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PHOTO BY ANJI DUNN
Cat Colony in Clark Fulton neighborhood. A cat 
takes advantage of the food and water provided by 
volunteers who have taken responsibility for the col-
ony of cats after the original caretaker passed away.

         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Thursday, April 8, 2021; Capitol Theatre Centennial Celebration, W. 
65th and Detroit Avenue: Brittany Senger celebrates the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Capitol Theatre. Senger is a Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization Project Manager charged with developing 
affordable housing in the neighborhood.

         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Sunday, April 18, 2021; Towpath Trail Extension Elevated Pedestrian 
Bridge over Literary Road at W. 5th: An overlook near the Literary Road 
Bridge celebrates the history and role of railroads in Cleveland.

         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Sunday, April 18, 2021; Towpath Trail Extension Elevated Pedestrian Bridge over Literary Road at W. 5th: 
A cyclist travels over the Literary Road Bridge. The bridge connects a trail section running from Canal 
Basin Park to another section which goes toward Steelyard Commons. The Towpath trail in the City of 
Cleveland is a partnership between Canalway Partners, the City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County and the 
Cleveland MetroParks.

Trap-Neuter-Return program benefi ts feral cats
continued on page 6continued on page 6

by Bruce Checefsky
 Anji Dunn and her boyfriend, 
Jesse Armaline, have been catch-
ing feral cats near their west side 

Cleveland neighborhood and bring-
ing them to the Animal Protective 
League for months. To date, they 
captured and released more than 

eighteen cats from a colony of 25-
30 strays. Others are wandering 
the alleyway after a longtime care-
continued on page 7continued on page 7

City Club hosts Clevelanders for Public Comment 
in a forum and a mock public comments session

Members of Cudell Improvement and Detroit Shoreway 
Community Development Organization vote on merger
 Members of Cudell Improvement 
and Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization received 
a packet of information about the 
proposed merger of the two com-
munity development corporations. 
Members were asked to cast a bal-
lot either for or against the merger 
during the voting period from April 
19 thru April 30, 2021 at 4 p.m.
 The two organizations have been 
sharing staff and working together 
since entering into a shared services 
agreement in 2018.
 If the merger is approved, the new 
organization will serve the area from 
W. 45th to W. 117th and from Lake 
Erie to I-90.  The territory will be 
divided into fi ve sectors and each 
sector will have three representa-
tives elected by members to serve 
on the new board of directors.  In 
addition to the fifteen residential 
representatives, there will be fi ve 
commercial or industrial members 
elected to the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors can also ap-
point up to fi ve additional members. 
In all there will be 20 to 25 members 
on the Board of Directors.
 The merger documents call for 
a phase in of the new board, with 
the initial Board of Directors being 
made up of the 35 members of the 
combined boards of the two organi-
zations.
 The merger plan calls for mem-
bers to submit ideas for a new name 
of the organization. Residents and 
representatives of institutions and 
commercial entities lying within 
the service area boundaries will be 
eligible for membership if they pay 
annual dues to the organization. 
The dues described in the merger 
document are: Residential, $5.00; 
Institutional, $15.00; and Commer-
cial, $50.00.
 If approved by the membership, 
plans call for the merger to be ef-
fective as of July1, 2021.

by Chuck Hoven
 The resident led movement, Cleve-
landers for Public Comment, now has 
a majority of Cleveland City Council 
-- nine members -- committed to pass-
ing legislation written by Near West 
Side activist Jessica Trivisonno that 
would create a public comment period 
at Cleveland City Council meetings. 
The nine City Council members now 

in support of the legislation are: Joseph 
Jones, Ward 1; Kerry McCormack, 
Ward 3; Basheer Jones, Ward 7; Mike 
Polensek, Ward 8; Kevin Conwell, Ward 
9 ; Jasmin Santana, Ward 14; Jenny 
Spencer, Ward 15; Brian Kazy, Ward 
16; and Charles Slife, Ward 17.

Clevelanders for Public Comment 
and Council co-sponsors issued a press 
release saying they are asking for quick 

action on the public comment ordinance 
following the comprehensive research 
and analysis conducted in advance 
of crafting the legislation.  A synthe-
sis of the full research and detailed 
explainer can be found here: https://
cle4publiccomment.com/proposed-or-
dinance-analysis-and-explanation/. 

On April 21st, the Cleveland City 
Club hosted “Breaking the Silence: 
A new tradition of public comment in 
Cleveland?” This forum, moderated 
by Nick Castele, featured Near West 
Side activist Jessica Trivisonno, author 
of the proposed ordinance, and two 
City Council members, Basheer Jones 
and Charles Slife, who support the 
ordinance. Following the forum, seven 
community members were each granted 
three minutes to speak in a mock public 
comment demonstration.
 In explaining the proposed legislation 
at the start of the City Club Forum, 
Jessica Trivisonno said, “The proposal 
that has been drafted is really based on 
best practices pulled from other cities, 
both in Ohio and around the country.  
The way that public comment would 
work is at City Council Meetings there 
would be a 30-minute public comment 
session at the beginning of each Council 
Meeting. Individuals would have up to 
three minutes to share a comment.”
 Trivisonno said comments would 
be limited to matters that concern 
local government– legislative, admin-
istrative, or public affairs of the city of 
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        PHOTO BY MS. PFISTER
Saturday, April 10, 2021; Clean-up of I-90 Northbound Underpass on 
W. 65th Street: (L-R) Volunteer Katie Galaszewski and teacher Gary 
Galaszewski. Max Hayes, high school senior class of 2021 chose to 
clean up the I-90 northbound highway underpass on West 65th as their 
Senior Class Community Service Project.  Under the direction of Max 
Hayes’ teachers Mr. Galaszewski & Ms. Pfi ster, the seniors helped com-
plete the schools’ mission statement of giving back to the community.  

ARTS/THEATRE
CLEVELAND PUBLIC THEATRE’S 
STATION HOPE virtual celebration will 
be presented virtually on Saturday, May 1, 
from 5:00-9:00pm. CPT Staff will broadcast 
live while artists envision, interrogate, and 
seek out hope from where they are stationed. 
Station Hope is free, for all ages, and open 
to all – to be livestreamed on CPT’s website 
at www.cptonline.org. 
ACTION IS HOPE; panel discussion 
sponsored by Cleveland Public Theatre lives-
treaming April 30 from 7:00-8:15pm. Local 
leaders who have changed their comm Visit 
www.cptonline.org to learn more.

COMMUNITY
CONSENT DECREE COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATIONS: The next meeting is 
at 6:00 pm on May 12, and the theme will be 
Crisis Intervention and Offi cer Wellness. To 
offer your input on police reform in Cleve-
land, or to express your concerns and ask 
your questions, register for any of the eight 
remaining Consent Decree public meetings 
by visiting unitedwaycleveland.org.

CONSUMERS
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
reminds Ohioans it is a resource to help 
them become more knowledgeable and em-
powered insurance consumers. Educational 

insurance tips sheets, guides, and toolkits are 
available on the department’s website, www.
insurance.ohio.gov. To talk with a depart-
ment insurance expert, call 1-800-686-1526 
and 1-800-686-1578 for Medicare help. 

