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PHOTO BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Friday, September 21, 2018; Hands Across CLE Street Festi-
val, Lorain Carnegie (Hope Memorial) Bridge: (L-R) Cleveland 
Police Chaplain Crystal Walker stands on the bridge with 
Bishop Mark Perry of the Cathedral Church of God in Christ.  
The event sponsored by the Community Relations Board was 
designed to join Clevelanders from the East and West sides 
together to make a stronger and safer city.

             PHOTO BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Saturday, September 8, 2018, NEO CYCLE, Edgewater Park: Shaylynn 
Williams, a Freshman at MC2 Stem High School demonstrates how to 
charge a cell phone with a bicycle generator. Williams said building 
the bicycle generator was a project undertaken by her freshmen class.

             PHOTO BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Saturday, September 8, 2018; Hispanic Alliance and the Northeast Ohio 
Association for Hispanic Health (NOAHH) Community Walk Against 
Cancer/Caminata Comunitaria Contra el Cancer, 3110 W. 25th: Com-
munity members walked through the Clark-Fulton neighborhood with 
shouts of “Salud, Si (Health, Yes), Cancer, No.” 

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, September 2, 2018; St. John Cantius Polish Festival, 906 College Avenue: St. John Cantius’ pa-
rishioners Alina Czernec and Anna Nowak sell authentic Polish goods. Czernec and Nowak are cousins 
and arrived in Cleveland from Poland as teenagers. They both attended St. John Cantius High School and 
have been involved with the parish for many years. 

Walter Martens & Sons Funeral Home to remember Pregnancy 
and Infant Loss Awareness Month with a Memorial Service
by Victoria Shea
 “When a child loses his parent, 
they are called an orphan. When 
a spouse loses her or his partner, 
they are called a widow or widow-
er,” said former president Ronald 
Reagan when he signed Senate 
Joint Resolution 314. The resolution 
designated the month of October 
as Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Awareness Month. “When parents 
lose their child, there isn’t a word to 
describe them.”

 A portion of the staff at the Walter 
Martens & Sons Funeral Home on 
Denison Avenue know this all too 
well.
 “The death of an infant is probably 
one of the hardest funeral services 
to handle,” explains licensed funeral 
director and owner Walter Martens, 
Jr. “It often leaves you wondering 
the biggest question without an 
answer-Why?”
 Martens has an understanding of 
the pain and emotions that come 

with the loss of a pregnancy or 
an infant’s passing. In the 1970s, 
Martens and his late wife Bernadine 
experienced two miscarriages. Oth-
ers on his staff experienced the loss 
of pregnancies or infants’ deaths as 
well. 
 “It’s more common than anyone 
would like to think.” Martens said. 
 Back in the late 1980s and early 
1990s, Martens explained, his late 
wife had started a support program 
called, Our Forever Babies-- When 
Miracles Become Memories, as a 
way to help the families they were 
servicing who experienced the loss 
of a pregnancy or an infant death. 
 “The program started in the library 
here at the funeral home,” Martens 
said. “The group would meet once 
a month for a couple of hours and 
share their experiences. Bernadine 
would also share her experiences 
with our losses as well.” 
 In addition to her support group, 
a white grapevine wreath was dedi-
cated to the infants who had passed 
away during the year with their name 
placed on a decorated wooden 
heart. The wreath, Martens said, 
was “placed in a prominent place in 
the funeral home.”
 “Just like she did with our holiday 
program,” stated Martens, “Berna-
dine created a program that helped 
continued on page 4continued on page 4

Hispanic Alliance and NOAHH team up for Walk Against Cancer
by Chuck Hoven
 Seventy people gathered at the 
Hispanic Alliance offi ce on W. 25th 
and Clark for a Community Walk 
Against Cancer on September 8th. 
Walkers were greeted in the parking 
lot by Lakeland Community Col-
lege Sophomore volunteers Laura 
Bertran, Juan Gutierrez and Eva 
Tevvones.
 The Community Walk Against 
Cancer, a project of the Hispanic 
Alliance along with the Northeast 

Ohio Association for Hispanic Health 
(NOAHH), hopes to raise awareness 
of the importance of early detection 
in fi ghting cancer. Hispanic Alliance 
Community Engagement Coordi-
nator Sonia Monroy Matis says she 
has come across a lot of people in 
the local Hispanic community that 
have suffered from cancer.
 Member organizations of the 
Northeast Ohio Association for 
Hispanic Health were in attendance 
with literature tables and fi lled with 

resources for those in attendance. 
Organizations belonging to NOAHH 
include: Alzheimer’s Association, 
American Sickle Cell Anemia As-
sociation, CareSource, City of 
Cleveland Department of Health and 
Offi ce of Minority Health, Cleveland 
Clinic, Domestic Violence and Child 
Advocacy Center, Hospice of the 
Western Reserve, MetroHealth 
Medical Center, Neighborhood 
Family Practice, University Hospi-

continued on page 3continued on page 3

Bond Accountability Commission shares 
thoughts on its role in monitoring CMSD bond 
issue  spending and school construction
by Chuck Hoven
 Bond Accountability Commission 
Executive Director Elise Hara Auvil 
explained to those in attendance 
at the Commission’s September 
meeting at Tremont Montessori 
School what she saw as the role of 
the organization she heads. Director 
Hara Auvil said the goal of the Bond 
Accountability Commission is to 
oversee spending of the Bond mon-
ey earmarked for rehabilitation and 
construction of Cleveland schools 
and to watchdog construction dol-
lars. She explained that the Bond 
Accountability Commission has 
eleven members, and that six mem-
bers are needed for a quorum. Five 
Bond Accountability Commission 
members were in attendance that 
evening.
 Director Hara Auvil said she has 
attended recent meetings of the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict’s (CMSD) Board of Education 
and there has been no mention of 

any resolution of the dispute be-
tween CMSD and the Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission (OFCC). 
The dispute involves whether or not 
the State of Ohio will provide funds 
to CMSD to compensate the district 
for higher labor costs in Cleveland. 
Without compensation for the labor 
market conditions, CEO Eric Gordon 
has stated that the district cannot 
complete segments 8 and 9 of the 
School Facilities Plan.
 Director Hara Auvil also noted 
the limited amount of money left in 
the Locally Funded Initiatives Fund 
Number Three. She said there was 
$85 million in the fund in April, and 
now it is down to $80 million. The 
dollars in the fund are used to fund 
construction that the State of Ohio 
Facilities Construction Commission 
says it will not pay for due to state 
school construction guidelines.
 A summary of school funding to 
date compiled by the Ohio Facilities 

contiued on page 8contiued on page 8
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BECOME A PROUD PARENT 
OF AN 

EARLY LEARNER

• Payment options for private pay, voucher        
   qualified and Early/Head Start eligible 

Early Learning Centers for children from 
birth to age 5 in your neighborhood.

Preparing for kindergarten and beyond

• Free diapers, wipes and formula

• Free breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack. 
Healthy meals to fuel wellness.

• Safe and well maintained playgrounds. 
Children learn yoga, play soccer and more.

• Highly qualified teachers and staff. 
A true learning environment. 

• Welcoming classrooms. 
Serving children of all abilities.

ENROLL 216.325.9678
Early.Learning@TheCentersOhio.org

 To learn more about our program visit TheCentersOhio.org

Call today to learn more and enroll!

