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PHOTO COURTESY OF KARI DEGRAFF
Scoot! Craft Cold Brew, 2085 W. 114th at Berea 
Road: Scoot! Craft Cold Brew co-owner Kari 
DeGraff. (See related story on page 4). 

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, June 27, 2021; W. 31st Place, George Hrbek 90th Birthday Sing: 
Stephanie and George Hrbek step out on their porch. George Hrbek 
greets friends who came to wish him a happy 90th birthday.

         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
June 24, 2021; Wendy Park Bridge Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Whiskey 
Island. The new 500-foot-long and 12-foot-wide pedestrian and bicyclist 
bridge extends over the Norfolk-Southern tracks providing access to 
Wendy Park just north of the Willow Avenue Lift Bridge.

         PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, July 3, 2021; Merrick House, 1050 Starkweather Avenue: Employees of Eaton Corporation joined 
with Merrick House staff and volunteers to shovel mulch from the driveway into wheel barrels and move it 
to cover the playground. Eaton Corporation in Brooklyn donated the funds to purchase the mulch. (Front 
Row L-R): Ally Reaves, Merrick House volunteer and owner of Midwest CannaWoman; Merrick House Ex-
ecutive Director Harriet Hadley; and Brandi Mitchell, Eaton Corporation. Rear (L-R): Anna Sobotka, Merrick 
House parent volunteer; Elliot, Gina and Matt Muffet, Merrick House volunteers; and Shelly Stefarcin, Derek 
Ecolano, Jerry Federer and Dan Clinton  - all from Eaton Corporation.

Participatory Budgeting Cleveland (PB CLE) to launch budget recommendations

continued  on page 6continued  on page 6

by Bruce Checefsky
 Town meetings were fi rst established 
in the earliest New England settlements 
as a form of direct democracy in which 
most or all members of a community 
come together to discuss policies, laws, 
and budgets for their community. The 
fi rst town meeting was held almost 150 

years before the United States declared 
its independence from Britain. Back 
then, everyone from the community 
could attend, but only male church 
members were allowed to vote. Over 
time, the women’s suffrage movement 
changed the voting rights to include 
women. 

NEWS ANALYSIS
 Organizers with the Northeast 
Ohio Coalition for the Homeless 
(NEOCH) and Policy Matters Ohio, 
as well as individual advocates 
and neighborhood groups, have 
been sponsoring house parties, 
a smaller version of the town 
meetings, where people can 
contribute their thoughts on what 
needs attention and funding in 
Cleveland. That could include 
public transit, housing, Internet 
access or a variety of other needs. 
The grassroots coalition launched 
Participatory Budgeting Cleveland 
(PB CLE), a campaign to raise 
resident input on use of American 
Rescue Plan Act recovery funding.
 Over 150 Cleveland residents 
attended one of 19 house meetings 
during the month of May to voice how 
they think the City of Cleveland should 
spend part of the $512 million from the 
American Rescue Plan Act. Residents 
raised the need for alternatives to 

City of Cleveland is quietly blocking citizen planning efforts for safer, bike-friendly streets
by Lee Chilcote
 For more than a decade, community 
developers on Cleveland’s near west 
side have been working to create a new, 
improved streetscape on Lorain Avenue 
between West 25th and West 65th Street. 
It was always about more than potholes 
and pavement: Their ambitious plans 
envisioned a street for people and bikes 
as much as cars, one that not only had 
smooth new pavement, curbs, and side-
walks, but also a new cycle track or bike 
trail that would make the street safer for 
bicycles, safer pedestrian crossings, and 
better transit waiting environments for 

bus riders.
 In short, a complete and green street 
for all, in Cleveland, fi nally.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 The new Lorain Avenue, planners 
promised, would go far beyond the 
painted bike lanes that are now sprin-
kled throughout the city and which get 
scraped off by snowplows, become fad-
ed in the sun, and are slalomed over by 
heedless drivers. In fact, the Lorain plan 
was modeled after the 8-mile Cultural 
Trail in Indianapolis, which has attract-
ed millions of dollars in reinvestment to 
the city. Excited by the vision, and with 

the near west side taking off, developers 
fl ocked to Lorain Avenue, as evidenced 
by investments from Platform Brewery 
to the Urban Community School cam-
pus.
 Yet now, it turns out, the long-en-
visioned Lorain Avenue Cycle Track 
may not happen at all, or, if it does, it 
could be so watered down as to hardly 
resemble the original, bold vision. 
That has led to a standoff of sorts with 
local advocates and council members, 
who are seeking to ensure that Lorain 
Avenue gets rebuilt in the way that got 
continued on page 7continued on page 7

Films returning to the Capitol as it celebrates its centennial
by Brian Love
 Film fans cooped up for months can 
celebrate the return of live screening 
when the Capitol Theater, at W. 65th 
and Detroit Avenue, celebrates its 100th 
birthday with an August 12th reopening. 
The featured fi lm will be the Wizard of 
Oz (1939). Tickets will be $5.00 each. 
Those planning to attend are encour-
aged to purchase their tickets online 
in advance at clevelandcinemas.com/
capitol. Movie-themed costumes are 
very welcome to celebrate this special 
occasion, so come dressed up as your 
favorite character. (Costume masks will 
have to be removed before entering.)
 Regular screenings will 
resume Thursdays through Mondays 
from August 13th onward. Cinema safe 
protocols will be in effect. Guests who 
have been vaccinated are encouraged 
to wear face coverings, except when 
eating food or drinks purchased from 
the concession stand. Those who have 
not been vaccinated are required to wear 
face masks, except when eating and 
drinking. Seating in the main auditorium 
will also be limited until further notice.
 This past April 8th, the Capitol The-
ater celebrated its 100th birthday. At the 
heart of the Gordon Square Arcade and 
Community Building, the theater was 
developed by the West Side Amusement 
Co. and Canadian theater promoters 

Julie and J.J. Allen. 
 The Detroit Shoreway Community 
Development Organization (DSCDO) 
began their Centennial Campaign April 
8th when local residents and fi lmgoers of 
all ages dropped by the theatre for photo 
opportunities in a partnership with the 
Cleveland International Film Festival. 
DSCDO has now merged with Cudell 
Improvement to form a new organiza-
tion called Northwest Neighborhoods 
CDC.
 “It’s the only movie theatre left on 
Cleveland’s west side,” said Joshua 
Jones, Northwest Neighborhoods mar-
keting director. “It’s a really important 
part of our community. Seeing a movie 
inside the beautiful theatre feels like a 
sacred tradition and visiting our unique 
shops and restaurants beforehand and 
grabbing ice cream or a drink afterwards 
make that experience extra special.”
 Opening in 1921, the theater initially 
served as a vaudeville and silent fi lm 
house. Through the entertainment 
offered at the location, it became the 
centerpiece of Gordon Square. 
 Following World War II, where 
Cleveland residents and businesses 
were left in despair, the theater slowly 
deteriorated.  
 For a time in the 1970s, there were 
occasional ethnic fi lms shown in the 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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            PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LAND
Kai Cotton, Lead Youth Navigator for A Place 4 Me, and Shajuana Gaston, Foster Care Youth Navigator 
at A Place 4 Me