EDUCATION
THE CLEVELAND WESTSIDE VIL-
LAGE is hosting an educational program, 
“Protecting Assets from Nursing Homes, 
Unraveling the Myths of Medicaid and Plan-
ning for Long Ferm Care.”  Our presenter is 
David Banas, an attorney with the law fi rm 
Hickman and Lowder.  The program will be 
Saturday, May 15 from10:00 a.m. until noon 
by zoom. Register to receive the zoom link 
at: https://clevelandwestside.helpfulvillage.
com/events/128
THE LITERACY COOPERATIVE, the 
Cuyahoga County affi liate to Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, offers a monthly free 
book to children until they reach age fi ve. 
To register your child, please visit: www.
literacycooperative.org/imagination-library. 
For more information call 216-776-6181.

GRANTS
NEIGHBOR UP CIRCULAR CLEVE-
LAND COMMUNITY GRANTS: Appli-
cations for Circular Cleveland Community 
Grants are available now through May 7th 
to neighborhood groups, faith-based or-
ganizations and small non-profit organi-
zations (with an operating budget of less 
than $250,000) to support their community 
work related to the circular economy. What 
is a circular economy? A circular economy 
diverts waste from the landfi ll and reduces 
pollution, keeps products and materials 
in use and restores and renews the natural 
system.  Find more details including how to 
apply at neighborupcle.org/circular
NEIGHBOR UP COMMUNITY GAR-
DEN AND FARMERS MARKET 
GRANTS: grants available for community 
gardens, farmers markets, and for garden art 
in the cities of Cleveland and East Cleve-
land. Grants will be reviewed on a rolling 
basis each week starting May 1st through 
June 15th. Find details at neighborupcle.
org/garden

OHIO CLIMATE JUSTICE FUND 
(OCJF): This newly launched fund will 
invest in Black, Indigenous and People of 
Color (BIPOC) organizations in Ohio, work-
ing at the intersection of racial justice and 
climate action. The OCJF will award com-
petitive, one-time grants between $15,000-
$30,000 to BIPOC led organizations to host 
community listening sessions and lead com-
munities in conversations about the best and 
most effective ways to address climate and 
environmental justice in their communities. 
Grant applications are due by COB on May 
19, 2021. To learn more, visit ohioclimate-
justicefund.org, or email Leah D. Hudnall, 
Director of The Ohio Climate Justice Fund 
at leah@ohioclimatejusticefund.org. 

HEALTH
COVID 19 VACCINE: Urban Kutz Bar-
bershop at 11106 Detroit Avenue will have 
the COVID-19 Vaccine fi rst shot available 
May 8th from Noon to 4:30 p.m. Pfi zer or 
Moderna. Walk in Only – no appointment 
necessary. Second shot in June.
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
COVID-19 VACCINATION SIGNUP:
Appointments can be made at gettheshot.
coronavirus.ohio.gov. Have questions 
about the mass vaccination clinics, or need 
assistance scheduling an appointment? 
Call 1-833-4ASK-ODH/1-833-427-5634 
between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. for assistance.
JOURNEY CENTER FOR SAFETY 
AND HEALING : Our mission is to provide 
services that foster safety and healing for 
those affected by child abuse and domestic 
violence and to prevent abuse through edu-
cation, advocacy, and systemic change. Get 
Help Now. Call or text 216-391-4357.

MEETINGS
NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIE COOR-
DINATING AGENCY (NOACA) will hold 
a virtual public meeting on Monday, May 
3, from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. to reveal its draft 
long-range plan, eENO2050: An Equitable 
Future for Northeast Ohio. This compre-
hensive plan for Northeast Ohio will guide 
major infrastructure investments and set the 
agenda for all forms of transportation and 

access within the region, including automo-
bile, bridge and roadway, transit, bicycle, 
walking, and the movement of freight.  Use 
your telephone or mobile phone to access the 
meeting at: 1-301-715-8592,  watch live on 
You Tube at https://youtu.be/C7PDkKGnvrs
or visit Zoom at https://zoom.us/ Enter the 
following Webinar ID and Passcode to join 
meeting: Webinar ID: 848 7550 2741
Passcode: 548600. You can also download 
the app or view from your browser with this 
link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84875502741?p-
wd=aEQxMXp3WkRteFB3YUhUYml-
rQzNhUT09

PROTEST
PROTEST WHILE YOU STILL CAN:
Oppose Ohio’s Anti-Protest Bills now in 
Ohio state legislature: 4 bills which can lead 
to imprisonment for protesting. Offenses 
include blocking streets or sidewalks; yelling 
at a police offi cer; or providing support to a 
group who organize a protest. The demon-
strations are sponsored by the End Poverty 
Now Coalition. For more information con-
tact: <protest@organizeohio.org> Facebook 
Page: Protest While you Can in Cleveland.

PUBLIC POLICY
LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND 
WE WANT: A website created by David 
Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.
org. The goal of the site is to create a resource 
for citizens and candidates for Mayor and 
City Council that will provide a useful 
collection of issues and ideas while 
stimulating a discussion about what a 
progressive city can be like. 
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN POL-
ICY COMMITTEE (AAPC) encour-
ages all those who will, to come to the 
table to seek out solutions, rooted in 
public policy, that will help solve these 
myriad crises facing African American 
communities in Northeast Ohio. The 
AAPC meets the fi rst Monday of every 
month from 2-3 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit: www.noeblackhealthcoa-
lition.org , call 216-295-0283 or email: 
neobhc@gmail.com.

RECREATION
CLEVELAND METRO PARKS OF-
FERS FREE MOBILE APP: Visitors 
to Cleveland Metroparks now have a 
new way to fi nd trails and hidden gems 
across the 24,000 acre park district with 
the Cleveland Metroparks mobile app! 
The free mobile app is now available 
for download on all Apple and Android 
devices. Download the Cleveland Met-
roparks mobile app today and Find Your 
Path at clevelandmetroparks.com/app.
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     PHOTO BY PAULA MILLER
Friday April 9th, 2021; My Place Homes development on the northeast 
side of W. 41st and Lorain Avenue: Paul Sherlock and Jim Schlecht 
hang their protest sign that says: “Housing 4 the Poor, Not 4 Profi t.”

Call to action: Cleveland needs to address lack of low-income housing options
To the Editor:
 My name is Paul Sherlock and 
last Friday (April 9th) my friend Jim 
Schlecht and I staged a protest of four 
apartment development sites current-
ly underway on the Near West Side 
of Cleveland. We were protesting the 
lack of low-income housing options in 
our beloved community. We are frus-
trated that a large number of taxpayer 
subsidized projects are going up in 
desirable areas like the Near West Side, 
and we ask the question, in a city where 
the poverty rate is almost 31%, where 
is the city’s investment into low-income 
housing?
 Identifying three specific projects 
currently underway or recently complet-

ed we protest the fi nancial incentives 
these and other projects have received 
from local politicians at the City and 
County level along with some cases 
where projects also received State and 
Federal support through loans or histor-
ical tax credits.

