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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, April 15th, 2022; La Sagrada Familia Parish, 7719 
Detroit Avenue: This image of the Holy Mother calling 
for prayers for both Ukrainians and Russians is one of 
many colorful squares that make up a Holy Week Carpet 
adorning the fl oor of La Sagrada Familia’s gymnasium.

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, April 18, 2022; Ukrainian Museum- Archives, 1202 Kenilworth 
Avenue: A sign on the front of the Ukrainian Museum-Archives urges all to 
“Stand with Ukraine”.

                 PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 16, 2022; Trinity Church Easter Egg Hunt, 9900 Madison 
Avenue: Madi Rouse (age 11), Bailey Rouse (age 9), and Brodie Rouse (age 
12) pose with the Easter Bunny. The Easter Egg Hunt is part of the outreach 
ministry of the Rocky River United Methodist Church. The ministry hosts 
a service each Saturday morning at Trinity Church. Following the service 
neighborhood residents are invited to shop in the Twice Blessed Free Store in 
the church basement.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, April 3, 2022; St. Malachi Parish, 2459 Washington Avenue: Cleveland Catholic Diocese Bishop Edward C. 
Malesic joins with St. Malachi parishioners in a ceremony to bless Homeless Jesus, a sculpture by Timothy Schmalz. The 
sculpture, donated by the Community West Foundation, is one of six created by Schmalz in a Matthew 25 Collection 
that appear in various locations in Cleveland.  Other locations are: When I Was Naked (Malachi House); When I Was 
Sick (W. 25th outside of Lutheran Hospital); When I Was a Stranger (Urban Community School/Refugee Response); 
When I Was Hungry and Thirsty (Old Stone Church); When I was in Prison (BridgeCLE, 3389 Fulton Road).

MetroHealth Park plans reviewed at community meetings
by Chuck Hoven
 The temporary 3-acre park pro-
posed by MetroHealth Medical Cen-
ter for an area just across Scranton 
Road from its new Glick Center was 
the subject of a community meeting 
held at the Family Ministry Center on 
Fulton Road on April 6th. The meet-
ing was called after the Near West 
Design Review Committee tabled 
MetroHealth’s Park proposal at its 
March 9th meeting. A central issue in 
the tabling of the park proposal was 

concern about two historic buildings 
-- the Farnsworth House and St. 
Nicholas Byelorussian Orthodox 
Church – that MetroHealth proposed 
to demolish as part of the plan for the 
3-acre park. 
 At the March 9th meeting, com-
mittee members suggested that 
MetroHealth should come back 
to the committee with a thorough 
plan that explains the reasons the 
demolition is necessary; seeks 
more community input on its plan; 

examines other possible uses for 
the buildings on the site; and offers 
a better explanation of the design 
and programming for the park.
 Community activist and Near 
West Design Review Committee 
member, Bob Gardin, disputed 
MetroHealth’s claim that since the 
community had seen plans for the 
park and said they wanted a park 
during the Clark-Fulton Together 
community planning process, and 
that the community was for demoli-
tion of the historic buildings. Gardin 
said it was not a fair process, and 
that whenever the issue of repurpos-
ing the historic buildings as part of 
the park was brought up to the Clark 
Fulton Together Team, “it kept being 
pushed to the back burner.”
 The target area for Clark Fulton 
Together planning included most of 
the Clark Fulton neighborhood and a 
small portion of the northern part of 
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood.  
While all of the proposed park is in 
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood, 
the majority of the neighborhood 
south of the park was not part of 
the target area for the Clark Fulton 
Together Plan. Paid ambassadors 
from the Clark Fulton Together 
Plan solicited input from those in 
the target area. Brooklyn Centre 
residents south of the park report not 
being included in notices for these 
meetings.

continued on page 4continued on page 4

Participatory Budgeting Cleveland presents its 2022 Action Plan

continued on page 6continued on page 6

by Bruce Checefsky
 Molly Martin took the microphone 
to address Cleveland City Council on 
the need for Participatory Budgeting 
using The American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) Funding. In her three-minute 

talk, Martin, a member of the PB CLE 
(Participatory Budgeting Cleveland), 
a coalition of individuals and groups 
focused on bringing the people of 
Cleveland into the budgeting process, 
called upon Cleveland to be extremely 

deliberate in the distribution of ARPA 
funding. 
 “PB CLE is not asking for allocation 
towards a non-profi t or one issue. We 
are asking about a deliberate process 

Cleveland City Council wants better system for 
tracking nuisance complaints. Will the City step up? 

continued on page 2continued on page 2

by Lee Chilcote
 Spring in Cleveland may bring 
warmer weather, but for City Council 
members, it also brings a raft of com-
plaints about trash, tall grass, and weeds 
in their communities.
 At a meeting of the council’s Health, 
Human Services, and the Arts Commit-
tee on Monday, April 11, Council mem-
bers cited these matters as top issues in 
their wards and asked the Bibb adminis-
tration for quicker updates and an online 
system for tracking complaints. 
 “It’s us who are getting beat up on,” 
said Ward 9 council member and com-
mittee chair Kevin Conwell, who was 
clearly feeling the heat already even 
though the high temperature Monday 
was only 55 degrees. “When the snow 
melts, it’s on, and it’s your (the Council 
member’s) fault.” 
 Ward 12 Council member Rebecca 
Maurer told The Land that nuisance 
complaints such as trash, high grass and 

weeds are some of the biggest problems 
in her ward — and they’re not getting 
addressed in a timely way, or in some 
cases at all. 
 “Every time I’m out walking, I see 
drastic health complaints,” she said. 
“I just walked by two houses with 
numerous mattresses and trash stuck in 
the walkway between the houses. Those 
mattresses become a home for mice and 
rats and then it becomes an issue for the 
neighbors. It’s a very serious issue.” 
 Interim Commissioner of the Envi-
ronment Patrick Cusick gave an update 
on how complaints are handled. He 
said the department receives more than 
5,700 complaints a year and added it’s 
a challenge to process them in a timely 
way while also updating residents and 
Council members. The Land requested 
information on the backlog of com-
plaints and is waiting to hear back. 
 “The huge number of complaints is 
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 16, 2022; Trinity Church, 9900 Madison Avenue: The Link Up Bike Ministry of Rocky River United 
Methodist Church (UMC) displays some of the bicycles available for free to neighborhood residents in need of a bi-
cycle. Members of Rocky River UMC repair and tune up donated bicycles and make them available to neighborhood 
residents who sign up to receive a bicycle at Trinity Church. The ministry is open on Saturday mornings after a 9:55 
a.m. morning service.

NUISANCE COMPLAINTSNUISANCE COMPLAINTS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
daunting,” said Cusick, noting there’s 
currently no way for residents to track 
their own complaints in the system. “We 
had a legacy system that collapsed two 
years ago, and we had to build a system 
from scratch.”
 “Can we get more regular updates 
from you?” pressed Ward 5 Council 

member Richard Starr. “When the 
weather breaks, we’re about to be 
swamped with those calls, and we need 
to do something immediately.” 
 Cusick said it’s not possible to give 
the Council weekly updates, but he will 
work on a solution. “I want to under 
promise and overdeliver,” he said, 
adding later, “I hear you that we’re not 
reporting to you in a timely way.” 

