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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 10, 2017, La Placita Cleveland, La Villa 
Hispana, U.S. Bank Lot, 3104 W. 25th: Makayla Jones holds 
some snow cones she just purchased from Angel Perez. 
Perez says snow cones are called Piraguas in Puerto Rico.

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, June 18, 2017, 6310 West Clinton, A Father’s Day Walk Hon-
oring Judge Raymond L. Pianka: The boyhood home of Ray Pianka. 
Notice the mounting stone in the tree lawn – a remnant of Cleveland’s 
past used by those traveling by horseback to mount more easily.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, June 7, 2017, This Place Matters with Mike Wolfe of Amer-
ican Pickers, Variety Theatre, W. 118th and Lorain Ave: Mike Wolfe of 
American Pickers presents the Variety Theatre with a This Place Mat-
ters award from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

           PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MAY DUGAN CENTER
The staff of the May Dugan Center gathers around a “Cleveland” sign with downtown Cleveland in the 
background.

May Dugan Center helps people to 
advance their lives and communities
by M. Yesenia Summers
 “We help everyone” these words 
resonate after visiting Sue Maras-
co, the Director of Education at the 
May Dugan Center.  Marasco and 
her colleagues honor the legacy of 
the late May Dugan, who tirelessly 
helped individuals in need and 
showed compassion for everyone 
in her community.
 The May Dugan Center offers 
many services to individuals living 
in Cleveland’s west side. Counseling 
services are available to clients. The 
center is a certifi ed mental health fa-
cility and counselors are licensed by 
the State of Ohio. Comprehensive 
Support Services are also available 
at the center; assistance with food, 
clothing, employment and other 
emergency services.
 The Moms First Adolescent 
program, which collaborates with 
the Cleveland Municipal School 
District gives assistance to teen 
moms. Adolescents moms are 
given support through home visits 
and Peer Advisory sessions. Peer 
Advisory sessions are available to 
all students, even males discuss 

relevant topics such as family 
planning and self-esteem.
 A Basic Needs program dis-
tributes clothes, food and fresh 
produce on the 4th Wednesday 
of every month.  The program’s 
generosity is made available by 
the support of the Cleveland Food-
bank, local churches and individual 
donations. Health and Wellness 
services are new to the center 
and are available during the food 
and clothing programs. Individuals 
can receive screenings for blood 
pressure, cholesterol, glucose, 
Type II diabetes. Educational health 
seminars are also available.
 May Dugan Center also offers an 
Education Resource Center. It offers 
GED (General Education Diploma), 
TOEFL (Test of English as a For-
eign Language), Adult and Finan-
cial Literacy Programs, vocational 
entrance support and Homework 
support. May Dugan Center offers 
a unique and effective approach 
on education. I had the pleasure of 
speaking with Sue Marasco. 

continued on page 6continued on page 6

Father’s Day Historic Walking Tour honors the 
late Housing Court Judge Raymond Pianka
 Neighborhood residents and 
friends of the late Cleveland Hous-
ing Court Judge Raymond Pianka 
filled the atrium at the Gordon 
Square Arcade on Sunday, June 
18th for the kickoff of a Father’s Day 
Walk in his honor. The Father’s Day 
Walk, conceived by Ray’s daughter, 
Kirsten Pianka, featured a historic 
tour of the neighborhood where Ray 
Pianka grew up and lived his life.

 The Historic Walking Tour high-
lighted some of the historic sites in 
the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood.  
A pamphlet passed out with the tour 
notes Ray Pianka’s service as the 
fi rst Executive Director of the Detroit 
Shoreway Community Development 
Organization from 1973- 1985, his 
role as a Cleveland City Council 
Representative of the neighborhood 
from 1986- 1995 and as Judge of 

Cleveland Municipal Housing Court 
from 1996 until his death. The pam-
phlet notes Ray’s “love of the city’s 
history and his passion for historic 
preservation.” The tour, created by 
Jim Dubelko, Research Associate 
at the Center for Public History and 
Digital Humanities at Cleveland 
State University, highlights both 
historic buildings in the neighbor-
hood and places that influenced 
Ray Pianka and his passion for 
neighborhood history.
 The event also featured a slide 
show, narrated by Detroit Shore-
way Community Development 
Organization Managing Director 
Jenny Spencer, that mixed views of 
historic sites in the neighborhood 
with some photos and stories from 
Ray Pianka’s life. In showing a slide 
of the former West High School, on 
the site where Gallagher School 
now sits, Spencer noted that Ray 
Pianka was the senior class presi-
dent in 1968. Pianka met his future 
wife Karen Olsen while they both 
attended the school. Spencer noted 
that Olsen was the high school’s 
last homecoming queen. The high 
school closed in 1970, when West 
High merged with Lincoln High to 
form Lincoln West High School.

continued on page 5continued on page 5

Variety Theatre receives This Place Matters Award
 Mike Wolfe, creator and star of 
the HISTORY channel’s popular TV 
series American Pickers, appeared 
at the Variety Theatre on June 7th to 
announce the restoration of the the-
atre and complex is the winner of the 
This Place Matters national compe-
tition. The free event, sponsored by 
Westown Development Corporation 
was open to the public and attracted 
about 100 residents who sat in seats 
placed on the sidewalk under the 

restored theatre marquee or stood 
nearby.
 The This Place Matters contest 
was held last year as part of Wolfe’s 
partnership with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation to highlight 
volunteer support of preservation 
and restoration of historic structures 
throughout the United States.
 When completed, the Variety 
Theatre and complex will have ten 
storefronts, ten second fl oor apart-

ments and a second-fl oor balcony 
theatre. The anchor tenant will be a 
restaurant entertainment venue run 
by Tony George. With commitments 
of state historic tax credits and 
new market tax credits, the project 
which spans a city block, is poised 
to close the fi nancing gap on the 
$14 million project. Last year, the 
city of Cleveland completed an $8 
million streetscape improvement on 

continued on page 8continued on page 8
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, June 10, 2017, La Placita Cleveland, La Villa Hispana, U.S. 
Bank Lot, 3104 W. 25th: Angel Perez makes a snow cone for Jauregui 
Lopez. Lopez says in Mexico snow cones are called Raspados.

ARTS AND CULTURE
WALKABOUT TREMONT.  Art, 
fashion, music, food and drink, street 
performers and more from 6 to 10 
pm throughout the year. American 
Classics.  Second Friday of every 
month, including July 14. Visit 
walkabouttremont.com for more 
information. 
78TH STREET STUDIOS in DE-
TROIT SHOREWAY on the third 
Friday of every month with visual 
arts, music, cuisine, and more.  
Runs from 5 to 9 pm at 1300 W. 78th 
St.  For details, go to 78thStreetStu-
dios.com.
LITERARY CLEVELAND is hosting 
the third annual Cleveland Inkubator 
in partnership with Cleveland Public 
Library from Mon. July 24th – Sat. 
July 29th.   Cleveland Inkubator a 
free annual festival for writers and 
readers, will offer an array of free 
performances, readings and social 
events as well as a day-long literary 
conference with workshops and craft 
talks on July 29. The full schedule 
for 2017’s Cleveland Inkubator can 
be found on http://www.litcleveland.
org/cleveland-inkubator.html.

V I B R A N T  G R E E N  S PA C E 
PECHAKUCHA will be held on 
Thursday, July 27 from 5:30 pm to 
8:00 pm at Music Box Supper Club 
at 1148 Main Ave. Join the Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Sustainability for its 4th 
annual PechaKucha event. It will 
include 8-10 dynamic speakers pre-
senting their ideas and obsessions, 
all around the theme of vibrant green 
space. PechaKucha is a style of pre-
senting where each person shows 
20 images of their work, with each 
image advancing automatically after 
20 seconds.  The event is free with 
light snacks and a cash bar.

CHILDREN AND TEENS
FILMMAKING BOOTCAMP will 
teach you to create your own fi lms 
and videos.  Spend some time as 
a director and fi lmmaker and take 
home a copy of your fi lm at the end 
of the season. Space is limited.  The 
program is limited to 15 participants 
ages 8 through 18.  Call 216/623-
7011 for more information and to 
register. Mondays through Thurs-
days July 10-13 and 17-20 at 1 pm 
at the Lorain Branch of the Public 
Library at 8216 Lorain Ave.

MEET AND GREET WITH CAP-
TAIN KEITH SULZER. A book 
reading and safety discussion for 
kids with Captain Keith Sulzer who 
works in Community Policing and 
with the Cleveland Police Founda-
tion. Friday, July 14 at 1 pm. Lorain 
Branch of the Public Library, 8216 
Lorain Ave. Call 216/623-7011 for 
more information. 

