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Lead testing with Case Western Reserve University. 
See related article below.

    PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LAND
Ron Shelton of High Art Fridays with artwork he’s making from kitty litter 
containers. 

                  PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, January 20, 2022; Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority’s 
(GCRTA) W. 25th- Ohio City Rapid Station: GCRTA rapid rider Christopher 
Wallace says when RTA shut down the buses and the rapid on Monday, Jan-
uary 17th he couldn’t use the bus or rapid to get to Minute Men where he goes 
for work, or to go to the shelter and to other locations on the West Side he 
usually goes to. Wallace, who is homeless, said he walked around the city for 
hours. Cleveland Public Radio reported RTA shut down all its bus and rapid 
services because of numerous buses stuck in the snow on Cleveland streets 
and braking issues with RTA trains. See related letter to the editor on page 3.

             PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LAND
A student at the Rhodes School of Environmental Studies weaves a mat out of plastic bags.

Full circle: Local initiative aims to rev up circular economy in Cleveland
by Lee Chilcote
 Plastic is everywhere, and we can’t 
seem to get rid of it. It litters our streets, 
clogs up our waterways, and fi lls up our 
landfi lls. So why not turn it into art, pro-
tecting the environment while creating 
something lasting and beautiful at the 
same time? 
 That’s the attitude of Ron Shelton, 
a Cleveland-based artist and self-de-
scribed “plastic hoarder” who turns 
plastic trash into mats, sculptures, and 
other artwork. Shelton, who recently 
bought a home in the Fairfax neighbor-
hood and turned the fi rst fl oor into his 
studio, got inspired when he saw other 
artists making art out of plastic. 
 “What I kept seeing four years ago 

was artists from all over the world 
using plastics they collected from their 
environment in their artwork,” said 
Shelton, a Columbus native who moved 
to Cleveland 14 years ago. “And it 
changed my life. So, four years ago, I 
started plastic hoarding myself. I didn’t 
recycle any plastic, I saved it, and the 
amount of plastics I collected in just one 
month was mind-boggling.”
 Shelton wanted to do something 
sustainable with the plastic he was col-
lecting in his basement, knowing that if 
he tried to recycle it, much of it would 
wind up in a landfi ll. According to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
only 9% of plastic is truly recycled. The 
rest ends up in landfi lls and takes more 

than 400 years to degrade. 
 So, the Black artist began working 
with plastics as a medium. He began 
weaving plastic bags into mats, turn-
ing discarded kitty litter boxes into 
sculptures, and making raincoats from 
sheets of plastic. Today, he works with 
a nonprofi t artist collective he created 
called High Art Fridays, many of whose 
members also sell artwork made out of 
plastic. 

Circular Cleveland 
 Shelton is an ambassador for Cir-
cular Cleveland, a new initiative led 
by the nonprofi t Cleveland Neighbor-
hood Progress (CNP) and the City of 
Cleveland. Its goal is to promote the 
continued on page 4continued on page 4

Why has childhood lead testing plummeted in 
Cleveland, and what can be done about it?
by El Jay’Em
 Mayor Justin Bibb’s offi ce recently 
posted a position for a senior strategist 
to oversee the city’s efforts to combat 
lead poisoning who would report to the 
mayor. The position aims to be pivotal 
in helping Cleveland fi nally address its 
childhood lead poisoning problem. One 
of the issues the new cabinet member 
will have to tackle is the plummeting 
numbers of children screened for the 
toxin during the pandemic. 
 Recent studies by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
found that, nationwide, half a million 
fewer children were tested for lead 
exposure during the fi rst half of 2020 
than during the same period in 2019. 
That’s potentially 10,000 children with 
elevated blood-lead levels who escaped 
notice. 
 A similar scenario is playing out in 
the city of Cleveland. According to the 
Ohio Department of Health, testing 
among Cleveland kids under the age 
of 6 has decreased dramatically, from 
around 13,500 children per year as 

recently as 2019 to only 8,600 in 2020 
and 9,600 in 2021. 
 Lead is an environmental toxin that 
affects the brain, heart, bones, kidneys, 
and nervous system. The CDC has de-
termined that there is no safe level of 
lead in the bloodstream, especially for 
children. 
 Lead is a particular threat to North-
east Ohio. According to the Lead Safe 
Cleveland Coalition, over 90 percent 
of rental units in Cleveland were built 
before 1978, when the federal govern-
ment banned lead-based paint for use in 
residential homes. This disproportion-
ately affects low-income households, 
and especially their children. 
 Ohio began taking steps before the 
pandemic to address the childhood lead 
poisoning crisis, including in 2020-
2021: providing $10 million to fund 
lead assessments, lead remediation, and 
lead-safe housing advertisements; up to 
$10 million for lead abatement; $4 mil-
lion for the Help Me Grow program to 

continued on page 5continued on page 5

Cleveland City Council holds retreat to orient 
new members and refresh re-elected members
by Bruce Checefsky
 The same week Mayor Justin Bibb 
took offi ce, Cleveland City Council 
met for a three-day retreat to introduce 
new council members and familiarize 
returning council members on the in-
ner workings of City Hall. The in-per-
son meeting took place at the lower 

level of Public Hall. 
 “The retreat will touch on many 
topics, both internal council processes, 
and issues that deal with constituent 
services and the roles and programs 
different city departments provide,” 
said Council President-elect Blaine A. 
Griffi n in a press release. “I thought it 

was a good idea to give the new coun-
cil members the orientation they need, 
as well as review things with re-elected 
council members. Everyone can use a 
refresher.”
 Lee Fisher, Dean and Joseph C. 
Hostetler-BakerHostetler Chair in Law 
at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
at Cleveland State University, spoke 
to council members on day one. Fish-
er served as Lt. Governor under Ted 
Strickland from 2007 until 2011, and 
Ohio Attorney General, State Sena-
tor, and State Representative. He was 
president and CEO of the Centers for 
Families and Children. He also served 
as President/CEO of CEOs for Cities, 
a national organization aimed at eco-
nomic development in urban areas. 
His motivational speech had anecdotes 
from his personal life and political ca-
reer. He made several suggestions for a 
smooth transition to a new administra-
tion.
 “Change in America today and for 
the foreseeable future can be from the 
bottom up, not the top down. Wash-
ington is broken and dysfunctional. I 
would argue that if you want to change 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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                    PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LAND
Yvonka Hall at a protest at Cleveland City Hall.  See related story on page one.