 Here’s how the process works: Com-
plaints are received by the Cleveland 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
by phone at 311 or through the web-
site. Council members have their own 
web portal for submitting complaints. 
Currently, CDPH is not using Accela, 
a software designed to automate and 
track complaints and other matters to 
improve citizen satisfaction. Cusick 
said staff are working on a solution, but 
currently their systems are “archaic.” 
 Once complaints for nuisances like 
overfl owing trash or tires and mattresses 
piled up in backyards are submitted, 
CDPH staff enter them into a complaint 
dashboard before they’re reviewed and 
assigned to an inspector. During high 
volume periods, the city may send out 
a letter notifying the property owner 
before conducting a site visit. 
 If a nuisance can be seen from the 
street, it can be ticketed or given a vio-
lation notice right away. Otherwise, the 
inspector would have to schedule a visit 
with the complainant or property owner. 
The ticket or violation can be issued to 
the tenant, property owner, or agent of the 
property. Inspectors can issue a ticket onsite,
continued on page 7continued on page 7

HEALTH
2022 MINORITY MEN’S HEALTH 
FAIR: Thursday, April 28, 5-8:30 
p.m. at the Outpatient Pavilion of 
MetroHealth’s Main Campus, 2500 
MetroHealth Drive. Directional signs 
posted. All men are welcome. 30+ free 
health screenings. For information or 
to register visit: www.metrohealth.org/
mmhf . Walk-ins are welcome.
PEER MENTAL HEALTRH SUP-
PORT GROUP: Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Free & confi dential online community. 
All welcome: www.convivialculture.
com
VOLUNTARY COVID-19 TESTING 
OPPORTUNITY FOR CLEVE-
LAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT (CMSD) STUDENTS:
Parents or Caregivers, contact your 
school nurse for registration informa-
tion. For questions related to COVID-19 
testing call CMSD nursing staff at 216-
838-9355 or email COVID@Cleveland-
MetroSchools.org. To learn more about 
this screening testing program visit 
www.TestedAndProtected.org
JOEL’S PLACE FOR CHILDREN
provides grief support to school-age 
children and their families who have 
experienced the death of someone spe-
cial in their lives. May meetings will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays May 3 
and May 24 at Bay Presbyterian Church, 
25415 Lake Road in Bay Village. Fami-
lies arrive at 6:30 for a pizza dinner, and 
groups begin at 7 p.m.

PARENTS
THE CLEVELAND PARENT 
LEADERSHIP ACTION NET-
WORK (ClePLAN) is a network of 
parents and caregivers who have chil-
dren in Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District Schools (CMSD). To share your 
thoughts on how this network can best 
serve you visit: www.bit.ly/cleparents. 
To learn more call 216-395-7220 or visit 
www.neighborupcle.org/cleplan
SAY YES TO EDUCATION FAMILY 
SUPPORT SPECIALISTS (FSS):
One Family Support Specialist is as-

signed to each Say Yes to Cleveland 
school. Specialists can help by connect-
ing students and families to free services 
they need. To fi nd the FSS for your 
child’s school with contact information 
visit: www.SayYesClevelandorg/Fami-
lySupportSpecialists/.

SUPPORT SERVICES
LEGALWORKS AT CLEVELAND 
PUBLIC LIBRARY provides legal 
consultation and assistance for qual-
ified, low-income youth and adults.
Service is provided by appointment. 
Registration is required. Tuesdays, 12-
3:30 p.m., Fulton Branch Library, 3545 
Fulton Rd., 216-623-6969. Register at: 
legalworksfulton.eventbrithe.com. For 
more info: www.legalworksneo.org
CLEVELAND NEIGHBORHOOD 
RESOURCE AND RECREATION 
CENTER SUPPORT SERVICES 
SPECIALISTS can help connect and 
refer individuals to appropriate services. 
Services provided for youths, adults, 
and seniors. Call Estabrook and Cudell 
Support Service Specialist Joy Hill at 
216-857-7629; call Clark, Michael Zone 
and Gunning Support Service Specialist 
Krisnia Hope at 216-857-3238.
NEED TO APPLY, RENEW OR RE-
PORT CHANGES TO YOUR PUB-
LIC BENEFITS? Call 1-844-640-6446 
or go online at www.benefi ts.ohio.gov.
CUYAHOGA COUNTY WOMEN, 
INFANTS & CHILDREN (WIC) 
NUTRITION PROGRAM: provides 
nutrition education, nutritious foods and 
breastfeeding support. To be eligible 
you must be pregnant, breastfeeding, 
or postpartum (having a baby less than 
6 months old; or be an infant or child 
less than fi ve years old. You must also 
have a nutritional need and have house-
hold income that fi ts within the WIC 
guidelines. Ohio WIC Program Income 
Guidelines (pregnant woman counts as 
two people). For a household of two 
people to qualify your annual income 
must be 431,894 or less. For additional 
information call 216-957-9421.

YOUTH
YOUTH ADVOCACY & LEADER-
SHIP COALITION (YALC): The 
4-H Youth Advocacy & Leadership 
Coalition is a civic leadership program 
for youth ages 13-18 in Cuyahoga 
County. YALC develops young adult 
leaders by training & supporting them 
in advocating for youth issues and links 
them to their communities through 
service-learning experiences. Follow 
on Instagram @YALCOHIO. For all 
concerns and questions contact Ms. 
Dominique Aaron at aaron.66@osu.
edu.
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Saturday, April 16, 2022; MetroHealth Glick Center, Scranton Road: This new hospital building is scheduled to be 
open in the fall of this year.

Residents urged to contact Planning Commission to prevent 
demolition of Farnsworth House and Byelorussian Church

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor
To the editor:
Open letter to the Planning Com-
mission:
 I am writing to you in response to 
news I heard about MetroHealth’s 
plans to demolish three buildings 
between W. 25th St. and Scranton 
Rd. They are the former Trinity Unit-
ed Church of Christ, the Farnsworth 
House, and the former Mother 
of God of Zyrovichy Belarusian 
Church (aka St. Nicholas Belarusian 
Church.)  Although I’ve since heard 
that Trinity UCC has been removed 
from the execution block, I am still 
distressed about the fate awaiting 
the other two historically important 
buildings.
 I was at a community meeting sev-
eral years ago at the Family Ministry 
Center (formerly Blessed Sacrament 
Church, on the corner of Fulton Rd. 
and Trowbridge Ave.)  at the time 
MetroHealth’s CEO, Akram Boutros, 
was talking about building a new 
hospital surrounded by greenspace. 
Those in attendance broke up into 
groups to discuss what they would 
like to see around the new medical 
facility. I thought that what transpired 
at the meeting was just a lot of talk; 
so many previous MetroHealth 
CEOs had spoken about building 
a new hospital! And although I am 
a huge greenspace person, I really 
wasn’t interested in the questions I 
was being asked about what kind of 
park I would like to see. What I really 
want at MetroHealth’s Main Campus 
is free parking!  
 I also thought that attendees at 
that fi rst meeting were going to be 
consulted periodically about further 

plans for the campus, but if I was 
ever notifi ed about that, I missed it. 
I didn’t attend any more meetings 
about the project; I simply noted the 
construction progress of the new 
hospital whenever I was at Metro-
Health. I am 100% certain that if I 
had ever heard mention of demol-
ishing any of the historic buildings in 
the vicinity, I would have protested.  
 I thought that it was a terrible 
waste of materials and landfi ll space 
when MetroHealth demolished its 
relatively new Elisabeth Severance 
Prentiss Center for Skilled Nursing 
and Rehabilitation, 3525 Scranton 
Rd., but I didn’t say anything. And I 
thought that it was sad when Metro-
Health tore down the “Quad”, but I 
didn’t say anything. But there’s no 
way I can be silent about demolish-
ing neighborhood landmarks!
 One of the reasons I am so pas-
sionate about preserving signifi cant 
old structures is that for the past 32 
years I have written about neighbor-
hood history (as well as other topics) 
in the Old Brooklyn News. Although 
my articles have focused more on 
Old Brooklyn than Brooklyn Centre, 
I have written about the Farnsworth 
family and both endangered church-
es.  
 One of the best-received of my 
many hundreds of history articles 
was one about Mother of God of 
Zyrovichy Belarusian Church (aka 
St. Nicholas Belarusian Church.)  
People were intrigued by the East-
ern European style of its structure 
and interested in its history.  Dedi-
cated in 1960 by the second wave 
of Belarusian (White Russian) 

