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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday March 22, 2021: Crocuses in bloom 
– a sign that spring has arrived in Cleveland.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, March 17, 2021; W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: A bagpipe 
player celebrates St. Patrick’s Day in the Detroit Shoreway neigh-
borhood on a day when the traditional St. Patrick’s Day Parade was 
cancelled for the second year in a row due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, March 17, 2021; Taps & Tails, 1901 Train Avenue: Janice 
Galehouse of Brooklyn, Ohio and her dog Romeo are the fi rst cus-
tomers at Cleveland’s fi rst Dog Park Bar. Taps & Tails features a bar 
and an indoor/outdoor dog park. Dog owners are required to bring 
vaccination records for their dogs on their fi rst visit.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, March 19, 2021; Club Azteca, 5602 Detroit Avenue: In a February 25th article titled “Advocates want 
to save Detroit-Shoreway club with historic ties to Cleveland’s Hispanic community from wrecking ball” 
in cleveland.com, Eric Heisig reported on activists hopes of saving this building which for many years 
hosted celebrations and served as a gathering place for Cleveland’s Mexican American and Latino com-
munity. Hispanic advocates urged the Cleveland Landmarks Commission not to approve demolition of the 
historic building at its February meeting. With the decision to demolish the building delayed, Landmarks 
Commissioners urged activists to meet with developers from the Bond Street Group to work out a way to 
honor the building’s legacy. According to the Cleveland.com article, the Bond Street Group has proposed 
building a 122-unit apartment building with co-working space and retail space. Their plans also call for the 
demolition of the nearby Vietnam Market grocery and barbershop at 5506 Detroit Avenue.

Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 
launches 25Connects Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project
by Bruce Checefsky
 During the height of COVID19 

pandemic last summer, the 
Greater Cleveland Regional 

Transit Authority (RTA) launched 
25Connects, a community planning 
process that aimed to provide the 
design recommendations and 
tools to support a future West 
25th Street corridor with walkable, 
transit-supportive, mixed-use 
community development along 
RTA’s bus rapid transit (BRT) line. 
BRT refers to a high-quality bus-
based transit system that delivers 
fast and effi cient service.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 Over three miles long, the West 
25th Street corridor between 
Detroit Avenue and Broadview 
Road spans fi ve neighborhoods: 
Ohio City, Tremont, Clark-Fulton, 
Brooklyn Centre, and Old Brooklyn. 
The study area is home to 44,000 
residents— 11% of Cleveland’s 
total population. The MetroHealth 
Line includes the 51, 51A, 51B 
and 51C bus routes, which operate 
more than 200 bus trips per day.
 Several virtual community events 
took place between July 2020 and 
February 2021 aiming to provide 
recommendations for the design 
of the new bus stops and for the 

continued on page 8continued on page 8

Cleveland Documenters examine opportunities for members of 
the public to speak at the meetings of Cleveland’s City Council

continued on page 3continued on page 3

by Doug Breehl-Pitorak
 The lack of a public comment peri-
od – a space for residents to speak – at 
Cleveland City Council meetings is 
once again on the civic radar. A group 

called Clevelanders for City Council 
Reform in March released a plan that 
advocates for a proposed ordinance 
that requires a regular public comment 
period at City Council meetings and sets 

some rules and limits for how it could 
work. 
 Cleveland Documenters, which trains 

Ohio City and Tremont respond to calls for 
more affordable housing on Near West Side
by Marc Lefkowitz, The Land
    A new land trust on Cleveland’s near 
west side has a mission to increase per-
manent, affordable housing in the midst 
of a hot housing market.

Ohio City and Tremont West Devel-
opment Corporation have teamed up 
to form the Near West Land Trust. The 
two nonprofi t community development 
groups have plans to build 40 new, 
single-family homes on vacant lots 
scattered throughout the Ohio City, 
Clark-Fulton, Detroit Shoreway and 
Tremont neighborhoods with a starting 
price of $150,000. That’s quite a savings 
compared to the price of similar, mar-
ket-rate housing that, lately, has been 
going for eye-popping prices. 

“In Tremont and Ohio City, housing 
values are skyrocketing,” observes Tom 
McNair, executive director of Ohio City 
Incorporated (OCI). “We think it’s im-
portant to make sure the neighborhood 
has options for a diversity of housing.”

The sales price for single-family 
homes in Cleveland rose 17.7% last 
year, according to real estate fi rm, Red-
fi n. Zooming in on the near west side, 
the average home price of $200,000 in 
2020 outpaced the suburbs.

The land trust’s fi rst project will be a 
1,000- to 1,600-square-foot, single-fam-
ily home that will go up this spring on 
a vacant lot at 1902 W. 50th Street. It’s 

a lot that cost the land trust nothing be-
cause it comes from the Cleveland Land 
Bank, an entity the city created to hold 
vacant land until a developer is ready 
to build on it. By comparison, new 
construction of a 1,607-square-foot 
townhome with three bedrooms in the 
same ZIP code is listed by Howard 
Hanna for $456,500. 

According to a press release from 
the land trust partners, “The Near West 
Land Trust will create and preserve 
permanently affordable homeownership 
opportunities for low- and moder-
ate-income families. Housing will be 
provided for individuals and families in 
the 60-120% range of Areawide Median 
Income, which translates to a family of 
four making less than $61,000 annually, 
for example.”

What makes the land trust different 
is that it creates permanently affordable 
housing. The trust acquires the land 
and maintains permanent ownership as 
prospective homeowners enter into a 
long-term, renewable lease instead of a 
traditional sale. When the homeowner 
sells, the family earns only 35% of the 
increased property value. The remain-
der is kept by the trust, preserving the 
affordability for future low- to moder-
ate-income families.  Additionally, they 
must sell their home to low-and-moder-
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, March 17, 2021; Tremont Oaks micro apartments, 2270 W. 14th Street: Developers Rick Maron 
and Russell Berusch have plans to build these micro apartments in multiple locations in Cleveland. This 
building being constructed on W. 14th will have eight (roughly) 440 square foot apartments. The developers 
hope to be able to rent the apartments for $1,500 to $1,600 a month.

What can Cleveland do to be a more welcoming 
city to its low-income families with children?
by Chuck Hoven
 Cleveland has an opportunity to 
create a more just society within our 
borders. A unique time has come when 
we, with proper planning, can take ad-
vantage of federal dollars and address 
the needs of Cleveland’s many families 
with children that are living with in-
comes below the federal poverty line.
 President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion’s American Rescue Plan beginning 
this July will provide low-income 
families with children with monthly re-
fundable child tax credit cash payments 
of $300 for each child age 5 and under, 
and $250 for each child age 6 to 17. 
These payments are designed to help lift 
families out of poverty. The American 
Rescue Plan promises to have a greater 
impact on the City of Cleveland than on 
any big city in the country. The simple 
reason is that Cleveland has the highest 
child poverty rate in the country.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 While the program is a temporary 
one-year program, if it were to become 
permanent, would the City of Cleveland 
be able to meet the needs of young 
families that will have the means to look 

for better housing and will be seeking 
to live in neighborhoods with amenities 
that are family friendly?  Will City of 
Cleveland planners be able to meet the 
needs of families with young children?
 For many years now, the efforts of 
Cleveland planners have been aimed 
primarily at attracting people who don’t 
live in Cleveland to move into the City 
of Cleveland. They have offered 15-year 
tax abatements to residents moving 
into new or substantially rehabilitated 
housing. So intense is the city’s pursuit 
of new residents, that existing residents’ 
concerns and needs are often given little 
consideration.
 These new or rehabbed tax abat-
ed properties often involve raising 
property values in a neighborhood 
and causing hardship when existing 
neighbors receive higher property tax 
bills. Sometimes the substantial rehab 
of a house involves evicting a current 
tenant and rehabbing the house, not to 
repair any structural damage, but to put 
in modern amenities so a higher rent can 
be charged – rent the previous tenant 
continued on page 8continued on page 8

Next Cleveland Consent Decree Community Conversation: 6:00 pm, April 14
by Rich Weiss, Neighborhood & Community Media Association of Greater Cleveland

theme was on Cleveland Police De-
partment accountability, transparency, 
and oversight, but it was not your last 
chance to have an impact on the Consent 
Decree and how it is implemented.  This 
was only the third in a monthly 10-part 
meeting series to which you are not only 
invited—the convening organizations 
believe your input, your concerns, and 
your questions are vital to the success 
of the discussion series.

The next meeting is at 6:00 pm 
on April 14, and the theme will be 
Citizen Complaints and the Offi ce of 
Professional Standards.

To answer the call for your input, 
your concerns, and your questions, 
register for any of the eight remaining 
Consent Decree public meetings by 
visiting unitedwaycleveland.org.

Have you ever wondered: “How is 
the dedication to community engage-
ment refl ected in the Cleveland Police 
Department’s current budget?”

Do you have a handle on: “What 
is the CPRB (Civilian Police Review 
Board) and what is its function?”

In the moment—when you or a loved 
one comes face-to-face with Cleveland 
Police Department policies—will you 
know: “Are body cameras used by all 
offi cers, and what is the protocol for 
turning body cameras on and off?”

These were just a few of the ques-
tions from community members just 
like you during the March 10, 6:00pm, 
public meeting sponsored by the local 
chapters of the United Way and NAACP 
on the Cleveland Consent Decree.  The 
Wednesday evening input meeting 

AFTER SCHOOL
AFTER SCHOOL MEAL PRO-
GRAMS: Youth, ages 18 and under, can 
visit any of the Neighborhood Resource 
and Recreation centers for free meals 
after 3:30 p.m.  Monday through Friday. 
Call for serving times: Clark, 664-4657; 
Cudell, 664-4183; Estabrook, 664-
4149; Gunning, 420-7900; and Michael 
Zone, 664-3373.