LETTER
 The Dexter: 29-million-dollar de-
velopment;112 market rate apartments;
15-year tax abatement worth $330,000 
a year or $4.956 million for the entire 
life of the abatement. Receives tax 
increment fi nancing which is money 
that goes back to the developer to de-
fray some of their costs -source Robert 
Higgs Cleveland.com.

 Market Square: 135-million-dol-
lar development; 300 market rate 
apartments; 15-year tax abatement;
4-million-dollar tax increment fi nancing 
that helps to defray developers costs; 2 
million dollar tax deferred loan from 
the Port of Cleveland -source Robert 
Higgs cleveland.com.
Tinnerman Lofts: 10-million-dollar 
project; 50 market rate apartments; 
265,000 dollars tax increment fi nanc-
ing; 1.7 million dollars state historic 
preservation tax credits -source Robert 
Higgs Cleveland.com.

 Other developments on the Near West 
Side that have received tax credits:
Snavely development on West 26th and 
Detroit -source Robert Higgs cleveland.
com; West 25th Street Lofts at W 25th 
and Church -source Brad Stanhope 
Novogradec; Church and State on 
Detroit -source Stan Bullard Crains 
Cleveland; and Lincoln Building on 
Scranton -source Robert Higgs cleve-
land.com.
 By no means is this a comprehensive 
list of projects that have received gov-
ernment assistance, there are more just 
on the west side alone. All projects are 
market rate rentals which for the Quarter 

(Snavely) and Church and State is $2.27 
per square foot or $2,270 a month for a 
1,000 square foot apartment (I learned 
this information during a protest of the 
Church and State project at a Cuyahoga 
County Committee hearing). Concern-
ing tax increment fi nancing, this incen-
tive is intended to boost development 
in blighted areas, Ohio City is hardly a 
blighted area.
 When it comes to market rate projects 
in a community, they have an impact 
in multiple ways both economic and 
noneconomic. Concerning two of the 
ways it harms economically, one is 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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Mayoral Candidate Basheer Jones currently serves as Ward 7 City 
Council Representative.

3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com

Paid For By Ross DiBello For Cleveland.

Cleveland, if you know 
we need change, call or 
text 216-970-7673 or email 
rossdibelloformayor@gmail.com 
to sign our petition to  
get Ross DiBello on the ballot.  

Check out the vision we believe 
in at RossDiBello.com and help 
us get 3,000 signatures.

Basheer Jones eyeing up mayor’s race
by Bruce Checefsky
 Ward 7 Councilman Basheer 
Jones was elected in November 
2017, representing an area 
which includes the historic Hough 
district, as well as the St. Clair-
Superior, Midtown and Asia Town 
neighborhoods. His fi rst order of 
business once in offi ce was to 
open a food distribution center 
called the Imani Food Distribution 
Center, in honor of his late mother, 
Imani. Since then, he has led the 
charge for Cleveland to recognize 
Indigenous People’s Day and 
called for reforms at the Cuyahoga 
County jail. 
 Jones just wants a fair shake 
for his accomplishments as a 
councilman when considering 
the Cleveland mayoral race.  In 
less than four years, he’s initiated 
over $500 million in development 
in Ward 7, produced and fought 
for legislative policies in City Hall, 
some of which has taken place 
during COVID19, plus there’s an 
outdoor art gallery in his ward along 
Hough Ave. Changing the culture 
of expectations has been his 
most successful political platform, 
according to him.
 “We’re changing the culture by 
changing how we do business. I 
ask myself what to expect from 
residents in the neighborhood and 
fi nd out what they expect from me,” 
he said. “They should expect that 
love translates into action.”
 People are suffering every 
day from poverty and crime, 
underemployment, and social 
disenfranchisement. The current 
administration isn’t helping people 
navigate the diffi culties, as far 
as Jones is concerned. Ward 7 
represents a microcosm of the 
entire city, in his view, with areas 
of homelessness, extreme poverty, 
alongside homes valued at 
$500,000 and areas that have been 
focused on like Chester Avenue 
with areas not as developed as St. 
Clair/Superior.
 “You have places where roads 
are being paved and other places 
that are not,” said Jones, adding, “I 
don’t stand in the way of progress 
like on Chester Ave where all the 
developers want to build but at the 
same time you can’t build buildings 
without building people.”
 Following his election in 
2017, Jones created the Hough 
Community Land Trust with 
fi nancial support from the 
Cleveland Foundation and guided 
by a national consultancy. His 
fi rst project was a $30 million 
planned complex with studio, 
and one-and two-bedroom units 
on the corner of Hough Avenue 
and Ansel Road, just west of E. 
105th Street and Rockefeller Park. 
Signet Real Estate, developers 
for the project, agreed to a 
long-term lease of the land with 

the New Village Corporation, 
a subsidiary of the community 
development corporation 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
that facilitates complex real estate 
transactions with public and private 
partners.
 “The community owns the land. 
It belongs to the people. They can 
take proceeds from the project 
towards fi xing up their homes or 
building whatever is needed,” 
Jones explained. 
 Jones believes city government 
has to help to create opportunities 
in areas of the city hit hardest 
economically like southeast 
Cleveland in the Harvard and 
Lee neighborhoods, and on the 
westside, with Kamm’s Corner and 
other struggling neighborhoods.
 “We have to work as one city,” 
he said. “Your success on Kamm’s 
Corner is my success on the corner 
of 79th and Hough Ave, and your 
pain in Glenville is my pain in 
Tremont.”
 The leadership of Cleveland 
has not paid enough attention to 
individual neighborhood issues, 
in Jones opinion, and have not 
provided solutions to help people 
struggling with day-to-day issues 
like poverty and crime. The City 
of Cleveland needs to become a 
place where the process of doing 
business isn’t stagnated by politics 
and plans that don’t go to City Hall 
and then just die, according to him. 
 “Plans should come to City Hall 
and be given life,” he said. “We 
don’t need a billion-dollar company 
to build in Harvard or Superior. 
What about the small businesses? 
Are we making it easier for them?”
 Cleveland is eligible to receive 
more than $541 million over 
two years as part of the federal 
coronavirus relief bill. Mayor Frank 
Jackson has reportedly proposed 
spending $371 million in 2021 
on police, fi refi ghters, and public 
safety. The money must be spent 
by 2024. Jones would like to see a 
more effective process to move the 
funds quickly into the community.
 “I’m fearful the money will be 
spent in a way that is not going 
to be benefi cial to the city,” said 
Jones. “It takes leadership from 
the city government to see the 
potential. We should be building 
up our neighborhoods, not just 
downtown. Let’s make it easier for 
small businesses to become more 
successful.”
 Jones believes the $541 million 
could be leveraged into $5 billion. 
Commercial banks that take part in 
the economic opportunity should 
be required to use the Community 
Reinvestment Act, a federal law 
enacted in 1977 to encourage 
depository institutions to meet the 
credit needs of low-and moderate-
income neighborhoods, to make 
sure the money is used to support 