Formerly homeless youth leads charge in Cleveland for affordable housing
by Dan Polletta
 When Kai Cotton offers advice to 
youth struggling with homelessness, 

they listen, because she was once in 
their shoes. 
 She’s no typical charity worker. She’s 

one who’s been homeless, who knows 
exactly what it is to have the rights and 
privileges of adulthood but no place to 

call her own.
 Today she has all that and more. Now, 
instead of “couch surfi ng,” as she did 
at age 18, Cotton spends her days as 
lead youth navigator at A Place 4 Me, a 
conglomerate of Northeast Ohio service 
organizations, hosted by YWCA Greater 
Cleveland, which champions affordable 
housing and guides young adults that 
would otherwise be homeless into those 
properties. 
 “After reading the job description, I 
thought, ‘This is perfect for me. I can 
do this,’” Cotton said. “I applied, and I 
got the job.” 
 Cotton being hired shouldn’t be a 

surprise. She’s lived the situation she’s 
now trying to prevent. Two years after 
aging out of foster care at 18, she found 
herself homeless and didn’t seek shelter 
or other aid because she was unaware 
of her options. 
 Eventually Cotton discovered A Place 
4 Me, which trained her in fi nancial 
literacy and helped her with payments 
on her fi rst house. Three years later, 
she learned of the job opening she was 
soon to fi ll, assisting young people with 
housing crises.
 Now she’s doing even more with 
A Place 4 Me. In addition to its lead 
continued  on page 5continued  on page 5

ARTS
ARTS IN AUGUST: Tremont West presents 
free professional dance, theatre, and music 
in Lincoln Park.  2021 Schedule of Events: 
Friday, August 6th - 7pm - Cleveland Public 
Theatre’s STEP, Song of Sankofa; Sunday, 
August 8th - 5pm - Cleveland Shakespeare 
Festival; Friday, August 13th - 8:30pm 
– Verb Ballets; Saturday, August 14th - 
8:30pm - Inlet Dance Theatre; Sunday, 
August 15th - Rain Date for Dance; Satur-
day, August 21st – 7pm Independent Music 
curated by The Village Bicycle; Friday, 
August 27th - 7pm - Erie Heights Brass 
Ensemble; Saturday, August 28th - 7pm 
- Papo Ruiz y Delzura de la Salsa; Sunday, 
August 29th - 7pm - Cavani & Amici String 
Quartets presented in partnership with Arts 
Renaissance Tremont. 
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ARTS 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER, 2937 
W. 25th Street, Wednesday – Friday, 2 p.m. 
– 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
cma.org.
TRANSFORMER STATION, 1460 W. 
29th Street, Wednesday-Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
transformerstation.org.

COMMUNITY
NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME: August 
3rd, 5-8:30 p.m., Zone Recreation Center – 
south lot, 6301 Lorain Avenue. Food. Fun. 
Safety information.
THE SUMMER IS LIT AT THE CLEVE-
LAND PUBLIC LIBRARY(CPL): Join 
your neighbors for refreshments and con-
versation in Frank Novak Park behind the 
Carnegie West Branch of the Cleveland 
Public Library, 1900 Fulton Road from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. on August 28th. Meet neighbors 
and new friends; sign up for a free library 

card; learn about free CPL technology. Free 
kids activities.
WARD 14 SUMMER MOVIE NIGHT: 
Friday, August 23, Tom and Jerry, 8 p.m. at 
City Life Center, 3340 Trowbridge Avenue.

DONATIONS
TAMIR RICE FOUNDATION SPACES 
ART SUPPLY DRIVE: Through August 
31, please donate clean, new, or gently used 
art supplies. Donated items will go toward 
incarcerated youth at the Cuyahoga County 
Detention Center and the Tamir Rice Afro-
centric Cultural Center. Donation boxes can 
be found at: SPACES, 2900 Detroit Avenue; 
and Robinson G.  Jones Elementary School, 
4550 W. 150th Street.

EDUCATION
ROCK HALL EDU: Access the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame’s free digital learning 
platform at www.edu.rockhall.com

ENVIRONMENT
WARD 14 DUMPSTER DAYS: August 
14, Stockyards, W. 50th and Storer Avenue; 
August 28, Clark Fulton, Lincoln West 
parking lot.

FESTIVALS
EDGEWATER SIDEWALK FESTIVAL: 
Sunday, Aug. 8, 12-6pm on Clifton Blvd. 
between W. 115th & 117th Streets. Free and 
open to all! Enjoy art, music, and outdoor 
play as well as unique shopping and food 
pop-ups in the Edgewater neighborhood. 
For schedule and map, visit cudell.com/esf.

FOOD
FREE FRESH PRODUCE: The Centered 
Market, The Centers Gordon Square Cam-
pus, 5209 Detroit Avenue, August 12th from 
Noon to 2 p.m.

HEALTH
COVID 19 VACINATION: Case Western 
Reserve University is partnering with the 
City of Cleveland to provide vaccinations to 
eligible Cleveland residents. To schedule a 
vaccine, call 216-368-1964 between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday – Friday or visit www.
case.edu/vaccine.
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Own a home and part of your neighborhood.
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         PHOTO BY JENNIFER HEARN
Promotional photo for Cleveland Public Theatre’s workshop production of Panther Women: An Army for the 
Liberation by India Nicole Burton. Pictured: (clockwise from left) Maya Nicholson, Chennelle Bryant-Har-
ris, DayShawnda Ash, Courtney Black, De’Aja Mona’e, Mary-Francis R. Miller, and Khemi Shalahuddin. 
Cleveland Public Theatre kicked off its 2021 Free Summer Season on its outdoor stage with an early July 
run of Panther Women: An Army for the Liberation. The play follows the stories of three prominent women, 
who were members of the Black Panther Party and Black Liberation Movement and explores the lives and unique 
experiences of Black Women in America.

Merger of DSCDO and Cudell Improvement results in new entity, Northwest Neighborhoods CDC
To the editor:
 The board of directors and staff of 
Northwest Neighborhoods Community 
Development Corporation are happy 
to formally announce our new, unified 
organization serving Cleveland’s Cu-
dell, Detroit Shoreway, and Edgewater 
neighborhoods, following the merger of 
Detroit Shoreway Community Develop-
ment Organization (DSCDO) and Cudell 
Improvement, Inc. The members of both 
DSCDO and Cudell Improvement voted 
to approve a merger effective July 1, 
2021, with an overwhelming 91% of all 
votes cast in favor of unifying. A naming 
committee of both organizations select-
ed our new, inclusive name: Northwest 
Neighborhoods CDC. 

LETTER
 “We are energized by this change,” 
said Adam Stalder, Executive Director of 
Northwest Neighborhoods. “Our organi-
zations have worked as partners for years 
before this transition, so the services you 
receive from us will continue uninterrupt-
ed.” 
 “Working as one organization will al-
low us to be more effective and equitable 
in our service,” said Patty Jurca, Pres-
ident of DSCDO. “Thank you to our 
members who participated in the surveys 
and outreach leading to this merger and 
to our funders for supporting us along the 
way.” 
 “We are excited to reintroduce our-
selves to you, and we look forward 
to continuing to serve Cudell, Detroit 
Shoreway, and Edgewater for improved 
quality of life,” said Charles Slone, Pres-
ident of Cudell Improvement. 
 The organizational merger does not af-
fect the names of the three neighborhoods 
we serve: Cudell, Detroit Shoreway, and 
Edgewater. We will continue to promote 
these neighborhoods and their identities. 
A separate Northwest Neighborhoods 
organizational brand is forthcoming. 
 Northwest Neighborhoods provides 
comprehensive community development 
services to more than 27,000 residents 
in our service area, which is bounded by 
Lake Erie on the north, West 45th Street 
on the east, Interstate 90 on the south, 
and West 117th Street on the west. In the 
future, we look forward to embarking on 
organizational strategic planning to set 
the vision and goals of the new organi-
zation.  
 Our  Neighborhoods  Off ice  s ta ff 
provides community involvement, safe-
ty, housing, economic development, 
marketing, and events services to our 
three neighborhoods. We also provide 
management and marketing services to 

the Gordon Square Arts District through 
its Special Improvement District organi-
zation. 
 Our Real Estate department devel-
ops affordable housing and mixed-use 
projects within a five-county service 
area, with current projects in the works 
in the Detroit Shoreway, Clark-Ful-
ton, and Stockyards neighborhoods of 
Cleveland. Our Property Management 
Department provides stewardship and 

maintenance for the 16 local buildings 
owned by Northwest Neighborhoods, 
including the 100-year-old Capitol 
Theatre. More than 300 units in our 
buildings provide housing to low-to-
modera te  income households .  Our 
Administrative Services staff provides 
accounting, human resources, and other 
core services. 
 DSCDO and Cudell Improvement 
found success in maintaining high levels 

of staff expertise and performance after 
executing shared service agreements 
beginning in 2018. The boards of each 
organization created a joint committee 
to explore forming a unified entity, 
dedicating large amounts of time to in-
vestigating issues, performing analysis, 
and gathering feedback. During this 
process, a survey of DSCDO and Cudell 
Improvement members showed that a 
large majority (70%) were open to unify-

ing. The joint committee recommended a 
merger and negotiated a formal proposal, 
which the boards of each organization 
reviewed, edited, and ultimately voted 
to recommend to the full membership to 
adopt. 
 For more information about Northwest 
Neighborhoods’ services, visit detroits-
horeway.org and cudell.com. 

