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               PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Sunday, August 15, 2021; Cleveland City Hall, 601 Lakeside Avenue: Cleveland citizens gather for a Sleep 
Out on the steps of City Hall to protest inaction on the issue of lead safe housing. Organizers from Black 
on Black Crime Inc., Black Lives Matter Cuyahoga County, and Cleveland Lead Advocates for Safe Housing 
(CLASH) invited mayoral candidates to make a lead safe pledge.

West Side Market area anticipates population changes
by Sheila Kiss
 Home to the historic West Side Mar-
ket, United Bank Building, and Market 
Square Park, the intersection of West 
25th Street and Lorain Avenue is the 
central hub for Ohio City and its retail 
district, and it’s seeing a lot of activity 

today.
 Don Whitaker, president of the West 
Side Market Tenant Association and 
owner of D.W. Whitaker Meats in the 
market, said, “The neighborhood is ex-
ploding -- it seems like a lot of people 
want to live in the city again,” he said. 

“We are looking forward to all that 
happening.”
 As the neighborhood’s population 
declined in the latter half of the 20th 
century, loyal shoppers who visited the 
West Side Market on a weekly basis 
also declined, creating a challenge for 
this landmark. But there’s hope that this 
is beginning to turn around with new 
developments at this busy meeting of 
Lorain Avenue and a street once called 
Pearl Road.
 The development of this historic 
intersection began in 1818, when Ohio 
City was founded, making it one of 
Cleveland’s oldest neighborhoods 
today. Originally a part of Brooklyn 
Township, Ohio City became an in-
dividual municipality in 1836, which 
lasted until 1854, when it became part 
of the city of Cleveland. As Cleveland 
became an industrial center, it attracted 
immigrants seeking employment from 
New England, Germany, Hungary, and 
Ireland. 
 The Pearl Street Market was built in 
1868, across the street from its current 
site and occupying the spot where 
Market Square Park is located today.  
The building was replaced with a new 
market across the street in 1912 and the 
name changed to the West Side Market.
 The market’s historic building still 
has the original clock tower and vendors 
selling all sorts of culinary delights. The 
market sees more than 1.8 million visi-
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Activists sleep out at City Hall to draw attention 
to the urgent need to address lead poisoning
by Bruce Checefsky
 Childhood lead poisoning 
has increased dramatically since 
COVID-19. Day care closures and stay-
at-home orders have confi ned young 
children to their homes, increasing 
the likelihood of exposure to the toxic 
metal. Many medical centers where 
testing routinely took place were 
closed. In Ohio, for example, 51% 
fewer children were tested for blood 
levels in May 2020 compared to May 
2019. 
 In Cleveland about 90% of homes 
are lead impacted, according to Yvonka 
Hall co-founder of the Cleveland Lead 
Safe Network in 2016. Hall was a 
principal organizer along with Black 
on Black Crime Inc and Black Lives 
Matter Cuyahoga County, calling on 
Clevelanders to Sleep Out At City Hall 
to call attention to what they say is 
an urgent need for action against lead 
poisoning in Cleveland.
 Groups supporting the initiative 
claim City Hall has been slow to 
implement the Lead Safe Certifi cate 
Ordinance passed in 2019, a law 

that came about only after sustained 
citizen-led protests. (A spokesperson 
for the mayor declined to comment 
on the City of Cleveland lead 
poisoning prevention efforts during the 
pandemic.)
 The Lead Safe Certifi cate Ordinance 
requires all landlords to pay for 
private inspections and secure lead-
safe certifi cates for their rental units. 
The law also requires additional 
disclosures to renters and homebuyers 
about whether a home has an identifi ed 
lead hazard. Expected to have taken 
effect on March 1, 2021, and rolled out 
by zip code, the law requires owners of 
rentals built before 1978 to have their 
properties inspected for lead hazards 
every two years. Cleveland’s Building 
and Housing Department will require 
all rentals to be certifi ed as lead safe 
by 2023. The legislation also doubles 
the rental registration fee, raising 
it from $35 to $70. The city will not 
perform the lead-safe certifi cation 
examinations. Landlords will have to 
hire private inspectors.
continued on page 4continued on page 4

Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods hosts mayoral 
candidates’ forum at Edgewater Park’s pavilion
by Bruce Checefsky 
 The Council of Cleveland Neigh-
borhoods (CCN) sponsored a 
Candidates’ Forum with mayor-
al prospects Ross DiBello, Ba-

sheer Jones, Kevin Kelley, Dennis 
Kucinich and Zack Reed on Tues-
day, July 27, at the West Pavilion 
on the upper level of Edgewater 
Park. CCN is a deliberative body 

of Cleveland residents organized 
around preservation and develop-
ment issues. It is independent of 
Community Development Corpora-

continued on page 6continued on page 6

PHOTO BY LEO JEFFRES
July 2021; West Side Market, 1979 W. 25th Street, 
G.A. Russ, Stand G11,  in the market house: These 
ground ostrich patties are an example of some of the 
choices of meats available at the West Side Market.

     PHOTO BY LEO JEFFRES
July 2021; West Side Market, 1979 W. 25th Street, Maple Valley Sugar-
bush, Produce Arcade, Stand 75: Comb Honey is one of the specialty 
items shoppers can fi nd at the West Side Market.

             PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Friday, July 30, 2021; Pop-Up Event to Celebrate Grand Opening of 
King’s Gas Depot, 3031 Clark Avenue: Chef Peggy Cruz prepares to 
serve food to guests. Peggy Cruz plans to open her restaurant Cha’Firo 
at Las Tienditas del Mercado, 2886 W. 25th (W. 25th and Seymour) in 
September 2021. Allen Moreland Jr., owner of King’s Gas Depot, a 
full-service station, recruited Cruz for the pop-up event. Hispanic Busi-
ness Center intern Isaiah Mojica worked to help publicize the event.
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ARTS
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ARTS 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER, 2937 
W. 25th Street, Wednesday – Friday, 2 p.m. 
– 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
cma.org.
TRANSFORMER STATION, 1460 W. 
29th Street, Wednesday-Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
transformerstation.org.
CAN TRIENNIAL 2022: YOU ARE 
HERE: A multi-venue exhibition organized 
in collaboration with an intergenerational 
diverse team of curators to assemble more 
than a dozen exhibitions. The exhibitions 
will give us an experiential journey through 
the literal geography of our city, and the 
ever-complicated situational understand-
ings of place, context, identity and action. 
Exhibit dates are July-August 2022. Artists 
apply FREE through September 30, 2021 at 
CANTRIENNIAL.ORG.
THE GALLERIES AT CLEVELAND 
STATE UNIVERSITY, 1307 Euclid Av-
enue present BEST SERVED COLD by 
Shelley Brenner Baird. Open to the public 
from August 24-October 30th Tuesdays 
thru Saturdays from 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Catered 
opening reception September 4, at 5 p.m. All 
are welcome. Shelley Brenner Baird presents 
100 cloth dinner napkins screen-printed with 
news stories detailing true revenge stories 
involving food. A photograph of the food that 
inspired these very real crimes accompanies 
each napkin. The artist received an Ohio 
Arts Council Individual Excellence Award 
for 1921. For more information visit: www.
class.csuohio.edu/artgallery.

CLEVELAND SERVICES
CITY OF CLEVELAND OPT-IN RECY-
CLING PROGRAM: Cleveland residents 
can now opt in to the new bi-weekly curbside 
recycling program. Residents interested in 
joining the program must sign up by October 
22 by calling 216-664-3030, or by visiting: 
https://bit.ly/2TrEXfu. For more information 
visit: http://www.clevelandohio.gov/waste.
SUPPORT/HELP: The City of Cleveland 
Neighborhood Resource and Recreation Cen-
ters have a Social Support Service Specialist 
that can help connect individuals, adults, and 
senior citizens with various community ser-
vices. The specialists can help to connect and 
refer individuals to medical/hospital related 
services, long-term counseling, and public 
assistance. They can advocate on behalf of 
your family for public entitlements such as 
veteran’s benefi ts, social security, Medicare/
Medicaid, food stamps, housing assistance, 
Head Start, and student loans. The Social 
Support Service Specialists also offer support 
and guidance to youth experiencing stigma-
tization, scapegoating, labeling, bullying, 
substance abuse and unhealthy relationships. 
Social Support Service Specialist Joy Hall 
(216)-857-7629 is assigned to both the Esta-
brook and Cudell Recreation Centers; Social 
Support Service Specialist Krisnia Hope 
(216)- 857-3238 is assigned to the Gunning, 
Clark and Michael Zone Recreation Centers.

COVID-19
$100 COVID-19 Vaccine Incentive for 
Ohio Medicaid Recipients: All Ohio Med-
icaid and MyCare members age 18 and older 
who receive their fi rst dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine between now and September 15, 
2021 will receive a $100 incentive. In 
Cuyahoga County alone, over 425,000 coun-

ty residents are enrolled in Medicaid. There 
are 32 pop-up and standing vaccination sites 
in our region and many of these locations 
are providing the $100 Medicaid incentive. 
For more information about how to receive 
your incentive, please call member services 
at your health plan, you can fi nd the number 
on the back of your healthcare member ID 
card or visit covidvaxonthespot.com. 
COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC at 
Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital location, 
Ted and Jean Castele Learning Center, 2709 
Franklin Blvd. Every Tuesday, 7:30 a.m. 
-3:30 p.m. for individuals ages 12 and up. 
(those under age 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian or provide written 
consent from their parent or guardian in order 
to receive the vaccine.) Parking on W. 28th

North of the Hospital on Franklin Boulevard 
– enter through the Fulton Tower and follow 
the signs. To register call 216-448-4117. Reg-
istration line open Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Walk-in available. No appointment 
needed. For more info visit: www.cleveland-
clinic.org/vaccineappointment.
COVID 19 VACINATION: Case Western 
Reserve University is partnering with the 
City of Cleveland to provide vaccinations to 
eligible Cleveland residents. To schedule a 
vaccine, call 216-368-1964 between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday – Friday or visit www.
case.edu/vaccine.
COVID-19 VACCINES: To fi nd a vaccine 
provider using the State of Ohio’s resources 
visit: gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov. You 
may also call the City of Cleveland for assis-
tance with scheduling a vaccine appointment 
at 216-664-2222.

EDUCATION
CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT Chief Executive 
Offi cer Eric Gordon will deliver his annual 
State of the Schools address on Wednesday, 
September 22, at noon. For a live stream 
visit the City Club of Cleveland’s website 
at: www.cityclub.org.
THE CLEVELAND BOARD OF EDU-
CATION is seeking applicants for an open 
seat on the board. The deadline to apply is 
September 13th.  (deadline extended from the 
original deadline of August 23rd.) Cleveland 
Mayor Frank Jackson will appoint a school 
board member from the list of applicants. 
Residents of the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District qualify to be appointed to 
the Board of Education (with the exception 
of elected public offi cials.) To obtain an ap-
plication contact Dr. Monyka Price, the City 
of Cleveland Chief of Education by email at 
mprice@clevelandohio.gov, or by phone at 
216-420-8087,  or visit clecityhall.fi les.word-
press.com to download an application. The 
opening on the Board of Education resulted 
from the resignation of Jasmine Fryer due to 
her move out of the school district.
ROCK HALL EDU: Access the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame’s free digital learning 
platform at www.edu.rockhall.com

ENVIRONMENT
LEAD SAFE CLEVELAND: The Lead 
Safe Resource Center can help you to learn 
more about protecting your children from 
lead hazards. For more information visit 
www.LeadSafeCLE.org or call 833-601-
5323.
WARD 14 DUMPSTER DAYS: September 
11 on W. 73rd and Neville Avenue (Corner 
Lot).

