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PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Veterans Administration Tran-
sitional Residency, W. 94th & Lorain Avenue: Linda Zimmerer, 
age 81, a 24-year member of the American Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary Clifton Post 421 in Fairview Park, holds up some 
of the Afghans that American Legion Auxiliary members 
knitted for veterans in the Transitional Residency program.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: Art Acts 
Production’s wandering performers, (L-R) Adrianna Milton and Kenya 
Woods, take the form of a pair of birds in fl ight.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square, Brewnuts, 
6501 Detroit Avenue: Joe Fasulko serves up beer-infused donuts to 
visitors to the Wintertide festival. Brewnuts also was the headquarters 
for distributing free kids’ activity kits beginning December 5. The kits 
included written and video instructions for guided, interactive crafts 
and games with Talespinner Children’s Theatre. Fasulko estimated 
that Brewnuts distributed over 30 kits.

         PHOTO COURTESY OF BOEHNLEIN FAMILY
Cindy Boehnlein, 1st Vice President of American Legion Ladies Auxiliary, Clifton Post 421, rode her bicycle 
1,100 miles in a hundred days, raising $1,100 dollars from sponsors for the benefi t of veterans living at 
the Veterans Administration Transitional Residency at W. 94th and Lorain Avenue.

Lead Safe Resource Center and Home Fund launches
by Rachel Dissell
 Cleveland residents will have access 
to a new resource center and hotline 
dedicated to helping parents and prop-
erty owners reduce the chances of lead 
poisoning by making homes in the city 
lead safe.
 The Lead Safe Resource Center and 
Home Fund fulfill, in part, a public 
pledge that the passage of historic leg-
islation in July 2019 made. The promise 
was that there would be ample resources 
for families and for landlords who will 
have to comply with the city’s lead-safe 
certifi cate law starting in 2021. 

 Lead is a toxin that, if ingested by 
children, can damage their developing 
brains and cause lifelong health, behav-
ior and learning issues.
 Research from Case Western Reserve 
University published this summer found 
that exposure to high levels of lead 
at a young age greatly increased the 
chances of Cleveland school children 
following a poisoning-to-prison path of 
school struggles, juvenile crime, adult 
incarceration and homelessness.
 In 2019, the Ohio Department of 
Health recorded more than 1,000 
Cleveland children with levels of lead 

in their blood requiring a public health 
response.
 In addition to a hotline, the resource 
center includes a staff of community 
outreach specialists and access to a set 
of available grants, loans and incentives 
to help landlords hire inspectors and do 
work to eliminate hazards in homes, in-
cluding painting or replacing windows 
or doors. It also will train tenants and 
landlords on how to reduce hazards and 
protect children from exposure and train 
people to become part of the workforce 
that will be needed to inspect thousands 
continued on page 6continued on page 6

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 421 First 
Vice President Cindy Boehnlein gets on 
her bike to raise funds for local veterans
 COVID-19 has made it diffi cult for 
the American Legion Auxiliary to hold 
their traditional fundraisers this year, so 
when Cindy Boehnlein learned about 
the “Hundred Miles for Hope” fund-
raising campaign proposed by American 
Legion National Commander Bill Ox-
ford to raise funds for the Veteran and 
Children’s Foundation, she was eager 
to give it a try.
 Cindy Boehnlein, First Vice Presi-
dent of the American Legion Auxiliary 
Clifton Unit 421 in Fairview Park, rode 
1,100 miles in 12 weeks in the Cleve-
land Metroparks to raise funds for local 
veterans.
 The American Legion National 
Campaign, as Boehnlein describes it, 
“ran from August 3rd to November 11th 
(Veteran’s Day). The object was to get 
members out and improve their health 
and at the same time raise funds for the 
Foundation.  The fee to participate was 
$30.00 which covered the sports shirt 
and $15 of it to the Foundation.”
 “When National Commander Bill 
Oxford started this campaign, I jumped 
at the chance to do this.  I felt I could 
accomplish this easily as I used to 
cycle long distances and my age, 65, It 

shouldn’t be a factor in getting to 100 
miles, as I had 100 days to do this,” said 
Boehnlein.
 In addition to sending the $30.00 
fee to join in the “Hundred Miles for 
Hope” challenge, Boehnlein decided 
to use this as an opportunity to raise 
funds for local veterans including the 
Transitional Residency Program at W. 
94th and Lorain Avenue.
 “I obtained sponsors and my husband 
tuned up my road bike.  100 miles turned 
into 200, till I reached 1,100 miles in 12 
weeks of riding throughout the Cleve-
land Metroparks!  Friends and family 
sponsored me for the American Legion 
Family charities for $1,100.00.  These 
funds are being put to good use for the 
Louis Stokes Cleveland VA programs 
and our local veterans and military 
families,” she said.
 Beohnlein says she initially told 
friends and family she would ride 500 
miles and they sponsored her for small 
amounts per mile, like 25¢ a mile. Using 
her GPS on her fi t bit to keep track of 
miles, Beohnlein says she rode in the 
Metroparks on days when it wasn’t 
continued on page 3continued on page 3

Next Gen RTA Committee recommends route changes 
to the Regional Transit Authority Board of Trustees
by Bruce Checefsky
 Joel Freilich, Director of Service 
Management, Greater Cleveland 
Regional Transit Authority (RTA), 
reminded board members at the RTA 
Board & Next Gen RTA Committee 

meeting on December 15th that 
working closely with Jarrett Walker 
& Associates and local stakeholders, 
the public had spoken, and he listened. 
Priority trips to work, education, and 
health care topped the list of needs. The 

public asked for more frequent service 
all day and more direct transportation 
with fewer transfers needed between 
city areas and the suburbs. 
 “We conducted a large public 
involvement process in person and 
virtually in 2019 and did a follow-
up public engagement in 2020,” said 
Freilich. “We listened.”
 The NEXT GEN RTA website and 
comment portal went live between 
mid-October and late November 2020 
under his direction, in an effort to 
enhance public engagement with the 
process. Five virtual public hearings 
were held on Facebook. Jarrett Walker 
& Associates reached out to individual 
residents, community leaders and 
advocates early in the process, 
according to Freilich. The Cuyahoga 
County Suburban Mayors and City 
Managers Association, suburban 
mayors and Cleveland City Council 
Transportation Committee were 
among the groups contacted.  
continued on page 4continued on page 4
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: Art Acts 
Production’s wandering performers move amongst the festival crowd 
along Detroit Avenue as a pair of birds.

ADVOCACY
COLLABORATIVE TO END HU-
MAN TRAFFICKING urges victims 
of human traffi cking to seek help 
and support. Skilled individuals are 
on hand to listen, answer questions 
and provide support to victims at 
the following hotlines: Cuyahoga 
County Regional Human Traffi cking 
Task Force Hotline: 216-443-6085; 
Northeast Ohio Sex Trafficking 
Advocacy and Recovery Project 
(Project STAR) Hotline: 1-855-431-
7827; Northeast Ohio Minors can 
call Bellefaire JCB Homeless and 
Missing Youth Hotline at 216-570-
8010. Support is also available for 
those who suspect they may have 
encountered a traffi cking situation 
and have questions about what they 
have seen.
MUTUAL AID 101 TOOL KIT: A dis-
cussion between Congresswoman 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and orga-
nizer Mariame Kaba resulted in the 
creation of a response to COVID-19 
based on community building and 
resource sharing – “Mutual Aid” 
– “cooperation for the sake of the 
common good”. Download a copy 
of the tool kit at cdn.cosmicjs.com.

STUDENTS FOR GUN LEG-
ISLATION is a national 501(c)4 
Non-Profi t committed to reducing 
and ultimately ending gun violence. 
If you’re interested in signing up to 
join our newsletter and email list, 
please use this form! https://forms.
gle/SDcWQBwUMrgxPnJx6
CLEVELAND PEACE ACTION: 
Please join us on January 12, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. for Peace@ThePub 
HOME “Prospects for Peace 
Under a Biden Administration” 
Details about this and other 
coming events available at www.
peaceactioncleveland.org

ARTS
TRI-C JAZZFEST FACEBOOK 
PAGE in collaboration with Jazz at 
Lincoln Center will livestream Clif-
ford Brown at 90: Brownie Speaks 
on January 6th at 7:30 p.m. in cele-
bration of the late jazz trumpeter’s 
90th birthday. Free concert. Dona-
tions accepted.

