the 
layout of the new school, Ward 15 
Councilman Matt Zone and Stephan 
Janosko of the Northeast Ohio Re-
gional Sewer District (NEORSD) 
explained sewer district’s role in 
the project. Zone explained that 
originally NEORSD wanted to place 
a pump station on the site of a for-
mer gas station at the southwest 
corner of W. 45th and Detroit. Zone 
said to preserve that site for future 
development, the sewer district was 
persuaded to place their station on 
the northeast corner of the school 
site at W. 45th and Tillman.
 Jonosko said the NEORSD Proj-
ect Clean Lake is building a 9,600 
foot long, storage tunnel from Uni-
versity and Scranton to the Westerly 
Treatment plant. The tunnel will go 
through shale bedrock 200 feet be-
low the surface under Abbey Avenue 
and W. 25th Street on its way to the 
W. 45th Street and Tillman site. It will 
be used during heavy rain storms to 
prevent combined sewer overfl ows. 
Jonosko said a bar screen about 
250 feet below the surface will col-
lect big debris. He said a pocket park 
will be built around the NEORSD 
station on the school property. There 
will be an electrical panel box above 
grade and vent pipes to exchange 
air. He said the site will have a man-
hole cover surrounded by a concrete 
pad or paving stones. This will allow 
access to the tunnel 250 feet below 
the surface. Jonosko said he didn’t 
expect odor control to be a problem 
as the tunnel will only be used during 
rain events.

Tillman Triangle
 Councilman Matt Zone talked 
about plans for a park on the Tillman 
Triangle at W. 49th and Tillman. Inter-
ested residents can participate in a 
design charrette for the park. Zone 
said City Planning and the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District would 
help with the park which will feature 
vistas of Lake Erie.

Other Matters
 Residents asked if the bus stops 
in front of the new high school would 
be covered. Zohn suggested the 
school district could work with RTA 
on that matter. Zohn said RTA is 
open to public art at the bus stops if 
additional funding can be raised. 
 In response to complaints of dust 
blowing from the construction site, 
Michael Scaparotti of construction 
company, ICON-CMR TEAM, prom-
ised to have the lot seeded with 
grass by the end of May. A request 
was made that, once there is grass 
on the fi eld, it be left as an open fi eld 
until construction starts.
 Zohn promised to have school 
maintenance staff clean up debris 
on the tree lawn behind the school 
on Tillman.
 Councilman Zone noted the 
school district promised robust land-
scaping to shield Tillman residents 
from the parking lot to the rear of the 
school. The slide projection of trees 
selected for the landscaping showed 
only one native tree. Shearson, of 
the CEDA Design Team was asked 
to look into using all native trees in 
the landscaping of the new school. 
He said he didn’t believe native trees 
would withstand the urban environ-
ment. An Environmental Scientist 
in the audience said the Cleveland 
Metroparks and the Cleveland Tree 
Plan both had lists of native trees 
that would do well on the site. She 
offered her services pro bono to help 
select appropriate native trees and 
gave her card to a member of the 
design team.

 For those interested in helping 
to design curriculum for the two 
new schools a spokesperson for 
the district said meetings would 
not be held until June of 2018. The 
spokesperson said the district was 
currently involved in designing six 
new high schools and redesigning 
13 K-8 schools, so work on curric-
ulum for these schools could not 
begin until after next school year. 
Ward 3 Councilman Kerry McCor-
mack offered to help with a grass 
roots curriculum committee from the 
neighborhood for those that wanted 
to begin having input earlier.
Editor’s Note: Questions or com-
ments concerning the new schools 
and the construction plans can be 
sent to: koravec@cobaltgroupinc.
com.
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 Ohio City Inc. seeks to make housing more affordable
by Chuck Hoven
 As part of its strategic plan, Ohio 
City Incorporated (OCI) is charged 
with fi nding a way to provide afford-
able housing in the neighborhood. 
OCI Executive Director Tom Mc-
Nair says the easiest way to make 
affordable housing available in the 
neighborhood is through existing 
housing stock. He says it is “a heck 
of a lot cheaper” to take an existing 
house and rehab it to make it code 
compliant than to build a new house. 
 McNair says OCI has worked with 
the City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga 
County land banks to make sure 
abandoned or foreclosed homes 
don’t go into the sheriff’s sale, but 
instead come to OCI. McNair says 

