
FREE
Non Profi t Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO

PERMIT 1354

Cleveland’s Near Westside NewspaperCleveland’s Near Westside Newspaper

PPlain Presslain Press
Vol. 48,  No. 10    October  2021

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, September 18, 2021; Max Hayes Car Show, Max 
Hayes High School, 2211 W. 65th Street: A 1937 Ford Coupe 
owned by Stanley Zerucha.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, September 11, 2021; Light Up the Park, 3397 W. 67th (at Storer Av-
enue) (L-R) Ilena Salaz and Ivany Salaz dip their wands in a bucket of soapy 
water in an effort to create bubbles.

               PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, September 18, 2021; Celebration of Hispanic Heritage, Julia de 
Burgos Cultural Arts Center, 2800 Archwood Avenue: This artwork, by artist 
Alicia Vasquez is named Water, Life and Earth, in honor of a poem by the same 
name by Puerto Rican poet and activist Julia de Burgos. Vasquez says she uses 
real life LatinX models for her work.

         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, September 18, 2021; Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2031 W. 30th Street: Patty Medford tries out the 
new wheelchair ramp at Trinity Community Center. Volunteers, led by Rick Huston of St. Mark Lutheran Church in 
Chesterland, Ohio, built the ramp.  St. Mark’s has partnered with Trinity for twenty years helping with the commu-
nity meal and donations of clothing.  David Onysko of Trinity Church says the church hosts a community meal and 
clothing distribution once a month, usually on the third Saturday of the month. Onysko says the meal will be held 
inside the Community Center when the weather is colder. The Community Center will also function as a warming 
center in the winter, he said. Onysko noted that thanks to Huston and volunteers from both churches, the center will 
now be accessible to those in wheelchairs.

Justin Bibb vows to modernize City Hall
by Bruce Checefsky
 For Cleveland mayoral candidate 
Justin Bibb, leadership is all about 
relationships. The 34-year-old son of 
a social worker and fi rst responder 

advanced from the primary to the 
general election November 2 along 
with City Council president Kevin 
Kelley in the fi rst mayoral election 
without an incumbent on the ballot in 

Cleveland since 2001.
 The Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections reported only 15 percent of  
Cleveland’s 247,742 eligible voters 
cast their ballots in the Cleveland 
primary. Bibb received 27 percent of 
the total votes cast with his strongest 
support coming from Downtown and 
on the Near West Side (Ward 3 and 
Ward 15), while also getting votes 
from Shaker Square and West Park. 
Kelley received 19 percent of the votes 
winning his home base of Ward 13 
and Ward 17 along with a moderate 
showing in Collinwood, St Clair-
Superior, Glenville, Euclid Park and 
Nottingham Village (Ward 8 and Ward 
10).
 Bibb, originally from the Mt. 
Pleasant neighborhood, placed 
second behind Zack Reed in much 
of southeast Cleveland including the 
neighborhoods of Mt. Pleasant, Lee-
Harvard, Lee-Seville, Union-Miles, 
and Mill Creek Falls. 
 Dennis Kucinich, who was elected 
as the country’s youngest mayor in 
1977, placed third behind Bibb and 
Kelley with 17 percent of the total 
votes. The remaining votes were split 

continued on page 9continued on page 9

Residents want more notice, better access to 
information on local government meetings
by Doug Breehl-Pitorak 
and Rachel Dissell
 In June, Cleveland City Council 
passed a law that allowed it — and other 
city boards and committees — to meet 
virtually or in person with 12 hours’ 
notice for members of the public who 

might want to tune in or attend. 
 Council passed the ordinance the 
same day it was introduced, though 
some council members, including 
Jenny Spencer, voiced concerns about 
whether a half day was enough notice 
to tell residents about when a meeting 

or hearing was scheduled, how it would 
be conducted and what items would be 
discussed. 
 “I wasn’t aware that we were able to 
provide that brief of a notice,” Spencer, 

continued on page 4continued on page 4

Council members balk at $20M ‘blank 
check’ for citywide broadband pilot
by Lee Chilcote
 A proposal to allocate $20 million to 
help bridge the digital divide in Cleve-
land by creating citywide broadband 
met with some opposition at Monday’s 
city council meeting, with some mem-
bers asking why there wasn’t more 
community involvement or a concrete 
plan in place. 
 After the legislation was approved 
during a joint fi nance and development, 
planning, and sustainability committee 
meeting, Ward 3 council member Kerry 
McCormack and Ward 16 council mem-
ber Brian Kazy voted against it. 
 “I view the digital divide as a top 
issue for the city,” said McCormack. 
“However, this legislation was intro-
duced August 18 and passed out of one 
committee hearing. It seemed like a 
blank check. It was rushed, there was 
very little conversation about it, and it 
was 20 million dollars.”
 McCormack and other council mem-
bers have been complaining for months 
about the lack of public input into how 
Cleveland will spend $511 million in 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding. Council members have met 
to discuss their priorities, but no com-
munity meetings have been organized 
by the city or the council. The city has 

collected input through an online and 
paper survey. 
 McCormack compared the city’s 
lack of comprehensive planning around 
ARPA with the Lead Safe Cleveland 
effort, which involved dozens of groups 
and hundreds of citizens coming to-
gether over the course of two years to 
craft a plan to eliminate childhood lead 
poisoning. A similar process is needed 
when it comes to citywide broadband, 
he said. 
 Instead, McCormack said, council 
members are being asked to vote on 
piecemeal funding requests without 
having a larger plan in place. In addition 
to the recommended $20 million for 
citywide broadband, city council on 
Tuesday voted to approve $5 million 
to support expansion of the Cleveland 
Food Bank. McCormack supports both 
priorities, but he wants to see how the 
funding fi ts into a broader plan. 
 “We should have a holistic, com-
prehensive conversation around our 
strategic vision for the ARPA funds,” 
said McCormack, who is also vying to 
become city council president. “This 
$511 million is almost as much as the 
city’s general fund, and we’ve only 
spent a few weeks debating it.” 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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BREAKOUT SESSION (OR FROGORSE)  OCT 28 – NOV 13
Written by Nikkole Salter. Directed by Beth Wood.
Inspired by Cleveland’s Consent Decree with the U.S. Department 
of Justice, a corporate training company is vying for a city contract 
for de-escalation and anti-bias training with Cleveland’s Police 
Department. 

10 MINUTES TO MIDNIGHT: 9 QUIRKY PLAYS FOR THE HOLIDAYS  
DEC 2 – 18
Directed by Caitlin Lewins. Short plays by local & national artists.
This holiday season, CPT shares humor, heart, and a party-like 
celebration, wrapped in a montage of short holiday (or non-holiday) 
plays.

MASRAH CLEVELAND AL-ARABI مرسح كليفالند العريب  
WINTER 2022
Created by the ensemble members of Masrah Cleveland Al-Arabi 
with Raymond Bobgan & Faye Hargate. Directed by Raymond 
Bobgan.

This bilingual, original production emerges from the personal 
stories, cultural narratives, and life experiences of the ensemble.

PANTHER WOMEN: AN ARMY FOR THE LIBERATION  FEB 4 – 26
Written & Directed by India Nicole Burton.
Follows three prominent women who were members of the Black 
Panther Party and Black Liberation Movement, and explores the 
lives and unique experiences of Black women in America.

TEATRO PÚBLICO DE CLEVELAND (TPC) SPRING PRODUCTION 

SPRING 2022

TPC’s spring show, selected by the company, seeks to connect 
with a broad audience through a powerful experience of cross-
cultural work.

HOW THE BABY DIED  MAR 18 – APR 9

Written by Tori Keenan-Zelt. Directed by Beth Wood. 
A darkly visceral, absurdly comic play about parenting, 
pregnancy, abortion, and women’s physical self-agency. 

THE ABSOLUTELY AMAZING AND TRUE ADVENTURES OF 
MS. JOAN EVELYN SOUTHGATE  APR 22 – MAY 14

Written & Performed by Nina Domingue, 2019 Nord Family 
Foundation Playwright Fellow. Directed by Nathan Henry.
A chronicle of Joan’s life through her 519-mile walk from Ohio 
to Canada.

CANDLELIGHT HYPOTHESIS  SPRING 2022

Text by Raymond Bobgan, Candlelight Hypothesis jointly 
created by Raymond & Cleveland CORE Ensemble. Directed 
by Raymond Bobgan.
A bold, multi-layered, and highly physical performance 
created through an ever-evolving ensemble process.

STATION HOPE  MAY 28, 2022

A jubilant community event at a historic Underground Railroad 
site celebrating Cleveland’s social justice history through 
powerful art and performance.

2021/2022 SEASON: 

EVOLVE

For the full listing of CPT’s 2021/2022 Season, 
visit www.cptonline.org.

6415 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44102 | 216.631.2727

                  PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, September 5, 2021, Kamal’s Garden, 4301 Clark Avenue: Haneen 
Abbas, a refugee from Iraq, volunteers through US Together’s Connect 
with Cleveland offi ce, in a “Painting Our Neighborhood” project. She paints 
creative images on tires stacked around the garden. Both Haneen Abbas and 
her father, Abbas Alhilali, (see related photo on page 8) are also actors in the 
Masrah Cleveland Al-Arabi theatre ensemble at Cleveland Public Theatre.

Facing Eviction? Legal Aid Can Help!
by Tonya Sams
 On August 26, the Supreme Court’s 
decision not to extend the federal evic-
tion moratorium has left many tenants 
who lost income due to the COVID-19 
pandemic fearful of losing their housing. 
Northeast Ohioans at risk of eviction can 
get help through the new Free Eviction 
Help program, a collaboration between 
The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
and United Way’s 2-1-1 service. Free 
Eviction Help provides free legal rep-
resentation to tenants facing eviction.
 The program has already helped 
many people in our region stay in their 
current housing or fi nd new living ac-
commodations. Another benefi t is that 
children can remain in school without 

worrying about disruptions caused by 
displacement and homelessness.  
 People who contact Free Eviction 
Help may also qualify for Cleveland’s 
Right to Counsel (RTC) program, which 
applies to households with at least one 
child and incomes at or below the fed-
eral poverty guideline. Through RTC, 
eligible tenants now have the explicit 
legal right to free legal representation 
in their eviction cases.  
 Hazel G. Remesch, Legal Aid’s 
Managing Attorney in the housing law 
practice group, has been able to help 
many clients from being evicted.
 “There is a lot of trauma that comes 
with facing eviction,” said Hazel. “The 
uncertainty causes stress. We help 

our clients by putting dignity into the 
process. They know that they have an 
advocate by their side, helping them 
make informed decisions. We are able 
to give them a softer landing than they 
would have without an attorney.”
 Hazel refl ected on a recent eviction 
case, saying, “The client had a history 
of acute seizures, was a rape survivor, 
and suffered from PTSD. She was 
not able to pay her rent for a year, but 
because of her (Legal Aid) attorney, 
she was able to get rent assistance and 
stay in her unit. She ended up getting 
approved for $12,000 in rent assistance, 
which covered three months of future 
rent.” 
 Resources are also available through 
United Way’s 211 and also the Cleve-
land Housing Network (CHN) Housing 
Partners Family Stability Initiative. 
CHN provides assistance with eviction 
cases, helps homeowners avoid foreclo-
sure, and assists with paying utilities. 
 To fi nd out if you qualify for help, 
contact Legal Aid at 216-861-5835 or 
apply via 2-1-1 chat box/phone number. 
You can also learn more about your 
rights and apply for help online at www.
FreeEvictionHelp.org
Editor’s Note: The author of this arti-
cle, Tonya Sams, is a Development and 
Communications Assistant at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland

ARTS
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ARTS 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER, 2937 
W. 25th Street, Wednesday – Friday, 2 p.m. 
– 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
cma.org.
TRANSFORMER STATION, 1460 W. 
29th Street, Wednesday-Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Free. For more information visit: www.
transformerstation.org.
CLEVELAND SERVICES
CITY OF CLEVELAND OPT-IN RECY-
CLING PROGRAM: Cleveland residents 
can now opt in to the new bi-weekly curbside 
recycling program. Residents interested in 
joining the program must sign up by October 
22 by calling 216-664-3030, or by visiting: 
https://bit.ly/2TrEXfu. For more information 
visit: http://www.clevelandohio.gov/waste.
SUPPORT/HELP: The City of Cleveland 

Neighborhood Resource and Recreation 
Centers have a Social Support Service 
Specialist that can help connect individu-
als, adults, and senior citizens with various 
community services. The specialists can 
help to connect and refer individuals to 
medical/hospital related services, long-term 
counseling, and public assistance. They can 
advocate on behalf of your family for pub-
lic entitlements such as veteran’s benefi ts, 
social security, Medicare/Medicaid, food 
stamps, housing assistance, Head Start, and 
student loans. The Social Support Service 
Specialists also offer support and guidance 
to youth experiencing stigmatization, scape-
goating, labeling, bullying, substance abuse 
and unhealthy relationships. Social Support 
Service Specialist Joy Hall (216)-857-7629 
is assigned to both the Estabrook and Cudell 
Recreation Centers; Social Support Service 
Specialist Krisnia Hope (216)- 857-3238 is 
assigned to the Gunning, Clark and Michael 
Zone Recreation Centers.