5-STAR RATED

AFFORDABLE FOR ALL

ARTS
ART OF CHRIS DEIGHAN: In the 216, 
located at 11512 Clifton Blvd is hosting a 
reception on Friday, October 5 from 5:30 
-9:30 p.m. welcoming local artist Chris 
Deighan to their gallery.
NEAR WEST THEATRE COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATION: Saturday, October 6 
from 6-10 p.m. at W. 67th and Detroit 
Avenue. Music, dancing, sing-alongs, 
performances and more.
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART, 11150 
East Boulevard in University Circle, pres-
ents International Cleveland Community 
Day Festival on Sunday, October 7. The 
festival features more that 50 groups 
and organizations that present diversity 
through music, dance and cultural dis-
plays. Free.
LITERARY CLEVELAND WRITERS 
AND READERS SERIES: Free. Join 
journalist José Antonio Vargas for a 
discussion of his newest memoir, Dear 
America: Notes of an Undocumented 
Citizen. Vargas will shed light on both 
his personal story and our larger national 
conversation on immigration and Amer-
ican identity. Saturday, October 13 at 2 
p.m at Louis Stokes Wing Auditorium, 
525 Superior Ave.

CITY OF CLEVELAND
MAYOR FRANK G. JACKSON’S 
STATE OF THE CITY 2018 ADDRESS: 
October 10, Cleveland Public Hall, 500 

Lakeside Avenue. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Remarks begin at 7 p.m. Registration is 
required by October 5 online at: http://bit.
ly/CLESOTC18. Seniors (65+) ay opt to 
register by calling 216-664-2500.
VACANT LAND REUTILIZATION 
PROGRAM: vacant land is available 
through the Land Bank Program for side 
yard expansion or new construction. 
Applications sought that will contribute 
to the economic, social or environmental 
betterment of the city. Lots also can be 
leased or licensed for certain interim 
uses such as community/market gar-
dens. Questions and information call the 
Land Bank Offi ce at 664-4126.

COMMUNITY
FIRST DISTRICT POLICE COMMUNI-
TY RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEET-
ING: October 4 at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria 
at St. Ignatius of Antioch School Building, 
10205 Lorain Avenue. Please bring a 
donation of canned goods or household 
products if you can.
SECOND DISTRICT POLICE COM-
MUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTING 
MEETING: 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at Applewood Center, 3518 W. 
25th. Enter the gym from Daisy Avenue.
LOCAL CONVERSATIONS ON HIS-
PANIC/LATINO HEALTH PRIORITIES 
2018: PANEL DISCUSSION on Tues-
day, October 9 at the Wolstein Auditorium 
at Case Western Reserve University, 

2103 Cornell Road. Continental Break-
fast 7-7:30 a.m. Lecture: 7:30 -8:30 a.m. 
Moderator Frances Mills, MA, Director 
of Community Health Initiatives, Cleve-
land Offi ce of Minority Health. RSVP 
to Phillip Rowland-Seymour at: Phillip.
Rowland-Seymour@uhhospitals.org by 
Octobr 4th. Space is limited. 1 CME and 
CEU credit offered. Parking available 
at UH Drive Parking Garage, 2010 UH 
Drive. Sponsored by The Center for 
Community Impact, Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion (CEDI).
FAMILIA has been established to en-
gage, empower, and create a voice for 
the residents of the Clark-Fulton area to 
address issues such as safety, housing, 
education, civic rights and health issues 
for the wellbeing of families in the com-
munity. Third Monday of each month, 
from 6-7:30 pm, at Hispanic Alliance Inc, 
3110 W. 25th Street (at Clark). For info, 
contact Sonia Monroy Matis, 216-661-
4249 or smatis@hispanicallianceinc.org.

EDUCATION
BEGINNER COMPUTER CLASSES: 
Merrick House, 1050 Starkweather 
Avenue, is partnering with Digital C 
to offer beginner computer classes at 
Merrick House at no cost. Six students 
are needed to begin the class. Interested 
parties can call Tamara Coats, Director 
of Adult Education at 216-771-5077 to 
obtain more information.
BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS: Are you 
lacking basic computer skills which are 
holding you back from getting a job, 
restricting you at work, or limiting you 
in life,  ….well   Digital C, technology 
skills building program,  will teach  ba-
sic computer classes for the beginner 
at the West Side Catholic Center. The 
three-week program, will be held twice 
a week, Tuesday and Thursday, from 
1:00 to 3:00 pm. There is no charge. 
Child care is provided. All are welcomed. 
Please call Frank Johanek at 216-631-
4741  ext. 167 to register and class 
start dates.  
BRAIN BEE: Northeast Ohio Medical 
University (NEOMED) invites area 
students ages 14 thru 18 to test their 
knowledge of neuroscience in the 
NEOMED Brain Bee. The Brain Bee 
will take place Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019, 

at NEOMED. Free monthly tutoring 
sessions are available on Saturdays to 
help students prepare for the Brain Bee. 
Sessions will occur Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and 
Dec. 8 at NEOMED. Students may reg-
ister at neomed.edu/brainbee. For more 
information about the Brain Bee, please 
contact Dr. Peterson at 330.325.6476 
or dpeterson@neomed.edu.
FREE DIGITAL SKILLS TRAINING: 
Learn high-demand digital skills used in 
today’s workplace in Digital C’s ReStart 
Program. No experience necessary. 
Class computer provided. Classes de-
signed for Cleveland residents with little 
or no digital skills or experience. Open 
to veterans, single heads of household 
receiving public assistance, young adults 
aging out of foster care and re-entry. 
Contact us at: restart@digitalc.org or 
visit www.digitalc.org/restart.

ELECTION 2018
VOTER REGISTRATION: On Tuesday, 
October 9 – the last day to register to 
vote in the State of Oio prior to this year’s 
General Election – Brewnuts will serve 
free voting themed donuts out of the 
shop at 6501 Detroit Avenue starting at 
6:30 a.m. while supplies last. A volunteer 
will be on hand for those who want to 
stop by and register to vote.
UPDATE VOTER REGISTRATION: 
Election day is Tuesday, November 6. 
The deadline to register to vote or to 
update your address is October 9th. Ohio 
now has a convenient online registration 
site at: olvr.sos.state.oh.us

EMPLOYMENT
LA MEGA CAREER FAIR: October 4, 
at Estabrook Recreation Center, 4125 
Fulton Road. Connect with local and 
national employers. Free resume build-
ing. Mock interview workshops. Powered 
by The Centers and El Barrio. El Barrio 
workshops held from 9 a.m. – Noon. 
Career Fair from Noon to 2 p.m. If you 
have a resume, bring it with you. For 
more information call 216-325-WORK
WEST SIDE CATHOLIC CENTER work-
force development classes assist all peo-
ple in transition from initial assessments 
to interviews. The four-week program will 
assist you in identifying your passion, 
preparing you to re-enter the workforce 

and get you in front of employers with 
permanent positions with a career path 
potential. This is all in a one-on-one 
environment. With daily attendance and 
work requirement completed…WEST 
SIDE CATHOLIC CENTER’S, ECO-
NOMIC OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM 
WILL GUARANTEE YOU JOB OFFERS. 
Classes run from 9:30 AM to 12:00 pm 
Monday thru Friday and with continuation 
of training/tutoring Tuesday thru Thurs-
day 1:30 -3:30 pm.  Questions, please 
call Frank Johanek, Economic Opportu-
nities Manager, 216-631-4741 ext. 167.

ENVIRONMENT
DON’T BREAK THE LAKE: A partner-
ship between City of Cleveland Water 
Department, Sustainable Cleveland and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration asks you to combat 
plastic pollution in Lake Erie by switch-
ing from single-use disposable plastic 
bags to reusable shopping bags, and 
switching from single-use water bottles 
to reusable water bottles. To get involved 
& join the conversation visit Sustainable 
Cleveland on Facebook: @Sustainable-
Cleveland; on Twitter: @sustainableCLE 
or at: dontbreakthelake.org.
WEST SIDE CREATION CARE TEAM 
is an ecumenical grassroots organization 
promoting care for creation, including 
the climate crisis. WSCCT engages in 
public policy advocacy, with members 
writing letters to local newspapers, and 
directly to state and local lawmakers 
and executives on legislation related to 
sustainable, renewable energy alterna-
tives and other issues that affect how 
we care for creation.  To receive notices 
of meetings, events, etc., or to schedule 
a presentation at your faith community, 
send an email to: westsidecreation-
care@gmail.com. .