City of Cleveland Primary Elec-
tion is set for September 14, 2021
 The date for the Primary Election in 
the City of Cleveland is set for Septem-
ber 14, 2021. Citizens of voting age can 
register by August 16th and still be able 
to vote for their choice of mayoral and 
city council candidates or weigh in on 
a local issue involving police reform.
 For information on how to register 
to vote, visit the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections website at: www.
boe.cuyahogacounty.gov or call the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections at 
216-443-VOTE (8683) to request that 
a Voter Registration Card be mailed to 
you.
 You also may register at locations 
throughout the City of Cleveland in-
cluding: ADAMHS Board, 2012 W. 
25, 6th Floor; May Dugan Center, 4115 
Bridge Avenue; your neighborhood 
Cleveland Public Library branch; and at 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
high schools.
 Polls will be open on election day 
from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Early voting 

is also available at the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections, 2925 Euclid Ave-
nue, beginning on August 17, 2021. On 
weekdays from August 17 until Septem-
ber 3, in person voting hours are from 
8 a.m. until 5 p.m.; on weekdays from 
September 6 to September 10, hours are 
from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.; on Saturday, 
September 11, hours will be from 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m.; on Sunday September 12, 
hours are from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. and on 
Monday September 13, hours are from 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m..
 Voters can also request an 
absentee ballot. The deadline to request 
an absentee ballot is three days before 
the election, but voters can submit their 
application any time. If mailed, absentee 
ballots must be postmarked by the day 
before the election in order to be count-
ed. You can also return your absentee 
ballot in-person at the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections before the close of 
the polls at 7:30 p.m. on Election Day.

Cleveland needs leaders with a moral compass

continued on page 6continued on page 6

by Chuck Hoven
 As Clevelanders prepare to select a 
new mayor and consider their choices 
for city council representatives for 
the next four years, we may be asking 
ourselves how do we best judge who 
will make a good mayor or city council 
representative? What qualities would 
we like to see in our leaders? One 
suggestion comes to mind, our leaders 
should have a moral compass. They 
should be able to make decisions based 
on what is right or wrong, and know the 
difference.
 Such moral decision making has 

been sadly lacking in Cleveland for 
decades. One measure comes to mind, 
Cleveland’s high child poverty rate. For 
a number of years now, Cleveland has 
had the highest poverty rate for fami-
lies with children of any big city in the 
United States of America.

COMMENTARY
 Not only have Cleveland’s leaders 
have done little to address childhood 
poverty, but they have actively taken 
measures that deprive generations of 
Cleveland’s children of the resources 
they need to have the best chance to 
fulfi ll their hopes and dreams for their 

future.
 Examples abound of decisions by 
Cleveland leaders that have shifted 
resources that should have gone to our 
children and instead ended up going for 
other purposes.
 For years, Cleveland’s veteran jour-
nalist Roldo Bartimole has critiqued 
Cleveland’s governmental leadership 
and the hundreds of millions of public 

dollars they have given to support proj-
ects of billionaire owners of Cleveland’s 
sport’s teams. Bartimole has put the data 
out there repeatedly for Cleveland’s 
leaders to see. 
 Bartimole also notes how, when pro-
moting the public subsidy of the stadiums 
and arena, voters were promised the new 
facilities would pay property tax that would 
benefi t the Cleveland schools. Instead, local 
politicians, on behalf of the billionaire team 

owners, lobbied the State of Ohio Legislature 
to exempt the large sports facilities from 
paying property tax. Here’s how Roldo 
Bartimole described this deception in a July 
14th article titled “Will PD, CH3, CH5, CH 
8, CH 19 or Crain’s tell you the real score? 
Not a chance.”
 In the article Roldo notes that the property 
tax exemption resulted in the Cleveland 
schools being deprived of their share of 
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                PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Sunday, July 11, 2021; Garden Walk in the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood, Legacy Garden, W. 74th and 
Rutledge Avenue.

Back to the grind: Scoot! Craft Cold Brew brings energy to Berea Road
by Ilona Westfall
 It’s not the fi rst place you’d expect to fi nd 
an incredible cup of coffee but tucked among 
the chain link fences and brick industrial 
buildings of Berea Road, Scoot! Craft Cold 
Brew seems right at home.
 The off-the-beaten-path location in an 
industrial area instead of a more established 
retail one was actually a perfect fi t, says 
Kari DeGraff, who co-owns Scoot!, located 
at 2085 West 114th St., along with her wife, 
Abby. 
 “That’s the kind of fi eld I’m actually right 
at home with,” says the former welder and 
manufacturing worker. “I really liked that 
location because of that.”
 Not only familiar, but a serendipitous 
choice, too. She had been eyeing up the “for 
lease” sign on the building during her com-
mute to her full-time job downtown. “It chose 
us,” she jokes. She got the keys in November 
2019 and got to work transforming the space 

in December—painting and redoing fl oors 
and electrical, with help from a few friends.
 Opened on July 11th, 2020 after the origi-
nal opening date in March was delayed due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, Scoot! mainly 
functions as a cold brew production facility 
delivering buzz-worthy brews on a vintage 
1964 truck, catering to the events and restau-
rant industry (like a recent partnership with
Western Reserve Distillery that incorporates 
Scoot! cold brew into a cocktail at The 
Distillery bar). A small, open-to-the-public 
retail storefront doubles as a tasting room, 
like you’d fi nd in a brewery.
 Visitors can buy cold brew to-go to drink 
on a nearby grassy area (where Scoot! hosts 
lawn games) and stock up on growlers of 
cold brew concentrate to take home. Pop-up 
partnerships with local businesses like CLE 
Biscuit Heads and City Hippie Granola
supply occasional food items to the space.
 While cold brew is undoubtedly a grow-
ing trend, DeGraff says her brew is a little 

different. While lots of conventional coffee 
brands use a light roast, Scoot! uses a richer 
blend with a dash of honey. “When I think 
of coffee, I think of nutty, woody, chocolat-
ey-smooth,” DeGraff says. “Brewing it with 
a little honey, that helps balance it and it ends 
up resulting in a nice mellow cup of coffee. 
Flavor profi le-wise, ours tastes different than 
a lot of others on the market.”
 It’s a business model and fl avor that’s 
worked well for DeGraff. While Scoot! is 
new to Cleveland, it started in Seattle when 
DeGraff was living there and working in 
manufacturing. “My buddy and I were sick 
of the corporate America type scene,” she 
says. “Working for the man, you can feel 
undervalued. We just wanted something 
different.”
 DeGraff went back to school for business, 
diving headfi rst into the world of coffee 
roasting instead and eventually creating Stint 
Coffee Roasters. After her  friend perfected 
his roasting skills, they combined their tal-