COMMUNITY
COMMON GROUND brings part-
ners across the region to bring 
Cuyahoga County residents togeth-
er on one day this summer to meet, 
share a meal, connect and discuss 
what we can do together to create a 
more equitable and resilient Greater 
Cleveland.  To participate in a talk 
about your community and its chal-
lenges—or to host a meeting—go 
to tinyurl.com/commonground17. 
Scheduled for Sunday, July 30 at 
2 pm. 
FOR THE LOVE OF CLE:  THE GE-
OGRAPHY OF GENTRIFICATION 
will be held Tuesday, July 11, 12 pm 
- 1 pm, at Cleveland Public Square, 
Cleveland. Join a community dis-
cussion about the pros and cons of 
development in 2 neighborhoods, 
Glenville and SoLo (south of Lorain 
near Ohio City). This event is free 
and open to the public. Food Trucks 
will be there if you need lunch.
THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER-
SHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
is a free community engagement 
training program for residents of 
Cleveland, and its inner ring sub-
urbs, who are working on projects 
within the City of Cleveland and who 
are determined to make a positive 
impact on their communities.   20 
committed individuals are chosen for 
the program year. NLDP participants 
and graduates are a diverse group 
with many interests and are working 
on a wide variety of issues such as 
program planning, marketing & com-
munications, program fundraising, 
confl ict resolution and negotiation, 
community engagement methods 
and more.  Every NLDP participant 
and NLDP graduate also has on-
going access to the services of a 
Program Coach. NLDP coaches 
give advice and support tailored to 
the needs of the participant. The 
16 sessions take place on Satur-
days at Trinity Commons at 2230 
Euclid Avenue beginning August 
26. The deadline for applications 
is AUGUST 4, 2017. For additional 
information, the 2017-2018 curricu-
lum and an online application, visit 
www.nldpcleveland.com or call 216-
776-6167.
NEIGHBORHOOD UP is a group 
of Clevelanders who came together 
to make meaningful change in local 
communities. For information, visit 
www.neighborhoodgrants.org
STORY OF SELF: LEARN YOUR 
SELF-INTEREST will be led by 
Jerry Pena on July 6 and 27 from 
6 to 8:30 pm at Neighborhood Con-
nections (inside the Agora) at 5000 
Euclid Ave., Suite 310.  Learn to 

share your own story in a powerful 
way so it may empower others to 
understand their own self-interest 
and take action. To register online 
for one of the training sessions, go to 
www.neighborhoodgrants.org/story/
WESTSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD 
NETWORK NIGHT is held at Metro 
West Community Development 
Office every fourth Thursday of 
the month (except December and 
January).  For July location or other 
information, call Hilda at 216/961-
9073 ext. 202 or email habreu@
dscdo.org. 

CLEVELAND METRO
SCHOOL DISTRICT

CMSD is accepting applications for 
appointments to seats on the Dis-
trict Board of Education.  The four 
terms expire June 30, 2021.  To be 
considered, applicants must be res-
idents of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District.  Interested parties 
can mail their applications to the 
Nominating Panel at 601 Lakeside 
Avenue, Room 227, Cleveland, Ohio 
44114, attention Monyka Price or 
drop off applications at City Hall, 
Room 227.  Applications must be 
turned in by close of business Fri-
day, July 14, 2017.  To obtain an ap-
plication please visit www.city.cleve-
land.oh.us, www.cpl.org, or www.
clevelandmetroschool.org or contact 
City of Cleveland, Chief of Education 
Monyka Price at 216-420-8087 for 
more information.  Applications can 
also be found at branches of the 
Cleveland Public Library and City 
of Cleveland Recreation Centers.

FOOD 
FREE MEAL is served by Needs 
Cleveland on the last Wednesday 
of the month from 12 noon to 2 pm.  
Call 216/400-8213 for location.
MOBILE PANTRY:  FREE FRESH 
PRODUCE will be distributed at 
Clifton Early Learning Center (13889 
Clifton Blvd. in Lakewood) on Thurs-
day, July 13th from 3 to 4:30 pm and 
at Gordon Square Early Learning 
Center (5209 Detroit Ave. in Cleve-
land) on Saturday, July 29th from 9 to 
10:30 am. Rain or shine. Bring your 
own bag. For details, visit thecen-
tersohio.org. 
SUMMER MEAL PROGRAM for 
children at sites when school is not 
in session.  FREE.  Call 216/738-
7239 or visit GreaterClevelandFood-
Bank.org to fi nd a site near you and 
to fi nd out if you are eligible.
FREE ITEMS & DONATIONS

NEEDS CLEVELAND offers free 
clothes and shoes for adults and 
children, as well as free household 
items on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 12:30 to 2:30 pm. No appoint-
ment necessary. No income or 
residency requirements.  5 items 
person; limit 30 items per visit. Visit 

as often as you need.  Needs Cleve-
land also accepts donations that can 
be dropped off Monday-Thursday 
from 9:30 am – 3 pm.  Go to 7710 
Lorain Ave., call 216/400-8213, 
email info@needscleveland.org or 
visit www.needscleveand.org.

HEALTH CARE
OPIOID ABUSE is a topic of presen-
tations at Cleveland Public Library 
Branches presented by Cleveland 
Clinic Caregiver and recommend-
ed for adults only.  Learn how to 
safeguard your home by properly 
securing and disposing of medicine, 
recognizing the signs and symptoms 
of abuse, and knowing how to talk to 
your kids about the risks of abusing 
prescription medicine.  Sessions 
will be held at the Lorain Branch 
(8216 Lorain Ave.) on July 13 (www.
ccf.org/StartTalkingLorain), Fulton 
Branch (3545 Fulton Rd.) on July 27 
(www.ccf.org/StartTalkingFulton), 
and South Brooklyn Branch (4303 
Pearl Rd) on August 3 (www.ccf.
org/StartTalkingBrooklyn).    All ses-
sions are from 6 – 7 pm.  For more 
information, contact Colleen Jost at 
216/448-0258 or jostc@ccf.org
MORE ON HEROIN/FENTANYL 
ABUSE?  If you are using or even 

Bethany Presbyterian Church Vacation Bible SchoolBethany Presbyterian Church Vacation Bible School  (6415 West Clinton Ave)(6415 West Clinton Ave)
Come take a trip back in time and half way around the world! Explore life in a Come take a trip back in time and half way around the world! Explore life in a 
small village in the days of Jesus. Visit the "synagogue school", local “shops”, small village in the days of Jesus. Visit the "synagogue school", local “shops”, 
and cook healthy and delicious middle eastern foods. Learn about family and cook healthy and delicious middle eastern foods. Learn about family 
life and games children played. Bring a friend and join the fun. A simple life and games children played. Bring a friend and join the fun. A simple 
breakfast and healthy lunch will be provided each day.  Children ages 5-15-ishbreakfast and healthy lunch will be provided each day.  Children ages 5-15-ish
D A T E S -  A u g u s t  7 - 1 1 .  9 : 0 0  a . m . -  1 : 0 0 p . m .    F o r D A T E S -  A u g u s t  7 - 1 1 .  9 : 0 0  a . m . -  1 : 0 0 p . m .    F o r 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  2 1 6 - 6 5 1 - 0 0 4 0R e g i s t r a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  2 1 6 - 6 5 1 - 0 0 4 0
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• Must be 4 or turn 4 by 9/30/16 and meet income guideline (<200% FPG)
• 
• Degreed Teachers
• 
• 

SPACE IS LIMTED!