ARTS
STUDENT THEATRE ENRICH-
MENT PROGRAM (STEP) AU-
DITIONS: Cleveland Public Theatre 
announces auditions for the Student 
Theatre Enrichment Program will be 
held via ZOOM on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 16 from 6-8 p.m. or Sunday, March 
6 from 1:30- 4p.m. STEP is a summer 
arts-based job training program that 
engages Cuyahoga County teens ages 
14-19 in a powerful 8-week intensive 
program that focuses on excellence in 
performance, play creation, physical 

theatre, writing, production and set de-
sign/construction. Youths, ages 14-19, 
work together to create, produce, per-
form, and tour an original piece that they 
create as an ensemble. To RSVP for the 
auditions, or to ask questions contact: 
Nicole Sumlin, CPT Education Director 
by email at nsumlin@cptonline.org  or 
by phone at 216-631-2727 ext. 203, or
Allyse Corbin, Education Associate by 
email at acorbin@cptonline.org, or by 
phone at 216-390-8352.
IN CONCERT: PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND THE VIOLIN from the col-

lection of Evan Mirapaul will be at 
the Transformer Station, 1460 W. 29th

Street, thru April 3, 2022. Public recep-
tion: Friday, February 11 from 6-8 p.m. 
Museum hours: Wednesday – Sunday: 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. TransformerStation.
org.
INLET DANCE THEATRE is offer-
ing tours of its new space at the Pivot 
Center for Art, Dance & Expression, 
2937 W. 25th Street. Come learn about 
dance classes for children and adults 
and the availability of scholarships. To 
schedule a private tour contact LIBBY.
KOBA@INLETDANCE.ORG.
BLAQUE CLEVELAND: The Galler-
ies at Cleveland State University (CSU), 
1307 Euclid Avenue, present the exhibi-
tion Blaque Cleveland which explores 
landscapes, the human form, collages 
examining society, and photographs 
capturing young Black lives from four 
of Cleveland’s strongest voices in the 
Black Visual Arts Community. CSU 
alumnus and guest curator, Brendan 
Whitt, has assembled artists Daivon 
Sheppard, Isaiah Williams, Klara Book-
er and Dakaral Akil. Exhibit runs thru 
March 19. Opening reception: 3, 5-8 
p.m. Thursday night art talk on February 
17 from 5-6:30 p.m. with artists DAivon 
Shepherd and Isaiah Williams. Gallery 
viewing hours: Noon – 5 p.m. Tuesday 
thru Saturday.
QUIRE CLEVELAND will perform 
Bohemian Treasure: Demantius’ St. 
John Passion on Friday, March 4 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. John Cantius Church, 

906 College Avenue, in the Tremont 
neighborhood.

ASSISTANCE
THE LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD 
WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(LIHWAP) began on January 18, 
2022 and will end on September 30, 
2022. The program is designed to 
help Cuyahoga County residents with 
income at or below 175% of the fed-
eral poverty guidelines pay their water 
and wastewater bills. Applicants will 
be interviewed by phone or virtually. 
To make an appointment, call CHN 
Housing Partners at 216-350-8008, or 
schedule an appointment online at www.
chn.itfrontdesk.com. Income less than 
$175% of poverty is: $22,540 a year or 
less for a household of one; $30, 485 
a year or less for a household of two; 
$38,430 a year or less for a household 
of three; and $46,375 a year or less for 
a household of four.
RENTAL ASSISTANCE is available 
through a program at ESOP for residents 
of the City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga 
County who are having diffi culty mak-
ing rental payments due to the economic 
impact of the pandemic and who meet 
income eligibility requirements. Low 
to moderate-income residents impacted 
by COVID-19, experiencing unemploy-
ment and/or a reduction in household 
income are encouraged to apply. To 
learn how ESOP can help, call 216-361-
0718 or send an email to esopcalls@
benrose.org.
ADVOCATES FOR OHIO’S FU-
TURE’S 2022 OHIO PUBLIC PRO-
GRAM ELIGIBLITY GUIDE: OHIO 
WORKS FIRST: Cash assistance 
program funded through the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families Block 
Grant. Majority of cases are child only. 
Gross income eligibility limit: 50% 
of the Federal Poverty Level. Income 
limit for a family of four is $13,875. 
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 
ASSISTANCE PROGAM: Monthly 
hunger assistance program. Gross 
income eligibility: 130% of Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL). Income limit for 
a family of four: $36,075. Net income 
eligibility limit:100% FPL. MEDIC-

AID: Health insurance for low-income 
Ohioans, pregnant women, infants and 
children, older adults, and Ohioans 
with disabilities. Gross income eligibil-
ity limit: 138% FPL. Income limit for 
family of four: $38,295. PUBLICLY 
FUNDED CHILD CARE: Childcare 
subsidy program for Ohio families. 
Initial eligibility income limit: 142% 
FPL. Income limit for family of four: 
$39,405. Children with special needs 
income limit: 150% FPL. Income limit 
for family of four with Special Needs 
$41,625. For more information visit the 
Advocates for Ohio’s Future website at: 
www.advocatesforohio.org.
CLEVELAND FAMILY CENTER 
FOR MISSING CHILDREN AND 
ADULTS offers assistance to families 
searching for a missing loved one. For 
more information visit: www.cleveland-
missing.org.

CONSUMER HELP
CUYAHOGA COUNTY CONSUM-
ER AFFAIRS SCAM SQUAD: 216-
443-SCAM (7226).
COVID-19 AND YOUR MONEY: 
Struggling with money problems be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic? Get 
on track with facts and help from the 
federal Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB), a federal government 
agency that makes sure banks, lenders, 
and other financial companies treat 
you fairly. The CFPB can help you: 
avoid eviction or foreclosure; deal with 
student loans; stay on top of bills; care 
for your family’s budget; steer clear 
of scams; and know your rights. Visit: 
www.consumerfi nance.gov/covidrelief

COVID-19 TESTS
FREE AT HOME COVID-19 TESTS:
Every home in the United States is eligi-
ble to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 
tests. The tests are completely free. 
Orders will usually ship in 7-12 days. 
To order your tests visit www.covid-
tests.gov.

COVID-19 VACCINE
THE CLEVELAND DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH administers 
fi rst series, booster and additional vac-
cine doses to eligible adults ages 18 and 
older (and with consent, 5-17 year-old 
minors may receive the Pfi zer vaccine). 
For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, contact the Vaccine 
Help Line at 216-664-2222. Hours of 
operation are Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. You may also visit gettheshot.
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, January 20, 2022; Cha Spirits and Pizza Kitchen (formerly at W. 38th and Whitman, and before that at 
Battery Park) plans to reopen in the former VFW Post’s building at 2054 Fulton Road. According to articles by 
Anne Nickoloff in Cleveland.com (January 11, 2022, and April 28, 2021), the building is part of the Tinnerman Lofts 
development by the Dalad Group which rehabbed the former Tinnerman Stove Company building next door at 2048 
Fulton Road that more recently housed Vista Color Printing. Tinnerman Lofts has 51 lofts.