Cleveland neighborhoods. He 
would use the funds to remove 
blight from the city which causes 
social and emotional damage, 
according to him, to the people 
that have to live with decay and 
abandonment.
 “We can’t have crater-like 
potholes on major streets of 
Superior and St. Clair Ave, 
Buckeye and Kinsman Road. We 
need to look at investments in 
small business, health programs, 
wealth building programs, and 
fi xing homes. Clevelanders are too 
poor to fi x their homes, but too rich 
to receive funding from the city, 
state, and federal government.”
 Home ownership is the quickest 
way of passing down wealth 
from one generation to the next. 
Families that cannot pass down 
homeownership end up passing 
down debt which can result in 
tax foreclosures and selling their 
homes to third party investors for 
pennies on the dollar. Jones would 
like to see city government become 
more proactive rather than reactive 
in preventing foreclosures by giving 
people a chance to overcome 
poverty. And he wants to eliminate 
food deserts that stretch across 
large sections of the city.
 “We can end food deserts in our 
city and make sure that we have 
fresh fruits and vegetables in every 
single corner store. These are the 
things that will change Cleveland 
overnight,” he said, emphasizing 
that, “every dollar must be spent to 
eradicate structural racism.”
 Jones isn’t sure if it’s possible 
to use the federal coronavirus 
relief bill funds to buy down back 
owed property taxes for some 
of Cleveland’s most vulnerable 
residents, including the elderly 
and longtime homeowners, where 
a $2000 or $5000 past due tax 
bill because of a recent property 
tax increase might force them out 
from their homes, but he’s willing 
to consider it. Providing jobs and 
education, making sure the water is 
lead free, and that Cleveland police 
are dealing with the community in 
a just and fair way are just a few of 
his proactive core values.
 Lakefront development is not that 
simple, Jones is quick to point out. 
Closing the airport is not essential 
for development to continue along 
the eight square miles of prime 
lakefront property. Still, more 
creative ideas are needed.
 “Cleveland is not the mistake on 
the lake. It will become the greatest 
location in the nation,” said Jones. 
“When choosing the next mayor, 
don’t look at what people say they 
will do, look at what they’ve done. 
As an activist and voice for the 
people, no one can compete with 
what we’ve done in Ward 7 on 
behalf of the community.”

Read the Plain Press online:Read the Plain Press online:
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David Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.org. The goal of the site is to create a resource for citizens David Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.org. The goal of the site is to create a resource for citizens 
and candidates for Mayor and City Council that will provide a useful collection of issues and ideas while and candidates for Mayor and City Council that will provide a useful collection of issues and ideas while 
stimulating a discussion about what a progressive city can be like. David Beach is the founder and former stimulating a discussion about what a progressive city can be like. David Beach is the founder and former 
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Cleveland mayoral candidates crowd the fi eld
by Bruce Checefsky
 More than a dozen candidates have 
registered with Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections to raise money 
towards the Cleveland mayoral 
election scheduled to take place 
on November 2, 2021, with others 
expected to announce their candidacy 
in the coming weeks.
 Blaine Griffi n announced that he 
will not run for Cleveland mayor but 
will seek re-election on City Council. 
With Kelley announcing his interest in 
the mayor’s offi ce, Griffi n will likely 
succeed as council president. Mayor 
Frank Jackson has remained silent on 
his bid for an unprecedented fi fth term.

Latorya Jean Witcher
Latorya Jean Witcher, Founder, 

President & CEO at BWE Entertainment 
LLC, a local underground recording 
label and promotional company 
that specializes within all aspects of 
entertainment and entrepreneurship, 
promises that under her leadership, 
the City of Cleveland will prosper 
and grow by getting other politicians, 
precinct committee representatives, 
city council members, and community 
leaders to create a strategy using the 
voices of the Cleveland community to 

build upon the success of the present 
administration.

“Our people and 

neighborhoods feel like 

they don’t have a voice,” 

--  Latorya Wiitcher

    Mayoral Candidate

 “Our people and neighborhoods 
feel like they don’t have a voice,” 
she said. “I will start with town hall 
meetings where precinct people and 
our council members attend to collect 
data to fi nd out what is necessary in our 
communities. We can seek the funds to 
support initiates and programs.”

Witcher would like to see more 
city contracts go to local businesses 
rather than companies from outside the 
Cleveland area, to do everything from 
repairing roads to new construction 
projects, where the funding used to pay 
for services and repairs stay within the 
community. Rebuilding communities 
should begin with investing in local 
businesses.

“A lot of people with local 
businesses don’t know about resources 
available to them,” Witcher said. “My 
administration will bring awareness to 
resources to rebuild the city.”
 As for persistent food deserts spread 
across Cleveland, Witcher would sit 
down with local food business owners 
to fi nd a way of bringing nutritious and 
healthy food to the neighborhoods.  

“It all goes back to our community 
leaders. If we could identify those 
elderly and disabled people that are 

not able to get healthy food, we should 
try to get buses or work with RTA to 
provide more transportation during 
certain hours of the day,” said Witcher. 
“I would ask Uber and Lyft to provide 
services. We need to encourage 
business owners to put grocery stores 
in those areas.”  

Witcher believes that it’s time to 
examine the City of Cleveland fi nancial 
books for unnecessary expenses and 
put more money towards downtown 
development. She would also like 
to see fi ve or six billion dollars go 
towards building up the struggling 
communities outside downtown.  

“We have a limited city budget. 
I would like community leaders to 
come up with a strategy for making 
our communities better,” she said. 
“Poverty is a big issue. We need to be 
working together with our community 
and local businesses to come up with 
a strategy to help people get out from 
poverty.” 

Witcher wants more cultural 
projects to fl ourish in the city like the 
music industry which she belongs to. 
She’s been working with local cultural 
institutions including the Cleveland 
Museum of Art to collaborate and 
promote artists. 
 As far as crime goes, police offi cers 
need to interact with the community, in 
her view. 

“We need to build more community 
engagement to build trust between the 
police and residents of Cleveland,” she 
said. 

Arthur O’Kostendt
Twenty-nine-year-old Hudson 

native Arthur O’Kostendt

O’Kostendt spent a year deployed 
overseas in the Middle East while 
serving in the Army. The experience 
inspired him to run for mayor. A major 
weakness Cleveland as a city is local 
leadership in government is negligent, 
and poor delivery of public service, 
according to him. 

“Our leaders are selfi sh and misuse 
the time and money the community 
provides them,” he said. “Issues 
like crime and public schools, and 
administrative effi ciency go back to 
the leadership. If we can improve that, 
everyone will have a better experience 
of the city.”

O’Kostendt has been driving for 
Insomnia Cookies, a chain of bakeries 
in the United States that specializes in 
delivering warm cookies, baked goods, 
and ice cream.  At night he is studying 
for the bar exam, which he hopes to 
pass in May. He’s also working on a 
gaming license at Jack Casino to work 
at night as a dealer while waiting to 
open a law practice in Cleveland. He 
plans to specialize in family, divorce, 
and child custody cases as well as real 
estate.  