Call Center or Request 
an Enrollment Visit at 

HorizonOhio.org

Free High-Quality ½ Day Preschool  
– 4 year-old program

Old Brooklyn      4140 Pearl Rd., Cleveland      216-584-KIDS (5437)      •     Market Square      2500 W. 25th St., Cleveland      216-930-KIDS (5437)

3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community 
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com

July  2017  •  Plain Press

Cleveland Leadership Program seeks 2017 applicants
 The Neighborhood Leadership 
Development Program (NLDP) 
is a free, 16 session community 
engagement training program for 
residents of Cleveland, and its inner 
ring suburbs, who are working on 
projects within the City of Cleveland 
and who are determined to make 
a positive impact on their commu-
nities. In 2006, the Jack, Joseph 
and Morton Mandel Foundation, 
along with former Cleveland Mayor 
Michael White, established a lead-
ership training program for engaged 
community leaders.  
 After the application process, 20 
committed individuals are chosen 
for the program year.  NLDP par-
ticipants and graduates have many 
interests and are working on a wide 
variety of issues to improve life in 
their communities. 
 Hilda Abreu and Michael Mishaga 
are two such people.  
 Abreu and Mishaga will be work-
ing on a program for locally selected 
youth in conjunction with Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited “Mayor’s 
Neighborhood Corps” program. 
Their project will run out of Metro 

West Community Development 
Offi ce.
 Abreu is the Neighborhood Part-
ner Manager for the project and 
Mishaga will be a Site Supervisor. 
They will enlist 10 high school stu-
dents between the ages of 14 and 
17 for 6 weeks and train them in the 
arts by creating a mural, as well as, 
agricultural work and civic/commu-
nity work.
 Kentucky Garden, at 38th and 
Franklin, has been chosen for their 

agriculture site where they will gar-
den while learning about sustainabil-
ity, recycling and building the soil. 
They will also learn team building, 
leadership and work ethic skills.  
 Abreu and Mishaga credit the 
Neighborhood Leadership Devel-
opment Program with improving 
their own leadership skills.  Abreu 
says, “NLDP empowered me to 
bring my creativity alive. It gave me 
the tools I needed to take initiatives 
to positively impact the community 
where some will not see opportuni-
ties.”  Mishaga agrees saying, “the 
program made a huge impact on my 
work, especially managing program 
planning. Through better planning, I 
was able to increase my workload, 
as well as, the number of volunteers 
to help.”
 The application period for the 
NLDP program runs through August 
4th.
 The 16 sessions take place on 
Saturdays at Trinity Commons at 
2230 Euclid Avenue beginning Au-
gust 26. For more information and 
an application, visit www.nldpcleve-
land.com or call 216-776-6167.

Hilda Abreu

Michael Mishaga

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, June 21, 2017, Award Ceremony for the Cleveland Chapter 
of the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ), Nightown, 12387 Ce-
dar Road: Leo Jeffres, Near West Side resident and long-time member 
of the Plain Press Board of Trustees, receives a Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Jeffres, a professor of communication at Cleveland State Uni-
versity for 36 years, currently holds the position of professor emeritus. 
In presenting the award the Cleveland SPJ noted Jeffres “has conduct-
ed crucial research on urban communication systems and building 
community in cities and neighborhoods, as well as the effects of media 
in society and the watchdog role of the press. He has written several 
books, including Urban Communication Systems: Neighborhoods and 
the Search for Community and Mass Media Effects.” Jeffres also is 
a past president of SPJ Cleveland and an active member. Jeffres is a 
founding member of the Neighborhood Community Press Association 
of Greater Cleveland, and organized and hosted annual conferences 
for the organization for many years.

Linda Johanek, Chief Executive Offi cer of the Domestic Vio-
lence and Child Advocacy Center, plans move to new venture
 Linda Johanek, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of the Domestic Violence 
and Child Advocacy Center for the 
past nine years and a member of 
their staff for the past 22 years, has 
announced that she will be resigning 
her position effective August 3rd of 
this year. Johanek says she plans to 
join Morino Ventures, LLD, working 
with the Leap of Reason Communi-
ty, helping many non-profi ts become 
high performing agencies.
 As CEO of the Domestic Violence 
and Child Advocacy Center, Jo-
hanek guided the agency through a 

merger with Bellfl ower Center for the 
Prevention of Child Abuse, a capital 
campaign, relocation initiative, and 
increased capacity and expansion of 
services to respond to the victims of 
child abuse and domestic violence. 
During her tenure at the agency, 
Johanek says she has seen it grow 
from a $1 million budget to a nearly 
$5 million budget. The number of 
staff members has also grown from 
30 staff to a current staff level of 78 
individuals. The Domestic Violence 
and Child Advocacy Center now 
reaches over 25,000 people in our 

community every year, she said.
 Johanek notes several major 
projects embarked upon over the 
past few years including coordi-
nating multidisciplinary services, 
increasing safety, decreasing trau-
ma, and increasing accessibility to 
underserved populations such as 
those at risk of domestic violence, 
the hearing impaired, and children.  
 The Domestic Violence and Child 
Advocacy Center Board of Directors 
has appointed Chief Operating Offi -
cer Leslie Quilty as Interim CEO, as 
the search for a new Chief Executive 
Offi cer begins. 

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless hires Chris 
Knestrick as new director as Brian Davis departs
 The Board of Trustees of the 
Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless (NEOCH) announced 
on their Facebook page that they 
have named Chris Knestrick as 
the new Director of Operations for 
the organization. According to the 
announcement, “Knestrick brings 
over 10 years of experience working 
with the homeless community in 
Cleveland and directing advocacy 
efforts with international and local 
communities.”
 The Facebook page also high-
lighted a “Goodbye to Brian Davis” 
event held on June 23rd at St. Igna-
tius High School’s Breen Center. 
Davis, who served as Executive 
Director of the Northeast Ohio Co-
alition for the Homeless for the past 
22 years, announced his resignation 
effective June 1st of this year.
 Davis, a strong advocate for the 
homeless during his tenure, in an-
nouncing his plans to step down in 
March of this year, also released a 
new strategic plan for NEOCH. He 
said the plan “will refocus the agen-
cy on convincing the private sector 
to shelter, house and provide sup-
portive services to those who lose 
their housing.” In his comments, 
Davis praised the strong board of 
NEOCH and was critical of “bad de-
cisions made by Cuyahoga County.”
 Davis left NEOCH with some 

praise for its accomplishments as 
well as with a list of serious issues 
that still need addressing. Some of 
his comments follow: “NEOCH has 
become one of the premier civil 
rights coalitions in the country and 
has won many legal victories with 
the City and State of Ohio to protect 
the rights of those without housing. 
NEOCH has done a great deal to 
improve conditions, organize the 
population and protect them from 
unreasonable laws or harmful public 
policies in Cleveland. If we accept 

some credit for improvements, we 
have to take responsibility for the 
suicide attempts in the shelters and 
the rise in deaths among homeless 
people. The issues facing the Coa-
lition in the next few years include 
the large number of families seeking 
help and the reality that many of 
these families have to split up when 
they go to shelter, disabled and el-
derly women sleeping on the fl oors, 
and pregnant homeless moms who 
lose their babies to foster care.”

Plain PressPlain Press
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         PHOTO BY ROBERT RADKE
Sunday, June 4, 2017, Farewell Gathering in honor of Sisters of Most Holy Trinity, St. Rocco Parish Hall, 
3205 Fulton Road: Front Row (L-R): Sr. Marie Jeanne, Sr. Christine, Sr. Josephine, Sr. Judith and Sr. Marie 
Antoinette. Rear Row (L-R): Sr. Phyllis Ann, Sr. Rochelle and Sr. Mary.

St. Rocco School Community bids fare-
well to Sisters of the Most Holy Trinity
 On Sunday June 4th, parishioners 
from St. Rocco Parish joined with 
members of the St. Rocco School 
community – staff, alumni, students 
and parents -- to bid farewell to Sis-
ters of the Most Holy Trinity, as the 
religious order ends its long tenure 
at St. Rocco School.
 Sister Judith Wulk, who served 
as Principal at St. Rocco this past 
year, says the Sisters of the Most 
Holy Trinity have been at St. Roc-
co’s School since it opened in 1927 
– serving the parish school for 90 
years.  This past year fi ve members 
of the religious order, taught and 
served as staff at the school:  Sr. Ju-
dith, Sr. Christine, Sr. Maria Jeanne, 
Sr. Josephine, and Sr. Mary. 
 The Convent of the Sisters of the 
Most Holy Trinity is located at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Euclid, Ohio. Many of the seventeen 
sisters that live in the Convent have 
taught over the years at either St. 
Rocco School on Fulton Road in the 
Clark Fulton neighborhood or Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel School at W. 70th 
and Detroit in the Detroit Shoreway 

neighborhood.
 Sister Rochelle, who taught at 
both schools, and served as prin-
cipal at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in 
the late 1980s said the Sisters of 
Most Holy Trinity left Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel in 1997 after having given 
the parish a year and a half notice 
of their intent to leave. The notice 
allowed the parish to secure another 
order of sisters to administer and 
teach at the school. Sister Rochelle 
said at the time the number of sisters 
in the order were down and they 
could no longer serve both schools.
 Sister Rochelle says the Sisters of 
the Most Holy Trinity have “always 
been there for the children.” As the 
neighborhood changed over the 
past 90 years, the sisters kept on 
helping the families in the parish and 
the neighborhood, she said.
 As for next school year, the St. 
Rocco Parish website says Matthew 
Daniels, principal of Holy Trinity 
Catholic School in Assumption, Ohio 
has been chosen as the new princi-
pal at St. Rocco Parish Elementary 
School.