HEALTH & SAFETY
ICE CREAM WITH THE MIDWIVES: 
Neighborhood Family Practice invites 
friends and neighbors to a Women’s 
Health Open House on Thursday, Oc-
tober 4 between 5-7 p.m. at Mitchell’s 
Ice Cream in Ohio City, 1867 W .25th 
Street. Sundae bar, goodie bags for all 
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         PHOTO BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Saturday, September 8, 2018; Hispanic Alliance and the Northeast Ohio Association for Hispanic Health 
(NOAHH) Community Walk Against Cancer/Caminata Comunitaria Contra el Cancer, 3110 W. 25th: Esper-
anza Basillas, Paula Alexander, Marcelena Rivera and Awilda Lugo prepare to head out on a walk through 
the neighborhood.

Homeowner comments on property values in her neighborhood that have gone down
To the Editor:
 I read with interest the article 
Chuck Hoven wrote regarding 
the newly appraised home values 
in Cuyahoga County. Unlike the 
Tremont area where property values 
spiked in an inconsistent manner, 
the property values from my home 
and in my general neighborhood 
have gone down. This seems like it 
is an indication that you are trying to 
force us out of our homes to buy us 
out and then to resell to investors to 
put high end properties around here 
just like they did around Cleveland 
Clinic on the east side.
 A year ago, I attempted to sell 
my home for sale by owner, and did 
so through zillow.com and FSBO.
com. The way the Zillow is setup, 

is anti for-sale-by-owner, and all 
about the real estate agent. When 
I would receive calls from agents, 
they did not tell me that I had poten-
tial buyers; instead they wanted to 
represent me in order to get a higher 
commission. I would get cold calls 
from agents offering me $20,000 for 
my fi ve-bedroom, two bath house 
that is in fairly decent condition. The 
skewed property values are based 
on no known real math. It is just a 
guessing game.

LETTER
 I realize that coming into each 
and every home in Cuyahoga 
County would be time-consuming 
and costly in order to appraise it, 
but if the county is using property 
values based on websites like zil-
low.com and realtor.com, that is not 

a real property value. Because in 
our area we have a lot of houses 
owned by landlords who rent them 
out, this brings our property values 
down despite good home owners 
like myself, who have spent 25 plus 
years improving the neighborhood.
 We cannot afford to move be-
cause our property values are un-
derwater and especially for those 
of us who are older, and possibly 
disabled. Where could we possibly 
go? We are on fi xed incomes, and 
we do need help with repairs that will 
not be astronomically expensive. 
 Several years ago I needed some 
help with my home and I contacted 
Habitat for Humanity for help and 
they told me that they don’t help 
people like that. Yet the free items 
that they get for their Resale Shop 
are priced so high you are better 

off just buying new. If Habitat for 
Humanity is not going to help out 
the neighborhood, then they should 
shut down.
 All we are asking is fairness. We 
want the people responsible to do 
their job. If you need help, then ask.
Janice Lascko
Simpson Neighborhood

tals, Visiting Nurses Association and 
YDH Consulting.
 Walkers ventured out for the walk 
through the neighborhood after an 
opening prayer from Pastor Jose 
Reyes and a welcome from Lissette 
Lopez Piepenburg of University 
Hospitals’ Center for Clinical Excel-
lence and Diversity Initiatives.
 Hispanic Alliance’s Sonia Monroy 
Matis offered some instructions to 
walkers and separated the group 
into two mile and one-mile walkers. 
The group then set out for a walk 
through the Clark Metro neighbor-
hood. Many of the walkers wore 
t-shirts on which they had written the 
name of the person for whom they 
were walking. 
 Sonia Monroy Matis led the group 
with chants of “Salud, Si”, “Cancer, 
No” as they marched down Clark 
Avenue and headed south through 
the neighborhood with the one mile 
and two mile groups each taking a 
different route.
 Following the walk, a series of 
speakers addressed the walkers.
 Lutheran Hospital President Dr. 
Donald A. Malone, Jr. talked about 
Lutheran Hospital and shared some 

insight about the relationship be-
tween his specialty – psychiatry and 
cancer recovery. Dr. Malone talked 
about the effort Lutheran Hospital 
is making to better serve the local 
Hispanic community, and noted the 
hospital now has Hispanic physi-
cians that speak Spanish fl uently. 
 Dr. Malone said psychiatrists work 
with cancer patients “to help them 
feel positive about their experience 
going through cancer.” Dr. Malone 
say he believes that “a positive 
attitude can make a difference in 
survival.”
 Dr. Malone urged family and 
friends of cancer patients to pro-
vide them with support and help 
them to navigate the system. He 
stressed the importance of listening 
to what patients are saying, noting 
“depression can be a problem” 
for cancer patients. He said loved 
ones of a cancer patient should ask 
them about anxiety and depression 
and get them the help they need 
through a therapist, psychiatrist or 
psychologist.

 Dr. Malone said the best thing you 
can do to take care of yourself and 
reduce the risk of getting cancer is 
to not smoke, or to stop smoking if 
you are a smoker. He said diet and 
exercise are also important to over-
all health and they probably help to 
reduce the risk of getting cancer.
 Dr. Malone said in the future, ge-
netic tests will help to tell who has 
at higher risk of getting cancer. He 
repeated what people can do now 
to reduce risk – don’t smoke, watch 
your diet and exercise. Dr. Malone 
also stressed the importance of 
doing the recommended cancer 
screenings.
 Sondra Powell, Assistant Director 
of Community Outreach and Patient 
Navigation for Cleveland Clinic’s 
Taussig Cancer Institute stressed 
the importance of breast cancer 
screening.
 Maria Brown, a pediatric nurse at 
University Hospitals, talked about 
children and cancer. She stressed 
the importance of paying attention 
to kids who are not eating well or 

not growing and gaining weight at 
the expected rate. If you expect that 
something is wrong, go see a doctor, 
she urged.
 There was some discussion about 
how to get kids to eat a healthier 
diet and about the unhealthy food 
in vending machines at schools.
 Marie Ritchie of CareSource 
shared some health care tips in 
Spanish and answered questions 
and addressed concerns about 
cancer from of the many Spanish 
language speakers amongst the 
walkers.
 Several testimonies followed 
from cancer survivors. All stressed 
the importance of testing and early 
detection in their survival.
 Hispanic Alliance Executive Di-
rector Juan Molina Crespo thanked 
the event sponsors. He thanked 
Lorraine Surgical Supply for pro-
viding wheel chairs for the walk and 
thanked the City of Cleveland Offi ce 
of Minority Health for its support.
 Executive Director Molina Crespo 
talked about Northeast Ohio Asso-
ciation for Hispanic Health and the 
importance of partnerships and re-
lationships in addressing community 
issues. He said such relationships 
help volunteers and staff feel they 
are not alone in their efforts to pro-
mote their ideals. Molina Crespo 
fi nished his remarks urging those 
who were not yet registered to vote 
to get registered. He noted the crit-
ical importance of voting.