ARTS/THEATRE
STATION HOPE: A virtual celebration 
of hope. A dialogue for change. Will 
be livestreamed on Cleveland Public 
Theatre’s website and social media 
pages on May 1st from 5-9 p.m. For 
more information visit Cleveland Public 
Theatre’s website at: www.cptonline.org

EDUCATION
SCHOOL CHOICE PORTAL: Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District’s 
(CMSD’s) online school choice portal 
is open again, this time offering an 
opportunity to select PreK- and K-8 
schools as well as high schools for 
the 2021-2022 school year. The por-
tal, ChooseCMSD.org, will remain open 
until April 23, when it will close and the 
District will make the second round of 
school assignments. Those assignments 
will be announced on May 7. The fi rst 

assignments were released in February.
SAY YES TO EDUCATION SCHOL-
ARSHIPS: Students who graduate 
from CMSD high schools receive Say 
Yes to Education scholarships, which 
pay up to the full value of tuition, minus 
federal and state aid, to all public col-
leges and universities and Pell-eligible 
training programs in Ohio and more 
than 100 private colleges and universi-
ties across the country. But to qualify, 
students must be continuously enrolled 
in a CMSD high school and live in the 
District or City of Cleveland from ninth 
grade until graduation.
IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC EDUCA-
TION AND ENGAGEMENT Cleve-
land Public Library is helping facilitate 
change with our thought-provoking 
author series, Writers & Readers. The 
next candid conversation is Saturday, 
April 17 at noon on the Importance 
of Civic Education and Engage-
ment with TIME Magazine columnist 
and MSNBC contributor Eddie 
Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again: 
James Baldwin’s America and its Ur-
gent Lessons for Our Own, and poet, 
young adult novelist and cookbook au-
thor Caroline Randall Williams who 
wrote The Diary of B.B. Bright, Pos-

sible Princess, and Soul Food Love. 
Saturday, April 17 at 12 noon, Host-
ed via Zoom. Register at: CPL.ORG/
WRITERSREADERS21
GET INVOLVED: Marianne Crosley 
and Rachel Ciomcia of the Cleveland 
Leadership Centerwill offer tools to 
help us engage in meaningful change 
and build an appreciation for civic edu-
cation as a foundation for life. Wednes-
day, April 21 | 4:30 – 6:00 PM. Register 
at: CPL.ORG/WRITERSREADERS21
GOD BEFORE GUNS: For infor-
mation on ordering Gun Safety Cards, 
including how your organization may 
co-sponsor the printing and distribution 
of these cards, contact us. Up to 500 
Gun Safety Cards may be obtained at no 
charge. Or your name/logo can be added 
to the card if you sponsor the printing of 
cards. Visit God Before Guns website 
at www.godbeforeguns.org  to request 
cards or learn more about a sponsorship. 
CLEVELAND METORPARKS
offers in-person and virtual programs, 
for more information visit cleveland-
metroparks.com/oe.
CLEVELAND WESTSIDE VIL-
LAGE is hosting an educational pro-
gram, “Protecting Assets from nurs-
ing homes, unraveling the myths of 
Medicaid and planning for long term 
care.”  Our presenter is David Banas, 
an attorney with the law fi rm Hickman 
and Lowder.  The program will be 
Saturday, May 15 from10:00 a.m. until 
noon.  This program is open to all and 
you do not need to be a member of the 
Village to attend. It is, however, a Zoom 
presentation and you must register to 
receive the link.  You can register at any 
time up until the start of the program 
but I encourage you to register as early 
as possible. To register please visit our 
website at https://clevelandwestside.
helpfulvillage.com under the Events 
tab you will fi nd this event either in the 
calendar view or list view.  Click on the 
event. At the bottom of the event page 

is a link to the registration page.  Once 
you have registered you will receive a 
confi rmation email with the Zoom link 
for the program.  The link will be live 
starting at 9:45 a.m. on the day of the 
program. If you do not receive a confi r-
mation email your registration was not 
completed. If you have any questions or 
have diffi culty registering please email 
me at dcyganovich@ameritech.net. 

EMPLOYMENT
WEST SIDE CATHOLIC CEN-
TER’S WORKFORCE DEVEL-
OPMENT CERTIFICATE PRO-
GRAM assists people in transition. 
The eight-week program recognized 
with the community excellence 
award by the City of Cleveland 
as well an approved Cuyahoga 
County SNAP work requirement 
provider will assist you in identifying 
your passion and prepare you to 
re-enter the workforce.  This is all 
done in a one-on-one environment. 
With daily attendance and work 
requirement completed …our 
Program will GUARANTEE YOU 
JOB OFFERS in the areas of your 
interest! Classes run from 9:00 AM 
to 12:00 pm Monday thru Friday. 
Open computer lab and ServSafe 
every afternoon from 1:00-4:00 pm. 
Breakfast and Lunch are available, 
childcare assistance and transporta-
tion assistance are also available to 
assist. Questions, please call Frank 
Johanek, 216-631-4741 ext. 167. Next 
Class:  April 12th.

LEGAL AID
FREE LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO 
RENTERS FACING EVICTION: 
Cuyahoga County will distribute $1 
million in federal funding to The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland to provide 
legal assistance to County renters who 
are facing eviction due to lost income 
from COVID-19.  Due to the high 
demand for services, only households 
with incomes up to 200% of the poverty 
line, $52,400 annually for a family of 
four, can be assisted with free legal 
services at this time. People who need 
help can apply 24/7 online at Legal 
Aid’s website (www.lasclev.org) or call 
888-817-8777 during most business 
hours. Legal Aid can also help people 
with quick housing questions via its 
Tenant Information Line: www.lasclev.
org/tenantinfoline.

OHIO CITY
OHIO CITY INCORPORATED has a 
new membership form and is requesting 
all existing members and new members 
fi ll out the form.  For more information 
visit their website at www.ohiocity.org
and under Ohio City Inc. scroll down to 
membership, or contact Chad Biggers 
at cbiggers@ohiocity.org. Ohio City 
Inc will be holding elections for board 
members in
PAINT PROGRAM
EXTERIOR PAINT PROGRAM:

The City of Cleveland invites residents 
to take advantage of its 2021 Exterior 
Paint Program, which provides paint 
and materials to homeowners who wish 
to paint the exterior of their homes. The 
goal of this program is to help residents 
protect their home investments, improve 
housing stock in our neighborhoods and 
create a better, more equitable quality 
of life. Applications must be received 
by April 30, 2021. Interested Cleveland 
residents can obtain applications by 
calling (216) 664-2045.

PUBLIC POLICY
LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING FOR THE CLEVE-
LAND WE WANT: A website created 
by David Beach is now online at: www.
lake-effects.org. The goal of the site is 
to create a resource for citizens and can-
didates for Mayor and City Council that 
will provide a useful collection of issues 
and ideas while stimulating a discussion 
about what a progressive city can be 
like. David Beach is the founder and for-
mer director of the GreenCityBlueLake 
Institute and served as the editor of the 
Plain Press in the early 1980s.
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN POL-
ICY COMMITTEE (AAPC) encour-
ages all those who will, to come to the 
table to seek out solutions, rooted in 
public policy, that will help solve these 
myriad crises facing African American 
communities in Northeast Ohio. The 
AAPC meets the fi rst Monday of every 
month from 2-3 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit: www.noeblackhealthcoa-
lition.org , call 216-295-0283 or email: 
neobhc@gmail.com.
DISABILITY COUNCIL ACCEPT-
ING APPLICATIONS FOR NEW 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday, March 17, 2021; Taps & Tails, 1901 Train Avenue: Lisa 
Hollender, owner of Cleveland’s fi rst dog park bar, Taps & Tails, greets 
guests at a pre-opening of the business on Saint Patrick’s day. Taps 
& Tails is located near the intersection of Train Avenue and Willey 
Avenue. A Tremont resident suggested that with increased traffi c 
anticipated at that intersection, the City of Cleveland should place a 
light or stop sign on Willey Avenue. Currently through traffi c on Willey 
does not stop at the intersection.

CLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL MEETINGSCLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
and pays residents to attend and share 
notes from public meetings, checked out 
the current routes for making comments 
at public meetings; council’s rules 
already allow it, and multiple council 
members said residents were welcome 
at committee meetings, where legisla-
tion is discussed. 
 Council Clerk Patricia Britt said no 
records track requests to comment or 
how often citizens speak at meetings. 
 An (unscientifi c) review of Cleve-
land Documenters notes from 52 of 
City Council’s regular and committee 
meetings held from Nov. 18 through 
March 12 revealed that members of the 
public -- not employed by the city or an 
organization in or aiming to contract 
with the city -- rarely commented. 
What is public comment?
 Public comment is a way for resi-
dents to address government or elected 
offi cials during meetings where they 
consider and vote on legislation. A pub-
lic comment period lets residents share 
information or opinion on community 
matters. 
What is the state of public com-
ment at Cleveland City Council?
• City Council holds “regular” meetings, 
where all 17 members meet as council 
and do the business of the city by voting 
on legislation that creates or changes 
laws or approves expenditures
• City Council also holds committee 
meetings, where members discuss leg-
islation and decide whether it should 
be voted on; there are currently 11 
committees
• Occasionally, City Council will hold 
special community meetings to hear 
from residents 
Public comment at regular coun-
cil meetings
 Except for a brief time in the 1920s 
and 1930s, City Council has not rou-
tinely held a space for public comment 
in its regular meetings. 
Public comment at committee 
meetings
 At committee meetings, the council 
has a process for residents to speak. 
They must contact the council member 
who chairs the committee.  The chair-
person ultimately decides whether to 
invite someone to speak.
What does the law say?
 Ohio law and Cleveland’s city charter 
mandate that government meetings be 
held publicly. But:  Ohio law neither 
requires nor bans public comment; 
Cleveland’s charter neither requires 
nor bans public comment; and the city 
charter gives council the authority to 
make its own rules.
 There is historical precedent for 
allowing public comment at Cleveland 
City Council meetings. Clevelanders 
for City Council Reform shared some 
information it gleaned from council’s 
city archivist, Chuck Mocsiran:  Cleve-
land’s city charter mandated public 
comment from 1924-1931;  and at that 
time, Cleveland had a city manager 
and a mayor position that was mostly 
ceremonial.
 Mocsiran said that, despite that 
mandate, he could not fi nd any record 
of resident comments made to council. 
 Here is a section of the 1924 city 
charter mandating public comment:
Meetings of Council.