Cleveland Transformation Alliance 2017 School Quality 
Guide provides a means to compare schools in Cleveland
by Chuck Hoven
 The Cleveland Transformation 
Alliance 2017 School Quality Guide 
is out and available in public libraries 
and other locations throughout the 
city of Cleveland. Digital copies of 
the guide can be downloaded at the 
Transformation Alliance website at: 
www.clevelandta.org.
 This year’s guide has some new 
features. It compares and ranks the 
114-elementary grade Cleveland 
Public Schools and Cleveland char-
ter schools on Test Performance 
and Student Improvement within a 
single school year. The guide also 
compares 29 of Cleveland’s High 
Schools on several fronts as well, 
including test performance, student 
improvement, four-year graduation 
rate and the college going rate. In 
addition to test score results and in-
formation like attendance rates, the 
guide allows each school to submit 
a profi le that offers more information 
about what may be unique about 
that school.
 Transformation Alliance Execu-

tive Director Piet van Lier says the 
guide is meant to serve as an aide to 
parents and students when they are 
in the process of selecting a school. 
He encouraged parents to visit the 
schools and their websites to learn 
more about the schools. Van Lier 
noted that different factors are im-
portant to each person in selecting 
a school. 
 To help offer more community 
input on rating each school, van Lier 
says the Transformation Alliance 
has added data from community 
surveys on each school. The sur-
veys allow participants to share 
their ranking from 1-5 with other 
parents/guardians/family members, 
students, educator/staff members 
and community members on fi ve 
questions about school quality. Van 
Lier says Transformation Alliance 
staff have distributed the survey in 
person and typed in the results at 
some schools. The survey is also 
available online. Van Lier says the 
survey results are shared in the 
School Quality Guide when 10 or 

more surveys have been completed 
for a school.
 One Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District elementary school 
on the Near West Side school that 
shines in multiple categories is 
Clark School at 5550 Clark Avenue 
in the Stockyard neighborhood. For 
the 2015-16 academic year Clark 
School ranked 6th out of 114 Cleve-
land public and charter elementary 
schools in a comparison of student 
academic growth in a single school 
year. The school ranks 9th out of 114 
schools in student test performance 
for the 2015-2016 school year. Clark 
School was the only school amongst 
all the public and charter schools on 
the West Side of Cleveland to score 
in the top ten among city schools in 
both student academic performance 
and student test performance. In 
a list of Seven Ways to Measure 
School Quality near the front of the 
book, Clark School is fi rst among ten 
K-8 schools “where students with 
disabilities showed the most year-
to-year academic progress;” and it 
ranks second among “K-8 schools 
where the lowest-performing stu-
dents made the most year-to-year 
progress based on 2015-16 Value 
Added scores.” 
 A survey of forty-three school 
and community members reviewing 
Clark School rated the school at 4 
out of a possible 5 stars. To read sur-
vey results and fi nd more informa-

tion about the school, one can visit 
the Transformation Alliance website 
at: www.clevelandta.org. Click on 
Choose Your School and scroll down 
on the left of the screen until you fi nd 
Clark School. Choose the school. 
Then when a small summary of data 
about the school appears in the mid-
dle of the screen click on the name 
“Clark School.” That will take you to 
more information about the school 
including access to comments fi lled 
out by those taking a survey about 
the school.  The comments can be 
found under “Community Reviews 
– See all reviews.” The comments 
about Clark School are generally 
positive with students generally 
giving their school four or fi ve stars. 
The staff members were positive as 
well, one staff member, while prais-
ing the school complained about 
the increased focus on getting high 
test results. All the comments from 
parents and community members 
were also generally positive. One 
parent said, “Clark School tries to 
appeal to the diversity of families in 
the school environment. I enjoy the 
outreach programs.” Another parent 
expressed some concern about the 
safety of the playground, but other-
wise thought the school was safe.
 Another feature of the Cleve-
land Transformation Alliance 2017 
School Quality Guide is School 
Provided Information – a small nar-
rative about each school and what 
they offer.
 Clark School’s narrative includes 
a number of resources and activities 
available at the school such as: 
“• Students take dance as well as 
participate in the recognized pro-
gram Dancing Classrooms •6th-8th 

grade students experience Family 
and Consumer Science – exposure 
to Financial Literacy, Technology 
courses, and Career Pathway 
Studies • Before and After School 
Tutoring Services and In School 
Tutoring provided by the Federal 
Executive Board Program •Girls 
and Boys Basketball, Girls and Boys 
Track, Cheerleading and Chess 
• After  School Clubs – Sewing, 
Safety Patrol, Gaming, Cooking, 
Arts and Crafts, Early Introduction to 
Vocational Trades, Book Study and 
many more • Wrap-Around Services 
provided on-site dental and vision 
clinics and counseling services.”
 Cleveland Transformation Alli-
ance 2017 School Quality Guide 
also includes the State of Ohio 
Ratings. More details including the 
actual scores for the schools are 
listed on the State of Ohio School 
Report Card for which the Transfor-
mation Alliance website provides a 
link. While Clark School is 9th when 
compared to students in the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District 
in test performance, it lags in test 
performance when compared to the 
rest of the State of Ohio receiving 
only a D on the State of Ohio Report 
Card. However, it receives an A from 
the State of Ohio in terms of yearly 
progress made by students.
 Each of the 114 Cleveland Ele-
mentary Schools has a similar de-
scription in the Cleveland Transfor-
mation Alliance 2017 School Quality 
Guide. The index of the guide allows 
parents and guardians to see the 
location of schools in each neigh-
borhood and to compare schools.
 Some schools have entrance 
criterion. For example, Menlo Park 
Academy, which will be moving 
to the former Joseph and Feiss 
building on W. 53rd in the Stockyard 
neighborhood next year, is a school 
for gifted students. The school is 
ranked number one amongst charter 
and public elementary schools in 
Cleveland in terms of Student Test 
Performance, and 26th out of 114 
schools in terms of student yearly 
progress. The school is the only el-
ementary school listed in the School 
Quality Guide to receive an A grade 
on the State Report Card in Student 
Test Performance.
 The School Quality Guide also 
contains a section to advise parents 
on picking a preschool – listing 
highly rated preschools by neigh-
borhood. 
 Transformation Alliance Execu-
tive Director Piet van Lier says the 
School Quality Guide was mailed 
to families which will have students 
in the 8th grade this coming school 
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, June 20, 2017, Cudell Improvement’s Neighborhood Preservation & Development Committee 
Lolly the Trolley tour; Cudell Recreation Center’s parking lot, 1910 West Blvd: Cudell residents board Lolly 
the Trolley to take a tour of the area around the RTA West Boulevard/Cudell Station to look at prospects 
for Transit Oriented Development.

 A study commissioned by the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordi-
nating Agency (NOACA) scored the 
area around the West Boulevard/
Cudell Regional Transit Authority 
station as one of the top three areas 
in the city of Cleveland in terms of 
being ready for Transit Oriented 
Development. Representatives of 
AECOM, the company which did 
the study, presented their fi ndings 
to a group of Cudell neighborhood 
residents at the Cudell Recreation 
Center on June 20th. Their presenta-
tion was followed by a Lolly the Trol-
ley tour with Cudell Improvement 
Executive Director Anita Brindza 
sharing insight into the development 
potential of the area surrounding the 
RTA station.
 Kenneth Sislak, Vice President 
and Manager of Transit Rail Plan-
ning for AECOM said that for de-
velopment around a transit station 
or bus route to work, several factors 
should be present. There should 
be a high frequency of ridership, 
a rich mixture of land uses with a 
good mixture of people coming and 
going, a great public realm – well 
maintained sidewalks, curbs and 
housing that is up to code.  In ad-
dition, Sislak said a fresh approach 
to parking is needed to encourage 
transit oriented development. He 
said parking should not be on the 
street. The parking spaces now on 
the street should give way to bike 
lanes, wider sidewalks and pedes-
trian scale amenities.
 Sislak said the area around the 
Rapid Station at West Boulevard 
and Detroit showed potential for 
development of 380-600 new homes 
by 2026; 1.2 million in new offi ce 
space by 2025 and had untapped 
retail space demand. The area was 
deemed to be the most-ready for 
investment when compared to the 
other top sites E. 116th and Shaker 
Blvd and Slavic Village.
 Two parcels owned by the Region-
al Transit Authority were presented 
as possible sites for development. 

