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PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, May 19, 2022; Max Hayes High School’s 
Construction Shop, 2211 W. 65th Street: (L-R) Tenth 
grade students Lekicha Hicks and Mareona Clemons 
hold up the artwork they are creating. The students 
built the frames of the canvases they painted, 
stretched the canvas, stapled the canvas onto the 
frames, and built stands to display their artwork.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, May 16, 2022; Cleveland City Council Meeting, Cleveland 
City Hall, 601 Lakeside Avenue: During the Public Comment period 
at the Cleveland City Council Meeting, Ward 4 resident David Beach 
addresses Cleveland City Council on the issue of the reauthorization 
of the City’s residential tax abatement program.  Speaking of the Justin 
Bibb administration’s proposed tax abatement policy, Beach says, 
“while the proposed legislation includes some reforms, it does not go 
nearly far enough to fi x a fundamentally unfair and inequitable system.”

        PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Sunday, May 15, 2022; Participatory Budgeting in Action event, Third-
Space Action Lab, 1464 E. 105th Street: Laylah Allen, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of The Missing Link, COPE Inc., and David Van Horn, a com-
munity artist and organizer for Art Block, participate in this effort to 
have citizens help determine how a portion of the American Rescue 
Plan Act dollars should be spent in Cleveland.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, May 8, 2022; Girls Rugby Game between John Marshall High School and Medina High School, 
John Marshall High School fi eld, 3952 W. 140th Street: John Marshall’s Girls’ Rugby team, the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District’s fi rst girls’ rugby team, gains experience in this competitive match.

Cleveland City Council weighs proposals 
to change Cleveland’s tax abatement policy

continued on page 4continued on page 4

PB CLE stages community event at ThirdSpace Action Lab
by Bruce Checefsky
 On a warm Sunday afternoon, 
dozens of residents gathered outside 
the ThirdSpace Action Lab in the 
Glenville neighborhood of Cleveland 
to participate in a mock exercise in 

participatory budgeting sponsored by 
organizers of Participatory Budgeting 
Cleveland (PB CLE). PB CLE is 
asking for $30.8 million from the 
$512 million in American Rescue 
Plan (ARPA) funds received by the 

City of Cleveland. The amount $30.8 
was chosen to refl ect the 30.8% 
of Cleveland’s population whose 
household incomes fall below the 
poverty line.
continued on page 4continued on page 4

Ohio Fair Lending Coalition and City Council 
hold Public Forum to address fair lending issues
by Bruce Checefsky
 The Ohio Fair Lending Coalition, a 
collaboration of organizations across 
the state of Ohio banding together 
to address fair lending and banking 
issues, sponsored a forum featuring 
the newly elected Cleveland City 
Council members Deborah Gray, Ward 
4; Richard Starr, Ward 5; Stephanie 
Howse, Ward 7; and Kris Harsh, 
Ward 13. Dr. Roland Anglin, Dean of 
the Levin College of Urban Affairs at 
Cleveland State University, was the 
moderator.
 Among many pressing issues 
facing Cleveland, newly elected 
council members will decide how to 
allocate American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds. In 2021, the City of 
Cleveland received the eighth largest 
allocation of ARPA funds in the U.S., 
totaling $512 million over two years. 
Cleveland received over $250 million 
in 2021, allocated late last year under 
the former Mayor and City Council, 

and will receive the remainder in 2022. 
It is unclear how much of that funding 
remains. Mayor Justin Bibb released 
a Rescue & Transformation Plan 
outlining priorities and a process for 
maximizing the use of the federal fund. 
The plan includes spending ARPA 
money, the Infrastructure Innovation 
and Jobs Act (IIJA), and other 
legislation still under development.
 “Our playbook for investing these 
dollars must be organized, transparent, 
equitable, deliberate, and purposeful,” 
said Mayor Bibb in a press release. 
“We are not interested in one-off 
projects. We are focused on the big 
picture and on projects and initiatives 
that tangibly impact Clevelanders.”
 The priorities include: stabilizing 
the budget, housing for all, violence 
prevention and public safety, lead-safe 
Cleveland, and a civic participation 
fund where wards can identify 
important neighborhood projects and 
continued on page 6continued on page 6

by Chuck Hoven
 With a June 4th deadline looming 
to reauthorize the City of Cleveland’s 
residential tax abatement program, peo-
ple came forward to address the issue 
of tax abatement at both the May 16 
Cleveland City Council meeting and at 
City Council’s Development, Planning 
and Sustainability Committee meeting 
on the following day.