Section 8. At eight o’clock p.m. on the 
fi rst Monday in January next following a 
regular municipal election, the Council shall 
meet at the usual place for holding such 
meetings, at which time the newly elected 
members shall assume the duties of offi ce. 
Thereafter the Council shall meet at such 
times as may be prescribed by ordinance or 
resolution, but not less frequently than once 
each week. Special meetings of the Council 
shall be called by the City Clerk upon the 
written request of the Mayor, the City Man-
ager, or fi ve members. At least twelve hours’ 
written notice of special meetings shall be 
served personally on each member or left at 
his usual place of residence. Any such notice 
shall state the subject to be considered at the 
meeting and no other subject shall be there 
considered. All meetings of the Council, 
and of committees thereof, shall be 
open to the public and the Council 
shall provide by its rules that citizens 

shall have a reasonable opportunity 
to be heard at any such meeting in 
regard to any matter considered, or to 
be considered, thereat. Any citizen shall 
have access to the minutes and record of the 
Council at all reasonable times.
How do other regional legislative 
bodies handle public comment?
 Clevelanders for City Council Re-
form is one group pushing for a regular 
public comment period at City Council. 
It supports a proposed public comment 
city ordinance written by Jessica Trivi-
sonno, the director of economic devel-
opment for the Detroit-Shoreway and 
Cudell community development corpo-
rations.  Her research for the ordinance 
showed that public comment is either 
mandated or regularly permitted in the 
legislative councils serving Cuyahoga 
County, the City of Columbus and Ak-
ron City Council. Each allows residents 
to submit forms requesting to speak at 
meetings.
 Details such as when the public 
comment period occurs in a council 
meeting, how long people can speak, 
and how many people can speak per 
meeting varies.
What else did we learn?
 Cleveland Documenters asked Coun-
cil Clerk Britt, Chief of Communica-
tions Joan Mazzolini, and -- via survey 
-- all 17 council members about the 
process for public comment requests. 
The consensus answer was “contact the 
committee chairperson.” 
 The committee chair has full discre-
tion on whether to invite a resident to the 
table (real or virtual) to be heard. This 
process isn’t clear to many residents, 
and it isn’t outlined on City Council’s 
web site. 
How can a resident arrange to 
speak at a committee meeting?
1. Find the correct committee. 
2. Identify the chair of that committee.
3. Figure out when the committee will 
meet. (Find the calendar at clevelandc-
itycouncil.org/calendar)
4. Contact the chair and ask to speak 
at a meeting.
 A contact form on the web site lets 
residents submit comments and ques-
tions. Each council member’s webpage 
has contact information for them or their 
assistants.
What are the paths to creating 
public comment in Cleveland?
 Public comment can become a 
required part of council’s regular and 
committee meetings in one of two 
ways: 1. Council passes a city ordinance 
mandating a public comment period; 
and 2. Council changes its rules to 
require a public comment period.
 T h e  r u l e s  a l r e a d y  p e r -

m i t  r e s i d e n t s  t o  b e  h e a r d .
Rule 2: Meetings- Public. All meetings of 

the Council or its committees shall be public, 
and upon request of any citizen desiring to 
be heard on any matter then under consid-
eration by the Council, the Council may, on 
motion, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole and hear that citizen at the date, 
time and for the length of time as Council 
may determine. Persons desiring to be heard 
by any committee of Council on any matter 
then under consideration may, by consent of 
such committee, be given an opportunity to 
be heard. All Rules of Council minutes and 
records of the Council shall be open to the 
public at all reasonable times, upon request.
 To make a public comment period 
routine, council could change its rules.  
 Mazzolini said council members 
try to engage with their constituents 
outside of offi cial meetings. Prior to the 
pandemic, each council member held 
public meetings in their wards, she said. 
Now, many council members hold these 
meetings via Zoom.
 Council Member Kerry McCormack, 
Ward 3, recently started to use an online 
form to gather questions and comments 
in advance of Health & Human Services 
Committee meetings. Still, the chairper-
son--in this case McCormack--decides 
which comments and questions to bring 
to the meeting.
What do council members say 
about public comment?
 Cleveland Documenters sent a short 
survey to all 17 council members on 
March 2. Three responded: Council 
Members Blaine Griffin, Ward 6; 
Basheer Jones, Ward 7; and Mike Po-
lensek, Ward 8. 
 Here are the highlights of their re-
sponses:
What are the options for public 
comment? 
 Council members who responded 
pointed to committee meetings as 
potential spaces for public comment. 
Polensek added that public comment 
in regular meetings could occur via 
invitation from Council President Kevin 
Kelley, Ward 13. He said a citizen can 
speak at a committee meeting if the 
chair requests that.
 Griffi n said people can “sign up” to 
speak at committee meetings, though 
the chair ultimately decides whether to 
invite someone to a meeting.
Are you in favor of a regular 
public comment period in City 
Council meetings?
 Polensek and Griffin said maybe. 
Jones said yes. Polensek said council 
would have to “greatly” limit the 
amount of time given to public comment 
if it became part of the regular agenda.
 Griffin explained his hesitancy to 
commit to public comment: Council 
members who “do the job right” al-
ready spend a lot of time communi-
cating with the public before making 
their decisions; not everyone wants 
to speak publicly, potentially leaving 
the “microphone” only for those who 
are comfortable speaking publicly; 

and Griffi n’s concern is that a vocal 
minority can “seem like a much larger 
presence than they actually are.” He said 
he’s seen that scenario, and it left other 
community members frustrated.
 “People have an opportunity to com-
municate with me through the entire po-
litical process,” Griffi n said. “But once 
it’s time to vote and defend a position, 
that should be reserved for the people 
who are elected by their community.”
 All three council members said they 
prefer to make any changes using the 
council rule-change process.
If you have a plan to establish a 
public comment period at City 

Council meetings, please share. 
 Polensek said he envisions a public 
comment period before the regular 
council meeting. Griffi n said he would 
be “more than happy” to make time for 
special hearings to hear from the public, 
though he would “strongly prohibit” 
abusive language directed toward coun-
cil members or the mayor.
 Jones didn’t offer details about his 
plan via our survey, other than to say, 
“The people must stand with the council 
members who are willing to fi ght for it.” 
Created by Cleveland Documenters 
Civic Reporter Doug Breehl-Pitor-
ak. Comments or questions? Email 
DougBP@neighborhoodgrants.org.
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Cleveland City Council President and prospective mayoral candidate 
Kevin J. Kelley 

Cleveland City Council President Kevin Kelley considers running for mayor
by Bruce Checefsky
 Cleveland City Council President 
Kevin Kelley is near the end of his 
two-month Neighborhood Listening 
Tour across the City of Cleveland. 
The tour, which began in February 
as a way to learn fi rsthand from 
community members about their 
immediate concerns and issues, 

is an exploratory event to help 
determine whether he should run 
for mayor of Cleveland. Kelley 
wants to fi nd out how residents 
envision recovering from the social, 
physical, and economic impacts of 
COVID19, among other immediate 
and pressing issues. 
 “Cleveland has been hit hard 
by the pandemic, which has 
only compounded the social and 
economic challenges we already 
faced,” he said. “It’s time for us 

to forge a new path forward. The 
best way to start is by listening to 
Clevelanders and learning directly 
from them about what they need.”
 Kelley has more than $500,000 
on hand for the mayoral race, 
according to a recent campaign 
fi nance report fi led at the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections.  Non-

profi t executive Justin Bibb, who 
formally launched his campaign 
earlier the year, has $160,000 
on hand. Dennis Kucinich has 
raised $51,000 while Cleveland 
Mayor Frank Jackson has not said 
whether he plans to seek a fi fth 
term.
 Kelley’s plan for economic 
recovery includes examining 
sections of the city that have been 
especially hard hit by the COVID19 
pandemic, one of the most 

inequitable recessions in history, 
according to him. While some 
residents are doing well fi nancially, 
others have been devastated 
with marginalized communities 
excluded from mainstream social, 
economic, educational, and 
cultural life. Kelley believes city 
government can help. 
 “We need to focus on 
communities that have been 
hurt the most,” he said, adding, 
“we need to make sure that we 
have a strategy for community 
development for every ward in the 
city by working with the Community 
Development Corporations (CDCs) 
to create economic opportunities. 
While not every community has a 
highly functioning CDC, we need to 
replicate the success of those that 
have.”
 Community Development 
Corporations are nonprofi t, 
community-based organizations 
focused on revitalizing the 
areas in which they are located 
including low-income, underserved 
neighborhoods. CDCs are usually 
involved in economic development, 
sanitation, streetscaping, and 
neighborhood planning projects. 
Cleveland has roughly 30 CDCs, 
supporting neighborhoods as far 
as Collinwood to the east, Old 
Brooklyn to the south, and Hopkins 
and Kamm’s Corners to the west.
 Kelley was elected to Cleveland 
City Council in 2005 and has been 
City Council President since 2014. 
He believes the best way to attract 
and support small businesses 
in marginalized neighborhoods, 
where food deserts persist 
and poverty is widespread, is 
through Community Development 
Corporations (CDC). Assessing the 
purchasing power of neighborhoods 
and attracting needed businesses 
is a local strategy best understood 
by the CDC.
 Poverty and crime are core 
issues in the wide-open mayoral 
race. Cleveland has an estimated 
30.8 percent of its residents living 
in poverty, over three times the 
national average. Most major 
urban study reports point to the 
lack of businesses and jobs in 
disadvantaged urban areas as a 
cause for increased crime, poverty, 
deterioration and decline of the 
inner city. From Kelley’s perspective 
as City Council President, civic and 
political leaders can’t rely alone on 
bringing new jobs to the city. He 
believes it’s the wrong approach.
 “You can’t have a conversation 
about poverty without having a 
conversation about jobs. There are 
thousands of high paying jobs right 
now that are sitting empty waiting 
for skilled people to take them,” he 
said. “We have to stop waiting for 
the next big thing to fall from the 
sky.” 
 Kelley knows from his many 
years as Ward 13 Councilman, 
serving an area which includes 
Old Brooklyn and part of the 