One is the current parking and bus 
turnaround area at the West Bou-
levard/Cudell Transit Station. The 
other site is just across the tracks 
from the station on a former Nickle 
Plate Railroad property now owned 
by RTA.
 One concept involved creating 
a four-story building on the current 
RTA parking area with street level 
retail space and 60 apartments 
above. There would be fi fty parking 
spots for the building as well as 14 
curb spaces for the businesses. Un-
der this plan, the RTA park and ride 
area would move across the tracks. 
Sislak said RTA did not like this plan 
because of the increased distance 
its riders would have to walk from 
their cars to take the rapid.
 A second plan involved placing 
three buildings on the RTA parking 
lot area with a similar amount of fi rst 
fl oor retail space, with 100 apart-
ments above. The plan would place 
100 parking spots for residents in a 
garage below the apartment build-
ings with 14 curb spaces for the 
retail businesses. The plan would 
include 50 spaces for RTA patrons 
to park on a surface lot. Under this 
plan, the second parcel across the 
tracks would be used to house a 
sixty-unit apartment building with 
surface parking. The plan calls for 
Berea Road to be straightened to 
make for a 90 degree turn at Berea 
and Detroit.
 One resident said if she was to 
downsize and move into the new 
development, she would like to see 
the apartments be affordable to a 
middle-income person. She also 
said she would prefer a grocery 
store downstairs so she can walk 
and get her groceries when she is in 
her eighties. Sislak said the current 
plans call for just small retail spac-
es, not enough to accommodate a 
grocery store.
 Sislak said the development 
would help RTA capture increased 
value from its property. He outlined 
some potential funding sources 

to be pursued for the project and 
urged Cudell Improvement staff 
and residents to beat the drum, 
advocate for the project and sell 
it to the development community. 
Sislak encouraged pursuit of zoning 
changes along Berea and Madison 
to make the area mixed use rather 
than just industrial.
 In the Lolly the Trolley Tour that 
followed the presentation, Cudell 
Improvement Executive Director 
Anita Brindza pointed out some of 
the potential in the area. She noted 
the City of Cleveland is building a 
new Animal Care and Control Cen-
ter at 9203 Detroit Avenue, just east 
of the rapid station. She expected 
the new facility to have a good 
number of employees, visitors and 
volunteers coming and going each 
week. It is expected to be completed 
in about 18 months, said Brindza. 
West of the rapid station going 
toward W. 117th and Detroit, is an 
area which has some established 
high density residential units as well 
as thriving businesses.

 Another amenity coming to the 
Cudell neighborhood is a new 
Lucky’s Grocery Store at W. 117th 
and Clifton, currently under con-
struction, Brindza noted.
 Brindza pointed out a current ex-
ample of Transit Oriented Develop-
ment in the neighborhood – A Place 
for Us – new apartments across 
from the W. 117th and Madison Rapid 
Station.
 Brindza noted several empty or 
underutilized parcels on the Detroit, 
Madison and Berea Road corridors 
during the tour. Many of the parcels 
she described as having owners, not 
currently interested in selling their 
properties.

 Brindza noted the former Midland 
Steel site on Madison at Berea Road 
which the City of Cleveland has 
cleaned up and hopes to market to 
an industry that will provide at least 
10 jobs per acre at the 20-acre site. 
She noted industries along Berea 
Road with varying amounts of em-
ployees.
 Traveling along Madison, Brindza 
noted plans to build a new Marion 
Seltzer School on the school prop-
erty on W. 98th. She also said that 
since the RTA stopped running the 
Madison bus, many RTA riders cut 
through from Madison to Detroit to 
take the Detroit bus or the Rapid.

Area around West Boulevard/Cudell Rapid Station called ripe for development

 The neighborhood tour includes 
the house Ray Pianka grew up in 
at 6310 West Clinton. The house 
is just a short walk from Bethany 
Presbyterian Church at W. 65th and 
West Clinton, the fi rst Presbyterian 
Church on the West Side of Cleve-
land. The tour notes the church is 
where the young Pianka and his 
family worshipped in the 1950s and 
1960s. A few blocks to the South is 
the Fir Street Cemetery, the second 
oldest Jewish Cemetery in Cleve-
land. A story in the tour guide hand-
out notes that Pianka once said the 
cemetery was one of the places in 
the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood 
that sparked his early and life-long 
interest in local history. Between 
2007 and 2009, the pamphlet notes 
“Pianka led an effort, in collaboration 
with Park Synagogue, and others, to 
renovate and restore the cemetery.”
 Ray Pianka was also instrumental 
in leading an effort to save the Oliver 
Alger House, which now sits at 7708 
Franklin Boulevard. The house, built 
prior to the Civil War, was the house 
of the Mayor of West Cleveland, 
a municipality that merged with 
Cleveland in 1894. Many neighbor-
hood residents remember when the 

house was removed from its original 
location at W. 67th and Detroit and 
rolled to its new home in 1998.
 Another historical site which Pi-
anka had a hand in creating is the 
designation of Herman Avenue from 
W. 74th to W. 76th as “Kilbane Town” 
in memory of Cleveland’s Johnny 
Kilbane, who lived at 7413 Herman 
and won the world featherweight 
boxing title in 1912. According to a 
story in the tour pamphlet, in 2011, in 
preparation for the hundredth-year 
celebration of Kilbane’s victory, 
Pianka “successfully lobbied City 
Council to plaque the house where 
Johnny lived and put up banners 
proclaiming the section of Herman 
Avenue from West 74 Street to West 
76 Street ‘Kilbane Town.’”
Editor’s Note: The above stories 
and other stories from the Historic 
Walking Tour are available under 
the heading The Raymond L. Pianka 
Memorial Walk at the CLEHistorical 
app or online at clevelandhistorical.
org.

RAY PIANKARAY PIANKA
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           PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MAY DUGAN CENTER
(L-R) May Dugan Center Executive Director Rick Kemm, Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addic-
tion Services Director Tracy Plouk, May Dugan Director of Counseling and Community Services Roberta 
Taliaferro, May Dugan Deputy Director Andy Trares, and May Dugan Director of Education Sue Marasco.

Q. “Why did you become involved 
with the May Dugan Center?”
A. “This is a long story that I’m going 
to make really short. My husband 
moved to Cleveland and at the time, 
I said I wanted to take a year off to 
get my daughter settled in school. 
We needed to get acclimated and I 
started volunteering with Lakewood 
ABLE (Adult Basic Literacy Educa-
tion). I helped individuals get ready 
for their GED’s. At the time it was 
in Lakewood, in the bottom of an 
elementary school, and these adults 
were going into the basement of an 
elementary school to work on their 
schooling. It was a little bit intimi-
dating for them. So, when my boss, 
Terry Hammovich, said she would 
like to start a new classroom here at 
the May Dugan Center, and would 
I run it? I said maybe, but I walked 
into the May Dugan Center, and it 
was an adult facility, serving adults. 
Instantly, I felt people were treated 
with more dignity and respect. It was 
an easy fi t for me. May Dugan also 
offers wrap around service that all 
our students needed -- social work, 
counseling, food and clothing pro-
grams. We have Moms First, which 
helps pregnant and parenting teens. 
All this stuff that helps to take care 
of all the aspects of an adult’s life, 
so it was easy”.   
Q: “What are the qualifi cations to 
become a client at the May Dugan 
Center?” 
A: “We help everybody, we turn no 
one away”.
Q: “You oversee the Education 
Resource Center, could you tell 
me more about That Reading 
Thing?”
A: “Oh yes! We accept all levels. So, 
when I came on board, I recognized 
that first year that we had many 
people coming to us who couldn’t 
read. We really didn’t have under the 
current curriculum a way to manage 
that so, I wrote a grant to bring on 
literacy instruction. We did that and 
this is what happened: I had three 
programs: a basic literacy program, 
the GED test prep program and 
the transition to college job program. 
My adult readers were embarrassed 
to be in an adult reading class, they 
were always peeking around the 
corner at the GED class. The GED 
students were also peeking around 
the corner looking at job training. 
So, I just said forget this, the second 
year we’re all just learning together. 
So, during the orientation, I say to 
them, we are learners, we are learn-