WALK AGAINST CANCERWALK AGAINST CANCER
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Former Executive Director of Cudell 
Improvement Anita Brindza speaks 
regarding the Cudell Improvement/
Detroit Shoreway Strategic Alliance
The fourth article of a series on the Strategic Alliance

by Victoria Shea
 In her new offi ce for the Western 
Elmwood Berea Corp., also known 
as WEBCO, former Executive Di-
rector of Cudell Improvement, Anita 
Brindza has several frames on 
her office floor and some boxes 
filled with what one assumes is 
paperwork. It is a much smaller and 
lonelier offi ce than what she used to 
have at the Cudell offi ce on Lorain 
Avenue. 
 Yet, Brindza hasn’t lost her spark 
or her spirit and love of Cudell. 
Before her, on the desk, is the last 
issue of the Plain Press with her 
comments and notes scribbled in 
the margins. They are her notes for 
the discussion at hand as she wants 
to set the story straight about the 
Strategic Alliance. 
 Anita Brindza makes no bones 
about it--she is heartbroken over 
the lack of a smooth transition in the 
Strategic Alliance that Cudell and 
Detroit Shoreway have created. Her 
concerns, however, go beyond that. 
 “Matt Zone seems to be afraid of 
me.” She states. It is for that reason 
and more that she feels that the 
Ward 15 councilman and Detroit 
Shoreway Executive Director Jeff 
Ramsey are trying to sully her repu-
tation which she fi nds heartbreaking 
as “Cudell always gave credit for ev-
erything they did to the councilmen, 
regardless of whether it was John 
Lynch, Jay Westbrook or now Matt 
Zone.” 
 She’s been a faithful member of 
Cudell for the last 45 years, and for 
the last 34 of them, she has served 
Cudell as the manager of the Cudell 
Crime Prevention Program, an As-
sociate Director and then Executive 
Director of Cudell Improvement. 
“Cudell gave wonderful service,” 
Brindza said. “And I mentored the 
staff who provided that wonderful 
service.”  
 The neighbors, and members 
of Cudell Improvement seemingly 

agree. With a smile, she states that 
people keep approaching her for 
help when it is needed, knowing that 
she will help them anyway she can. 
They know her love of community 
and it is that love, she says, that 
has many of them suggesting that 
she runs against Zone for his council 
seat. While she is fl attered, she says 
that everyone expects the council 
person to fi x everything, but they 
can’t always do that. She also feels 
that legislators should not interfere 
in neighborhoods. 
 “Every neighborhood is different 
and determines what their culture 
is and what’s a priority to them,” 
continued on page 6continued on page 6
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         PHOTO BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Saturday, September 8, 2018; Clark W. 25th Health Care Building, Clark Avenue at W. 25th: It’s Up to Us, 
the giant mural by Cleveland artist John Rivera-Resto, vandalized by graffi ti last November has now been 
restored. The artist completed the restoration this summer while adding a “painting over graffi ti” panel to 
the artwork. In December of 2017, Metro West Community Development Organization initiated an online 
fundraising campaign to help restore the mural. In March of 2018, Cleveland Magazine reported MetroHealth 
Medical Center and Sherwin Williams were instrumental in providing funding and supplies for the restoration.

others.” 
 However, after Bernadine’s unex-
pected passing in 1997, the program 

was discontinued. 
 Refl ecting back, Martens sadly 
said that it was disappointing that 
the funeral home was unable to 

keep the program going at the time 
of Bernadine’s passing. 
 “With my wife’s passing, I was 
now the only parent left to care for 
our children, who had just lost their 
mother. It was a hard time for all of 
us. It took what energy we did have 
just to keep her holiday program 
running. Sadly, that meant letting 
other programs we offered go.” 
 It wasn’t until part of his current 
offi ce staff started, he explained, 
that there was even talk of bringing 
the program back. 
 “Our offi ce manager was going 
through boxes in the archives when 
she stumbled across information 
on Bernadine’s program,” Martens 
explained. “She came forward and 
asked about trying to restart it.”
 Her driving force, he said, was 
wanting to help the families she was 
working with. 
 “Normally, with a pregnancy loss 
or infant passing, she is right there 
alongside myself, or our other fu-
neral director, helping us. She gives 

them comfort where sometimes we 
can’t.” Martens said. 
 Working alongside her cousin, 
Courtney Burns, in the last few 
years, they did in-depth research 
into pregnancy and infant loss. 
When they approached Martens 
about bringing back his wife’s pro-
gram, it was hard for him to say no.
 “The research and planning they 
did was amazing,” he stated. “Be-
tween the stuff they could fi nd, and 
sadly Courtney’s personal experi-
ences with pregnancy losses, they 
had formed a program that was just 
as good as Bernadine’s.”
 Their fi rst step in bringing back 
the program, he explained, is a 
memorial service. 
 “Since 1988, October has been 
recognized as Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness Month,” explained 
Martens. “According to Resolution 
314, the month offers families the 
opportunity to increase understand-
ing of pregnancy and infant loss and 
explore ways to meet the needs of 
the bereaved parents and family 
members.” 
 “One of the ways suggested by 
Robyn Bear, one of three women 
who created a movement to have 
October 15th declared Pregnancy 
and Infant Loss Remembrance 
Day,” he continued, “was to sponsor 
a candle lighting ceremony. Our girls 
have taken it a step further and will 
include that as part of their memorial 
service.”
 Very similar to the funeral home’s 
holiday and Memorial Day services, 
families that Martens have serviced 
who experienced either a pregnancy 
or infant loss will be invited to the 
funeral home for the service, as well 
as the community at large. The order 
of service will include a reading of 
the names of those being remem-
bered, a dedication of the funeral 
home’s front window where a new 
grapevine wreath will be displayed, 
as well as a candlelight ceremony. 
Martens says that, as with the fi rm’s 
holiday service, he expects the emo-
tions at the memorial service to be 
greater. 
 “No matter the loss, the grief a 
person experiences is diffi cult and 
unique to each. With the loss of a 
pregnancy or infant, those emo-
tions become even more diffi cult. 
One-minute parents are planning for 
the future with hopes and dreams. 
The next minute, those hopes and 
dreams are taken.” 

 Martens says the memorial ser-
vice will be kept to just under an 
hour in consideration of the families’ 
emotions, especially with those who 
have begun the healing process. 
 “Dealing with the loss of a preg-
nancy or the death of an infant 
becomes a balancing act - on one 
hand, you want to provide the family 
a chance to grieve, but on the other 
hand, the funeral director has to 
sometimes be the one to remind the 
mother especially, that she needs to 
take the time to heal physically,” he 
said. “We’re treating this memorial 
service the same way, while in ad-
dition to not reopening or causing a 
relapse in the families’ progression 
of healing emotionally.” 
 Martens however, is confident 
that the service will be something 
special. 
 “At our Tree of Remembrance last 
year, the girls changed the program 
and created a special tree just for 
the pregnancy losses and infants we 
had serviced which got some nice 
feedback, but it was still just a small 
part of a larger service. By holding 
a service that is separate of every 
other service we hold, our hope is 
that it can bring families together to 
help create a support system that 
some may need, but have yet to 
fi nd.”
 Just as with Tree of Remem-
brance, Martens acknowledges the 
service will invoke some emotions 
for him personally, having twice 
been where these families are. 
 “It’s hard sometimes. Both, my 
wife as well as my mother, experi-
enced pregnancy losses, and that 
provided me with the insight to be 
able to appreciate what these fami-
lies are going through.” he refl ected. 
“But, being able to talk about the 
emotions that come with such a 
powerful loss, and remember what 
might have been, with others who 
have also experienced that kind of 
loss, helps to remind us all that we 
aren’t alone in our journey.”
 Sleeping Angels: When Miracles 
Become Memories Memorial Ser-
vice will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 27th at 3PM at Walter Martens & 
Sons Funeral Home, 9811 Denison 
Avenue. The service is opened to all 
who have experienced a pregnancy 
loss, stillbirth or early infant loss 
regardless of whether your family 
was serviced by the funeral home.

INFANT AND PREGNANCY LOSS MEMORIAL SERVICEINFANT AND PREGNANCY LOSS MEMORIAL SERVICE
cont inued f rom page  onecont inued f rom page  one
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A fun and easy way to update your style for fall is by using trendy accessories to jazz up any basic outfi t. 
Multi-color rhinestone cuff bracelet with fringe, animal print furry wallet/clutch, snakeskin ankle boots, 
gold choker, gold chandelier earrings. All stylists/writers’ own.