immigrants, there was a division 
in the congregation when some of 
the people started moving out to 
suburbia. They built a new church 
in Strongsville while others stayed 
at the church on Scranton.  The 
oldsters are mostly buried in the Be-
larusian section at nearby Riverside 
Cemetery, and their church, the fi rst 
built by Belarusians in Cleveland, is 
defi nitely historically signifi cant.
 One of the most upbeat articles 
I’ve written was about Harry Mar-
shall Farnsworth’s bank and offi ce 
building at the corner of W. 25th St. 
and Archwood Ave.  It had been va-
cant for years when an out-of-state 
kidney dialysis company bought it, 
repaired the beautiful old façade 
and redesigned the inside into a 
modern treatment facility. This is the 
same Harry Farnworth who raised 
his family in the “Farnworth House”, 
3517 W. 25th St., which MetroHealth 
wants to demolish. Harry Farnworth 
(1861-1955) was one of the most 
important people who ever lived in 
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood. 
His father had been the mayor, and 
Harry M.  was the Village clerk, an 
attorney and partner of Farnsworth 
and Farnsworth, a founder of Brook-
lyn Savings and Trust, the president 
of Farnsworth Realty and the pub-
lisher of a neighborhood newspaper 
called The Town Crier.  He was a 
member of Brooklyn Memorial Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Republican 
Tippecanoe Club and the Masonic 
Lodge.  Outside of Brooklyn Centre, 
Harry Farnsworth was a member 

of the Ohio Building Association 
League, was on Cleveland’s fi rst 
Planning Commission, and was the 
president of the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Park Commissioners. He 
and his wife, Bettie Clara Brainard 
(the daughter of Titus Brainard, 
an early major Brooklyn Township 
landholder) are buried in nearby 
Riverside Cemetery.  
 I was among those gathered at 
Trinity United Church of Christ on 
the sad Sunday when it held its 
last worship service and I wrote an 
article about that in the Old Brooklyn 
News, too.  A German congrega-
tion, it was of the Evangelical and 
Reformed denomination before the 
United Church of Christ merger.  The 
church was community-oriented and 
hosted AA and Al-anon meetings 
before it joined with Brooklyn Unit-
ed Church of Christ on Memphis 
Ave. in Brooklyn (and now called 
Trinity-Brooklyn).  One of their fi nest 
pastors, the Rev. Elam Wiest, was 
also involved in the Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood; in the late 1970s he 
became the fi rst executive director 
of the Old Brooklyn Community 
Development Corporation.  I am so 
happy that MetroHealth has agreed 
to spare this beautiful church com-
plex.  
 I do not understand why Metro-
Health wants to destroy these 
important structures in the neigh-
borhood which they purport to be 
a part of.  And why the majority of 
members of a Design Review Com-
mittee and Ward 14 Councilwoman 

Jasmin Santana would vote in favor 
of their demolition plans is beyond 
me.  It must be either ignorance or 
indifference on their parts, and it is 
most disheartening to have people 
who think as they do in positions of 
power.   Demolition decisions like 
these are irreversible!
 Countries in Europe know to pre-
serve their historic structures while 
we wasteful Americans think it’s 
acceptable to tear down whatever 
gets in the way of the new plans 
someone has in mind.  I beg you 
to consider the long-term effects of 
destroying neighborhood history, 
and to exercise reason instead of 
the wrecking ball.   Listen to the folks 
with knowledge and wisdom who 
have another vision for St. Nicholas 
Church and the Farnsworth House.  
These structures can easily exist within 
the greenspace campus MetroHealth 
wants to surround its new hospital -- but 
only if Cleveland City Planners and 
MetroHealth listen to the thought-fi lled 
voices of people advocating adaptive 
reuse.
Lynette Filips
Editor’s Note: Lynette Filips is an 
Old Brooklyn resident who has also 
been working diligently to save two 
historic structures for adaptive reuse in 
her own neighborhood — the former St. 
Luke’s United Church of Christ and the 
Greenline Building, both at the corner 
of Pearl Rd. and Memphis Ave.  She has 
been writing about local history (and 
other topics) in the Old Brooklyn News 
for 32 years; for many of the years when 
the OBN was a monthly newspaper, she 
was also its copy editor. 

Residents urges Planning Commission to keep the Farnsworth House and Byelorussian Church as part of the MetroHealth Park

Cleveland’s approach to community development 
should put people before developers’profi ts
by Chuck Hoven
 The City of Cleveland’s tax abate-
ment program is coming up for renewal 
at the end of May. For many years, 
the City has used tax abatement as a 
means of attracting new residents and 
improving its housing stock as part of 
its community development effort. It is 
time to seriously examine the use of tax 
abatement as a community development 
tool.

COMMENTARY
  When focusing on community devel-
opment, we need to ask about the pop-
ulation of Cleveland, and what part of 
that population most needs the services 
and protection of City government. It 
seems the most obvious population is 
families with children, especially those 
families living below or just above the 
poverty line.
 In meeting the needs of this popu-
lation, our community development 
corporations and our City of Cleveland 
government have utterly failed since 

the beginning of the federally funded 
Community Development Block Grant 
program. We have wasted millions of 
dollars in block grant funding without 
tackling its primary purpose – to help 
move people out of poverty. 
 Over the years, in addition to mis-
spending the block grant funds, the 
City of Cleveland has taken to giving 
15-year 100% property tax abatements 
to all new residential development and 
on the value of improvements made in 
residential rehabilitation projects.
 When tax abatements were first 
proposed in Cleveland, Cleveland’s 
Planning Director Norm Krumholz 
vehemently opposed the idea. Krum-
holz, the father of equity planning and 
mentor to many as a professor at the 
Cleveland State University College 
of Urban Affairs, said that once you 
start giving abatements it will be like 
pandora’s box. All the developers will 
want an abatement. Janice Cogger, who 
continued on page 6continued on page 6

To the editor:
 The full Planning Commission 
meeting where the MetroHealth (MH) 
demolitions and temporary 3-acre park 
concept plan may be voted on has been 
moved to May 6th @ 9am. 
 I’ve been talking with some of you 
about the importance of planning for the 
whole 12 acres before fast-tracking the 
demos for a temporary 3 acres that will 
likely need to be modifi ed later anyway. 
 Waiting another year or so will enable 
a comprehensive plan for the whole 
park that includes not only exploring 
potential uses for all three buildings, 
but also an opportunity to integrate 
planning with a comprehensive traffi c 
study needed at this early stage. 
 Since MH plans include the removal 
of South Point Drive, a traffi c study 
could explore how the removing of 
South Point could enable moving the 
traffi c signal from Marvin and/or Wood-
bridge to Daisy Ave, where a signal is in 
much more of a need due to the volume 
(from/to Daisy, Library, and Poe) exit-

ing and entering Daisy, and the danger 
of making turns in and out of there due 
to SB traffi c racing to enter I-71 South. 
 MetroHealth’s Greg Zucca told me 
after the April 6th community meeting 
that they closed the W. 25th entrance 
to the parking lot near Daisy due to 
confl icts with traffi c. And that diffi -
culty with access to parking there is 
part of why they want to demolish the 
Farnsworth House and St. Nicholas. 
Moving the Marvin and/or Woodbridge 
traffi c signal to Daisy and lining up that 
parking lot entrance/exit with the signal 
would resolve that and the Daisy Ave 
access issues. 
 These are some of the reasons for 
delaying the demolitions, the parking 
lot removal and temporary greening 
for only a year or so. We can discuss 
separately if anyone wants to speak 
about these issues at the full Planning 
Commission meeting, write any letters, 
sign a petition, discuss with offi cials, 
etc.
Bob Gardin
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 16, 2022; MetroHealth Campus – area just north of I-71 – viewed from W. 25th Street side: Community 
activists Bob Gardin and Alan Forman, from the Jones Home Historic District in the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood, 
would like others in the community to join their efforts to save all three of these buildings and incorporate them into 
a proposed 12-acre MetroHealth park planned for the area between Scranton and W. 25th from I-71 to MetroHealth 
Drive. MetroHealth proposes to save only the Trinity/Emanuel Church complex –on the right. MetroHealth would 
like to tear down the Farnsworth House (middle) and the St. Nicholas Byelorussian Church (rear view on the left).