ASSISTANCE
MERRICK HOUSE has Prevention, 
Retention and Contingency (PRC) 
funding available to assist anyone 
with rent or utility payments. Pay-
ments are limited to $125.00 per 

household and will be paid directly to 
the vendor. Interested parties should 
call Merrick House at 216-771-5077 
for an application.

COVID-19
COVID-19 AND POVERTY MEMO-
RIAL WALL: A collective place to 
mourn and remember friends, family 
and community members who have 
died due to COVID-19 Pandemic 
and poverty. To view the site or 
submit a memorial go to: www.me-
morial.poorpeoplescampaign.org.
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH:
For specif ic questions about 
COVID-19, the vaccine, and addi-
tional information and resources, 
use the Ohio Department of Health’s 
call center. Call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH 
(1-833-427-5634), or visit coronavi-
rus.ohio.gov.
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DE-
VELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
(DODD) COVID19 GUIDANCE: 
This reorganized webpage contains 
updated DODD Guidance and re-
sources to help inform people with 
disabilities, their families, service 
providers, direct support profession-
als, county boards of developmental 
disabilities, and the community 
at large on information related to 
COVID-19. Visit dodd.ohio.gov or 
call 1-800-617-6733.
DETROIT SHOREWAY RESOURC-
ES DURING CORONAVIRUS: 
Contact DSCDO specialist for help 
fi nding and applying for rental as-
sistance, food, health, or utility re-
esources. Call 216-961-4242 x243 
or email intern@dscdo.org.
CUYAHOGA COUNTY STAY AT 
HOME ADVISORY encourages res-
idents to stay home to the greatest 
extent possible thru January 15th 
due to the rapid rise of COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations in the 
state. Residents are advised to only 
leave their home to go to work or 
school, or for essential needs such 
as seeking medical care, purchasing 
essential items from a grocery store 
or pharmacy, picking up prepared 
food, or receiving deliveries. Addi-
tionally, residents are strongly ad-
vised to avoid traveling in and out of 
the State of Ohio and to forgo having 
guests in their homes or residences 
during the upcoming holiday.
WEBSITES WITH INFORMATION 
ON COVID-19: CDC: www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus.Ohio Department 
of Health: https://coronavirus.ohio.
gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/Cleve-
land Health Department: http://
www.clevelandhealth.org/
COVID-19 TESTING SITE: Testing 
for those with COVID-19 symptoms 
or who have been exposed to some-
one with COVID-19 is available at 
Neighborhood Family Practice: W. 
117 Community Health Center – 
11709 Lorain Ave. By appointment 
only. Tests are available regardless 
of one’s ability to pay. Call (216) 281-
0872 for information or to schedule 
an appointment. Results are back in 
one to three days.
CODE RED: Sign up for CodeRED 
alerts to receive calls and emails 
with important info regarding the 
coronavirus. To sign up online, vis-
it https://bit.ly/CLECodeRED, get 
mobile alerts by downloading the 
CodeRED app via the Apple or Goo-
gle Play stores. Seniors who need 
assistance signing up are welcome 
to call the Department of Aging at 

(216) 664-4383 for periodic phone 
call messaging.
CLEVELAND MANDATES: Cleve-
land City Council approved the 
mandatory use of masks in public 
spaces as well as certain penalties 
for individuals and businesses that 
do not comply. On July 3, Mayor 
Jackson signed an amended order 
mandating the use of masks in 
public in the City of Cleveland to 
slow the spread of the highly con-
tagious coronavirus. This includes 
mandatory use in bars, restaurants, 
shared offi ce settings, rideshares 
and other shared spaces. Any busi-
ness or person violating the mask or 
safe-seating order (which maintains 
social distancing of at least six feet 
between patrons) is subject to civil 
penalties. Any business in the City 
of Cleveland with an employee who 
becomes ill with the coronavirus is 
required to immediately disinfect 
and sanitize the premises. Busi-
ness complaints: CDPH hotline at 
(216) 857-7165. Individual or pri-
vate residence complaints: Cleve-
land Police non-emergency line at 
(216) 621-1234

EDUCATION
CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT will continue 
remote learning for most students 
for the remainder of the second 
quarter which ends on January 
22nd. Additional information about 
the third quarter will be forthcoming 
in early January. The student meal 
pickup plans will continue during 
remote learning.
CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE is offering Cuyahoga County 
residents who have experienced 
fi nancial hardship due to the pan-
demic free tuition for one year. For 
more information or to download the 
tuition assistance application visit 
www.tri-c.edu.

ENERGY PROGRAMS
ENERGY SHARE is an energy 
assistance program that helps pay 
the gas bills of Dominion East Ohio 
customers facing fi nancial hardship 
due to unemployment or family 
crisis. During the 2020-21 heating 
season applications will be accepted 
until May 31st or until funds run out. 
Those who qualify for assistance 
can receive up to $800 in assis-
tance applied to paying their gas 
bill. Individuals and families making 
up to 300% of the federal poverty 
level qualify for assistance. Contact 
your local Salvation Army for more 
information and to see if you qualify 
for assistance. Salvation Army Ohio 
City Post, 4402 Clark Avenue, can 
be reached at 216-631-1515 or 
visit www.salvationarmyohio.org/
ohiocity.

FOOD
CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT(CMSD) is 
providing grab and go meals to 
Cleveland children ages 18 or 
younger. Option One: Grab and 
Go meals at all K-8 school sites on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays from 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. On 
Tuesdays meals may be picked up 
for Tuesday and Wednesday. Option 
Two: Grab and Go meals at CMSD 
High Schools for once a week pick 
up every Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Students, parents or care-
givers can go to the school building 
closest to their home.

PLAIN PRESS
THE PLAIN PRESS 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY COMMUNITY GUIDE will be 
published in our March issue. The 
guide lists the names and phone 
numbers of nonprofi t organizations 
that serve the community. Nonprofi t 
organizations that have changed 
their name or phone number should 
call the Plain Press at 216-621-3060 
or email the Plain Press at plain-
press@gmail.com to update their 
free listing.

RECREATION
CLEVELAND METROPARKS has a 
new guide to explore all 18 park res-
ervations, Pathfi nder, Powered by 
PNC. The guide can be downloaded 
at: www.clevelandmetroparks.com/
pathfi nder.

SPORTS
TRI-LEAGUE LITTLE LEAGUE an-
nounces FREE Registration oppor-
tunity for 2021 season! The T-Mobile 
Little League Call Up Grant Program 
is committed to helping families in 
need by covering registration fees 
associated with Tri-League Little 
League programs so that every kid 
has the chance to play. This program 
is available to families in need who 
can present verifi cations, such as 
a Free/Reduced Lunch Verifi cation 
letter, SNAP, WIC, Foster Child Pa-
perwork, or Enrollment in Medicaid 
or State Health Plans. For more 
information on how to determine 
if your family is eligible, as well as 
information on how to apply, visit Lit-
tleLeague.org/CallUpGrant. When 
applying you will be asked the cost 
of registrations for our programs, 
please enter $60.00. For more in-
formation contact: Cedric Gaddis, 
Marketing Director Tri-League Little 
League Offi ce: 216-476-8456; Cell: 
440-309-7325; E-mail: cedricgad-
dis@trileaguelittleleague.org; Web-
site: www.trileaguelittleleague.org
GIRLS ON THE RUN NORTHEAST 
OHIO: Girls on the Run Northeast 
Ohio, a nonprofit organization, 
serves 3rd – 8th grade girls, providing 
a sense of belonging, opportunities for 
building friendships and programs that 
improve their overall health and well-
ness. Inspiring girls to be joyful, healthy 
and confident through a fun, experi-
enced-based curriculum that creatively 
integrates running, Girls on the Run 
Northeast Ohio offers programming at 
more than 100 sites across Northeast 
Ohio. For more information visit girlson-
therun.org or call 1-800-901-9965.

TRAFFIC ALERTS
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION: For more detailed 
traffi c information, and to get per-
sonalized traffic alerts for your 
commute, download the OHGO app 
or visit OHGO.com.