the idea is to keep the homes out 
of the hands of fl ippers. He says 
typically these are homes where a 
long-time resident doesn’t have the 
resources to stay in the home. 
 The land bank then clears the title 
and gives the property at no cost to 
OCI. McNair, using the Cuyahoga 
County Land Bank as an example, 
explained that OCI has an agree-
ment with the County Land Bank 
to transfer the homes to a qualifi ed 
homeowner or developer at a price 
capped at $5,000. He says OCI re-
ceives the same fee from qualifi ed 
individual homeowner or a develop-
er.
 In the case of a recent home in 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, May 13, 2017; Canalway Partners’ RiverSweep, Train Avenue: This stray dog fi nds a comfortable 
mattress for a morning nap, oblivious to the impending clean-up efforts approaching from the East.

the neighborhood that the County 
Land Bank transferred to OCI, Mc-
Nair says OCI sent out notices to its 
block clubs to “try to see if anyone 
was looking for a home.” They also 
sent out letters to developers who 
rehab homes in Cleveland. The only 
response they received was from 
Cleveland Bricks, a company that 
rehabs homes in Cleveland. 
 A neighbor to the abandoned 
house, who had been trying to 
purchase the house for four years, 
noticed that OCI now had title to the 
house, and sent a letter to OCI about 
her interest. The neighbor hoped to 
move into the house after rehabbing 
it to make it wheelchair accessible. 
McNair called this contact unusual. 
He said, upon getting the letter, he 
immediately contacted the staff per-
son working to negotiate with Cleve-
land Bricks to stop the process. 
Then the neighbor, who wished to 
purchase the house was asked to 
send her plans for rehabbing the 
house and prove that she had the 
fi nancial means to go forward with 

the plans. That information was 
given to the OCI Real Estate com-
mittee to decide whether to accept 
the proposal.
 McNair says OCI is looking to 
form a long-term strategy to make 
sure affordable housing is available 
in the neighborhood. He said simply 
making houses available to devel-
opers at a low cost does not assure 
affordability. He says developers 
can get a land bank lot for $500 and 
turn around and build a $500,000 
house on it and offer it for sale. Or, 
developers can get a land bank 
house for $5,000, rehab it and rent 
it out at a very high monthly rate.
 To come up with a plan on how 
to address the issue of affordable 
housing, McNair says OCI has 
teamed up with Tremont West 
Development Corporation to re-
search the issue. McNair says both 
neighborhoods have similar hous-
ing markets. They are looking for 
models that have worked in other 
neighborhoods to keep housing 
affordable.
 McNair says one way that is being 
discussed is to come up with a rehab 
partner and manage the process 
so houses are available for sale at 

an affordable price, or to develop a 
rental model where OCI plays a role 
as a partner.
 Several neighborhood residents, 
asked about this process, offered 
their suggestions. One former OCI 
Board Member suggested that OCI 
wave the $5,000 fee for eligible 
homeowners who want to rehab a 
house in the neighborhood and live 
in it. A former Near West Housing 
Board Member suggested that 
OCI transfer title, without any fee, 
to individual residents or families 
wishing to rehab a house in the 
neighborhood, but charge a $10,000 
fee to developers.
 The Cuyahoga Land Bank itself 
may provide OCI and TWDC with 
a model. In the organization’s re-
cent blog featured a woman who 
purchased a home through the 
Cuyahoga Land Bank’s Buying and 
Retaining Academic Interest Now 
(BRAIN) Program. According to 
the blog (blog.cuyahogalandbank.
org), “The BRAIN program offers 
discounts of up to 20 percent on 
renovated homes in select commu-
nities to those currently enrolled in 
a college or post-graduate degree 
program or those who submit an 
application within two years of 
graduation. Homes are completely 
renovated and move-in ready…” 