“Issues like crime and 

public schools, and 

administrative effi ciency 

go back to the leadership. 

If we can improve that, 

everyone will have a better 

experience of the city.”
-- Mayoral Candidate

Arthur O’Kostendt
Citizens are entitled to four priorities 

based upon our agreement with the 
government, according to O’Kostendt. 
His fi rst-priority as mayor is to defend 
his neighbors from crime; second 
is public education. Protecting the 
environment and discipling municipal 
government to enforce professionalism 
and productivity in the departments 
round out his priority list.

With crime prevention, O’Kostendt 
wouldn’t make budgetary changes right 
away. He intends to increase staffi ng 
on the police force. More homicide 
detectives are needed, better use of 
technology in solving and preventing 
crime, and installing a CCTV system 
(closed-circuit television) throughout 
the city is a possibility. 

“It’s very easy to determine where 
more watchful eyes are needed in the 
city,” he said. “Camera drones can 
be used to augment the functions that 
were performed once upon a time by 
police helicopters. Technology exists 
to detect gunshots and improve police 
response time.” 
 As for public education, O’Kostendt 
admits that he doesn’t have a lot 
of experience in that area. He 
acknowledges Cleveland Public 
Schools achievement record is very 
poor.  The quality of the schools refl ect 
the quality of the people inside them, 
according to him. 
 “Careful hiring is needed when 
it comes to schools. A good ratio of 
responsible adults to students, with 
constant evaluation, and challenging 
our educators to perform better are 
keys to success,” he said. 

Litter and graffi ti, and vagrancy are 
depressing elements across the city. 
If it were up to O’Kostendt, a team 
of volunteers would be rounded up 
to keep the streets clean. “It all starts 
with good government and public 
servants,” he said.

Ross DiBello
Ross DiBello wants the voting 

public to know that he’s seen a lot of 
Cleveland, from east to west side, and 
downtown, while working for Judge 
Cassandra Collier-Williams, Cuyahoga 
County Court of Common Pleas 
General Division. DiBello started as 
a receptionist/law-clerk/lawyer at The 
Law Offi ces of Cassandra Collier-
Williams, LLC, and assisted on her 
two judicial campaigns in 2010 and 
2012. Before that, he paid the bills as 
a professional poker player and made 
it to the World Series of Poker Main 
Event in 2009. Politics is a lot like 
poker, he admitted. 

“Poker is hard work. It took a lot of 
discipline and time to train your mind,” 
he said. “The winning and losing is 
tough to handle, and if you don’t learn 
how to deal with it immediately, you 
won’t be doing it for long.”

DiBello played poker 15 hours days 
for months on end with a hermit-like 
existence playing the same video game 
over and over. He eventually quit and 
went to law school. 

Lead paint poisoning and 
Cleveland’s top ranking as the poorest 
city in the country, infant mortality, 
along with other systemic problems, 
are core issues to his political campaign 
platform. Furthering the wealth divide 
is a problem.

“My platform is government reform 
to reprioritize our tax dollars. Our 
tax dollars are being used to entrench 
the current administration and further 
the wealth divide,” said DiBello. “I 
would signifi cantly lower campaign 
fi nance limits from $5,000 to $750 per 
person, and drop the corporate PAC 
limits from $7500 to $250. I want to 
institute term limits to two, four-year 
terms maximum for both council 
persons and the mayor.”

DiBello said that he would install 
public comments at all city council 
meetings along with reforms to the 
petition signing process. Through 
various technicalities, a number of 
petitions signed by thousands of 
citizens have been ignored, including 
the minimum wage petition, according 
to him.    

“These reforms would allow us to 
put money back into City Hall services. 
The Public Health Department can’t 
even afford an epidemiologist. The 
present administration quit on the 
recycling program without ever 
telling the people,” said DiBello. “The 
majority of our tax dollars are going 
to a select few big businesses and 
that’s not fair when small businesses 
are closing their doors during the 
pandemic.”

DiBello believes that rebuilding the 
city neighborhoods should be tied to 
the $541 million as part of the federal 
coronavirus relief bill, with better 
marketing and chain of communication 
to ensure equitable distribution of the 
funds. 

“My platform is 

government reform to 

reprioritize our tax dollars. 

Our tax dollars are being 

used to entrench the 

current administration and 

further the wealth divide.”
-- Mayoral Candidate 
   Ross DiBello

Non-profi ts could provide more 
nutritious and healthy food to do away 
with city wide food deserts, along 
with an increase in urban farming, 
according to DiBello. Areas of the city 
that were left out of the opportunity 
zone program, along with city tax 
abatement, need reform. Rent caps and 
escalation protection clauses should 
be part of the city code to make sure 
long time and elderly residents are not 
being forced from their homes because 
of rising property taxes. 

Closing Burke Lakefront Airport 
isn’t a problem for DiBello, even 
though he understands the federal 
government needs to be involved.  
“It would be in the best interest of 
Clevelanders and future generations if 
that was not an airport,” he said. 
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                 PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Sunday, April 18, 2021; 3928 Bridge Avenue: This house has now been identifi ed as the place where John 
W. Heisman was born on October 23, 1869. An Ohio Historical Marker was placed on the site at an April 
24th, 2021 ceremony.  The historical marker has been located at the wrong house, 2825 Bridge Avenue, 
for over 40 years.

Cleveland. Individuals would have to 
sign up ahead of time to make a com-
ment. They can sign up, up to a week in 
advance using a form available online 
and in person that is available in English 
and Spanish, said Trivisonno. 
 The legislation would create a pro-
cess for speaking at both the meetings 
of City Council as a whole and at com-
mittee meetings, she said, while noting 
that speaking at committee meetings 
would be limited to items on the agenda 
of that committee.
 Ward 7 City Council Representative 
Basheer Jones explained that for the past 
several years he and several other Coun-
cil members have been working on this 
on the inside and could not get majority 
support in Cleveland City Council for 
creating a public comment period.
 Jones explained how Citizens for 
Public Comment brought the issue to 
the forefront.  “This is a serious issue. 
Our city will never grow until everyone 
feels they are part of its growth. That 
everyone has something to say about 
its growth. So, with this amazing group 
organizing on the ground and putting 
pressure where it needs to be, now you 
have members who were once silent 
now coming out and wanting to show 
they are in support.”
 “From here it is about what is the 
next step. I’m urging every member of 
our community to continue to hold us 
accountable. People can say whatever 
they want to say in the wave of emotion, 
but when it is time to vote, that is when 
you see people put their words into 
action,” said Jones.
 Jones said that the internal debate 
in City Council is whether we go the 
policy route making the public com-
ment period by changing City Council 
rules or passing legislation to create the 
public comment period.
 Moderator Castele explained that 
Council President Kevin Kelley has 
suggested that the proposal be studied 
by City Council’s rules and operations 
committees for a possible change in 
Council rules.
 Councilman Charles Slife praised 
Citizens for Public Comment, saying, 
“This is an incredibly broad coalition. 
They have a website. You can see dif-
ferent activists, labor unions and people 
from all throughout Cleveland that have 
come together behind this idea. There is 
really an unanimity that this is the best 
practice of good government.”
 He explained why City Council 
sponsors of the Public Comments 
proposal want it to go through the leg-
islative process. “I’ve always thought 
public comment was somewhat of a 
requirement, and I was surprised we 
didn’t have it in Cleveland City Council 
meetings. But to your question as to 

whether it is a policy, or whether it is 
legislation, I think I speak for myself, 
Councilman Jones and other sponsors of 
this legislation that there is a real value 
in it being codifi ed law in the City of 
Cleveland. I will not be on City Council 
forever. Councilman Jones will not be 
on City Council forever. Life goes on 
without us. By enacting a law, it puts 
the idea -- carves it in stone. It makes it 
a fundamental right of Clevelanders to 
petition their government.”