 “I’d like to thank Mayor Bibb for his 
swift action to eliminate the require-
ment for a Cleveland police officer 
to call a city prosecutor before taking 
a person to the Cuyahoga County Di-
version Center,” said Scott S. Osiecki, 
Chief Executive Offi cer of the Alcohol, 
Drug Addiction and Mental Health Ser-
vices (ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga 
County. “His decision and policy will 
help individuals living with mental 
illness and/or substance use disorders 
receive the care they need.”
 For more information about the 
Cuyahoga County Diversion Center, 
visit adamhscc.org/diversioncenter.

ADAMHS Board CEO Issues Statement Regarding Mayor Bibb’s 
Decision to Change City of Cleveland’s Diversion Center Policy

Homeowner’s bills higher in Cleveland than in Mentor
To the Editor:
 I would like to comment on your 
article in the December 2021 Plain 
Press on property taxes. I grew up 
in Mentor and own the home I grew 
up in, and currently rent it out. The 
property taxes for that house are 
much lower than the Cleveland 
house I currently live in, yet Mentor’s 
neighborhood is nicer and quieter.

LETTER
 I tend to believe that homeowners 
pay property taxes in Cleveland at 
a higher rate to make up for those 
who don’t pay them at all. There also 
seems to be a big difference in sew-
er and garbage charges between 
the two properties.
 The sewer has had charges be-
tween $70-$81 for the entire time 
I have owned the Mentor home, 
which has been since December 
1997, and is currently, and has al-
ways been, a three-month charge.
 The garbage is also a three-month 
charge, which has been from $16-
$30 throughout the same period.
 I cannot comment on the water 
charge, as the tenants pay that 
monthly.
 The charges for the Cleveland 
house are way more, and always 

have been. It seemed when the 
billing switched to monthly and 
garbage was added as a charge, 
the rates continue to increase. So, 
when I read about people on fi xed 
incomes that cannot afford to pay 
utilities and property taxes to live in 
Cleveland, it is not because we live 
in nice and quiet neighborhoods. 
There is defi nitely something else 
promoting these increases from time 
to time.
Pauline Clark

Why Did Cleveland’s RTA Shut 
Down Its Entire Rapid Rail System?
All Aboard Ohio Asks: Is this willful neglect?
To the editor:
 Cleveland’s fi rst snowstorm of 
2022 brought something more 
troubling than just snow. The 
Greater Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (GCRTA) shut down 
the “Rapid”, its rail-based transit 
service, even while snow-clogged 
streets forced the suspension of 
bus service on January 17th.

LETTER
All Aboard Ohio must ask: 

What about the regular riders 
who depend on the Rapid to 
connect with jobs, health care and 
school? What about those riders 
who use the buses and were left 
without the option of rail service? 
What happened from Sunday into 
Monday of this week damages 
the credibility of the authority and 
undermines the idea that GCRTA 
services are reliable. 
 As recently as 2019, GCRTA 
touted the reliability benefi ts of the 
Rapid during the winter: that the 
authority operated early-morning 
“snow trains” to keep tracks and 
overhead wires clear of snow 
and ice. Why weren’t those trains 
deployed? 
 Additionally, riders tell us that 
information about the shutdown, 
the reasons behind it and the 
schedule for the return to normal 

service was not readily available 
from GCRTA. The lack of any 
apology or explanation from 
GCRTA’s executive leadership 
indicates a lack of transparency and 
basic customer communication. 
Furthermore, the winter storm was 
predicted. Riders should have been 
alerted as the weekend began. 
 It’s bad enough that GCRTA has 
let the Rapid fall into disrepair from 
decades of neglect and a failure 
to fund and procure replacement 
of equipment, some of which is 
way beyond its designed life span.  
But a total shutdown of the Rapid 
along with all bus service makes 
us wonder if this approaches willful 
neglect on the part of GCRTA 
management.
 We call on the Mayor of the 
City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga 
County Executive, both of which 
are represented on the GCRTA 
Board, to appoint GCRTA board 
members that will address 
these issues with urgency. We 
also demand a full investigation 
of why those who depend on or 
choose to use public transit were 
literally left in the lurch by the 
decision to suspend rail service.
Stu Nicholson
Executive Director All Aboard Ohio

Read the Plain Press online at: https://plainpress.blogRead the Plain Press online at: https://plainpress.blog
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, January 20, 2022; Abbey Avenue Bridge: Several days after the fi rst large snowfall of the year, the sidewalk 
on the Abbey Avenue Bridge remains full of snow. This is true of sidewalks on bridges, under bridges and on freeway 
overpasses throughout the City of Cleveland. The City of Cleveland is responsible for clearing these sidewalks. In 
contrast the nearby Towpath Trail, managed by the Cleveland Metroparks, was found to be clear of snow, as was the 
Metroparks managed Red-Line Greenway. As Mayor Justin Bibb re-examines the way Cleveland responds to snow 
removal, pedestrians deserve some consideration – especially on sidewalks the City of Cleveland is responsible for 
clearing.

circular economy as a way of helping 
the environment and creating jobs and 
economic opportunity for residents. 
 The circular economy aims to keep 
materials in circulation as long as 
possible, and out of the waste stream. 
Many people may be part of the circular 
economy already without knowing it, 
through activities like helping a neigh-
bor fi x her lawnmower, lending tools, 
and composting yard waste. The oppo-
site of the circular economy is the linear 
economy, which relies on materials that 
can’t be reused.
 Last year, CNP and the City won a 
$476,000 grant from the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation to develop a circu-
lar economy roadmap that will help the 
City achieve its climate action plan and 
sustainability goals. CNP and the City 
have so far recruited ambassadors, fund-
ed small demonstration projects, and 

held community workshops. They’re set 
to release the roadmap early next year.
 The program will also create a request 
for proposals (RFP) for a new compost-
ing program at the West Side Market. 
The RFP is scheduled to be released in 
January. 
 “Circular Cleveland is an opportunity 
for us to develop a comprehensive plan 
for how we transition to a more sustain-
able economy in Cleveland,” said Jason 
Wood, the city’s Chief of Sustainability, 
in a release. “It’s particularly exciting 
because it’s more than just a plan. It 
includes funding for real projects we 
can use to make our neighborhoods 
healthier and more resilient.”
 Circular Cleveland funded $44,000 in 
grassroots projects this year in partner-
ship with Neighborhood Connections, 
in addition to providing ambassador 
stipends. Next year, the Circular Cleve-
land initiative will offer approximately 
$100,000 in small business incentives 
administered by the City’s Department 