Silk AllenSilk Allen

How to use trendy fall accessories to update your wardrobe
 by Silk Allen
 September is the new January. 
For some people at any age it may 
be due to the “back to school” af-
fect- the return of structure and new 
routines after a summer of leisure, 
the purchase of fresh notebooks and 
supplies for new thoughts and ideas 
and the change of the weather.

FASHION
 However, for me, it’s mainly for 
fashion purposes! Wardrobe-wise 
it is a soft transition to fall, you start 
seeing fall items in the stores and it’s 
also the time when New York Fash-
ion Week is on everyone’s mind. 
You can’t help but to hear about 
the clothes, trends and happenings 
even if you are not a fan of fashion. 
If you are a fan, then I know I am not 
alone when I say that it’s an exciting 
time for your own personal style to 
shine in perfect weather - you bring 
out your longer sleeves, jackets and 
boots and gradually layer them with 
your summer pieces until the very 
last minute.
 The turn of each fashion season 
is never complete without feeling 
bombarded with thousands of arti-
cles on what the new runway trends 
are and how to wear them, but to 
me they never feel inclusive and are 
not very practical. Everybody can’t 
wear a full-on western look, the sci 
fi  silver pants suit, or the 80’s, power 
hour, cocktail mini dress (and not 
many of us want to) but, you can 
rock a cowboy boot, oversized silver 
jewelry and a bright jacket that have 
the same elements of style as the 
runway looks that are more suited 
for everyday wear. Anybody who 
wants to get involved with the trends 
can do so by updating their look with 
accessories...
 Accessories are the unsung he-
roes of any outfi t. They are the most 
inexpensive ways to dazzle any 

wardrobe and allow everyone to feel 
as trendy as they want without trying 
too hard. Imagine yourself dressed 
in a plain white t-shirt and a pair of 
jeans. Now add a pair of gold hoop 
earrings, a dainty gold necklace, 
an animal print tote bag and fi nish 
the look off with your favorite pair of 
ankle boots. You have just upgraded 
your outfi t by a thousand percent 
–behold, the power of accessories! 
 Do you want to stick your toe in 
the fall fashion trend pool without 
breaking the bank? Start here with 
my roundup of the most wearable 
fashion accessories trends for fall:
 Bags: This fall, bags range from 
small and ladylike to super-sized 
and masculine, and everything in 
between. A tote bag would look 
great with any print- animal, fl oral 
or graphic, and keep an eye out for 
purses with cool shapes, metallic 
finishes and color-block design. 
Handbags with texture, fringe or 
embellishments will look great with 
any outfi t that you put together.
 Shoes: Now is the time to wear 
your transitional footwear before the 
snow hits! Think suede sandals and 
heels, open toe booties and mules, 
and don’t be afraid to experiment 
with animal prints like cheetah, 
leopard and snake which will pair 
well with more outfi ts than you think. 
Boots are having a moment right 
now so look for ankle boots with 
buckles and metal hardware, com-
bat boots and even cowboy boots if 
your style is more alternative.
 Jewelry: We don’t have enough 
fun with jewelry these days, often 
fi nding pieces that we love and wear 
forever, which is fi ne but sometimes 
it can limit our style. These bold 
pieces can be dressed up or down if 
you keep an open mind. Large metal 
chokers look elegant with any type 

of evening wear but can also add 
magic to a simple black turtleneck as 
well. Chandelier earrings can make 
a little black dress look extravagant 
at any price point, but don’t hesitate 
to wear a pair with a denim jumpsuit. 
Finally, a cuff bracelet helps a boring 
shift dress pop, but will also look 
extremely stylish when worn over a 
long sleeve tee.
 Extras: Don’t forget about belts, 
thin or wide, plain or embellished, 
can all be used to cinch in an 
oversized sweater or to replace 
the standard fabric belt that came 
with your dress or trench coat. How 
about scarves - you can wrap a pat-
terned scarf around your bag, waist 
or neck, but the trendy way is to tie 
one around your ankle and jazz up 
a pair of black heels the next time 
you wear a dress. Jackets: look for 
textures like suede, satin, or lace, 
bold colors; bright blue, cherry red 
or pale pink, and embellishments; 
fringe, embroidery or sequins.
 Try a little, or try a lot, but at least 
try to update your fall wardrobe with 
one of these easy to wear trends. 
If you need help fi guring it all out, 
email me ladysilk@thehouseoffl y.
com and let’s chat about it! 

General Election voting information
 If you are not yet registered to 
vote and would like to vote in the 
November 6th General Election, 
you can still register to vote up until 
October 9th.  Voter registration forms 
are available at local Cleveland 
Public Library branches and at local 
high schools. You can also register 
online at the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections website at: boe.
cuyahogacounty.us, or call 216-443-
3298 to have a registration card 
mailed to you. To be eligible to vote 
you must be a United States Citizen 
age 18 or older and a resident of 
Ohio for at least 30 days. If you don’t 
have a computer, you can use your 
library card to access a computer at 
your local Cleveland Public Library. 
If you don’t have a library card, you 
can get one at the library – they are 
free.
 Early voting at the Board of Elec-
tions (2925 Euclid Avenue) and 
absentee voting for the General 
Election start on October 10th. 
 The General Election Ballot will 
feature candidates running for 
statewide offi ces, candidates for the 
State House and the State Senate, 
candidates for the United States 

House of Representatives, and 
candidates for the United States 
Senate. Several Cuyahoga County 
positions are being contested in this 
election including the Cuyahoga 
County Executive and several of the 
Cuyahoga County Council positions. 
In addition, the ballot will include 
judicial candidates for the Ohio 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals 
and Courts of Common Pleas. The 
ballot also includes one statewide 
issue and three Cuyahoga County 
Charter Amendments.
 To view and print out sample bal-
lot, look at the voter information you 
received in the mail for your ward 
number and precinct letter. Go the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions website at boe.cuyahogacoun-
ty.us. Click on View Ballots. Enter 
the city name, ward and precinct and 
you can view what is on the ballot in 
your precinct. The ballot is printed in 
both English and Spanish.
 A number of Voter Guide Web-
sites provide additional information 
on candidates and issues. Here are 
some choices: VOTE411.org; ballot-
pedia.org; Judge4Yourself.com; and 
Judicial Votes Count.

West 41st Street Bridge Closure set for October 1st
 On Monday, October 1, 2018, the Cuyahoga County Department of Public 
Works will close West 41st Street Bridge (No. 01.05) over Norfolk Southern 
Railroad and Train Avenue. The bridge is located about two-tenths of a mile 
north of Clark Avenue, between Richner Avenue and South Marginal Road. 
 The closure is required to perform necessary repairs to the bridge su-
perstructure including replacement of the bearing system. The bridge will 
remain closed for approximately t hree months. A detour will be posted.
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Saturday, September 8, 2018, NEO CYCLE, Edgewater Park:  Young people engage in a giant game of live 
foosball.

she says. “No councilman or other 
elected offi cial should dictate that 
and that’s what Zone is doing.” 
 It is partly how the Strategic Al-
liance came into being when Matt 
Zone turned Brindza’s approach to 
Detroit Shoreway about sharing staff 
into his dictate of an Alliance.  

 She reached out through Neigh-
borhood Progress Inc. (which be-
came Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress after a strategic planning 
process), to Detroit Shoreway, she 
says, about sharing staff in depart-
ments like Code Enforcement and 
Housing. She said that the sharing 
staff between the two organizations 
morphed into the Strategic Alliance 
at the edict of Matt Zone. 