OHIO CITY HOUSINGOHIO CITY HOUSING
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 Greater Cleveland Congregations 
provides much needed moral voice
by Chuck Hoven
 Greater Cleveland Congregations 
has provided a much-needed moral 
voice challenging both Cleveland 
City Council and the Cuyahoga 
County Council to work with them 
to develop a fund to address the 
many needs of Clevelanders living 
in poverty. The group not only has 
given voice to the plight of the poor 
in Cleveland, but also seems to have 
the resources and resolve to follow 
up on its concerns.

COMMENTARY
 Their advocacy is much needed. 
The needs of Cleveland’s citizens 
are great, and have not been ad-
dressed by political leaders with the 
urgency that they deserve. United 
States Census 2012 estimates, pro-
vided on the Case Western Reserve 
University’s Northeast Ohio Com-
munity and Neighborhood Data for 
Organizing (NEO CANDO) website, 
indicate that over 34% of Cleveland 
residents have income below the 
poverty rate. That amounts to an 
estimated 132,844 residents living in 
poverty. The poverty rate for Cleve-
land’s children is even worse, with 
over 50% of Cleveland’s children 
or 48,221 children living below the 
poverty level.
 In its most recent battle, Great-
er Cleveland Congregations has 
joined with allies from the Service 
Employees International Union 
(SEIU) Local 1199, Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Progressive Caucus, American 
Federation of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees (AFSCME) Ohio 
Council 8, and the Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 268. Together 
the groups collected 20,603 signa-
tures calling for a public referendum 
on Ordinance 305-17 passed by 
Cleveland City Council on April 24th. 
The ordinance commits $88 million 
from the City of Cleveland to pay 
for expanding Quicken Loans arena 
to accommodate an enclosed area 
of bars and restaurants to allow for 
more pre-and-post event revenue 
for Cavalier’s ownership. In turn, 
the Cavaliers would commit to 7 
more years in Cleveland from 2027 
to 2034 and pay more rent for the 
larger facility.
 By submitting more than the 
required number of signatures 
of Cleveland registered voters, 
Greater Cleveland Congregations 

and its allies would according to 
the City of Cleveland Charter re-
quire the Cleveland City Council 
to reconsider the legislation they 
passed that gives $88 million to 
expand the Quicken Loans Arena. If 
Cleveland City Council changes the 
legislation to the satisfaction of the 
petitioners, they can withdraw the 
petitions. (GCC would like to see a 
Community Benefi ts Fund created 
that would raise an equal amount of 
money to address the needs of the 
poor.) If not, Cleveland voters will 
have a chance to vote on accepting 
or repealing the legislation passed 
by Cleveland City Council.
 On May 22nd, Greater Cleveland 
Congregations and their allies sub-
mitted the signatures to Cleveland 
City Council. Under the direction of 
Cleveland City Council President 
Kevin Kelley, Deputy City Council 
Clerk Alan Dreyer refused to accept 
the petitions. The excuse was that 
accepting the petitions would violate 
a contract the city already entered. 
 In a letter to City of Cleveland Law 
Director Barbara Langhenry, on be-
half of a number of City of Cleveland 
taxpayers, lawyers Peter Pattakos 
and Sabodh Chandra refuted the 
City Council Clerk’s argument and 
called for the acceptance of the 
petitions by the City Council Clerk. 
The letter says, “Taxpayers request 
that the Clerk of Council accept the 
petition for referendum and certify it 
to Council for reconsideration, and 
if necessary, a vote of the electors 
of the City of Cleveland.”
 Pattakos and Sabodh called for a 
response by June 7. If that response 
is not forthcoming, they promised 
to take the case to court noting 
the clear right of citizens to petition 
for referendum within 30 days of 
the passing of a new ordinance 
as spelled out in Cleveland’s City 
Charter.
 Cleveland City Council should not 
only accept the petitions, but should also 
reconsider their ill-advised legislation. 
It is past time for Cleveland’s political 
leadership to show they are determined 
to make a concerted effort to tackle 
poverty in Cleveland and pay more 
attention to the needy rather than the 
greedy. Working with Greater Cleveland 
Congregations to create a Community 
Benefi ts Fund with dollars equivalent to 
the amount they are committing to the 
Quicken Loans Arena expansion would 
be an excellent start.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE:  W. 45th 
and Franklin, Clothing, Baby needs, 
Household Items and more. Now 
open the third Saturday of each 
month from 10 a.m. to Noon (reg-
ular prices).  Prices all can afford. 
Many items $1.00 and under. Also 
open every Wednesday 1 to 5 pm 
(regular prices) and First Saturday 
of the Month,10 to noon with Bargain 
Prices and Clothes - $1.00 per bag.