CLIMATE CHANGE:  WHAT IS 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY DOING ABOUT 
IT? For more information about Cuyahoga 
County’s programs visit the Cuyahog a 
county Sustainability Website at: https:sus-
tainability.cuyahogacounty.us
TREE PLANTING: Learn how to plant 
any kind of tree: bare root, containerized, 
balled and burlap at: www.arborday.org/
trees/planting

FIRST CALL FOR HELP
NEED HELP? CALL 2-1-1 OR VISIT 
211OH.ORG TO CHAT ONLINE: Your 
link to community resources. United Way 
2-1-1 provides help when you need it. Dial 
three numbers -2-1-1- and a compassionate 
professional will help you understand, fi nd 
and access community resources 24 hours a 
day. Get connected. Get Help. 2-1-1 Helplink 
is free and confi dential. 2-1-1 can provide 
guidance and information about: Food, 
housing and utility assistance; employment 
services; counseling services; drug and 
alcohol treatment; legal services; veterans’ 
services, tax preparation assistance, health 
care and many other needs you may have.

FOOD
FREE FRESH PRODUCE: The Centered 
Market, Gordon Square Campus, 5209 De-
troit Ave., Noon -2 p.m. on September 16th.
HEALTH
MYELOMA LINK: African Americans 
have twice the rate of myeloma as white 
Americans. Common signs and symptoms of 
myeloma include: bone pain and or fractures; 
feeling tired and weak; and getting sick much 
more often than usual, due to a weakened 
immune system. For more information reach 
out at MyelomaLink@LLS.org or call 844-
955-LINK (5465) or visit the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society’s website at: www.LLS.
org/MyelomaLink.

HOUSING
FREE EVICTION HELP: Legal Aid offers 
free eviction help. An attorney by your side 
in eviction court can help preserve housing, 
get rental assistance, and negotiate with a 
landlord. If you know someone in need, 
encourage them to visit lasclev.org/contact 
to apply online for help 24/7, or call 888-
817-8777 to get help. Visit www.lasclev.org
to learn more.
CLEVELAND TEN YEAR HOUSING 
PLAN: The engagement team is thrilled to 
present the fi nal recommendations, action 
steps, and scorecards to the public for feed-
back on Wednesday, September 15 at 6PM 

EDT via Zoom.  Live captioning and ASL 
translation will be provided. Please visit our 
website (www.clevelandhousingplan.com) to 
register here: https://www.clevelandhousing-
plan.com/meetings.html?locale=en
FAIR HOUSING LAW OVERVIEW 
FOR TENANTS: This course provides a 
comprehensive overview of fair housing 
rights for tenants including information on 
reasonable accommodations and modifi ca-
tions for persons with disabilities, emerging 
issues, and goals of fair housing. If interested 
in the course email the Fair Housing Center 
for Rights and Research at: Education@
thehousingcenter.org.

MENTAL HEALTH
SUICIDE PREVENTION: If your child 
or someone you love is struggling with 
depression or thinking about suicide, get 
help now. The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline, 1-800-273-TALK (8255), is a free 
resource, available 24 hours a day for anyone 
who is in suicidal crisis or emotional distress. 
The Crisis Text Line is a free 24/7 text line 
where trained crisis counselors support in-
dividuals in crisis. Text “Jason” to 741741 
to speak with a compassionate, trained 
Crisis Counselor. Confidential support 
24/7, for free. Visit The Jason Foundation’s 
website to learn more about youth suicide, 
the warning signs, and how you can help 
make a difference.  JFI has never charged a 
school, community, or individual for the use 
of their programs or resources. http://www.
jasonfoundation.com

PUBLIC POLICY
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SOLU-
TIONS: Read the latest research from this 
Northeast Ohio nonpartisan think tank at: 
www.communitysolutions.com
CUYAHOGA COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION DATA BOOK SERIES:
Visit online at: www.countyplanning.us/
resources/databooks
LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND 
WE WANT: A website created by David 
Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.
org. The goal of the site is to create a resource 
for citizens and candidates for Mayor and 
City Council that will provide a useful col-
lection of issues and ideas while stimulating 
a discussion about what a progressive city 
can be like. David Beach is the founder and 
former director of the GreenCityBlueLake 
Institute and served as the editor of the Plain 
Press in the early 1980s.
POLICY MATTERS OHIO: Read the 
latest research reports from this nonprofi t 
policy research institute at: www.policy-
mattersohio.org.
READ ROLDO ONLINE: Read columns 
by Cleveland’s premier investigative jour-
nalist Roldo Bartimole online at: https://
havecoffeewillwrite.com
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN POLICY 
COMMITTEE (AAPC) encourages all 
those who will, to come to the table to seek 
out solutions, rooted in public policy, that 
will help solve these myriad crises facing 
African American communities in Northeast 
Ohio. The AAPC meets the fi rst Monday of 
every month from 2-3 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit: www.noeblackhealthcoalition.
org , call 216-295-0283 or email: neobhc@
gmail.com.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
ACLU CIVIC ACTION TUESDAYS:  A 
conversation with the Social Justice Insti-
tute: Join the Social Justice Institute and the 
ACLU of Ohio for a critical conversation 

on the devastating impacts of cash bail and 
mass incarceration. September 7, 6-7:30 
p.m. To fi nd out how to register for this free 
virtual event call 216-368-7568 or email: 
socialjustice@case.edu.

RECREATION
LINDSEY FAMILY PLAY SPACE at 
Edgewater Park is now open. Located 
near the Upper Edgewater Picnic Shelter, 
the play and family gathering area features 
a wide range of nature play opportunities 
including boulders, water and sand play, as 
well as tunnels, climbing structures, slides 
and shaded areas.
TOWPATH TRAIL IN TREMONT:
participate in special programming by the 
Cleveland Metroparks along the towpath trail 
in Tremont including Family Group, History 
Walks, Walking Club, Running Club and 
Tremont Birders. For more information visit 
www.experiencetremont.com/towpath-trail. 
To register or for more information email: 
towpath@tremontwest.org.
TAKE A HIKE: Free Historic Walking 
Tours of Cleveland include a Canal Basin 
tour on Sundays in September at 10 a.m. 
To learn more and to register visit www.
takeahikecle.com.

YOUTH
YOUTH RESILIENCY SERVICES of 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry serves as a 
drop in center for youth – a critical access 
point to housing resources as well as other 
services to support the social, emotional and 
physical wellbeing of young people. For 
more information visit www.lutheranmetro.
org/youth-services.

THE PLAIN PRESS COMMUNITY THE PLAIN PRESS COMMUNITY 
BOARD BOARD offers free listings for free offers free listings for free 
events and services to non profit events and services to non profit 
organizations, community groups organizations, community groups 
and public institutions. Send listings and public institutions. Send listings 
to: plainpress@gmail.com.to: plainpress@gmail.com.

                PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Sunday, August 8, 2021; Clifton Boulevard, between W. 115 and W. 117th streets, Edgewater Sidewalk Fest: 
Friends of City Dogs Cleveland volunteer Lisa Ellis is ready to answer questions and offer information 
about City Dogs to those attending the festival.
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Great finds. Great prices. Great cause.

Join us September 18th for our 
Customer Appreciation Day!

Both ReStore locations will 
feature special in-store savings, 

raffles, food and more. 

ReStore West
2110 W 110th St.
Cleveland

ReStore East
4601 Northfield Rd.
North Randall

clevelandhabitat.org 216.429.1299

store hours     tue/wed/thu 10a-6p
         fri/sat 10a-4p

Guarantee citizens the right to food, clothing, shelter and medical care
To the editor:
  With all the debate recently for 
amending the United States Consti-
tution in favor of certain issues and/or 
those constituencies, perhaps a more 
appropriate amendment should guar-
antee each citizen of the United States 
the right to food, clothing, shelter, and 
medical care. Poverty is defi ned as the 
condition of being poor or lacking the 
necessary means of support to live or 
meet needs. Today we read of enormous 
corporate tax breaks, outsourcing of 
jobs overseas and outrageous salaries 
“earned” by athletes/entertainers. More 
recently came the revelation of the 
billions of dollars spent by the United 
States on two wars. In the meantime, the 
number of those in poverty continues to 
increase. 

LETTER
 The Old Testament of the Bible often 
makes references to the promised land 
fl owing with milk and honey. All one has 
to do in this country is take a trip to the 
grocery store, or department store, and 
bear witness to the fact that if anywhere 
was close to exhibiting the characteris-
tics of “the promised land”, this country 
is it.
 Yet, somehow, we are still unable 
to meet the four basic needs every 
citizen has. Some would argue that this 
proposal is an extension of Socialism/
Communism.  Nothing could be further 
from the truth.
 Socialism/Communism is a political 
or economic theory in which community 
members own all property, resources, 
and the means of production, and con-
trol the distribution of goods. No one is 
suggesting the replacement of Capital-
ism; an economic system in which the 
means of production and distribution are 
privately owned, and prices are chiefl y 
determined by open competition in a free 
market. What is being suggested is that 
in this land of surplus “milk and honey”, 

there is absolutely no reason why the 
four basic needs of every U.S. citizen 
cannot be met. Some would argue that 
food stamps, thrift stores, public housing 
and Medicaid already meet these needs 
but in the words of President John F. 
Kennedy, “this country is divided be-
tween those who have never had it so 
good and those who know we can do 
better”. 
 I think we can do better. Resolved, it 
shall be the right of every United States 
citizen (in order to further guarantee 
the right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness) to receive food, clothing, 
shelter and medical care that is adequate 
to meet their basic needs.
 Now, that being written (uh oh here it 
comes), everyone in this great country of 
ours would agree that the most effective 
anti-poverty solution is gainful employ-
ment. This Administration (along with 
Congress) didn’t take its eye off the ball; 
didn’t drop the ball and certainly didn’t 
fumble the ball. They kicked it down the 
road in the form of an onside kick. It has 
now mutated into the form of a hot potato 
that no one wants to touch.
 Well folks, it’s time to prime the 
pump. One solution is Workfare, where-
by those able-bodied citizens are re-
quired to perform some type of labor in 
order to receive assistance. This will help 

restore their dignity (as they continue to 
search for even more meaningful work) 
while at the same time allowing a large 
group of people to start purchasing var-
ious goods and services.
 As for getting people back to work the 
solution is not as complicated as it may 
appear to be.  We need to bring back 
an agency similar (but not identical) 
to the Work Progress Administration 
(WPA) which should take a two-pronged 
approach. One is the most obvious; hire 
people to perform the very services (and 
more) that the private sector will never 
engage in simply because it is not prof-
itable to do so. The second approach 
is a wee bit more complicated but can 
be successful by utilizing private-public 
partnerships.
 Let the governments (at all levels)
develop a plan to share (temporarily)
in the salary expense of unemployed 
people so that they could work full time, 
re-gain their lost skills and eventually 
retain a fulltime position paid by the 
private company. This would result in 
an immediate restoration of lost govern-
ment revenues as well as help to “prime 
the pump” or the newfound consumer 
demand. Increasing demand will result 
in the need for increased supply and 
hence an increase in production which 

will result in increased employment. You 
could think of this “stimulus” plan as a 
rocket booster that slowly fades away 
as the economy picks up. Isn’t this what 
government is supposed to do beyond 
providing safety for its citizens?
 Is it too late now? I hope not; but 
to continue to waste time over which 
side wins (while the rest of the country 
goes to hell) risks moving America’s 
dissatisfaction with government to the 
disbelief of the legitimacy of those who 
do govern. The question before us all is 
this: how far down must this country sink 
before it becomes clear and apparent 
that current government offi cials have 
forfeited their right to govern?
 Government was never intended to be 
an ongoing circus act of constantly hand-
icapping the next election while nothing 

gets done due to this self-perpetuating 
form of gridlock. I strongly suggest that 
members of both branches and parties 
start making a better effort to get to know 
each other more personally. Whether it 
be over breakfast, lunch, or dinner on the 
golf course, in a restaurant or the local 
disco tech, you the leaders of our nation 
need to familiarize yourselves with what 
is at stake in the other person’s life and 
realize that compromising on a policy 
is not the same as compromising your 
values.
   Ladies and gentlemen, let’s get to 
work by getting this country moving 
again.  And no, I’m not running for offi ce, 
but I am Joe Bialek and I approve this 
message.
Joe Bialek