ents and DeGraff launched Scoot! in 2016 
using her friend’s beans. Word got around, 
and DeGraff was asked to cater and sell her 
brew at events at her offi ce and college. 
Friends and family were soon needed to help 
distribute the coffee. Even today, the Scoot! 
label mentions Seattle and features a scooter 
(which was used to cart the roaster around 
Seattle).
 The mission has since evolved to focus on 
more than just individuals seeking freedom 
from corporate life, says DeGraff. “It started 
with the vision of being independent, so we 
can create something of our own,” she says. 
“But since then, what’s come more to light 
is a bigger sense of community and offering 
something that’s different than your typical 
business.”
 What sets Scoot! apart, she explains, is 
that the goal isn’t to make as much money 
as possible. It’s to reinvest in the community. 
What that entails isn’t set in stone yet, she 
cites donating money saved when folks bring 
in reusable cups to local schools, and paying 
employees a living wage while also ensuring 
they have a good work-life balance. 
 She cites the pandemic as exposing in-
grained societal issues of work-life balance, 
something she struggles with. As the sole 
employee (she’s currently searching for a 
new hire), while also working full-time at 
her job at the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, it’s been a challenge to balance her 
day job with starting a business in a new city. 
 The pandemic has also thrown a wrench 
into her plans. Not only did it delay her open-
ing, but her original marketing strategy was 
event-based. Restaurants, that she’d hoped 
would be her biggest customers, have been 
hesitant to take a chance on new products 
during a time of uncertainty. 
 Fortunately, the community even beyond 
her group of friends has welcomed Scoot! 
with open arms too. While DeGraff expected 

to get a small amount of foot traffi c due to 
its proximity to I-90, she wasn’t expecting 
the outpouring of support it received from 
people that live and work in the area.
 “They were ready for something and were 
so grateful we were there,” she says. “I really 
thought a lot of our sales would be external 
to different restaurants or events, which will 
be, I think, the bulk of it in the big picture. 
But right now, it took me a minute to get my 
legs with keeping up with the community.”
 That response isn’t surprising to Rose 
Zitiello, executive director of Westtown 
Community Development Corporation, a 
nonprofi t serving the area. “From a planning 
perspective, we are trying to encourage more 
retail on Berea Road,” she says. “We think 
this is a natural evolution that we’re going 
to see more retail because a lot of those in-
dustrial buildings are functionally obsolete.”
 And with a 2018 expansion of NPA Coat-
ings, a Madison Avenue paint company, and 
Amazon slated to open a new warehouse 
nearby by the end of the year, the area will 
have plenty of workers to support more retail, 
some of whom will undoubtedly be looking 
for a cup of coffee before a shift. “I defi nitely 
think that they’re setting an example for other 
businesses to look differently along Berea 
Road,” says Zitiello.
 But for Scoot, taking risks, like quitting 
your job to become a business owner and 
opening during a pandemic in an unlikely 
spot, are par for the course. “You just have 
to think creatively to survive,” says DeGraff. 
“It’s just like, well, this is the new normal. 
How are we gonna operate from that? Be-
cause failing is not an option.”
Editor’s Note: This article was produced and 
provided to the Plain Press by The Land. The 
Land is an online Newsletter that reports on 
Cleveland neighborhoods and inner ring 
suburbs. To subscribe to The Land visit: 
www.thelandcle.org.
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Curbside Coffee set to reopen bringing 
karaoke and music back to Lorain Avenue
 Curbside Coffee, 9858 Lorain Av-
enue, will reopen on Monday August 
2nd, bringing karaoke, and live musical 
performances back into its home on 
Lorain Avenue. Judy Fitch, owner of 
Curbside Coffee, says she closed the 
coffee shop in March of 2020 due to 
the pandemic.
 Fitch says Curbside Coffee plans to have 
Karaoke on Monday nights beginning at 6 
p.m.; Bluegrass Music on Tuesday nights 
from 7-9 p.m.; Country Music on Wednesday 
nights from 7-9 p.m. and 50s and 60s Music 
along with some Country Music on Thurs-
day nights from 7-9 p.m. In addition, the 
last Friday of each month Curbside Coffee 

will have Gospel Music from 7-9 p.m. and 
will host an Open Mike Night on the third 
Saturday of each month from 7-9 p.m.

Fitch says she opened Curbside Coffee 
with her late husband Terry fourteen years 
ago. She said Terry passed away about a year 
and a half after they opened the coffee shop. 
Fitch, a West Tech graduate, continued to 
run the coffee shop in her old neighborhood. 
She says running the coffee shop has been a 
lifesaver for her. She loves the people who 
come in to listen to music and feels her hus-
band left her a gift that helps to sustain her. 
She will miss those regular customers who 
passed away during the time the Curbside 
Coffee was closed.
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Sunday, July 11, 2021; Garden Walk in the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood, 1349 W. 65th, garden amidst 
driveway and brick walkway.

youth navigator, Cotton serves as chair of 
the group’s Youth Action Board, a body 
composed of young people who’ve been on 
child welfare or experienced homelessness 
or housing instability. 
 “Kai has an incredible amount of credibil-
ity,” said Angela D’Orazio, senior program 
offi cer for housing at The Sisters of Charity 
Foundation of Cleveland, a driving force in 
the founding of A Place for Me in 2014.  
 “That enables her to develop a relationship 
with a young person that you or I might not 
be able to do.” 

Falling through the cracks 
 The roots of youth homelessness like 
Cotton’s are deep and broad, and extend 
far beyond poverty. Some people age out of 
foster care or simply reach adulthood while 
others embark on their own under duress, to 
escape family strife.
 Those most at risk of homelessness are 
those who fall through the cracks of local or 
state support because they have no parent or 
legal guardian and, like Cotton, aren’t aware 
of what’s available to them. 
 In 2019, some 500 young adults sought 
homeless services through Coordinated 
Entry, the front door to homeless services in 
Cuyahoga County. Cotton said she’s certain 
the actual number is much higher, as many 
young people – loathe to mix with homeless 
adults and fearing exposure to drugs, theft, 
sex traffi cking, and other threats – avoid 
shelters. 
 “Young people see homeless shelters…as 
a dark, scary place, and sometimes in reality 
that’s what it can turn into,” Cotton said. 
“‘It’s just not a place where they want to be 
or live.” 

Some help is underway
 Cotton and A Place 4 Me are far from 
alone in their mission. The state of Ohio is 
also on their side. 
 The Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
(OHFA) recently awarded a $1 million 
tax credit to encourage construction of the 
Cuyahoga TAY (Transitional Age Youth) 
development, a complex of 50 supportive 
housing units for adults ages 18 to 24. There, 
residents will receive voluntary help main-
taining their housing and work with experts 
to set goals related to housing stability, 
education, and other areas of personal and 
fi nancial well-being.
 The development, whose full cost is an 
estimated $12 million, is being built by the 
Cuyahoga County Housing First Initiative,
which is made up of Enterprise, CHN Hous-

ing Partners, EDEN Inc., FrontLine Service, 
and Care Alliance,  in partnership with A 
Place 4 Me. The project will be located on 
E. 45th St. in Cleveland’s St. Clair-Superior 
neighborhood, and is expected to be com-
pleted by summer 2023.
 The St. Clair-Superior complex is one of 
six such developments in Cuyahoga County 
and 36 in Ohio to receive a share of some 
$31.5 million in state tax credits. Together, 
these credits will support the construction of 
over 1,900 units and remain in effect for 10 
years. They also guarantee that the properties 
will remain affordable housing for 30 years. 

Scrambling for help
 The need for such properties is real. Elaine 
Gimmel, executive director of EDEN Inc., 
a Housing First Initiative partner, said her 
organization knows of 500 households in 

search of homes where rental assistance 
vouchers can be used. 
 “It’s a crisis,” she said. “We need private 
landlords or affordable housing providers to 
give us units, so that these individuals and 
families can move into housing.”
 Developers are also looking for assistance. 
 Supportive housing for young adults has 
been a priority at the OHFA for two years. 
The choice was exciting, D’Orazio said, 
because the strategy of using tax credits 
leverages the strengths of both Housing First 
and A Place for Me and results in unique 
housing options.  
 But obtaining those credits isn’t easy. 
Gimmel, of EDEN, Inc said that of the 82 
applications for credits by “service-enriched” 
or “permanent-supported” housing projects 
this year, only 36 received approval. 