Stockyard neighborhood, that 
economic opportunities and high 
paying jobs are waiting to be 
fi lled. While investment in the 
city neighborhoods has to be up 
scaled, it shouldn’t rely only on 
city government. The opportunity 
zones program is just one example 
of government creating pockets of 
investment in certain sections of the 
city while leaving others out of the 
process. He believes opportunity 
zones should be expanded to 
include poorer neighborhoods 
where investment has lagged far 
behind.
 Opportunity CLE, a collaboration 
between the city of Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga County, Greater 
Cleveland Partnership, Cleveland 
Development Advisors, the Fund 
for Our Economic Future and the 
Cuyahoga Land Bank, launched its 
strategy for taking advantage of the 
federal “opportunity zone” program 
back in March 2016.
 In Cuyahoga County, there are 
48 opportunity zones in the city and 
16 spread across Bedford Heights, 
Brook Park, Cleveland Heights, 
Euclid, Garfi eld Heights, Maple 
Heights, North Randall, Richmond 
Heights and Warrensville Heights. 
The 64 Cuyahoga County zones are 
grouped in 11 districts: Downtown 
Cleveland, W. 25th-MetroHealth 
Corridor, Health-Tech Corridor, 
Opportunity Corridor, Glenville-
Rockefeller Park Innovation 
District, Euclid/Collinwood 
Industrial Corridor, Outer Belt 
Development District, Aerozone 
Innovation Hub, Cuyahoga County 
Airport District, Transportation 
Boulevard Development District 
and Caledonia Park District. 
 “We should expand the 
opportunity zones city wide,” Kelley 
said. “We need to encourage 
investment in all neighborhoods 
and basically show the world that 
these are good investments.” 
 Cleveland’s rise in violent crime 
has made national news, landing 
on the front page of the New York 
Times recently. Last year, the 
homicide rate was up 42 percent 
relative to the same period in 2019, 
as reported by police. Although it’s 
not clear what has caused a spike 
in violent crime, some possibilities 
include a weak economy, high 
unemployment rates, failing 
schools, and high child poverty. 
Kinsman, North Broadway, Central, 
Fairfax, and Union Miles Park are 
considered by many among the 
most dangerous neighborhoods in 
the city. 
 “We need to make sure the 
police are fully staffed including 
special units and detective squads. 
We need to bring back local police 
stations with a community relations 
division in every district and get to 
the root of crime.”
 An escalating rise in property tax 
assessments has caused some 
people to sell their homes and leave 
the city. Residents in Tremont and 

Ohio City, and the near West Side 
where development is booming, 
have experienced as much as 200 
to 600 percent increase in property 
taxes. Older residents on fi xed 
incomes are being forced from their 
homes. Commercial and residential 
real estate tax abatement is 
a policy that has been very 
successful, in agreement with city 
council, but Kelley wants to see it 
updated. He thinks abatement is no 
longer necessary in neighborhoods 
where property taxes are doing 
well. Neighborhoods like Hough 
and Glenville have not seen the 
abatement policy effectively work.
 “We need to develop a Longtime 
Owner Occupants Program 
(LOOP) to project people that 
helped build our neighborhoods. 
They’ve weathered the storm 
through good and bad times, and 
we can’t price them out.”
 Kelley won’t commit to closing 
Burke Lakefront Airport, but he does 
support lakefront development. 
Recent engineering studies have 
shown that the western section 
of the airport near East 9th 
Street offers some development 
opportunities. Closing the airport 
will negatively impact Hopkins 
International Airport and, while 
he doesn’t believe we need all 
the regional airports, he believes 
Burke is important to the regional 
economy.
 “We need to have a conversations 
about regional airports,” he said. 
“We can’t just turn over the 500 
acres at Burke for development.”
 Kelley is willing to let the 
consultants do their work and 
decide upon a plan of action when 
it comes to the West Side Market. 
Capitol and operational issues 
top the list of needs, in his view, 
in order to run a safe and effi cient 
public market.
 “We have to stop all the fi ts and 
starts, and pick one model to move 
forward with,” he said referring to 
several plans to turn to market over 
to non-profi t management. “I want 
to hear what the consultants have 
to say.”
 The unsung hero of the local 
economy is the burgeoning cultural 
and arts economy, in Kelley’s 
opinion, which includes museums 
and theaters, performing art 
venues, artist studios and small 
galleries. 
 “Artists need to be paid and put 
food on the table like everyone 
else,” he said. 

Editor’s Note: Plain Press read-
ers and candidates for public offi ce 
are invited to contribute to creating 
a more progressive city. The newly 
created website “Lake Effects: Pro-
gressive thinking for the Cleveland 
we want” offers an opportunity for 
you to contribute your ideas. The site 
created by David Beach is now on-
line at: lake-effects.org.  “The goal 
of the site is to create a resource for 
citizens and candidates for Mayor 
and City Council that will provide a 
useful collection of issues and ideas 
while stimulating a discussion about 
what a progressive city can be like,” 
says David Beach.



55Plain Press • April  2021

Mayoral candidate Justin Bibb

Justin Bibb launches his mayoral campaign
by Bruce Checefsky  
 Justin Bibb launched his 2021 
Cleveland Mayoral campaign in 
mid-January. Since then, he’s been 
busy working the social media 
platforms of Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter, and participating in 
live streaming programs including 
The City Club of Cleveland Forum 
on Politics and Public Policy, as 
well as appearing on local news 
and radio stations. His message 
is simple: people are tired of being 
sick and tired.
 “For far too long, Cleveland 
has been a lagger, not a leader. 
We need a sense of urgency 
to reject the status quo and we 
need innovation to leverage the 
community assets,” he said. 
 Bibb, 33, was raised in the 
Mount Pleasant neighborhood and 
witnessed fi rsthand the violence 
of poverty and undermining of 
communities in need of basic food 
and health amenities, and safety.  
He received his Juris Doctor law 
degree and Masters’ Degree in 
Business Administration. from 
Case Western Reserve University 
and his Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Urban Studies from American 
University. He also holds a General 
Course degree with an emphasis in 
Social Policy and Economics from 
the London School of Economics. 
He spent a year studying urban 
policy and economic development 
at the London School of Economics.
 Bibb interned for Barack Obama, 
when he was in the United States 
Senate. He was special assistant 
to Cuyahoga County Executive Ed 
Fitzgerald and worked in various 
corporate and strategic consulting 
roles. Currently, he works with 
mayors, business leaders and 
community organizations across 
the country as the Chief Strategy 
Offi cer of Urbanova, an innovative 
start-up that leads new initiatives 
to make cities safer, healthier and 
more resilient. 
 His mayoral campaign 
platform promises to include 
innovative programs to rebuild the 
economically depressed sections 
of Cleveland with more targeted 
investments in the Southeast side, 
for example, and raise additional 
capital beyond City Hall to drive 
investment into the neighborhoods. 
Housing and transit costs need 
structural change, according to 
Bibb, giving residents the ability 
to access vacant land in a more 
streamlined way, to repurpose 
the properties in support of the 
community.
 “The Southeast side of 
Cleveland could be a prime cluster 
for advanced manufacturing. We 
have to make sure we’re providing 
skilled training for the residents to 
take advantage of those advanced 
manufacturing jobs,” said Bibb. 
“We have a number of different 
neighborhood-based businesses 
in the Southeast that aren’t 
connected to the digital economy. 
Many of the local businesses don’t 
have email accounts or access to 
highspeed broad band. We have to 
work with organizations like Jump 
Start and GCP (Greater Cleveland 
Partnership) to create a digital main 
street initiative to get the business 
the digital acumen to grow in scale. 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
can play a large role in helping to 
close the access to investment 
capital.”