Getting a fresh start: sealing a criminal record and CQE’s
by Tonya Sams
 Many people who have been incar-
cerated have a diffi cult time obtaining 
employment after their release from 
prison. This can hinder them from ful-
fi lling their parole obligations as well 
as providing for themselves. Reentrants 
to regular society can try to alleviate 
this problem by applying to have their 
criminal records sealed or applying for 
a Certifi cate of Qualifi cation for Em-
ployment (CQE).
 Sealing a criminal record is often 
confused with expunging a criminal 
record. An expungement completely 
erases a criminal record, and this is 
not actually allowed in Ohio. When a 
person’s record is sealed, they are not 
obligated to reveal an arrest, charge, or 
conviction when a reentrant is applying 
for a job. 
 Not all sealed records are withheld 
from employers, especially those posi-
tions that are related to the conviction. 
This could include jobs involving 
children, older people, or people with 
developmental disabilities.
 Convictions that cannot be sealed 
are 1st and 2nd degree felonies, most sex 
crimes, crimes against children, crimes 
involving serious acts of violence, and 
traffi c and OVI/DUI convictions.
 There are two ways a person can 
qualify for record sealing: under Criteria 
A or under Criteria B. Applicants who 
meet Criteria A have been convicted 
of a misdemeanor or felony offense. 
Those who meet Criteria B have no 
more than two felony convictions and 
four misdemeanor convictions. If an ap-
plicant has two felony convictions, they 
cannot have more than two additional 
misdemeanor convictions. 
 Reentrants are eligible for record 
sealing if their cases were ruled “no 

bills” (not enough evidence to prose-
cute and the case is dismissed) or “not 
guilty”, even if they do not meet the 
requirements of Criteria A or B.
 Based on the type of conviction, there 
is a certain length of time that you must 
wait before applying for record sealing. 
For example: applicants with misde-
meanors and 4th or 5th degree felonies 
must wait a year after completing their 
sentence, parole, or probation to apply, 
and they must also make sure all fi nes 
have been paid before applying.
 There is no waiting period for people 
who were found not guilty and people 
whose cases were dropped (annulled) 
or dismissed.
 More information is available in 
Legal Aid’s “Sealing an Ohio Criminal 
Record” brochure.  The brochure is 
available at: https://lasclev.org/record-
sealingbrochure/.
 If you are not eligible to have your 
record sealed, applying for a Certifi cate 
of Qualifi cation for Employment (CQE) 
might be an option. CQE’s remove 
collateral sanctions that prevent people 
with records from being employed, cer-
tifi ed, or licensed in certain fi elds. Col-
lateral sanctions are penalties that were 
included in a prison sentence. CQE’s 
do not guarantee employment, but they 
do allow people to be considered for 
positions that they were previously 
barred from. CQE’s also have guidelines 
on the length of time that an applicant 
must wait to apply. Those time limits 
are based on the type of conviction.
 Legal Aid may be able to help you 
seal your criminal record. Call 888-
817-3777 or visit lasclev.org/contact 
for more information.  
Tonya Sams is the Development and 
Communications Assistant at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland.

Community Meeting
 The April 6th community meeting 
was attended by about 40 people. 
Cleveland’s Planning Director Joyce 
Pan Huang spoke briefly at the 
beginning of the meeting. Huang 
outlined three important factors 
she hoped would result from the 
meeting: more neighborhood con-
versations, more green space, and 
the retention of culture and heritage.
 Gregory Zucca, Executive Direc-
tor of MetroHealth’s CCH Devel-
opment Corporation, spoke to the 
crowd about MetroHealth’s plans. 
He said, when plans are completed 
for MetroHealth’s transformation of 
its 52-acre campus, it will include 25 
acres of green space. He noted the 
formation of an EcoDistrict as part 
of the planning process and spoke 
of neighborhood engagement during 
the two-year planning process.
 Zucca said the green space creat-
ed by the park would have space for 
neighborhood events. He said plans 
called for a welcome plaza which 
would feature better pedestrian 
connection from W. 25th Street to the 
new Glick Center on Scranton. He 
said there would be paths through 
the new park that he hoped would 
eventually connect to the broader 
West Side and to the towpath trail. 
Zucca said he viewed the park as 
a neighborhood commons. He said 
the park would feature some of the 
culture of the neighborhood and 
offer a respite area for patients, 
visitors, and employees. He said the 
park could also be a site for pop up 
shops and farmers’ markets.
 Zucca said MetroHealth would 
like the proposed 3-acre park be-
tween Scranton and W. 25th across 
from the Glick Center to be com-
pleted and operational by the end 
of the year. He said the park would 
eventually become part of a larger 
12-acre park that would run from 
MetroHealth Drive to I-71. The 
larger park would involve hiring a 
landscape architect to design the 
park. Zucca said local nonprofit 
Land Studio would be involved in 
the master planning process for the 
park.
 Zucca then offered some con-
cessions to those calling for pres-
ervation of three buildings that 
were slated for demolition as part 
of MetroHealth’s plan to build a 
larger 12-acre park. MetroHealth’s 
original park plans involved tearing 
down the Trinity Church Complex 
to make way for its larger future 12-
acre park. Zucca proposed that the 
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Trinity Church Complex, just south 
of the proposed 3-acre temporary 
park, could be repurposed as part 
of the 12.5-acre larger park sched-
uled to be completed by 2025. He 
noted that the Church faces toward 
the neighborhood on W. 25th Street 
and could be used as a buffer and 
anchor to the park and create a safer 
environment.
 Additionally, Zucca said Metro-
Health would now offer to preserve 
the dome of the smaller St. Nicholas 
Byelorussian Orthodox Church and 
use it as a central point in the initial 
stage of the park.
 Zucca said MetroHealth’s posi-
tion is that it doesn’t think all three 
buildings are needed and that 
MetroHealth does not have the 
staffi ng capacity to offer programs 
in all three buildings.
 Bob Gardin countered saying “No 
one expects Metro to offer programs 
in the buildings.” Gardin suggested 
that MetroHealth seek proposals 
from area nonprofi ts to offer pro-
grams in the buildings and lease 
the buildings to those organizations. 
Gardin suggested that MetroHealth 
could create green space by getting 
rid of the parking lot and fences 
and softening the Cleveland Public 
Power substation by planting some 
grass on its roof.
 While Gardin welcomed Metro-
Health’s proposal to save Trinity 
Church, he asked, what is the harm 
in waiting to see if organizations 
would come forward with proposals 
to operate programs in the Farn-
sworth House and the Byelorussian 
Church?
   Near West Design Review  
   A week after the community meet-
ing, on April 13th, the Near West De-
sign Review Committee met again 
to review MetroHealth’s proposal for 
the 3-acre park. 
 At the meeting, Greg Zucca noted 
to the committee that MetroHealth 
was now proposing to preserve for 
community use Trinity Church Com-
plex which has 20,000 square feet of 
space. Zucca said Trinity is currently 
being used by Turner Construction 
while it is building the new hospital, 
but it would be available for the 
future 12.5 acre larger park. 
 Zucca said MetroHealth is not 
considering using the other two 
buildings (Farnsworth House and 
St. Nicholas Byelorussian Church) 
and having private development or 
requests for proposals for use of 
those buildings is not being consid-
ered. Zucca requested that the Near 
West Design Review Committee 
approve a proposal to demolish 
the Farnsworh House and the St. 
Nicholas Byelorussian Church.

 Walter Jones, MetroHealth’s 
Senior Vice President for Campus 
Transformation, asked that the 
committee also consider fi nal ap-
proval of the complete design and 
construction of the 3-acre park. He 
said MetroHealth hoped to complete 
the 3-acre park by the end of the 
year. The park, he said, would try to 
incorporate a bike path and would 
provide locations and a pad for two 
Regional Transit Authority Shelters.
 Michael Tobin, Vice President of 
Communications, Government and 
Community Relations at Metro-
Health Medical Center, said the 
community engagement process 
was time well spent. He said he 
felt most people at the community 
meeting were supportive of Metro-
Health’s compromise proposal.
 Near West Design Review Mem-
ber Bob Gardin said he didn’t get 
the impression from the Community 
Meeting that residents approved of 
the demolition of the historic build-
ings. Gardin asked that members 
of the committee take some time to 
tour the two buildings to determine 
their condition. Gardin also called 
for a traffi c study to determine the 
impact of the loss of South Point 
Road and to look at placing a traffi c 
light at W. 25th and Daisy.
 Near West Design Review Chair-
person David Jurca said Metro-
Health should address its justi-
fication for demolishing the two 
buildings and what it planned to go 
in the space where the buildings are 
now located.
 MetroHealth representatives 
said the buildings take up 25% of 
the space proposed for the initial 
3-acre park. The Farnsworth House 
has no useable plumbing. The two 
buildings have not been occupied 
since MetroHealth acquired them. 
They said the church appeared to 
be in better shape than the house 
but does not have any purpose for 
MetroHealth. They said demolishing 
the two buildings now would make 
for a smoother construction process 
for the new park.
 Committee Member Kerry said 
she is hearing two different versions 
of sentiment at the community 
meeting: one is that the community 
is opposed to the demolition, the 
other is there is a minority opposed 
to demolition. She asked about the 
format and method of collecting 
community sentiment.
 Zucca said two individuals ex-
pressed very vocal opposition. Sev-
eral others, he said, were open to 
compromise. Zucca said he worked 
closely with the fi ve neighborhood 
ambassadors. He said neighbor-
hood ambassador Rodney Lewellan 