UTILITIES
CLEVELAND PUBLIC POWER: To 
report a home or business power out-
age call: 216-664-3156. To report a 
Streetlight outage: Call 216-664-5483. 
To make an online report visit: www.cpp.
org/Contact.
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Veterans Administration Transitional 
Residency, W. 94th & Lorain Avenue: (L-R) American Legion Ladies 
Auxiliary Clifton Post 421 Member Linda Zimmerer, VA Transitional 
Residency Manager Bob Darby, and 1st Vice President of American 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary Clifton Post 421 Cindy Boehnlein.

raining – usually 12 to 32 miles a day. 
She said the fi rst two weeks her legs 
were sore. As she kept riding, 100 miles 
turned into 200 and she was up to 1,100 
miles by Veterans Day. Beohnlein said 
she only charged her sponsors for the 
agreed upon fi rst 500 miles, and in all 
the effort raised $1,100 for local veter-
ans.
 Beohnlein says her father, her hus-
band and her son all served in the mil-
itary. Part of her motivation in raising 
money for local veterans comes from 
a personal story of how the Virginia 
American Legion came to the aid of her 
son’s daughter when she needed back 
surgery. Beohnlein says this made her 
more aware of the help the American 
Legion can provide to veterans and 
their families and raised in her a desire 
to contribute.
 Speaking of the role of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Beohnlein said she 
has been a member for 17 years.  “We 
are a Veteran family.  Our mission is in 
the spirit of “Service, not Self”, and we 
honor the sacrifi ce of those who serve 

by enhancing the lives of our veterans, 
military, and their families, both at home 
and abroad.  We also advocate for veter-
ans on Capital Hill, educate our citizens, 
mentor youth and promote patriotism, 
good citizenship, peace and security.”
 Following the successful fundraising, 
Beohnlein joined with American Legion 
Auxiliary Clifton Unit 421 member 
Linda Zimmerer to deliver donations 
and gifts to Bob Darby, Director of the 
Veteran Administration’s Transitional 
Residency Program at W. 94th and Lo-
rain Avenue. Darby says the program 
provides housing for 25 veterans who 
stay about nine months while they work 
on gaining employment, recovery, and 
saving toward getting housing of their 
own.

 Zimmerer, age 81, who worked to 
coordinate the gift purchases for the 
veterans, also brought along Afghans 
made by Auxiliary members for the 
veterans. Zimmerer, a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary for 24 
years, says she served as treasurer of 
Clifton Unit 421 in Fairview Park for 
23 years. She noted the importance of 
the funds raised by Boehnlein this year, 
saying the American Legion was unable 
to do their traditional sales of poppies 
for Memorial Day this year because of 
COVID-19 concerns. Boehnlein added 
that several pancake-breakfasts the 
American Legion Auxiliary hosted this 
year were also poorly attended, despite 
their efforts to create a safe environment 
for the events.

AMERICAN LEGIONAMERICAN LEGION
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Black Lives Matter in Cuyahoga County speaks 
out about lead-poisoning of children in Cleveland
To the editor: 
 In March of 2021, a law will go into 
effect requiring landlords who own 
rental properties in the city of Cleveland 
to certify that those properties are lead 
safe. The law is necessary because some 
landlords and realtor associations are 
willing to allow families to rent lead 
toxic properties rather than investing a 
few dollars in lead safety. March 2021 is 
approaching fast. We must stay engaged 
in order to hold slum landlords account-
able and protect our children.  It’s time 
to stand up and protect their children!

LETTER
 On average, four children in the city 
of Cleveland, Ohio are diagnosed with 
lead poisoning every day. Childhood 
lead poisoning causes health, learn-
ing and behavioral defi cits. In adults, 
childhood lead exposure can result in 
kidney problems, high blood-pressure, 
and heart attacks.
 According to a study conducted by 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee, victims of childhood lead poisoning 
are signifi cantly more likely to harm 
their neighbors with gun violence. 
Victims of childhood lead poisoning 
are also signifi cantly more likely to fall 
victim to gun violence.
 In the effort to uplift and revitalize 
Cleveland neighborhoods, addressing 
the current childhood lead poisoning 
epidemic will be a critical part of the 
equation.  
 Imagine a future with less suffering, 
fewer tax dollars wasted, less gun vio-
lence.
 Imagine how much happier we would 
all be if landlords and realty associations 
would adhere to the laws of common 
decency; instead of using financial 

incentives - in the form of campaign 
donations - to derail the efforts of lead 
safe housing advocates.
 If you have questions about lead-poi-
soning or problems with your landlord, 
please do not hesitate to T-E-X-T your 
fi rst name, last name, phone number and 
question to BLACK LIVES MATTER in 
Cuyahoga County at 440-915-8998.
Jeff Mixon, President
Black Lives Matter in Cuyahoga County

Cleveland City Council issues statement about 
group attacking Cleveland Public Power
 On Christmas Eve 2020, Cleveland 
City Council released the following 
statement about Consumers Against De-
ceptive Fees, a group that did a number 
of mailings to Cleveland residents this 
past year:

Recent tax fi lings from the dark mon-
ey group Partners for Progress clearly 
establish that dark money interests that 
funded the HB 6 bribery and corruption 
scandal also funded another dark mon-
ey group, Consumers Against Deceptive 
Fees, in an attempt to destabilize Cleve-
land Public Power(CPP).
 Consumers Against Deceptive Fees 
received $200,000 from an organization 
called Partners for Progress. A federal 
affi davit fi led states that Company A (of-
fi cials say resembles FirstEnergy) had 
given Partners for Progress $20 million 
in 2019. Partners was organized as a 
“social welfare” nonprofi t. Such groups 
are called “dark money” entities be-
cause they are not required to disclose 

their donors.
 “This is a serious development,” said 
Council President Kevin Kelley. “This 
fi ling confi rms that Consumers Against 
Deceptive Fees received dark money 
and its intent was to attack our publicly 
owned utility.”
 Earlier this year council passed a 
resolution (605-2020) to investigate, 
including subpoenaing organizations, 
any link between the dark money groups 
named in the indictments involved in 
the HB 6 corruption probe as those 
actions relate to and impact the city of 
Cleveland.
 “My belief that there was an outside 
attempt to destabilize Cleveland Pub-
lic Power proves correct,” Council 
President Kelley said. 
 The resolution stated that “Council 
has reason to believe that Company 
A has other long-term public policy 
goals specifi c to the City of Cleveland: 
to restrict or destroy Cleveland Public 

Power and to infl uence or control the 
City’s legislative body as well as its 
executive branch.”
 The myriad of dark money groups 
funded by Company A and who re-
ceived that funding is still being in-
vestigated. But Consumers Against 
Deceptive Fees specifically worked 
against the interests of CPP. And though 
its website and Facebook pages are 
deactivated, they worked against the 
Icebreaker Wind Project – wind turbines 
in Lake Erie – that will generate power 
CPP has committed to purchasing.
 That same sentiment was held by 
Sam Randazzo, former chairman of the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
and chairman of the Ohio Power Siting 
Board which initially killed the Ice-
breaker project before reversing itself 
and before Randazzo resigned after the 
FBI raided his house. At about the same 
time FirstEnergy reported that former 
company executives made an improper 
payment of $4 million to an entity as-
sociated with an unnamed person who 
subsequently was hired by the state to 
regulate utilities. Randazzo did work 
for FirstEnergy Solutions, then a 
FirstEnergy subsidiary before he 
was appointed by Gov. DeWine.
 “We will continue our investiga-
tions,” Council President Kelley said. 
“We know Consumers Against Decep-
tive Fees received other money based 
on tax paperwork it fi led.”

COVID-19 pandemic is real, please 
wear a mask to save lives
To the editor:
 People have to realize that 
COVID-19 not only is real, but that 
it is just a passing “thing”, like infl u-
enza or the polio epidemics were in 
the past. 
 If people continue congregating 
in public places (read “bars, parties, 
football stadia) as they are, just by 
being there; they are risking their 
very lives.