COVID-19
COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC at 
Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital location, 
Ted and Jean Castele Learning Center, 2709 
Franklin Blvd. Every Tuesday, 7:30 a.m. 
-3:30 p.m. for individuals ages 12 and up. 
(those under age 18 must be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian or provide written con-
sent from their parent or guardian in order 
to receive the vaccine.) Parking on W. 28th

North of the Hospital on Franklin Boulevard 
– enter through the Fulton Tower and follow 
the signs. To register call 216-448-4117. 
Registration line open Tuesday-Friday 9 

a.m.-4 p.m. Walk-in available. No appoint-
ment needed. For more info visit: www.
clevelandclinic.org/vaccineappointment.
COVID 19 VACINATION: Case Western 
Reserve University is partnering with the 
City of Cleveland to provide vaccinations to 
eligible Cleveland residents. To schedule a 
vaccine, call 216-368-1964 between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday – Friday or visit www.
case.edu/vaccine.
COVID-19 VACCINES: To fi nd a vaccine 
provider using the State of Ohio’s resources 
visit: gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov. You 
may also call the City of Cleveland for assis-
tance with scheduling a vaccine appointment 
at 216-664-2222.

ENVIRONMENT
LEAD SAFE CLEVELAND: The Lead 
Safe Resource Center can help you to learn 
more about protecting your children from 
lead hazards. For more information visit 
www.LeadSafeCLE.org or call 833-601-
5323.
CLIMATE CHANGE:  WHAT IS 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY DOING ABOUT 
IT? For more information about Cuyahoga 
County’s programs visit the Cuyahoga 
County Sustainability Website at: https:sus-
tainability.cuyahogacounty.us
TREE PLANTING: Learn how to plant 
any kind of tree: bare root, containerized, 
balled and burlap at: www.arborday.org/
trees/planting

ELECTION
CLEVELAND MAYORAL DEBATE: 
VOTERS FIRST: Monday, October 11 at 
7:30 p.m. on radio (WCPN 90.3 FM), Tele-
vision (WVIZ) and at ideastream.org. The 

debate will feature questions from residents 
and reporters.

FIRST CALL FOR HELP
NEED HELP? CALL 2-1-1 OR VISIT 
211OH.ORG TO CHAT ONLINE: Your 
link to community resources. United Way 
2-1-1 provides help when you need it. Dial 
three numbers -2-1-1- and a compassionate 
professional will help you understand, fi nd 
and access community resources 24 hours a 
day. Get connected. Get Help. 2-1-1 Helplink 
is free and confi dential. 2-1-1 can provide 
guidance and information about: Food, 
housing and utility assistance; employment 
services; counseling services; drug and 
alcohol treatment; legal services; veterans’ 
services, tax preparation assistance, health 
care and many other needs you may have.

FOOD
GREATER CLEVELAND FOOD BANK
can help you apply for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP – Food 
Stamps) over the phone at 216-738-2067. 
Family monthly gross income qualifi cations 
are: single person, $1,354; two people, 
$1,832; three people, 2,311; four people, 
$2,790. (For each additional member add 
$479.) The help center (15500 South Water-
loo Road, Cleveland, OH 44110) is open 7 
a.m. – 6 p.m. Monday thru Friday.

GRANTS
STATE OF OHIO SECURITY GRANTS 
are now available for religious institutions, 
nonprofits, preschools and non-public 
schools. Ohio’s Safety and Security Grant 
Program was developed by the DeWine Ad-
ministration as part its focus on helping com-
munities with proactive violence prevention 
measures. he grants will be administered by 
the Ohio Emergency Management Agency 
with support from Ohio Homeland Security, 
both divisions of the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety. Deadline to apply for funding 
is Nov. 12. Additional information on grants 
is available on the State of Ohio Security 
Grant webpage at: www.ema.ohio.gov.

HOUSING
FREE EVICTION HELP: Legal Aid offers 
free eviction help. An attorney by your side 
in eviction court can help preserve housing, 
get rental assistance, and negotiate with a 
landlord. If you know someone in need, 
encourage them to visit lasclev.org/contact 
to apply online for help 24/7, or call 888-
817-8777 to get help. Visit www.lasclev.org
to learn more.

MEETINGS
IRISHTOWN BEND PARK PLANNING 
MEETING: outdoor public meeting, 6 
p.m. on October 13 at Merwin’s Wharf at 
Rivergate Park. Project updates available 
by texting Ireshtown Bend to 216-242-4416.
PROPERTY TAX APPRAISAL MEET-
INGS: Property owners are receiving new 
appraisals for their properties from the 
Cuyahoga County Auditor. The following 
Community Meetings are scheduled where 
representatives of Cuyahoga County will be 
available to answer questions and provide 
additional information: Urban Community 
School, October 26 from 7-8:30 p.m. and 
Gunning Recreation Center, October 28 
from 7-8:30 p.m.

PUBLIC POLICY
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SOLU-
TIONS: Read the latest research from this 

Northeast Ohio nonpartisan think tank at: 
www.communitysolutions.com
CUYAHOGA COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION DATA BOOK SERIES:
Visit online at: www.countyplanning.us/
resources/databooks
LAKE EFFECTS: PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING FOR THE CLEVELAND 
WE WANT: A website created by David 
Beach is now online at: www.lake-effects.
org. The goal of the site is to create a resource 
for citizens and candidates for Mayor and 
City Council that will provide a useful col-
lection of issues and ideas while stimulating 
a discussion about what a progressive city 
can be like. David Beach is the founder and 
former director of the GreenCityBlueLake 
Institute and served as the editor of the Plain 
Press in the early 1980s.
POLICY MATTERS OHIO: Read the 
latest research reports from this nonprofi t 
policy research institute at: www.policy-
mattersohio.org.
READ ROLDO ONLINE: Read columns 
by Cleveland’s premier investigative jour-
nalist Roldo Bartimole online at: https://
havecoffeewillwrite.com
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN POLICY 
COMMITTEE (AAPC) encourages all 
those who will, to come to the table to seek 
out solutions, rooted in public policy, that 
will help solve these myriad crises facing 
African American communities in Northeast 
Ohio. The AAPC meets the fi rst Monday of 
every month from 2-3 p.m. For more infor-
mation visit: www.noeblackhealthcoalition.
org , call 216-295-0283 or email: neobhc@
gmail.com.
COMMUNITY BOARD: COMMUNITY BOARD: The Plain Press The Plain Press 
Community Board publishes notices of Community Board publishes notices of 
free events and services from nonprofit free events and services from nonprofit 
organizations.organizations.
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        PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Tuesday, August 31, 2021; Utilities for All Vigil, East side of City Hall, Willard 
Park, 601 Lakeside: Dave Guran and Anastazia Vanisko hold up a banner 
saying, “No Utility Shutoffs.”

Utilities for All holds vigil at City Hall to remember 
those residents who died due to utility shutoffs
by Bruce Checefsky
 Seven deaths from hypother-
mia were reported during a single 
month earlier this year after util-
ity companies shut heat off in the 
middle of the winter to customers 
unable to pay their bills. The actu-
al number of deaths is likely much 
higher. Some customers were 
forced to use ovens for heat or start 
fi res in their homes to keep warm. 
In one tragic instance, a man slept 
in his car while it was running to 
keep from freezing to death. He 
was found dead the next morning 
from asphyxiation.
    Utilities for All held a vigil on 
August 31st at Cleveland City 
Hall to commemorate their lives. 
Larry Bresler, director of Organize 
Ohio and a member of Utilities 4 
All, spoke to a crowd in front of the 
Free Stamp sculpture in adjacent 
Willard Park.
 “While the City of Cleveland did 
have a moratorium on utility shut-
off during the pandemic that policy 
is expected to expire making resi-
dents more vulnerable than ever,” 

said Bressler. “We believe utilities 
are a human right as much as 
housing and health care. We de-
nounce the utility companies’ deci-
sion to put profi t over people.”
 Utilities in 10 states have re-
ported at least 765,262 household 
power shutoffs since the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic according 
to the Center for Biological Diversi-
ty. American Electric Power (AEP) 
Ohio disconnected customers for 
nonpayment at 95 disconnections 
per 1,000 customers, far higher 
than the state’s other big electric 
utilities. It is often illegal for utility 
companies to shut off its services, 
especially during months with ex-
treme weather. 
 According to the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (PUCO), elec-
tric companies may not charge cus-
tomers a deposit of more than 130 
percent of the estimated average 
monthly bill for regulated services. 
If a customer fails to pay the elec-
tric bill by the due date, the compa-
ny must send a 14-day notice be-
fore disconnecting the service. An 

exception to this rule is if an individ-
ual has a medical condition where 
the disconnection of electric ser-
vice would be dangerous to health; 
these customers may qualify for a 
medical certifi cation which would 
retain service for 30 days. Howev-
er, medical certifi cates may only be 
used three times per household in 
a 12-month period. 
 Don Bryant, a retired letter carrier 
and longtime advocate and found-
er of the Greater Cleveland Immi-
grants Support Network formed in 
2003 to work for an equitable im-
migration policy and promoting in-
ter-cultural awareness and appre-
ciation, said that people dying from 
hypothermia was unacceptable. 
 “It is not acceptable that some-
one must use their oven or space 
heater for heat or start a fi re in their 
home to keep warm in the winter,” 
Bryant said. 
 He proceeded to read the names 
of the victims and describe their 
death, using fi rst names to protect 
the families. 
 “Robert A, 84, found dead from 
hypothermia on February 1, 2021, 
on the rear patio of a neighbor’s 
home. John D., 71, found dead 
by his brother Carl from hypother-
mia. George B, 84, discovered in 
his home by his great nephew and 
died from environmental hypother-
mia. Josephine S, 90, started a fi re 
in her house to keep warm. She 
died in the fi re. Michael H. died 
from asphyxiation while trying to 
stay warm in his car because his 
gas was shut-off in his apartment.”
 “People need to keep an eye on 
their neighbors,” he added.
 Joseph Patrick Meissner, a Viet-
nam veteran, and retired U.S. Army 
lieutenant colonel, spent 46 years 
as a Legal Aid lawyer in Cleveland 
working with people on utility is-
sues, among other social causes, 
reminded people that electricity 
must be in good supply. Diversity of 
sources including wind and solar, 
fossil fuel, and nuclear plants sup-
ply the base load, he said. 
 Conservation of resources and 
economy of energy is a necessity, 
he noted. 
 “How to we keep from turning 
over a massive amount of debt 
to our children and grandchildren 
when it comes to supplying utilities 
in today’s market?” asked Meiss-
ner.  
 Air-conditioning presents a chal-
lenge for the future as tempera-
tures continue to rise worldwide, 
Meissner continued, and it will take 
away much needed electricity for 
other aspects of lives. 
 Dena Magoulias, a family phy-
sician at The MetroHealth System 
and activist for Single-Payer Action 
Network Ohio (SPAN Ohio), a co-
alition of individuals and organiza-
tions working together to achieve 
fundamental reform of the health 
insurance system, spoke from a 
patient’s perspective. For every 40 
years, Dr. Magoulias has worked 
in community health centers on 

the East side of Cleveland, where 
she’s witnessed fi rsthand people 
whose utilities were cutoff.
 “I have patients that don’t have 
electricity. They don’t have a refrig-
erator for fresh food or a stove to 
cook on and eat out of cans,” she 
said. “I’ve seen people with their 
water turned off. I have people with 
essential medical equipment that 
need electricity to operate. People 
die without electricity. There’s no 
reason why our country can’t afford 
to make utilities free for all.”
 Jonathan Harris, known as “Two 
Braids,” formerly homeless and 
an active outreach worker for the 
Northeast Ohio Homeless Coa-
lition, encouraged the crowd to 
chant, ‘no utility shutoffs, no utility 
shutoffs, no utility shutoffs’ before 
citing a passage from the Bible.
 “Matthew 25:35, For I was hun-
gry, and you gave me something to 
eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me 
something to drink; I was a strang-
er and you invited me in; I needed 
clothes and you clothed me; I was 
sick, and you looked after me; 
I was in prison, and you came to 
visit me. Whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.”