 According to one of Detroit Shore-
way’s Board Members, Brindza stat-
ed, CNP informed Detroit Shoreway 
that there was the threat of being de-
funded unless they formed a merger 
or an alliance. Detroit Shoreway 
could have lost over $60,000 per 
year. 
 Jenny Spencer, Managing Direc-
tor of Detroit Shoreway informed 
Brindza when they met several 
years ago that more defunding 
could be happening, this time to both 
organizations, from Block Grants 
because of the Gordon Square Arts 
District. Brindza stated that she 
informed the board of Cudell Im-

provement of this. “The defunding,” 
she states, “would come because 
Matt Zone would give more of his 
discretionary funding to Gordon 
Square Arts District and less to the 
two CDCs.” 
 Once the discussions began how-
ever, it was Detroit Shoreway and 
not Cudell Improvement, she stated, 
that did not want to meet for a year 
regarding the Alliance because they 
were working on their Strategic Plan. 
Brindza states that all of this has led 
to trouble for Cudell.
 Jeff Ramsey said that he prom-
ised Councilwoman Dona Brady 
that he would make sure that Cu-
dell is no longer active on Lorain 

Avenue, Brindza stated. Which is 
the reason why Detroit Shoreway 
is recommending that the Cudell 
offi ce no longer remain on Lorain 
Avenue.  
 She also stated that Detroit 
Shoreway is receiving one million 
dollars from Westown, which is 
Brady’s CDC for working with them 
on the Variety Theater. In addition, 
she added, Detroit Shoreway is 
pushing Cudell into selling their real 
estate. 
 “This alliance is all about the 
money.” Brindza said. 
 Refl ecting on her last three to fi ve 
years with Cudell, Brindza states 
that while she was doing the duties 
of fi ve people and maintaining Cu-
dell’s commitment to service, she 
states that Zone has refused to allow 
Cudell to move initiatives forward. 
An example is Clifton Blvd.
 Zone has thwarted Cudell’s com-
mercial activities, for example, by 
suggesting in June 2017 that Cudell 
didn’t have the ability to manage 
a Special Improvement District 
for Clifton Blvd. for maintenance, 
marketing and security, she stated. 
“That was a total falsehood. Clifton 
Blvd. is a very strong commercial 
area and would benefi t from main-
tenance and marketing.” Instead, 
when she would bring it up to Zone, 
“he’d refuse to do it, stating it’s not 
the right time, etc.” 
 With a sad smile now on her face, 
she continues to refl ect back on her 
time at Cudell. She’s heartbroken 
--she’s stated that numerous times 
throughout the interview about how 
everything happened, and the lies 
and back alley deals that have led 
to this moment. She misses the 
people, but she knows that they 
will have their own initiative to rise 
above all this to keep their neighbor-
hood viable. 
 “I’m very honored to have served, 
and the goal has been service to the 
community,” she states proudly. “I 
want to help them if I can [because] 
it is a wonderful neighborhood that’s 
supportive and enthusiastic. I miss 
them.” It shows in just the way she 
speaks about the neighbors--ma-
ny of them friends she has made 
throughout the years. 
 But she leaves them all with this 
one parting thought-- “In the ab-
sence of strong leadership, there is 
chaos.”In her eyes, that is exactly 
what has happened when it comes 
down to this Strategic Alliance.
Editor’s Note: Per the terms of 
Ms. Brindza’s severance package, 
questions regarding Cudell Im-
provement’s Board of Directors as 
well as her departure from Cudell 
Improvement were not answered. 
The Plain Press would also like to 
note that reporter Victoria Shea is a 
member of Cudell Improvement and 
has been for the last eight years. 
She is also friends with Ms. Brindza.

STRATEGIC ALLIANCESTRATEGIC ALLIANCE
continued from page 3continued from page 3

Lincoln Heights Block Club 
residents challenge Cuyahoga 
County property appraisals
 Residents of the Lincoln Heights 
Block Club in the Tremont neigh-
borhood were alarmed at the huge 
increases in their property tax valu-
ations they received in the mail. In 
a letter to the editor “Property tax 
increases alarm Lincoln Heights 
Block Club residents – an appeal to 
Cuyahoga County and City repre-
sentatives for relief” published in the 
September issue of the Plain Press, 
Lincoln Heights Block Club Chair 
Henry Senyak described property 
owners in the neighborhood along 
the Scranton corridor. “Most proper-
ties have been in the same hands for 
generations. The property owners 
are mostly all working class, or living 
on small levels of retirements and 
fi xed incomes,” he said.
 Senyak attended the August 28th 
community meeting at Franklin Cir-

cle Church where Cuyahoga County 
Chief Fiscal Offi cer Dennis Kennedy 
and Cuyahoga County Director of 
Appraisals Dan Harbaugh explained 
the appraisal process, and how to 
challenge an individual appraisal.
 In the days following the meeting, 
Citizens United For Fairness and 
former Congresswoman Mary Rose 
Oakar announced that Cuyahoga 
County officials had met one of 
their demands. They had extended 
the deadline when taxpayers could 
refute the county’s appraisal of 
their property from August 31st to 
September 14th.  
 The second demand for accessi-
ble meetings in the neighborhood 
was not met. Oakar said, “getting ½ 
a loaf is helpful, but we still demand 
that the County meet with people 
continued on page 8continued on page 8
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FLEA MARKETS/RUMMAGE 
SALES/THRIFTS

ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE:  
W. 45th and Franklin, Clothing, 
bric-a-brac, household items and 
more. Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm 
(regular prices) First Saturday of 
Month 10 to noon store and Gym, 
Bargain Prices, Clothes $1.00 a 
bag. Third Saturday of Month 10 
to Noon Store only, All unmarked 
racked clothes $1.00 a bag.

FOR RENT
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
924-0429 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

SUBSCRIPTION TV
STREETS MOS SUBSCRIBE: 
STREETSMOSTV: YOUTUBE.
COM/STREETSMOSTV • Inter-
views • HoodNews • Music • Life-
style • 216-633-1078.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, September 2, 2018; Still & Eatery stage on Whiskey Island: 
Michael Francis plays the guitar and sings as the band, Custard Pie, 
entertains the crowd with some rock and roll music. 

attendees and fabulous raffl e prizes. 
Get a scoop of the women’s health 
topics you’ve been wondering about. 
Join with certifi ed nurse midwives to 
discuss: Health before, during and after 
pregnancy, contraception, how to care 
for your female body, and wellness. 
Sponsored by Molina Health Care and 
United Healthcare. For more information, 
contact Michelle Wilcox at 216-281-0872 
ext. 294.
KIDSHOP/TEEN SHOP: A program for 
children and teens who have an adult 
family member with cancer. Kid/Teen 
Shop brings families together using 
art, play and discussion to help cope 
with a cancer diagnosis. 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at The Gathering Place West, 
The Sandy Borelli Center, 25425 Center 
Ridge Road, Westlake. Program is free 
of charge, but advance registration is 
required. To register call 216-595-9546.
DO YOU WANT TO BECOME HEALTH 
AND LEAN IN 2018? Ask about the new 
Cleveland Department of Public Health’s 
Steps to a Healthier Weight Program, a 
free nutrition and exercise program for 
people 18 years of age and up with a 
BMI of 25 or above. Weekly session with 
a personal trainer on Wednesdays from 
4-5 pm. at Gunning Recreation Center, 
16700 Puritas Ave. To schedule an initial 
appointment at McCafferty Health Cen-
ter, 4242 Lorain Avenue, call Kathleen 
Koviak, RN at 216-4269 or email her at: 
kkoviak@city.cleveland.oh.us.
END CLINIC: End Nicotine Dependence: 
Ready to quit smoking? Join our commu-
nity and breathe easy. Join a research 
study with a group of other supportive 
smokers who also want to quit. Get up 
to 8 weeks of nicotine patches or gum 
at no cost. Get counseling on how to 
successfully quit smoking at no cost. 
Get paid for your time. Call now to join 
the END Clinic: 216-754-4226. Monday 
through Friday 9 am-5 p.m.
FLU SAFETY TALK: Cleveland Clinic 
offers a free fl u safety talk on Tuesday, 
October 2 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Es-
peranza, 3104 W. 25th Street.
LEAD SAFE LIVING – HEALTHY 
HOMES: Lead poisoning can harm 
your child. Lead poisoning can cause 
behavior and learning problems. By the 
time you notice, it may be too late. Get 
your child tested for lead. Protect kids 
– protect your investment. Resources 
available for eligible families: Free home 
lead inspection; free repair or removal of 
lead paint in your home; and free health 
related repair work. Call Lead Coordi-
nator Ms. Gibson of the Department of 
Community Development Lead Hazard 
Repair Grant Program at Community 
Housing Solutions for your application 
appointment today at 216-651-0077.
IMMUNIZATIONS FOR CHILDREN: 
Get immunizations at McCafferty Health 