LETTER
 Covid-19 is a deadly disease, and 
it does not give hoot one way or 
another about who you are, or how 
important you think your rights as 
an American are. Too many people 
thought that and they, seeking their 
rights are dead as a result. 
 I wear my mask every time that 
I step outside of the door of my 
apartment, and so should everyone 

else. In the environment that we live 
in this is paramount activity, if you 
want to survive---and I think we all 
want to survive. I know I do, and 
think anyone with not so common 
sense these days wants to also.
 Let us, (for myself as a former 
Clevelander) as REAL Cleveland-
ers, open up our minds and realize 
that this not about (the personal 
individual me) me, but about the 
societal “us”. 
 We are all in this together whether 
we like it or not. So, given that, try to 
be a little more compassionate with 
regards to others. 
 Wear the mask. It’s not a conun-
drum, it does save lives. Maybe, 
just maybe, it might save yours or 
someone that you care about.
Think of others. 
John Cartwright 

Visit the Plain Press online:Visit the Plain Press online:
https://plainpress.bloghttps://plainpress.blog
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: This year’s 
festival included a self-guided tour of public art in the Gordon Square 
Arts District including this mural by artist Ryan Jaenke on the westside 
of the Butcher Building at W 69th and Detroit Avenue.

NEXT GEN RTANEXT GEN RTA
continued from page onecontinued from page one

   Pleased with the quality and quantity 
of the comments, Freilich said, “The 
comments were on point and focused 
on our proposals. As expected, there 
were a lot more views than comments. 
Most people were satisfi ed with our 
work.” 
 Social media posts drove the 
campaign for the most part. RTA paid 
for booster posts on Facebook along 
with posting on Instagram and Twitter. 
Every proposed route was posted on 
the RTA website along with current 
route to compare and contrast the 
changes. Maps showed routes and text 
with tables to describe the proposal. 

A person could submit a comment by 
clicking on the webpage.
 For residents without computer or 
Internet access, questionnaires were 
provided upon request. An answer 
line was set up at RTA offi ces to leave 
comments six days a week.
 Despite the social media blitz, 47% 
of responses came from frequent or 
semi-regular RTA riders categorized as 
one ride per week or more, while 41% 
came from infrequent or non-riders. 
Only 12% of respondents did not own 
a car in their households. Compared 
to the population at large, seniors 
were the most underrepresented in 
the survey population. People ages 
25-34 and under 24 were the most 
overrepresented.
 Cleveland ranks as the worst-

connected large city for Internet in the 
United States in 2019, according to the 
National Digital Inclusion Alliance, a 
United States nonprofi t organization 
that brings together over 300 non-
profi t organizations, policymakers, 
and academics to advocate 
for national

 Public approval rating for Cleveland 
public transportation ranked near 
the bottom in a new report on the 
best public transportation systems in 
America, according to the Brookings 
Institute. Share of workers who use 
public transit was below 3% and less 
than 65% of RTA stations are ADA-
accessible. 
 Several adjustments to the RTA 
proposal were based on feedback from 
the community. Improvements include 
seven-day service to Tremont Pointe 
on #25 MADISON-CLARK (designed 
to replace #81 TREMONT-STORER) 
with continued regular service along 
W25th Street at Riverview Towers and 
Lakeview Terrace.
 On the East Side, #9 MAYFIELD-
HOUGH (designed to replace #38 
HOUGH) will provide service along 
Hough Ave every 30 min during 
weekday AM and PM rush; 45 min 
midday; and 60 min service weekday 
evenings. Weekend service every 60 
min on Saturday evening, Sunday 
midday and evening. #38 HOUGH 
will be discontinued under the new 
plan.
 Other changes to the system will be 
noted on their website: http://www.
riderta.com/nextgen. 
 RTA plans to coordinate and 
implement the changes in June 2021. 
An extensive education program is 
planned for the spring.
 Justin Bibb, RTA board member 

since 2018 and rumored to have an 
interest in running for Mayor City of 
Cleveland in 2021, asked whether 
any of the Community Development 
Corporations (CDC), particularly in the 
City of Cleveland, had been consulted 
for the report. Bibb reportedly 
received a number of complaints from 
several CDC leaders that they were 
not involved in the decision-making 
process. Freilich explained that while 
some CDC’s had been included in the 
community outreach, generally, the 
councilperson spoke on behalf of the 
CDC with input from Cleveland City 
Planning Commission.
 Elaine Gohlstin, Director at Harvard 
Community Services Center in the 
Lee-Harvard neighborhood, said that 
while she reviewed the information 
on the RTA website, and responded 
accordingly, no one from RTA reached 
out to her, or the community. 
 “That would have been very 
helpful,” she said. “We had a lot of 
questions.”
 Executive Director of Ohio City 
Inc., Thomas McNair, shared similar 
concerns. “We’re on the ground fl oor 
of community involvement. In fact, 
we’re the worms view of community 
concerns,” he said. “Residents of 
Lakeview Terrace were being asked 
to walk to Detroit Ave to catch #25 
MADISON-CLARK, for example, 
when many elderly and handicap 
residents can’t make the trip. It might 
as well be three miles not three blocks. 
If RTA had talked to us early in the 
process, we could have told them so.”
 Bibb reiterated that reaching out 
to the community has to be more 
proactive. He recommended that more 
effort take place within the RTA to do 
intentional outreach to each executive 
director of the CDC for feedback. “We 
have to go above and beyond,” he said.
 “If your mission is to promote 
development in a particular area of 
Cleveland, this is an enormous benefi t 

to support what you’re doing,” Freilich 
said in response to Bibb’s question, 
suggesting that route decisions were 
based, in part, on areas where new 
development throughout the city is 
more likely to occur.
 “The number of jobs within 1/2 
mile of a frequent service, every 15 
minutes, will increase by 50,000 jobs 
or 25%. The number residents living 
within 1/2 mile of a frequent service 
will increase by 167,000, doubling the 
current numbers,” he added.
 In a conversation with the 
Plain Press, Chris Stocking from 
Clevelanders for Public Transportation 
(CPT) noted that many workers at retail 
malls in the suburbs depend on transit. 
The redesign helps connect riders to 
these jobs from the city to the suburbs. 
To solve this problem, CPT has called 
on the RTA Board to support the 
“expanded funding” system redesign. 
“This way service could be maintained 
in lower ridership parts of Cleveland 
while expanding service out to jobs in 
the suburbs. Unfortunately,

 “The region needs to come together 
to plan how to prevent sprawl. A good 
starting place is Cuyahoga County’s 
Climate Action Plan that includes 
transportation as a focus area,” he 
added. “But what is being done to 
coordinate this? Armond Budish hasn’t 
been public about supporting transit 
and I don’t see any coordinated plan to 
change sprawl development.”
 A vote by the Next Gen RTA 
committee to forward the proposal to 
the full RTA board was unanimously 
approved.

Board of Zoning Appeals again postpones vote on Lincoln Park Flats
by Bruce Checefsky
 When Cleveland Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) committee member 
Tim Donovan suggested postponing 
a vote on the Lincoln Park Flats proj-
ect in Tremont to allow developers 60 
days to conduct a parking study in the 
middle of the winter, in the middle of 
the worst pandemic in 100 years, no-
body was more surprised than Kate 
O’Neil.  
 O’Neil, co-chair of the Auburn/Lin-
coln Park Block Club, has expressed 
strong opposition to the project on be-
half of block club members ever since 
a new proposal was submitted by Rust 
Belt Development last year. Develop-
ers for the project have not successful-
ly worked with the community to come 
up with a plan for parking, according 
to her. The 49 market-rate one-bed-
room apartments are proposed as a 
non-car owner complex, an idea block 
club members and local residents fi nd 
unrealistic. 

 “It was literally and physically pain-
ful to watch BZA give the developers 
another chance to make their case. The 
tremendous opposition to this project 
is obvious to so many people,” O’Neil 
said. “I was stunned.” 
 “I’m getting fl ooded with phone 
calls, e-mail texts, and Facebook posts. 
People are strongly opposed to this 
project. I can’t see a way to support it. 
We would love to see a new proposal. 
We want to see great development at 
this location, but we can’t trash the rest 
of the neighborhood to get there.”
 More than two dozen letters from 
Tremont residents in opposition to the 
project were sent to the BZA commit-
tee prior to the November meeting. 
Several of the letters were read during 
the meeting. Residents lined up on the 
City of Cleveland live streaming You-
Tube channel TV20 to express their 
opposition. Others sent emails and 
phoned in with their comments. 