 “We need to make sure Mount 
Pleasant and Union-Miles, 
and other CDC’s (Community 
Development Corporations), have 
the resources they need. Detroit 
Shoreway and Tremont are well 
resourced. You don’t have that with 
the Southeast neighborhoods.”
 For his plan to work Bibb 
knows the economic development 
system has to evolve. Advanced 
manufacturing fi rms have to be 
identifi ed. A clear and concise 
plan is necessary. He believes 
leveraging federal and state 
resources around clusters of 
manufacturing and development 
provide the best opportunity for 
success. 
 “If you don’t have a cluster base 
support of economic development 
for the neighborhood, then how 
are we going to make sure we’re 
targeting investment in the right 
way?” Bibb asked. “With a clear, 
cohesive strategy at the macro 
level for the entire city, but also at 
the very hyper-local level as well, 
we can really go a long way.”
 Opportunity CLE, a collaboration 
between the city of Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga County, Greater 
Cleveland Partnership, Cleveland 
Development Advisors, the Fund 
for Our Economic Future and the 
Cuyahoga Land Bank, launched 
its strategy for taking advantage 
of the federal “opportunity zone” 
program back in March 2016. 
There is an estimated $6 trillion in 
unrealized capital gains in the U.S., 
according to Opportunity CLE. The 
opportunity zone program aims to 
put those dollars into distressed 
communities in need of investment
 In Cuyahoga County, there are 
48 opportunity zones in the city of 
Cleveland and 16 spread across 
Bedford Heights, Brook Park, 
Cleveland Heights, Euclid, Garfi eld 
Heights, Maple Heights, North 
Randall, Richmond Heights and 
Warrensville Heights. The region’s 
most-distressed communities, 
such as East Cleveland, did not 
get any. Cuyahoga County’s 64 
Opportunity Zones have been 
grouped into 11 districts: Downtown 
Cleveland, W. 25th-MetroHealth 
Corridor, Health-Tech Corridor, 
Opportunity Corridor, Glenville-
Rockefeller Park Innovation 
District, Euclid/Collinwood 
Industrial Corridor, Outer Belt 
Development District, Aerozone 
Innovation Hub, Cuyahoga County 
Airport District, Transportation 
Boulevard Development District 
and Caledonia Park District. 
 Opportunity Zones offer tax 
breaks to investors who help 
fi nance long-term development 
projects and/or improvements in 
low-income census tracts selected 
by the governor of each state.  
Critics of the program believe funds 
often go to projects that would have 
happened anyway and Opportunity 
Zones mostly subsidize real estate 
deals, with modest job growth, 
boost middle-class housing, not 
affordable housing, and don’t help 
the poorest neighborhoods.
 Proximity to the inner suburbs 
gives the Southeast corridor of 
Cleveland plenty of opportunities 
despite being left out of the 
Opportunity Zones program, 
according to Bibb. The Kinsman 
Road corridor to Shaker Heights, 
near the Lee-Harvard area, could 
be a major connecting point for 

development to be catalytic.
 “Proximity to the Eastside suburbs 
is a big part of development,” he 
said. “Property and land value 
prices are affordable right now in 
the Southeastern sector. The cost 
of starting a business would be a lot 
lower than in other parts of the city. 
There’s also a wealth of untapped 
opportunity of talent in the East 
side of the city. They may not have 
the same college credentials as 
other parts of the city, but you have 
a workforce, if trained appropriately 
could be ready to work but we 
have to connect our education and 
workforce systems.”
 Bibb wants to see a modern and 
engaged City Hall that will help 
fi nance his development plans. 
Millions of dollars of ineffi ciencies 
plague local government. 
Bibb points to an ineptitude of 
incompetence in the current 
administration.
 “By restructuring City government 
to do more with less and work 
better for our taxpayers, we will be 
able to fi nd the resources we need 
to invest in improving the quality 
of life for our residents and make 
the smart investments to grow our 
economy.”
 Lakefront development has been 
a part of every Cleveland mayoral 
campaign for decades. Burke 
Lakefront Airport is owned and 
operated by the City of Cleveland, 
which also operates Hopkins 
International Airport. Burke covers 
an area of 450 acres built on 
landfi ll, with 3.1 miles of Lake 
Erie shoreline. Flight operations 
at Burke have declined 66% from 
roughly 100,000 in 2000 to roughly 
34,000 in 2018.
 Despite the sharp decline in use, 
Mayor Jackson stated publicly that 
he does not plan to close Burke 
Lakefront Airport anytime soon. 
Bibb isn’t as convinced. 
 “We need a plan for Burke and 
start a conversation now so we can 
lay out a path to decommission 
Burke and fi nd the right value of 
the lakefront asset over a long-term 
basis. It’s a 10 to15 year effort to 
get it done but every year we wait, 
it’s a missed opportunity,” he said. 
“In my fi rst 100 days as Mayor, 
I want to launch a commission to 
decommission Burke, and work 
with our federal partners and state 
delegations to make sure we’re 
doing everything we can and 
connect the decision to a larger 
strategy for lakefront development.”
 “We can walk and chew gum at 
the same time,” added Bibb.

Editor’s Note: Plain Press readers and 
candidates for public offi ce are invited 
to contribute to creating a more pro-
gressive city. The newly created website 
“Lake Effects: Progressive thinking 

for the Cleveland we want” offers an 
opportunity for you to contribute your 
ideas. The site created by David Beach 
is now online at: lake-effects.org.  “The 
goal of the site is to create a resource 
for citizens and candidates for Mayor 

and City Council that will provide a 
useful collection of issues and ideas 
while stimulating a discussion about 
what a progressive city can be like,” 
says David Beach.

Forum examines protections for tenants
by Jack Barnes

On March 17th Organize! Ohio 
hosted a zoom forum event called 
“Expanding Tenant Protections: Pay 
to Stay and Source of Income” as 
part of the Ohio Fair Lending & Vital 
Communities Brown Bag Forum 
series. Moderated by Cuyahoga 
Affordable Housing Alliance (CAHA) 
Chair Phil Star, meeting attendees 
heard from housing experts who 
shed light on the current efforts to 
keep people housed, lawyers who 
got specifi c legislation passed in 
certain Ohio cities, and represen-
tatives from both of Ohio’s United 
States Senators who discussed the 
stances of their bosses and potential 
actions on Capitol Hill.

Star began the St. Patrick’s Day 
forum by noting that the fi rst Irish 
immigrants to Ireland settled in the 
west bank of the fl ats where, impov-
erished, the tenements they lived in 
eventually became part of a national 
movement toward legislated tenant 
protection in the form of housing and 
building codes.

This fi rst panelist to present was Molly 
Martin, Director of Strategic Initiatives 
at the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless (NEOCH). Martin shared a 
slideshow explaining what Pay to Stay 
legislation is and why it matters. Cur-
rently in Cleveland and most Ohio cities, 
she described, landlords can proceed 
with evictions even if the tenant offers 
the money after it is due. Under a Pay 
to Stay law, tenants would be able to 
prevent evictions by paying rent and 
late fees prior to eviction fi lings or before 
an eviction judgment. In this way, Pay 
to Stay “encourages landlords to work 
with a tenant outside of court and dis-
incentivizes fi lings… because [it] would 
be a codifi ed equitable defense.” Martin 
shared statistics to show its relevance. In 
Cleveland, where 80% of 9,000 annual 
evictions are fi led for nonpayment of rent 
affecting a group that is 77% Black, such 
legislation could signifi cantly reduce the 
number of destabilizing life events for an 
already marginalized population.

In addition to Pay to Stay, protections 
related to source of income discrimina-
tion represent another legislative goal 
for housing advocates. A presentation 
by Senior Research Associate at Fair 
Housing Center for Rights & Research 
Michael Lepley shed some light on the 
topic. Source of income discrimina-
tion, Lepley says, generally refers to 
“landlords refusing to accept housing 
vouchers specifi cally, and sometimes 
other federal and local housing subsi-
dies like rapid rehousing vouchers or 
other forms of supplemental income.” 
Lepley’s study included a survey, aided 
by the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing 
Authority (CMHA), which shows that 
the “number one factor preventing [re-
spondents] from fi nding their preferred 

housing was landlords refusing to accept 
their vouchers,” demonstrating that with-
out source of income laws the voucher 
program fails to achieve its goals. The 
research goes on to convincingly show 
that the housing program contributes to 
racial segregation in Cuyahoga County, 
both because landlords often use “No 
Section 8” qualifi ers as proxy for racially 
motivated discrimination, and even when 
the provider is not racially motivated this 
exclusion still has a discriminatory effect.

During the pandemic, attorneys Debra 
Lavey and Reem Subei at Advocates 
for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE) have 
been successful in getting these kinds 
of protections passed in some local 
governments in Ohio. Lavey discussed 
getting a Pay to Stay ordinance passed 
in the Village of Yellow Springs in 
Greene County. While the ordinance 
is limited and only lasts until the state 
of emergency is over, it does include a 
provision capping the amount allowed 
to be charged for late fees and provides 
several opportunities for tenants to pay 
their rent. Subei then explained the Pay 
to Stay ordinance they subsequently got 
passed in Toledo, which, while it does not 
create a right to paying rent late, creates 
an affi rmative defense that a judge can 
accept or deny. This way tenants do 
not need to know about it if they cannot 
afford legal defense. Additionally, Subei 
said, ABLE was able to get source of 
income legislation passed in Toledo; an 
effort that has actually been going on 
since 2018.

The forum’s liaisons to Washington, 
D.C. offered some updates on national 
housing policy efforts. Legislative As-
sistant Avery Pierson from Senator Rob 
Portman’s Offi ce went fi rst, describing 
Portman as “a leader in ensuring that 
the rental assistance provision was in-
cluded” in the COVID relief bills passed 
by Congress. Senator Sherrod Brown’s 
representative Beth Cooper mentioned 
that, while Brown has been spending 
most of his time working on the American 
Rescue Act, he was pleased that the 
recent Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs Committee hearing on housing 
addressed the full range of housing 
needs, rather than only discussing 
housing in its relation to banking. Both 
reps were happy to note the $21 billion 
for emergency rental assistance included 
in the American Rescue Plan.

The forum’s fi nal speaker was Kate 
Carden, Assistant Director of Community 
Resources at CHN Housing Partners, 
who shared a slideshow updating at-
tendees on the state of rental assistance 
in the City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga 
County. CHN partnered with EDEN to ad-
minister COVID rental relief, and Carden 
explained that county residents with 
incomes below 80% of the Area Median 
Income and a COVID related hardship 
qualifi ed. Since the program began in 
June, need has increased dramatically, 
and they anticipate a signifi cant spike 
leading up to and after the expiration of 
the Center for Disease Control eviction 
moratorium.
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Former Cleveland Mayor and prospective 2021 mayoral candidate 
Dennis Kucinich

Dennis Kucinich considers entering Cleveland mayor’s race
by Bruce Checefsky
 Dennis Kucinich hasn’t offi cially 
announced his candidacy for 
mayor, at least not yet, but he did 
fi le paperwork with the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections this 
past December to form the “Re-
elect Mayor Kucinich” campaign 
fundraising committee. He 
previously served as Mayor of 
Cleveland from 1977-79. 