of Economic Development and a second 
round of community grants adminis-
tered by Neighborhood Connections.
 Marvetta Rutherford, an ambassador 
from the Mt. Pleasant neighborhood, 
who has been a sustainability advocate 
since before it was cool, and has run 
community gardens in her neighbor-
hood, said the City has to earn the 
trust of residents in order for Circular 
Cleveland to be successful. 
 Many are still wary and confused, she 
said, because the City stopped recycling 
a year and a half ago after it was unable 
to obtain an affordable contract. It didn’t 
tell residents, many of whom believed 
they were recycling, when really their 
waste was being dumped into a landfi ll. 
Nearly two years later, the City is re-
starting its recycling efforts as an opt-in 
program – but that trust gap still exists. 
 “The City didn’t do a good job 
educating residents on recycling,” 
Rutherford said.  “They could use an 
ambassador – or three – in every neigh-

borhood and ward.” 
 In reality, there are nine Circular 
Cleveland ambassadors across the city 
– fi ve on the east side and four on the 
west – who have been meeting regularly 
to receive training and develop educa-
tion programs in their communities. 
Their aim is to spread the word about 
the benefi ts of the circular economy and 
engage residents. 
 “We need to help the residents of 
Cleveland understand how important 
it is not to be so wasteful, and to be 
mindful of the plastics economy we 
have,” said Rutherford. 
 CNP and the City have funded 14 
grassroots projects that aim to build 
the circular economy, ranging from a 
composting project in the Ben Franklin 
Community Garden in Old Brooklyn 
and a community sewing program that 
turns materials from the NFL draft into 
sustainable products, to a fruit and veg-
etable canning effort in Mt. Pleasant. 
 Wood said that the ambassador 
program is critical because it engages 
residents, working to ensure that the 
benefits of the program are spread 
equitably to Cleveland neighborhoods. 
The long-term goal is to create an eco-
nomic engine that could create jobs for 
residents. 

CIRCULAR ECONOMYCIRCULAR ECONOMY
continued from page onecontinued from page one

Legal Aid offers free legal help with tax problems

continued on page 7continued on page 7

  by Tonya Sams
 Tax season is headed our way faster 
than lake effect snow, and there are 
many community organizations help-
ing Northeast Ohio residents with tax 
preparation.  
 The pandemic has affected how and 
when we fi le taxes, as well as what we 
fi le. One of the most recent federal tax 
policy changes is the Child Tax Credit. 
The Child Tax Credit gives up to $3,000 

for each dependent child under the age 
of 17 and $3,600 if under the age of 6. 
Through this program, taxpayers may 
also qualify for a refund if the unused 
tax credit is larger than the total amount 
of their tax bill. 
 If you have questions, you defi nitely 
need to reach-out for help!   You can 
call 2-1-1 to fi nd free tax prep help near 
you or visit www.lasclev.org/taxhelp for 

Visit thirdfederal.com/community or call 1-833-707-0062 for details. 3% down is available for loan amounts up to $250,000 and borrowers must 

meet certain income, geographic and other requirements to quality. Product features subject to change without notice. ©2022 Third Federal

1 - 8 3 3 - 7 0 7 - 0 0 6 2
thirdfederal.com/community

HomeReady Purchase Mortgage
• 3% down 
• $3,000 down payment assistance

Own a home 
and part 
 of your 

 neighborhood.

policy of the City and County and their 
growth plans.” 
 As the Circular Cleveland program 
revs up, its ambassadors have been hard 
at work educating their neighbors about 
the benefi ts of the circular economy. 
 Shelton is teaching high school 
students at the Rhodes School of En-
vironmental Studies about the dangers 
of plastic pollution and how to weave 
their own mats. “We’re making strips 
out of plastic bags and weaving them 
onto handmade looms,” he said. “Before 
doing this, I always educate students 
about the dangers of plastic pollution.” 
 In addition to working in schools, 
Shelton hopes to collaborate with the 
Cleveland Clinic and Fairfax Renais-
sance Development Corporation on 
a project to turn hospital plastics into 
outdoor sculptures. 
 Demetrius Carter, who grew up in 
the Central community and now lives 
in Hough, is also a Circular Cleveland 
ambassador. In the past, he’s taught 
Central residents how to compost and 
grow their own food. Now, he’s teaching 
students at George Washington Carver 
School on East 55th St. about com-
posting. Food scraps and yard waste 
make up 30 percent of what we throw 
away, according to the US EPA. and in 
landfi lls, they release methane, a potent 
greenhouse gas. 
 “One of the kids listened to me talk 
about composting and said, ‘So, we 
take food scraps, create soil, and then 
use that soil to create more food … Isn’t 
that kind of like infi nite food?’” he said. 
 David Van Horn, an ambassador in 
the St. Clair Superior neighborhood, 
helps residents make art out of recycled 
material. He’s using Circular Cleveland 
to expand his grassroots program, which 
is called Art Block and uses potlucks to 
foster conversations about waste and 
food insecurity, to other neighborhoods.  
 “We use art as a vehicle to talk about 
ways to reduce waste,” Van Horn said. 
 Circular Cleveland’s ultimate goal, 
however, is not just to remove a small 
amount of plastic from the waste stream, 
or fund a handful of small demonstra-
tion projects.  Its aim is to grow jobs 
in new industries that help mitigate 
climate change. Wood says it will take 
an ongoing commitment that will start 
next year with the roadmap and grant 
opportunities. 
 Rutherford said that Circular Cleve-
land can help realize the original goals 
of Sustainable Cleveland, which include 
making Cleveland a metropolis that 
embraces sustainability as something 
more than a feel-good term. 
 “This is about taking the ideology of 
being a ‘green city on a blue lake’ and 
making it so that it’s not just a buzz-
word, but something in actuality,” she 
said. 
Editor’s Note: Learn more about Cir-
cular Cleveland, get involved, and sign 
up for updates at www.sustainablecleve-
land.org/circular_cleveland. 
 This story was produced as part of 
an environmental justice reporting 
initiative involving partners Ideastream 
Public Media, The Land, The NewsLab 
at Kent State University, La Mega Me-
dia, and the Northeast Ohio Solutions 
Journalism Collaborative (NEOSOJO).
 The Plain Press is publishing this 
story with permission from one of the 
environmental justice reporting initia-
tive partners, The Land. The author, Lee 
Chilcote is editor of The Land. To read 
more articles from The Land online, 
visit: www.thelandcle.org

 “Contractors are using 
our neighborhood as a 
wasteland. The Fenwick 
Block Club does the job of 
cleaning up our neighbor-
hood; because, where we 
can’t rely on City services, 
we do it ourselves.”
--Kristi Fann, a Circular 
Cleveland ambassador in the 
Stockyard neighborhood