 “Organizing, advocacy, and ed-
ucation can make a difference. No 
one should freeze to death in the 
greatest country in the world,” said 
Two Braids.
 Resources are available for qual-
ifying residents. The Percentage of 
Income Payment Plan Plus (PIPP 
Plus) offers year-round assistance. 
To qualify for this special payment 
plan, developed by the Public Util-
ities Commission of Ohio, a cus-
tomer’s yearly gross household 
income can be up to 150 percent of 
federal poverty guidelines. Under 
PIPP Plus, participating custom-
ers may maintain their natural gas 
service by paying 6 percent of their 
total gross monthly household in-
come, or $10, whichever is greater.
 The PIPP Plus maximum yearly 
household gross income levels for 
the 2020-2021 program year are: 
$19,140 for one person; $25,860 
for two people; $32,580 for three; 
$39,300 for four; $46,020 for fi ve; 
$52,740 for six; $59,460 for seven; 
and $66,180 for eight. Add $6,720 
for each additional person.
 Cleveland Public Power custom-
ers who have outstanding account 

continued on page 8continued on page 8

Low voter turnout allows small pockets of voters to 
determine results in Cleveland’s Primary Election
by Chuck Hoven
 Only 15% of Cleveland’s 247,742 eligi-
ble voters voted in the Primary Election. 
A total of 38,360 Clevelanders cast votes 
in the primary according to the unoffi cial 
preliminary results from the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections. 13,506 of 
those voters cast absentee ballots and 
24,854 voted on election day. 
 In the mayoral race, Justin Bibb, who 
placed first in the primary, received 
10,635 votes or 27.14% of the votes 
cast. Kevin Kelly placed second with 
7,597 votes, or 19.39% of the votes cast. 
Dennis Kucinich placed third with 6,481 
votes, or 16.54% of the votes cast. Zack 
Reed placed fourth with 4,724 votes, 
or 12.06% of the votes cast. Basheer 
S. Jones placed fi fth with 4,640 votes, 
or 11.84% of the votes cast. Sandra 
Williams placed sixth with 4,478 votes 
cast, or 11.43% of the votes cast. Ross 
BiDello placed seventh with 632 votes, 
or 1.61% of the votes cast.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 Justin Bibb and Kevin Kelley, the two 
top vote getters in the mayoral primary, 
combined only received 18,232 votes. 
This represents just 7.3% of the regis-
tered voters in Cleveland voting for the 
two mayoral candidates advancing to the 
general election in November.
 The election was marked by low voter 
turnout in most precincts in Cleveland. 
Examination of precinct level turnout 
data provided by the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections shows the ability of 
voters in just a few precincts with high-
er-than-average turnout rates to make a 
big difference in the vote totals for their 
City Council wards.
 With the voter turnout so low in many 
precincts, voters in small pockets around 
the city were able to have substantial 
infl uence on the outcome of elections. 
The analysis by ward and precinct below 
hopes to shed some light on voter turnout 
in Wards served by the Plain Press and 
where the voters are located that are had 
the most infl uence in picking candidates 
that are advancing to the general election 
in November. The vote totals include ab-
sentee ballots cast as well as in person 
voting. So please note that the polling 
places are just indications of the general 
area where voters live – the voter may 
have mailed in a ballot and not gone to 
the polling place to vote.

Ward 3
 In addition to voting for mayoral can-
didates in the primary election, Ward 3 
voters weighed in on city council can-
didates as well. The top two fi nishers 
in the City Council primary will go on to 
face each other in the general election. 
Incumbent City Council Representative 
Kerry McCormack received 2,152 votes 
in the primary or 73.6% of the 2,924 
votes cast. Ayat Amin came in second 
with 596 votes, or 20.38% of the votes 
cast. Mike Rogalski received 176 votes, 
or 6.02% of the votes cast. McCormack 
will now face Amin in the general election 
on November 2nd.
 Ward 3, which includes parts of the 
Near West Side, Tremont, and down-
town, has the most eligible voters of 
any of the seventeen wards in the City 
of Cleveland with 17,677 eligible voters. 
However, with 2,985 people voting in 
Ward 3, or 16.9% of the eligible voters, 
the ward was not the Cleveland City 
Council ward with the most people vot-
ing.
 Ward 3 came in third in total number of 
people voting behind both Ward 17 and 
Ward 1. Ward 17 on the far West Side 
of Cleveland had the highest number of 
people voting in any ward in Cleveland 
with 4,668 voters. This represented 
28.3% of the ward’s 16,477 eligible 
voters. Ward 1 on the far East Side of 
Cleveland came in second with 3,115 
people voting. This represents 19.4% of 
the ward’s 16,020 eligible voters. Ward 
13, which serves the Old Brooklyn neigh-
borhood, had the fourth highest number 
of voters, with 2,824 people voting. This 
represents 19.1% of the 14,753 regis-
tered voters in the ward.
 Voting turnout within Ward 3, which 
reportedly voted heavy for Justin Bibb, 
varied greatly within the ward. Council-
man McCormack endorsed Bibb for may-
or. Neighborhood block club members 
report Bibb visits to talk with neighbors 
over the course of his campaign.
 The highest turnout percentages in 
Ward 3 were for the four precincts voting 
at Franklin Circle Church. The four pre-
cincts – Precincts B, C, D and E -- com-
bined for 1091 of the 2,985 Ward 3 votes 
cast in the primary. Turnout percentage 
in Precincts B and C was 27.4%. Turnout 
in Precinct D was 30.7% and turnout in 
continued on page 11continued on page 11
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                       PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, September 18, 2021; Celebration of Hispanic Heritage, Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center, 2800 Archwood 
Avenue: Members of the Ohio Chapter of the New Era Young Lords pass out school supplies to children attending 
the Hispanic Heritage celebration. (L-R): Giancarlo Maldonado, New Era Young Lords Chairman Manny Santiago, 
Marisol Ramos, and Carlos Timba Maldonado.

who represents Ward 15, said that day.
 After confi rming with the city’s law 
department that the 12-hour notice was 
allowed under Ohio’s open meetings 
law, City Council President Kevin 
Kelley said that 12 hours would be the 
“bare-bones minimum” for letting the 
public know about meetings. 
 The opportunity to watch council 
at work has expanded during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with meetings 
streamed on YouTube, where they also 
can be viewed at any time. Previously, 
meetings were broadcast only on Cleve-
land’s TV20 and recordings had to be 
requested. 
 City Council posts meeting notices 
on its website. Those notices come out, 
on average, less than four days – 3.7 
days or 88 hours – before a meeting 
happens, according to data scraped from 
Legistar every 15 minutes from Feb. 
22 until Aug. 11. The data is scraped 
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Bot Twitter account run by Cleveland 
resident Angelo Trivisonno. 
 However, when you count only 
business days, not weekends, council 
gave residents an average of 1.7 days 
of advance notice – or about 41 hours 
– before conducting a meeting. 

WHAT’S “REASONABLE” 
NOTICE FOR A MEETING?

 Cleveland Documenters interviewed 
nearly 80 residents in 26 Cleveland 
neighborhoods to fi nd out. 
 More than half said they would need 
to know a week in advance — or more 
— to be able to watch, attend or make 
a public comment at a local government 
meeting such as a City Council meeting. 
 That is, if they know when the meet-
ings are happening. 
 “I don’t have a reliable way to fi nd 
this information,” 28-year-old Lee-Har-
vard resident Courtney Michelle Reese 
told Documenter Angie Pohlman. 
 Other residents said their most reli-

able sources for learning about import-
ant meetings were neighbors, friends, 
community organizations or posts on 
social media. 
 Most open-meeting laws require 
government bodies to give the public 
“reasonable” notice by informing 
people of when and where a meeting 
will happen, how they can attend and 
what will be discussed – though what 
is reasonable can be subjective. 
 A driving force behind public deliber-
ation of proposed laws and expenditures 
is the idea that government offi cials will 
make better decisions when they’re 
being watched. The purpose is twofold. 
 It can have an actual effect on the 
decisions that are made but also enhance 
the perception of transparency, said 
Frank LoMonte, director of the Brech-
ner Center for Freedom of Information.  
 “If you have [public] notice and 
you’re able to watch the process, you’re 
more likely to have a sense that the pro-
cess was fair and legitimate,” LoMonte 
said. “If you’re shut out of the process, 
then you are more likely to be skeptical 
that there was favoritism or potentially 
even wrongdoing in the decision-mak-
ing.”
 Knowing about meetings is just one 
barrier that keeps residents from partic-
ipating in local government, according 
to the interviews. Some residents 
expressed concern about getting down-
town (where most meetings are held), 
paying for parking, and blocking out 
time during the work week for daytime 
meetings. 
 Work and family schedules were al-
ready hard to juggle, making it diffi cult 
to prioritize local government meetings, 
several residents said.

MEETING AGENDAS ARE
HARD TO FIND

 One thing most residents agreed on is 
that more effort is needed to let residents 
know when meetings are happening 
and, for City Council, what legislation 
council members or other local gov-
ernment offi cials will be considering. 
Currently, the meeting dates and times 
are listed on the City Council website. 
Finding meeting agendas takes a little 
more effort. 
 “There are a lot of issues that should 
be discussed, as far as informing people 
about local government issues,” Kather-
ine Bender, a 56-year-old resident from 
the Euclid-Green neighborhood, told 
her daughter, Documenter Kaitlin Bend-
er-Thomas. “One way of discussing it 

would be [going] door-to-door or social 
media, … trying to fi nd ways to inform 
people of these particular meetings, 
giving them ample time to be there and 
notifying them of the dates and times to 
be there,” Bender said. 
 Maria Estrella-Stallworth, a 41-year-
old resident of St. Clair-Superior, told 
Documenter Kathryn Johnson that 
she’d like to see fl yers distributed at 
corner stores, churches, barber shops 
and salons — especially for residents 
who don’t have access to the internet. 
 Each City Council ward should 
have a fund that would pay organizers 
to regularly canvas and educate the 
public on how to engage with local 
government, Tramane Kedar Medley, 
45, of Lee-Harvard, told Documenter 
Marvetta Rutherford. 
 Multiple modes of communication 
and more community outreach should 
be used, said Beth Piwkowski, 37, who 
lives in the Jefferson neighborhood. “I 
think mail is a way to reach people in 
your neighborhood – not everybody is 
extremely online,” she told Documenter 
Dan McLaughlin. 
 That should include outreach to 
non-English-speaking Clevelanders. 
“There’s easily at least fi ve or six lan-
guages being spoken here [in my neigh-
borhood] … I feel like there could be 
more efforts made to connect residents 
when English isn’t their fi rst language,” 
she said.
 Piwkowski said she got discour-
aged about attending public meetings, 
though, after signing a 2017 petition 
— rejected by City Council — aimed 
at preventing the city from fi nancing 
renovations at what was then Quicken 
Loans Arena. 
 “There was no way to express any-
thing at the council meeting about it, and 
it kind of felt like no matter what you 
wanted to do or no matter how much 
you wanted to be involved, it seemed 
kind of like people did whatever they 
wanted to do,” she said. “It’s not very 
motivating to feel like, if you want to 
have a say, you really can’t. And it 
seems to be set up that way sometimes, 
a little bit by design.” 
 Soon, council will allow residents 
to regularly speak at council meetings, 
thanks to the efforts of Clevelanders 
for Public Comment, a grass-roots 
coalition that pushed for the changes.
 Stephen Phillips, a 44-year-old 
resident of the Buckeye-Woodhill 
neighborhood, also thinks city offi cials 
should get out on foot in the neighbor-
hoods to distribute information. But 
he feels that when people do speak up, 
they don’t always see results, and that 
is discouraging. 