A collaborative, safe place
 D’Orazio, of The Sisters of Charity, said 
the entities behind the St. Clair-Superior TAY 
complex – EDEN, Inc. and Cleveland-based 
CHN Housing Partners – have consulted 
young adults on the design of the building 
and the services it will offer. 
 Cotton said her Youth Action Board 
already has played an active role in that re-
gard, expressing the needs of its constituency 
and supplying developers with preferences 
related to location and access. 
 “We wanted it to be close to grocery 
stores, bus lines, access to jobs and day-
care…so our young people can actually 
thrive, and not be out far in the middle of 
nowhere,” Cotton said. 
 Indeed, the larger goal, Cotton said, isn’t 
just to put roofs over heads but to promote 
permanent, stable communities and stave off 
homelessness in future generations. 
 “Shelter, I don’t believe, is home for 
anyone,” Cotton said. “This is a place where 
[people] can come and breathe. They have 
stability, in a community of people who look 
like them. Stable housing, in conjunction 
with supportive services, will enhance the 
long-term success of these young people.” 
 In addition to the St. Clair-Superior TAY 
development, other projects slated for con-
struction in Cuyahoga County using OHFA 
tax credits include:
• The Cleveland Scholar House, affordable 
apartments for low-income students with 
children. CHN Housing Partners will con-

struct 40 units on Community College Ave-
nue, within walking distance of Cuyahoga 
Community College and Cleveland State 
University.  
• Thirty-two- and three-bedroom homes in 
the Buckeye and Larchmere neighborhoods 
of Cleveland, developed by CHN Housing 
Partners. The homes will be available to 
families at or below 60 percent of the area’s 
median income. Residents may lease before 
purchase. 
• Karam Senior Living, at Detroit Ave. and 
W. 79th St. The Detroit Shoreway Commu-
nity Development Organization plans to 
construct 51 units for residents 55 and older 
earning less than 60 percent of the area’s 
average income.
• Jennings Center for Older Adults, a 53-

unit complex by PIHRL Development in 
Maple Heights, on land owned by the city. 
• Chesterfi eld Terrace, a 51-unit complex 
in Parma for seniors, developed by Woda 
Cooper Companies on Powers Blvd., near 
a University Hospitals campus. 
Editor’s Note: This article was produced 
and provided to the Plain Press by The 
Land. The Land is an online Newsletter that 
reports on Cleveland neighborhoods and 
inner ring suburbs. To subscribe to The Land
visit: www.thelandcle.org.  Dan Polletta is 
a veteran Northeast Ohio broadcaster and 
writer. He has written extensively about arts 
and culture, with a special interest in jazz.
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More cash means more stability for children and families
by Will Petrik
 All children and families, no matter 
where they live or what they look like, 
deserve stability, security, and basic 
human dignity. But for decades, certain 
state and federal lawmakers have pri-
oritized tax giveaways for the wealthy 
while 46% of Cleveland children lived 
in poverty in 2019.
 On July 15, tens of millions of fami-
lies across the nation received their fi rst 
child tax credit payment, which was part 
of the American Rescue Plan, the fed-
eral COVID-relief bill. The deposits of 
$300 per child under age six, and $250 
per child ages 6 to 17, are the fi rst of six 
monthly payments going to households 
with children this year. The expansion 
of the child tax credit will give children 
the opportunity for a brighter future, 
take some stress off struggling families, 
and put more money in peoples’ pockets 
to spend at local businesses and support 
the economy.
 The overall payment is $3,600 a 
year per child under age 6 and $3,000 
per child 6 to 17. The fi rst half is going 
out to families in monthly payments 
and the other half will come in a 
lump sum after parents or heads of 
households fi le their 2021 taxes next 
year. This could be a game-changer for 
an estimated 389,000 adults in Ohio 

who reported recently (data collected 
between June 9 and July 5) that 
children in their household were not 
eating enough because they couldn’t 
afford enough food, according to 
the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. The Center on Poverty and 
Social Policy at Columbia University 
estimate that the changes to the child 
tax credit will reduce child poverty 
in Ohio by nearly 49%. Families will 
have additional resources to help with 
food, diapers, safe housing, health care 
and other basic family expenses.
 In addition to reducing childhood 
poverty, the child tax credit will im-
prove the health and well-being of 
thousands of Ohio children. Research 
shows that living in deep poverty 
compromises children’s ability to grow 
and harms their income and health as 
adults. On the other hand, when families 
have resources they need to pay for the 
basics, children benefi t in all sorts of 
ways. They are healthier, get better 
grades in school, have higher college 
enrollment rates, and earn more during 
their lifetime. They are less likely 
to engage in criminal activity, go to 
prison, or get involved with the child 
welfare system. When we, as a society, 
prioritize the health and well-being of 
kids and families, we all benefi t.

 The child tax credit expansion will 
also boost the local economy. Before 
the pandemic, six of the 10 most com-
mon jobs in the Cleveland metro area 
paid so little that a family of three 
needed food assistance to get by. The 
monthly direct cash payments created 
by the changes to the tax credit will 
give parents and caregivers with low-
wage jobs more cash for car repairs, 
childcare, groceries, or other monthly 
bills. Ultimately, this spending will help 
stimulate the economy, because folks 
with low wages are likely to spend the 
funds they receive quickly in the local 
community. For comparison, research 
shows that four-fi fths of federal food 
assistance dollars (SNAP) are spent in 
the local economy within two weeks
and 97 percent of the resources fl ow 
into grocery stores and markets within 
a month. Families will have more secu-
rity, be better able to pay for their basic 
needs, and their spending will help all 
of us recover.
 The child tax credit will also expand 
opportunity for Black and brown fami-
lies in Ohio. For too long, certain state 
and federal lawmakers have rigged 
the tax rules and shift public resources 
away from Black and brown commu-
nities, from poor and working-class 
Ohioans, and toward the wealthy and 

well-connected. The pandemic has 
hit Black Ohioans the hardest due to 
years of these tax, budget, and poli-
cy choices that excluded them from 
building wealth and fi nancial security 
and from education and housing oppor-
tunities. The expanded child tax credit 
is a meaningful step to provide more 
support Black and brown children and 
families. Columbia University esti-
mates a 52% reduction in Black child 
poverty and 61.5% Native American 
child poverty.
 The expanded child tax credit will 
help children and families thrive, but 
it’s only temporary. The American 
Rescue Plan expanded the child tax 
credit through the 2021 tax year only. 
 Lessons from the 2008-2009 reces-
sion highlight the need to make the 
child tax credit reforms permanent. 
Back then, federal lawmakers ended 
needed support before families and 
communities recovered. As Ohio’s 
overall economy started to recover, state 
lawmakers cut taxes for the wealthy and 
large corporations instead of prioritiz-
ing regular Ohioans. As a result, many 
Ohioans experienced a slow, tough 
recovery. 
 This is why we must make sure the 
expanded child tax credit becomes 
permanent, and it’s why we are calling 
on Senator Brown, Senator Portman, 

and Ohio’s congressional delegation 
to make the expansion of the child tax 
credit permanent.
 It’s also critical that our neighbors 
know they could be eligible for the di-
rect cash payments. While most people 
who are eligible for the credit will get 
an automatic deposit or a check mailed 
to their address, thousands of Ohioans 
who haven’t fi led taxes in the last two 
years will need to fi ll out an online form 
with the IRS to get the child tax credit. 
Residents with very low or no income 
who may not have access to the internet 
or a computer may need assistance to 
sign-up to receive the payments. 
 Check to see if you’re eligible 
for the child tax credit here: https://
www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/ad-
vance-child-tax-credit-eligibility-assis-
tant