COVID-19 cases on the rise again in Cleveland
 Mayor Frank Jackson’s administration’s 
Cleveland Department of Public Health 
weekly COVID-19 Case Summary for the 
week of August 8-14 says “COVID-19 cases 
in Cleveland have steadily increased since 
July 1st. Cleveland had a 7-day incidence rate 
of 91.3 new cases per 100,000 residents this 
reporting week, indicating a substantial rate 
of community transmission. At this level of 
transmission, the CDC recommends masking 
indoors regardless of vaccination status as 
part of a layered mitigation strategy.”
 The City of Cleveland data shows that the 
highest transmission rate is for Clevelanders 
under the age of 40 with a “high level of 
117.7 new cases per 100,000 residents during 
this week (August 8-14). This age group 
accounts for 71% of new cases this week, 
but only 33.6% of eligible individuals in the 
age group have received any vaccine dose.”
 The City of Cleveland urged all eligible 
Clevelanders to get vaccinated. The City of 

Cleveland report issued on August 20th says, 
“COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective, 
even against COVID-19 variants such as 
Delta. Millions of people in the United States 
have received COVID-19 vaccines safely. A 
total of 140,090 (36.8%) Cleveland residents 
have safely completed a vaccination series. 
The COVID-19 vaccine is the most important 
tool available to end the pandemic.”
 The Cleveland report summarizes the 
types of COVID-19 variant cases identifi ed 
locally: “555 positive variant cases have 
been identifi ed among Cleveland residents, 
including four types of variants (394 cases 
of Alpha, 57 cases of Delta, 10 cases of 
Epsilon, and 93 cases of Gamma, and 1 
case of a co-infection of Delta and Gamma). 
Variant cases are identifi ed through genomic 
sequencing of a random sample of positive 
COVID-19 test specimens. Not all positive 
test specimens are sequenced, and the 
prevalence of these variants is likely greater 

than counts reported here. The Delta variant 
is highly transmissible and poses a serious 
threat of hospitalization or death to unvacci-
nated individuals, including children under 

12 who are not yet eligible to be vaccinated.”
 A total of 348 COVID-19 cases were 
reported in the week of August 8-14 with 
13 hospitalizations. Thus far during this pan-

demic, 34,725 Cleveland residents have been 
diagnosed as having had COVID-19 with 
2,611 residents having been hospitalized due 
to the disease and 527 residents dying from 
complications resulting from COVID-19.

Advocates for free eviction help urge 
increased commitment by the City of 
Cleveland to fully funding the program
by Chuck Hoven
 United Way of Greater Cleveland, 
the Cleveland Legal Aid Society and 
CHN Housing Partners have teamed up 
in a public private partnership with the 
City of Cleveland to offer free help to 
qualifi ed Clevelanders facing eviction. 
 Two programs paired together, the 
Right to Counsel Program of Legal 
Aid and Rental Assistance Program at 
CHN Housing Partners are successful 
in helping those eligible to stay in their 

homes and avoid the destabilization 
and life altering impact of eviction. 
Program advocates from United Way, 
Legal Aid and CHN Housing Partners 
would all like to see the City of Cleve-
land increase its commitment to these 
programs and expand eligibility to more 
households facing eviction.
 Julie Wisneski, Director of Housing 
Stability at United Way, says tenants 
facing eviction can seek help at the 
continued on page 11continued on page 11

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, July 30, 2021; Pop-Up Event to Celebrate Grand Opening of King’s Gas Depot, 3031 Clark Avenue: 
King’s Gas Depot owner Allen Moreland Jr. washes the window of a customer during the pop-up event 
celebrating his new business which he opened in the midst of the pandemic on Labor Day in 2020.
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Prevent Blindness Ohio issues report with data 
on prevalence of eye disease and its impact
  Prevent Blindness Ohio’s 2020 Vision 
Problems in Ohio report says “The 
impact of vision loss on individuals, 
families, the public health system, and 
to the State of Ohio is a significant 
public health concern. While half of all 
blindness is preventable, the number of 
Ohioans who suffer vision loss contin-
ues to increase.” 

The report indicates an increase in 
the four leading causes of vision loss in 
Ohio since its last report was issued in 
2014. The report says there is a 10.5% 
increase in people ages 50 or older with 
macular degeneration; a 3.4% increase 
in people ages 40 or over that have a cat-
aract; a 3.5% increase in people ages 40 
or older that have diabetic retinopathy, 
and a 3.5% increase in people ages 40 
and older that have glaucoma.
 The report also offers a breakdown 
by county of age-related eye disease 
and statistics on the economic impact 
of vision problems by age group in each 
county in Ohio.
 In Cuyahoga County the report indi-
cates the prevalence of age-related eye 
disease. It reports that 65,445 people 
age forty or over with hyperopia (far-
sightedness); 155,926 people, age forty 
or over, with myopia (nearsightedness); 
10,850 people age fi fty or older with 

age-related macular degeneration; 
111,052 people age forty and older with 
a cataract; 31,747 people age forty and 
older with diabetic retinopathy; 11,871 
people age forty and older with glau-
coma; 4,127 people age forty and older 
with blindness; and 17,781 people age 
forty and older with visual impairment. 
The total number of cases in Cuyahoga 
County is listed as 408,799 people with 
age-related eye disease.
 The report also offers an indication of 
the economic impact of vision problems 
in Cuyahoga County which it says total 
$644,418,694 for Cuyahoga County’s 
1,235,072 residents. It breaks down the 
economic impact by direct and indirect 
costs for various age groups.
 For the 254,425 children in Cuyahoga 
County ages 0-17, the economic im-
pact of vision problems is estimat-
ed at $23,325,218, with direct costs 
of $20,659,479 and indirect cost of 
$2,665,739.
 For the 359,046 individuals ages 
18-39 in Cuyahoga County ages 18-
29, the economic impact from vision 
problems is estimated at $95,286,071 
with $39,080042 in direct costs and 
$56,206,028 in indirect costs.
 For the 391,399 individuals in 
Cuyahoga County ages 40-64, the 
economic impact from vision prob-
lems is estimated at $154,314,307 
with $101,622,399 in Direct costs and 
$52,691,968 in indirect costs.
 For the 230,202 residents of 
Cuyahoga County age 65 or older, 
the economic impact from vision 
problems is estimated at $394,689,706 
with $154,907,146 in direct costs and 
$239,782,560 in indirect costs.
 The report offers defi nitions of direct 
and indirect costs.
 “Direct costs include diagnosed 
disorders, medical vision aids, undiag-
nosed vision loss, aids/devices, educa-
tion/school screening, and assistance 
programs.”
 The report defi nes indirect costs to in-
clude: “productivity loss, informal care, 
long-term care, entitlement programs, 
tax deduction and transfer costs.”
 Prevent Blindness Ohio says, “Vi-
sion Problems in Ohio 2020 provides 
the evidence that vision disorders and 
impairment are major public health 
problems for Ohio.”
 The report’s authors hope the data 
provided at the county level “helps 
those caring for the visual health and 
well-being of Ohioans at the community 
level to understand the scope and cost of 
vision problems.” The authors hope this 
understanding will lead policy makers 
“to establish sound policies and inter-
ventions that can help Ohioans enjoy 
good sight for life.”
 Prevent Blindness Ohio in calling for 
attention to this issue says, “Without 
early detection of eye diseases in chil-
dren, families and older adults, Ohioans 
suffer from critical impact on their 
quality of life and ability to maintain 
independence.”
 Addressing the importance of eye 
screening for children, Prevent Blind-
ness Ohio says “Healthy vision has a 
critical role in every child’s physical, 
cognitive and social development. An 
untreated eye condition like amblyopia 
(lazy eye) can lead to irreversible vision 
loss.”
 The report also urges attention to the 
needs of older adults saying, “Gradual 
vision loss in older adults compromises 
their ability to conduct daily activities 
such as driving, walking, cooking, 
bathing, and reading, thus reducing their 
independence. Glaucoma and diabetic 
retinopathy often produce no symptoms, 
and if left undetected and untreated, can 
lead to blindness.”
 Prevent Blindness Ohio concludes its 
report with a policy recommendation, 
“Early detection of vision problems 
and uniform systems of accessible eye 
care for all Ohioans are critical compo-
nents of an equitable health system that 
will lead to improvements in learning, 
socialization, job productivity, indepen-
dence and quality of life.”

 There is no safe level of exposure to 
lead. A highly toxic metal and very strong 
poison, lead poisoning is a serious and 
sometimes fatal condition. It can disrupt 
neurological and cognitive development, 
causing learning disabilities, behavioral 
problems, and developmental delays.
 Lead is found in lead-based paints, 
including paint on the walls of old houses 
and toys. It is also found in art supplies and 
contaminated dust.
 According to event organizers, lead 
testing has continued to decline over the 
past 4 years. The Department of Building 
and Housing has registered fewer than 100 
rental homes as lead safe, despite expecting 
thousands of landlords to come forward 
with proof that their properties would not 
cause childhood lead poisoning. 
 Activist Jeff Mixon, a former local 
head of Black Lives Matter and candidate 
for Cleveland City Council Ward 7, stood 
on the steps of City Hall talking to people 
gathered for the rally and overnight sleep 
out protest. Mayoral candidates Justin 
Bibb, Dennis Kucinich, and Zak Reed were 
standing behind him. 
 “The Lead Safe Certifi cate Ordinance 
which was supposed to start March 1 is 
not being implemented,” Mixon said. “We 

know landlords with properties with lead 
poisoning are renting them out to families 
with kids. It’s unacceptable.” 
 Mixon quoted a recent study from 
Milwaukee on lead positing, which 
indicated that over 50% of the gun 
violence in that city was attributed to lead 
poisoning. The study done at UWM’s 
Joseph J. Zilber School of Public Health 
used public health, education and criminal 
justice datasets covering more than 89,000 
people born in Milwaukee between June 
1, 1986, and December 31, 2003, with 
a valid blood lead test before they were 
6 years old. Researchers found that as 
childhood blood lead levels increased, the 
risk for becoming a perpetrator or victim 
of gun violence increased, even after 
controlling for temporal trends, gender, 
race and neighborhood socioeconomic 
status, according to the UWM report 
from The University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. The fi ndings were bolstered 
by known links between lead exposure 
and the brain, especially through impairing 
future decision-making and increasing 
impulsiveness, traits that may infl uence 
criminal behavior.
 Erika Jarvis, a board member of 
Cleveland Lead Advocates for Safe 
Housing, recalled what it was like to be 

twice poisoned by lead paint. Hall said 
lead paint chips taste sweet like candy. 
More often, children under the age of fi ve 
are poisoned. The side effects take years to 
manifest.
 “I’m an expert in lead poisoning,” Jarvis 
told the crowd. “I’m an expert in the worst 
way. I can remember as a young child 
getting my blood drawn weekly because 
my lead level was so high. The sweetness 
of paint chips altered my brain.”
 Jarvis said her grandmother had to 
warn teachers that her mood swings could 
be extreme. She criticized Cleveland’s 
Department of Health for not working with 
the Department of Building and Housing, 
and said she was ‘amazed’ that a major 
paint company can relocate their world 
headquarters to downtown Cleveland, 
the same company responsible for lead 
poisoning, in a city with staggering health 
statistics. She called out all seven mayoral 
candidates for leaving the topic untouched 
in their campaign speeches and debates.
 “It’s amazing to me how seven mayoral 
candidates had an entire debate about 
important issues such as crime, poverty, 
and public health, and lead poisoning was 
never once mentioned. Our children should 
not have to suffer,” said Jarvis. 
 Hall, an activist deeply impassioned 
and involved in social justice activities, 
Executive Director of the Northeast Ohio 