 At the City Council meeting, during 
the Public Comment period, two resi-
dents spoke on the issue of tax abate-
ment and the changes proposed by the 
Justin Bibb Administration.
 Ward 4 resident David Beach, a 
writer and activist working on environ-
mental and urban planning issues for the 
past 40 years, said, “while the proposed 
legislation includes some reforms, it 

does not go nearly far enough to fi x a 
fundamentally unfair and inequitable 
system.”
 Beach noted, “Increasingly tax 
abatements are subsidizing multi-unit, 
market-rate buildings in a few high-
priced neighborhoods. The effect is 
to widen the gap between wealthier 
neighborhoods and the rest of the 
city – increasing economic and racial 
disparities.
 “And to make matters worse, it’s not 
even clear that abatements are needed 
to make these new developments work 
economically.
 “Of course, developers will always 
claim that they can’t build without tax 
abatements. But according to one survey 
of households that received abatement, 
65% said they would have bought in 
Cleveland without it.”
 Beach went on to ask some questions 
about moral issues of fairness that were 
not being addressed by the proposed tax 
abatement policy. 
 “So, if you are a senior citizen on a 
fi xed income or you are struggling to 
work low-wage jobs to pay your bills, 
how can you think it’s fair that the 
comparatively wealthy people moving 
into the new development next door can 
live there tax-free for 15 years?
 “What do you think when tax abate-
ments enable high-cost developments 
around you and cause your property 
taxes or rent to increase?
 “And what do you think when 
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, April 30, 2022; Drug Take-Back Day, West 25th and Lorain 
Avenue: Samantha Maloy, an AmeriCorps Vista worker, passes out 
DETERRA bags for the Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health 
Services Board of Cuyahoga County. The bags offer a safe way for 
individuals to dispose of unused drugs.

Read the Plain Press Online:Read the Plain Press Online:
https://plainpress.bloghttps://plainpress.blog

ARTS/THEATRE
WILLIAM M. DENIHAN_ THE 
ART OF A CHANGE AGENT EX-
HIBIT: Levin College of Urban Affairs 
1717 Euclid Aveneu, with celebrate 
Bill’s Denihan’s commitment to public 
service by showcasing a collection of 
his art with the opening of the William 
M. Denihan- The Art of a Change Agent 
Exhibit on May 26 in the Thomas F. 
Campbell, Ph.D. Exhibition Gallery 
on the 1st fl oor of the Levin College. 
The exhibit will remain open through 
July and can be visited Monday through 
Friday from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
CLEVELAND PUBLIC THEATRE 
presents STATION HOPE 2022: A 
Celebration of Hope. A Dialogue 
for Change. This free event returns to 
in-person programming and features 
200 artists performing social justice-in-
spired works at Cleveland’s fi rst authen-
ticated Underground Railroad site, St. 
John’s Episcopal Church. SATURDAY, 
MAY 28 | 7:00 p.m. ― 10:00 p.m.
READ & MAKE ART WITH AN 
ART HOUSE TEACHING ARTIST: 
Children and families are invited to 
learn and discuss themes from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts Big Read 
Book, The House on Mago Street by 
Sandra Cisneros, and make a hands-on 
art project. Free Books available. Meet 
at the Shalom and Tranquility Com-
munity Garden, 3789 W. 39th Street on 
Saturday May 28 from 1-2 p.m.
CUYAHOGA ARTS & CULTURE 
invites nonprofit organizations with 
arts and cultural programs to apply for 
funding for 2023. Grants are available 
for nonprofi t 501c3 organizations for 
project support and cultural heritage. 
First step is to complete an eligibility 
check by May31st at 4:30 p.m. The 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture team is hap-
py to assist you. For more information 
contact them at info@cacgrants.org or 
216-515-8303.
CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA’S 
MARTING LUTHER KING JR. 
CELEBRATION CHORUS  will be 
livestreamed free on Saturday, June 
4 at 7 p.m. on the Orchestra’s Adella 
app, Adella.Live and youtube.com/
clevelandorchestra and broadcast live 
on 90.3 WCLV Classical 104.9, 89.7 
WKSO, on ideastream.org and on the 
Ideastream Public Media app.