ing together and we are all going to 
do this together. So, the point was 
that we were all going to treat each 
other supportively. Our adult curric-
ulum was good, it’s out of Canada.
 Pat Campbell does a great job 
with Diagnostic Adult Literacy As-
sessment (DALA). It’s a very com-
munity based literacy program.  The 
problem was that it didn’t reach a 
critical demographic, which was 
young men. The young men did not 
want to be involved in community 
activities. They did not want to feel 
taken care of. They wanted to come 
in, get their work done and go. So, 
the lead teacher, Brenda Williams, 
found an advertisement for training 
in that That Reading Thing. She, and 
Robert Bivins, my other fabulous 
teacher, who worked in the jails for 
years and years, both got trained.
 The beautiful part of That Reading 
Thing is it’s very directive, it’s very 
quick. It has 30 very discrete lessons 
so students see themselves moving 
faster. It’s also multi-modal, it’s 
about sight, the reading, the writing 
and the hearing.  It engages all the 
senses, and you see people really 
moving faster with it, which is what 
we’ve been after”.
Q. “Are families involved in the 
client’s education process and 
how?”
A: “We do believe in community 
support and, so often we welcome 
other family members. Nobody is 
excluded from a classroom, par-
ticularly our evening classes. We 
have a gentleman who brings 
his nieces. We’ve had husbands 
and wives, fathers and daughters 
and fathers and sons. We really 
encourage that because you’re 
doing two things 1) you get a par-
ent involved, you’re teaching them 
to be supportive. You›re teaching 
them to go easy on themselves. 
You’re teaching them that mistakes 
happen. You are affecting a family, 
because if everybody sits down after 
dinner and does their homework, 
you can emulate that supportive 
environment, everybody benefi ts. 2) 
Also, it›s about removing this stupid 
stigma about adult education, adult 
literacy. We are learners, we are all 
on this journey and the more people 
that can be involved, all the better”.  
Q:” How did you become familiar 
with the Pedagogy of the Op-
pressed?”
A: “I graduated from Vanderbilt 
University with a Phd. I was at the 
center for teaching with Allison 
Fegree for a year. Part our training 
is different approaches to education, 
and so Paulo Freire just really 

touched me. We don’t want to be 
teacher at a lectern, shaking our 
fi ngers at students. We want to sit 
a table with them and say this is us 
together, and if you understand the 
power that you’re providing yourself 
through education, you can pass 
that power onto your kids and your 
community. It’s about equality”.  
Q: “Can you tell me about the 
fi nancial literacy program?”
A: “Financial literacy happens in two 
ways. First, we incorporate practical 
math in all aspects of the program, 
including a big box of fake money 
for counting change. So, the real 
practical stuff. Then, over time, this 
is going to be controversial, we have 
learned that it’s not practical or rea-
sonable for many of our students to 
have bank accounts. The simple fact 
of the matter is, when I came, fi rst 
started this job I was like everyone 
needs a bank account. The fact is, 
the way the fees are structured, it’s 
often much more expensive for them 
to have a checking account then go 
to check cashing places.
 We’ve sort of have developed a 

process of looking at getting the stu-
dent to look at options, and say, what 
are your bills like? How are they 
structured? Very few of our students 
get paychecks anymore, a lot of 
them go directly into something, and 
they get paid out from there.  We re-
ally had to adjust to being a lot more 
open minded about what banking 
looks like for people in 2017. It’s a 
lot more about cost comparison, we 
try to lower how many fees they’re 
paying as much as possible, and 
talk to them about different aspects 
of it. The practical math and reality 
based thinking”.  
Q: “Can you please tell me about 
Trauma Informed Care and how it 
applies to education and resource 
programs?”
A: “Yes, the other weird thing that 
happened to me, never had done it 
before; the fi rst two students’ folders 
I opened up, were from a gentleman 
from Eritrea and a gentleman from 
Somalia. Both had Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) diagno-
ses.  So even before I knew what 
I was doing, I thought, you have to 
create an environment that supports 
documented disabilities.  So, my 
husband worked at the VA. I was 
on the phone with the VA, saying 
what do I need to do? So, from the 
very, very beginning I was learning 
things like don’t have rows and 
rows of desks, have options for 
seating.  Make sure there’s plenty 
of room for people to move around, 
make sure you’re never blocking the 
door, the side of the door, so people 
can see, they can get out. Try to 
have as many doors as possible and 
let them know they’re open, so they 
can come and go as they please. 
Just some real practical approaches 
so people don’t feel trapped.
 Then, within a year of that, and 
sort of the time we began the prac-
tical literacy program, people were 
calling us to say; we’ve heard you 
have a really good environment 
for people who need a good envi-
ronment. So, the more people we 
got who needed a trauma formed 
environment, the more serious 
I got about it. I got involved with 
Moms Project which was at Metro, 
Jennifer Balet ran our particular 
program through Metro, it was for 
women who were pregnant, and 
new mothers working who were 
working through addiction prob-
lems. Because of our involvement 
there, that brought us the attention 
of the Ohio Department of Mental 

Health and Addiction Services, Tra-
cy Plock. That provided me training 
to become Trauma Informed and 
able to train other agencies in Trau-
ma Informed Care. So, that’s the 
history of it, I continue to work on it.
 Here’s what it is, for the educa-
tion department, a calm mind and 
a settled body will learn and retain 
information more.  When you are 
taking a standardized test, like a 
GED, you need to be able to re-
tain information.  You also need to 
need to be calm enough to problem 
solve.  A person who has been 
through trauma tends to live in fl ight, 
fi ght, freeze, submit, response all 
the time. So, they’re always re-
acting not processing. They’re not 
processing. You have to be able to 
process, to take these tests. First, 
you have to be able to think. Ok, 
fi rst on my algebra problem, I take 
care of what’s in the parentheses 
fi rst.  Next, I do this, next I do that. 
You have to be able to think and act 
sequentially.  So, in the classroom, 
the idea of the Trauma Informed 
process is to just get people calm 
enough to retain it”.  
Q: “Can you tell me about VOCA?”
A: “Yes, VOCA is short for Victims 
of Crime Act. VOCA is through the 
Ohio attorney general’s offi ce. We 
are privileged and very grateful 
that we have Mike DeWine in Ohio, 
because he was a prosecutor in the 
counties where basically victims’ ad-
vocacy started. The money comes 
to us to support victims of crime, who 
have needs and costs associated 
with it, that we really can’t get fi lled 
in other ways. So, they not only allow 
for compensation, for example, your 
house is broken into and your locks 
need to be replaced; VOCA takes 
care of that.
 Compensation is a part of it, 
the other part is the services we 
can offer. We provide counsel-
ing, trauma based counseling. It’s 
focused modules of care to help 
somebody who been through a 
terrible circumstance; to have their 
feelings validated, learning calming 
techniques, kind of narrate their way 
through it. It’s taking people through 
those modules so, they too can learn 
those calming techniques after a 
horrible experience.
 We have three people at May 
Dugan who do that; Jennifer, next to 
me, who does all of the intakes. All 
our intakes get a trauma screen, a 
victimization screen, and then, they 

MAY DUGAN CENTERMAY DUGAN CENTER
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, June 7, 2017, This Place Matters with Mike Wolfe of American Pickers, Variety Theatre, W. 118th 
and Lorain Ave: The Dave Sterner Trio entertains the crowd as they wait for the event to begin.

thinking about using, call the Al-
cohol, Drug Addiction, or Mental 
Health Services (ADAMHS) Board 
of Cuyahoga County 24-hour ho-
tline at 26/623-6888. Or visit www.
adamhscc.org for information about 
treatment centers and other infor-
mation about the heroin epidemic. 
THE BUILD HEALTH CHAL-
LENGE:  OUR VILLAGE: HEALTHY 
HOMES, HEALTHY FAMILIES.  Are 
you concerned about lead poi-
soning, asthma/COPD, or related 
housing issues? For information 
about keeping your home safe; free 
resources for landlords, tenants and 
homeowners; how to talk to your 
landlord; or making homes in the 
community safer, call Kim at Envi-
ronmental Health Watch (216/961-
4646 ext. 104) or Jasmin at the 
Hispanic Alliance (216/961-4249).
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
FREE INFORMATION ON SOCIAL, 
HEALTH AND GOVERNMENT 
RESOURCES 24 hours a day. Call 
2-1-1 to get help with food, cloth-
ing, housing, and utility assistance; 
services for older adults and people 
with disabilities; family support, 
children and youth services and par-
enting; substance abuse and mental 
health treatment; employment pro-
grams; tax assistance, budgeting 
and credit counseling; volunteerism 
and donation programs; and more.  
JOBS AND JOB READINESS
ADULT SCHOOL CROSSING 
GUARDS NEEDED:  These paid 
part-time employees are assigned to 
crossing guard posts throughout the 
City of Cleveland. School Crossing 
Guards are trained and supervised 
by sworn Cleveland Police Offi cers. 
The City welcomes calls from those 
seeking part-time employment 
as Crossing Guards. Interviews 
for these positions are held year-
round. For more information, call 
216.623.5577.  Sites include West 
41st and Newark Ave., West 38th 
and Franklin Blvd., West 38th and 