FOR RENT
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Client 
Service Center: 216-432-0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

HELP WANTED
HORIZON EDUCATION CENTERS 
EARLY CARE & EDUCATION/
AFTER SCHOOL: Now Hiring at 
Market Square and Old Brooklyn 
Centers. Want to Make a Differ-
ence? We are a Nonprofi t Leader in 
High Quality Childcare/Afterschool 
Programming. Entry Level & Career 
Positions FT/PT w/Benefi ts (Health 
Ins., Retirement, PTO/Holidays, 
Childcare Discounts.) Apply online 
www.Horizonohio.org
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, May 13, 2017, Max Hayes Car Show, Max Hayes High School, 2211 W. 65th Street: Charles Thomp-
son, a Max Hayes High School alumni from the class of 1960, displays his 1931 Ford Coop Hi-Boy.

Our learning stations include:  Safe 
Sleep: The ABC’s of Infant Sleep, 
Dad’s Boot Camp: Father’s Role in 
Baby’s Health, Infant Safety: Home 
and Car Seat Safety, Breastfeeding 
and Nutrition: Making Sure You 
and Your Baby are Eating Right, 
Family Planning: Spacing Preg-
nancies to Prevent Prematurity, 
Infant CPR: The Basics of Resusci-
tation.  On Friday, June 9 from 12 to 
2 pm at Riverside Park Community 
Center - 17800 Parkmount Avenue, 
Cleveland  44135.  To register, visit 
: www.ccf.org/HealthyYouHealthy-
Families or call Rosemary Miles, 
RN at 440.331.0618.  FREE lunch, 
door prizes, and a chance to win a 
pack and play! 

INFRASTRUCTURE
IRISHTOWN BEND.  A public 
meeting will be held on June 20 at 
the Breen Center at St. Ignatius at 
5:30pm. This will be an opportunity 
for public feedback on design con-
cepts presented by Michael Baker 
International and CMG. This will
be a more formal presentation with 
a chance for public input on design 
ideas. The last public meeting in this 
design phase will be held August 31 
at [location TBD] @ 5:30pm. This 
will be an opportunity to review the 
fi nal design presentation before the 
partners and design team present 
to Cleveland City Planning.
LEADERSHIP & COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT
THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER-
SHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
is seeking applicants. It is a free, 16 
session community engagement 
training program for residents of 
Cleveland, and its inner ring sub-
urbs, who are working on projects 
within the City of Cleveland and who 
are determined to make a positive 
impact on their communities. Dead-
line to apply is August 4th.For addi-
tional information, the 2017-2018 
curriculum and an online application, 
visit www.nldpcleveland.com or call 
216-776-6167.
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 
NIGHT is a growing network of 
neighbors, civic and grassroots 
leaders who work together to make 
progressive changes in the Cleve-
land West Side neighborhoods. 
These meetings are an opportunity 
to discuss issues affecting the 
community, and how we can make 
changes through collaboration and 
partnership. Meetups are held on 

the 4th Thursday of every month. 
For location and more information, 
contact Hilda at habreu@dsco.org