 “One person would not be heard,” 
he told Documenter Mildred Seward. 
“You might be heard for the moment, 
but nothing will come from it.”
 Some residents have lost faith that 
local offi cials will listen to their needs, 
even if they do show up. 
 “I don’t feel people in government 
positions have the people’s best interest 
at heart,” Dejenaba Lockett, a Kinsman 
resident, told Seward. “I feel like a more 
grass-roots movement is more needed 
for our community.”
 Kelley, who is also running to be 
Cleveland’s next mayor, said during a 
July 27 forum at Edgewater Park that 
he is open to changing the time frame.
 “I believe that it’s short, and it’s an or-
dinance that can be changed by council. 
And I’m certainly open to doing that,” 
he said.
 Some of his colleagues might appre-
ciate that as well. 
 On a recent Friday, around 4 p.m., 
council announced that it would hold 
a meeting to discuss its priorities for 
spending the $511 million the city will 
receive from the American Rescue Plan 
Act. 
 The meeting was scheduled for Mon-
day, mid-afternoon. 
 Council didn’t vote on legislation, 
and no decisions were made at the 
meeting, but residents have a keen in-
terest in how the city might spend the 
once-in-a-generation infusion meant 
to help communities recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It has been a 
frequent topic for the seven candidates 
running for mayor. Groups have pushed 
for direct resident participation in the 
process. Cleveland mailed surveys 
to residents asking how they would 
prioritize spending, and some council 
members have held meetings in their 
wards. 
 About 50 people tuned in on YouTube to 
hear council members sort through ideas on 
how the money would best be spent.
 Toward the end of the hour, Ward 14 
Council Member Jasmin Santana asked: 
“Can we get notifi ed of this meeting at least 
a week in advance?” 
 “Maybe not a full week…,” Kelley an-
swered as some of his colleagues chuckled. 
“You can kind of count on Mondays general-
ly, but we don’t get much full-week advance 
notice.”
Editor’s Note: This article printed in the 
Plain Press was provided courtesy of Cleve-
land Documenters. Documenters Gennifer 
Harding-Gosnell, Daniel McLaughlin, Keith 
Yurgionas and Emma Andrus contributed to 
this article written by Doug Breehl-Pitorak 
and Rachel Dissell. Cid Standifer created 
the graphics. To learn more about Cleveland 
Documenters click the CLE Documenters 
tag on the NeighborUp website at: www.
neighborupcle.org or visit the Cleveland 
documents site on www.documenters.org.

The Pace of Passage: How Quickly 
City Council Makes Laws and What 
That Means for Clevelanders
by Doug Breehl-Pitorak, 
Cleveland Documenters
 During a July forum for mayoral can-
didates, Cleveland City Council President 
Kevin Kelley answered what seemed like a 
simple question: “What are your thoughts on 
what constitutes adequate public notice and 
public participation?” 
 Kelley, who called public participation 
“crucial,” said during his seven years lead-
ing council, he’d made sure residents had 
advance notice of meetings and agenda items 
and that he cut down on the use of a tactic 
called “passage under suspension.” 
 When council passes an ordinance under 
suspension, it waives the normal rules that 
require proposed legislation to be read by the 
full council on three separate days before it 
can be approved and limits the window of 
discussion, debate or public input between 
the introduction and passage of a law. 
 “It almost never happens unless it is 
a small issue like a liquor [license] or a 
hyper-local issue,” Kelley told the voters 
gathered underneath a pavilion at the Coun-
cil of Cleveland Neighborhoods’ Mayoral 
Forum at Edgewater Park on July 27. It 
happened “all the time” prior to his becoming 
City Council president, Kelley said. “Now 
it does not happen unless there’s an extreme 
time emergency.”
 Cleveland Documenters review of records 
found that what Kelley said isn’t true.
 Between January 2020 and May 2021, 

Cleveland City Council voted to suspend its 
own rules and shorten the legislative process 
99.5 percent of the time, according to The 
City Record, the offi cial journal of council’s 
proceedings.
 Council passed legislation the same day 
it was introduced nearly a third of the time. 
The introduction of legislation is often the 
fi rst opportunity for the public to learn about 
it.
 Kelley, through his executive assistant, 
declined to answer questions about his state-
ments or about what Cleveland Documenters 
found.
 The habit of “suspending the rules” may 
seem mundane or bureaucratic. It’s easy to 
overlook with hundreds of pieces of leg-
islation churning through committees and 
council meetings each year. But it raises 
questions about why the rules exist if they 
are almost universally disregarded. By short-
ening or skipping the committee process, 
council also fuels doubt about its capacity to 
vet legislation. And if sparing use of passage 
under suspension aids public participation, as 
Kelley implied, does routine suspension — 
what actually happens in council — obstruct 
the public from getting involved?
 That’s what several community members 
contended in 2020, when council offi cially 
set in motion Operation Relentless Pursuit 
(ORP), a federally funded policing initiative 
also referred to as Operation Legend. 
 Though the federal government an-
continued on page 5continued on page 5
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Saturday, September 18, 2021; Celebration of Hispanic Heritage, Julia de 
Burgos Cultural Arts Center, 2800 Archwood Avenue:  Melody Jacobson and 
her mother Jessica Jacobson play some music.

nounced that Cleveland was selected for the 
program in December 2019, council autho-
rized the city to use the fi rst wave of funding 
—  $1,428,571 — by passing legislation 
the day it was introduced in June 2020. It 
covered overtime pay, benefi ts, computers 
and undercover police cars.
 Resist Operation Relentless Pursuit 
Cleveland, a community organization 
that was formed to oppose the program, 
noted in its fact sheet that ORP was 
counterproductive to community safety and 
would especially harm Cleveland’s Black 
and brown communities.
 Now renamed Clevelanders Against 
Federal Policing, the group was among 
several that signed a petition to City Council 
demanding three hearings where residents 
could comment on the program. 
 “When council declares an ‘emergen-
cy’ and evades the requirement of three 
readings, democracy is starved,” wrote the 
groups, which included Black Lives Matter 
Cleveland and Showing Up for Racial Justice 
Northeast Ohio (SURJ NEO). “When council 
routinely passes ordinances without input 
from the public, democracy is throttled.”
 Council approved the second wave 
of funding in September 2020 after two 
readings, 14 days apart, with a review by 
the Safety Committee in between. The 
funding provided nearly $8 million for three 
years’ worth of salary for 30 police offi cers. 
 There was no public comment at those 
meetings. Though some organizers had 
private conversations with several council 
members, a significant majority ignored 
their calls and emails, according to Daphne 
Carr, a Youngstown-based activist who has 
organized with SURJ NEO.
 “I know that democracy takes time, but 
it turns out that everybody is much happier 
when they actually get any say at all on what 
goes on in their community,” Carr said in an 
interview.
 Concerns about the public’s opportunities 
to participate are not isolated to any one 
topic. Cleveland Documenters interviewed 
nearly 80 residents in 26 Cleveland neigh-
borhoods this summer and found that many 
have challenges to accessing local govern-
ment. Many said they didn’t have a reliable 
way to fi nd out when meetings happen or 
what would be discussed in them. 
 That’s an experience Ohio City resident 
Angelo Trivisonno understands. Trivisonno 
created a Twitter account in December 2020 
that automatically tweets out meeting notices 
and legislation fi les after council posts them 
on Legistar, its legislation-management 
website.
 “Before I made Bill Bot, I really had no 
idea what council was doing on a day-to-day 
basis,” he said.
 Though he’s noticed that council deals 
with a lot of routine items like liquor permits 
and minor zoning issues, Trivisonno said 
there’s value in sharing information about 
legislation quickly, especially for advocacy 
efforts.
 “Time is really of the essence in some 
situations, particularly when three readings 
are suspended,” he said. “If a meeting is on 
a Monday, and they release information on 
Legistar on Thursday or Friday, that doesn’t 
give people who care about a particular item 
on council’s agenda much time to discuss 
with neighbors or discuss with other interest-
ed people or groups. Every moment counts 
in a number of situations.”

Ninety-seven percent of the 
ordinances City Council 
passed were declared an 
emergency, which means 
they take effect as soon as 
the mayor signs them or 10 
days after council’s vote.
 In addition to accelerating the legislative 
process, Cleveland City Council has a habit 
of speeding up the timeline for ordinances 
to take effect. Ninety-seven percent of the 
ordinances Cleveland City Council passed 
were declared an emergency, which means 
they take effect as soon as the mayor signs 
them or 10 days after council’s vote. Regular, 
or non-emergency, ordinances take effect 30 
days after they are passed (unless a piece 
of legislation sets a specifi c start date). The 
laws often authorize expenditures, which 
determine how the city spends taxpayers’ 
money.

FROM PARLIAMENT
 TO CLEVELAND --  A 

LEGISLATIVE RULE PERSISTS   
 Cleveland Documenters contacted 10 
council members in addition to Kelley to 
get a better understanding of passage under 
suspension, emergency ordinances, and 
more. Council Members Jasmin Santana and 

Jenny Spencer said they weren’t available 
to talk. Council Members Delores Gray, 
Anthony Hairston, and Kerry McCormack 
didn’t respond.
 Council Member Kevin Bishop, who rep-
resents Ward 2, said he has never questioned 
the purpose of the rule requiring council to 
read legislation on three different days, but 
he thinks it gives the public enough time to 
digest proposed ordinances and voice their 
point of view. Council Member Brian Kazy, 
who represents Ward 16, offered his take on 
each reading: Day One is for introduction, 
Day Two is for discussion and comment, and 
Day Three is for voting.
 Kazy’s understanding aligns somewhat 
with historians and academics who say 
the “three readings” model for considering 
legislation, which dates back at least to the 
15th Century and is common across the 
country, gives lawmakers time to understand 
legislation before voting on it. 
 “As far as I know it goes back to the En-
glish Parliament; it dates back hundreds of 
years,” said Larry Keller, associate professor 
emeritus at Cleveland State University’s 
Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban 
Affairs. “It was meant to forestall emotional 
legislation. It was to force a legislative body 
to think about what it’s doing.” 
 It also gives people inside and outside of 
the legislative process time to fi nd problems 
with a proposed law, according to Frank 
LoMonte, director of the Brechner Center for 
Freedom of Information at the University of 
Florida. Three readings is ultimately a check 
on “rash” decisions, he said.
 Locally, the rule to read legislation on 
three different days and the authority to 
suspend it dates back to Ohio’s fi rst consti-
tution, approved in 1803. Cleveland City 
Council followed state law until 1914, when 
Cleveland adopted its fi rst city charter after 
receiving “home rule” authority from Ohio 
two years earlier. Today, suspension of the 
rules requires support from at least two-thirds 
of all members elected to Cleveland City 
Council, which currently means 12 or more 
affi rmative votes.
 But are these centuries-old legislative 
practices still relevant? Keller believes they 
are.