Woodbine Ave, West 44th and Tren-
ton, Jefferson and Tremont Ave., 
College and Tremont Ave., Scranton 
and Clark Ave., and Scranton and 
Wade Ave.
THE YOUNG ADULT RESOURCE 
CENTER provides a positive place 
for people who are 14-24 years old 
to build skills through training, get 
support and direction, and help with 
a path to success. Learn about work 
in construction, culinary-hospitality, 
customer service, healthcare and 
manufacturing industries. Drop-in 
9:30 am – 4:30 pm or attend orienta-
tions every Monday at 12 noon or 2 
pm at 1020 Bolivar Rd, Rm 211.  For 
more information, call 216/644-3352

LEGAL AID
FREE LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC 
will be held at the Lorain Branch 
of the Cleveland Public Library 
(8216 Lorain) on Saturday, July 
15.  Intake is from 10 – 11 am. All 
clinics are fi rst come, fi rst served 
free advice events for low-income 
individuals with civil legal issues (not 
criminal).  Please bring all relevant 
paperwork with you. Or to apply for 
Legal Aid’s help, new clients can 
call 216/687-1900 or 888/817-3777.                                                                                                                                    

SUMMER EVENTS
ART IN THE PARK will be held 
at Herman Park at W. 59th St and 
Herman Ave. (Wednesdays July 5, 
12 and 19 from 1 – 2 pm) and at 
Michael Zone at 6301 Lorain Ave. 
(Mondays July 10, 17, 24 and 31 
from 5 – 7 pm).  Also, an Indoor Art 
Activity will be held at the Lorain 
Branch of the Cleveland Public Li-
brary at 8216 Lorain Ave. (Fridays 
July 21 and 28 from 1 – 2 pm).  All 
events are free and open to the 
public.  Visit www.LAND-studio.org 
or cleveland4art.weebly.com
EDGEWATER CENTENNIAL FIRE-
WORKS will be held on July 22 
from 4 to 11 pm marking the eve 
of the Cleveland Metroparks 100th 
anniversary showcasing live local 
bands, food trucks, and outdoor 
recreation activities at Edgewater 
Beach, Lakefront Reservation.  Visit 

clevelandmetroparks.com.
EDGEWATER LIVE is scheduled 
for Thursdays through August 10 
starting at 4:30 pm and continuing 
until 9 pm with music, food trucks, 
recreational activities, and more at 
the new Edgewater Beach House. 
For more information, checkout 
clevelandmetroparks.com.
OHIO CITY STAGES will be host-
ed by the Transformer Station on 
Wednesdays in July at 7:30 pm 
featuring global music artists on a 
neighborhood stage at 1460 West 
29th St. Visit ohiocitystages online.
PAINTING IN THE PARK Family 
Fun Day Festival will be held on Sat-
urday, July 15 in Lincoln Park-Trem-
ont from 12 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Live 
painting presentations, various 
creative art activities for children, 
teens and adults, food vendors and 
more. For more information, contact 
the Coordinator at 216-202-0784.
THE CLEVELAND SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL will present Macbeth on 
Sat, July 22 at Public Square and 
Sunday, August 6 at Tremont Lin-
coln Park, 1208 Starkweather Ave.  
All shows start at 7:00 pm and are 
presented free of charge. Audience 
members are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs or blankets and seat 
themselves prior to each outdoor 
performance. For more information 
about The Cleveland Shakespeare 
Festival or to get involved, contact 
us at 440.794.1CSF, email info@
cleveshakes.org, fi nd us on Face-
book and Twitter, or visit www.
cleveshakes.org. 
SWINGIN’ SUMMER CONCERTS 
in the Gazebo at Halloran Park, 
3550 West 117th St.
will be presented by Westown CDC. 
Food trucks and music.  July 23, 
July 30 and August 6 from 5- 8 pm.  
For more information, email info@
westowncdc.org
WOW! WADE OVAL WEDNES-
DAYS in University Circle runs 
through August  from 6 to 9 pm. For a 
list of musicians, visit http://www.uni-
versitycircle.org/events/2017/06/14/
wow-wade-oval-wednesdays

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
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get oriented to all of our program-
ming.
 The great thing about what Jen-
nifer does, is that she provides 
education for everyone who comes 
in. This is what victimization is, this 
is how we can help. It’s made a 
huge difference, educating people 
generally on it.
 Peter is our case manager for 
VOCA clients. A great many of 
them are homeless.  A great many 
of them are homeless with mental 
health issues, which is a particular 
concern of the attorney general’s 
offi ce. Peter also helps people in the 
full spectrum of victimization.
 Marissa Patsey, is new to us, she 
works with the LGBTQ (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer) 
population, which is also a popula-
tion of interest.
 I am the trauma recovery services 
director. We work with MetroHealth 
Medical Center, we’ve been doing 
this since February. This was a 
special grant that we got to work 
with Metro, on our people on the 
west side who have been victims of 
crime. 
 What’s been so interesting is that 
we are working with trauma recovery 
services at Metro, we are fi nding it’s 
our same people, our same circum-
stances, our same neighborhood. 
The people least likely to follow up 
on their appointments at Metro, ar-
en’t the ones from Euclid or Geauga 
County who come in life fl ight, it’s 
people within 9 miles of Metro, which 
is our people. So, what we’re able to 
do for those individuals, we’re able 
to bring them back for their follow up 
services.  We’re able to check in on 
them. 
 Chris, our fantastic therapist who 
has been doing this for 22 years, 

does a lot of that trauma based 
services for them. We are able to 
get them food, clothing and all the 
stuff May Dugan offers. It’s a better 
continuity of care, following up with 
Second Police District, and making 
sure people who’ve been through 
this experience, where the police 
are involved, have that support. 
We also, now work with the Family 
Justice Center downtown,  providing 
people easy access to temporary 
protective orders, temporary custo-
dy orders and the pieces and parts 
supporting somebody who has been 
through a terrible circumstance”.  
Q: “You also work in collabora-
tion with NAMI?’
A: “I am honored, this year they 
honored me as the Mental Health 
Professional of the Year; which 
is awesome!  They’re so amaz-
ing!  Once again, like Paulo Freire 
and a lot of the stuff we do here, with 
That Reading Thing, it’s community 
based; community helping commu-
nity, there’s nothing better.  Metro is 
also community helping community 
too. I couldn’t be prouder”.
Q: “What obstacles does the 
center face?”
A: “There’s always the ongoing po-
litical climate, it affects our ability to 
serve. It’s tricky because the people 
need us and it’s a full-time job tak-
ing care of our people.  We have a 
fantastic development department 
that’s sort of responsible to get the 
pieces in together, so we can con-
tinue to get the funding we need to 
support the programs. So, that a big 
part of it. I think another thing that all 
social service agencies struggle with 
is just making sure that we’re mak-
ing connections for people. None 
of us can do everything but making 
sure we get people where they need 
to go and keep that community 
handoff is always a challenge”.
Q: “Would you like to tell the pub-

lic something about May Dugan 
Center?”
A: “My message is that there’s no 
one answer to solving our social 
problems in Cleveland. I think that 
each one of us can give either 
time, talent or treasure to support 
organizations that you believe in. 
Understand that it’s all of us, all of us 
bear the cost when something goes 
wrong and all of us reap the benefi ts 
when things go well”.
Q: If the public wanted to become 
involved with the May Dugan Cen-
ter, how can they do it?
A: “Get a hold of us.  We really 
believe in making the use of those 
talents. I am so grateful and adore 
our volunteers. Each brings a unique 

gift, story and a unique way of 
interacting with people. The more 
community we have, the better off 
we are.”
Editor’s Note: If you would like to 

 PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a check 
or money order with your ad to 
the Plain Press, 2012 W. 25th #500 
Cleveland, OH 44113. For more 
information call Tom Sheehan at 
(216) 621-3060 or email plainpres-
sads@yahoo.com.

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE:  W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, Baby 
needs, Household Items and more. 
Now open the third Saturday 
of each month from 10 a.m. to 
Noon (regular prices).  Prices all 
can afford. Many items $1.00 and 
under. Also open every Wednesday 
1 to 5 pm (regular prices) and First 
Saturday of the Month,10 to noon 
with Bargain Prices and Clothes - 
$1.00 per bag.