 At question is whether a parking 
study provided by Rust Belt Develop-
ment partners Sam Messina and Brent 
Zimmerman (Saucy Brew Works) and 
David Maison, owner of Maison A+D, 
with no apparent oversight by City of 
Cleveland Planning Commission, will 
provide accurate information on Trem-
ont’s parking needs. Opponents of the 
parking study, scheduled to take place 
at the height of the current COVID19 
crisis in December and January 2021, 
are concerned that the pandemic is 
likely to skew data in favor of the de-
velopers. Many businesses in Tremont 
remain closed. 
 The Plain Press posed the question 
in an email exchange to several partic-
ipants at the meeting. A few replied in-
cluding Ward 3 Councilman Kerry Mc-
Cormack; Tremont West Development 
Executive Director Cory Riordan; Josh 
Rosen, Co-Founder of Sustainable Com-

continued on page 8continued on page 8
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: A number of businesses opened to participate 
in the Wintertide celebration. This bright sign promoting “Donuts & Beer” welcomes festival goers, while 
a customer emerges from Brewnuts with a box of beer-infused donuts.

Neighborhood Family Practice and 
Metro West recruit businesses serv-
ing Hispanic (Latinx) community for 
Community Cares Pledge Program
by Jack Barnes
 “Las Dos Fronteras invites you 
to maintain your distance and wear 
your mask supporting Neighborhood 
Family Practice and Metro West!” 
reads a post from Jesus Amelia 
Lucero, in Spanish, on her restau-
rant’s Facebook page. The post 
includes a video showing off the 
taqueria’s COVID precautions like 
fl oor stickers and limited capacity 
in-restaurant seating.
 Las Dos Fronteras’ efforts are part 
of the Community Cares Pledge 
Program, recently introduced by 
the community health center Neigh-
borhood Family Practice and Metro 
West Community Development 
Organization. The program sup-
plies participating small businesses 
with COVID-19 Business Kits that 
include Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE), COVID-19 education 
and testing information, and bilin-
gual signage requiring mask wear-
ing among other things as part of an 
agreement that the businesses will 
maintain safety guidelines. So far 
more than twenty businesses have 
signed on and the Neighborhood 
Family Practice (NFP)-Metro West 
Community Development Organi-
zation coalition is eager to expand 
the program.
 Since the summer Neighborhood 
Family Practice has organized 
bi-weekly meetings with other local 
organizations to discuss how they 
can best support the community in 
the pandemic, with a specifi c focus 
on the Latinx community. In this 
setting NFP was able to combine its 
health expertise and resources with 
Metro West’s close relationships to 
the small businesses in the Stock-
yard Neighborhood, Clark-Fulton, 
and Brooklyn Centre.
 According to Metro West’s Mar-
keting & Economic Development 
Coordinator Selina Pagan, the seed 
of the Community Cares Pledge 
Program was a one-off event at her 
family’s jewelry store sponsored 
by NFP in which they distributed 
education about COVID safety and 
testing information. “And that really 
got my wheels turning about how to 
get more businesses involved and 
spread education,” she says. From 
there the organizations collaborated 
to draft up the Program as it is now, 
and NFP used money from a Fed-
eral HRSA grant to fund it.
 While Lucero’s restaurant has 
been hit signifi cantly, she is lucky to 
describe her business as “surviving” 
in the pandemic. Las Dos Fronteras 
has lost formerly regular families as 
customers and has been serving 
mostly working people. Having a 
clientele of essential workers, of 
course, makes coronavirus safety 
all the more important. It is also 
precisely where the Community 
Cares Pledge comes into play 
and an apt demonstration of the 
program’s name. Customers have 
been following the guidelines and 
they have made both guests and 
staff feel safer, Lucero says.
 There has been particular interest 
from several participating busi-
nesses in the literature on testing: 
apparently many of its readers did 
not know that COVID testing was 
free, according to both Lucero and 
Pagan. This constitutes a success 
for the program, especially for NFP 
on the health side. “This allows us 
to get the word out that testing is 
available at NFP,” explains Director 
of Community Engagement Megan 
Meister. She adds that they would 
love to provide more support and 
more kits for small businesses. 
Pagan, too, hopes to carry out her 
idea for expanding the program by 
bringing it into senior centers.

The program seems to be go-
ing well for all parties involved. 
Metro West and NFP do not feel it 
necessary to monitor whether the 
businesses are following the guide-
lines. Instead, they are focused on 
ongoing communication to ensure 
the businesses reach out if they 
need more resources. Indeed, the 
signage reminding people where to 
stand, to wear masks, and that masks 
can be provided is an end in itself.
 While there are no formal metrics in 
place for measuring the success of this 
program, Pagan was eager to point out 
that learning more about the barriers that 
vulnerable businesses face is a success 
for the community development organi-
zation. This program has exposed some 
of the bigger problems these businesses 
face even if not for the pandemic, like the 
digital divide and fi nancial literacy.
 Meister explains that for NFP “the goal 
is always to best support the community 
and increase access. We have built great 
relationships with community partners 
and businesses that didn’t exist before.”
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Clark School students and neighborhood youth asked to help plan a new park
CMSD NEWS BUREAU  Clark 

School students might soon be 
playing in a park that they had a 
hand in designing.
 The Trust for Public Land, 
a nonprofi t with an offi ce in 
Cleveland, is asking Clark and 
other neighborhood students to 
indicate features they want to see 
in a small City of Cleveland park 
planned for land near the school.
 Students who submit 
suggestions could win a 
Google Chromebook, Apple 
iPad or other prizes. A local 
neighborhood or arts organization 
could receive $5,000 to turn one of 
the ideas into reality.
 The Trust for Public Land, 
which creates parks and protects 
land, is assisting the city with 
the project through its Parks for 

People program. The goal of the 
program is to place recreation 
areas within a 10-minute walk 
from residents’ homes.
 The Clark Avenue park would sit 
between a city recreation center 
and Clark School.
 “The park would not be that 
big, but it would be signifi cant for 
the community,” said Sean Terry, 
Parks for People program director 
for the Trust for Public Land.
 To get suggestions for 
amenities, the Trust for Public 
Land has circulated 1,000 copies 
of an activities book students 
can use to show their ideas and 
could order printing of up to 2,000 
additional copies.
 The book also can be 
downloaded online. To download 
the book or obtain further 

information, go to tpl.org/our-work/
clark-avenue-park.
 Clark Principal Amanda 
Rodriguez said the park would 
provide signifi cant benefi ts for the 
school and the community. And 
she has her own thoughts about 
what could be included in the 
design.
 “This outdoor area can be used 
to gather and socialize close 
to school and home,” she said. 
“Clark School would love to create 
a school garden at the park to 
utilize as a teaching and learning 
location for our students, which 
will allow us to provide hands-on 
continued on page 8continued on page 8
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: Sweet 
Moses Soda Fountain & Treat Shop, 6800 Detroit Avenue, was among 
the businesses participating in the festival. Sweet Moses joined in 
collaborative project with Cleveland Public Theatre’s Student Theatre 
Enrichment Program. 