“Any elected official 
who is opposed to what 
Jess ica  and others 
are talking about just 
doesn’t want to hear the 
voice of the people,”
 -- Ward 7 Councilman  
and Mayoral Candidate 
Basheer Jones
 “Any elected offi cial who is opposed 
to what Jessica and others are talking 
about just doesn’t want to hear the voice 
of the people,” said Jones. He noted 
that there is still opposition. “The fact 
that someone says we need to do policy 
work is a form of opposition,” Jones 
added. 
 “We know the issue. We know why 
it is not passing …There is a group 
of people who don’t want to hear the 
voices of the people …These are the 
same individuals who hear the voices 
of corporations over the voices of the 
people. We have to call it as it is. These 
are the same individuals who continue 
to stand in the way of progress.  They 
continue to block it.  What do you mean 
send it to policy? What are you talking 
about? We know the problem. People 
want to speak,” said Jones
 Following the speakers, Jessica 
Trivisonno moderated a mock public 
comment period in which seven citizens 
participated each speaking for up to 
three minutes
 The first resident, Terry McNeal, 
called for a heavy investment in public 
works.  McNeal said that public works 
needs to be reimagined in three areas: 
the conditions of streets, the conditions 
of lots and in recycling. He called on 
the City of Cleveland to partner with 
Cuyahoga County to create a massive 
recycling center to service Northeast 
Ohio. He talked about recycling asphalt. 
He called for recycling tires and turning 
them into products that can be sold. He 
urged maintenance of vacant lots to 
begin in March each year. McNeal also 
urged that the City spend the CARES 

ACT wisely and put together a brain 
trust with experience in logistics to 
devise a plan.
 Courtney Kishbaugh, an Ohio City 
resident, asked “How are City Council 
members preparing for the rush of 
Federal funding that is coming?”  She 
said federals dollars also will become 
available for expanding broadband, 
lead paint abatement, and brownfi eld 
cleanup. She urged City Council to set 
up a structure to be ready not only for 
American Rescue Plan funding, but 
also to apply for competitive grants 
from organizations such as Nex-Tech, 
Nex-Generation, and Bloomberg Cities.
  Kishbaugh said she didn’t want 
Cleveland to miss this opportunity 
for once in a lifetime federal funding.  
“How can we start making this a priority 
in city government? What offi ces need 
to be responsible for coordination? How 
can we start thinking about this, because 
when the money starts fl owing, it is 
going to fl ow fast” she emphasized.
 Ross DiBello, a mayoral candidate 
from the West Park neighborhood, said, 
it wasn’t enough that supermajority of 
us wanted public comment, but the rea-
son we are fi nally getting this public will 
enacted is that “In election years where 
uncertainty reigns, governments are far 
more likely to do be kind to those they 
serve. They are far more likely, whether 
they think it is right or wrong, just to do 
what we want. It is not enough that we 
have always had a supermajority of us 
wanting public comment, it has got to 
be close to voting time. As we know in 
Cleveland, an entrenched establishment, 
means that nobody is threatened by 
change. People here rule for three or 
four decades and never vote, or budget, 
the way their constituents demand,” said 
DiBello.
 “So, on any issue: If we want Burke 
to look like Edgewater; if we want crim-
inal justice reform; if we don’t want to 
be number one in the nation in poverty; 
if we don’t want the Q-Deal or these 
other handouts as they are currently 
constructed; If we want immediate lead 
paint remediation; if we want to pay $7 
million dollars of our taxes for recycling 
as opposed to the façade of a recycling 
truck; if we ever want issues passed, 
where we have a super majority of us 
in agreement to pass, we have to have 
a functioning democracy, instead of a 
machine entrenchment. Therefore, we 
need term limits, just like the president 
has. We need significant campaign 
fi nance reform to create government 
representative of real Clevelanders. We 
need to end this machine appointment 
process. And we need petition initiative 
reform,” said DiBello.
 “If we get this type of responsiveness 
out of our representatives consistently, 
not just a few months before an un-
certain election, we can fi nally start 
heading in the right direction for the 
entire city. We can fi nally start turning 

our population loss into prosperity. But 
we have to put Clevelanders back in 
charge of Cleveland. We can’t just win 
on one common sense thing like public 
comment. We have to win on big issue, 
after big issue, after big issue -- to attack 
our humanitarian problems, to make our 
tax dollars work harder for us,” said 
DiBello.
 Rebeca Maurer, resident of Slavic 
Village neighborhood and an attorney, 
has worked for years to protect Cleve-
land’s children by fi ghting for lead safe 
housing. Maurer said she believed the 
City of Cleveland should use a portion 
of that $541 million it is about to receive 
from the American Rescue Plan to make 
Cleveland’s homes lead safe. 
 Maurer said ”90% of Cleveland’s 
homes were built before 1978 which 
means they most likely have lead haz-
ards which need to be safely contained. 
Right now, that safe containment is not 
happening, 25% of Cleveland’s kinder-
garteners have had at least one elevated 
blood lead level test.”
 Maurer said Cleveland passed a 
strong lead safe law in 2019 and in 
2021 is implementing it and has put 
in place a lead safe resource center. 
While she is proud of the efforts, the 
existing program has only raised $35 
million to help landlords to fi x up their 
properties. Maurer proposed using a 
portion of the $541 million in federal 
dollars for the Lead Safe Cleveland 
program. She said for $20 million the 
city of Cleveland could have enough 
money for lead clearance examines 
for every single property in the City of 
Cleveland. She said with $100 million 
of the federal funds we could cover the 
entire expected cost of the Lead Safe 
Cleveland Program.
 Diane Morgan said, “I’d like to ad-
dress the funding that is coming in from 
the American Rescue Act. What I’d like 
to address is an effort to look at the 
underlying issues of poverty that effects 
everything in our city from safety and 
crime to homelessness. We need to start 
creating programs that will lift people 
out of poverty.”
 Morgan called for investing in small 
businesses that will create jobs at a 
minimum wage of at least $15 per hour; 
provide job training in the trades and 
apprenticeships for high school students 
graduating and for people re-entering 
society after incarceration. 
 Morgan called for ending tax abate-
ments in neighborhoods that are doing 
well, like some neighborhoods on the 
west side of Cleveland, and using that 
money as a stimulus to develop mixed 
use housing in east side corridors that 
are struggling economically and could 
really use that help.
 Xinyuan Cui (they/them), a com-
munity organizer in Asia Town, said 
they would like the city to use funds to 
address the root causes of race-based 
violence and make sure COVID Relief 
funding is accessible to immigrants and 
undocumented communities. Xinyuan 
Cui said people in the Asian American 
and Pacifi c Islander (AAPI) community 
are left behind or are struggling and 
don’t have access to services because 
of language barriers. Translators and 
language services are needed to help 
residents have timey access to available 
programs. 
 Cui said investing in law enforce-
ment can’t prevent mass shootings that 
happened elsewhere from happening 
here. Cui said, “The traditional passive 
reaction can’t protect us, instead we 
need investment for long term safety 
and recovery in our community.  In 
Asia town our kids don’t have safe 
playgrounds, our seniors are afraid of 
walking outside, without legal support 
our residents can’t apply for drivers’ 
licenses – so, we have to rely on public 
transportation. However, the design of 
bus routes and stops is not convenient 
for us. For now, the buses are not safe 
for people who look like us.” 
 Cui said, “We need funding for best 
gender intervention training, and for 