ASSISTANCE
CALL UNITED WAY’S 2-1-1 LINE 
FOR HELP WITH BASIC NEEDS: 
United Way of Greater Cleveland’s 2-1-
1 HelpLink is a free, anonymous referral 
service that handles calls from those 
who need help accessing resources such 

as housing support, utility assistance, 
mental health services, food and much 
more. Using United Way’s 2-1-1 Help-
Link is a simple, friendly, free and con-
fi dential experience. People in need of 
assistance call 2-1-1, and one of United 
Way’s 2-1-1 navigation specialists will 
ask a series of questions. The navigation 
specialists develop customized plans 
using a database of more than 16,000 
government, health and human services 
programs.

CARNIVAL
CARNIVAL: WE ARE FAMILY 2:
Fun, Games, Music, Food – Friday, June 
3, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Max Hayes High 
School (2211 W. 65th Street)  in park-
ing lot, weather permitting (rainy day 
inside). Literacy event given by FACE 
Parent Advisory Committee.

EDUCATION
PREK ENROLLMENT: Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District’s Pre-
school program is Free for Cleveland 
residents. For information on how to 
enroll, call 216-838-0110.
SAY YES TO CLEVELAND: Offers 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
students access to Family Support Spe-
cialists, Support Services in all schools 
beginning in 2023, College tuition 
scholarships to students enrolled in 
CMSD schools from 9th to 12th grades. 
To learn more visit www.SayYesCleve-
land.org .

EMPLOYMENT
TOWARDS EMPLOYMENT: Cost 
Free training program offers industry 
certifi cations and credentials in: CNC 
Machine Operation, Welding, Culinary 
Arts, IT A+, Construction – along with 
apprenticeships, GED & more. To reg-
ister call 216-696-5750.
STATE-TESTED NURSE ASSIS-
TANT CREDENTIAL TRAINING: 
Youth Opportunities Unlimited offers 
18–24-year-old residents of Cuyahoga 
County that are high school graduates 
or equivalent and not enrolled in school 
eight weeks of free training and an op-

portunity to earn state credential while 
earning money while you learn. To 
register visit: www.youthopportunities.
org. or call 216-973-0037.
CONSTRUCTION CREDENTIAL 
TRAINING: Youth Opportunities 
Unlimited offers 18–24-year-old res-
idents of Cuyahoga County that are 
high school graduates or equivalent 
and not enrolled in school eight weeks 
of free training and an opportunity 
to earn state credential while earning 
money while you learn. To register 
visit: www.youthopportunities.org. or 
call 216-973-0037.
EDWINS FREE CULINARY AND 
HOSPITALITY TRAINING AT 
EDWINS SECOND CHANCE LIFE 
SKILLS CENTER, 13101 Shaker 
Square offers free housing, free training 
and job placement to individuals return-
ing to the community after a period of 
incarceration. For more information 
email outreach@edwinsrestaurant.org. 
You or friends and family can also call 
216-921-3333 and ask for Heather, the 
Dean of Students, or Josh, the Director 
of Community Outreach.

ENVIRONMENT
WORKPLACE RECYCLING:
Equipment, Signs and Placement: 
Contamination in your recycling bins? 
Recyclables in your trash? Join us with 
tips about correctly capturing the right 
materials in your at-work recycling 
bins. 30-minute presentation by the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, 
followed by optional group discussion. 
Free. Open to the public. June 2, 12 
PM Zoom meeting. Register at: www.
cuyahogarecycles.org/business_recy-
cling_seminars
WORKPLACE RECYCLING: 
FACT VS. FICTION: discover the 
truths about workplace recycling. Gain 
new confidence about your at-work 
recycling program to help engage, sup-
port and encourage co-workers how to 
recycle right. 30-minute presentation 
followed by optional group discussion. 
June 14, Noon, Zoom meeting. Free and 
open to the public.  Register at: www.
cuyahogarecycles.org/business_recy-
cling_seminars
COMMUNITY MEETING ON 
HB434: A RADIOACTIVE TAX-
PAYER SUBSIDY BILL: Thursday, 
June 2, 6-7:30 p.m., Lakewood Public 
Library, 15425 Detroit Avenue, in the 
Multipurpose Room on the First Floor. 
Learn more about HB 434, proposed 
legislation that will create the Ohio Nu-
clear Development Authority which will 
research and develop advanced nuclear 
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Monday, May 16, 2022; Cleveland City Council Meeting, Cleveland 
City Hall, 601 Lakeside Avenue: During the Public Comment period, 
Ward 15 resident Nora Rodriguez testifi ed about a traffi c problem on 
W. 81st Street just north of Madison. Rodriguez said cars don’t stop at 
the stop sign at W. 81st and Lawn Avenue. She said neighbors would 
like to see speed bumps placed on the street and are willing to pay for 
them. She said, “We don’t want another case like on W. 50th Street.” 
Rodriguez’s neighbor, Gloria Aron, also testifi ed calling for police to 
ticket drivers that speed and fail to stop at the stop sign.