     PHOTO BY JAMAL COLLINS, LEAD SAFE RESOURCE CENTER
A landlord named Jawad appears on a bus shelter advertisement for the Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition 
promoting awareness about lead poisoning. The Cleveland Lead Safe Home Fund and the Lead Safe Re-
source Center are raising awareness about incentives, grants and loans that can help Cleveland landlords 
and families remove lead hazards that harm children. For more information about the group visit www.
leadsafecle.org.

continued from page onecontinued from page one

LEAD SAFE RECSOURCE CENTER AND HOME FUNDLEAD SAFE RECSOURCE CENTER AND HOME FUND

of rental units each year. 
 The resource center staff includes 
residents who have experience with 
lead poisoning and community building 
in Cleveland neighborhoods, said Kim 
Foreman, executive director of the 
center and of Environmental Health 
Watch, the nonprofi t that operates it with 
support from the Lead Safe Cleveland 
Coalition (LSCC).
 Those residents have crafted the 
center’s approach, she said, which aims 
to do more than simply deliver informa-
tion, help people fi ll out forms, or get 
training.
 “It’s about listening to what peo-
ple need and connecting them to our 
outreach team members working in 
the neighborhoods where they live for 
ongoing support,” Foreman said. 
 Fred Ward, who comes from Glen-
ville, one of the neighborhoods hardest 
hit by lead poisoning, is coordinating 
those efforts. Two residents whose 
families were harmed by lead poisoning 
help answer the hotline and a homeown-
er who had to tackle a lead issue is an 
outreach specialist.
 Cleveland’s lead safe certifi cation 
law requires the owners of rental homes 
built before 1978 to have their properties 
inspected every two years and provide 
proof to the city that no lead hazards 
exist. Cleveland will start processing 
lead-safe certifi cates in January, and in 
March will start to enforce the laws a 
few ZIP codes at a time over the next 
few years. 
 “We wanted to make sure that we 
balanced the areas where more help 
might be needed for rental properties 

to get certifi ed,” Cleveland Director 
of Building and Housing Ayonna Blue 
Donald said during a recent LSCC 
meeting. 
 During a workshop for landlords last 
month, Blue Donald said the city was on 
track, hiring enough staff to make sure 
the certifi cation process was a smooth 
one. 
 Landlords who have their property 
cleared of hazards by a qualifi ed lead 
inspector or clearance technician can 
submit documentation to the city online 
starting Jan. 1, 2021 
 LSCC, which started raising funds 
last fall, has $30 million in commit-
ments from government, foundations 
and private partners. It estimates that 
$99.4 million is needed to support the 
resource center and loan fund over the 
next fi ve years. Fundraising will contin-
ue throughout this year. 
 CHN Housing Partners, the coalition 
partner charged with managing the 
grants, loans and incentives to make 
homes lead safe, has been working 
with Cleveland landlords and tenants to 
fi gure out how much money and support 
is needed, said CHN Executive Director 
Kevin Nowak. 
 Loans of up to $7,500 for eligible 
property owners, grants up to $7,000 for 
eligible landlords and a $500 Incentive 
payment for eligible landlords who 
achieve their Lead Safe Certifi cation 
are now available, Nowak said. 
 Eligibility for grants will be based 
on a combination of household income 
and other factors, including rental being 
registered with the city. More informa-
tion on eligibility and the application 
process is available on CHN’s website 

or by calling the hotline. 
 “At the end of the day this is really 
about trying to implement a strategy 
that helps lower income people, whether 
they be tenants or landlords, to not have 
a signifi cant burden added on by having 
to do this work,” Nowak said. 
 The hope is to “meet landlords where 
they’re at,” said Nowak, recognizing 
that most landlords in the city are “mom 
and pop shops.” 
 The center’s opening, like many 
things in 2020, is happened differently 
than planned. The large Euclid Avenue 
space envisioned for trainings and 
gatherings will, for now, be used only 
by appointment, with much of the work 
happening virtually while COVID-19 
safety restrictions are in place. The 
city also faces other unprecedented 
problems with the potential for massive 
evictions and foreclosures in 2021 as 
pandemic-related moratoriums expire. 
 Foreman said her team understands 
the barriers and is facing them head 
on. Most team members are used to 
operating in “crisis mode,” she said.
 “Our outreach folks never stopped 
moving,” she said. “They just layered 
on [personal protective equipment] and 
kept going.”
Editor’s Note: This story is provided by 
Ideastream as part of special community 
coverage of COVID-19 and funded by 
Third Federal Foundation and Univer-
sity Settlement. For more information 
about the program call: Lead Safe 
Hotline:  1-833-601-5323 (LEAD); 
apply for fi nancial help at: https://
chnhousingpartners.org/lead/ ; and 
visit Lead Safe Cleveland website: 
https://leadsafecle.org/.

Is your rental home eligible for incentives, grants 
or loans to make it lead safe? Find out here. 
by Rachel Dissell
 A new fund is offering $500 incen-
tives and other financial support to 
Cleveland property owners and families 
to remove lead paint-based hazards 
from homes.
 The Lead Safe Home Fund combines 
rebates, grants and loans in an effort to 
aid landlords who must comply with the 
city’s new lead-safe certifi cation, and to 
reduce the overall number of homes and 
apartments that pose a risk for young 
children exposed to lead dust, which 
when ingested can cause irreversible 
damage to their developing brains. 
 The primary goal is to help property 
owners comply with the city’s new stan-
dard, said Matt Sattler, who oversees 
lead services for CHN Housing Part-
ners, which is managing the grants and 
loans for the fund. Another nonprofi t, 
Environmental Health Watch, is running 
the Lead Safe Resource Center, which 
helps families, landlords and contractors 
navigate assistance and get training.
 But there’s also a longer-term objec-
tive to improve the overall health and 
safety of the properties, Sattler said, 
which is why he encourages all property 
owners, even if they think they might 
not qualify, to call and talk about their 
options.
 Sattler said CHN’s team is focused on 
problem-solving and being as fl exible 
as possible. That might mean helping a 
property owner fi nd additional money 
or fi nancing for home repairs. Hearing 
from many landlords and tenants and 
understanding hurdles to qualifying will 
help CHN and the fund know if they 
need to make adjustments, he said. 
 The nonprofit is also working to 
streamline the process for property 
owners by using a rotation of pre-qual-
ifi ed contractors. The goal is to have 
a contractor assigned and work on 
interior projects completed within 45 
days – or sooner – once the property 
owner submits the fi nal application and 
documents for grants or loans, Sattler 
said. Exterior projects will depend on 
weather in Cleveland’s winter months.
 The majority of projects the fund 

expects to enable are for what are 
called interim controls, which involve 
techniques to mitigate lead exposure. 
That includes cleaning, repairing and 
painting surfaces such as baseboards, 
doorways and windowsills. The work is 
considered a temporary way to contain 
hazards and will have to be maintained 
by tenants and landlords, which is why 
units are being inspected every two 
years. 
 Sattler said that in cases where 
wood surfaces such as doors or win-
dows frames are too deteriorated to 
be painted, loans and grants can cover 
encapsulation or replacement to the 
extent the project funds will allow. That 
is determined on a case-by-case basis, 
he said. 
 The fund is a fi rst-of-its-kind effort 
to pool government, foundation and 
private money to support repair work in 
the most at-risk city rental units, many 
of which were constructed before 1978 
before lead-based paint was banned for 
residential use.
 The underlying need for the loan 
fund — which in one year has raised 
$30 million — is that some owners of 
Cleveland’s estimated 100,000 rental 
units, especially “mom and pop” land-
lords who own a duplex or just a few 
homes and can’t afford to eliminate lead 
hazards on their own. 
 Grants and loans are available to 
owners who occupy duplexes and also 
have tenants. At some point, similar 
loans may be available for owner-oc-
cupied homes, though rental units are 
the current priority. 
 At least 20,000 of the rental proper-
ties are considered distressed — in bad 
condition and short on equity — making 
traditional bank loans unlikely, accord-
ing to Case Western Reserve University 
research. 
 At the same time, the vast majority 
of the young children in Cleveland 
who are poisoned live in rental units, 
and about a quarter who attended city 
schools in recent years were exposed to 
the dangerous toxin before they entered 
kindergarten. Those children often 

struggle with reading and math or have 
trouble paying attention — issues that 
have long been linked to lead poisoning. 
As they grow, they are more likely to 
be ensnared in the justice system or not 
have stable housing, CWRU researchers 
found.
 The Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition 
estimates that $99.4 million is needed 
over the next few years to complete 
the necessary work, and fundraising 
will continue with new commitments 
anticipated in 2021.  
 The incentives can be applied to loan 
balances or as $500 rebates to property 
owners. They are meant to spur early 
compliance with the new lead certifi cate 
law, which the city plans to enforce a 
few ZIP codes at a time because the pro-
cess is new and also involves workforce 

training to make sure enough inspectors 
and certifi ed contractors are available to 
handle the work. 
 Landlord Rick Bias was the fi rst to 
complete the lead inspection process. 
Three of the eight properties he owns 
on the east and south sides of Cleveland 
have been cleared of lead hazards and 
he’s made arrangements to fi le the pa-
perwork with the city, even though the 
lead certifi cate process doesn’t offi cially 
kick off until Jan. 1.
 Bias, who has been a landlord since 
1987, said he does have concerns about 
starting a process that involves thou-
sands of inspections during a pandemic 
and that it will force landlords to raise 
rents.
 For his properties the process “wasn’t 
really all that painful, he said, likely 
because they are already well main-

tained with quality paint and fl ooring in 
keeping with his philosophy that having 
long-term relationships with tenants is 
better for business. Other landlords, 
who haven’t made investments or 
whose tenants turn over often, may 
struggle.
 Previously, Bias hadn’t had his units 
tested for lead hazards and only recently 
learned more about lead poisoning, in-
cluding that most children are exposed 
by dust, which is almost invisible.
 “I want to do the right things,” he 
said. “I would never want to harm a 
child.”
Editor’s Note: This story is provided 
by Ideastream as part of special com-
munity coverage of COVID-19 and 
funded by Third Federal Foundation 
and University Settlement.
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: McKenzie 
Levi, visits the festival dressed as a crusader knight.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 

Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

FOR RENT
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Care Alliance at (216) 
372-2348 and ask for Jim Schlecht.