LIBRARIES
LITTLE FREE LIBRARY at the Bal-
tic Children’s Park is again ready for 
books! Suitable children’s reading 
material may be dropped off at the 
Cudell offi ces at 9821 Lorain Ave · 
or placed in the LFL itself.  For more 
information, call (216) 228-4383.
FREE SUMMER READING CLUBS 
will be held at Cleveland Public 
Libraries for teens, children, and 
families.  For more information 
and to register, visit clevelandlib.
readsquared.com
AT THE CARNEGIE WEST 
BRANCH of the Cleveland Public 
Library at 1900 Fulton Rd.:  African 
American Heritage Online on Mon-
day, June 5th at 5:00 p.m. (Explore 
African American history resourc-
es online using Cleveland Public
Library databases and selected 
historical research collections.)  
Making Tunes: Making Compo-
sition on Monday, June 12th at 
5:00 p.m. (Learn to create simple 
pieces of music using notes and 
chords with the free, browser-based 
Online Sequencer tool.  Compose, 
share and save your own music.)  
Please call the library at 623.6927 
to register for these free computer 
classes:  Digital Darkroom on 
Monday, June 19th at 5:00 p.m. (Up-
load your personal photos to pixlr.
com and use traditional darkroom 
techniques to manipulate color, con-
trast and size of your photos.  Cre-
ate interesting images for blogs 
and social media and prepare your 
photos for high quality printing.)
Tinkercad Basics on Monday, June 
26th at 5:00 p.m. (Learn how to de-
sign unique 3D models using free 
Tinkercad software.  No previous 
3D design or printing experience is 
necessary.)   For more information, 
call 216.623.6927, email angela.
guinther@cpl.org or visit  http://
www.cpl.org

LGBTQ 
PRIDE in the CLE (SM) is a week 
long celebration of LGBTQ+ visibility 
in Cleveland that concludes on Sun-
day, June 4th, with a featured 
march and festival on Saturday, 
June 3rd.  The march will step off 
at 12:00 pm at Willard Park and lead 
to a festival at Cleveland’s Public 
Square at 1 pm.  Free, family friend-
ly, donation suggested.  Visit http://
lgbtcleveland.org/pride-in-the-cle-
special-events.html for a full listing 

of events.
LOCAL POLITICS

MAYOR’S RACE: Meet the Mayoral 
Candidates for an open discussion 
with residents, hosted by Ward 
14 Democratic Club on June 26 
at 6 pm at Gargano’s Restaurant, 
3484 W. 25th St. Free and open 
to the public, parking in the rear of 
the building. Hosted by Cuyahoga 
County Progressive Caucus and 
Ward 14 Democratic Club.
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE for 
Mayor of Cleveland, Laverne Jones 
Gore, will be the guest of The 
Cleveland Conservative Network 
on Wednesday, June 7th at Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 12826 
Lorain Avenue at 7 p.m.

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Ohio Minority Engineering Stu-
dent Scholarship Program offers four 
$2,500.00 scholarships on an annual 
basis to students enrolled in accred-
ited Ohio colleges or universities 
in a civil engineering program.  The 
scholarships are open to Black/African 
decent freshman and upper classmen 
(not graduate students). To be eligible 
for the OMESSP, applicants must meet 
the following requirements. The 2017 
application process is currently open 
on a rolling basis with award cycles 
beginning in May, August and January. 
Applicants can view program details, 
past recipients and complete the ap-
plication form online at http://www.
ctconsultants.com/about-us/scholarship. 
For additional information, contact Ami 
Williams at New Visions Group, 614-280-
1299 or awilliams@newvisionsgroup.
com. The purpose of the OMESSP is 
to foster minority students majoring in 
civil engineering through mentorship 
and fi nancial assistance and possible 
internship opportunities. 