reached out to neighbors and found 
them generally supportive of the 
compromise. Zucca acknowledged 
that not everybody is supportive. It 
is not unanimous, but there is a lot 
of support from the community.
 Kerry called for sustainable demo-
lition of the buildings and preserving 
elements of both buildings that can 
be saved.
 Gardin said he did not think there 
was justification to demolish the 
buildings. He said their demolition 
was not required to build the park 
and there would be plenty of green 
space without demolishing the his-
toric buildings.
 Committee member John Rakaus-
kas said he would like more informa-
tion. He said he would like to see 
the big picture of how Trinity Church 
would fi t into the overall master plan 
for the park. The proposal for the 
small park does not include Trinity 
Church, he said.
 MetroHealth responded that Trini-
ty Church would be part of the future 
12-acre park and they were currently 
in the process of hiring the overall 
park planners.
 City of Cleveland Planning Direc-
tor Joyce Huang, who had attended 
the community meeting, weighed in 
on her perception of the meeting. 
She said there were a broad range 
of perspectives expressed at the 
meeting. In reading the room she 
estimated that 80% desired a park 
and were receptive to saving one 
building, but not all. She said there 
is a cost. She said she takes the 
prospect of demolition very seriously 
and felt the smaller church is beauti-
ful. Huang then offered her support 
to MetroHealth for the demolition of 
the two buildings.
 Rodney Lewallen, a committee 
member and one of the neigh-
borhood ambassadors, said the 
ambassador team was now 80% in 
favor of demolishing the two historic 
buildings with one of the fi ve mem-
bers supporting opposition to the 
demolition.
 Councilwoman Jasmin Santana 

said she hoped that MetroHealth 
had learned a valuable lesson about 
keeping the community informed 
about its plans. She said she felt 
frustrated that the community wasn’t 
notifi ed earlier about the demolition 
plans. She said she had conferred 
with MetroWest’s Director, and he 
had voiced support for the demo-
lition. Santana spoke of the lack of 
recreational areas for children in the 
neighborhood, and then offered her 
approval of the proposed demoli-
tions.
 Lewallen said he was a huge 
supporter of saving Trinity Church. 
He said the focus of the community 
should be on: “What do we want 
Trinity to look like? What kind of 
programming do we want?” 
 Committee member Esbeey 
offered a resolution for the Near 
West Design Review Committee 
to vote on. The resolution called 
for approval of the demolitions with 
the condition that there be a plan to 
document the historical elements of 
each building and that the develop-
ers opt to remove reusable materials 
from the buildings and submit their 
salvage plan to do so.
 The Near West Design Review 
Committee voted 7-2 to approve the 
demolition proposal. Voting against 
the proposal were Bob Gardin and 
John Rakauskas.
 Another resolution to approve the 
Conceptual Design of the 3-acre 
park was proposed by Committee 
Member Jenice Contreras. That 
resolution passed by a 7-1 vote, 
with Bob Gardin voting against the 
proposal.  

Next Step
 The next step in the approval 
process for both the demolitions 
and the new park will be to present 
the plans to the City of Cleveland 
Planning Commission for approval. 
The next meeting of the Planning 
Commission is May 6th at 9 a.m. As 
of the time the Plain Press is going 
to press, the agenda for that meeting 
had not yet been made public.

Read the Plain Press Online:Read the Plain Press Online:
https://plainpress.bloghttps://plainpress.blog
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 16, 2022; W. 25th between Sackett and MetroHealth Drive: This new building called Via Sana (Healthy 
Way), is joint project of MetroHealth’s CCH Development Corporation and the NRP Group. Via Sana will be a 72-unit 
apartment complex with a career opportunity center on the fi rst fl oor. One-bedroom, two-bedroom, and three-bedroom 
apartments will be available for rent.

Equity is on the (Transit) line: Two 
transit riders nominated to RTA board
by Aja Hannah
 Leaning into the street, a resident 
fl ags down her bus. She wears thick 
gloves as she holds onto the bus stop 
sign. A light rain falls, washing old salt 
and snow down a nearby drain. 
 There is no shelter and her black coat 
is zipped all the way up as she hunches 
over, hiding her face from the cold. Be-
cause of the snow and ice piled in banks, 
she can’t stand safely on the sidewalk 
and still reach the bus stop. 
 The bus pulls up and she gets on. She 
may have waited as long as 30 minutes.
 Earlier this month, Mayor Justin Bibb 
nominated two public transit users, 
Jeffrey Sleasman and Lauren Welch, to 
the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (GCRTA) Board of Trustees. 
If approved, they would be only the 
third and fourth trustees to actually use 
the transit system they represent while 
on the board, according to the volun-
teer-run organization Clevelanders for 
Public Transit (CPT).  (Editor’s note:
Lauren Welch is also a board member 
of The Land.)
 Sleasman, a downtown resident, 
is dedicated to public transit and was 
recommended for the GCRTA Board 
once before. He is a longtime member 
of CPT and he has been car-free for 
30 years. CPT members are typically 
transit riders who are also leaders in 
the community. The group advocates 
to improve the city’s transit system in 
terms of safety, accessibility, reliability, 
and affordability. 
 Edgewater resident Welch was also 
recommended by CPT this year. She 
first connected to the transit system 
as a fi xed-route rider in high school 
and remained car-free until last year, 
when she purchased a car for business 
purposes. Welch said she continues to 
use the GCRTA. 
 “These are people who regularly use 
public transit to get to their jobs and go 
about their daily lives,” said Erin Gay 
Miyoshi, a member of the CPT Board, 
who regularly rides a bus to work from 
her home in Cleveland Heights. “They 
can make decisions from their fi rsthand 
experience.” 
 Last year, Roberta Duarte joined the 
Board after Bibb’s term ended while 
he was campaigning for mayor. Duarte 
was the fi rst fi xed-route transit rider to 
be added to the Board and had been 
recommended by CPT. GCRTA Board 
President Rev. Charles P. Lucas is a 
regular paratransit rider, too. 
 Welch hopes she and Sleasman are 
not the last resident riders to be nom-
inated. “For so long,” she said, “we 

didn’t have residents’ voices on the 
board. I’m really grateful that now we 
have leadership that understands the 
importance of that.” 
 In recent years, GCRTA has had 
falling ridership rates, rising fare costs, 
and service cuts. Primary funding for 
GCRTA comes from a one-percent sales 
tax within Cuyahoga County which 
was set in 1975. Since then, Cuyahoga 
County has lost 30 percent of its popu-
lation, largely due to increased housing 
costs. This has generated what CPT calls 
a “death spiral.” 
 Miyoshi said a new major source of 
funding for the system is desperately 
needed and she hopes the board will be 
able to diversify revenue. “The RTA’s 
been in fi nancial distress,” she said. 
“There’s so many things we would like 
to see, but it all depends on funding.”
 Nominations must be approved 
by the City Council. If all goes well, 
Sleasman will start his term next year 
when Valerie McCall’s term has ended. 
He will hold the position for three years. 
Sleasman is also part of the advisory 
committee for The Paradox Prize, a 
$1 million competition that sources 
proposals for improving transportation 
in Northeast Ohio. 
 Welch would start her term this 
month and the term would go for three 
years. RTA and Mayor Bibb’s Offi ce 
declined to comment at this time on 
the next steps in the nomination and 
appointment process. 
 Welch has 15 years of experience 
in marketing and advocacy. She is the 
assistant director of communications at 
Say Yes Cleveland and founder of Lau-
rel Cadence. Miyoshi said Welch would 
be an important appointment not just 
because of her expertise in marketing 
and advocacy, but also for connection 
to the schools. 
 “RTA serves as school district bus 
transportation,” Miyoshi said. “There 
are a lot of problems with the contract 
from a student/parent view. The passes 
are only for the weekdays, so if the 
students are participating in academic 
programs during the weekend, they have 
to fi nd their own way.”