GREETING CARDS
CLEVELAND BASED HIPHOP 
POETRY Graffi ti Greeting Cards. To 
order: http://www.streetsstamp.net

CHN Housing Partners
Website https://chnhousingpartners.org/lead/

Apply online. https://www.tfaforms.com/4859514
Email: lead@chnhousingpartners.org 

Call: 844.614.LEAD (5323)
Lead Safe Resource Center

Website: https://leadsafecle.org/
Email: info@leadsafecle.org
Call: 833.601.LEAD (5323)

LEAD SAFE INCENTIVE, GRANT
AND LOAN GUIDE

The Lead Safe Home Fund and Resource Center are run by CHN 
Housing Partners and Environmental Health Watch, two area nonprofi ts 
focused on housing and health. The agencies offer incentives, grants 
and loans to help remove lead hazards from homes and other training 
and resources for landlords, families and contractors.

INCENTIVES
A $500 incentive is available for Cleveland properties that are inspected 
and deemed clear of lead hazards. The incentives can be used as a pay-
ment on a loan from the Lead Safe Home Fund or as a rebate to property 
owners who complete the process of getting the Lead Safe certifi cate 
required by the city. Properties must be occupied and have been built 
prior to 1978. The incentives are available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis. Priority will be given to properties in ZIP codes where the highest 
proportion of children are lead poisoned and to  “early adopters” who 
seek lead safe certifi cation in each ZIP code. 
Property owners can apply for one incentive per project or unit, capped 
at three projects or units per ZIP code. 

Who is eligible?
For-profi t and nonprofi t property owners and, in some cases, people 
who own and live in their homes.

Requirements:
• There are no income requirements for the incentives.
•  Applicants must be a U.S. citizen, the permanent resident alien or 
nonresident alien with a co-applicant who meets the criteria.
•  Rentals must be registered with the city. 
• Applicants must be current on property taxes, fees and charges or be 
on a payment plan.
•  The owner must have minimum casualty insurance covering 
the value of the property, as shown on the Cuyahoga County 
“My Place” website. 
What can the incentives be used for?
•  Cost of lead inspections or clearance tests.
•  Repairs to prevent paint from chipping or peeling or to prevent 
friction — such as in the opening of doors or windows — from 
creating dangerous lead dust that can be ingested by children. 
•  Specialized cleaning to remove lead particles. 
If working with CHN Housing Partners: 
•  Work must be identifi ed as essential by an inspector approved 
by the Lead Safe Home Fund.
•  Work must be completed by Lead Safe Home Fund approved 
contractors, who are paid directly. 
If working with the Lead Safe Resource Center, managed 
by Environment Health Watch:
•  Landlords can pick from a list of qualifi ed contractors to do 
inspections or repairs and get a rebate after work is complete 
and a Lead Safe certifi cate is obtained from the city. 

GRANTS
Grants are available to help for-profi t and nonprofi t landlords and 
owners who live in their home to eliminate lead hazards and comply 
with Cleveland’s Lead Safe certifi cate requirement. 

What can grants be used for?
• Cost of lead inspections or clearance tests.
•  Repairs to prevent paint from chipping or peeling or to prevent 
friction — such as in the opening of doors or windows — from 
creating dangerous lead dust that can be ingested by children. 
• Specialized cleaning to remove lead particles.
• Closing costs for loans.  

Which properties are eligible? 
Property owners are eligible for one grant award for each quarter through 
2021 based on available funds. 
•  Properties where the landlord and/or the tenant have a yearly 
income of 200% or less of the Federal Poverty Level, which is 
$52,000 for a family of four. (See chart below.) The grant is for up 
to $7,000. It can cover up to 90% of the project per unit.
• Properties where the landlord’s household income is above 200% of 
the Federal Poverty Level but the tenant’s income is at 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Level or less. The grant totals up to $500 to cover up 
to 10% of the project cost per unit.
• Nonprofi t landlord properties that lease to tenants with household 
incomes at 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. The grant totals up to 
$500 to cover up to 10% of project costs per unit.

Requirements:
• Applicants must be able to contribute $500 or 10% of total project 
costs, whichever is less, in cash. 
•  Landlords who get grants greater than $2,000 agree not to 

raise the rent for existing tenants more than 3% a year. 
• Current tenant leases must remain in effect for a two-year 
period following the contracted work. 
•  Applicants must be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident 
alien or nonresident alien with a co-applicant who meets 
the criteria.
• Rentals must be registered with the city. 
• Applicants must be current on property taxes, fees and 
charges or be on a payment plan.
•  The owner must have minimum casualty insurance 
covering the value of the property, as shown on the 
Cuyahoga County “My Place” website. 

How does the process work?
• An inspector approved by the Lead Safe Home Fund ap-
proves the work to be done. Any additions to the work must 
be approved. 
• Once a grant is awarded, the amount and approved repairs 
can be shared with contractors. 
•  Contractors are assigned to projects from a rotating 
list approved by the Lead Safe Home Fund.
•  Property owners contract directly with contractors on 
forms that are provided by the Lead Safe Home Fund.
• Repairs will be completed in 45 days, with 60-day exten-
sions offered on a case-by-case basis due to weather or other 
unforeseen delays.
• Lead Safe Home Fund inspects the work. Once the property is 
inspected and clear of lead hazards, the money is paid directly 
to the contractors. 
•  If the project cost is higher than the grant amount, the 
balance must be deposited with CHN Network, in cash, 
with a separate loan of a combination of the two options. 

LOANS
Loans are available for for-profi t and nonprofi t property own-
ers at a fi xed rate of 4.99% with a loan term of up to seven 
years for those who qualify. No lender origination fees are 
charged. Credit reports and title searches and fi lings are at 
cost. Borrowers have to show they can contribute 10% of the 
loan amount in cash. There is no penalty for paying the loan 
off early. Private mortgage insurance is not required.

Who is eligible?
For-profi t and nonprofi t property owners and people who live 
in the homes they own.

How much can be borrowed?
•  For-profi t property owners can borrow a minimum of 
$1,500 up to $7,500 per unit.
• Nonprofi t property owners can borrow a minimum of $1,500 
to $10,000 per unit.

What can the loans be used for?
• The cost of lead inspections or clearance tests.
•  Repairs to prevent paint from chipping or peeling or 
to prevent friction — such as in the opening of doors or 
windows — from creating dangerous lead dust that can 
be ingested by children. 
•  Specialized cleaning to remove lead particles. 

Requirements:
• The borrower must be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident alien 
or nonresident alien with a co-applicant who meets the criteria.
•  Rentals must be registered with the city. 
•  Borrowers must be current on property taxes, fees and 
charges or be on a payment plan.
• Owners must have minimum casualty insurance covering 
the value of the property, as shown on the Cuyahoga County 
“My Place” website. 
• No foreclosure, deed-in-lieu transfers, short sale or sheriff’s 
sale on properties in the past 36 months.
• No current liens or judgments that could result in a lien. 
• For-profi t borrowers can’t have a Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 
judgment within the past 48 months (limited case-by-case 
exceptions may be made for Chapter 13 medical-debt cases).

Financial qualifi cations
CHN will examine the borrower’s debts owed and cash fl ow 
for the project property and/or real estate portfolio.