Kucinich, 74, believes the City 

of Cleveland can do more for its 
residents in public health and safety, 
viability of the neighborhoods, and 
proactive economic opportunities. 
The city needs a fresh approach 
to new ideas and a dynamic mayor 
with a can-do attitude to implement 
them, according to him.
 “We need to start talking about 
rebuilding neighborhoods like 
Kinsman and Woodland Hills, Mt. 
Pleasant and Union-Miles Park. 

People in these communities can’t 
get bank loans to fi x their homes,” 
said Kucinich. “We need to make 
sure they have equal opportunity.”
 Urban housing issues including 
mortgage fi nancing in underserved 
areas of the city are not new to 
Kucinich.  As a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
from Ohio’s 10th district, he led 
a congressional Domestic Policy 
Subcommittee hearing to discuss 
predatory mortgages, payday 
lending and foreclosures. Kucinich 
believes local banks enticed people 
in these struggling communities 
with low-documentation or no-
documentation loans ultimately 
setting them up for failure. 
 At the Hearing before the 
Subcommittee on Domestic Policy 
of the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform on March 
21, 2007, Kucinich examined the 
impact of foreclosures, predatory 
mortgages, and payday lending 
in America’s cities against the 
backdrop of a serious plunge in 
the stock market. He predicted 
foreclosures would cost 
homeowners over $164 billion. He 
wondered if anyone in government 
had a proper understanding of 
the dimensions of the devastating 
foreclosure crisis and the impact 
it had on American cities. It was 
severe, prolonged, and very 
serious.
 “I led the investigation on 
the conduct of local Cleveland 
banks who went into those Black 
communities and took advantage 
of their dreams to own a home,” 
Kucinich said. “They were setting 
people up.”
 When the fi nancial collapse 
worsened, and bank loans came 
due, many people, falling behind 
in their loan payments, lost their 
homes. Cleveland, particularly 
the East side of Cleveland, was 
the epicenter of the subprime 
meltdown. Kucinich led an 
investigation into the lending banks 
“dirty tactics” and even today he 
believes Cleveland banks were 
more interested in taking money 
away from the community than 
investing in healthy sustainable 
neighborhoods. 
 “The next Mayor of Cleveland 
must be prepared to negotiate 
signifi cantly higher investments 
from local banks to improve 
property and provide mortgages 
in communities that have 
been previously denied a fair 
opportunity,” he said, referring 
to the Southeastern section of 
Cleveland.
 Kucinich believes the next mayor 
must have a city-wide health policy 
that includes access to healthy 
nutritional food. More than 59% 
of Cleveland residents live in food 
deserts where the availability 
of affordable, nutritious foods is 
limited, and people experience 
inequalities in economic 
opportunity and quality of health. 

African Americans represent 
nearly 60% of the food desert 
population. Neighborhoods like St. 
Claire-Superior, Fairfax, Buckeye-
Woodhill, and Stockyards have 
the highest percentage of food 
deserts where residents have to 
travel between one and two miles 
to a grocery store. In some areas, 
residents have to travel two or 
more miles to fi nd nutritious food.
 “We need a public health policy 
that will provide people access 
to healthy and nutritious food. It 
doesn’t mean people have to pay 
more for the food or the city has 
to pay more for the services, it 
means we have to be wise using 
tax dollars to help people survive,” 
said Kucinich. “Right now, there are 
too many families in Cleveland just 
trying to make it day to day. The city 
must function to help those people 
that have the most needs.” 
 Kucinich would like to see urban 
agriculture as a productive use 
of vacant land. But sustaining 
agriculture over the long term 
in neighborhoods experiencing 
abandonment requires new 
strategies that interlink land, 
planning, organizing, and 
resources, according to the Journal 
of Urban Affairs. 
 Cleveland adopted a 
sustainability strategy in 2008. 
Agriculture was embraced as 
community development in the 
wake of the foreclosure crisis. 
However, despite claims of food 
system benefi ts for neighborhoods, 
urban agriculture was organized 
primarily to serve other purposes 
such as land stabilization and 
social service provisions. The 
sustainability plan is still ongoing. 
 Kucinich doesn’t provide much 
detail, but he also believes the next 
mayor must have a dynamic and 
innovative approach with young 
people who “have nowhere to go 
and eventually end up in street 
gangs.”
 “This isn’t complicated,” he 
insisted. “You have to focus on the 
most basic needs of people such 
as safety. We have neighborhoods 
that are overrun by crime. The next 
mayor must work to reclaim our 
streets. The city needs to reach 
out and save Cleveland’s young 
people from the grasp of the justice 
system and incarceration.” 
 When it comes to the West Side 
Market, Kucinich is convinced 
the city could do better with 
management of the historic 
property. Last year, in February 
2020, he published an op-ed that 
appeared in the Plain Dealer on 
“How to save the iconic West Side 
Market”. The op-ed called for the 
city to take responsibility for failing 
electrical and plumbing systems 
and years of neglect resulting in 
fewer market tenants renewing 
their leases and more empty 
booths than ever. He wants to see 
that changed. 
 Kucinich provided a nine-point 

plan to address the problems 
including lowering vendor rents, 
eliminate monthly vendor parking 
fees, adding parking lot security, 
accelerate capital repairs to 
elevators, mechanical functions, 
plumbing and lighting, fi x the 
Market Tower Clock, create a free 
West Side Market circulating bus, 
market the market, and make 
certain the city is proactive and 
present in the daily management of 
the market. 
 “The West Side Market’s biggest 
challenge has been the indifference 
of the city administration to simple 
remedies which can restore the 
market to its former glory. I’ve 
made several attempts to stir the 
administration’s attention. The city 
does not need to hire a consultant,” 
he said. “It does need to listen to 
the tenants.”
 Ward 3 Councilman Kerry 
McCormack posted a message on 
his Twitter account in response to 
the op-ed: “Too little too late, Dennis. 
Decades of city management 
have failed the market. Time for 
structural change, not just Op-
Eds. Let’s bring in an independent 
nonprofi t management system.”

Cleveland recently announced 
that David K. O’Neil was selected 
as the consultant to review 
market operations. O’Neil is an 
internationally known expert in the 
development of public markets and 
their local economies, according to 
a press release.
 “There’s never been an interest 
by City Hall in the West Side 
Market. The city needs to fi gure 
out how to get more vendors and 
lower the price of food. People 
will fl ock to the market if they can 
get food at a decent price,” said 
Kucinich. “How does a consultant 
from outside the city know more 
about the market than people that 
live in Cleveland? The next mayor 
must bring the market back and not 
take it out of public control. That’s 
the worst idea imaginable.”
 With the future of Burke 
Lakefront Airport and lakefront 
development at stake in the next 
election, Kucinich wants to see 
more citizen groups involved in 
the decision-making process. The 
lakefront belongs to the people 
of Cleveland and it’s part of their 
heritage, according to him. While 
he maintains that he has a plan for 
development, he won’t talk about 
it until after he decides on the 
mayoral race. 
 “I’m walking in the direction 
towards it,” said Kucinich, referring 
to his interest in running for mayor.
 The fi ling deadline is June 16, 
2021. Primary elections take place 
on September 14, 2021, with the 
nonpartisan general election on 
November 2, 2021. 

Editor’s Note: Plain Press readers 
and candidates for public office are 
invited to contribute to creating a more 
progressive city. The newly created 
website “Lake Effects: Progressive 
thinking for the Cleveland we want” of-
fers an opportunity for you to contribute 
your ideas. The site created by David 
Beach is now online at: lake-effects.
org.  “The goal of the site is to create 
a resource for citizens and candidates 
for Mayor and City Council that will 
provide a useful collection of issues 
and ideas while stimulating a discussion 
about what a progressive city can be 
like,” says David Beach.
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Friday March 19, 2021; Near West Land Trust Groundbreaking Ceremony, 1902 W. 50th Street: (L-R): Ohio 
City Incorporated Executive Director Tom McNair, B.R. Knez Construction Owner Bo Knez, Ward 3 City 
Council Representative Kerry McCormack, President of the Near West Land Trust Board of Directors 
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

FOR RENT
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

ate income individuals or sell their home 
back to the trust. 

As the near west side continues its 
steady march towards gentrifi cation, 
this allows a portion of the properties 
to remain within reach of moderate-in-
come homebuyers.

“While we welcome everyone in 
our community of all backgrounds and 
income levels, preserving affordable 
housing is a top priority,” says Ward 
3 Cleveland City Councilman, Kerry 
McCormack. “I’m proud of the work 
that has been done to leverage public 
land, and can’t thank Ohio City Inc. 
and Tremont West enough, to establish 
structures like the land trust that will 
produce quality, affordable housing for 
our community.”

A new path to affordability
If there’s a caveat to buying a new 

$150,000 house within walking and 
biking distance of the West Side Market 
and the tree-lined shops on Professor 
Avenue, it’s that the land trust holds title 
to the land and leases the land back to 
the homeowner. The purchase price is 
more affordable because the homeown-
er is only buying the house, not the land. 
A land trust acts as a brake on the profi t 
that can be made on the property; the 
tradeoff is more people can afford to buy 
a house in a more diverse neighborhood.  

“If you’re building $150,000 houses 
around $50,000 houses, I don’t know 
where the value proposition is,” McNair 
says, “but if they are surrounded by 
$300,000 houses, and you have all of 
those amenities, like access to a healthy 
trail system or access to the riverfront, 
it’s why we think this is the right place 
for a land trust.” 