How residents can address issues concerning tax abatement and the Cleveland Community Development Corporations
To the Editor:
 The May 2022 issue of the Plain Press 
has to be the fi nest edition of the Plain 
Press of all time. It should be framed and 
mounted on the wall of Cleveland City 
Council’s chambers: https://plainpress.
blog/2022/05/ .
 Here is my latter as it pertains to tax 
abatement and the Community Devel-
opment Corporations.
 The answer to ALL these problems 
discussed is community organizing. 
Slavic Village is divided into sub-neigh-
borhoods based primarily on geography. 
That’s about the only thing Slavic Vil-
lage Development got right. I’m sure 
the other neighborhoods of Cleveland 
are also organized like this as well (at 
least on paper).

LETTER
 Each of the sub-neighborhoods must 
be represented by a civic association 
supported by street block clubs. The 
elected presidents of these civic asso-
ciations must make up the boards of 
trustees for the Community Develop-
ment Corporations (CDCs). Otherwise, 

the neighborhoods will never determine 
their own destiny.
 Up until now these boards of trustees 
have been composed primarily of peo-
ple with a fi nancial interest in the neigh-
borhood, but not necessarily a concern 
for its welfare. Meanwhile, many of the 
civic associations and street block clubs 
do not follow Roberts Rules of Order. 
Some do not have offi cers, and most do 
not take minutes of the meetings.
 Currently, all so-called represen-
tatives from the neighborhoods are 
hand-picked so they will comply with 
the CDC’s mission. Politicians fear 
community organizing because it forces 
them to do their job and leaves open 
the possibility that a challenger may 
emerge.
 Cleveland went off on the wrong 
track when the CDCs eliminated all 
forms of community organizing. The 
sign-in sheet for each of their meetings 
is used to convince funders that the 
residents and business owners are in 
full agreement with their development 
plans. But there is never any public vote 

taken to confi rm the neighborhood is in 
full support.
 Until Cleveland fi nally gets organized 
the way it should be, it will always be a 
ship without a sail (and a rudder). The 
city is about to receive $541 million in 
Covid relief. Community organizing 

will help with the correct distribution of 
these funds. As my former Coca-Cola 
Sales Manager Ed Moore used to tell 
us, “Don’t screw it up.”
Joe Bialek, 
Cleveland

Reader urges MetroHealth to restore community faith in the Transformation Plan and the EcoVillage District process

To the editor:
 Thank you to the Plain Press for 
publishing Lynette Filips’ excellent 
letter in favor of saving the Farnsworth 
house and St. Nicholas Church.

LETTER
 I am a long-time resident and volun-
teer on a MetroHealth Patient Family 
Advisory committee. I echo the despair 
of my fellow Old Brooklyn neighbors 
regarding the proposed demolition of St. 
Nicholas and Farnsworth house. There 

are also mature trees on the site that 
should be preserved.
 It is not too late for MetroHealth to 
restore community faith in the Transfor-
mation Plan and the EcoVillage District 
process. Community services through 
the Institute of H.O.P.E. and parenting 
support through the Nurse Family 
Partnership and Ronald McDonald 
House would be an ideal use for this 
historic complex. 
 Cleveland Metropolitan School 