“WHEN I’M ON THE BOARD, 
EVERYBODY IS COMING WITH 
ME. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BY MY SIDE 
AND IN FRONT OF ME AND BE-
HIND ME, WHO I AM TAKING 
WITH ME. I DON’T BELIEVE 
THIS [APPOINTMENT] IS JUST 
FOR ME.”
                  — LAUREN WELCH

 Welch remembers what it is like to be 
a black girl from Ohio City boarding the 
bus to school. 
 “When I was younger, the RTA for 
me was part of my community like 
your next-door neighbor is part of the 
community,” she recalled. “Some of 
those bus drivers were like guardians 
to so many of us who were a part of 
CMSD [Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District].
 “Ultimately, what I think about is: 
Who did I need to advocate for me when 
I was younger and who do I continue to 
need?”
 Miyoshi noted that student bus passes 
have curfews. That means students who 
work, or stay late at the library, have 
to fi nd other ways home. Elementary 
school students and middle school stu-
dents also have different pass usability 
times, which makes it diffi cult for older 
siblings to get their younger siblings 
safely home. 
 Welch said one of her skills is listen-

ing and gathering stories. “When I’m 
on the board, everybody is coming with 
me,” she said. “There are a number of 
people who are by my side, and in front 
of me, and behind me, who I am taking 
with me. I don’t believe this [appoint-
ment] is just for me.” 
 This year GCRTA plans to implement 
a pilot program that would replace 
armed police officers with civilian 
transit ambassadors on high ridership 
lines, such as the Healthline. These 10 

ambassadors would check passes, assist 
patrons in navigating the system, and 
report real security concerns to transit 
police.
 India Birdsong, RTA’s new CEO, pre-
dicts the program will launch this fall. 
In a recent speech at the City Club of 
Cleveland, Birdsong acknowledged that 
RTA has not yet hired any ambassadors.
 “Our goal is to have them assist with

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, April 15th, 2022; La Sagrada Familia Parish, 7719 Detroit Avenue: Many colorful squares that make up a Holy 
Week Carpet adorning the fl oor of the gymnasium in the rear of the church. Following a tradition practiced in Guatemala 
and El Salvador, the carpet images are made from dyed saw dust. Parishioner Millie Ortiz recruited various groups to 
design carpet panels. Pastor Padre Francisco Honorato Garnica, CSJ says the different groups contributed artwork 
each creating a design for the carpet. After the evening Good Friday service, Padre Francisco says the parishioners 
will walk over the Holy Week Carpet destroying the images.

worked with Krumholz in the City of 
Cleveland Planning Department and 
later at Cleveland State University, 
recalling Krumholz’s warning, noted 
that the tax abatement program was very 
limited when it started. It was just used 
to lure developers to areas declared slum 
and blight.
 True to Krumholz’s warning, the 
program has expanded significantly 
over the past 40 years. According to 
the Cleveland Tax Abatement Study 
published in July of 2020, in 2018 
foregone revenue because of property 

tax abatements that would have gone to 
the City of Cleveland amounted to about 
$4 million. In the same year foregone 
revenue that would have gone to the 
Cleveland Municipal School District 
amounted to about $15 million. Other 
entities that receive a portion of the 
property tax revenue include Cuyahoga 
County, the Cleveland Public Library 
System and the Metroparks.
 The study also notes that 65% of 
the people that received tax abatement 
reported they would have moved to 
Cleveland without the abatement. Some 
said they may have purchased a smaller 

house or a house in a different neigh-
borhood. The study also notes that the 
revenue from increased payroll taxes 
that result from tax abatements does 
not equal even the City of Cleveland’s 
$4 million per year in property tax loss, 
much less the millions that are foregone 
by other government entities that are 
recipients of property tax revenue.
  The current system of giving abate-
ments to developers does not result in 
safe, affordable housing for residents 
whose family income falls below the 
poverty line. It does the opposite – it 
takes resources from this population.
 In keeping this tax abatement policy 
in place, developers have too much 
infl uence over our political leaders and 
community development corporations 
in Cleveland. Some development or-
ganizations derive signifi cant income 
from development fees. Our politicians 
receive signifi cant amounts of campaign 
contributions from developers and those 
in the building trades. In 1997 when 
the Cleveland Teachers Union tried to 
end tax abatement, which they saw as 
draining signifi cant resources from the 
Cleveland Municipal School District, 
the leaders of local community develop-
ment corporations and Cleveland City 
Council members opposed the teachers’ 
efforts.
 One goal of community development 
in the City of Cleveland should be to 
maximize its property tax revenue. 
This revenue will not only support city 
and county services, but it will also add 
signifi cant revenue to the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District, the Cleve-
land Public Library system and to the 
Metroparks, which are all institutions 
that help make life better for Cleveland 
families with children.
 We need to ween our development 
corporations and our City Council mem-
bers from feeding at the developers’ 
trough. We need them to focus on hu-
man scale development that is oriented 
to helping lift families out of poverty. 
We need to end tax abatements in 
Cleveland and start collecting property 
taxes from all the new and rehabilitated 
properties in our city. Cleveland’s tax 
abatement policy is up for review this 
May. Residents should let their City 
Council member know their thoughts 
about whether to continue the program.
 How would we ween development 
corporations from depending on reve-
nue from developers? Instead of devel-
opment corporations deriving revenue 
from developers’ fees, the City could 
provide development corporations with 
revenue from its share of the property 
tax. This is revenue that could be used 
to help low-income residents rehabili-
tate their houses and make their homes 
lead safe. The current system of giving 
abatements to developers does not re-

sult in safe, affordable housing for the 
residents of the city of Cleveland whose 
family income falls below the poverty 
line.
 More property taxes paid from new 
developments would also assure that our 
school system has the resources to offer 
a wide variety of programs to students 
from Pre-k to grade 12. The taxes would 
also help libraries secure robust resourc-
es and to reach out to residents with 
more programs for children and adults. 
The taxes will allow the Metroparks 
to continue to maintain high quality 
parks and trails. Property tax payments 
will also allow the City and County to 
provide services that compare to those 
of any suburb.
 The city of Cleveland houses many 
large public and nonprofi t facilities that 
pay no property tax at all. While the City 
of Cleveland benefi ts from the payroll 
tax from employees of these facilities, 
the schools, libraries and Metroparks 
do not receive any revenue. If the City 
is truly committed to developing its 
people, a portion of the payroll tax from 
these facilities should be set aside for 
the schools, libraries, Metroparks or for 
programs that directly benefi t families 
with children.
 How would you measure the perfor-
mance of community development or-
ganizations using this policy of putting 
people before profi ts? One way would 
be to record the number of students in 
the neighborhood that graduate from 
high school, successfully complete 
some post-secondary-school education-
al or skill building program, and then 
choose to stay in the city of Cleveland.
 It is guaranteed that the lifetime 
contribution to the city of Cleveland of 
a successful Cleveland student will be 
more than any multiplier effect from 
development dollars attracted to the 
city of Cleveland by tax abatements. If 
Cleveland’s tax abatement policy were 
so successful, we would not have the 
highest poverty rate of any big city in 
the United States.
 By investing in our children, and by 
providing high quality City and County 
services, we will not only improve the 
lifetime earnings of Cleveland residents, 
but we will also encourage people to 
want to live in Cleveland because of the 
quality of its schools and the quality of 
services it offers. Instead, residents are 
always told there is not enough money 
to provide the service levels they would 
like to see. However, there is always 
enough money to subsidize developers.
 Our children cannot wait 15-years to 
benefi t from property taxes from new 
development in Cleveland. It is time to 
put an end to Cleveland’s tax abatement 
program.
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that involves residents involving 
decisions that affect their lives,” said 
Martin. 
 “It is painful to witness so much 
cynicism around civic engagement 
in Cleveland. Fifteen percent of 
Cleveland residents voted for the 
mayor this past election.”
 Across the seventeen city council 
wards, one in four residents voted for 
their council member, she mentioned. 
The root cause of the apathy is 
the failure to include the public in 
decision-making that impacts their 
lives. For Martin and members of 
PB CLE, people feel disconnected 
and disempowered. They don’t feel 
like their voices matter. Participatory 
budgeting is the most fundamental 
lesson of community engagement.
 “Those closest to a problem should 
be involved in solving it,” she said. 
“Our budget is a moral document for 
this city.”
 Signed into law on March 11, 2021, 
The American rescue Plan Act of 2021 
provides $350 billion in funding for 
state and local governments. The City 