Center, 4242 Lorain Avenue, at no cost 
to you. Times: Extended Hours in Octo-
ber:  Monday from 8 a.m. – Noon.; 1-4 
p.m.; Every 2nd and 4th Thursday from 
2-7 p.m. No appointment needed. Walk-
ins accepted on fi rst come, fi rst served 
basis. Bring shot record or letter for 
school and Medicaid card (if applicable). 
Vaccinations are available for children 
who are uninsured, underinsured, or 
who have Medicaid. For more informa-
tion call 664-4120 or visit the Cleveland 
Health Department website at: www.
clevelandhealth.org.

LABOR
CLEVELAND LABOR FEST: The La-
bor Education & Arts Project presents 
Eugene Victor Debs Centennial of the 
Canton Speech and the Cleveland Trial 
of Eugene V. Debs. Topic: Free Speech 
and the Right to Dissent. Friday, October 
5, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Cleveland Marshall 
College of Law, 1801 Euclid Avenue, 
Moot Courtroom, Room 101. Topic: 
Espionage Act of 1917 and the fi ght for 
free speech then and now. Saturday, 
October 6, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Cleveland 
Public Library, 525 Superior Ave, Louis 
Stokes Wing Auditorium. The Saturday 
session will include discussion about mil-
itarism and the drumbeat for endless war 
and the question of a political formation 
independent of the two-party system. 
Refreshments provided on Friday and 
a Luncheon on Saturday. For more 
information call Tom Sodders at 440-364-
2822 or newdeallaborart@gmail.com.
TRI-C HOSTS FORUM ON COMMUNI-
TY HEALTH WORKERS: October 11th 
event looks at how Community Health 
Workers can extend the reach of the pub-
lic health system. Free event includes 
a presentation on newly released fi nd-
ings from the 2018 Community Health 
Worker Statewide Assessment, a panel 
discussion and breakout sessions on in-
dustry issues. The forum runs from 7:30 
a.m. – 4 p.m. on October 11th at Tri-C’s 
Manufacturing Technology Center, 2415 
Woodland Avenue at the Metropolitan 
Campus. Lunch will be provided. To 
register, or for more information visit 
www.tri-c.edu/HISDevents, or call 216-
987-3171.

PARENTING
MOMS FIRST: A helping hand for your 
pregnancy and your baby. Are you Preg-
nant? Do you live in the city of Cleve-
land? MomsFirst can help you learn 
how to reduce the stress that comes with 
being pregnant and parenting; connect 
to resources for housing, education and 
health care; understand how to keep 
your baby safe; fi nd birth control options 
that work; set and achieve your goals 
before and after birth. Call 216-664-4194 
to connect to a MomsFirst provider in 
your area. www.momsfi rst.org.

POLITICAL ACTION
LIFELINE PROGRAM: The Lifeline 
program helps millions of people living 

below the poverty line access telephone 
and internet services. Lifeline subscrib-
ers are speaking out about the impor-
tance of the program and affordable 
access and against FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai’s efforts to gut the subsidy program. 
The Free Press Action Fund urges 
supporters of the Lifeline program to 
call the FCC at 202-8041389 to tell the 
commissioners to abandon their plan to 
roll back the program.
WESTSIDE HOMELESS CONGRESS: 
Make your voice heard each 2nd Tuesday 
of the month at 1 p.m. at the Catholic 
Worker Storefront, 4241 Lorain Avenue. 
The homeless congress is made up 
of unhoused/homeless residents that 
come together to solve local problems 
in the homeless community. Questions: 
Call the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless (NEOCH) at 216-432-0540 or 
email: advocacy-coordinator@neoch.
org. A limited number of bus tickets will 
be given out to participants at the end of 
the meeting. Sponsored by NEOCH and 
The Catholic Worker Community.
CHALLENGING GERRYMANDERING, 
THE PURGE AND MORE: A panel 
discussion on voting rights. Thursday, 
October 4. Doors open at 6 p.m. Pro-
gram runs 7-8:30 p.m. Market Garden 
Brewery, lower level room, 1947 W. 25th. 
Sponsored by the ACLU Ohio, League 
of Women Voters of Ohio and the Ohio 
A. Philip Randolph Institute.

VOLUNTEERS
CASA of Cuyahoga County, a program of 
Child and Family Advocates of Cuyahoga 
County, needs volunteers to advocate for 
children who have been neglected and 
abused. CASAs are everyday citizens 
who are appointed by the Court to ad-
vocate for the safety and well-being of 
children and represent the children’s best 
interests. CASAs are trained to investi-
gate, facilitate, advocate, and monitor 
one or two cases at a time to help the 
Court make the best decision for a safe, 
caring, and permanent home for children 
involved in the juvenile justice and child 
welfare systems. Those interested in 
becoming a CASA, please visit cfadvo-
cates.org or call 216.443.3377 for more 
information.
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS: Warm Up 
Cleveland and the Cleveland Public 
Library are seeking donations of hand-
made items to help our neighbors in 
need: hats, scarves, cowls, mittens, 
cloves, handwarmers, headbands, 
socks, slippers, sweaters, shawls, 
blankets, afghans, quilts, stuffed toys, 
baby clothes, baby bootees, and baby 
blankets. All sizes needed: infants to 
adults. Drop off completed items, yarn 
or supplies year-round at any Cleve-
land Public Library location. Donations 
of washable yarn, knitting needles and 
crochet hooks are very much appreci-
ated. Busy knitters and crocheters will 
turn your unwanted yarn into fi nished 
objects. All items are distributed to local 
charities. Join the group at: www.ravelry.
com/groups/warm-up-cleveland. For 
more information contact Outreach and 
Programming Services at 216-623-2921 

or visit: www.cpl.org.
NORTHEAST OHIO COALITION FOR 
THE HOMELESS (NEOCH): works to 
organize and empower homeless and 
at-risk men, women and children to 
break the cycle of poverty through public 
education, advocacy and the creation of 
nurturing environments. If you would like 
to fi nd out more, or help, visit NEOCH at 
www.neoch.org .

YOUTH 
CHECK OUT 216TEENS.ORG 
for information on puberty, STDS, 
pregnancy prevention and relationships. 
216TEENS is the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Health’s campaign to prevent 
teen pregnancy and STDS. 
TEEN SUICIDE: LEARN THE 
WARNING SIGNS AND RISK 

FACTORS that may contribute to 
youth suicide by using the free online 
staff development (in-service) training 
for teachers and others who work 
and interact with youth on suicide 
awareness and prevention. The online 
staff development trainings offered 
by The Jason Foundation introduce 
the scope and magnitude of the 
problem of youth suicide on both the 
national and state level. It discusses 
the educator’s relationship that allows 
them to recognize when the youth 
are struggling or changing and how 
to respond. For more information and 
a list of the warning signs and risk 
factors that can elevate the possibility 
of suicidal ideations visit The Jason 
Foundation at:  www.jasonfoundation.
com. 