This is a list of organizations that 
offer free support: https://www.refun-
dohio.org/tax-sites
  Learn more and apply for monthly 
payments here: https://www.fi ndyour-
funds.org/apply-for-funds
Editor’s Note: Will Petrik is a Budget 
Researcher for Policy Matters Ohio. 
Policy Matters Ohio is a nonprofi t poli-
cy research institute that works to create 
a more vibrant, equitable, sustainable, 
and inclusive Ohio.
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policing, community solar projects, 
resident-led community education 
around lead poisoning, and improving 
internet access in internet dead zones. 
The house meetings are part of a larger 
strategy to win a people’s budget in 
Cleveland. 
 “The house parties are a tool outside 
of voting to build democracy between 
elections by bringing residents 
together to talk about what they think 
the community needs are,” said Molly 
Martin, Director of Strategic Initiatives 
at Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless.
 Participatory Budgeting Cleveland 
(PB CLE) will eventually have a 
website to show the ideas of citizens 
participating in the conversation.
 PB CLE has asked City offi cials to 
incorporate residents’ voices, visions, 
and decisions in determining how to 
spend $30.8 million of $512 million 
in federal recovery funds through 
participatory budgeting. That number 
represents the percentage (30.8%) of 
Cleveland residents living in poverty.  
 A participatory budget is 
an innovative policy-making 
tool that directly involves citizens 
in the allocation of municipal funds. 
Participatory institutions aim to 
enhance governance, information 
sharing, and the responsiveness 
of political agents to citizens, 
leading to fi scal accountability and 
effi ciency. 

 PB started in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in 
1989, as an anti-poverty measure that 
helped reduce child mortality by nearly 
20%. Since then, PB has spread to over 
7,000 cities around the world, and has 
been used to decide budgets from states, 
counties, cities, housing authorities, 
schools, and other institutions. The New 
York Times calls PB “revolutionary civics in 
action” by deepening democracy, building 
stronger communities, and creating a more 
equitable distribution of public resources.
 Although PB holds a great deal of 
promise, there are limitations to the process 
according to some experts including limited 
participation of the marginalized.  For some 
residents, especially the very poor, 
participation is diffi cult given the time 
and resource commitments required. PB 
also requires a strong commitment from the 
government, especially the mayor. Without 
the government’s support, expectations set 
by the PB process are rarely met.
 Mayor Frank Jackson has proposed 
spending $371.4 million in 2021 on 
police, fi refi ghters, and public safety, by 
far the city’s largest budget item and more 
than half its general fund budget. The 
money also could help the city expand 
development strategies to so-called “middle 
neighborhoods” that exist between the 
hardest-hit communities and hot real estate 
markets, Jackson said. 
 He also outlined a planned approach 
to neighborhood development in a recent 
news conference, which includes fi nancing 
assistance, demolition, rehabilitation, and 
new housing construction, but did not offer 

any details. The city receives the fi rst half 
of its $511.7 million American Rescue Plan 
this year. It will be up to Cleveland’s next 
mayor to spend the second half of the funds, 
which are slated to arrive in 2022.
 Mayoral candidate Ross DiBello publicly 
supports the PB Cleveland initiative. 
 “I actually believe the entire amount 
of the Federal Recovery funds, as well 
as all of our municipal income and 
property taxes, should be subject to some 
form of participatory budgeting and full 
dissemination.  Establishment politicians 
have long neglected our opinions on how 
our own dollars should be utilized,” he said 
by email.  “If elected Mayor, with $512 
million, I would fi ght for grants to small 
neighborhood businesses, grants to abate 
lead poisoned homes, wire the entire city for 
WiFi including purchasing more equipment 
and training, fund a public bank, public 
transportation, affordable housing, provide 
more beds for those suffering from mental 
health issues and homelessness, recycling, 
and designate some funds to the legal and 
public health departments.”
 DiBello would fi ght against sending any 
of the recovery funds towards suburban or 
out-of-state fi nancial interests.  From his 
point of view, the city needs to re-invest in 
the public good and a fair economy.  
 “Handouts and tax abatements have 
been inequitably distributed and led us into 
great poverty and inadequate city services,” 
he said.
 The over 150 Cleveland residents who 
attended house meetings helped develop 
dozens of policy ideas that will be posted on 
webpage through Refund Cleveland, where 
thousands of Clevelanders will be able to 

vote this summer on the ideas they want to 
see funded to benefi t their communities.
 Ideas include broadband access and fi ber 
options to improve internet dead zones, 
grant funding to support community-
owned cooperatives/social enterprises, 
lead abatement support / resident-led 
community education around lead 
poisoning, policing alternatives: 
crisis response resources, funding for 
affordable housing development, and 
community solar projects. 
 Robin Brown, Founder, Concerned 
Citizens Organized Against Lead, and 
PB CLE strategist, has organized and 
attended several house parties over the past 
few months. Brown founded Concerned 
Citizens Organized Against Lead after her 
daughter, Charmayne, was poisoned in 
1999, at age 4.
 “We’ve been living in our communities 
for so long that we know what it takes to 
create positive change,” Brown said. “We 
can’t wait for others to help us so we’re 
doing it on our own.”
 PB CLE is a process of conversations 
that has taken place in the communities not 
at City Hall, according to her. House parties 
were arranged to accommodate people with 
their busy schedules. For her house party, 
Brown had ten people. They broke out 
into subgroups and  brainstormed. There 
were so many good ideas it was almost 
overwhelming.
 “No one is paying attention to the 
people,” said Brown referring to city 
offi cials including local councilpersons and 
Mayor Jackson. “I’ve been working with 
lead poisoning initiates for twenty-one years 
and have yet to see anything done about it. 

We have to change our democracy.”
 The grassroots organization continues 
to meet very Monday and Wednesday to 
share ideas and compare notes among house 
party groups, with no one left out of the 
process. Brown said organizers are looking 
for the participatory budget to become a 
generational budget. 
 “The people aren’t being listened 
too,” she stressed. “We know that many 
politicians prefer money and power over 
people. People are fi rst in my view.” 
 Zack Reed, a mayoral candidate, and a 
former Cleveland City Councilman, would 
like to see PB CLE work with the entire 
$512 million, not just a percentage of it. 
Citizens have a right to determine how 
and where the money gets used, he said, 
with poverty and crime at the top of his 
list. Going into the wards and listening is 
essential to understanding what people 
need. 
 “Why should members of city council 
and the mayor have full discretion on how 
the funds are used? The federal government 
requires public discussion whenever money 
is involved. Why does the mayor think he’s 
different?” 
 Reed wants more community meetings. 
Transparency during the process of 
allocation and distribution is needed, with 
small businesses and minority businesses 
that were hit the hardest during COVID-19 
getting a percentage of the funds to support 
them.  
 “The entire country was shut down for 
a year, but the federal government stayed 
opened,” he said. “We need to help people 
get back on their feet.”