of Cleveland was awarded the eighth 
highest of any city nationwide at $511 
in ARPA funds.
 In December 2021, Cleveland City 
Council approved outgoing Mayor 
Frank Jackson’s spending allocations 
for much of the fi rst portion of 
funding. Allocation of funds includes 
$108M for revenue loss recovery to 
balance the 2022 Budget and $20M 
for Broadband access. A total of 
$26M for Public Safety Equipment 
and supplies; $5M for the Cleveland 
Food Bank; $80M for Community and 
Economic Development; $3M to Allen 
Estates housing development; $2M to 
Northeast Ohio Neighborhood Health 
Service (NEON); $8M to redevelop 
the former apartments at 9410 Hough 
Avenue; $2M to Hitchcock Center for 
Women; $15M for housing demolition, 
and $17M for the Lead Safe Home 
Fund, a fi rst-of-its-kind public, and 
private partnership to make Cleveland 
homes lead-safe. 
 Mayor Bibb’s Transition Report 
includes recommendations to provide 
funding to stabilize education, 
specifi cally PRE4CLE and the Say 
Yes Scholarship fund. The report 
recommends investment funds for the 
arts in Cleveland’s neighborhoods, 
community improvement districts, 
and safe and affordable housing to 
stabilize, respond, and recover from the 
pandemic. The participatory Budgeting 
Process was in the plan.  Some people 
think PB is not participatory enough, 
while others feel it goes too far. 
 “Participatory budgeting can feel 
a lot like democracy,” said Liza 
Featherstone in a recently published 
article in Shelterforce, an independent, 
non-academic publication covering 
community development, affordable 
housing, and neighborhood 
stabilization. Featherstone is the author 
of Divining Desire: Focus Groups and 
the Culture of Consultation.
 “PB offers a glimpse of how a more 
civically engaged society might work,” 
she said. “But it’s also a distraction 
from the actual mechanisms of power 
and can reinforce or even worsen 
existing 
inequalities.”
 Implementing participatory 
budgeting requires careful 
consideration. How to collect the 
preferences of community members 
into an actionable project is the goal. 
In March, PB CLE released a 52-
page document titled Participatory 
Budgeting Cleveland: 2022 Action 
Plan. Council members received a 
copy of the report before the City 
Council meeting. PB CLE is asking for 
$30.8 million, representing the 30.8% 
of people living in poverty. 
 PB CLE proposes dividing the 
decisions on allocation of the $30.8 
million across two sets of public 
meetings. The fi rst cycle target line 
would start in summer 2022, with 
voting in spring 2023, with $10.8M 
being allocated. A second cycle 
would begin in summer 2023, with 
voting in summer 2024, with the 
remaining $20M being allocated. 
Funds are divided into 17 smaller 
funds, weighted based on the percent 
of Cleveland’s population living in 
poverty. For example, Ward 5, which 
has the highest poverty rate at 9.93%, 
would get $3.06M, while Ward 17, 
with poverty at 3.64%, would receive 
$1.12M.
 Residents submit ideas for their ward 
or submit a city-wide idea that appears 
on the ballot, while participation 
inequalities are likely, acknowledges 
the report. A second option
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Cleveland, OH 44113. 

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 3pm (reg-
ular bargain prices) First Saturday 
of Month: 10 to noon /clothes in 
store and Gym, Clothes $1.00 a 
bag. “We supply the bags All items 
“As Is” cond. Masks Required

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

WANTED
PAYING CASH FOR DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS: Must be sealed, 
unexpired, undamaged. Text/call 
216-220-1506.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, April 15th, 2022; La Sagrada Familia Parish, 7719 Detroit Avenue: A Holy Week Carpet panel contributed by 
a group from Urban Community School says “Rejoice!”

Primary Election set for Tuesday, May 3rd: polls will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 Registered voters may select a Dem-
ocratic Party or Republican Party ballot 
when they vote in the Primary Election 
on May 3rd. For those voting in person 
the polls will be open from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on May 3rd. 
 Early in-person voting can also be 
done at the Board of Elections, 2925 
Euclid Avenue, on weekdays from April 
25 to April 29th from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 
on Saturday April 30 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; on Sunday May1, from 1- 5 p.m.; 
and on Monday May 2nd from 8 a.m. -2 
p.m.
 Vote by mail information and appli-
cations are available on the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections’ website at: 
www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov .  All 
Vote-by-Mail absentee ballots mailed 
anywhere in the United States must be 
postmarked on or before May 2, 2022, 
and received by the Board of Elections 
on or before May 13, 2022.
 Voters can access a sample ballot 
before they vote. Sample ballots are 
available on the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections website at: www.
boe.cuyahogacounty.gov. To access a 
sample ballot, click on Voters, then Get 
a Sample Ballot. You will then select 
the election date, your city, ward, and 
precinct.
 Voters will be choosing the candidate 
to represent their political party in the 
general election in November for the 
following State of Ohio positions: Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, Attor-

ney General, Auditor of State, Secretary 
of State, and Treasurer of State. Other 
statewide positions include a choice of 
Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court 
and two additional Supreme Court po-
sitions.
 On the federal level, voters will be 
choosing their party’s representative in 
the race for United States Senator. They 
will also choose a candidate to represent 
their party in the 11th Congressional 
District.
 Many of the judges are running unop-
posed in the primary including several 
candidates for Judge of the Court of 
Appeals and candidates for the Court of 
Common Pleas. There are some judicial 
races where you will have a choice of 
candidates, others will have one candi-
date, and on some ballots, there will be 
no candidates listed for some judicial 
positions.
 Voters will also weigh in on choices 
for Cuyahoga County Executive. Voters 
in some County Council Districts (Dis-
trict 3 and District 7) will also choose a 
candidate.
 At the bottom of the ballot voters will 
be asked to select a person to represent 
their precinct on the County Central 
Committee for their political party. In 
some precincts no candidate has come 
forward to run for this position, or only 
a write in candidate has come forward.
 In Ward 15 Precinct G, voters will be 
asked to weigh in on a petition to allow 
the store at 8901 Madison to have a D-6 

liquor permit for sale of wine and mixed 
beverages on Sunday.

that fare enforcement, but that will be their 
only role,” said Birdsong, the fi rst Black 
woman to head the RTA. “We don’t want to 
replace fare enforcement with those ambas-
sadors.” 
 Hiring Birdsong isn’t GCRTA’s only step 
towards Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, and 
Inclusion (DEAI). According to Birdsong, 
GCRTA is the first public transportation 
group in the country to sign The Hispanic 
Promise, a pledge to hire and promote His-
panics in the workplace. The GCRTA also 
created a DEAI team and changed its slogan 
to “Connecting to the Community” in an 
attempt to refl ect a commitment to change. 
 Birdsong hopes that a few ambassadors 
will be social workers who can also help 
homeless people, those with substance 
issues, and people suffering mental health 
crises.
 “Too often we see individuals from 
marginalized communities end up being 
criminalized because they simply do not have 
the $2.50 to pay,” Welch said. “We need to 
treat riders with dignity and respect. I can’t 
tell you how many times I’ve seen people 
that look just like me get arrested because 
they don’t have the fare. It’s not equitable.” 
 Miyoshi said she hopes that the two new 
board members will push for construction 
of new rider safety measures, such as well-
lit shelters, as well as task the City with 
better maintenance of the sidewalks. CPT 
believes in a “Transit Bill of Rights” and that 
Cleveland’s system can implement the best 
practices in other cities. 
 “One of the pain points to access is the 
fares,” Miyoshi said. “Other cities like 
Youngstown and Toledo are fare-free. I don’t 