According to the press release, the 
first new home at 1902 West 50th 
Street will be 1350 square feet, with 
a full basement, and will be built to 
Energy Star standards. It will qualify 
for the city’s 15-year tax abatement. 
Local builder Knez Homes is the con-
struction partner. Gap fi nancing for the 
project is being provided through the 
City’s Housing Trust Fund, as well as 
Enterprise Community Partners, whose 
seed funding helped to make the Land 
Trust possible. 

There are over 225 community land 
trusts in the United States, according 
to Grounded Solutions, an Oakland, 
CA organization working to promote 
land trusts.

Second chances do happen
Marge Misak is a consultant to some 

of these land trusts, including the Cen-
tral Ohio Community Land Trust in 
Columbus. Misak was also the founder, 
in the mid 2000s, of the now-defunct 
Cuyahoga Community Land Trust 
on the Near West Side of Cleveland. 
Misak ended up securing a land lease 
and conventional mortgage on a small 
number of properties. The Near West 
Land Trust is assuming the assets of 
the Cuyahoga Community Land Trust: 
a 4-unit, multi-family building on West 
45th Street and six, single-family homes 
that are located in Ohio City and Detroit 
Shoreway from the original land trust’s 
caretaker, Cleveland Housing Network.

“In many ways and in many places, 
this is how affordable housing is being 
created,” says Misak. 

Then and now, she believes a land 
trust helps keep housing prices stable. 
Back then, the Cuyahoga Community 
Land Trust launched just before the 
housing bubble burst, fueled by sub-
prime lending, leading to the foreclosure 
crisis that started in 2008 and lasted 
for years. 

And yet, since 2006, there has been a 
steady climb in housing values in Ohio 
City and Tremont, refl ecting an infl ux 
of homeowners who were reinvesting in 
the area, followed by an infl ux of private 
developers building half-a-million-
dollar condominiums and townhomes.  

The Near West Land Trust would 
like to build at least 10 new, affordable 
homes each of the next four years, says 
Ben Trimble, chief real estate offi cer for 

OCI. The land trust’s building costs will 
be subsidized in part by gap fi nancing 
provided by the city, he says, with the 
remainder covered by a construction 
loan from Erie Bank. Some existing 
houses will come into the land trust 
from Tremont West purchasing and 
rehabilitating the properties.

Since the land trust owns the land, 
it is not refl ected in the sales price. 
“Depending on how you value the 
land, at least 30% (comes off the cost 
to the homeowner). That is $80,000 to 
$100,000 (that comes) off the cost.”
A down payment on diversity

The Near West Land Trust will seek 
direct fi nancial support from Cleveland 
and the federal government through 
its Housing Trust Fund, McCormack 
says, to cover construction costs going 
forward. Cleveland does not have a 
dedicated fund or bond aimed at creat-
ing more affordable housing like some 
cities, including Columbus and Wash-
ington, D.C., where the city established 
a $100 million bond issue for affordable 
housing. Currently, subsidies are aimed 
broadly at development. 

“My frustration is we continue to 
subsidize what we call market rate; 
but it’s subsidized market rate because 
most new development is offered TIFs 
(tax increment financing) and tax 
abatement,” Misak says, explaining 
the public subsidies offered to private 
developers of new properties. “Land 
trusts usually have grants to help cover 
the cost of construction. We had city 
funding which came from (federal) 
HOME funds.” 

The main source of funding that 
Cleveland has to meet the needs of 
low- to moderate-income renters and 
homeowners is the federal Community 
Development Block Grant program. 
Tens of millions of dollars a year from 
the program are competitively awarded 
to the city’s community development 
corporations and also allocated to city 
council people for their ward funds. In 
addition, the city receives grants, like 
those that supported a $5 million com-
mitment to its lead safe fund. The city 
and Cuyahoga County offer rental assis-
tance using federal CARES Act funds. 

“The city is primed to begin a more 
systematic approach to affordable 
housing,” says Mark McDermott, Vice 
President, Ohio Enterprise Community 
Partners. Enterprise provided the Near 
West Land Trust a grant for its startup 
costs and staff support.  “Is there room 
for the city to have a set of equitable 
housing policies? Absolutely.”

The city has started the process, 
including its recent review of its tax 
abatement policy. The study concluded 
that tax abatements should be capped 
where the private market is deemed to 
be reasonably strong. 

Land trusts are one tool to counter-
balance the profi t motive of the private 
market, McNair says, especially when 
there’s little incentive to build afford-
able housing. The long-lasting nature 
of land trust properties is an advantage 
over other tools like inclusionary zon-
ing, which requires private developers 
to set aside a certain percentage of af-
fordable units. Those units can and often 
do expire after a set number of years, 
says Misak. She cited the case of af-
fordable housing units that were built in 
Montgomery, Maryland, reverting back 
to market-rate housing in recent years. 

“Other affordable housing models 
put a subsidy in at the beginning, and 
the property reverts to sale as market 
rate,” explains Trimble. “A land trust 
is a model that presupposes you have a 
responsible organization.”

Meaning, the land trust must act as 
steward of the property agreement from 
one owner to the next, which could 
take years.

“It retains it as a community asset 
and at the same time is enabling buyers 
who wouldn’t be able in that market to 
be there,” McDermott says. “A lot of 
people think that the Cleveland market 
is affordable, but the fact is we have 

many working families who are priced 
out of markets here. Often, it becomes 
an issue of racial equity because these 
neighborhoods are becoming less di-
verse than they have for decades. This 
is a great solution to that.”
Editor’s Note: The author of this ar-
ticle, Marc Lefkowitz, is a writer and 
sustainability consultant in Northeast 

MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSINGMORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Ohio and the former Director of the 
GreenCityBlueLake Institute. This 
article was produced and provided to 
the Plain Press by The Land. The Land 
is an online newsletter that reports on 
Cleveland neighborhoods and inner 
ring suburbs. To subscribe to The Land 
visit www.thelandcle.org. 

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2
MEMBERS: The Ohio Development 
Disabilities Council (DD Council) is 
recruiting new membership for the 
following categories: Individual with 
a developmental disability; Parent or 
guardian of a child with a developmen-
tal disability; and An immediate relative 
or guardian of an institutionalized or 
previously institutionalized individual 
with a developmental disability or 
an individual with a developmental 
disability who resides or previously 
resided in an institution. The Ohio DD 
Council consists of at least 30 members 
appointed by the governor. Members are 
people with developmental disabilities, 
parents and guardians of people with 
developmental disabilities, represen-
tatives from concerned state agencies, 
and nonprofi t organizations and local 
agencies providing services to people 
with developmental disabilities. If you 
are interested in becoming a member, go 
to our website at www.ddc.ohio.gov to 
the New Member Application page for 
more information.  You may apply 
online or download documents to com-
plete and mail to our offi ce. Deadline 
to apply is April 18, 2021.

RECREATION
EASTER BUNNY DRIVE THRU EGG 
GIVEAWAY AND SCAVENGER EGG 
HUNT:  Come see the Easter Bunny and 
grab some eggs in a safe environment. April 
3, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., Urban Community 
School, 4909 Lorain Avenue. Afterwards go 
to a local park to fi nd hidden eggs with prizes.
CITY OF CLEVELAND’S NEIGH-
BORHOOD RESOURCE AND RECRE-
ATION CENTER Spring 2021 programs 
are now open for registration for both virtual 
and in person classes. To view offerings 
in the Spring Program Guide visit:  www.
clevelandohio.gov/NRRCactivities. If you 
experience a problem connecting to the 
site or have questions regarding program 
offerings, please call Sherry Ulery at 216-
664-2241 or email NRRC_Registration@
clevelandohio.gov.

TREMONT
TREMONT WEST DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION is seeking candidates for 
its upcoming Board of Directors elections 
in May 2021! We are looking for members 
who are interested in working together to 
give back to the Tremont, Duck Island, and 
Irishtown Bend Community by helping the 
neighborhood improve and prosper. We 
are seeking individuals who will be active 
participants for a three-year term on the 
Board. Please reach out to Nominating 
Committee Co-Chairs, Brent Burke, Grace 
French, Brian Hannon, and Dan Cotter, 

at TWDCBoard@gmail.com for information 
about what a board member does for our 
community and how to apply. Applicants 
will be asked to submit an application 
about why they are interested, what you 
would bring to TWDC, and how you would 
support our community, the deadline is 
Friday, April 9, 2021.  Elections will be 
held during TWDC Annual Meeting in 
May 2021. Contact us at TWDCBoard@
gmail.com to get started. We look forward 
to hearing from you!
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Wednesday March 17, 2021; Townhouses at W. 67th and Father Caruso Drive: A new Cleveland City Wide 
Citizens Committee is supporting legislation that would repeal and replace the City of Cleveland’s 2018 
townhouse legislation (Section 337.031 Townhouse Districts). The committee says one of their concerns 
about the ordinance is it “allows extreme density and enormous buildable volume that is incompatible with 
Single and Two-family districts and the more open character of Cleveland’s residential neighborhoods, 
diminishing the quality of the built environment.”