District’s School of Science and 
Health classrooms are another possible 
use that could facilitate the hospital’s 
park design connection to the Lincoln 
West High School campus, Applewood 
Jones Home, and the  newly renovated 
City of Cleveland Meyer Pool.
 Finally, MetroHealth has a long 
history. In 1837, the City Hospital was 
located near the present Erie Street 
Cemetery, then moved to the current 
location in the «old» Brooklyn Twp in 
1855, becoming the County Hospital in 

1958. MetroHealth›s Main Campus is in 
the Brooklyn Centre Statistical Planning 
Area (SPA) and the Deaconess campus 
is in the Old Brooklyn SPA connected 
via West 25th-Pearl in the Cuyahoga 
Valley National Heritage Area desig-
nation. The opportunity to showcase 
MetroHealth›s history will be lost if 
these buildings are destroyed.
Laura McShane
Brooklyn Centre

City Planning Commission votes to approve MetroHealth’s plan for a 3-acre park
by Chuck Hoven
 The Cleveland Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously on May 
20th to approve the fi nal plans for 
a 3-acre park on the MetroHealth 
Campus. The park, expected to be 
completed by the end of this year, 
will be located between W. 25th and 
Scranton Road on land that now 
has a 250-car surface parking lot, a 
Cleveland Public Power substation, 
the Farnsworth House and the St. 
Nicholas Belarusian Church. 
 The Planning Commission al-
ready had approved the demolition 
of the Farnsworth House and the St. 
Nicholas Belarusian Church at its 
May 6th meeting. Plans for the 3-acre 
park call for screening around the 
Cleveland Public Power substation.
 MetroHealth’s CCH Development 
Corporation Executive Director 
Greg Zucca said the new 3-acre 
park will feature green space and 
activities for the neighborhood. It will 
also have pathways and sidewalks 
that go between W. 25th Street and 
Scranton Road. The pathways are 
designed to go from the Regional 
Transit Authority (RTA) bus stops on 
W. 25h to crosswalks on Scranton 
that will connect to the new Metro-
Health Glick Center and the future 
Apex Outpatient Care Facility.
 The Glick Center will be the main 
hospital building that replaces the 
twin towers. The Apex Outpatient 
Care Facility, scheduled to open in 
January of 2024 just south of the 
Glick Center, will replace the current 
outpatient buildings that now are be-
tween W. 25th and Scranton. Those 
buildings will be torn down to make 
way for a future 12-acre park that 
will include the area just approved 
for the 3-acre park.
 Zucca likened the proposed 
3-acre park to Lincoln Park in 
Tremont. He said the park will have 
walkways, pathways, benches, 
areas for picnicking, bicycle access 
and sheltered bicycle parking. A 
central feature of the park will be 
the preserved steeple of the former 
St. Nicholas Belarusian Church. The 
park will have new plantings and 
trees, he said.
 In addition to the park, Zucca 
says MetroHealth is working with 
the City of Cleveland to enhance 
the crosswalks on W. 25th Street 
with zebra striping and to create 
new crosswalks on Scranton Road 
to provide pedestrian access to the 
new MetroHealth buildings.  Zucca 
said MetroHealth is also working 
with RTA to enhance the bus stops 
on W. 25th Street which he says 
currently just have signs hanging 
on telephone poles.  He hopes to 
have a more inviting waiting area 
for people traveling by RTA.
 MetroHealth’s Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Campus Transformation 
Walter Jones told the Planning 

Commission the new Glick Center is 
scheduled to open on October 15th

of this year along with a new patient 
and visitor garage next to it. Jones 
asked for approval of a new round-
about that would take traffi c directly 
from 1-71 to the southern end of the 
MetroHealth Campus and allow cars 
to access the new parking garage 
on View Road without traveling on 
W. 25th Street or Scranton Road.
 Susanne DeGennaro, a project 
coordinator for the City of Cleve-
land Office of Capital Projects, 
presented the City Council approved 
legislation allowing for use of land 
from MetroHealth for the highway 
exit and roundabout. The Planning 

Commission offered their approval 
for the project.
 City Council’s representative to 
the Planning Commission, Ward 17 
City Council Representative Charles 
Slife, expressed concern about the 
location of the walking paths by the 
RTA stop rather than by Daisy Av-
enue. There was some discussion 
as to why there was no crosswalk 
or traffi c signal at Daisy and W. 25th 
Street. MetroHealth representatives 
agreed to work with the City of 
Cleveland traffi c engineers and RTA 
to study the intersection at Daisy 
Avenue for safety enhancements 
during the planning process for the 
future 12-acre park.