Black Health Coalition as well as co-founder 
of the Cleveland Lead Safe Network and 
co-founder of CLASH (Cleveland Lead 
Advocates for Safe Housing), reminded the 
three mayoral candidates that the Sleep Out 
at City Hall City protest was not a media 
opportunity for them.
 “You’re not going to make this into 
a political thing. If you’re not willing 
to address this issue then leave now,” 
said Hall, addressing the candidates. She 
requested the next mayor should hire a lead 
safe administrator to coordinate various 
departments responsible for removing lead 
hazards from the community. The lead czar 
would have administrative oversight in 
coordinating the Department of Building 
and Housing for lead safe housing, 
and Department of Public Health. The 
Department of Law would be responsible 
for enforcing lead violations, according to 
her.
 Bibb, Kucinich, and Reed pledged to 
make lead paint poisoning a top priority in 
their administration during a succession of 
brief stump speeches.
 Mixon headed to a grassy patch in front 
City Hall following the speeches along with 
several other protesters ready to camp out 
for the night.
 “We need leaders to do the right thing,” 
he said. 
 

LEAD POISONING: ACTIVIST SLEEP OUTLEAD POISONING: ACTIVIST SLEEP OUT
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, August 21, 2021; Rally to show support for the Afghan people, sidewalk near Masjid Rasool 
Allah, 9400 Detroit Avenue: (L-R) Basira Muhibzaba, Rukhsar Ashkyar and Sadaf Muhibzaba hold their 
signs showing their concern about the crisis in Afghanistan.
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City of Cleveland Primary Election is set for September 14, 2021

Read the Plain Press online at https://plainpress.blog

 The date for the Primary Election in 
the City of Cleveland is set for Septem-
ber 14, 2021.  Cleveland registered vot-
ers will be able to vote for their choice 
of mayoral candidates and city council 
candidates with primary races. Ballots 
are available in both English and Span-
ish. To view a sample ballot before you 
vote visit:  www.boe.cuyahogacounty.
gov.
 The League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland has published a voter 
guide for the Primary Election in which 
candidate profi les and interviews are 
included. Copies are available for free 
in local libraries and other locations 
around the community.
 There are seven candidates for Mayor 
of Cleveland competing in the primary 
election: Justin Bibb, Ross DiBello, 
Basheer S. Jones, Kevin Kelley, Den-
nis J. Kucinich, Zack Reed and Sandra 
Williams. The top two fi nishers in the 
primary election will advance to the 
general election in November.
 City Council Primary Elections will 
be held in City Council wards where 
there are more than two candidates 
competing to serve as City Council 
Representative. In the areas served by 
the Plain Press, City Council Primary 
Elections will be held in Wards 3, 11 
and 12. In Wards 13, 14, 15 and 16 there 
will be no City Council Primary because 
there are two or less candidates running. 
In those wards voters will just weigh in 
on the mayor’s race.
 In Ward 3 there are three candidates 
competing in the Primary Election: Ayat 
Amin, Kerry McCormack, and Mike 
Rogalski.
 In Ward 11 there are three candidates 

competing in the City Council Primary 
Election: Michael Hardy, Brian Mooney 
and Donna Woods.
 In Ward 12 there are four candidates 
competing in the City Council Primary 
Election: Anthony Brancatelli, Rebecca 
Maurer, Tawayne McGee, and Shalira 
Taylor.
 Polls will be open on election day 
from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Early voting 
is also available at the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections, 2925 Euclid Avenue 
on weekdays until September 3 in per-
son voting hours are from 8 a.m. until 
5 p.m.; on weekdays from September 6 
to September 10, hours are from 8 a.m. 
until 7 p.m.; on Saturday, September 11, 
hours will be from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.; on 

Sunday September 12, hours are from 1 
p.m. - 5 p.m. and on Monday September 
13, hours are from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m..

Voters can also request an absentee 
ballot. Call the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections at 216-443-VOTE (8683) 
to request an absentee ballot applica-
tion be mailed to you. The deadline to 
request an absentee ballot is three days 
before the election, but voters can sub-
mit their application any time. If mailed, 
absentee ballots must be postmarked by 
the day before the election in order to 
be counted. You can also return your ab-
sentee ballot in-person at the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections, 2925 Euclid 
Avenue, before the close of the polls at 
7:30 p.m. on Election Day.

Mayoral candidates share thoughts on tackling poverty in Cleveland

continued on page 8continued on page 8

 The End Poverty Now Coalition, 
a coalition of 26 community groups 
working to address issues of poverty in 
Cleveland, hosted a Mayoral Forum via 
Zoom on August 25th.
 Organize Ohio Executive Director 
Larry Bresler said the End Poverty Now 
Coalition was formed in 2015-16 when 
local organizations joined in coalition in 
a March to End Poverty Now when the 
Republican National Convention was 
being held in downtown Cleveland. 
Speaking to the reason for hosting the 
Mayoral Forum, Bresler said, “In a city 
with one of the highest poverty rates in 
the country, we thought it was important 
to hear what the mayoral candidates 
would be doing to address issues of 
poverty here in Cleveland if they were 
elected mayor.”
 After Bresler’s remarks the forum 

began with Deb Kline of Cleveland Jobs 
with Justice serving as the timekeeper 
and Brian Mallory of the Ohio Poor 
Peoples’ Campaign served as Master of 
Ceremonies introducing the candidates 
and asking the questions.
 The candidates participating in the 
forum were: Justin Bibb, Ross DiBello, 
Basheer Jones, Dennis Kucinich, Zack 
Reed, Sandra Williams, and Dr. Terry 
Eckols representing Kevin Kelley.
 Each candidate was asked to start 
with a two-minute opening statement.

Justin Bibb
 Candidate Justin Bibb, a nonprofi t 
executive, was fi rst in line to speak. 
Bibb opened with a thank you to the 
organizers for hosting this “important 
conversation on one of the most im-
portant issues in our city and really our 
nation, as we have so much work to do 

to tackle income-inequality and poverty 
in the city of Cleveland and across the 
country. Look -- this issue is personal 
to me. I’m a native son of the Southeast 
Side of Cleveland. I grew up on one 
of the hardest blocks in the City on E 
121st and Dove. And I have vivid stark 
memories seeing my Mom, who barely 
graduated from John Adams and could 
barely read or write when she graduated, 
struggle day in and day out to make ends 
meet. I saw her clean toilets to make 
sure we could have good food on the 
table. Times got so bad that we had a 
car that … she had to start with a screw-
driver. If it wasn’t for Grandma Sarah, 
who opened up her home, we could have 
been on the street and homeless. Thank 
God, my Mom was able to get a good 
quality education and became a social 

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ 
Cleveland Mayoral Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level 
pavilion: Jessica Trivisonno, representing mayoral candidate Justin 
Bibb, answers a question presented by the moderator.
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tions. Missing from the forum were Justin 
Bibb and State Senator Sandra Williams. 
 More than thirty Cleveland residents rep-
resenting Little Italy, Hough, Hessler, Ohio 
City, Union-Miles Park, and other neighbor-
hoods attended the forum. DiBello arrived 
early followed by Kucinich, Jones, and 
Reed. 
 “I’m here to get my message out that pol-
icy matters,” DiBello said while working the 
crowd. “We have to enact progressive pol-
icies on a bigger scale. For me personally, 
its campaign fi nance and term limits.”
 Reed was surrounded by a small entou-
rage of supporters. 
 “I hope we can educate citizens on the 
importance of voting,” Reed said, when 
asked what he expected from the candi-
dates’ forum. “Less than thirty percent of 
voters showed up to vote last election. The 
Jackson administration made a lot of prom-
ises but never delivered. I want to change 
that.”
 Kucinich appeared with his wife Eliza-
beth. He introduced her to several people 
making their way to seats under the pavil-
ion. “People know me. They trust me,” he 
said about the challenges facing his elec-
tion campaign. “I’m tested, many times.”
 Kelley was there a few minutes before 
the forum began. He found his way to the 
registration table where he signed in and 
was handed a bottle of water by a volun-
teer. He paused to look around.
 “I generally come to these things without 
expectation,” he said. “I just try to answer 
the questions as honestly as possible with-
out much preparation.”
 A fi lm crew from News 5 Cleveland set 
up near the staged area next to a row of 
tables and chairs. Daryl Davis, organizer 
of the CNN forum, picked her way through 
the crowd to the front of the pavilion. She 
stopped to talk to the Plain Press.
   “I hope we get a clear understanding 
of what candidates have to offer and how 
they intend to address the concerns that 
have accumulated during the last six to ten 
years,” said Davis. “I look forward to a good 
public dialogue.”  
 As the start time grew nearer, residents 
sat on the picnic benches. Some wore pro-
tective masks. Candidates were seated at 
tables behind their name placards. Jessica 
Trivisonno, Economic Development Direc-
tor, Northwest Neighborhoods Communi-
ty Development Corporation represented 
Justin Bibb. A seat was left empty for San-
dra Williams.