policy and design guidelines that 
will impact new transit-oriented 
development (TOD) along the 
corridor.
 The consultant team of 
Stantec Inc. and Seventh Hill 
were hired by GCRTA to provide 
recommendations and policy 
initiatives for the next phase of 
design, which will support a formal 
application for federal funding 
to construct the BRT line when 
completed. The total cost for the 
design planning is $414,000. Most 
of the project cost is covered by a 
$336,000 federal grant. RTA pays 
the remainder. GCRTA selected 
the consultants in January 2020 
through a competitive Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process.
 Seventh Hill, founded by 
David Jurca, is an urban design 
consultancy dedicated to 
transforming people and places 
through measurable experiences. 
The Cleveland-based fi rm focuses 
on improving user experiences in 
the public realm through appropriate 
technology and insightful research. 
 Stantec Inc. is an international 
professional services company 
in the design and consulting 
business with over 22,000 
employees operating out of 
more than 350 locations in North 
America and across offi ces in 6 
continents internationally. The 
company provides professional 
consulting services in planning, 
engineering, architecture, interior 
design, landscape architecture, 
surveying, environmental sciences, 
project management, and project 
economics for infrastructure and 
facilities projects.
 Stantec Inc. was at the center 
of a whistleblower lawsuit in 
2019 when contractors charged a 
Honolulu rail project for hundreds 
of change orders that added more 
than $20 million to the project. 
An employee of Stantec, who 
was eventually terminated by the 
company, alleged that contractors 
charged for “hundreds of change 
orders” without getting approval 

from the Honolulu Authority for 
Rapid Transportation (HART). 
The whistleblower suit came as 
the rail authority faced criminal 
investigations into escalating 
costs. Stantec offi cials denied the 
allegations.
 In 2016, The City of Winnipeg 
fi led a lawsuit against Stantec Inc. 
alleging the fi rm was negligent in 
its design and construction of the 
Sturgeon Creek Bridge. A year 
prior to the lawsuit, the Town of 
Plymouth in Massachusetts won a 
landmark $22.8 million settlement 
over sewer collapse in which 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 
had worked on the design.
 The GCRTA 25Connects 
plan includes a bus rapid transit 
(BRT) design for the corridor 
highlighting the common themes 
and expressing the unique 
character of each community with 
a foundational policy and urban 
design toolkit to implement new 
transit-oriented development 
along West 25th Street to 
support walkable, transit-focused 
communities, according to a RTA 
spokesperson.  A review of current 
market conditions and fi nancial 
tools will provide opportunities for a 
new transit-oriented development 
along West 25th Street and identify 
factors that will provide equitable 
housing opportunities along the 
corridor, ensuring displacement 
and gentrifi cation are kept to a 
minimum.
 David Dixon, Principal Project 
Director, and Craig Sklenar, Project 
Manager, from Stantec Inc., are 
leading the Cleveland project.
 “It’s great to be here,” said Dixon 
during the fi rst interactive virtual 
meeting last year. “Cleveland is a 
city that is dear to my heart. This 
is an exciting and important project 
particularly now.”
 Sklenar introduced the rest 
of the consulting team including 
David Jurca from Seventh Hill, as 
well as several residents from the 
community, and Maribeth Feke, 
RTA’s director of programs and 
planning.
 “We see this as a unifying 
project along the West 25th Street 
corridor,” said Sklenar. “We want 
to explore how we’re living and 
working together.”
 The community engagement 
process was used to fi gure out 
what residents need in terms 
of bus service transit along the 
corridor and provide a foundational 
document for schematic designs. 
Sklenar was looking for a clear 
vision from the community that 
could be implemented effectively, 
according to him.
 “If we’re creating a premium 
bus service to increase density 
population along the corridor, 
we have to make sure real 
estate developers and investors 
understand how to make it happen,” 
said Sklenar. 
 Transit Orientated Development 
(TOD), a central component of 
the Stantec study, is built upon 
density, diversity, and design. 
Density ensures there’s enough 
critical mass to create a premium 
transit service servicing everything 
from single family homes to high-
rise apartment complexes. Dixon 
and his team at Stantec, along with 
Jurca and Seventh Hill, will make 
recommendations that will include 
increasing density while creating 

the tools needed for investment 
along the corridor. Diversity is 
not limited to the makeup of the 
population, according to the initial 
study. Activities play a large role 
towards a vital, walkable transit 
connected urban community. 
Building typology is part of the 
diversity plan; design ensures both 
the private sector and public sector 
have equal footing in the creative 
process.
 “We want to make sure that new 
and innovative ideas have room 
to adapt within the framework that 
we’re creating,” Sklenar said.
 Life and vitality are returning to 
the city of Cleveland like never 
before, according to Dixon. For 
RTA, the project concept which 
began before COIVD19 matters 
more now than ever. Dixon believes 
that regional demographics 
are changing in favor of urban 
lifestyles, emphasizing the need to 
ensure that equity is built into city 
planning including public transit. 
 “One of the things we know about 
COVID19 is that people of color 
and lower income are suffering the 
most,” he said. “We have to create 
housing where people won’t need 
to own or operate a car. You may 
have seen stuff on social media 
saying people are leaving cities but 
in fact, the data all shows that is 
not the case. People want to live in 
walkable places.”
 Despite Dixon’s optimism, 
Cleveland’s population declined 
annually since 2012 by 2.3%, even 
as the U.S. population grew by 
3.8% over the same period. Over 
a third of Cleveland residents live 
in poverty, more than three times 
the national average. Most major 
urban study reports point to the 
lack of businesses and jobs in 
disadvantaged urban areas as a 
cause for increased crime, poverty, 
deterioration and decline of the 
inner city. Politico, a company that 
focuses on fostering journalism 
focusing on politics and policy both 
in the United States and throughout 
the world, recently reported that 
teleworking, not the coronavirus, is 
making urban living obsolete. 
 Offi ce leasing activity in 
Cleveland declined 70 percent 
last year. Working from home will 
remain the norm, experts say. 
Once the vaccine program has 
been successfully administered, 
many businesses could switch to 
a mix of days in the offi ce and at 
home.
 At the fi nal RTA 25Connects 
virtual community meeting held on 
February 25, 2021, Sklenar rolled 
out a list of diagnostics and statistics 
from their research. Dixon added 
that corridors like West 25th Street 
are ‘our small towns’. People want 
to live close to the convenience 
of shopping and meeting friends. 
The deep underlying fundamental 
trends in the economy have 
not changed as a result of the 
COVID19 pandemic, according to 
him. Most of the new urban jobs 
require advanced education and 
training, and they tend to attract 
creative people. 
 “Jobs follow the workforce into 
the cities where mixed use and 
walkable neighborhoods need 
public transit,” he said, adding, 
“COVID19 has not correlated with 
people leaving cities. Poverty and 
race have.” 

25CONNECTS25CONNECTS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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cannot afford. Such practices not only 
make housing less affordable to exist-
ing residents, but also defer property 
taxes that should go to pay for school 
programs, library services and city 
services such as staffi ng at playgrounds 
and recreation centers – all services that 
benefi t families with children.
 Developers in recent years have 
begun building a substantial number of 
one-and-two-bedroom apartments and 
townhouses. Generally large structures 
that receive tax abatements, they have 
rents or sale prices so high they are 
unaffordable to Clevelanders living 
in poverty (income less than $26,500 
for a family of four). Also, many of 
these units would not be conducive to 
families with children because of the 
size of the units, or their lack of yards 
in which children can play.
 In some neighborhoods in Cleveland 
prized by developers, such as Tremont, 
Ohio City, Detroit Shoreway, Universi-
ty Circle and Little Italy developers are 
putting up units on every possible emp-
ty lot or buying up existing structures 
to substantially rehab or tear down for 
new construction. These developments 
generally do not result in housing that 
is suitable or affordable for Cleveland’s 
low-income families. Planners justify 
such projects in the name of building 
density in Cleveland. 
 But is this really the case? Is a 
housing policy devised to attract single 
people, retired empty nesters and young 
couples without children a way to build 
density? Is giving away the property 
tax from this new housing a way to 
provide services needed to keep and 
retain families with children?
 If families have an increase in in-
come that will allow them to purchase 
a modestly priced house, will Cleveland 
be the place they chose to live? Will the 
Say Yes to Cleveland College Scholar-
ships available to Cleveland students 
be enough to keep families in the city? 
Will there be enough houses that are 
both affordable and suitable to raise 
a family? Have we addressed the lead 
problem in many of our affordable older 
homes? Do we have the high quality 
educational and childhood programs 
in our schools, libraries and recreation 
centers that these families need? Will 
we have neighborhoods that are built 
to be people centered, with space and 
amenities to attract children and fami-
lies?

LOW INCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDRENLOW INCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
continued from page 2continued from page 2  Currently the answer to having 

enough affordable housing and enough 
amenities for families is “no”. We as a 
society subsidize our wealthiest resi-
dents and wealthy developers with tax 
abatements, while many of our poorest 
residents struggle to pay rents in over-
priced apartments.
 Developers are free to build to 
maximize profi t rather than livability 
for residents and neighbors. Trees and 
green space are removed to maximize 
the number of units that can be placed 
on a parcel. Tall structures crowd out 
the light from neighboring houses and 
yards. Rather than creating a warm hu-
man centered environment, developers 
are putting oversized structures on lots 
with no consideration for the surround-
ing properties and neighborhood. This 
is not a path to residential density, but 
rather a path to a more transient popula-
tion. When young couples among these 
new residents decide to have children, 
will the city be able to offer educational 
and child centered amenities that will 
persuade them to stay?
 The growth in our population is more 
likely if we help to stabilize families that 
already live in Cleveland. To do that, we 
need programs that help low-income 
families to purchase houses, make 
them livable and lead safe. Doing just 
necessary repairs, rather than substan-
tially rehabilitating properties, will keep 
houses affordable.
 We need new and current residents 
that pay property taxes that fund quality 
schools and programs for children and 
families to enjoy. Such policies will 
make Cleveland grow at a faster rate 
than the many tax abated one-and-two-
bedroom apartments that are being sub-
sidized and fast tracked for development 
by Cleveland city planners now. Funds 
from the City of Cleveland’s portion of 
property taxes on new developments 
could be used to develop housing pro-
grams that benefi t low-income families. 
With increased property tax revenue, the 
City of Cleveland could provide funds 
to community organizations to purchase 
houses to sell to low-income families, 
or to help create a fund to help those 
families to pay property taxes.
 It is time for Cleveland to end its 
reign as the city with the highest child 
poverty rate in the country. Offering 
stable housing to families will provide 
families an opportunity to build a 
better future for their children. It will 
help Cleveland to become a more just 
society.
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