FOR COUNCIL, A QUESTION
OF POWER AND TIME

 Keller, who has trained city council 
members in Cleveland and elsewhere, told 
Cleveland Documenters that by suspending 
the rules often, councils give up a tool that 
keeps them viable in a mayor-council form 
of government like Cleveland’s, a setup 
where mayors wield lots of power. He wrote 
a 2014 Cleveland.com column making that 
argument.
 “That’s what makes three readings import-
ant to me,” Keller said. “It’s part of a menu 
to make council a truly policy-making body.”
 Council Member Mike Polensek, who 
represents Ward 8, agreed with Keller’s 
perspective on the “three readings” rule.
 Council President Kelley had indicated 
he would slow the legislative process down 
after routine suspension increased under 
former president Martin Sweeney’s lead-
ership, Polensek said. Now Polensek, the 
longest-serving member in council history, 
is hoping new leadership in January 2022 
will restore a system of accountability and 
oversight.
 “The lines between the administration 
and council are very blurred; one would 
argue that there is no division,” Polensek 
said. “People view the City Council today as 
weak, the leadership as weak and ineffective 
because … they’re in lockstep with the ad-
ministration.” 
 Council seeks to work with the adminis-
tration, Polensek said, adding that there are 
true emergencies that call for quicker passage 
of legislation. But much of the argument 
behind suspending the rules centers on time 
constraints, and a properly functioning ad-
ministration shouldn’t be running so behind 
on legislation, he said.
 Suspending the rules shortens the com-
mittee process or bypasses it altogether, 
even though committees provide a space 
for digging into important details, according 
to Polensek. In the past, he said, committee 
meetings lasted 4 to 5 hours or would be 
postponed — and the legislation with it — 
if committee members or administration 
offi cials didn’t attend. 
 “If we didn’t get what we wanted, there 
would be legislative constipation,” Polensek 
said.
 Not all council members feel that coun-
cil’s power is compromised by suspending 
the rules so often. 
 Cleveland City Council still thoroughly 
vets legislation, even if it doesn’t adhere 
to the three-reading standard, said Council 
Member Blaine Griffi n, who represents Ward 
6. Griffi n, who chairs council’s safety com-
mittee, said the council president, committee 
chairs, and clerk’s offi ce work together to 
shepherd legislation through the process, 
which includes committee meetings and 
administrative review.
 “It’s not like a static process; this is not 
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robotic,” Griffi n said. “This is a dynamic 
process that has a lot of decision-making 
points and has a lot of opportunity to vet the 
legislation that we’re putting forth.”
 One reason for suspension is that the city 
may risk missing out on a grant, Griffi n said. 
 Other times, a city department might need 
to purchase equipment or supplies in order to 
perform services, said Bishop, who was fi rst 
elected to council in 2017.
 Though he couldn’t think of specific 
examples, Bishop said council’s legislative 
process has seemed rushed at times, adding 
that council should slow down when consid-
ering long-term contracts and legislation that 
authorizes the use of lots of taxpayer money. 
Suspending the rules to buy supplies such 
as road salt or lawn mowers makes sense, 
he said, adding that the council could read 
more legislation on three different days with 
improved planning.
 “If the administration planned things out 
a little better, then I think we wouldn’t have 
to suspend the rules so much,” Bishop said. 
“But from council’s standpoint, we don’t 
want the city to suffer as far as delivering 
the services.”
 Nearly half — at least 46 percent — of the 
legislation that council passed between Jan-
uary 2020 and May 2021 came at the city’s 
request, according to Legistar.  Ward 9’s 
Kevin Conwell said the rate at which council 
suspends the rules is too high and suggested 
that council do a quarterly review of how it 
passes legislation. He also wondered if the 
administration is late in getting legislation to 
council. 
 Even if the city does run behind, the 
responsibility lies with council members to 
make time, Griffi n said.
 “[Part of our job] is that we actually have 
to carve out time to make sure that you’re 
reading the legislation, that you’re familiar 
and you understand it, that you get feedback 
from your constituents, that you get feedback 
from other stakeholders,” he said.
 If the city does not provide enough infor-
mation, committee chairs can hold legislation 
until it’s ready, Griffi n said, adding that he 
can’t recall many instances of council mem-
bers saying they didn’t have enough time to 
look at legislation.
 Council recently kept an emergency 
ordinance in the committee stage rather 
than voting on it. The legislation would net 
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1Actual monthly payment for above example is based on 252 month term and is $16.09 at a fixed APR of 2.99%. Rates 
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Does your home need a new roof? What about new 

carpeting, windows, washer and dryer, or air conditioning? 

With Third Federal’s Fixer Upper Home Repair Loan, you 

can do just that! At 2.99% APR, this rate is much lower 

than loans from other lenders.
2

  And, unlike many lenders, 

2.99% APR is fixed for the life of your loan.

APPLIANCES?new LANDSCAPING?new PAINT?new

or or

•  No hidden fees.

•  No upfront costs whatsoever.

•  The fixed rate of 2.99% is not an 

introductory or teaser rate—

it’s good for the life of your loan.

•  No minimum draw—borrow as much 

or as little as you want!

Want to improve your home? 
Borrow $3,000 

and pay only $16 per month!
1

  

And we didn’t stop there. With the Third Federal Fixer Upper Loan:

Get a
$100 Prepaid

Gift Card

              PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, September 18, 2021; Tremont Arts & Cultural Festival, Lincoln Park: Dave Witzke, 
Tremont resident Artist (The Sign Guy), with one of his creations.

General Election – What’s on the Ballot?
 In the General Election set for November 
2nd, Cleveland registered voters will have the 
opportunity to weigh in on who they would 
like to see as their next mayor, either Justin 
Bibb or Kevin Kelley. 
 Early voting begins on October 5th. Infor-
mation about hours for early voting and how 
to obtain an absentee ballot is available on 
the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections’ 

website at: www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.
 Voters living in the 11th Congressional District 
will also be asked to vote for a Congressional 
Representative – Democrat Shontel Brown is 
running against Republican Laverne Gore.
 There are four judge positions on the ballot for 
terms serving on Cleveland Municipal Court. Three 
judicial candidates are running unopposed: Suzan 
Marie Sweeney, Lauren C. Moore, and Ann Clare 
Oakar.  Competing for the fourth Municipal Court 
continued on page 7continued on page 7

LatinUs Theater Company performs debut play in its new home
 The LatinUs Theater Company is performing its debut play in its new home in the Pivot Center for Art, 
Dance and Expression at 2937 W, 25th Street. The play, “The House of Bernarda Alba” is by Federico Garcia 
Lorca (1898-1936), a Spanish poet, playwright and director killed by Spanish Nationalists at the beginning 
of the Spanish Civil War. Performances run from September 19 thru October 3rd.  A free performance for 
residents of the Clark-Fulton neighborhood was held on September 26th.
 “The House of Bernarda Alba” (La Casa de Bernarda Alba de Federico García Lorca) portrays the story 
of a controlling and repressive mother who forces her fi ve unmarried daughters into eight years of isolation 
and mourning upon the death of her second husband. Sealed from the world within the walls of their home, 
tension and betrayal slowly build as the trapped sisters slowly turn on their eldest sibling, Angustias.  Di-
rected by Cleveland-based visual artist John Rivera-Resto, along with a cast of more than 12 Latino actors, 
this adapted performance explores the complexity of Lorca’s dark drama. 
 LatinUs Theater Company, the fi rst independent Latino theater in Ohio, is located in the Pivot Center for 
Art, Dance and Expression of Cleveland’s Clark-Fulton Neighborhood. LatinUs contributes to educating 
the Hispanic community by promoting and producing artistic and theatrical works in Spanish, honoring the 
cultural heritage and traditions of the Latin American population of Northeast Ohio.  For more information 
on LatinUs Theater Company visit https://www.latinustheater.com.
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Vote for Jasmin in the 
GENERAL ELECTION
November 2, 2021
Register to Vote by October 4, 2021
Early Voting Begins October 5, 2021 

Working for you
and your family!

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Sign up at jasminsantana.com

Paid for by Friends to Elect Jasmin Santana

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, September 11, 2021; Shalom & Tranquility Garden Cultural Carni-
val; 3790 W. 38th and 3789 W. 39th: Garden Leader Ebonie Randle -Joiner and 
Nikki LoPresti, a Building Hope in the City volunteer from King’s Church in 
Lakewood, celebrate at the carnival.

A push for broadband
 City council president and mayoral 
candidate Kevin Kelley, who spearheaded 
the $20 million broadband push, countered 
that the need to address the digital divide is 
urgent. As recently as 2020, the National 
Digital Inclusion Alliance named Cleveland 
the worst connected big city in the U.S. 
 “As far as I’m concerned, the time is 
now,” Kelley said. “Before, we didn’t have 
the funding to do something like this. This 
is Cleveland’s commitment to providing 
broadband for residents.”
 Kelley argued that by allocating the $20 
million in funding now, Cleveland can pair 
these funds with grants awarded to Digital 
C, a nonprofi t that focuses on digital literacy 
and providing Clevelanders with high-speed 
affordable internet. In July, the Mandel and 
Myers Foundations awarded Digital C $20 
million in grants to help get more people 
connected to the internet. 

 “We can leverage the $20 million that 
was given by the Myers and Mandel foun-
dations,” he said. “The legislation was intro-
duced a month ago, and everyone’s had an 
opportunity to review and comment on it.”
 Those opposed to the broadband proposal 
also voiced concern about the amount, asking 
how Kelley and others arrived at $20 million. 
 They did not receive a clear answer. When 
McCormack raised questions about the sci-
ence behind the broadband proposal at the 
joint fi nance and development, planning, and 
sustainability meeting, city fi nance director 
Sharon Dumas stated, “There was no science 
to the $20 million.” 
 Kelley, for his part, explained that the 
$20 million was an estimate based on the 
availability of “matching” funds from the 
Myers and Mandel foundations, as well as 
an additional $20 million that the state of 
Ohio is considering. He said that $60 million 
amount would allow the city reach its target 
of 40,000 households, approximately half of 
those underserved in Cleveland. 
 In a separate interview, Kelley clarifi ed 
that no vendor has been selected, noting that 

the city would shop around and potentially 
work with multiple vendors.  
 “If I used the word match, the grant funds 
are not intended as match dollars,” he said. 
“Yes, in order to access the $20 million 
from the Myers and Mandel foundations, 
we’d have to work with Digital C, but we’re 
not going to do a direct award of this size. 
It’s good practice to do an RFP (request for 
proposals). But this is the direction we’re 
going.”

Community pushback
 Community leaders have argued that 
there’s a need for more planning. In a July 
4, 2021 Cleveland.com op-ed, John Corlett, 
director of the Center for Community Solu-
tions, called for communities to “slow down 
spending, speed up planning” when it comes 
to ARPA funds. 
 Digital equity advocate Adam King, who 
is spearheading a group called Connected 
NEO, agreed. “There’s no plan in place to 
spend the money,” he said. “I see it as a bid 
to increase the likelihood of getting elected 
in November. Twenty million dollars seems 
suspicious right now.”

 For its part, Digital C welcomed the push 
for citywide broadband, and said it hoped 
to work together with the city to build a 
network. 
 “We need citywide broadband as quickly 
as we can get it to everyone at an affordable 
price,” said Dorothy Baunach, CEO of Dig-
ital C. She said the city should choose the 
best provider and that Digital is working to 
create a “shovel-ready” plan. 
 “We’d love to work more closely with the 
city and be part of where they’re allocating 
the money,” she said, adding that the Mandel 
and Myer foundation grants were a vote of 
confi dence. “We’ve certainly got a plan.” 

 Although Kelley acknowledged that 
nothing much will happen until a new mayor 
takes offi ce in January, he said the legislation 
allows the city to begin to tackle the digital 
divide instead of just debating it. 
 “We could talk about this forever,” he 
said. “We’re stepping up and putting some 
skin in the game.”
Editor’s Note: This article was produced 
and provided to the Plain Press by The 
Land. The Land is an online newsletter that 
reports on Cleveland neighborhoods and 
inner ring suburbs. To subscribe to The Land 
visit: www.thelandcle.org. The author of this 
article, Lee Chilcote, is editor of The Land.

BROADBANDBROADBAND
continued from page onecontinued from page one

position are Andrea Nelson Moore and 
Michael R. Sliwinski.
 Most City Council Wards in the Plain 
Press service area also feature contests. 
Voters in Wards 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 
will have an opportunity to vote for the 
candidate they would like to represent 
them in Cleveland City Council over the 
next four years.
 In Ward 3, incumbent Kerry McCor-
mack will face challenger 
 In Ward 11, incumbent Brian Mooney 
will face challenger Michael Hardy.
 In Ward 13, two candidates are 
competing to fi ll the position vacated by 
mayoral candidate Kevin Kelley. Facing 
off in the contest are council candidates 
Kris Harsh and Kate Warren.
 In Ward 12, incumbent Anthony 
Brancatelli will face challenger Rebecca 
Maurer.
 In Ward 14, incumbent Jasmin San-
tana will face challenger Nelson Cintron 
Jr.
 In Ward 15, incumbent Jenny Spencer 
will face challenger Chris Murray.
 In Ward 16, incumbent Brian Kazy is 
running unopposed

 Voters will also be asked to vote yes or no on a proposed amendment to the 
Charter of the City of Cleveland. The amendment appears below:

24 - Cleveland Charter Amendment (By Petition) Proposed Charter 
Amendment (By Petition) City of Cleveland. A majority affi rmative vote 
is required for passage.
24: Shall the Charter of the City of Cleveland be amended by amending and replacing existing 
Sections 115-1, 115-2, 115-3 and 115-4, and enacting new Sections 115-5 and 119-1 of the 
Charter to reorganize the Offi ce of Professional Standards as subordinate to the Civilian Police 
Review Board rather than the executive head of the police force; to require that the Civilian Po-
lice Review Board receive funding in an amount equal to at least 1% of the budget of the police 
force; to expand the duties of the Civilian Police Review Board to include issuing complaints 
alleging any misconduct by Cleveland police offi cers or Division of Police employees; to require 
a full and complete investigation of all complaints against Division of Police employees and any 
additional allegations discovered in the investigation; to require the imposition of no less than 
the minimum discipline that the Civilian Police Review Board recommends against the police 
offi cer or employee unless the executive head of the police force imposes lesser discipline 
based on clear and convincing evidence establishing that the Civilian Police Review Board 
erred and the Civilian Police Review Board does not overrule such lesser discipline; to prescribe 
termination as presumed discipline for certain conduct absent mitigating factors; to establish the 
Community Police Commission and provide for the appointment, composition and qualifi cations 
of its members and their minimum compensation; to provide a minimum funding obligation of 
$1 million for the budget of the Community Police Commission with annual increases plus an 
amount equal to 0.5% of the annual police budget for grants to community-based groups; to 
provide for the duties of the Community Police Commission, which include serving as the fi nal 
authority over the suffi ciency of discipline of Division of Police offi cers, serving as the fi nal au-
thority over Cleveland Division of Police policies and procedures and the Division’s recruitment 
and examinations of police recruits and the Division’s training of police offi cers, compiling and 
maintaining employee records, conducting advocacy and outreach efforts, and hiring its own legal 
counsel when it deems necessary; to provide for an Executive Director and minimum staffi ng 
levels for the Community Police Commission; to provide for the duties of the Executive Director 
of the Community Police Commission, including contracting authority; and to provide that this 
amendment supersedes and controls over previously adopted Charter provisions, ordinances, 
and collective bargaining agreements?