 David Ellison, a resident of Ohio City, 
introduced each candidate. The fi rst set 
of questions was drawn at random, he ex-
plained, with each candidate given two and 
a half minutes to respond. The second set 
of questions was geared to specifi c can-
didates. Mary Ellen and David Samborksi 
were moderators. Questions for the fo-
rum were prepared in advance but not an-
nounced to the candidates.
 Kucinich’s name was pulled fi rst. Sambo-
rksi asked about the importance of an urban 
canopy in the city of Cleveland and what 
percentage of the overall budget would be 
set aside to address the issue. 
 Kucinich said that Cleveland was known 
as Forest City because of its abundance of 
tree canopy, then he paused to introduce 
Elizabeth, who he declared was his chief 
advisor on ecology and agriculture. She 
stood up to a fi ne round of applause. 
 “I intend to plant over 100,000 trees in the 
city,” said Kucinich. “City Hall does not take 
care of our trees. As mayor, I will save our 
trees and stop utility companies from clear 
cutting our best trees.”
 He also suggested burying utility lines un-
derground and recommended planting fruit 
trees so people can pick fruit freely. 
 DiBello was asked about the role of 
Community Development Corporations 
(CDCs) in neighborhood planning. CDC’s 
work closely with developers some of which 
disregard the interests of the residents, 
according to Samborksi. In answering the 
question, DiBello took the opportunity to talk 
about the pitfalls of political decision making 
without public input, a campaign position he 
has maintained since joining the race earlier 
this year.
 “We have development taking place 
throughout the city in neighborhoods where 
people don’t want it,” said DiBello, adding, 
“Your community is not my commodity.”
 He concluded by saying that as mayor he 
would continue to fund the CDC’s. He also 
wanted to start a city bank. “My entire plat-
form is about real democracy, putting the 
power back into the hands of regular peo-
ple, and eliminating suburban development 
interests so that investors from Gates Mills 
are not making decisions for people living in 
Cleveland.” 
 Bibb’s spokesperson, Jessica Trivison-
no, was asked to comment on the City of 
Cleveland building department, especially 
the permits and code enforcements de-
partments. When Samborksi asked if Bibb 
would make any changes to the system, the 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ Cleveland Mayoral 
Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level pavilion: Mayoral candidate Basheer 
Jones answers a question from the Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods.
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audience snickered.
 “As Economic Development Di-
rector for Detroit Shoreway Com-
munity Development Corporation 
(now part of Northwest Neighbor-
hoods CDC), I spend seventy per-
cent of my time fi guring out how to 
navigate the building and housing 
system on behalf of developers,” 
Trivisonno said with frustration. 
“The biggest barrier to doing busi-
ness in the city of Cleveland is City 
Hall.”
 During the second round of 
questions, Jones was asked about 
the residential tax abatement pro-
gram and, more specifi cally, what 
changes to the program he would 
make as mayor. He stepped out 
from behind the table and stood in 
front of the crowd. 
 “We’re not trying to bring new 
people into the Hough neighbor-

hood,” Jones said, referring to the 
lack of tax abatements in Ward 7. 
“I don’t mind bringing new people 
into the neighborhood through tax 
abatement but what about those 
living there for more than thirty-fi ve 
years? What about our seniors? 
We need a policy that helps and 
protects our longtime residents.”
 Kelley was questioned about 
transparency at the Cleveland City 
Council meetings. Specifi cally, 
Clevelanders for Public Comment 
have pressured the council presi-
dent to allow the public to have a 
voice at the meetings. Kucinich has 
been openly critical over the issue 
of transparency, particularly re-
garding the Progressive Field lease 
deal. 
 Council President Kelley said the 
City’s legal staff was drafting legis-
lation to change council’s meeting 
rules. The new rules would permit 

a limited public comment period. 
(Council has since adopted a rule 
change to provide for public com-
ment, including an amendment 
Clevelanders for Public Comment 
offered to the proposed rule change 
by Council leadership. Councilman 
McCormack presented the amend-
ment to Council for approval).
 Kelley explained that city council 
meetings are posted no less than 
twenty-four hours in advance.   
 “Cleveland City Council goes 
to great lengths to make sure all 
of our meetings are posted in ad-
vance,” said Kelley. “We want to 
hear from the public.”
 Reed took center stage when 
asked about the ongoing neigh-
borhood deterioration which has 
affected large parts of the city, and 
what, if anything, he plans to do 
about it as mayor. He said talking to 
residents was the fi rst step to pre-

vent neighborhoods from further 
deterioration. He promised to open 
City Hall and the Mayor’s offi ce ev-
ery Saturday morning so residents 
can meet with him in person.
 “If the CEO of Sherwin Williams, 
Cleveland Clinic, or Eaton called 
the mayor tonight they would have 
a meeting with him the next morn-
ing,” Reed said, adding as a side 
note that he advanced to the gen-
eral election in 2017 where he re-
ceived 40.5% of the vote against 
Frank Jackson. “You cannot know 
what to do in the neighborhoods 
unless you listen to the people.”

 As the event drew to a close, 
Ellison thanked the candidates for 
participating and acknowledged 
CCN for organizing the event. He 
encouraged people to mingle to 
ask more questions.
  “I’m concerned about land use 
and green canopy,” said Kathleen 
Knittel, a resident of Ohio City and 
former Regional Director, Schools 
of Nursing & Allied Health, Cleve-
land Clinic, standing up to leave.
 “I know there are certain can-
didates that I defi nitely won’t vote 
for, but I haven’t made up my mind 
about the rest.”

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ 
Cleveland Mayoral Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level 
pavilion: Mayoral candidate Ross DiBello explains his position on a 
question posed by members of the Council of Cleveland Neighbor-
hoods.

Redistricting: What’s the Big Deal?
by Joel Gorski
 Monday morning, August 23, Cleve-
land State University’s student center 
ballroom was filled with a stand-
ing-room-only crowd estimated at 200 
people.  Many were preparing com-
ments and questions for Ohio’s very 
fi rst Redistricting Commission as they 
waited. Most, if not all, of the attendees 
at this fi rst public redistricting hearing 
were there to assure that the boundaries 
for Ohio’s many political districts would 
be drawn fairly.  
 This hearing was the first step in 
implementing a new, fairer redistricting 
process.  In 2015 and 2018 Ohio voters 
approved two separate referendums to 
create a set of sensible rules and proce-
dures for redistricting Ohio’s state and 
congressional district maps. Many at-
tendees demonstrated their commitment 
to this issue by navigating bumper-to-

bumper traffi c and hunting for parking 
spots at CSU on this crowded and 
chaotic fi rst day of the fall semester.  
 In addition to terrible traffic and 
scarce parking – more than enough to 
deter attendees -- the Ohio Redistrict-
ing Commission had announced the 
hearing only nine days prior, leaving 
attendees little time to juggle their 
schedules and prepare. In addition to 
the citizens who attended the hearing 
to listen or comment, others had come 
to deliver formal testimony to the 
committee about the importance of fair 
districting submitting both written and 
oral testimony.  Cleveland’s hearing 
was the first of 10 public hearings 
held at locations throughout the state.

What is redistricting, and 
why is it so important?

 It can seem complicated at fi rst, but 
it is easy to understand. Redistricting 

means dividing the state into units of 
geography called districts. This is ac-
complished by deciding what are the 
district boundaries and then drawing 
those boundaries on the Ohio map. 
Drawing maps is a detailed process but 
it is secondary to the task of deciding 
exactly where the boundaries should 
lie. It is in the decision-making step that 
unfairness can occur – intentionally or 
unintentionally.  
 Each district has its own represen-
tative who is elected by voters in that 
district.  There are two types of districts: 
state districts and federal districts. Vot-
ers in state districts elect representatives 
to serve in the Ohio government. Voters 
in congressional districts elect a repre-
sentative called a congressman to serve 
in the house of representatives, part of 
the federal government. Regardless of
continued on page 10continued on page 10
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worker and that was our pathway out of 
poverty.
 “As mayor, I want to bring a sense of 
urgency to this issue. Because poverty is 
an issue that requires nuanced solutions. 
There is not one singular solution. We 
have to do everything in our power to 
better invest in public education. We 
have to tackle structural racism in our 
criminal justice system. And, we have 
to make sure all of our resources inside 
the city of Cleveland are focused on 
putting people and neighborhoods fi rst, 
bringing back many of our forgotten 
parts of our city which requires higher 
wages and creating good quality jobs. 
So, I’m looking forward to this discus-
sion because so much is at stake in this 
election, particularly as we do the hard 
work of uplifting people out of poverty.”

Ross DiBello
 Ross DiBello, a community activist 
and attorney, spoke next. “Thank you 
for this forum and this debate. This is 
the most important issue for me. For 
those of you that know me… 
 “When we hit number one in the 
nation in child poverty, that is when I 
fi rst started thinking about running, be-
cause how can we look ourselves in the 
mirror? Right? -- when you hit 50% of 
our kids living in poverty which is under 
$22,000 for a family of three? Then we 
hit 33% in overall poverty. Again, this 
is such a low amount of money. Right?
 “My argument is poverty is the lead-
ing root cause of crime and some of our 
other problems – our sicknesses.”
 “My other argument, my proposition, 
is that the way the City of Cleveland 
does business leads to this poverty -- our 
corporate handouts, fi ghting against the 
minimum wage, and the way we fund 
sports teams.
 “So, I want to recast the budget as a 
moral document. I have since done the 
research. Academics and economists 
have said that there is one statistically 
signifi cant relationship with corporate 
handouts, and that is an area’s poverty 
rate.
 “So, my platform is aimed at decreas-
ing the giving away of our tax dollars to 
very wealthy individuals. Right?
 “We want to negotiate on residents’ 
behalf. We don’t want to give away our 
money toward people who are just add-
ing it to their wealth. They are basically 
wealth hoarding.”
 “I don’t want to govern with re-elec-
tion in mind. Term limits, campaign 
fi nance reform – these are the things that 
will allow us to negotiate on behalf of 
residents and attack this rape.”

Basheer Jones
 Basheer Jones, a Ward 7 City Council 
representative, was up next. 

“Thank you so for the opportunity to 
be here. This topic of poverty is one 
that unfortunately I’ve been fl uent in. 
Growing up in the neighborhood I grew 
up in, me and my family experienced 
poverty in ways that many people can 
understand growing up in the homeless 
shelters here in Cleveland. 
 “You know the reason why I’m run-
ning for mayor is because it is time for 
a generational change, a generational 
shift in our city. The fact is we are at a 
crossroads. We truly are. And we can’t 
continue to make the same mistakes, 
over and over again, expecting different 
results.
 “As councilman in Ward 7, having 
the largest homeless population within 
my district, and some of the largest in 
the state of Ohio, we recognize that we 
can’t continue not paying attention to 
the least of us. If our city is going to be 
great, and be the greatest location in the 
nation, everyone must be included.”

Dennis Kucinich
 Dennis Kucinich, a former Con-
gressional Representative, Mayor of 
Cleveland, Ohio State Senator, Clerk 
of Municipal Court and Cleveland City 
Council Member, was next to offer his 
comments on the issue of poverty.
 “It is really interesting to look at 
American cities and to see how poverty 
has not changed that much over the 
years. It is just the places where it exists, 
it has become worse.
 “I’ll give you an example. The 1968 
Kerner Commission Report identifi ed 
what was going on with the social and 
economic conditions in America’s Af-
rican American communities in 1968.
 “Some of the conditions are objec-
tively worse right now. And Cleveland 
in particular has been hit hard because 
of national policies, of trade, of de-in-
dustrialization, of good paying jobs that 
have left this area.
 “And, as Mr. DiBello said, let’s face 
it, a lot of our resources ,that the city 
had, have been going to billionaires and 
multibillionaires instead of being dis-
tributed to the people of the community.
 “So, we have a lack of jobs, obvious-
ly. And, we have a lack of decent wages. 
There is no excuse for the fact that the 
city of Cleveland, and other cities, were 
cut off from being able to pursue an 
increase in the minimum wage. That 
really was immoral.
 “I want to say, as mayor, what I in-
tend to do, is this: I am certainly going 
to create a pilot project to hire people 
who are in that bracket of the 20% of 
households making less than $10,000 a 
year. We have got to get people back to 
work that are able to work. And there is 
plenty of work to be done in Cleveland 
in many different areas.