 “A lot of our residents have been 
actively engaged in circularity for a 
long time, whether it was out of com-
munity norms and that shared sense of 
neighborhood or whether it was out of 
necessity,” he said. “How do you take 
that thing that you’re doing for your 
neighbors and maybe it makes sense to 
scale that up into a business?”
 The Land interviewed several am-
bassadors who are skeptical of the 
City’s ability to follow through on 
its promises. Kristi Fann, a Circular 
Cleveland ambassador in the Stock-
yard neighborhood, said there’s a lot 
of illegal dumping on vacant lots in her 
neighborhood, and she can’t rely on the 
city for help. 
 “Contractors are using our neighbor-
hood as a wasteland,” said Fann, whose 
block club organizes neighborhood 
cleanups with the Metro West commu-
nity development corporation. “The 
Fenwick Block Club does the job of 
cleaning up our neighborhood; because, 
where we can’t rely on City services, we 
do it ourselves.”
 Daniel Brown, co-founder of Rust 
Belt Riders, a composting and soil 
company, was more pointed in his 
commentary. 
 “It’s been frustrating and slow,” he 
said of the Circular Cleveland initiative. 
“For getting such a prestigious grant, 
it doesn’t feel like there are enough 
experts who are based in this region. I 
don’t feel like Circular Cleveland has 
enough of a ‘there’ there to show how 
it’s part of the climate and economic 

Read the Plain Press online at: Read the Plain Press online at: 
https://plainpress.bloghttps://plainpress.blog
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Researchers at University Hospitals are seeking participants 
for a research project designed to help African-American 
men learn about stroke risk factors and how to best take 
care of their health after a stroke.

If you are an African-American man 18 years of age or 
older, and you’ve suffered a stroke or mini-stroke within 
the last five years, you may be eligible for this study.

Participants will be compensated, and virtual intervention 
sessions will be available.

Call 440-656-2267 to learn more.

Have you had a stroke 
or mini-stroke?

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, January 20, 2022; The Intro Building construction fence has prevented pedestrians coming up from or 
going to the W.25th-Ohio City Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority Rapid Station from using the sidewalk 
on the South side of Lorain Avenue. In contrast, the City of Cleveland and the construction company working on the 
West Side Market have created a covered walkway on the sidewalk on the North side of Lorain Avenue while they 
work on the West Side Market.

serve children with elevated blood-lead 
levels; and $500,000 to hire more lead 
hazard control workers. The Governor’s 
Lead Advisory Committee continues 
to meet regularly, though their activity 
slowed during the pandemic. 
 Cleveland City Council also took up 
the mantle, implementing several laws 
that went into effect last year. With 
these new measures, Cleveland can 
now charge property owners in violation 
of housing codes, and landlords must 
pay for private inspections and secure 
lead-safe certifi cates for all rental units. 
Financial incentives are also available. 
 The tricky aspect of lead poisoning 
is that symptoms only appear long after 
it’s too late, after lead has built up in the 
body. A toddler can ingest lead at age 
two but not begin to display learning 
disabilities from lead poisoning until 
age six or later. In teens, lead can be 
re-released into the bloodstream during 
periods of growth, and from there 
into vital organs, potentially causing 
problems with blood formation, kidney 
function, heart, reproduction, gastro-
intestinal symptoms, peripheral nerve 
damage (tingling in hands and feet) and 
even death.
 There also is no cure for lead poi-
soning. The only defense is to test at 
an early age and implement strategies 
to eliminate further exposure. 
 Sadly, however, testing has declined. 
For this, it would be easy to blame 
Covid-19, said Yvonka Hall, executive 
director of Cleveland Lead Advocates 
for Safe Housing (CLASH). The closure 
of schools and daycares during the pan-
demic resulted in more children being 
at home, increasing the risk of lead 
exposure. Additionally, the pandemic 
made it harder to test kids, since many 
testing sites were closed and primary 
care visits were virtual. 
 But while the pandemic was certainly 
a factor, it may not be the sole culprit. 
Hall said Cleveland’s problems with 
lead exposure and testing are far older 

than the coronavirus. 
 Yvonka Hall met with The Land in 
December to discuss these problems. 
She called on Mayor Justin Bibb to 
appoint a Lead Czar who would expand 
testing of children for lead, as well as 
speed up the process of creating certifi ed 
lead-safe homes in Cleveland. 
 The Land also reached out to Bibb’s 
offi ce, but we have not yet heard back 
about how the new administration plans 
to address the decline in testing that has 
occurred during the pandemic. 
 The Land: The CDC has reported 
that lead testing has gone down due 
to COVID-19. Do you agree with that 
assessment? 
 Hall: No! They haven’t done what 
they were supposed to do before Covid 
… We [have] to blame some of this on 
incompetence. Since 2016, our rates of 
testing children in the city of Cleveland 
have been on a steady decline … Unless 
we are testing the home and the chil-
dren, we don’t know where the problem 
lies. (Editor’s note: The number of chil-
dren being tested declined by 8.5% from 
2016-2019. The number of children 
who are being tested is smaller than the 
number of children recommended for 
testing.) 
 The Land: When you say “They,” 
who exactly do you mean? 
 Hall: It would be the policymakers 
… That ordinance (the Lead Safe ordi-
nance passed by the city of Cleveland in 
2019) sat there for three years and never 
was moved into a vote. We sat there 
kicking a can and our kids were still 
being poisoned … This isn’t about pol-
itics. This is personal … [We] formed 
CLASH as a direct way to challenge the 
system and take it to the ballot … We 
met to do the research and make sure 
we had a solid piece of legislation that 
protected renters [and] held landlords 
accountable for making their properties 
lead-safe … Now, [they] have millions 
of dollars sitting in a pot, when it should 
be being depleted to ensure that Cleve-
landers are safe. But it’s not.
 The Land: What do you believe to 
be the solution?

 Hall: There is no such thing as lead-
free. Lead is everywhere. It’s in our soil. 
If landlords make sure [their properties 
are] lead-safe, that will stop our children 
from being poisoned. CLASH is asking 
the new administration [of Mayor Justin 
Bibb] to create a Lead Czar. [This] will 
be a person who sits in the mayor’s 
offi ce and is responsible for [making 
sure that] building, housing, city coun-
cil, hospital systems, and communities 
are all on the same page about … the 
lead-safe network.
 Another aspect is to have a mobili-
zation truck that [goes to] the places 
clinics can’t go. The truck will meet 
people where they are … to ensure they 

have access to testing and educational 
information to take home to keep their 
families safe.
 And let me make this clear: We need 
to do everything we can to save our 
children,  because children who are lead 
poisoned make up a large percentage 
of those children we see in juvenile 
detention centers, the children we see 
are being suspended from school, being 
diagnosed with Attention Defi cit Hy-
peractivity Disorder (ADHD), autism, 
and other behavioral and mental health 
issues. 
 Lead poisoning is Public Enemy 
number one in Cleveland!
Learn more about lead testing and 

screening here: https://leadsafecle.
org/about-lead/screening-testing. The 
Cleveland Department of Public Health 
maintains its own lead poisoning pre-
vention program. Residents of the City 
of Cleveland should call 216.263.5323.
Editor’s Note: This article was pro-
duced and provided to the Plain Press 
by The Land. The Land is an online 
newsletter that reports on Cleveland 
neighborhoods and inner ring sub-
urbs. To subscribe to The Land visit: 
www.thelandcle.org. The author of 
this article, El Jay’Em, is a Cleveland 
native whose life purpose is community 
empowerment. Her motto: if you pay 
anything, you should pay attention.