SUMMER EVENTS
ciCLEvia will take place on June 4 from 
1 to 5 pm on West 25th Street from Metro-
Health Blvd. to Wade Avenue.  Everyone 
is welcome!  Some streets will be closed 
to cars and open to people to play, walk 
and ride bikes for free.  Participate in fun 
activities and games all through the day 
no matter your age or ability.  At 1 pm, 
a prayer walk; at 2 pm a Bike Parade; 
at 3 pm a dog walk; and at 4 pm a Mer-
cedarian Walk. For more information, 
get involved or volunteer, call Emma at 
216/512-0253 or email ciclevia@gmail.
com or visit www.ciCLEvia.com
Edgewater  L IVE  p resented  by 
Cuyahoga Community College will once 
again rock the lakefront this summer. 
The Thursday night concert series will 
run for ten consecutive weeks June 8 - 
August 10. Guests can expect to enjoy 
live musical performances, an array of 
local food trucks, recreational activ-
ities, and a couple of new additions. 
New this year, the event will kick off at 
4:30 p.m. on the Centennial Plaza at 
the new Edgewater Beach House with 
performers from the Tri-C Creative Arts 
Program. Then from 6 - 9 p.m., this re-
gion’s favorite headlining acts perform 
on the RTA Main Stage. Grab a bite to 

eat from a rotating lineup of more than a 
dozen local food trucks each week, and 
enjoy a new view on happy hour from 
the second level of the Beach House 
featuring spectacular views of Lake 
Erie and Cleveland’s skyline.  On June 
8, Faction will perform; June 15, Break-
fast Club; June 22, The Caliber Band; 
June 29, Shout! For more information, 
visit https://clevelandmetroparks.com/
programs/edgewater-live
PARADE THE CIRCLE presented by the 
Cleveland Museum of Art on Saturday, 
June 10 from 11 am to 4 pm on Wade 
Oval in University Circle.  Rain or shine.  
Free kids’ activities, live music, food and 
beverages, beer and wine garden.  More 
information at universitycircle.org, cma.
org/parade and #paradethecircle.
ROCK HALL COMMUNITY EVENTS 
& FAMILY FUN.  Bring the entire family 
down for plaza events throughout the 
summer. A few of the free events on 
the outdoor main stage include:  June 

3: Hungry for Music – music instrument 
drive that benefi ts local kids and June 
7: Prince Day – celebrating the artist’s 
legacy with DJs, air guitar contest, and 
more. At 1100 Rock and Roll Blvd. at 
East 9th and Lake Erie.  Call 216/781-
ROCK (7625) or visit rockhall.com. 

 Health coverage in jeopardy for 
100’s of thousands of Ohioans
by Larry Bresler
 There has been much publicity 
about the fi ght to retain the Afford-
able Care Act commonly known as 
Obama Care including Medicaid Ex-
pansion. However, the state budget 
in Ohio currently being determined, 
is also reviewing Medicaid Expan-
sion and there is a battle to pass it 
with without cutting people off from 
coverage.
 Medicaid Expansion has provided 
comprehensive health care services 
to low income adults below 138% of 
the poverty line. This means that a 
single adult making under $16,242 
or an adult in a three-person family 
making under $37,724 are eligible 
for coverage. It has been a very suc-
cessful program delivering quality 
care to 723,000 Ohioans.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 Nevertheless, there are efforts in 
Ohio’s state legislature to make it 
harder for Ohioans to receive health 
care through Medicaid Expansion. 
Passed by the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives, and under review by 
the Senate, is a provision that would 
require Medicaid enrollees to pay 
monthly co-pays and would remove 
recipients from the program for 
non-payment, or for missing paper-
work deadlines. It is estimated this 
would cut enrollment by 125,000.