WHAT’S ON BALLOT?WHAT’S ON BALLOT?
cotinued from page 6cotinued from page 6
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                   PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, September 5, 2021, Kamal’s Garden, 4301 Clark Avenue: Abbas 
Alhilali, a refugee from Iraq, volunteers through US Together’s Connect with 
Cleveland offi ce, in a “Painting Our Neighborhood” project. He is painting 
creative images on the tires stacked around the garden. Both Abbas Alhilali and 
his daughter Haneen Abbas are also actors in the Masrah Cleveland Al-Arabi 
theatre ensemble at Cleveland Public Theatre.

UTILITIES FOR ALLUTILITIES FOR ALL
continued from page 3continued from page 3

balances or are having trouble 
making bill payments should con-
tact CPP at 216-664-4600. Other 
assistance programs, including 
COVID-19 relief funds, are avail-
able to eligible customers through 
the CHN Housing Partners (216-
774-2349) and Step Forward (216-
696-9077). This information can 
also be found on the CPP web-
site www.cpp.org/Assistance-pro-
grams.
 Dominion Energy Payment Plans
offers both short-term payment ex-
tensions and long-term payment 
plans to help residential and com-
mercial customers manage their 
balances and catch up over time. 
Customers may qualify for one of 
several Dominion Energy or State 
of Ohio programs. Dominion offer-

ings include: Budget Billing, which 
allows customers to pay a fi xed 
budget amount each month based 
on annual gas usage; and Budget 
Plus which offers additional fl exibil-
ity for customers who enroll in our 
Budget Plus payment plan. Under 
Budget Plus, customers pay their 
budget payment, plus an amount 
against their past-due balance over 
a maximum of 12 months. Another 
Dominion plan called Current-Plus 
Plan allows customers with a past-
due balance to pay their current 
monthly bill, plus an installment of 
the total account balance at the 
time they enroll in the plan that 
spreads the balance over multiple 
months. A Dominion plan, called 
The One-Ninth Plan, allows cus-
tomers to pay one-ninth of their 
total account balance each month 
plus a calculated budget amount.
 As night fell, Charlie Mosbrook, 
an award-winning songwriter, per-

former, and advocate for American 
folk music, tuned his guitar in front 
of a microphone. “I wrote this song 
a few years ago for everybody 
standing up for themselves and 
their basic right to live,” he said. 

It’s called: 
“Remember Who We Are.”

Remember who we are...
We are scientists and teachers
Reporters on TV,  Investigators, 

lawyers

The facts are plain to see
The evidence is obvious
Don’t look the other way

We will come from near and far
Remember who we are...
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Cleveland City Council President and 
Mayoral Candidate Kevin J. Kelley

Mayoral Candidate Justin Bibb

between Zack Reed, Basheer Jones, 
and Sandra Williams. Political outsider 
and attorney from West Park Ross 
DiBello eked out 1.6 percent of the 
votes. 
 In a phone interview, Bibb said if 
elected mayor he intends to build an 
administrative cabinet that shares his 
values and vision for the city including 
modernizing City Hall so it’s totally 
transparent. 
 “Changing management is not easy. 
The biggest thing I need to do as mayor 
is to create systems internally where 
front line city employees and middle 
level managers, and commissioners 
along with cabinet level directors, have 
a continuous feedback loop between 
my offi ce and what’s happening in our 
departments.” 
 Bibb said as mayor, he understands 
that he cannot solve problems in 
isolation. The next mayor must work 
in collaboration with local businesses 
and foundations, CEO’s and grassroots 
activists to identify the needs of front-
line workers. While many of the 

hardest decisions as mayor won’t come 
as consensus decisions, he believes that 
data driven, fact-oriented information, 
and input from his cabinet team 
and other trusted advisors from the 
community will inform his decision-
making process. 
 “I will make decisions in the 
best interest to serve the citizens of 
Cleveland,” he stressed.
 Recognizing a need for 
accountability, he plans to 
reconstitute the Mayor’s offi ce of 
Data and Performance Management 
(Quality Control and Performance 
Management) and implement a data-
tracking and management tool called 
CitiStat to manage all city programs 
and services. This program enables 
the mayor’s offi ce to monitor overtime 
and sick leave in real-time, providing 
ammunition to crack down on chronic 
absenteeism. He has to trust city 
employees to do their best, Bibb said. 
But when it comes to earning his trust, 
he takes his mother’s advice.  
 “As my mother would say, well 
done is better than well said. I have to 
look at someone’s past body of work as 
the best indicator of who I can trust.”

 He plans to rely heavily on 
his leadership team to create an 
engaging environment that will lead 
to innovation. Negotiating on behalf 
of the city is a collective process, 
he said. Recognizing that there are 
many different paths to a goal, using 

up-to-date information and data, and 
showing up in good faith to solve the 
problem is paramount to a successful 
outcome.   
 “The best leaders have the 
emotional intelligence to delegate and 
give people the autonomy to do their 
jobs. When you create an environment 

where people can think big and bold, to 
take smart risks, that’s the best culture 
for innovation to foster and thrive.”
 Bibb credits his working-class 
upbringing in southeast Cleveland 
and fi rsthand experience watching his 
mother handle eviction notices and 
struggle to pay rent as learned life 
lessons that will serve him well as 
mayor. There’s more than one solution 
to poverty, he knows. 
 “Poverty comes from lack of 
education, safety, and true wealth 
creation opportunities in our city. 
Having a mayor who can think about 
these problems in a multi-faceted way 
will go a long way towards moving the 
needle in terms of addressing poverty 
in our city.”
 For Bibb, a modern and responsive 
city hall is the most important policy 
reform to pursue as mayor. He wants 
police to show up on time when called 
and respect the constitutional rights 
of residents. High quality public 
education and good positioning for 
job creation are fundamental rights. A 
positive public presence of the mayor 
beyond the election cycle will raise 
Cleveland’s confi dence, according 
to him, and encourage residents to 
participate in the governing process.
 “Having a mayor who can get on 
a plane and pitch Cleveland to the 
country and world will go a long way. 
We need a mayor that can work with the 
governor and state legislature, county 
executive and federal delegation in 
Washington D.C. This will give people 
confi dence that Cleveland is ready to 
get back to work. Cleveland is ready 
to climb out of this pandemic and build 
the most inclusive comeback in the 
city’s history.”
 With voter turnout near a record low, 
Bibb believes City Hall is to blame. 
Denying a minimum wage policy and 
refusing public comment at city council 
meetings until recently undermines the 
confi dence of city residents. Without 
a voice, city residents won’t vote. A 
mayor should provide straightforward 
leadership during a pandemic, with 
support for and direct access to the 
vaccine. A better model in policing 
during the post George Floyd era is 

needed. 
 “Social justice is a core value of 
mine. I saw it in my mom’s persistence 
and fi ght to give me a high-quality shot 
at life by making personal sacrifi ces. 
I saw it in my grandmother’s social 
activism organizing at the height 
of the crack epidemic in southeast 
Cleveland for better policing and 
more accountable public safety,” Bibb 
said. “Throughout the arc of my life 
and career, regardless of working in 
business or in the nonprofi t world, or 
just being a civic activist, social justice 
has been the unifying theme of my 
career and journey. That’s why I’m 
running for mayor.”
 Bibb would like to use the Cleveland 
Public Library system as a front door 
to City Hall to make city services 
more readily available to the general 
public. Additional funding for public 
transit and eradicating food deserts in 
low-income areas of the city would 
have a positive day-to-day impact on 
residents. He wants to see more public 
parks and a lake front development 
that’s competitive with other cities 
across the country. 
 Among the many people he met 
along the campaign trail was Marilyn 
Burns, a long-time resident of the 
Woodhill/Buckeye neighborhood 
where she is a community advocate, 
a volunteer for the Healthy Eating, 
Active Living (HEAL) initiative, and 
a Ward 6 Precinct Committee Member. 
Burns gave Bibb some advice. 
 “Marilyn told me to show up. 
Politicians only show up when it’s 
election season. We never hear from 
you after that. Until we change that 
paradigm, we’re going to see a lack 
of engagement in the city,” he said. 
“I want to turn the page on that as 
mayor.”
 When asked, “What would you do 
if you lose the election?” Bibb replied, 
“I’m planning on winning, so I’m not 
worried about that.”
Editor’s Note: The Plain Press con-
tacted the Kevin Kelley campaign to 
interview the candidate for this article, 
but he was not available in time for this 
publication. We hope to include an article 
with an interview of Kevin Kelley in the 
next issue of the Plain Press.

JUSTIN BIBBJUSTIN BIBB
continued from page onecontinued from page one

the city a $415,125 grant from Cuyahoga 
County to enforce domestic-violence war-
rants. Kelley said the legislation was sloppy 
and he postponed a vote, rather than voting 
later that day, according to Documenter 
Mildred Seward’s notes on the Aug. 18 
Committee of the Whole meeting. 

A closer look at legislation 
passed on introduction

 Council passed 584 ordinances and emer-
gency ordinances between January 2020 and 
May 2021. Ninety-six percent passed without 
a single vote against them, according to the 
Cleveland Documenters review of The City 
Record.
 A nearly identical pattern emerged among 
the votes on suspending the rules. Out of 
about 9,000 opportunities for council mem-
bers to vote on suspension, they tallied 36 
nay votes, none of which ever combined for 
enough votes to prevent suspension.
 Cleveland Documenters homed in on the 
26 percent of legislation that council passed 
in the same meeting it was introduced.
 Passing legislation on the day it is in-
troduced eliminates the dynamic vetting 
process Griffi n described. Council’s rules
say legislation to be passed “on introduction” 
must be “considered informally” by at least 
one committee, so long as “circumstances 
permit.” The relevant committee chair usu-
ally handles this informal consideration, but 
there is no meeting, Deputy Clerk of Council 
Allan Dreyer said.
 “The point of introducing and approving 
legislation under suspension is that there is an 
urgent need that cannot wait for a meeting,” 
he wrote in an email.
 All the items passed the fi rst time they 
were read were also emergency ordinances. 
More than half authorized the use of casino 
revenue funds, which are a portion of the 5 
percent of casino tax revenue that the City 
of Cleveland gets each year that council 
members get to spend. In 2020, it was about 
$9.7 million. 
 Those funds went to neighborhood pro-
grams that provide computer training, offer 
music education, renovate the storefronts of 
small businesses, and more. That legislation 
is not controversial and would not have to be 
read on three separate days because no one 
would object to it, Ward 16 Council Repre-
sentative Brian Kazy said in an interview. 
 Council also passed several items the 
same day they were introduced that carry 
citywide impact, including handing over its 
authority to approve some vendors and their 
compensation to the city’s Board of Control, 
which is made up of members of the mayor’s 
cabinet and city department heads.
 One example of that legislation authorized 
the implementation of The Division of In-
formation Technology & Services (ITS) 
2020 Capital Project Plan. The plan calls 
for sweeping upgrades to city departments’ 
computer and internet infrastructure. The 
legislation authorized the city to engage with 
multiple vendors and consultants to execute 
the plan. The funding would come from 
bonds — a type of loan — secured in 2020 
for this purpose. The project was estimated to 
total $5,358,700 in capital costs, according to 
a legislative summary obtained by Cleveland 
Documenters via a public-record request.
 In 2021, council passed an ITS plan 

the same week it was introduced that was 
estimated to carry $5,000,000 in capital 
costs, according to a legislative summa-
ry available on Legistar.
 Another initiative passed on introduction 
gave the Board of Control authority over ven-
dors and compensation involved in the de-
velopment of violence-prevention programs 
for the city’s Neighborhood Resource and 
Recreation Centers.
 Ward 2 City Council Representative 
Kevin Bishop said he thinks council should 
retain that authority as much as possible, 
but sometimes the experts on the Board of 
Control are best positioned to make those 
decisions.
 “If you have synergy through the govern-
ment, you tend to rely on the professionals 
in some instances,” Bishop said.
 Council members also said ordinances 
accepting grants could be passed quickly. 
And that happens, as the ORP legislation 
showed. 