all-languages incident report hotlines 
all set up for law enforcement. We 
need funding for culturally competent 
mental health and victim assistance 
services. We need more streetlights and 
need more parks.  We need access for 
support for all residents that don’t have 
documentation and are scared to ask for 
help. I want to ask our city to invest in 
building community infrastructure and 
access to language resources as we try 
to live our lives here and to recover from 
the twin pandemics of COVID-19 and 
systemic racism.”

 “Lack of public com-
ment creates an in-
herit hostility between 
the working people of 
Cleveland and their 
government.”
-- Camilo Villa: organizer, 
Service Employees In-
ternational Union, Local 
1, the Janitor’s Union in 
Cleveland
 Camilo Villa is a resident of Ward 15 
and serves as the staff representative 
and organizer for Service Employees 
International Union, Local 1, the Jan-
itor’s Union in Cleveland. “What I 
would like to address today,” said Villa, 
“… are the ways in which Council and 
our government here in Cleveland use 
public funds in ways that often under-
mine good paying jobs for Cleveland 
residents, both in terms of the reward-
ing of developers who refuse to make 
commitments to create good jobs for 
Clevelanders, and refuse to maintain 
hard fought standards that union jani-
tors have won over decades in the city. 
We have seen an emerging pattern of 
Council giving millions of dollars of 
development grants and loans to compa-
nies who refuse to make commitments 
to the people who will be serving their 
buildings in the long term.”
 “Related, Council also has been 
approving leases for city departments 
to property owners who have engaged 
in blatant and outright union busting. 
This is a deep concern. The majority 
of Cleveland’s janitors live in the city. 
The majority are women. The majority 
are black. Those that aren’t black are 
usually Latino. The City Council has 
declared racism a public health crisis, 
which we applauded, and we agree with, 
but it is really important that Council 
puts its money where its mouth is.”
 “I want to acknowledge that there are 
members of Council, including those 
leading this forum, who have stood 
up for janitors and other low-income 
workers in Cleveland. Unfortunately, 
often our voices go unheard,” said Villa.
 “Now there is also an issue where 
council will pick winners and losers 
in terms of unions they will support. 
They are frequently papering over 
their decision to support union busting 
contractors by saying ‘well they use 
the building trades.’ That’s great. The 
building trades should be union. No 
one should be building in Cleveland 
non-union. But when it comes to who 
is cleaning those buildings, who is 
securing those buildings, who is doing 
the food service in those buildings -- if 
the developers are using the primarily 
white, primarily suburban contractors 
for building their properties, but not 
allowing the primarily black, primarily 
urban, primarily low-income people 
to have a right to have a union in their 
building, then this is hollow and not a 
true commitment to racial justice,” said 
Villa.

In his fi nal statement Villa said, “I 
also want to add that lack of public com-
ment creates an inherit hostility between 
the working people of Cleveland and 
their government.”

CLEVELANDERS FOR PUBIC COMMENTCLEVELANDERS FOR PUBIC COMMENT
continued from page onecontinued from page one

LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND 
WE WANT: WE WANT: is now online at: www.lake-effects.org. The site is a is now online at: www.lake-effects.org. The site is a 
resource for citizens and candidates for Mayor and City Council resource for citizens and candidates for Mayor and City Council 
that will provide a useful collection of issues and ideas while that will provide a useful collection of issues and ideas while 
stimulating a discussion about what a progressive city can be like. stimulating a discussion about what a progressive city can be like. 
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

SEEKING  RENTAL
SEEKING A LANLORD WHO 
DOES’NT DISCRIMINATE because 
I have Section 8. I need a reason-
ably priced 1 or 2 bedroom. I’m clean 
and I work. Min in May or June. 216-
312-9746. Leave Voice Mail.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Jim Schlecht of the 
Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Thursday, April 8, 2021; Capitol Theatre Centennial Celebration, W. 
65th and Detroit Avenue: Detroit Shoreway Community Development 
Organization Marketing Director Josh Jones wishes the Capitol Theatre 
a “Happy 100th Birthday.” Jones says the theatre, closed due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, is scheduled to reopen on July 17th.

the gentrifi cation of a neighborhood 
through the driving out of people who 
can no longer pay the increased housing 
costs. Two is the reduction in available 
fi nancial resources for the city to pro-
vide to other parts of the community that 
could truly use a cash infusion to spur 
economic development.
 We are asking for a call to action, 
we want city council to hear dissenting 
voices to their largesse towards wealthy 
developers (Casto the developers of 
Dexter, Snavely, and Harbor Bay the 
developers of Market Square, all fi t in 
that category), when the council mem-
bers should be focusing on providing 
low-cost options for people who are 
either unsheltered or marginalized. City 
council should also be focusing their 
fi nancial power on development in eco-
nomically challenged communities. We 
don’t need to incentivize developers 

to build in areas that are economically 
desirable, not in a city that has a poverty 
rate of 30.8 percent which has earned us 
the distinction of the poorest big city in 
the United States.
 Please write to your Cleveland City 
council members or the mayor, links are in 
the comment section below.  Even if you 
are not a resident of the city, you can still 
make your voice known to city council 
and the mayor. We have an obligation 
to helping people who are marginal-
ized in our society, if not morally, then 
economically. It is far less expensive to 
provide someone with housing than it 
is to address their needs when they are 
unsheltered.
 For general inquiries to Cleveland 
City Council go to: https://clevelandci-
tycouncil.org/contact. At this same page 
you can also get links to specifi c council 
members.
 To contact Mayor Frank Jackson, go 
to: mayorsactioncenter@city.cleveland.
oh.us.
Paul Sherlock
Near West Side