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETINGPARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
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property tax from these large facilities. On 
a yearly basis, Roldo notes the property tax 
exemption results in the Cleveland schools 
losing $5.76 million a year on taxes that 
would have been paid by the owners of the 
Browns; $3.72 million a year that would have 
gone to the Cleveland schools annually from 
Progressive Field’s property taxes; and $2.4 
million that would have gone to the Cleve-
land schools from Quicken Loans Arena’s 
property taxes. 
 Roldo notes that those benefi tting from 
the property tax breaks and the hundreds 

of millions of dollars of public subsidies 
for building the sports facilities are all bil-
lionaires. Roldo says the latest fi gures show 
the wealth of the Cleveland baseball team 
owners the Dolan family at $5.5 billion; the 
wealth of Cavs owner Dan Gilbert at $51.9 
billion; and the wealth of the Haslams, 
Browns’ owners, at $6 billion.
 How would you describe political leaders 
who advocate for taking money that should 
go to support the education of Cleveland 
children living in poverty and giving it to 
billionaires? This is just one example of the 
moral bankruptcy of Cleveland’s leadership 
that helps to perpetuate the cycle of poverty 
for generations of Clevelanders.
 Another example has to do with a promise 

made after the Browns’ stadium received its 
tax exemption. In 1995 City of Cleveland 
passed several taxes-- an admissions tax for 
entertainment venues, a car rental tax, and 
an 8% downtown parking tax. The taxes 
were to help pay for repairs to the Browns 
stadium, and for general city revenue. In 
an effort to pass the tax, Clevelanders were 
also promised that $2 million a year of the 
revenue generated by the new taxes would 
to go to after school programs for Cleveland 
school students.
 In the fi rst years of the taxes, the after-
school programs in Cleveland received $2 
million a year. Then the amount was qui-
etly reduced to $1 million a year in 2009. 
When Cleveland school activist and retired 

teacher Gene Tracy discovered this change 
in the amount the afterschool programs 
would receive, he regularly called upon the 
Cleveland Board of Education, the mayor 
and city council members to restore the 
funds. His pleas have been ignored for over 
a decade. This year Cleveland City Council 
legislation allocated only $950,000 to the af-
terschool programs. Another promise broken 
to Cleveland voters concerning funds to the 
Cleveland schools.
 Then of course there is the residential 
tax abatement program in Cleveland which 
automatically grants a 15-year tax abatement 
to all new housing or the cost of substantially 
rehabbing existing houses in Cleveland. 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
budget projections estimate these abatements 
amount to about $70 million per year. There 
has been discussion in Cleveland City Coun-
cil about eliminating tax abatement in neigh-
borhoods with hot real estate markets. It will 
be up to the next Cleveland City Council to 
make those decisions. While Cleveland City 
Council may have had its reasons to offer 

tax abatement as an incentive to attract new 
residents and gain their payroll tax revenue, 
there is no excuse for not compensating the 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District for 
the property tax revenue it was deprived 
of for so many years. If the city’s policy 
was working, increased payroll tax revenue 
should have been used to compensate the 
Cleveland schools for what they should have 
received in property taxes from the new res-
idents. This payment should have been made 
before any use of the money by the City of 
Cleveland.
 Let us elect Cleveland leaders who have 
a moral compass. Leaders who will address 
the needs of children and families living in 
poverty. Leaders who will make sure Cleve-
land no longer leads the nation, year after 
year, with the highest poverty rate in the 
nation for families with children. Let us 
not let another generation of children go 
through our public schools deprived of 
all the local public resources we should 
be providing them.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

SEEKING  RENTAL
I NEED A ONE OR TWO BED-
ROOM: I work, have references, 
clean, and get help with rent from 
Section 8. Please help. 216-312-
9746.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced apart-
ments, and are looking for tenants, 
please call Jim Schlecht of the 
Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

     PHOTO COURTESY OF NORTHWEST NEIGHBORHOODS CDC
Capitol Theatre, W.65th at Detroit Avenue: The Capitol Theatre will reopen August 12th. Theatre goers will 
enjoy these new reclining seats in the upper two theatres. The main theatre will retain its traditional seats. 
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them pumped up back in 2015.
 Recently, the city created a website, liv-
ingloraincycling.com, seeking feedback on 
fi ve options, only one of which, Option 1, 
resembles the original, approved vision for 
Lorain Avenue. The other options include a 
combination of a cycle track/multi-use path-
way and painted bike lanes, or just bike lanes. 
On top of the cost of completely redoing the 
street, Cleveland estimates it will cost about 
$30 million for the cycle track and multi-use 
pathway; $22 million for a combo of painted 
bike lanes, cycle track and pathway; and $11 
million for just painted bike lanes.
 “The city has secured some funding, 
but not enough,” the website states. It has 
$11,823,000 available, including $2.3 mil-
lion from city  road and bridge bonds, $1.5 
million from the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency’s (NOACA) trans-
portation alternatives program, $1.9 million 
from the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion’s urban paving program, and $6.1 mil-
lion from NOACA’s Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality (CMAQ) program.
 “Additional funding sources have been 
and will continue to be pursued, but in the 
meantime the pavement continues to dete-
riorate, and the construction date remains 
uncertain,” it continues. “This website 
compares the cycle track option to other 
options, including bike lanes, that could be 
implemented at less cost and sooner. Some 
options could serve as interim treatment 
while additional funds are raised, keeping 
in mind that this interim treatment could last 
several years.”
 In a recent article for Cleveland.com, 
reporter Steve Litt points out that the city 
seems to be “backpedaling” on its plans for 
Lorain. While advocates were happy to learn 
that the Jackson administration had sought 
$32.5 million in federal money to complete 
the Midway bike project, he writes, “they’re 
dismayed that the city appears to be backped-
aling on building the 2-mile Lorain Avenue 
project as a sidewalk-level, two-way cycle 
track from West 20th to West 65th Street — 
even though the city’s Planning Commission 
approved the concept in 2015.”
 Ohio City Inc. (OCI) executive director 
Tom McNair told Litt, “We have this one op-
portunity to do this right and create our model 
of the Cultural Trail. If we do something else, 
we’re going to lose that opportunity.”
 The city did not respond to interview re-
quests for this story, but The Land’s reporting 
has found dismay at how the city develops 
plans then discards or changes them. “The 
city of Cleveland has a long way to go in 
realizing real, complete and green streets,” 
Ward 3 Councilman Kerry McCormack, who 
represents Ohio City, told The Land in April. 
“It’s extremely frustrating when plans don’t 
include them or include a watered-down ver-
sion. It’s a question of equity and economic 
development. We don’t have to study the 
issue. In places that have prioritized com-
plete and green streets, like Indianapolis and 
Pittsburgh, it has helped to spur connectivity 
for people. We are unacceptably behind in 
Cleveland.” 

 Following an inquiry from Cleveland.
com, the administration issued a statement 
to Cleveland.com stating cryptically, “No 
determination has been made on a fi nal track 
design. While advocates may favor one de-
sign over another, analyses and process must 
take its course.”
 Bike Cleveland has also advocated for 
the city to consider street-level protected 
bike lanes on Lorain Avenue, but that option 
is apparently not on the table, according to 
the city’s website. “The cost of this project 
is inflated due to the planned ‘sidewalk 
level’ Cycle Track – which requires heavy 
reconstruction to widen the sidewalk area 
and modify related infrastructure,” Bike 
Cleveland wrote in an action alert. “There 
are worldwide examples of successful Cycle 
Tracks that are at street level, and we believe 
this should be an option. Street level cycle 
tracks utilize planters, bollards, and other 
measures to create a low-stress bike facility 
– while allowing the existing curbs/drains/
infrastructure to remain unchanged at a 
drastically lower cost.”
 At the heart of the issue, advocates have 
said, is the fact that the city of Cleveland has 
time and time again failed to follow through 
on its plans for comprehensively improving 
cycling and pedestrian infrastructure. “I give 
the city credit for doing what it’s done so 
far,” Jacob VanSickle, executive director of 
Bike Cleveland, told The Land in a recent 
interview. “But as we look down the barrel 
of climate change, and we look at issues 
of health and equity especially in east side 
neighborhoods, we certainly can do better 
when it comes to making it safer for people 
to bike and walk.”
 And it’s not just an issue of money, either. 
The city missed opportunities to apply for 
federal funding for the Lorain Avenue cycle 
track in 2018, 2019, and 2020, according 
to Bike Cleveland. It remains to be seen if 
they will hit the July 12 deadline for federal 
RAISE funds this year. 
 As VanSickle rightly points out, the city is 
signifi cantly more bike-friendly than it was a 
decade ago, and this has made a difference. 
Our more than 100 miles of bike lanes and 
trails throughout the city, as well as com-
pletion of the Towpath, the Lake-to-Lakes 
Trail and many others attest to this success. 
However, much like painted bike lanes that 
too frequently end in a busy intersection 
and cut off opportunities for safe riding for 
cyclists, the city’s plans too often fall short 
of getting it right. 
 Safer, more bike-friendly streets are not 
just important to wealthier, gentrifi ed com-
munities – they’re important to Cleveland. 
As writer, Detroit Shoreway resident and 
transportation expert Angie Schmitt pointed 
out in an interview with The Land, “The 
most dangerous road in the region by far is 
Kinsman Road. You can fi nd a map of all 
the most dangerous roads in Cleveland at 
bikecleveland.org. If you look at the map 
compared to a map of racial segregation in 
Cleveland, you will notice that almost all the 
most dangerous roads are in black or brown 
neighborhoods. It matches up to the map of 
historically red-lined neighborhoods almost 
perfectly.”
 What’s frankly the most disturbing about 
the city’s approach to redoing streets is that 