Hear some neighborhood news?Hear some neighborhood news?
Send an email to the Plain Press at : plainpress@gmail.comSend an email to the Plain Press at : plainpress@gmail.com

or call 216-621-3060.or call 216-621-3060.
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           PHOTOS BY MICHAEL OAKAR
Saturday, September 8, 2018, NEOCYCLE, Edgewater Park: This dog 
is one of the competitors in the Ultimate Air Dogs’ dock jumping 
competition at a pool provided by the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District. The contest measures the length of each dog’s jump.

NEOCYCLE, the nation’s larg-
est Urban Cycling event, held at 
Edgewater Park on the weekend of 
September 7th through 9th, offered 
a great deal of entertainment for 
visitors. One of the more exciting 
competitive events was the Ultimate 
Air Dogs’ dock jumping competition 
held at a dock and pool provided by 
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District.

Dogs and their owners came from 
near and far came to compete in 
the competition. The competition 
involves dogs jumping through the 
air and into the water to retrieve 
an object thrown from the dock. 
The length of each dog’s jump is 
measured, and dogs receive certif-
icates categorizing them based on 
the length of their jump. Categories 
include: Novice, Junior, Senior, Se-
nior Elite, Master, Master Elite and 
Ultimate. The dogs with the longest 
jumps are in the Ultimate category.

In the fi nal competition, the dog 
with the longest jump of the day, 
and winner of the Ultimate fi nals 
was Storie, an eight-year-old female 
owned by Ronalee & JD McNight of 
West Milton, Ohio. Storie’s longest 
jump was 28 feet 4 inches.  Coming 
in second in the Ultimate fi nals was 
Scout, a four-year-old male owned 

Dogs compete in Ultimate Air Dogs’ dock jumping competition at Edgewater Park

by Diane Lange of Broadview Bys, 
Ohio. Scout’s longest jump was 24 
feet, eight inches.

The winner of the Master Elite 
finals was Edge, a four-year-old 
male owned by Susanne Sparano of 
Jacksonville, Florida. Edge’s longest 
jump was 24 feet, 3”.

Sequel, an eleven-month-old 
female owned by Ronalee & JD 
McNight won the Master fi nals with 
a 23-foot jump. Coming in second in 
the Master fi nals was Nyla, a three-
year-old female, owned by Michael 
Spayde of Sunfi eld, Michigan. Nyla’s 
longest jump was 20 feet, 2 inches.

For more information about Ulti-
mate Air Dogs, or to register a dog 
to compete in one of their compet-
itive events visit their website at: 
ultimateairdogs.com.

Construction Commission showed 
that since the passage of the fi rst 
bond issue in 2001, fi fty buildings 
have been constructed or rehabbed 
or are being worked on now with a 
total cost of $1.016 billion dollars. 
The State of Ohio paid 68% of that 
cost for Segments one through sev-
en. In addition to the 68% cost, the 
state chipped in an average of 10% 
more per segment for segments 
1 through 6 for a total of $101.5 
million to compensate CMSD for 
market conditions in Cleveland 
(higher costs).  Another $3.25 million 
was given to Cleveland following 
negotiations on the extra costs for 
Segment 7 that is currently under 
construction. In the early years of 
the program (Segments 1 and 2), 
the State of Ohio also contributed 
$55.4 million to make existing 
schools Warm Safe and Dry.
 Given the dispute with the State 
of Ohio and the limited funds for 
Locally Funded Initiatives, there 
was some discussion as to whether 
CMSD would have enough resourc-
es to fund the additional 13 schools 
planned for Segments 8 and 9 of the 
CMSD Schools Facilities Plan. That 
question resonated with those in at-
tendance, most of whom had a stake 
in the future of Tremont Montessori 
School which is in Segment 9 of 
the School Facilities Plan. Director 
Hara Auvil said, there probably are 
not enough dollars left to complete 
all 13 schools in Segments 8 and 9 
of the Facilities Plan. Maybe, not all 
13 schools should be built, she sug-
gested, given the district’s current 
population. 
 Because of the population of 

Tremont Montessori School, Direc-
tor Hara Auvil suggested it factored 
well as to its chances of getting 
funded. A grandparent of a child 
at Tremont Montessori School ex-
pressed concern that CMSD wanted 
to eliminate Tremont Montessori 
because it was not a neighborhood 
school and the high cost to the dis-
trict of busing students from around 
the whole city to the magnet ele-
mentary school. She also wondered 
why CMSD had not make promised 
repairs to the school and if money 
earmarked for the school for repairs 
was going to fund some of the elitist 
schools in the district.
 Director Hara Auvil said that the 
Bond Accountability Commission 
had compiled a report of spending 
of Locally Funded Initiative dollars 
by neighborhood from the beginning 
of 2017 to the present. She said 
the report is available on the Bond 
Accountability Commission website 
at www.bondaccountability.org.
 Some discussion followed with 
the Tremont Montessori Principal 
wondering who the decision mak-
ers were and what it would take for 
Tremont Montessori School to get 
moved from the back of the line to 
the front in terms of when the new 
school would be built. She asked 
about the possibility of Tremont 
Montessori School raising some of 
its own money to help with the extras 
in the new school.
 There were questions about the 
budgeting of Locally Funded Initia-
tives (LFI) if the Tremont Montessori 
wanted to put in extras not funded 
by the State of Ohio. The question 

was raised as to how many LFI 
dollars are going into the Campus 
International School in downtown 
Cleveland. Director Hara Auvil said 
she is monitoring that construction 
project and will have answers when 
the books are closed on that con-
struction project.
 CMSD representative David Riley, 
in attendance at the meeting, ex-
plained the fi nancing of the LFI. He 
said the $80 million in the fund is all 
there is to spend on local initiatives. 
He explained that CMSD borrowed 
money against future revenue pro-

jected from property taxes approved 
by voters. Thus, the district already 
has its money, and when the taxes 
come in each year, they are dedicat-
ed to paying back the bond issue.
 At the closing of the meeting the 

Bond Accountability Commission 
discussed plans to hold its Novem-
ber 27th meeting at Max Hayes High 
School and have a discussion of a 
report on the CMSD’s Workforce 
Inclusion for construction projects.

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTIONSCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
continued from page onecontinued from page one

in their neighborhoods. There are 
many problems with these apprais-
als, and we will continue to make 
sure that the County is accurate, fair 
and transparent.”
 Members of the Lincoln Heights 
Block Club did take advantage of 
the additional information provided 
at the Franklin Circle Church meet-
ing and the extended deadline. 
Block Club Chairperson Senyak 
reported that the appraisal issue 
was discussed in detail at the block 
club’s September 10th meeting. 
Senyak said, “I think about two 
dozen people contacted the County 

TAX APPRAISAL CHALLENGETAX APPRAISAL CHALLENGE
to request Informal Appeals just in 
Lincoln Heights. Several neighbors 
did get comparables on how they 
(Cuyahoga County) arrived at the 
increase.”
 While Cuyahoga County offi cials 
reported at the Franklin Circle meet-
ing that appraisals did not compare 
older homes that have not been 
totally rehabilitated with substantial-
ly-rehabilitated homes, Senyak said 
this was not the case in the Lincoln 
Heights neighborhood. He said, 
“It was clear that almost everyone 
had the same totally rehabbed and 
fl ipped homes for big money as a 
comparable.”

continued from page 6continued from page 6

Visit the Plain Press website at:Visit the Plain Press website at:
www.plainpress.orgwww.plainpress.org

PLAIN PRESSPLAIN PRESS
For information about advertisingFor information about advertising

send an email to Ed Tishel send an email to Ed Tishel 
at plainpressads@yahoo.comat plainpressads@yahoo.com

or call 216-621-3060or call 216-621-3060