 In 2020, council also passed legislation 
on introduction that authorized the city to get 
$250,000 from the State of Ohio — plus an 
$83,333 match from the city — for the oper-
ation of the Northern Ohio Law Enforcement 
Task Force (NOLETF), a coordination of 
regional law enforcement agencies focused 
on reducing drug trafficking and other 
drug-related crimes.
 Council may approve grants for NOLETF 
and ORP because it’s familiar with the pro-
grams, according to Griffi n.
 “Sometimes they’re just repeat grants, 
or sometimes there’s just amendments or 
addendums,” he said.
 Though ORP was new, Cleveland has 
participated in NOLETF since 2005. But 
even programs that have been around can 
stir debate. 
 This year, council passed a separate NO-
LETF grant after reading it on two different 
days. It was fi rst read by council on Dec. 2, 
2020, and it was discussed in a Jan. 20 Com-
mittee of the Whole meeting. There, Ward 
9 Council Member Kevin Conwell and Joe 
Jones, who represents Ward 1, expressed 
doubt about the program’s effectiveness in 
reducing crime.
 Later that day, in a regular council meet-
ing, council unanimously voted to approve 
the legislation, according to The City Record.

Calls for extended, 
thorough deliberation

 Since Cleveland Documenters began at-
tending meetings in November 2020, Docu-
menters have noted other instances of council 
members asking for more information or 
time. There were several examples during 
hearings on the budget, the biggest piece of 
legislation council passes each year.

PACE OF PASSAGEPACE OF PASSAGE
continued from page 5continued from page 5

continued on page 11continued on page 11
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

FOR SALE
12’ PELICAN FIBERGLASS 
FISHING BOAT with trailer and 
55 pound thrust trolling motor. 
Many accessories included. 
Asking $1000. Contact AL 216-
240-8156.

SEEKING  RENTAL
I MUST KEEP MY SECTION 
8 .  C A N ’ T  A F F O R D  D O U -
BLED RENT PRICES .  S top
stereotyping people on this. I am a 
decent working tenant. They help
with my rent. I pay a portion. Please 
help. I need someone to accept
my voucher. 216-312-9746.
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, September 5, 2021; Roberto Clemente Park, 3690 Seymour Avenue, 7th Annual Festival El Rumbón Melón: 
Stephanie Calderon, owner of A & E Party Needs, prepares cotton candy for a steady stream of customers.

Precinct E was 21.7%.
 Ward 3 Voters voting at Lakeview 
Community Center and Lakeview Tower 
Apartments -- Precincts G, A and H-- ac-
counted for 357 of the 2,985 votes cast in 
the primary election. Turnout in Precinct 
G was 17.1%. Turnout in Precinct A 
was 5.2% and turnout in Precinct H was 
15.1%.
 Ward 3 voters in Tremont voting at 
Tremont Montessori School and Pilgrim 
Congregational Church – Precincts F, 
O, K and P-- accounted for 657 of the 
2,985 Ward 3 votes cast in the primary 
in Ward 3. Turnout in Precinct F was 
23.9%. Turnout in Precinct O was 20.8%. 
Turnout in Precinct K was 21.3% and 
turnout in Precinct P was 16.7%.
 Ward 3 downtown voters voting at 
Rocket Mortgage Field House – Pre-
cincts I, L and Q – accounted for 503 of 

the 2,985 votes cast in the ward in the 
primary election. Turnout in Precinct I 
was 14.2%. Turnout in Precinct L was 
12.8%, and turnout in Precinct Q was 
7.2%.
 Ward 3 voters with their voting location 
at the Salvation Army on Clark Avenue, 
from Precincts J, M and S, cast 230 of 
the 2,985 votes cast in Ward 3 in the 
primary election. Precinct J had a turnout 
of 19.3%. The turnout in Precinct M was 
5.8%, and the turnout in Precinct S was 
6.8%.
 Ward 3 voters from Precinct N, voted 
at VFW Post 2850 on W. 61st in the 
Stockyard neighborhood. Only 46 voters 
from the precinct voted or 7.6% of the 
Precinct’s eligible voters.
 Only 21 voters from Ward 3 Precinct 
R, or 5.3% of the eligible voters in the 
precinct voted in the Primary. Precinct 
R is in the far southwest portion of Ward 
3, with a polling place at Halle School.
 Voter turnout varied in precincts in 
other wards served by the Plain Press.

VOTER TURNOUTVOTER TURNOUT
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Ward 15
 Ward 15 serves the Detroit Shoreway, 
Cudell, and Edgewater neighborhoods. 
The ward has 15,872 registered voters, 
the fourth highest number of registered 
voters among Cleveland City Council 
wards. However, with 2,604 voters voting 
in the primary, or 16.4% of the ward’s 
eligible voters, Ward 15 came in fi fth 
among Cleveland wards in the actual 
number of people voting.
 Like Ward 3, Ward 15’s precincts 
varied in voter turnout percentages.
 Precincts A, B, and C which vote 
at Louisa May Alcott School on Baltic 
Avenue accounted for 777 of the 2,604 
primary voters in the ward. Turnout 
in Precinct A was 23.7%. Turnout in 
Precinct B was 23.4%, and turnout in 
Precinct C was 29.5%.
 Ward 15 Precincts K and M, with a 
polling place at Gallagher School, ac-
counted fi r 354 of the 2,604 votes cast 
in Ward 15. Turnout in Precinct K was 
16% and Turnout in Precinct M as 26%.
 Ward 15 Precincts D, E, G, H, I and R 
with a polling place at Cudell Recreation 
Center accounted for 478 of the 2,604 
votes cast in the primary election in 
Ward 15. In Ward 15 Precinct D, 11.4% 
of eligible voters voted in the primary; in 
Precinct E, 8.3% of eligible voters cast 
a vote; in Precinct G, 7.5% of eligible 
voters cast a vote; in Precinct H, 12.6% 
of eligible voters voted; in Precinct I, 

7.5% of eligible voters participated in the 
primary; in Precinct R, the percentage of 
eligible voters participating in the primary 
was 8.5%.
 Ward 15 Precincts F, J, L and Q with a 
polling place at Michael Zone Recreation 
Center contributed 491 votes out of the 
total of 2,604 votes cast in the ward for 
the mayoral primary. Turnout varied by 
precinct with Precinct Q having a turnout 
of 21.3% of the eligible voters; Precinct J 
turning out 19.4% of eligible voters; Pre-
cinct F had a voter turnout rate of 6.5%; 
and Precinct L had the lowest percentage 
of eligible voters turning out to vote in 
all of Ward 15 with only 4% of eligible 
voters voting in the mayoral primary. Only 
27 of the 681 eligible voters in Ward 15 
Precinct L voted in the mayoral primary.
 Ward 15 Precincts N, O, and P with a 
polling place at Sagrada Familia Church 
cast 504 of the 2,604 votes cast by el-
igible voters in Ward 15 in the Mayoral 
Primary. Of the three precincts voting 
at Sagrada Familia, Precinct P had the 
highest turnout rate with 22.5% of eligible 
voters in the precinct showing up to vote; 
Precinct N was second with 21.3% of el-
igible voters participating in the primary; 
and Precinct O had the lowest turnout of 
the three precincts with 11.8% of eligible 
voters participating in the primary.

Ward 11
 Ward 11, which serves the Westown 
Community Development Corporation 
service area in the Midwest Side of 
Cleveland, has 14,302 registered vot-
ers. 1,676 of those voters voted in the 
mayoral primary, or 11.7% of the eligible 
voters.
 In addition to the mayor’s race, pri-
mary voters in Ward 11 had the task of 
voting for City Council and narrowing the 
fi eld from three to two candidates. The 
incumbent, Councilman Brian Mooney 
came in fi rst in the primary receiving 
766 votes, or 46.31% of the 1,654 votes 
cast in the Ward 11 City Council Primary 
Election. Candidate Michael Hardy came 
in second with 472 votes or 28.54% of 
the votes cast. Candidate Donna Woods 
came in third with 416 votes or 25.15% 
of the votes cast.
 Ward 11 voters in Precincts A and B 
with a polling place at Second Calvary 
Church contributed 215 of the 1,676 
votes cast in the mayoral primary in 
Ward 11. Turnout in Precinct A was 8.7%. 
Turnout in Precinct B was 17%.
 Ward 11 voters in Precincts C, D and 
L voted at the Beit Hanna Social Club 
and contributed 248 votes. Voter turnout 
in Precinct C was13.6% of the eligible 
voters. In Precinct D the turnout rate was 
5.2%. In Precinct L the turnout rate was 
9%.
 Ward 11 voters in Precincts E and G 
voted at the Westside Community School 
of the Arts and contributed 236 votes 
to the total. 12.7% of eligible voters in 
Precinct E voted in the primary. 11.7% 
of voters in Precinct G came out to vote.
 Ward 11 voters in Precincts F, H, J, 
and K voted at Halloran Skating Rink 
and contributed a total of 486 votes. In 
Precinct F 12.7% of eligible voters voted 
in the primary. In Precinct H the turnout 
was 17.2% of eligible voters. In Precinct 
J the turnout rate was 13.9%. In Precinct 
K the turnout was 8.4%.
 90 voters in Ward 11 Precinct M voted 
at Louisa May Alcott School. This repre-
sented 12.2% of registered voters in that 
precinct.
 65 voters in Ward 11 Precinct N voted 
at Cudell Recreation Center. This repre-
sented 12.4% of the eligible voters in the 
precinct.
 Ward 12 voters in Precincts O, P and I 
voted at Almira School and contributed a 
total of 336 votes out of the 1,676 votes 
cast in the mayoral primary in Ward 11.