For-profi t borrowers: 
•  Credit score of 640 or higher. Limited exceptions can 
be made based on other factors demonstrating fi nancial 
stability/ability to repay the loan.
•  Sources of income verifi ed through two years of tax 
returns/W-2s and/or pay stubs. (Exceptions may be 
made for temporary income loss due to COVID-19-
related job loss.)
• A cash fl ow analysis will be conducted.
• Other required fi nancial documentation may include: Child 
support or alimony award letter. Social security and/or pension 
income. Rental or boarder income. Real estate owned portfolio 
chart. Corporate tax returns and/or fi nancial statements. Other 
bank accounts, investments, assets.

Nonprofi t borrowers:
The fi nancial obligations of the nonprofi t will be examined 
including: Liquidity ratios. Current asset/liability ratio.  Cash 
on hand.  Other information on assets, debts and 
depreciation.

How does the process work?
•  An inspector approved by the Lead Safe Home Fund 
approves the work to be done. Any additions to the work 
must be approved. 
•  Once the loan is awarded, the amount and approved 
repairs can be shared with contractors. 
•  Contractors are assigned to projects from a rotating 
list approved by the Lead Safe Home Fund.
• Property owners contract directly with the contractor on 
forms that are provided by the Lead Safe Home Fund.
• Repairs will be completed in 45 days, with 60-day exten-
sions offered on a case-by-case basis due to weather or other 
unforeseen delays.
• Lead Safe Home Fund inspects the work. Once the property 
is approved as clear of lead hazards, the money is paid directly 
to the contractors. Property owners submit the paperwork to 
the city to get the Lead Safe certifi cate.

Lead Safe Resources

Non Profit Organizations: To purchase an ad in the Plain Press 50th Anniversary Community Guide Non Profit Organizations: To purchase an ad in the Plain Press 50th Anniversary Community Guide 
contact Ed Tishel at plainpressads@yahoo.comcontact Ed Tishel at plainpressads@yahoo.com
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, December 12, 2020; Wintertide at Gordon Square: Gloria 
Kelbacher works to craft a new leather garment at S. P. Leather. Kel-
bacher says S. P. Leather was started by her father in 1988.

learning experiences.”
 Former ward councilman Matt Zone 
agreed the park is sorely needed in the 
Clark School neighborhood. He said 
giving students a say in the design 
would give them a sense of ownership.
 “They can be caretakers and be 
good stewards of the property,” said 
Zone, who left the council last month 
to become senior vice president and 
executive director of the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy’s Thriving 
Communities program.
 The Clark Avenue project marked 
the fi rst time the Trust for Public Land 
has used the activities book. The 
concept has since been expanded to 
other cities.
 The Trust passed out several 
hundred copies of the activities book 
at events organized by the Metro 
West Community Development 
Organization. More recently, the Trust 
for Public Land has explored outreach 
through the recreation center’s 
programs and communications.
 Full or partially completed activity 
books may be returned by using a 
Parks Unlimited drop box located 
outside the front entrance to Clark 
Recreation Center, 5706 Clark Ave.

CLARK PARKCLARK PARK
continued from page 5continued from page 5

munity Associates responsible for The 
Tappan, Wagner Awning, Fairmont 
Creamery, and forthcoming The Lin-
coln; and Freddy L. Collier, Jr., Direc-
tor of Cleveland City Planning Com-
mission.
 Sam Messina, Brent Zimmerman, 
and David Maison did not respond for 
a request to comment. Donald Petit, 
Cleveland Landmarks Commission, 
which voted in support of the contro-
versial development project also did 
not respond along with Matthew Moss, 
Cleveland City Planning Commission. 
Members of the BZA were unavailable 
for comment.
 Here’s some of what they said: 
 Ward 3 Cleveland City Councilman 
Kerry McCormack supports opposition 
to the project, and replied, “My posi-
tion is that I support the community 
and Tremont West in objecting to the 
variances for this version of the proj-
ect. In working with neighbors, folks 
are open to and interested in a devel-
opment on that site, but the community 
wants it to the right one.  I don’t be-
lieve that a surface parking lot on one 
of Cleveland’s most spectacular parks 
is the highest and best use, but we’ve 
got to make sure it’s the right project 
for the site.”
 McCormack added, “We recently 
worked with neighborhood residents 
and city planning to rezone this area 
of Tremont. We should stick as closely 
as we can to that rezoning, as the point 
of proactive zoning changes are to ex-
press what the community wants to see 
through zoning.”

  Cory Riordan, Executive Director 
at Tremont West Development 
Corporation, was surprised by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals decision to 
delay a vote despite overwhelming 
public opposition. 
 “I am completely surprised that 
the Board of Zoning Appeals did not 
reject this since the community was 
completely against and that the BZA 
guidelines only allow for variances in 
cases where, 1) A hardship exists that 
is not shared by surrounding property 
owners; 2) That the appellant is being 
deprived of substantial property rights; 
or, 3) It is within the intent of the 
zoning code.”
 “None of these apply to this case,” 
Riordan continued. “In fact, much of 
what the Planning Department and the 
developer are saying is misinformed 
at best, outright deception at worst.  I 
expect the Planning Department to do 
better than give empty rhetoric that 
doesn’t match the planning documents 
they reference.  This is a clear-cut case 
of top-down heavy-handed planning 

based on an ideology and not sound 
planning principles.  Sound planning 
would work with the community 
to create buy-in, which, as you can 
see by the way the hearing went, did 
not happen.  I will do what I can to 
stay involved in the parking plan 
process, but l am skeptical.  The 
city punted their responsibility to do 
PLANNING WORK to the developer.  
The developer that will benefi t from a 
parking study that shows a surplus of 
parking. If that’s not a case of the fox 
guarding the henhouse, I don’t know 
what is.”  
 Josh Rosen, Co-Founder of 
Sustainable Community Associates, 
wrote, “I do think the proposed 
development is, to put it generously, 
a let-down. It fails to exceed any 
minimum threshold standards for 
quality design and placemaking. More 
density and form-based coding are fi ne 
principles, but only in the context of a 
quality project that enhances the street 
life and is in relative scale with its 
surroundings. This design does little 
to hold the streetscape. Where are the 
fi rst fl oor uses that make it feel more 
welcoming? Can anyone state this 
design represents anything aspirational 
about the future of our community? 
Tremont should be past the point of 
just accepting any project because 
we are wo-begotten Cleveland and 

grateful for the investment.  Too much 
work in the neighborhood has been 
done to go backwards in expectations 
and quality standards”  
 Freddy L. Collier, Jr., Director of 
City Planning City of Cleveland, for-
warded the Plain Press request for a 
comment to Nancy Kelsey-Carroll, 
Interim Assistant Director of Commu-
nications, Social & Digital Media, who 
issued the following statement:
 “The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
decision to table/postpone the proposal for 
a parking study allows for the Community 
Development Corporation (CDC), Devel-
oper and Community to investigate the 
implications of parking concerns. The de-
cision made by the board is one of consid-
eration for community concerns. The BZA 
is empowered by the Charter of the City if 
Cleveland to request information necessary 
for making its determination. In this case, 
the board determined a parking analysis 
would help address any concerns raised.”
 “The process is transparent, equitable 
and fair,” the statement said. “People have 
the opportunity to voice their position. The 
board takes time to listen and hear con-
cerns.” 
 “As long as there is an open transparent 
process that allows for public discourse, 
there will always be people who are happy 
with the results of a process and those who 
are not. The key is that everyone has the op-
portunity to be heard. Even when decisions 
are rendered, our democratic process allow 
for people to appeal decisions. We engage 
in community processes and determine our 
position based on goals and principles that 
are the result of planning and development 
trends, community planning input, our 
comprehensive plan and other factors.”

 “City Planning does not vote on these 
issues. The department weighs in, just as 
other interested parties do, the board delib-
erates and makes a determination as they 
are appointed to do.”
 Kate O’Neil, still puzzled by the BZA 
decision, said by phone, “We tried to be 
fair with the developers but there’s no other 
conclusion to reach than this is a bad project 
for the community. It’s a dangerous prec-

edent for the neighborhood. If a vote had 
been taken at the meeting in November, 
a majority of the BZA would have voted 
against the project. Tim Donovan gave the 
developers an out. It’s unfair and affects all 
of us.” 
 The Board of Zoning Appeals is plan-
ning a fi nal vote at their meeting on January 
23, 2021.
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