 Even worse is a provision passed 
by the House or Representatives 
that would substantially limit health 
care coverage to those who are 
working. Under the budget passed 
by the House, to qualify for Medic-
aid Expansion coverage, enrollees 
would need to meet one of the fol-
lowing requirements: be 55 or older; 
have “intensive health care needs;” 
or be either employed, in school, or 
participating in an alcohol and drug 
addiction treatment program. Even 
if you are under 138% of the poverty 
line, you would not be eligible for 
Medicaid health coverage, if you did 
not meet one of those requirements. 
This would cut enrollment by 100’s 
of thousands more participants. 
 Northern Ohioans for Budget 
Legislation Equality (NOBLE) along 
with many other groups are fi ghting 
these provisions. However, NOBLE 
needs your help. Calls or emails 
are needed to fl ood the President 
of the Senate, Larry Obhof’s offi ce 
demanding that Medicaid Expansion 
be kept as it currently is with no co-
pays or work requirements. People 
should call Senator Obhof at 614-
466-7505, or should send emails to 
him at erichbittner@ohiosenate.gov 
(Senator Obhof’s aide).  He needs 
to hear from you now! 

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2



8

• Love working with children
• 

Available
• Immediate Openings
• 
• 

• Health Insurance & Generous 

• 
• 
• Discounted Childcare

Apply online at  
HorizonOhio.org

Plain Press • June  2017

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Thursday, April 27, 2017, City of Cleveland Division of Fire House Burn 
Training, 3353 W. 56 (just north of Storer Avenue): The Cleveland Fire 
Department is using this house to train the next generation of Cleve-
land Fire Fighters.

         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Thursday, April 27, 2017, City of Cleveland Division of Fire House Burn Training, 3353 W. 56 (just north of 
Storer Avenue): Fire Fighter trainees practice on the roof.

 Can the Plain Dealer be bought? It already has been
by Roldo Bartimole
 Can you imagine if the Cleveland 
Cavaliers again defeated the Golden 
State Warriors that the Plain Deal-
er’s next edition would ignore it? 
Just let it pass. No comment.
 They didn’t fail on Wednesday to 
run 14 pages in two sports sections. 
It wasn’t the Warriors but the mere 
Boston Celtics.
 Sports reigns. Beats real neces-
sary news.

COMMENTARY
 I didn’t see a column, an edito-
rial or a follow-up article to what 
happened on Monday, May 22nd. 
Dropped after a brief nod on Tues-
day.
 “Freedom is the right to tell peo-
ple what they do not want to hear,” 
according to George Orwell.
 Then what’s not telling them what 
they should hear? The Plain Deal-
er way.
 What happened on Monday: 
Council president Kevin Kelley, a 
dufuss if there ever was one, turned 
away petitioners with four boxes of 
signatures he knew were coming 
without even a legal document to 
validate his action.
 He presented a piece of paper 
from long-time fl unky and clerk Allan 
Dreyer, a factotum who will do the 
bidding of anyone in authority—an 

order taker no matter how revolting 
the task or stupid his boss’s request.
 This is government not simply at 
its worse, but at its clumsiest worst.
 Many citizens spent days and 
hours methodically collecting 
20,000—and that’s 20,000 Cleve-
lander stopped whatever they might 
have been doing and printed their 
name, fi lled in the necessary ad-
dress and pertinent information. 
And, then signed their name to the 
sheet of paper signifying they want-
ed a vote.
 Is the vote supposed to be seri-
ous?
 It took a lot of people, walking 
streets, knocking on doors, and 
asking for the information to be 
recorded.
 How many? Four hundred at 
least, say petitioners.
 How long? Hundreds of hours of 
toil.
 When? Rain, cold or sunshine.
 But who cares? Not Cleveland 
City Hall. Not the editors of the PD. 
Nor the television news people—
those silly individuals who are child-
ish cheerleaders most of the time.
 Wouldn’t that brand of insensitive 
government deserve an editorial 
kick in the ass? Not from the obedi-
ent order-takers in our First Amend-
ment news media. Not Kelley. Not 