Ward 12
 Ward 12 serves parts of the Southeast 
and Southwest sides of Cleveland. The 
ward has 13,869 eligible voters. 2,126 
people voted in the mayoral primary 
election or 15.2% of the eligible voters.
 In addition to the mayoral race, Ward 
12 voters weighed in on a City Council 
Primary that featured four candidates 
and ended up in the close fi nish between 
the top two candidates Incumbent Antho-
ny Brancatelli and challenger Rebecca 
Maurer. A total of 2,090 people voted in 
the City Council contest. The incumbent, 
Brancatelli, received 960 votes in the 
primary, or 45.93% of the 2,090 votes 
cast. Maurer came in a close second, 
receiving 882 votes or 42.2% of the 
votes cast. Shalira Taylor came in third 
with 182 votes, or 8.71% of the votes 
cast.  Tawayne McGee came in fourth 
with 66 votes, or 3.16% of the votes cast. 
Brancatelli and Maurer will now face off 
in the general election where voters will 
decide on who will represent them in City 
Council for the next four years.
 There are 19 precincts in Ward 12. 
Ten precincts are on the Southwest 

side in Old Brooklyn, Brooklyn Centre 
and Tremont. Nine precincts are on the 
Southeast side. 
 The voting pattern in Ward 12 is a 
clear example of the difference turnout 
can make in just a few precincts. The 
ten Southwest side precincts contributed 
1,479 votes out of the 2,126 cast in the 
mayoral primary in Ward 12 The nine 
Southeast side precincts contributed 647 
votes.
 The big difference in the totals of the 
votes came from just four precincts in 
Old Brooklyn (M, N, O &P) where voter 
turnout was much higher than the Ward 
average. Voters in the four precincts that 
voted at the Brooklyn Heights United 
Church of Christ on West Schaaf Road 
contributed 940 of the 2,126 votes cast in 
the mayoral contest in Ward 12. Precinct 
M contributed 220 votes with 31.7% of 
eligible voters voting. Precinct N con-
tributed 181 votes with 21.3% of eligible 
voters voting. Precinct O contributed 276 
votes or 33.1% of the eligible voters in 
the precinct. Precinct P contributed 263 
votes, with 32% of the eligible voters 
casting a ballot.
 Ward 12 voters in Precincts A and Q, 
who voted at Denison Elementary School 
contributed 133 of the 2,126 votes cast 
by Ward 12 residents in the Primary 
Election. 10.3 % or eligible voters voted 
in Precinct A and 8.5% of eligible voters 
voted in Precinct Q.
 Ward 12 voters in Precinct S, voted 
at Luis Munoz Marin Middle School 
on Scranton Road in Tremont. They 
contributed 66 votes to the total number 
of votes cast in Ward 12 and 16.3% of 
eligible voters voted.
 Voters in Ward 12 Precincts B, C, and 
R voted at Pearl Road UMC and con-
tributed 340 votes to the total for Ward 
12. Turnout in Precinct B was11.5%. 
Turnout in Precinct C was 17%. Turnout 
in Precinct R was 10%.
 The three Ward 12 polling places on 
the Southeast side are Mound Stem 
Academy, Albert Bushnell Hart Elemen-
tary School, and Cleveland College Prep 
School.
 Voters in Ward 12 Precincts D and 
E voted at Mound Stem Academy and 
contributed 120 votes out of the 2,126 
votes cast in Ward 12. Precinct D had 
a voter turnout rate of 9.3%. Precinct E 
had a voter turnout rate of 10.6%.
 Voters in Ward 12 Precincts F, G, 
H, and I voted at Albert Bushnell Hart 
School and contributed 284 votes. Pre-
cinct F had a voter turnout rate of 10.7%. 
Precinct G had a voter turnout rate of 
7.1%. Precinct H had a voter turnout rate 
of 10.2%. Precinct I had a voter turnout 
rate of 8.1%.
 Voters in Ward 12 Precincts J, K and L 
voted at Cleveland College Prep School 
and contributed 243 votes. Precinct J 
had a voter turnout rate of 8.3%. Precinct 
K had a voter turnout rate of 11.7%. Pre-
cinct L had a voter turnout rate of 13.3%.

Ward 14
 Ward 14 serves the Clark Fulton 
neighborhood and parts of the Brooklyn 
Centre, Tremont, Stockyard and West 
Boulevard neighborhoods.  With only 
13,029 registered voters, Ward 14 has 
fewer registered voters than any ward 
in Cleveland except Ward 5 which has 
the lowest number of registered voters 
in Cleveland with 12,433 registered vot-
ers. However, Ward 14 had the fewest 
people turn out to vote of any ward in 
Cleveland with only 918 people voting 
in the September 14th Primary Election. 
This represents 7% of the eligible voters 
in the ward.  In Ward 5, the turnout was 
8.6%, with 1,075 people voting in the 
primary.
 The voter turnout of just 918 voters in 
all of Ward 14 (16 precincts) represents 
less than the turnout of 930 voters in 
just the four Ward 12 precincts in Old 
Brooklyn mentioned above.
 Ward 14 voters in the western part of 
the ward in Precincts A, E, F and P voted 
at Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana at 
6800 Denison Avenue and contributed 
211 of the 918 votes cast in the mayoral 
primary in Ward 14. In Precinct A, 5% of 
eligible voters came out to vote in the 
primary. In Precinct E, the turnout was 
6.8% of eligible voters. In Precinct F 
the turnout was 7.8% of eligible voters. 
In Precinct P the turnout was 6.2% of 
eligible voters.
 40 people from Ward 14 Precinct B 
voted at the VFW Post 2850 on W. 61st 
Street just north of Storer Avenue. This 
represented just 4.8% of the 841 eligible 
voters in Precinct B, the precinct with 
the lowest turnout rate of any precinct 
in Ward 14.
 Ward 14 Precincts C and D voted at 
Denison Elementary School and contrib-
uted 155 votes of the 918 votes cast in 
the ward. The turnout rate in Precinct C 

continued on page 11continued on page 11
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Saturday, September 18, 2021; 2154 W. 85th Street: Halloween decorations are up early at this household.

3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
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• Respite Stays
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 Requests from council members for more 
information or time don’t indicate that a piece 
of legislation is good or bad. They show ef-
forts of oversight and accountability, which 
are sorely needed given the city’s economic 
reality, according to Ward 8 City Council 
Representative Michael Polensek.
 “If there’s ever a time in this city’s his-
tory that we need to be penny-wise and not 
pound foolish, it’s now,” he said. “We have 
to look at every dollar we’re spending, where 
it’s going, what kind of impact it is having, 
especially as it pertains to city service and 
delivery of city services.”
PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES

FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 In addition to three readings and public 
comment, the petition against Operation 
Relentless Pursuit called out council’s choice 
of declaring the legislation an emergency. 
Cleveland Documenters have been curious 
about that practice from the start of our work 
last year.
 Documenter Jack Barnes, in his notes on a 
Nov. 18, 2020, City Council meeting, asked, 
“Why were they ‘emergency ordinances?’ Is 
it just because of COVID that ‘emergency’ 
is warranted?”
 Emergency ordinances pre-date the pan-
demic. They don’t always indicate an emer-
gency as the word is commonly understood, 
according to Griffi n, who added that council 
uses them mainly because they’re practical 
and effi cient.
 “The clerk’s offi ce, if there’s no objection, 
then they’re going to take the effi cient route 
to move the legislation along and tag it with 
emergency,” he said.
 Council passed 97 percent of its ordinanc-
es as emergency ordinances between January 
2020 and May 2021. Some initiated a mask 
mandate, extended garbage-truck leases, and 
purchased rock salt. 
 Another authorized the creation of a 

Rocky Colavito Jr. statue, honoring the 
beloved Cleveland baseball player. Passed 
in November 2020, the “emergency” statue 
was unveiled Aug. 10. 
 “Why would it be important for us to make 
it sit there for another three weeks?” Griffi n 
said. “That’s three weeks that they would 
have lost that they could have just started 
embedding and putting in the statue to have it 
ready for the biggest Italian-heritage festival 
in this region [the Feast of the Assumption].” 
 Emergency ordinances carry an additional 
layer of signifi cance. Their shorter timeline 
to becoming effective — and in many cases 
activating contracts — can complicate 
referendum efforts, where residents gather 
signatures to force passed laws to be repealed 
or put on the ballot for a citywide vote. Some 
types of emergency ordinances aren’t sub-
ject to a referendum at all. 

Alternatives to the “three read-
ings” rule and the handling 

of emergency ordinances
 Though the practice of reading legislation 
on three different days and designating it an 
emergency is common, there are alternatives 
— in theory and in practice. The Model 
City Charter, a blueprint for municipal rule 
produced by the National Civic League, says 
councils must publish proposed legislation 
and hold a public hearing on it no sooner 
than seven days later, allowing anyone who 
is interested to speak. If any amendments 
are made to the legislation, the process starts 
from the beginning. Emergency ordinances 
can be passed on introduction, but they last 
for only 60 days.
 “[The Model City Charter] gives citizens 
a chance to participate before the council 
processes [legislation], and they’ll be present 
when the council deals with the ordinance,” 
CSU’s Keller said. “The three readings 
doesn’t ensure that.” 
 Many city charters have the three-read-
ings rule, Keller said. But some cities have 
modifi ed versions or are entirely different. 
Cleveland Documenters found differences 
ranging from subtle — like Akron, where its 

council has a setup similar to Cleveland’s but 
requires public hearings for certain zoning 
ordinances — to pronounced — like Pitts-
burgh, where its council must wait at least 
seven days after legislation is introduced to 
take a fi nal action and must hold a public 
hearing for select types of legislation. If 25 
or more registered voters sign and deliver a 
petition no more than three days after notice 
of a proposed law’s introduction, Pittsburgh 
City Council must hold a public hearing, 
regardless of the type of legislation.
 Pittsburgh does not use emergency or-
dinances, but its charter doesn’t mandate a 
specifi c “cooling off” period before passed 
laws take effect. Its council can decide to take 
fi nal action on legislation sooner if it deems 
a situation is urgent.

Differing perspectives, one result 
 Ultimately, there seems to be a difference 
between the public’s view of its opportunities 
to participate in local government and the 
council’s view.
 “I think when the public sees a piece of 
legislation out there and they want a council 
person to vote a certain way, trust me, we 
hear from them,” Kazy said, adding that 
public input makes council members better 
legislators.
 The public and residents have more than 
enough time and opportunity to participate, 
added Griffi n, who mentioned committee 
meetings and his ward meetings as chances 
for public involvement. 
 The reality of fast-moving legislation, 

lack of public comment, and limited meeting 
notice can result in a sense of disengagement 
or a belief that council doesn’t value resi-
dents’ input, which University Circle resident 
Jennifer Frymier shared in an interview with 
Documenter Gennifer Harding-Gosnell.
 “People don’t do things unless they get 
something out of it. There has to be more of 
an incentive,” Frymier said of participation 
in local government. “If they’re not really 
feeling like they’re benefi tting from it, then 
what’s the point?”

Editor’s Note: The Plain Press received 
this article by by Doug Breehl-Pitorak 
courtesy of Cleveland Documenters.  Docu-
menters Gennifer Harding-Gosnell, Daniel 
McLaughlin, Keith Yurgionas and Emma 
Andrus contributed to this reporting. Cid 
Standifer created the graphics. To learn 
more about Cleveland Documenters click the 
CLE Documenters tag on the NeighborUp 
website at: www.neighborupcle.org or visit 
the Cleveland documents site on www.doc-
umenters.org.
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was 9.4%. The voter turnout in Precinct 
D was9.7%.
 62 people in Ward 14 Precinct G voted 
at Luis Munoz Marin School on Scranton 
Road. This represented 9.1% of the 
eligible voters in the precinct.
 Ward 14 Precincts H, I, J, and O voted 
at Lincoln West High School contributing 
221 votes to the 918 votes cast by Ward 
14 voters. 8.7% of eligible Precinct H vot-
ers cast ballots. 5.0% of eligible Precinct 
I voters voted in the primary. 8% of the 
eligible voters turned out to vote in Pre-
cinct J. The percentage of eligible voters 
participating in the primary in Precinct O 
was 5.2%.
 Ward 14 Precincts K and L voted at 
the Fulton Branch Library and contribut-
ed 129 votes. In Precinct K, 8% of the 
eligible voters turned out to vote in the 
primary. In Precinct L, 6.8% of the eligible 
voters participated in the primary.
 48 voters in Ward 14 Precinct M voted 
at the Salvation Army on Clark Avenue. 
This represents 5.1% of the 938 eligible 
voters in the precinct.
 52 voters in Ware 14 Precinct N voted 
at Walton Elementary School. This rep-

resents 7.5% of the eligible voters in the 
precinct.

Citywide
 Citywide, outside of the Plain Press 
service in areas not already mentioned 
above, low voter turnout also prevailed.
 In Ward 2, 14.9% of the 14,020 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 2,084 voters.
 In Ward 4, 17.7 percent of the 
13,934 eligible voters participated in 
the primary, or 2,461 voters.
 In Ward 6, 13.7% of the 14,023 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 1,917 voters.
 In Ward 7, 12.8% of the 14,614 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 1,856 voters.
 In Ward 8, 17.2% of the 14,334 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 2,468 voters.
 In Ward 9, 12.8% of the 14,562 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 1,865 voters.
 In Ward 10, 12.6% of the 13,582 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 1,718 voters.
 In Ward 16, 14.1% of the 14,241 eli-
gible voters participated in the primary, 
or 2,010 voters.

VOTER TURNOUTVOTER TURNOUT
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FREE college and trade school tuition 
scholarships for four-year CMSD grads! 
Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

TODAY FOR
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2021-22 School Year!

ChooseCMSD.org

Visit ClevelandMetroSchools.org to learn 
about ways we are keeping our students 

and staff safe in the classroom… and more.

Call 216.838.3675 to speak 
with an enrollment specialist.
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