FOR RENT
CLIFTON PLAZA APARTMENTS: 
Market Rent Unit available for Im-
mediate Occupancy. This month 
we are offering a $99.00 Security 
Deposit as incentive. It is a (1) 
‘Bedroom Unit which comes with 
Carpet, Stove/Refrigerator and AC 
Unit, includes all utilities and water. 
Parking available and we have an 
on-site Maintenance Technician. 
Contact the Office for additional 
information on this Senior Living 
Community on how to apply at 216-
631-1370. Contact Person is Ms. 
Kalika Scruggs, Property Manager.
NEED ANSWERS TO LANDLORD 
TENANT QUESTIONS? Call Cleve-
land Tenant’s Organization’s Client 
Service Center: 216-432-0617.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Care Alliance 
at (216) 924-0429 and ask for Jim 
Schlecht.

HELP WANTED
HORIZON EDUCATION CENTERS 
EARLY CARE & EDUCATION/
AFTER SCHOOL: Now Hiring at 
Market Square and Old Brooklyn 
Centers. Want to Make a Differ-
ence? We are a Nonprofi t Leader in 
High Quality Childcare/Afterschool 
Programming. Entry Level & Career 
Positions FT/PT w/Benefi ts (Health 
Ins., Retirement, PTO/Holidays, 
Childcare Discounts.) Apply online 
www.Horizonohio.org

become involved at the May Dugan 
Center, call 216-631-5800.  You can 
also visit, the center is located at 
4115 Bridge Ave, Cleveland, Ohio 
44113.

MAY DUGAN CENTERMAY DUGAN CENTER
continued from page 6continued from page 6
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, June 7, 2017, This Place Matters with Mike Wolfe of Amer-
ican Pickers, Variety Theatre, W. 118th and Lorain Ave: Christopher G. 
Axelrod the “Cleveland Peacock” serves as the Master of Ceremonies.

Lorain Avenue which includes the 
area in front of the theatre. The City 
of Cleveland has also committed 
$400,000 to help build a parking lot 
across Lorain Avenue from the the-
atre. Marous Brothers Construction, 
which did the restoration work at the 
Capitol Theatre at W. 65th and De-
troit is slated to be the design/builder 
for the project. Westown Commu-
nity Development Corporation and 
the Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization will be 
co-developers on the project.
 At the ceremony, Ward 11 Coun-
cilwoman Dona Brady said she 
couldn’t thank Jayne Ansberry 
enough for introducing the Variety 
Theatre project to Michael Wolfe. 
Ansberry is a Cleveland native, who 
now lives and works in Nashville as 
a singer. She promoted the project 
to Michael Wolfe after attending an 
event for the Variety Theatre when 
visiting her hometown. Ansberry 
said, “I wanted to give something 
back to this community, Cleveland 
is such a great town.”

  The photo submitted to the This 
Place Matters campaign featuring 
a crowd of people in front of the 
Variety Theatre, “really humanized 
this place,” said Michael Wolfe. Of 
all the photos from places around 
the country, Wolfe said, “This one 
stood out. The organization stood 
out, and the beautiful commitment 
of people that have pushed it so far.” 
Wolfe noted the effort to restore the 
theatre which began “12 years ago 
with the dream of a Councilwoman 
who has roots in the neighborhood.”
  Councilwoman Brady, Friends 
of the Historic Variety Theatre and 
Westown Community Development 
Corporation have been actively 
pursuing funding for the restoration 
for those 12 years. While the This 
Place Matters Award doesn’t include 
a monetary award, Brady stressed 
the importance of the national rec-
ognition gained from the This Place 
Matters Award. She thanked Mi-
chael Wolfe for agreeing to serve as 
honorary co-chair of the campaign 
to raise funds for a balcony – family 
style theatre on the second fl oor of 
the Variety Theatre. Brady urged 
supporters of the Variety Theatre 

to work hard so this national rec-
ognition can serve as an example 
to other communities around the 
country that are trying to restore 
historic buildings.
 The effort to build a balcony family 
theatre involves an online Go Fund 
Me campaign under the heading 
Historic Variety Theatre. Wolfe, 
who toured the inside of the Variety 
Theatre, prior to the celebration, 
marveled at the detail in the walls of 
the theatre and share the feelings he 
experienced knowing that this was 
once a place “where people used to 
be entertained and the experience 
they had was incredible.”
 Of his involvement in the This 
Place Matters Campaign, and his 
willingness to help as honorary co-
chair of the fundraising campaign 
for the balcony theatre, Wolfe said, 
“This is what it is all about. We are 
here at the end of the day to help 
each other.” Wolfe urged supporters 
of the theatre to go to Go Fund Me 
site online and select Historic Vari-
ety Theatre to donate to the cause. 
“I can’t imagine what it will be like 
when it is fi nished. I hope to come 
back,” said Wolfe.

VARIETY THEATREVARIETY THEATRE
continued from page onecontinued from page one

year. He says normally Cleveland 
students pick a high school by March 
of their eighth-grade school year. 
He said some charter schools have 
February deadlines.
 When one looks at the data for 
High Schools on the West Side of 
Cleveland, there are a lot of schools 
with missing test scores and student 
improvement because the schools 
have been redesigned as schools 
within schools and the new entities 
are too new to have scores avail-
able. For these schools, students 
and parents can look at descrip-
tions of what the school offers as 
well state ratings. Transformation 
Alliance Executive Director van Lier 
encourages students and parents to 
view the online surveys and data, 

visit the schools and attend open 
houses at the schools as well.
 For those high schools that do 
have data available, the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District and 
charter high schools are ranked 
from 1 to 29 by Student Test Perfor-
mance and Student Improvement. 
The book also lists the graduation 
rate trend from 2012 to 2015 and 
how many of the school’s 2013 
graduates that chose to attend col-
lege are still in college within two 
years of their graduation. Only 29 
of the 47 Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District and charter schools 
in Cleveland that serve high school 
students are involved in the head to 
head comparisons due to the new-
ness of many of the schools. Some 
of the district’s brand new schools 
are profi led at the end of the School 

Quality Guide with a little summary 
of what they offer.
 Of the high schools on the West 
Side that are rated, Northeast Ohio 
College Preparatory School at 2357 
Tremont Avenue in the Tremont 
neighborhood is the only school 
in the top ten in Cleveland in both 
student test performance (9th out of 
29 schools) and student academic 
growth (4 out of 29 schools). New 
Tech West in the Jefferson Neigh-
borhood (8th of 29 schools) and Gar-
rett Morgan in the Ohio City Neigh-
borhood (9th of 29 schools) both are 
in the top ten in Cleveland in terms 
of student academic growth. Garrett 
Morgan has the highest graduation 
rate among rated high schools on 
the West Side at 80% in the 2015-
16 school year. None of the West 
Side High Schools that were rated 
had performance index rating higher 
than a D on the State Report Card. 
 If you are looking for a school 
with a 100% graduation rate, there 
are few schools in Cleveland that 
meet that criterion, but they may 
have admissions requirements. One 
such school is the Cleveland School 
of Science and Medicine at 2075 
Stokes Boulevard in the University 
Circle neighborhood where the 

description of the school says, “stu-
dents will be selected based upon 
their achievements and commitment 
to a challenging and rigorous edu-
cational experience…”
 Of the high schools in the district 
that have listed test performance 
data from the State Report Card, 
the Cleveland School of Science 
and Medicine has the highest per-
formance index state rating with a 
grade of B – receiving 96.3 out of 
a possible 120 points on the state 
rating scale. Of the high schools in 
Cleveland with ratings, the Cleve-
land School of Science and Medi-
cine was the only school to receive a 
grade higher than a D on the state of 
Ohio performance index. The school 
also ranked number one amongst 
the Cleveland public and charter 
schools in terms of Student Improve-

ment in the 2015-2016 school year. 
Its graduation rate was 100% and 
88.2% of the school’s 2013 gradu-
ates that attended college were still 
in college after two years.
 Editor’s Note: For more informa-
tion about the Cleveland Transfor-
mation Alliance 2017 School Quality 
Guide pick up a copy at your local 
library or visit the Transformation 
Alliance website at: www.cleveland-
ta.org. Help is available fi nding a 
book at a location near your home 
by calling United Way First Call for 
Help at 211. Each book contains a 
survey that community members, 
school staff, students, parents and 
guardians are encouraged to fill 
out about schools with which they 
are involved. Surveys can also be 
fi lled out online at myCLEschool.org 
which can be reached from a link on 
the Transformation Alliance website.

2017 SCHOOL QUALITY GUIDE2017 SCHOOL QUALITY GUIDE
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