 “But in addition to that, Cleveland, 
and at least another 10 cities, needs 
extraordinary help because the level 
of poverty and crime is such that it is 
beyond the resources of the city in and 
of itself to be able to handle. So, I intend 
to use my connections and my life work 
in Washington D.C. to go to President 
Biden and to the Congress…”

Zack Reed
 Former City Council Representative 
Zack Reed was the next to weigh in 
with his opening remarks on the issue 
of poverty.
 “I look forward to this robust discus-
sion on a very, very, important issue. It 
is probably the second most important 
issue we are going to be talking about 
throughout the duration of this cam-
paign in the next 20 days.
 “You know crime is fi rst. Poverty is 
second. And, the lack of city services, 
in my opinion, is third.
 “We can continue to talk about the 
problem. We can continue to talk about 
the statistics. We all know the problem. 
We all know the statistics. We can all 
talk about our family background. I can 
tell how I was raised by a single mom 
and how she struggled to put food on 
the table and things like that.
 “But we are in a city where we have 
millions upon millions of dollars that 
continue to fl ow through this city and 
clearly are not utilizing that funding and 
those resources in those communities, 
and in those wards that need it the most. 
We are not investing. So as mayor of 
the City of Cleveland I’m going to 
solve this problem by investing in those 
communities.
 “We know what the problem is. And 
we clearly know what the solutions 
are. And we just are not attaching the 
solutions to the problem.
 “We know that if we reduce violence 
in the city of Cleveland – the poverty 
level goes down. We know that.
 “We know with being the fi fth most 
dangerous city in America, we become 
one of the poorest cities in America.
 “We know when individuals don’t 
make a good wage – like they are not 
making a good wage in the city of 
Cleveland -- the poverty level continues 
to go up.
 “Look at us. We were one of the 
cities that Congressman Louis Stokes 
and Congresswoman Mary Rose Oakar 
worked together to get the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram for. We were one of the fi rst cities 
to receive it. We have been receiving 
millions upon millions of dollars for 
years since the inception of the CDBG 
program, yet we’ve only become poorer 
and poorer.
 “So, we’ve got to start investing in 
these communities, investing in these 
wards, investing in people. And that is 
what I’m going to do as mayor of the 
City of Cleveland.”

Sandra Williams
 State Senator Sandra Williams was 
the next candidate to offer opening 
remarks.
 “Thank you for having this forum 
tonight, it is my honor to participate in 
it. My name is Sandra Williams. I’m 
the State Senator from the 21st District. 
Born and raised in the City of Cleve-
land. Graduated from the Cleveland 
Municipal School District.
 “You heard all the issues that we are 
facing in our city of Cleveland. And 
these issues have been here for a very 
long time.
 “No matter what I have delivered 
to the city of Cleveland, the issue of 
poverty still remains the same, which 
is why I am running for mayor of the 
city of Cleveland.
 “Listen, I have been in Columbus for 
a very long time fi ghting for education, 
fi ghting for affordable housing, fi ghting 
to end the benefi t cliff (benefi ts get cut 
off as wages rise), fi ghting to raise the 
living wage, fi ghting for so many things. 
And, even when these things have been 
delivered back to the city of Cleveland, 
they have not changed the lives of 
people of Cleveland in the way I think 
they should have been changed. I look 
forward to this conversation.”

Kevin Kelley
Dr. Terry Eckols represented Cleve-
land City Council President Kevin 
Kelley.
Dr. Terry Eckols related some of his 
background and his communication 
with Councilman Kelley on the subject 
of poverty.
 “Thank you again for inviting the 
Councilman here. He is working his 
hardest to get here. In the interim I just 
want to thank you guys for having this. 
My name is Dr. Terry Eckols. Currently 
I serve as a Commissioner for the Cleve-
land Police Commission (CPC) on the 
Consent Decree – so I’ve been working 
with the councilman.
 “I won’t begin to speak on his behalf 
on poverty, because our stories are very 
different. Like many of us have talked 
about, I grew up in the hardest hit area 
called E. 30th and Cedar in the old Cedar 
Housing project.
 “So, I understand fully what poverty 
is. When we talk about poverty, the 
Councilman doesn’t just want to talk 
about it as a talking point. We made 
these modest, modest efforts, but we 
know there are some deep-rooted chal-
lenges. 
 “What we do know is what in the 
city we call facts. That’s what we talk, 
we say facts. We know one out of four 
African Americans are in poverty; one 
out of six Hispanics are in poverty, but 
one out of thirteen white Americans live 
in poverty.
 “We understand there are some chal-
lenges we have to face there. I grew up 
to get a PhD in Education. We know 
that poverty and education are linked. 
And the Councilman had a background 
in Social Work, as did I. So that made 
it a fi t for us to be able to talk about: 
how do we tackle these problems from 
a lens of a social worker to begin to 
roll out those services? Again, I expect 
the councilman at some point. I look 
forward to the rest of the conversation 
with the candidates.”

Question to Candidates
Following the opening statements, 
the candidates were each given ninety 
seconds to respond to questions asked 
by the Master of Ceremonies Brian 
Mallory.
Question 1:  What do you believe 
is the #1 issue facing poor people 
in Cleveland? What is your plan to 
address that issue?
Dr. Terry Eckols speaking on 
behalf of Kevin Kelley: 
 “Speaking on behalf of the Council-
man, what I can attest is that the number 
one issue, number one without a doubt, 
is education. We talk about our city as 
overall having about an eleventh-grade 
education for the majority of our resi-
dents. We know that we have a lot of 
skilled jobs out there that require a high 
school diploma. But not everyone is 
geared to go to college. We understand 
that.
 “We can get stackable credentials. We 
can get State Tested Nursing Assistant’s 
(STNA’s), Commercial Driver’s Licens-
es (CDLs),  Information Technology 
(IT) and health care credentials. So, 
if we can understand that we can link 
education to poverty, we can pull people 
up out of poverty and give them a better 
standing. 
 “So, I think the councilman is going 
to work diligently to help connect folks 
with training opportunities. Because 
that is what it is – when people don’t 
have hope, they have despair. When 
they have despair, they don’t want to be 
involved in the process. When we bring 
people to the table, give them training 
opportunities; we got to lift them up out 
of poverty, get them off the rolls and get 
them into the workforce. So, I think that 
education is the key to lifting folks up 
out of poverty.

Justin Bibb:
 “I would say this, we have a sense of 
complacency in this community that has 
plagued Cleveland for far too long. As I 
said before, in my opening comments, 
poverty needs to be attacked through a 
multi-pronged approach.
 “For me, as mayor, I believe that it is 
going to be up to me to fi gure out how 
do we eradicate structural racism and 
systems that exasperate poverty.

 “I believe it starts with creating good 
economic inclusive development all 
across our city. Because when you have 
a job, you are less likely to commit a 
crime; you are more likely to have hope 
and dignity day in and day out.
 “And for far too long we have had a 
one size fi ts all approach to economic 
development. As mayor, I want to lead 
the charge to having a hyper-local 
approach around inclusive economic 
development that’s focused on giving 
residents the tools to buy back the 
block, and really build community 
wealth. It creates more investments in 
job hubs, more investments in building 
community land trusts, etc. And, also 
more investments in ensuring we have 
good quality education in every part of 
our community.

Ross DiBello
“The fi rst thing is reprioritizing budget-
ing. So, I answer the second part of that 
fi rst. We have this $511 million.  Are 
we going to make wealthy people more 
wealthy? Or are we going to lift-up 
the social safety net in very numerous 
ways?
 “To answer your question, what is the 
number one issue facing poor people? 
I think it is budgeting for survival. 
You know – choosing your necessities. 
Choosing -- which necessity you are 
going to forego. People are spending too 
much on housing – if they have housing 
--- homelessness is a huge problem.
 “Food deserts? But I think the an-
swer to the question – the number one 
issue facing poor people is, what are 
you going to sacrifi ce? You got to eat, 
right? You need a roof over your head. 
You need clothes. You need transporta-
tion. 25% of Clevelanders don’t have 
a vehicle. So, I think it is budgeting, 
sacrifi cing. 
 “And to answer your question, we 
are going to look at that $511 million. 
We want to lift-up that social safety 
net. Give people more shelters, more 
affordable housing, and fi nancing for 
those that need it.”

Basheer Jones
 “My friend Zack Reed said some-
thing I have to disagree with. I don’t 
believe safety is the number one issue 
in the City of Cleveland. Poverty is 
the number one issue in the City of 
Cleveland. We understand that crime 
is only the symptom of poverty. This is 
something, that is really important, that 
we have to deal with, as Mr. Bibb said: 
structural racism. It is a serious thing.
 “You know as me and my Mom and 
my siblings were dealing with living in a 
poverty situation, you know it is almost 
like you are drowning sometimes, man, 
and you really need help to get out of it.
 “Access to transportation is really 
important. Access to better day care 
is really important. Education – as the 
mayor, we really have to push organi-
zations, institutions like the colleges we 
have here. We have to make sure they 
are reaching into their backyard. Less 
than one percent of the people who 
attend these institutions are in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. So, education 
is really important.
 “What I have done in Ward 7—we 
promote ASPIRE, which is a GED 
program. Many of our people are 
getting their GEDs. We also promote 
MAGNET, which is a manufacturing 
program. Not everybody is going to go 
off to college, but we have to make sure 
everyone is ready for the 21st century in 
regard to jobs.”

Dennis Kucinich
 “What I want to say is this: Anytime 
I’m going through various neighbor-
hoods of Cleveland, groups will come 
up to me, and they’ll say, ‘Dennis, I 
want a job. Help me get a job.’ People 
want to work. And they want a decent 
wage for that work.
 “So, I think the fi rst thing we need to 
do is, the city needs to create at least a 
pilot project for those that are making 
$10,000 or less a year – the 20% of the 
people. In addition to that we need to 
show the pilot project can work and then 
go to the federal government and say, 
hey, we want to spread this across the 
city to at least the third of the city that 
is living at or under the poverty line.
continued on page 9continued on page 9
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Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ 
Cleveland Mayoral Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level 
pavilion: Mayoral candidate Kevin Kelley addresses the crowd while 
answering a question from the moderator.
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 “That is where you start, but you 
don’t end there. Utility rates are a form 
of a tax that hits those hardest that are 
least able to pay. This is why I want 
to reduce Cleveland Public Power’s 
(CPP’s) residential rates by 10%, all 
water rates by 10%, and the sewer rates 
by 10%.
 “Water and sewer are sitting on a 
pile of money that could easily go to 
reducing rates and making it a little 
more livable for poor people.
 “In addition to that, we have to start 
tracking very carefully the situation 
with rents and with evictions. There are 
some people who are not covered by 
the moratorium that are getting evicted 
right now, who are under tax liens, who 
are fi nding they are losing their homes. 
Those are some of the areas we need to 
work in.”

Zack Reed
“Well, fi rst-of-all, I’ll go along with 
my brother Basheer Jones. He wants to 
make poverty fi rst. I have no problem 
with making poverty fi rst as the biggest 
issue in the City of Cleveland. I have no 
problem with that. Safety can be second. 
I have no problem with that.
 “Before I go any further, I neglected 
to say that my good friend and one of 
the biggest supporters of people fi ghting 
poverty for generations has been Con-
gresswoman Mary Rose Oakar – and 
I see she is on the line (on the Zoom 
call) tonight. I just want to say, thank 
you for all the years you fought – Con-
gresswoman. I know you fought for a 
long time to eradicate this poverty, not 
only here in Cleveland, but across the 
nation. I just want to do a big shout-out 
to you. Thank you for your very long 
time of service here and in our nation.
 “If we want to say the #1 one issue 
facing poor people, facing rich people, 
people making middle wages - -it is 
crime. I mean, just think about it. The 
poorer you are, the more dangerous is 
the neighborhood you live in. You can’t 
seem to move out of that neighborhood 
into another neighborhood. So, when 
you talk about the biggest issue facing 
poor people, it is the same issue facing 
people across the city of Cleveland. I 
understand that we are the fi fth most 
dangerous city in America. That is why 
if you go to zackreed.com you will see 
I am the only candidate that has their 
safety plan in black and white.”