know what the answer is, but they need to 
look at reduced or free fares for low-income 
residents. It’s a lifeline. It needs to be a ser-
vice we are making accessible.”
 “Transit is for everyone,” added Welch. “I 
want a safe and equitable city for everybody. 
If we are putting in more stops in different 
neighborhoods, that means more devel-
opment in those neighborhoods and more 
people in those neighborhoods.”
Editor’s Note: Learn more about Cleve-
landers for Public Transit at http://www.
clefortransit.org and Mayor Bibb’s transition 
plan at https://mayor.clevelandohio.gov/. 
This article was provided to the Plain Press 
by the online publication, The Land. To read 
The Land online visit: www.thelandcle.org. 
Aja Hannah is a freelance journalist based 
in Northeast Ohio. She believes in the Ox-
ford comma, cheap fl ights, and a daily dose 
of chocolate. Follow her @ajahannah or 
https://www.facebook.com/AjaHannah. Her 
website is http://www.ajahannah.com. 
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PB CLEPB CLE

evenly splits $30.8 million into 17 
smaller funds. Historically disinvested 
neighborhoods get the same funding as 
advanced neighborhoods. Other options 
include one city-wide founding pool 
or providing funds to thirty-four city 
neighborhoods.
 The administrative cost of $489,000 
per year, or 3.1% of the annual budget 
includes a full-time PB Program Manager 
at $84,000/year plus a Non-profi t Outreach 
Manager at $84,000/year. Consultant for 
the pilot program is $30,000 a year and 21 
Steering Committee Members at $8,000 
a year. Budget delegates, technology, IT 
Developer, marketing, and special events 
for the public to participate make up the 
total. Martin believes the non-profi t and 
philanthropy community can provide 
funding to cover the costs. If not, PB CLE 
hopes to solicit the aid of the City Council.
 “We would like to save as much as the 
money for fundable projects,” she added, 
about paying personnel to run the program 
from the $30.8M budget. “But if it is a 
matter of functionality, we hope to work 
with the City Council to fi ll that need.”
 Once funding and administrative 
positions fi ll, PB CLE plans to fi nalize 
rules for the process by creating a rulebook. 

Voting on projects could start as young 
as age 14, circumventing the issue of low 
voter turnout in the general election.
 “There is fl exibility to allow people to 
vote, including online voting. Collection 
dates of cast votes can be a week-long, 
not just one day,” explained Martin. “The 
steering committee and budget delegates 
have a relationship with the community 
furthering the possibility of increasing 
participation. I hope we surpass the number 
of people showing up to vote in each ward 
election. That would be a win for us.”
 Long-time Ward 8 Councilman Michael 

Polensek, chair of the Public Safety 
Committee responsible for the oversight of 
the Cleveland Police and Fire Departments 
and the Emergency Medical Service, which 
represents more than 60% of the city’s 
annual $1.8M budget, said pension funds 
are a fi nancial priority.
 “Pension funds were hit hard during 
the last two years of the pandemic. We 
have to put money into them. United 
Way needs additional money. We have 
increased costs due to infl ation. All of the 
bargaining units want a pay increase. We 
have plenty of issues to solve and requests 

for money,” said Polensek. “The mayor has 
not proposed anything to the City Council 
about PB CLE. He sees what’s coming 
down the pike. We better not be pennywise 
but pound foolish.”
 First-term Ward 12 Councilwoman 
Rebecca Maurer strongly supports PB 
CLE, adding, “Participatory budgeting 
gives residents a voice in how critical 
dollars get spent. It’s a way to rebuild trust 
with the public.” 
 PB CLE is organizing a call to action 
zoom meeting for Sunday, May 15, from 
2:30 - 4:30 PM. Link to their website for 
information at https://www.pbcle.com. 

continued from page 6continued from page 6

which levies an immediate fi ne but can’t be 
taken to court, or a violation notice, which 
gives time to comply but can lead to court 
action. Tickets and violation notices are hung 
on the door or mailed. 
 Cusick said inspectors “lean towards 
the violation notice” because it gives the 
offender time to comply and can lead to court 
action. In extreme cases, CDPH can refer the 
resident to other services, or the City can step 
in and address the issue. Cases are prosecuted 
in Housing Court, with tickets carrying a 
maximum penalty of $150 plus court costs 
for an individual and $1,000 plus court costs 
for an entity. Penalties can be increased if the 
responsible parties don’t comply. 
 Maurer said even if an inspector goes out 
right after a complaint is received, enforce-
ment is a huge issue. “Houses fall through 
the cracks all the time. There’s not a level of 
compliance, and we don’t have the tools to 
address the issues,” she told The Land. 
 Glenville resident Carolyn Cooper agreed. 
She called about a vacant house with trash in 
the yard nearly two years ago and although 
the City said it sent out an inspector, the 
problem is still there. “I called the health 
department and said, ‘The tree looks like it’s 
about to fall into the house,’ and there were 
two big hedges that weren’t trimmed,” she 
said, but as of this writing, “that house is still 
a nuisance.”
 Ward 13 Council member Kris Harsh 
said the problem is often absentee landlords, 
and violation notices are more likely to lead 
to enforcement and compliance. “You can 
ticket in the hope that it jostles them out of 
complacency, but don’t ticket the landlords, 
because they’ll just pay the fi ne as the cost 
of doing business,” he said. 
 At the meeting, Maurer said the City needs 
to do a better job of contacting landlords 
because if the City sends the notice to the 
property and the landlord doesn’t live there, 
they may not receive it. She cited an example 
where she’d called a landlord about a bin of 
used diapers that had spilled onto the ground 
at a vacant property. The landlord was un-
aware of the problem because the tenant was 
no longer there, but the landlord cleaned it 
up after the phone call. 
 Conwell mentioned a Channel 5 story that 
investigated a nuisance house in Glenville 
and complained that TV news doesn’t take 
the time to understand the complaint process 
and simply blames the City. “They don’t 
know, and they really don’t care,” he said. 
 Conwell and other Council members want 
a quicker system of getting updates, which 
is something Bibb promised. However, Cu-
sick said CDPH’s systems are “archaic and 
outdated” and it’s something they’re working 
to address. 
 “Our staff are diligent … they’re often 
out there the next day (after a complaint is 
issued),” he said. 
 Council members told The Land that 
having an online complaint tracking system 
would help. “You may put in a ticket request, 
but there’s no communication that it’s been 
taken care of,” Starr said. “We need to do 

that because civic engagement is where we’re 
lacking in our neighborhoods, and residents 
need to be able to learn the process.”
 Harsh said it may not be feasible for 
CDPH to provide automatic updates, in part 
because of medical privacy laws in instances 
where there’s childhood lead poisoning. The 
Department of Building and Housing cur-
rently tracks complaints online, and all Coun-
cil members have access to this information, 
he said. He’s also worried about straining the 
City’s already-stretched resources. Finally, 
he said some health complaints, such as 
hoarding, are better addressed through social 
services than violation notices. 
 Maurer said it would be more effi cient if 
residents could track complaints without the 
Council member doing it for them. “I want 
to live in a world where the Council doesn’t 
manage these things,” she said. “I don’t live 
in that world. An incredible proportion of my 
day is spent tracking down which inspector 
did what. It would be incredibly helpful.”
To submit a nuisance complaint, go to https://
clevelandhealth.org/programs/environment/
environmental_investigations/ or call 311. 
Editor’s note: This article was provided to 
the Plain Press by the online publication, The 
Land. The author, Lee Chilcote, is editor of 
The Land. To read The Land online, visit their 
website at: www.thelandcle.org.

NUISANCE COMPLAINTSNUISANCE COMPLAINTS
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C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C TS T R DO O L  

The CMSD Summer 

Learning Experience 

 GET READY FOR
ANOTHER

 2022

Go to 

ClevelandMetroSchools.org/

SummerLearning22 

to learn more & sign up!

FREE!

Registration 

  is under way!

FO
R

CL
EV

ELA
ND

STU
DEN

TS
*

*Must be a CMSD student or pre-registered to enroll