LOW INCOME HOUSINGLOW INCOME HOUSING
continued  from page 3continued  from page 3

taker and neighbor died leaving the 
cats without food or water.   
 “When Kevin died there was no 
one there to feed the cats so we 
jumped in to help,” Aramaline said 
over the phone. “We use the Ani-
mal Protective League’s trap, neu-
ter, and return (TNR) program. The 
neutered cats are returned back to 
the colony where they came from.” 
 Dunn and Armaline, along with a 
few friends, help build housing for 
the strays using 30-gallon plastic 
storage bins with holes cut out for 
easy access and fi lled with straw for 
warmth and comfort. The storage 
bins are stacked two or three high 
resembling a small village of cat 
condos. Igloo brand coolers, dis-
carded stove and appliances, and 
a wooden chest with open drawers 
are fi lled with straw. The colony is 
located on a side street in an un-
disclosed area of the Clark-Fulton 
area. 
 Christine Dunn, Anji’s mother, 
explained the situation.  “It’s so 
sad to see all of these cats on the 
street. People should be more re-
sponsible. These colonies of cats 
are struggling to fi nd food and wa-
ter. We need to make people more 
aware of the TNR program.”
 Dunn called upon Jasmine San-
tana, City Councilwoman, Ward 14, 
for help in cleaning up the trash, 
discarded needles, and drug para-
phernalia in the colony area. San-
tana’s response was immediate. A 
crew was sent to clean up the site 
and extra police were assigned to 
the area to reduce drug activity on 
the streets. Volunteers helped with 
the cleaning.
 “Anji and Jesse belong to the 
Onshore Volunteers Sea Shep-
herd Conservation Society, a ded-
icated group of activists committed 
to helping defend, conserve, and 
protect our oceans and all marine 
wildlife,” said Dunn. “They brought 
volunteers along with them and did 
a great job of cleaning up the colo-
ny area.” 
 “We’re just doing what we can 
to help these poor cats,” Anji Dunn 
said.
 Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is the 
only proven method that is both 
humane and effective at controlling 
the feral cat population, accord-
ing to Sharon Harvey, President & 
CEO, Cleveland Animal Protective 
League. She has seen a reduction 
of intake of stray kittens as a result 
of the trap-neuter-return program 
and recommends that people use 
the program to reduce the popula-
tion of cats living on the streets in a 
humane and effective way. It’s not 
a quick fi x, according to her, and it 
doesn’t remove the cats from the 
area, but it’s a fi x that works in a 
lasting way. 

 Harvey estimates the 
Cleveland stray population at 
about 70,000 cats based upon 
the human population of the city. 
The COVID19 pandemic has 
dramatically affected the number 
of cats they see per week, but 
the number of trap-neuter-return 
surgeries is roughly 3000 per year. 
If a cat looks healthy and does not 
look like it needs to be fed, Harvey 
suggests you monitor the situation 
before feeding them. A lot of the 
cats are not truly feral based on 
her experiences, and more likely 
they are community cats where the 
whole neighborhood takes care of 
them.
 “Community cats often have an 
owner that’s letting them out of the 
house, or they are loosely owned 
by many households who are 
taking care of them,” said Harvey. 
“As soon as you start to feed that 
cat, they become dependent on the 
feeding. If the cat looks unfi t or in 
need of food, then absolutely start 
to feed them and make sure they 
get to a trap-neuter-program as 
soon as possible.”
 Each cat that goes through the 
program is humanely trapped, 
given vaccinations, spayed or 
neutered, then returned to the 
area where it was trapped. TNR is 
effective at reducing the “nuisance” 
behaviors associated with large 
groups of cats, some of those being 
fi ghting, yowling, and spraying. 
 Research has proven that old 
methods of catching and removing 
cats, either by relocating or 
euthanasia, only increases the 
number of cats over time. This 
phenomenon is called the vacuum 
effect. When a cat’s territory is 
vacated it frees up resources for 
other cats to take advantage of, 
regardless of whether cat food 
is provided or not. Cats that are 
sterilized, vaccinated, and returned, 
effectively hold, or defend their 
territory, so more cats can’t move 
in. This in turn stabilizes the area’s 
population and makes for healthier, 
better-off cats.
 The Los Angeles Times recently 
reported that US cities might have 
as many as thirty-two million to 
ninety-million stray and feral cats 
roaming streets and alleyways. 
Many scientists, birders and 
wildlife managers oppose trap-
neuter-release programs in 
general, noting that free-ranging 
cats are destructive predators, 
annually killing millions of birds and 
mammals, while also spreading 
diseases, the report stated.

 However, recently published 
results suggest that TNR of 
suffi cient intensity offers signifi cant 
advantages in terms of reducing 
population size and improving 
animal welfare when compared to 
lethal methods or taking no action.
 Dan Spehar, an independent 
researcher whose work is focused 
on community cat management, 
believes TNR offers other benefi ts 
in addition to reducing the number 
of community cats over time.
 In a paper published by the 
National Institute of Health last 
year, Spehar reported, “Over the 
past decade two new management 
tactics—return-to-fi eld (RTF) 
and targeted trap-neuter-return 
(TNR)—have exhibited the 
capacity to contribute to signifi cant 
reductions in feline euthanasia and 
intake.”
 The APL’s Trap-Neuter-Return 
program runs Monday through 
Friday with a drop off time from 8 
to 9 am. Call ahead of time at 216-
377-1624 to make arrangements. 
All cats must be transported in a 
secure carrier or humane trap.
 Program Fees for cats and 
kittens within Cleveland City limits 
and Cuyahoga County are $10.00. 
Out of county cats are $45 for 
males and $55 for females. The fee 
includes spay or neuter surgery, 
ear-tipping, rabies vaccination, 
FVRCP vaccination which prevents 
several deadly airborne viruses.
 TNR Clinic Coordinator Sarah 
Dasher said the APL does rent 
traps to the community. “We have 
several traps including Tru Catch, 
Tomahawk brand, and HavaHart. 
We also have a drop trap for when 
the others won’t work. Rental is 
$50 but $45 is refunded once the 
traps are returned to us,” she said. 
“We ask people to bring the cats 
to the APL. We can average about 
thirty to thirty-fi ve cats a day.”
 When Ricardo Sandoval, chef 
owner of Fat Cats in Tremont, found 
out that Angela and Jesse were 
working with volunteers on clean-
ing up the cat colony and bringing 
strays to the APL, he wanted to get 
involved. Another longtime Tremont 
resident Connie Saltis has been at 
the center of organizing TNR for 
many of the neighborhood cats of-
ten paying for the APL services out 

of her own pocket. 
 “When I found out that Connie 
was doing this out of her own pock-
et, I decided to start a fund, an en-
dowment strictly for her to tap into, 
to be part of the solution for helping 
the cats,” Sandoval said. 
 Two dollars out of every meal he 
sells goes to project CARE (Com-
munity Animal Retention Effort) to 
provide support for pet owners with 

the goal of helping owners retain 
their pets during times of hardship.
 Whether the popular bistro Fats 
Cats is named after his interest in 
cats remains unclear, but his fond-
ness for felines is certain. 
 “I grew up with dogs but when 
my father-in-law died, we inherit-
ed his cat,” Sandoval said. “I fell in 
love with her.”

CATSCATS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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