Sandra Williams
“For me, the biggest issue facing 

poor people in the city of Cleveland is 
a job that pays more than a living wage. 
If you make enough in your salary or 
you hourly wage you can provide for 
yourself and your family.
   “I have been fi ghting for these issues 
for a very long time in the state legisla-
ture. As the mayor of the City of Cleve-
land, what do I plan to do about people 
not having a living wage, or more than 
a living wage?
   “It would be number one to improve 
our educational system. As you know, 
I was the sponsor of the Cleveland Plan 
which changed the way we educate 
children in the City of Cleveland. The 
school systems have gotten better, but 
we still have a lot of work to do. Also, 
job training – I’ve brought hundreds of 
millions of dollars back to the City of 
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County for job 
training not only for young people, but 
for older residents as well, who want to 
fi nd themselves in a better position—a 
higher paying job.
   “We can do that by working with 
our state legislature as well as with 
the federal government to make sure 
resources are here.
   “Another thing I would like to do 
is to make sure we are providing the 
necessary resources to people who 
need additional educational training. 
Training before school, educational 
training during lunch periods, or even 
after school and on the weekends.”
Editor’s Note: The End Poverty Now Co-
alition Mayoral Forum consisted of three 
additional questions asked of the mayoral 
candidates as well as their closing statements.  
In closing Larry Bresler said the End Pov-
erty Now Coalition will be monitoring and 

pressuring whoever is elected mayor to address issues related to poverty.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ 
Cleveland Mayoral Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level 
pavilion: Mayoral candidate Zach Reed explains his position on a topic 
presented by members of the Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Tuesday, July 27, 2021; The Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ 
Cleveland Mayoral Candidates’ Forum, Edgewater Park upper-level 
pavilion: Mayoral candidate Dennis Kucinich responds to a question 
from the Council of Cleveland Neighborhoods.
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tors annually, and about 10,000 people 
on Saturday.
 Thomas McNair, Ohio City, Inc. 
director, says the market is an authentic 
place that represents the long-storied 
culture of Cleveland, and, despite chal-
lenges, has a promising future. 
 “As Cleveland as a region has kind 
of spread out, the city of Cleveland has 
lost 60 percent of its population, and 
even Ohio City residents went down 
from 38,000 to around 10,000,” McNair 
said. “That has taken people, from who 
might have used to shop at the West Side 
Market on a consistent basis to maybe 

people who even consider themselves 
loyal shoppers, only coming once a 
month.”
 The decline in business may soon 
change with a new residential building 
developed by Harbor Bay Real Estate 
being built directly across the street 
from the market. This will replace 
what was once a strip mall built in the 
1980s, a product from an earlier effort 
at reconstruction for the area.
 The strip mall replaced a collection 
of historical buildings, and it became 
apparent that the strip mall was out of 
place in this location. This new building 
will open a new chapter for this corner 

and will recenter the neighborhood.
 The $175 million construction project 
will be called Intro and will introduce 
around 300 units of housing directly 
across from the market, with retail on 
the fi rst fl oor. This building also is being 
constructed completely using a timber 
frame and will be the tallest timber 
frame building in the country.
 The building should benefit the 
market as its elevated outdoor space 
opens up to view the market rather than 
overshadowing the historic building. 
According to Ward 3 City Councilman 
Kerry McKormack, developers of the 
building are working directly with the 
tenants of the market.
 Joyce Toney, owner of Toney’s Balo-
ney and M&M Meats, has been in the 
market for 24 years and is excited for 
this change.
 “I am excited to see the new things,” 
she said. “It was time for that plaza to 
go away and we needed this to better 
the neighborhood.”
 In addition to the 300 units at the 
Intro, more potential market customers 
will live just a couple blocks down the 
street at an apartment building slated 
for the west end of the Hope Memorial 
Bridge.  Called Waterford Bluffs, the 
fi ve-story building will add about 200 
additional housing units. And developer 
MRN Ltd. announced this past March 
the revival of a plan to develop the 
Voss Industries buildings along West 
25th Street as apartments, offi ces, and 
retail space.  Voss sold the property for 
about $4.8 million, providing a 240,000 
square foot complex for development. 
The oldest buildings date to the 19th

century, and the eastern half of the block 
sits in a local landmark district, making 
it eligible for state historic tax credits.  
A few blocks north along W. 25th Street 

in Hingetown, more potential fans of 
the market should emerge from the new 
developments there.
 Of course, Ohio City has a long but 
also recent history as a center of brew-
eries. As immigration increased in the 
area during the mid-1800s, German im-
migrants introduced a new style of beer 
that became popular within Cleveland.
 One of the fi rst breweries in the area, 
Gehring Brewery, was introduced on 
West 25th Street by German immigrant 
Carl Gehring. The commercial wide-
scale brewing industry caused smaller 
brewing companies to go out of business 
but when craft brewing emerged, Ohio’s 
first craft brewer—the Great Lakes 
Brewing Co.--opened up across from 
the market in 1988.  The brewpub build-
ing itself once was home to the Market 
Street Exchange, a popular restaurant 
as Ohio City began attracting residents 
back to the city. 
 Next door to the market is another 
popular Ohio City brewer, Market Gar-
den Brewery and Distillery, and further 
west along Lorain are Hansa Brewery 
and Platform Brewery. And several oth-
ers appear north in the Hingetown area.  
Indeed, Ohio City has become the center 
of craft brewing in Cleveland today. 
 Market Garden was opened in 2011 
by co-founders Mark Priemer and Sam 
McNulty.  McNulty has a background 
in city planning and saw adding restau-
rants and breweries to the Ohio City 
neighborhood as a way to revitalize the 
area.
 He founded three additional business-
es alongside Market Garden in Ohio 
City, including Bier Market, Bar Cento, 
and Nano Brew. Unfortunately, due to 
the pandemic he had to temporarily shut 
down his operations last year alongside 
many others in the neighborhood and 

reopened business in March, welcoming 
a surge in business activity.
 “Our biggest challenge and the reason 
we’re still only open fi ve days a week 
is that we can’t fi nd people who want 
to work,” McNulty said.
 Despite this challenge they are wel-
coming guests to their businesses and 
will be having an event in Ohio City 
soon to celebrate their ten-year anni-
versary with the inaugural week-long 
Market Garden Brewery Cleveland 
pierogi week.  They are also offering 
those with proof of the Covid vaccine a 
ten-cent beer called “beer and the shot” 
to celebrate moving forward from the 
pandemic.
 “The “market garden beer & the 
shot” campaign is nearly 10,000 people 
strong and counting,” McNulty said. 
“We have received local, national, and 
international press coverage for it.”
 On the fourth corner of this intersec-
tion lies another historical building that 
was opened in 1925, the United Bank 
Building.  This building emerged in 
Cleveland when the banking industry 
was booming throughout the country 
and was meant to complement the 
growth happening within the city at the 
time.
 Today this building is representative 
of this prosperous era for the intersec-
tion and was one of the last classical 
bank buildings built in the city designed 
by renowned Cleveland architectural 
fi rm Walker and Weeks.
 The building was home to Crop Bis-
tro until they closed last January due to 
struggles brought about by the pandem-
ic.  Under new ownership there are plans 
to refurbish the space while preserving 
the building’s historical nature and turn 
it into a “modern supper club,” accord-
ing to the new owner, Morgan Yagi.
 The rich history of this intersection 
has become intertwined with the new 
developments and business in the Ohio 
City neighborhood.  According to Mc-
Nair, the one thing that differentiates 
this area compared to other areas, in not 
only the city of Cleveland but also the 
country, is the passion that its residents 
and business owners have for it.
 McNair began his career in archi-
tecture and traveled across the country 
working in a variety of different cities.  
He eventually settled down in Ohio 
City to help develop the neighborhood 
through Ohio City, Inc.
 “I have never been anywhere where 
people care about the place in which 
they live as much as people in Ohio 
City do,” he said.  “It is an incredibly 
passionate and engaged community.”
 Filled with historical landmarks, 
unique restaurants and storefronts, and 
people who admire where they live 
and work, West 25th Street and Lorain 
Avenue is truly the heart of the Ohio 
City neighborhood.
 And the hustle and bustle at the cor-
ner of W. 25th and Lorain Avenue is sure 
to continue.
Editor’s Note: Sheila Kiss wrote this 
article for the Plain Press as part of 
a class assignment in Professor Leo 
Jeffres’ Communications class at Cleve-
land State University.

WEST SIDE MARKET AREAWEST SIDE MARKET AREA
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         PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Thursday, August 12, 2021; Capitol Theatre Reopening with showing 
of Wizard of Oz (1939). Those attending the reopening of the Capitol 
Theatre were invited to come in movie themed costumes. George and 
Susie Schmitmeyer came dressed as the Tin Man and Dorothy.

the type of district, state or federal, the 
elected representative is responsible to 
the people who live in her/his district.   
 Ohio currently has 16 federal con-
gressional districts. Ohio, like all states, 
elects two and only two senators to the 
United States Senate as required by 
the U.S. constitution. States with very 
small populations have two senators as 
do very large states. Since each senator 
is elected by voters in the entire state, 
there is no need to divide the state into 
federal senate districts.  
 The situation is a little different when 
it comes to state districts. Ohio has two 
types of state districts: Ohio senate
districts and Ohio house districts. The 
Ohio constitution says that the state 
must have 33 state senate districts and 
99 state house districts.  
 So, at redistricting time, maps for 
three types of districts must be drawn: 
Ohio house districts, Ohio senate dis-

tricts, and United States Congressional 
districts.
Why do we need redistricting? 

 Where the redistricting of congres-
sional districts is concerned, Article 
1, Section 2 of the U.S. constitution 
requires that every 10 years the fed-
eral government conduct a census – a 
count – of everyone living in the United 
States. The same article also states 
that “Representatives and direct Taxes 
shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within 
this Union, according to their respective 
Numbers….”  
 A census is a massive undertaking. 
Once the census is complete, the pop-
ulation of each state becomes known. 
The federal government must use these 
state population counts to determine the 
number of seats each state should have 
in the U.S. house of representatives. As-
signing house seats to states based upon 
population is called “apportionment.”

The number of house seats is fi xed at 
435 and the population of each district 

must be the same as that of the other 
districts. This means that states with 
larger populations are apportioned 
more seats while states with smaller 
populations are apportioned less. Each 
congressional district elects one con-
gressman to occupy a seat. The more 
seats apportioned to a state, the more 
power that state has in the house. Since 
decisions are made in the house by 
voting, the more seats a state occupies, 
the more votes it has.
 America’s most recent census was 
in 2020.  During the 10 years between 
the 2010 and the 2020 censuses, most 
states gained population while West Virgin-
ia, Mississippi, and Illinois lost population.
Some states like Ohio gained population 
but compared with rapidly growing states 
like Texas and Florida we did not gain as 
much. What is important a state’s population 
relative to that of other states. Based upon 
the 2010 census, Ohio was apportioned 16 
congressional seats but based upon the 2020 
census Ohio will lose one seat and drop down 
to only 15. Ohio will begin using these 15 
newly drawn congressional districts for the 
2022 election cycle.