LEAD TESTINGLEAD TESTING
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com

                 PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Cleveland City Council retreat, January 2022; Public Hall: Front Row, L-R: Stephanie D. Howse (Ward 7), Charles J. Slife (Ward 16), Richard S. Starr (Ward 5), Rebecca Maurer (Ward 12), Debo-
rah A. Gray (Ward 4), Jenny Spencer (Ward 15), Michael D. Polensek (Ward 8), Anthony T. Hairston (Ward 10), and Brian Kazy (Ward 16). Back Row, L-R: Brian Mooney (Ward 11), Kevin Conwell 
(Ward 9), Blaine A. Griffi n (Ward 6), Kris Karsh (Ward 13), Joseph T. Jones (Ward 1), and Kevin L. Bishop (Ward 2). Missing from photo: Kerry McCormack (Ward 3), Jasmin Santana (Ward 14).

the world, you do it by starting with 
your city,” said Fisher. “Your job as 
council members is tough, arguably 
the single most important job in Amer-
ica today.”
 Fisher said the focus should not be 
on Washington D.C., or even on the 
state capitol, where he spent a large 
part of his political career, but on lo-
cal activism, the same type of activ-
ism that led to their election to City 
Council. “Successful cities work with 
the private and nonprofi ts sectors to 
solve problems,” according to him, 
including the foundations and private 
businesses, to create a round table 
that works in tandem with each other 
towards collective impact. “Collabo-
ration is where the needle moves,” he 
said, referring to collaboration. “Tear 
down the walls between each of you.”
 In a moment of awkward self-reve-
lation, Fisher said Leave it to Beaver
was his favorite television program as 
a young man. Leave it to Beaver was 

an American television sitcom broad-
cast between 1957 and 1963, set in a 
world where children walked to school 
with a metal lunch pail, and everyone 
was quietly living in largely white 
communities.  
 “I recommend that you watch the 
show,” Fisher said. “America does not 
look this way anymore.”
 Less than 20% of American families 
today have children compared to 40% 
in 1970, he said, and families are less 
mobile, choosing to stay where they 
were born. Fewer people own homes, 
affecting the economy negatively. 
Following a short video presentation 
on the success of neighborhoods like 
Ohio City, Gordon Square, Downtown, 
Tremont, and University Circle, Coun-
cilman Kevin Conwell, representing 
Ward 9, raised questions about the ac-
curacy in depicting Cleveland. Ward 9 
covers most of Glenville and part of 
University Circle neighborhoods.  
 “People come to Cleveland to vis-
it University Circle, Downtown, and 
Gordon Square, but residents of Glen-

ville do not benefi t,” he said. “We need 
to get out of poverty and benefi t from 
it.”
 Council President Blaine Griffi th 
asked to push aside the idealism and 
requested that council members devel-
op policies to support a Black middle 
class, which has seen considerable ero-
sion in the past twenty years. 
 “Racism is alive and well in the 
City of Cleveland,” said Councilman 
Joe Jones representing Ward 1, which 
includes Lee-Harvard, Lee-Seville, 
Union-Miles, and part of Mt. Pleasant. 
“Redlining continues. African Amer-
ican families with the resources to 
get a bank loan are constantly getting 
turned down by lending institutions. 
Residents are unable to remodel their 
homes or expand their businesses. The 
Eastside has been devastated.”
 Fisher acknowledged banks have 
the power to make changes to their 
lending practices. He suggested a 
roundtable approach, where residents 
meet directly with lenders, and discuss 
the issues. “Banking is a tough one,” 
he said before closing with a reminder 
to council members that cross-sector 
leaderships leads to success. “I cannot 
stress it enough.” 
 On day two, Tania Menesse present-
ed an overview of community devel-
opment. Menesse is Chief Executive 
Offi cer and President of Cleveland 
Neighborhood Progress Inc, a private 
community development company that 
uses philanthropic, public, and non-
profi t institutions funding to revitalize 
neighborhoods through community de-
velopment corporations (CDCs). 
 “Thriving neighborhoods need an 
engaged populace,” she said, adding 
that leadership from City Council, plus 
a strong CDC, adds to their success, 
without which neighborhoods are un-
likely to succeed.
 Michael Wackers, Cleveland De-
partment of Community Development 
Department Director, rolled out a 
lengthy presentation on the history of 
CDCs. He agreed that funds, including 
Community Development Block Grant 
programs (CDBG), were too wide-
spread and ineffective. 
 “Cleveland lacks budget control, ac-
cording to a report by the Government 
Accountability Offi ce,” he said, “fall-
ing short of projected outcomes.”
 Lack of funding hinders CDCs. 
Some council members said that 
Southeast Cleveland, Hough, Fairfax, 
and Glenville do not see economic 
improvement despite the proximity to 

empowerment zones. Overburdened 
by the CDC process, contractors are 
often not paid on time. Projects that 
could benefi t the community are on 
hold. There is no accountability.
 “We do a pretty good job despite the 
challenges,” said Wackers. “A lot is 
happening. Unfortunately, we need to 
do more.” 
 “I am looking at the numbers,” said 

Ward 7 Councilwoman Stephanie 
Howse, about Wackers account of over 
235,000 measurable accomplishments 
of goals set by Community Develop-
ment Corporations last year. Howse’s 
Ward 7 includes Asia Town, Hough, 
and the St. Clair-Superior neighbor-
hoods. “How are we demonstrating 
meeting our goals? I do not know 
about you, but the numbers do not 
work for me.”
 An overview on public safety and 
public utilities, community benefi ts 
and organized labor, discretionary 
funds, and the legislative process took 
place on the third and fi nal day. Kar-
rie Howard, Director of Public Safety, 
said the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) represents 60% of the city op-
erating budget. The Public Safety De-
partment includes the Division of Fire, 
Division of Police, Division of Emer-
gency Medical Services, and Division 
of Animal Care and Control.  With 
over with 3,500 full-time employees, 
which is more than half of all City em-
ployees, the Public Safety Department 

CITY COUNCIL RETREATCITY COUNCIL RETREAT
continued from page onecontinued from page one

“Change in America today 
and for the foreseeable fu-
ture can be from the bot-
tom up, not the top down. 
Washington is broken and 
dysfunctional. I would ar-
gue that if you want to 
change the world, you do it 
by starting with your city. 
Your job as council mem-
bers is tough, arguably the 
single most important job 
in America today.”
-- Lee Fisher, Dean and Jo-
seph C. Hostetler-Baker-
Hostetler Chair in Law at 
Cleveland-Marshall Col-
lege of Law at Cleveland 
State University.