Mayor Frank Jackson. Not Law 
Director Barbara Langhenry.
 Here are defi cient offi cials without 
the honesty or decency to be rep-
resentatives of the city’s citizens. 
Losers.
 And as unrepresentative of the 
public as they are, what do you say 
about the people who claim to be 
journalists, guardians of the public. 
The Free Press.
 Where was the outrage from 
George Rodrigue, PD editor; or 
Elizabeth Sullivan, opinion director; 
or Chris Quinn, editor and president.
 All nice titles. No fi tting response 
to this outrage.
 George, Elizabeth, Quinn you 
could all take Dreyer’s place. You’d 
fi t nicely.
 Apparatchiks of the reigning order.
 Do we just give up? Say, the hell 
with it? You guys win. Or do we kick 
ass.
 If people aren’t angry now they 
never will be.
Editor’s Note: This article was 
fi rst published by Have Coffee Will 
Write on May 25, 2017, a few days 
Cleveland City Council refused to 
accept petitions signed by over 
20,000 Cleveland voters. To view 
more articles by Roldo Bartimole 
online visit http://havecoffeewill-
write.com.

 Seeds of Literacy receives grant from 
Dollar General to support adult literacy
 In May of this year, the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation award-
ed Seeds of Literacy a $12,000 
grant to support adult literacy.  This 
local grant award is part of more 
than $7.5 million in grants awarded 
to nearly 900 schools, nonprofi ts 
and organizations across the 44 
states that Dollar General serves.
  “We are grateful to the Foundation 
for their investment in adult literacy,” 
says Bonnie Entler, Executive Direc-
tor of Seeds of Literacy. “The need 
is great - Cleveland’s functional 
illiteracy rate is 66%. That means 
that two-thirds of adult residents 
have reading and math skills at or 
below a 4th grade level - and that›s 
pretty limiting.»
  Seeds of Literacy is an innova-
tive, award-winning adult literacy 
program offering free, one-to-one 
tutoring in basic education and 

GED® prep to adults. Their East and 
West side locations are open year-
round, with morning, afternoon, and 
evening classes. Over 200 volunteer 
tutors help nearly 1,000 students 
each year. 
  Adult literacy annihilates poverty. 
It helps people become healthier 
and wealthier, opens doors to bet-
ter jobs, and increases children’s 
school success.
  “Dollar General is excited to pro-
vide these organizations with fund-
ing to support literacy and education 
throughout the 44 states we serve,” 
said Todd Vasos, Dollar General’s 
CEO.  “Providing these grants and 
supporting the communities we call 
home refl ects our mission of Serving 
Others and it›s rewarding to see the 
impact these funds have.»
 The Dollar General Literacy Founda-
tion is proud to support initiatives that 
help others improve their lives through 
literacy and education. Since its incep-
tion in 1993, the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation has awarded more than 
$135 million in grants to nonprofi t orga-
nizations, helping more than 8.6 million 
individuals take their fi rst steps toward 
literacy or continued education.

 The Cleveland Department of Public 
Health says Idling Gets You Nowhere. It 
asks you to: Turn your engine off when 
stopped for more than 10 seconds.
 Idling leads to AIR POLLUTION and 
HEALTH PROBLEMS: We each take 
20,000 breaths every day. Children 
breathe 50% more air than adults. Car 
exhaust contains toxic chemicals that 
impair our lungs and hearts. Breathing 

car exhaust increases the risk of death 
from heart and lung disease and lung 
cancer—especially for children, the 
elderly and people with asthma.
 Asthma symptoms increase as-a-
result-of air pollution and car exhaust: 
Asthma is the third leading cause of 
hospitalization among children under 
the age of 15. More and more children 
are being diagnosed with asthma each 

year. We estimate that 20% of children 
in Cleveland have asthma. Almost $15 
million was spent in the U.S. in 2006 on 
asthma-related hospital care, physicians’ 
services and prescription drugs
 Idling for 10 seconds or more uses 
more gas than restarting your engine. 
One hour of idling burns up to a gallon 
of fuel. Restarting your engine frequently 
has little impact on your engine. 
 

 Cleveland Department of Public Health asks for an end to idling