while the administration pays lip service to 
citizen involvement, what they ultimately 
do sometimes bears very little resemblance 
to the feedback they receive, advocates say. 
Even when people do participate, their plans 
are often thwarted by turgid, tone-deaf lead-
ership. 
 “We’ve been told we can’t do this for an 
awful long time, and every time we’ve been 
told that, we came up with reasons why we 
could,” an “ecstatic” McNair told Litt when 
the Lorain Avenue plan was fi rst approved 
by the Cleveland Planning Commission way 
back in 2015.  
 And now, it turns out, maybe they can’t. 
But advocates say they’re not giving up. 
While waiting for a response from the 
city, they’re organizing around safer, more 
bike-friendly streets. 
 “We’ve spent 10 years planning for and 
investing in Lorain Avenue,” said Ashley 
Shaw, chief operating offi cer and director 
of neighborhood planning for OCI. “I don’t 
know how we’re going to fi ll the gap, but 
we’re going to get there.” 
 To learn more about plans for Lorain Av-
enue and get involved, visit the city’s website 
(livingloraincycling.com), Bike Cleveland 
(bikecleveland.org) or OCI (ohiocity.com). 
Editor’s Note: This article was produced and 
provided to the Plain Press by The Land. The 
Land is an online Newsletter that reports on 
Cleveland neighborhoods and inner ring 
suburbs. To subscribe to The Land visit: 
www.thelandcle.org. Lee Chilcote is founder 
and editor of The Land. 

theater, but in 1978, the parapet of the 
arcade collapsed, damaging the marquis. 
Following this came plans to demolish the 
building. Though the building wasn’t torn 
down, thanks to DSCDO efforts, the Capitol 
Theater closed its doors in 1985, leaving the 
establishment to deteriorate. 
 In 2009 renovation began with a revival 
of the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood and 
designation of the Gordon Square area as a 
cultural arts district. The theater reopened 
and has been going strong since. 
 Owned by Northwest Neighborhoods 
CDC, the theater is operated by Cleveland 
Cinemas, which includes the Cedar Lee 
Theater, Apollo Theater and Tower City 
Cinemas, the latter closing awhile back. 
 The theaters have been regular spots for 
both independent and mainstream films, 

including hosting screenings for the annual 
Cleveland International Film Festival. Be-
fore the pandemic, the theater was drawing 
around 60,000 visitors per year. 
 The theater, along with so many others, 
closed in March of 2020 and hasn’t held a 
public screening since. 
 “The theatre has had no income since it 
closed over a year ago in March 2020,” Jones 
explained. “That means we haven’t been able 
to employ our Cleveland Cinemas staff, who 
are also our friends and neighbors. It also 
means we’ve had to draw down reserve 
funds that DSCDO raised in the past to pay 
the theatre’s bills. We’ve experimented with 
virtual screenings and curbside concessions, 
but nothing compares to audiences coming 
in to see blockbusters and indie fi lms. The 
theatre continues to have maintenance ex-
penses, like repairs to the sound system and 
a hot water tank.”
   Thus far, Northwest Neighborhoods, the 

owner of the theatre, has received donations 
totaling $20,955 towards the $100,000 Cen-
tennial Campaign to rebuild the reserve funds 
and protect the Capitol’s future, said Jones. 
The fundraising campaign will culminate in 
a Centennial Gala, which will take place in 

April next year. The fund, combined with 
support from The Charles M. and Helen M. 
Brown Foundation, will collect donations 
that will help with the theatre’s reopening 
and allow it to secure its future operations. 
 The neighborhood’s enthusiasm for the 
theater was illustrated at the April 8th op-
portunity to stop by the Capitol Theatre’s 
signature marquee for free outdoor birthday 
photos and a socially distanced celebration. 
At the event, limited edition Capitol Centen-
nial merchandise was sold with all proceeds 
going to the Capitol Centennial & Sustain-
ability Fund. T-shirts and posters will also be 
available for sale at the reopening.
 “I’m very excited for people to come back 
to the theatre, try the new seats, and enjoy a 
safe moviegoing experience again,” Jones 
explained. “Seeing our community members 
rally to support local businesses as well as get 
vaccinated has given me a lot of optimism 
for the future! DSCDO also installed new 
reclining seats in the Capitol’s two upstairs 

theatres, which was a top-requested upgrade 
that patrons will enjoy. Cleveland Cinemas 
is helping us keep a close eye on movie 
releases, including choosing a fi lm.”
 Seeing a theater with this legacy celebrate 
100 years can be reassuring for many. When 
the pandemic struck, a lot of people missed 
out on going to the theater. Many fi lms got 
delayed and others got cancelled due to 
health concerns. With more and more citizens 
getting vaccinated, fi lm productions resum-
ing and other releases getting confi rmation 
dates, there is hope that the movies can still 
be experienced the way they were meant to 
be seen - in a dark room and on the biggest 
screen.
Editor’s Note: Please visit clevelandcin-
emas.com/capitol  to find information on 
showtimes and ticket prices. Brian Love 
wrote this article for the Plain Press as 
part of a class assignment in Professor Leo 
Jeffres’ Communications class at Cleveland 
State University.

CAPITOL THEATRECAPITOL THEATRE
continued from page onecontinued from page one

LEGAL HELP
LEGAL WORKS provides legal consulta-
tion and assistance for qualifi ed, low-income 
youth and adults in underserved communi-
ties. Service is provided by appointment at 
the Fulton Branch of the Cleveland Public 
Library, 3545 Fulton Road, 216-623-6969, 
on Tuesdays from Noon - 3:30 p.m. To 
register visit: legalworksfulton.eventbright.
com. Registration is required. Appointments 
available at other times, for more information 
visit: www.legalworksneo.org.

PUBLIC POLICY
LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND 
WE WANT: A website created by David 

Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.
org. The goal of the site is to create a resource 
for citizens and candidates for Mayor and 
City Council that will provide a useful col-
lection of issues and ideas while stimulating 
a discussion about what a progressive city 
can be like. 
READ ROLDO ONLINE: Read columns 
by investigative journalist Roldo Bartimole 
online at: https://havecoffeewillwrite.com

RECREATION
LINDSEY FAMILY PLAY SPACE at 
Edgewater Park is now open. Located near 
the Upper Edgewater Picnic Shelter, the play 
and family gathering area features nature 
play opportunities including boulders, water 
and sand play, as well as tunnels, climbing 
structures, slides and shaded areas.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2
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TODAY FOR
THE

ENROLL
C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Safe. Strong. Better Together!

SUPPORT 
SERVICES/

SCHOLARSHIPS

Visit ClevelandMetroSchools.org to learn 

about ways we are keeping our students and 

staff safe in the classroom… and more.

Call 216.838.3675 to speak 

with an enrollment specialist.

FREE college and trade school tuition scholarships for four-year 
CMSD grads! Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

2021-22 School Year!

ChooseCMSD.org