falls under the Executive Branch of the 
City of Cleveland and Howard reports 
directly to the mayor.
 “Our primary goal is to improve 
public safety and build community 
trust,” said Howard, referring to the 
mission statement of DPS. 
 Nicole A. Carlton, Commissioner, 
Division of Emergency Medical Ser-
vice, gave an organizational overview 
of EMS. Carlton is responsible for ap-
proximately 333 employees and an an-
nual budget of more than $30 million. 
The Division of Emergency Medical 
Service (EMS) is the primary provid-
er of advanced life support prehospital 
medical care in the city, transporting 
more than 75,000 patients annual-
ly. Cleveland EMS responds to over 
105,000 medical calls for service. She 
reported that some residents call EMS 
several hundred times a year seeking 
their help.
 “We have a community that needs 
us regardless of the emergency. We do 
a lot of social service work. People call 
EMS when they have nowhere else to 
go,” she said. “It is shameful that the 
media sees these people as abusers of a 
health care system that is broken.”
 Wayne Drummond, interim Chief 
of the Cleveland Division of Police, 
introduced his executive staff, many 
of which were present. Mayor Bibb 
plans to hire a search fi rm experienced 
in fi nding recruits for police depart-
ments to replace former Chief Calvin 
Williams who reportedly resigned in 
response to voter passage of Issue 24, 
which gives a Civilian Police Review 
Board authority to investigate com-
plaints from the public against offi cers 
and to order disciplinary action.
 Drummond rattled through a thick 
volume of analytical information and 
race analysis of the current police 
workforce. Internal documents show 
that African Americans represent 23% 
of the police workforce in a city with a 
minority population of more than 70%, 
with four times as many Caucasian 
supervisors as African Americans. He 
said the Division of Police respond-
ed to over 393,000 calls in 2021, and 
since the pandemic, at least 300 offi -
cers a day are out ill.
 There was no mention of the Con-
sent Decree, which requires the Cleve-
land Division of Police to make sever-
al fundamental changes to its policies, 
practices, and procedures to address a 
pattern of excessive force, and opera-
tional and structural issues. 
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 5pm (reg-
ular prices) First Saturday of Month 
10 to noon store and Gym, Bargain 
Prices, Clothes $1.00 a bag. Third 
Saturday of Month 10 to Noon Store 
only, All unmarked racked clothes 
$1.00 a bag.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.
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             PHOTO BY JENNIFER HEARN
Cast members of Cleveland Public Theatre’s (CPT) production of Panther Women: An Army for the Liberation. The play, scheduled to run from February 
4-26, is written and directed by India Nicole Burton. CPT says the play is about “one woman’s journey to self-discovery through the stories of three prominent 
women who were members of the Black Panther Party and the Black Liberation Movement.”

coronavirus.ohio.gov to schedule an 
appointment. Walk-ins are welcome for 
1st and 2nd dose appointments, unless 
noted. In addition to standing clinics 
at the City of Cleveland’s two public 
health centers, J. Glen and McCafferty, 
appointments are available for pop-up 
clinics happening throughout the City 
of Cleveland. Cleveland Department 
of Public Health is one of many vaccine 
providers in the area. Others include 
federally-qualifi ed health centers such 
as Neighborhood Family Practice, home 
health providers, hospitals, physicians, 
and pharmacies. Check your eligibility 
and fi nd other vaccine providers by vis-
iting gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov 
or calling Ohio Department of Health 
at 1-833-427-5634.

EDUCATION
DOLLY PARTON’S IMAGINATION 
LIBRARY mails children one age-ap-
propriate book each month until their 
5th birthday. All children in Cuyahoga 
County are eligible to be enrolled in the 
program at no cost to their family. The 
Literacy Cooperative leads the program 
in Cuyahoga County. To register your 
child, please visit www.literacycooper-
ative.org/imagination-library.
SEEDS OF LITERACY: Free Adult 
Basic Education and GED Classes: 
One on one tutoring, learning at your 
own pace, friendly and relaxed place to 
learn. Call 216-661-7950 or visit www.
seedsofl iteracy.org.

EDUCATION GRANTS
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 
FUNDING APPLICATIONS OPEN: 
Attention Ohio school districts! The 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) has an opportunity for you or 
your partners to apply for funding to 
develop and implement projects that 
enable and encourage children to safely 
walk or bike to school. For more infor-
mation on applying, please visit www.
transportation.ohio.gov/saferoutes. 
Here you will fi nd additional application 
guidelines as well as your region’s Safe 
Routes to School contact. The applica-
tion deadline is March 4, 2022.

EMPLOYMENT
OHIO GUIDESTONE’S WORK-
FORCE 360°: Are you 18-24 years 
old? Do you want paid training? Choose 
programs to get credentials in Job 
Readiness, Healthcare, Construction 
and Manufacturing. All programs in-
clude GED/high school diploma assis-
tance, paid training, resume/interview 
preparation, fi nancial literacy training, 
transportation assistance, help fi nding 
a job, support for one year following 
program completion, help with health-
care, childcare, housing, food assistance 
and legal needs. For more information 
contact CuyahogaWorkforce@OhioGu-
idestone.org or call 440-260-6813.

HEALTH
FIGHT CHILDREN’S LEAD POI-
SONING WITH NUTRITION: 
Cleveland Lead Advocates for Safe 
Housing offers these nutrition tips to 
help fight lead poisoning: Calcium 
makes it harder for lead to enter your 
child’s body. Calcium is found in dairy 
products, leafy green vegetables, and 
whole grains. Iron also blocks lead for 
being taken into your child’s body. Iron 
is in lead red meats, fi sh, eggs, beans, 
peanut butter, and whole grain cereals. 
Dried fruit such as raisins, apricots and 
prunes are also a source of iron. Vitamin 
C helps your child’s body put calcium 
and iron to work. Vitamin C is found in 
citrus fruits and juices. Some vegetables 
such as tomatoes, cabbage, potatoes, 
and peppers also contain Vitamin C.
YMCA’S RESET CHALLENGE: 
To help people carry through on their 
wellness goals, the Y is hosting the RE-
SET    Challenge. The three-week chal-
lenge is free and open to the commu-
nity. Participants will receive texts 
throughout the program featuring mo-
tivational tips and tools to set and reach 
goals. They will also have the chances to 
win weekly prizes including an activity 
tracker smart watch, workout wireless 
headphones, and athletic gear gift cards. 
Those interested in joining the challenge 
are encouraged to sign up by February 
1 by texting RESET to 844-889-6222.