REDISTRICTINGREDISTRICTING
continued from page 7continued from page 7
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website: www.freeevictionhelp.org or 
by calling 211. She says United Way, 
as part of its commitment to market 
the program, works with Cleveland 
Housing Court to insert a notice about 
assistance programs with each eviction 
notice.
 One of the programs available to 
tenants facing eviction is the City of 
Cleveland Right to Counsel program 
run by Cleveland Legal Aid. Melanie 
Shakarian, an attorney at Cleveland 
Legal Aid Society, says that prior to the 
Right to Counsel program less than 1% 
of the 9,000 households facing eviction, 
in the year before the program started, 
had access to council. Now, she says 
25 – 30% of Cleveland tenants facing 
eviction have access to legal counsel. 
Shakarian urges tenants to call Legal 
Aid when they are worried about an 
eviction, even before an eviction pro-
cess has started. She says there is a 
lot Legal Aid attorneys can do to help, 
especially with all the rental assistance 
money now available.
 Shakarian says, currently the Right 
to Counsel program is only available 
to households with income at 100% 
of the poverty level or less who have 
children in the home. Sharkarian would 
like to see eligibility expanded to all 
households at 200 percent of poverty 
or less – including senior citizens and 
households without children.
 Currently, the cost of the Right to 
Counsel Program in the City of Cleve-
land is $2 million per year. $300,000 of 
that amount is contributed by the City of 
Cleveland through the Community De-
velopment Block Grant funding with the 
remaining of the funding coming from 
philanthropic sources. To fully fund 
the program to include all households 
at 200% of poverty or less, Shakarian 
estimates it would cost $4 million per 
year. She would like to see the City of 
Cleveland fully fund the program with 
public dollars as a long term right for 
all Cleveland households with incomes 
at 200% of poverty or below regardless 
of household composition. 
 Shakarian says when a Legal Aid 
attorney provides help to a tenant, they 
are successful more than 90% of the 
time. Shakarian says evaluation of the 
Right to Counsel program shows its 
success in helping with housing stabil-
ity (allowing families to stay in their 
home), increasing healthy conditions 
in housing (which sometimes involves 
a family moving out of an unhealthy 
house to a house that is in better condi-
tion), documenting the status of housing 
stock, making sure tenants get security 
deposits back- (crucial in getting new 
housing), providing tenants with rental 
assistance, removing evictions from 
tenants’ records (a huge barrier to fu-
ture housing), and holding landlords 
accountable. 
 Wisneski says Cleveland Housing 
Court sends United Way a weekly list 
of those households facing eviction. She 
says each week there are roughly 125 
to 170 households on the list. Wisneski 
says United Way sends a letter to each 
household on the eviction list describing 
the Right to Counsel Program. Cleve-
land Housing Court also includes in 
each eviction notice contact information 
about eviction prevention help available 
that is printed in both English and Span-
ish, said Wisneski.
 Citing data collected by United Way 
while monitoring the program, Wis-
neski says two of the three zip codes 
in the City of Cleveland currently 
with the highest eviction rates are zip 
codes 44102 and 44109. (Both are in 
the Plain Press service area.) The zip 
code in Cleveland with the third highest 
eviction rate is 44105.  From June 30, 
2020 to July 1 of 2021 there were 954 
evictions fi led in zip code 44102 and 
732 evictions fi led in zip code 44109. 
The largest percentage of residents 
represented by legal counsel are also 
in those zip codes, which Wisneski says 
is evidence that the Right to Counsel 
program is reaching people in need.
 Current eviction data is different 
from pre-COVID eviction data. Citing 

pre-COVID statistics from 2019, Sha-
karian said 90% of households facing 
eviction in the City of Cleveland were 
black female headed households with 
a child or children. Shakarian says 
Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Au-
thority (CMHA) has not been fi ling any 
eviction notices because of COVID-19 
for its subsidized properties. Shakarian 
said prior to the onset of the pandemic, 
the majority of clients facing eviction 
were from CMHA subsidized house-
holds. Wisneski says that applications 
for rental assistance have also helped to 
prevent many evictions from being fi led 
in some low-income neighborhoods of 
Cleveland.
 One of the facets of the Right to 
Counsel program is a referral to resourc-
es that will help tenants pay their rent. In 
addition to rental assistance to families 
with children living below the poverty 
line, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act (CARES Act) 
provides funds for rental assistance to 
tenants who cannot pay their rent due to 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on their lives. 
 The Rental Assistance Program of 
CHN Housing Partners assists tenants 
with applications for federal rent relief 
dollars from the American Rescue Act. 
Laurie Leverette, Senior Manager of 
the Rental Assistance Program of CHN 
Housing Partners, says CHN Housing 
Partners prioritizes rental assistance 
applications for households that have 
demonstrated they have a court or set-
out date scheduled. Leverette said that 
CHN Housing Partners also recently 
started to notify landlords when tenants 
submit an application for rent relief, 
with the hope that this will induce 
landlords not to evict the tenants. “If we 
can get landlords to understand that their 
tenants have applied and help is on the 
way, it can likely reduce the incidences 
of landlords fi ling or sometimes have 
the landlord drop the fi ling,” Leverette 
said.
 Shakarian said she recently received 
a call from a small landlord thanking 
Legal Aid for its involvement in an 
eviction case she had fi led. Her tenant, 
a single father with a child, was six 
months behind in his rent. The landlord 
said that Legal Aid’s involvement in 
the eviction case resulted in the tenant 
successfully applying for and receiving 
federal rental assistance. The landlord 
said that not only was the back rent 
paid quickly, but also several months of 
rent were paid in advance. The landlord 
thanked Legal Aid for its involvement in 
helping her to collect rent and pay her 
property taxes on the long-time family 
home she inherited and was renting out.
 Leverette says data collected by CHN 
Housing Partners on those that have 
applied for rental assistance, supports 
the call for expansion of the Right to 
Counsel program to include families 
without children. Leverette says of the 
28,000 households that have applied 
for rental assistance since the Ameri-
can Rescue Act rent relief began, over 
12,000 of them are households with no 
school age children.
 “From our perspective at Legal Aid 
we are really worried about vulnerable 
elders who don’t have children in the 
home and making sure they have this 
right,” said Shakarian.
 Shakarian says Legal Aid is plan-
ning for when the eviction moratorium 
comes to an end and when there is less 
rental assistance available. These plans 
include talks with area municipal courts 
related to creating an eviction diversion 
program. Some ideas include providing 
mediation services and rental assistance 
prior to an eviction being fi led to divert 
cases that are solvable outside of the 
formal court process. 
 Wisneski says that both Right to 
Counsel and Rental Assistance have 
been important tools in helping to 
weather Cleveland’s eviction crises. She 
would like to see both Right to Counsel 
and Rental Assistance continued to be 
paired together to provide assistance 
to Cleveland tenants and create stable 
housing for communities.
 In advocating for the expansion of 

the Right to Counsel program, Sha-
karian noted the long-term benefi ts of 
Cleveland residents having the right 
to counsel when faced with a case in 
Cleveland Housing Court. “This is 
about democratic engagement, which 
directly ensures we have rule of law in 
our democracy,” she said.
 Speaking to members of the Neigh-
borhood and Community Media Asso-
ciation of Greater Cleveland, Sharakian 
said “All of you are doing what you do 
to empower and engage the community 
through your writing. For us (Legal Aid) 
it is the legal system. If people feel shut 
out by this third branch of government 
(the Court System), it is disempowering. 
And this is about ensuring democratic 
engagement long term – we really 
believe that. This ripple effect of our 
representation, the rental assistance 
CHN Housing Partners provides, and 
the empowerment United Way provides, 
means somebody stays in their home; 
they are more likely then, to have their 
kids stay in the same school; they are 
more likely to plant fl owers in their yard 
and vote in the next election. And, this is 
why this work creates such a powerful 
ripple effect on our community. We in 
Cleveland are at this very important 
crossroads, making decisions on how 
we are going to spend this American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. We 
firmly believe housing is of utmost 
importance.”
 “This is an effective program already 
and we need to scale it up” Sharakian 
said. “This is the time to think about 
how to scale it up. United Way, CHN 
Housing Partners and Legal Aid work-
ing together have created a model that 
others in the country are looking to. As 
this right was created, it is a limited right 
-- 100% of poverty and below with kids 
in the home. There are other vulnerable 
people that are right now ignored. Legal 
Aid is still trying to help as many as 
possible with other funds and work 
that we are doing. But the right is not 
expansive, it doesn’t cover everyone. 
Now is the time to look at where we 
are seeing success in housing stability. 
Right now, the impact we are having for 
those whom Right to Counsel touches, 
it’s impressive.”
  Wisneski says, “People are calling from 
all over the country wanting to talk about 
the public private partnership. Because 
government is not investing in this whole line 
item of Right to Counsel, it is taking Legal 
Aids and United Ways around the country to 
implement this. And I really think we reach 
more people and more effectively with our 
partnership. And with CHN Housing Partners 
providing rental assistance, it is an effective 
model. If only we can scale it up and bring 
in more people, people like seniors, working 
age adults, transition youths, people who are 
left out of this, it would be incredible for 
Cleveland and our communities.”
 Both Shakarian and Wisneski urged 

Clevelanders to tell their political leaders of 
the importance of providing federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act dollars or other City of 
Cleveland funds to address these programs 
that help provide housing stability to families 
by preventing evictions.
Editor’s Note: Information about free evic-
tion help in Cleveland is available online 
at www.freeevictionhelp.org or by referral 
from United Way by calling 211. Other 
important phone numbers are: Free Eviction 

Help at 216-861-5835; Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland Traditional Intake Line at 216-
861-5835; and CHN Housing Partners at 
216-672-3553.
 This article resulted from a press confer-
ence via zoom organized by the Neighbor-
hood and Community Media Association 
(NCMA) of Greater Cleveland. The Plain 
Press is a member of NCMA and partici-
pated in the press conference.

ADVOCATES FOR FREE EVICTION HELPADVOCATES FOR FREE EVICTION HELP
continued from page 3continued from page 3

    PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Thursday, August 12, 2021; Capitol Theatre reopening with showing 
of Wizard of Oz, W. 65th and Detroit Avenue: Maryann Coyne stands 
on the Yellow Brick Road leading to the Capitol Theatre reopening 
featuring the Wizard of Oz.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

SEEKING  RENTAL
I MUST KEEP MY SECTION 
8 .  C A N ’ T  A F F O R D  D O U -
BLED RENT PRICES .  S top
stereotyping people on this. I am a 
decent working tenant. They help
with my rent. I pay a portion. Please 
help. I need someone to accept
my voucher. 216-312-9746.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.
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SUPPORT 
SERVICES/

SCHOLARSHIPS

FREE college and trade school tuition 
scholarships for four-year CMSD grads! 
Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

TODAY FOR
THE

ENROLL
2021-22 School Year!

ChooseCMSD.org

Visit ClevelandMetroSchools.org to learn 
about ways we are keeping our students 
and staff safe in the classroom… and more.

Call 216.838.3675 to speak 
with an enrollment specialist.

Safe. Strong. Better Together!