LEGAL AID
LEGAL AID’S TENANT INFO LINE 
at 216-861-5955 can help you answer 
questions about eviction, and tenants’ 
rights.
LEGAL AID’S WORKER INFOR 
LINE at 216-861-5899 can help to 
answer your questions about unemploy-
ment benefi ts, medical leave and paid 
leave laws and other worker questions.

PROPERTY TAXES
CUYAHOGA COUNTY announced 
that the deadline to pay your 2021 
Property Taxes without penalty has been 
extended to February 10th 2022 (the bills 
mailed out say January 27th).
PROPERTY TAX APPEALS: Ap-
peals to the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Revision can be submitted until 
March 31st, 2022. You can submit an 
appeal by completing a DTE-1 Form 
found on the county website: https://
bor.cuyahogacounty.us. The Board of 
revision will review the case within 6 
to 12 months. The Board will base its 
decision on what the market price would 
be if you tried to sell your house.

PUBLIC COMMENT
CLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL 
meets each Monday (except holidays) 
at 7 p.m. To make a three-minute public 
comment at the meeting you must reg-
ister between the prior Wednesday at 
noon and 2 p.m. on the day of the meet-
ing. Registration forms are available at 
the Cleveland City Council Website at: 
www.clevelandcitycouncil.org or can 
be picked up in person at Room 220 in 
Cleveland City Hall, 601 Lakeside Av-
enue, NE. The forms can be emailed to: 
publiccomment@clevelandcitycouncil.
org or they can be dropped off at the 

City Council Offi ce on the second fl oor 
of City Hall, or sent by mail.

RECOVERY SERVICES
Y-HAVEN: A YMCA facility provid-
ing recovery services and transitional 
housing in Cuyahoga County. For more 
information visit: www.clevelandymca.
org.

STUDENT LOANS
STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT 
FREEZE EXTENDED TO MAY 1, 
2022: The White Hose announced the 
moratorium on federal student loan 
payments would be extended until May 
1, 2022. 

SUPPORT GROUPS
THE UBUNTU HAIR LOVE PROJ-
ECT is a community program that 
offers free support to those individuals 
who are in turmoil from hair discrimi-
nation, hair shaming, hair bullying, and 
dislike of one’s own hair experiences. 
Using a grant from Neighborhood 
Connections, Ladosha Wright, owner 

of Reverence Design Team hopes to 
“expand the knowledge of the history 
of Black hair, and its uniqueness to in-
dividuals who’ve had traumatic experi-
ence resulting from hair discrimination. 
Classes will begin Sunday, February 6th 
at 2 p.m. and will continue every Sun-
day thru June of 2022. New groups of 
participants will form every four weeks. 
There is no cost to participate, learning 
materials and healthy snacks will be 
provided. For registration information 
contact the Reverence Design Team 
at 216-321-1101 or email ladoshaw@
yahoo.com.

TAXES
FREE TAX PREPARATION is available. 
To schedule a virtual or drop-off appointment 
visit refundohio.org or call 211. Eligible 
households can receive up to $6,700 from the 
federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
Northwest Neighborhoods is hosting a drop-
off site at the Gordon Square Arcade (6516 
Detroit Ave.), and translation services are 
available.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2

LEGAL AID OFFERS FREE TAX HELPLEGAL AID OFFERS FREE TAX HELP
continued from page 4continued from page 4
a list of organizations that help you fi le 
taxes for free.
 In addition to great community re-
sources that help you fi le taxes, Legal 
Aid is here to help with legal problems 
related to taxes.  Legal Aid has a tax 
practice that works closely with com-
munity organizations not just during 
tax season, but throughout the year.  
Legal Aid’s Low Income Taxpayer 
Clinic (LITC) is a free legal service that 
helps to resolve taxpayer disputes with 
the IRS regarding federal income tax 
matters.
 Legal Aid helps people resolve legal 
issues related to tax issues.  For exam-
ple, Legal Aid attorneys can help people 
negotiate with the IRS to settle a debt 
for less than the full amount owed, or 
lower/eliminate taxable income from 
debts that were forgiven from banks and 
credit card companies.
 Legal Aid also helps: Prevent the 
IRS from taking property, wages, and 
social security benefi ts; Solve identity 
theft problems; Correct tax preparer 
fraud; Help H-2A workers fi le taxes (an 
important step towards gaining citizen-
ship); Help people obtain income tax 
records; Protect against spousal abuses 

in connection with tax returns; Advise 
taxpayers on their rights and obligations 
regarding the health care marketplace; …
and more!
 Legal Aid recently helped “Thomas” with 
a tax problem that needed an attorney’s help 
(name changed for privacy). Thomas owed 
the IRS fi ve years’ worth of taxes. The liens 
affected his credit report, which created a 
domino effect. When employers conducted 
background checks and saw the tax liens, 
they didn’t want to hire Thomas, and fi nanc-
ing companies wouldn’t loan him money to 
make much-needed repairs to his home.
 Thomas sought help through Legal 
Aid’s tax practice. The Legal Aid attorney 
discovered that the IRS had failed to release 
the liens it had fi led, although the 10-year 
collection statute had expired. The attorney 
then reached out to the IRS as Thomas’s 
legal representative, requesting that Thomas 
be released from the liens. The IRS granted 
the request and Thomas could move forward 
with his job search without the worry of past 
tax issues destroying his chances at a new 
and better life. 
 You can learn more about our tax practice 
at www.lasclev.org/get-help/work/tax-prob-
lems.  If you run into a legal issue with your 
taxes, Legal Aid is here to help.  Call Legal 
Aid at 216-687-1900 or apply for help online 
24/7 at www.lasclev.org.  
Tonya Sams is the Development and Commu-
nications Assistant at The Legal Aid Society 
of Cleveland.
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ENROLL at ChooseCMSD.org
Portal now open for High School Choice.

Call 216.838.3675 for more information.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
5:30 - 7:30pm  
West Side Community Fair
John Marshall Campus
3952 W 140th St, Cleveland, OH 44111

Community, college and career 
planning centers have begun 
operating in high schools, with 
PreK-8 schools to follow next year. 

for the future. 

The District has hired Parent Ambassadors 
to strengthen relationships between 
schools and families.

communication. 

CHOICE

Live streaming of games lets 
you watch on any device, from 
anywhere. And 14 high schools 
have started esports so gamers 
can get into the action. 

sports. Through Say Yes to Education, programs like 
arts and tutoring are under way in 40 PreK-8 
schools, with plans to add high schools in 
the spring.

afterschool programs.

CMSD lets you choose your school. Select from arts, STEM and other options. 

Voluntary COVID-19 testing is available 
in schools across the District.

to keep kids safe. 

C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

SUPPORT 
SERVICES/

SCHOLARSHIPS

FREE college and trade school tuition 
scholarships for four-year CMSD grads! 
Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

Details at 

ClevelandMetroSchools.org/GetMore 