The Rainey Institute is bringing its music and arts pro-
grams to the Pivot Center for Arts, Dance and Expression
 The Rainey Institute will be bringing 
its music and arts programs to the Pivot 
Center for Arts, Dance and Expression 
at W. 25th and Castle this summer. The 
Rainey Institute announced it has leased 
space in the Pivot Center and “aims to 
host an inaugural summer camp for 
Clark-Fulton youth in partnership with 
current Pivot Center tenant organiza-
tions.” Existing Pivot Center tenants 
the Rainey Institute could potentially 
collaborate with include the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, Inlet Dance Theatre and 
LatinUs Theatre Company.
 Rainey Institute Executive Director 
Dr. Jennifer Harris said, “We are abso-
lutely thrilled to be the Pivot Center’s 
newest tenants. Arts education is such 
an important aspect of a well-rounded 
childhood experience, and is linked 
closely with a child’s academic, so-

cial-emotional, and future success, but 
we know many children don’t have the 
same access to the arts. We are excited 
to work with partners at the Pivot Cen-
ter, and organizations already serving 
Clark-Fulton families, to understand 
how we can provide high-quality, 
culturally immersive, and positive and 
affi rming arts opportunities in addition 
to the great work already being done in 
this neighborhood.”
 “We are proud to welcome Rainey 
Institute to our house, the Pivot Cen-
ter,” says Monica Torres, the Executive 
Artistic Director at LatinUs Theater 
Company which represents Hispanic 
culture and language in theatre.  “We 
couldn’t be happier that they will bring 
El Sistema, a social education music 
program created in Venezuela, to the 
Clark-Fulton community.”

City of Cleveland seeks National Park Service grant 
to develop park near the Clark Recreation Center
 City Council members Jenny 
Spencer, Kevin Bishop, Anthony 
Hairston and Blaine Griffi n plan to 
introduce an emergency ordinance 
authorizing the Director of Public 
Works to apply for and accept a 
grant from the National Park Service 
for the purpose of developing a new 
city park to be located near the Clark 
Recreation Center. The application 
for the grant requests $661,724 from 
the National Park Service and com-

mits $600,000 in matching funds 
from the City of Cleveland.
 The proposed legislation says the 
park would be between Clark and 
Train Avenue from the Recreation 
Center to W. 56th Street. The funds 
will be used to purchase land, make 
site improvements, provide parking, 
appurtenances, safety surfaces, and 
park, and/or playground equipment 
and amenities.

by Tonya Sams 
 What happens when you don’t earn 
enough money to pay your debts, but 
creditors start coming after your limited 
fi nancial resources? Unfortunately, it is 
common for creditors to garnish your 
wages to get paid back. 
 Wage garnishment allows creditors 
to receive payments for a debt owed by 
taking money directly from a person’s 
paycheck. Money can also be taken 
directly from a person’s bank account. 
This type of debt compensation is 
called a “non-wage garnishment,” or 
an “attachment.” This is only allowed if 

there is more than $500 in the debtor’s 
account and at least $500 is left after the 
garnishment. Creditors are not allowed 
to completely wipe out someone’s back 
account. 
 You may wonder, can creditors just 
garnish wages without telling people? 
Absolutely not. Creditors must fi le a 
lawsuit against the debtor and win. Once 
the creditor has won the settlement, they 
can ask the court to order a wage gar-
nishment against the debtor. The court 
will then notify the employer to with-

Understanding wage garnishment: it is common for Understanding wage garnishment: it is common for 
creditors  to garnish your wages to get paid backcreditors  to garnish your wages to get paid back

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, May 19, 2022; Max Hayes High School’s Construction Shop, 2211 W. 65th Street: (L-R) Tenth grade 
students Lekicha Hicks works on her painting. Max Hayes Construction Instructors James MacDowell and 
Jim Mulgrew believe in involving students in building things that meet their interests. Using tools in the 
Construction Shop, Hicks built the frame for her painting, stretched the canvas, stapled it to the frame 
and built a stand to place it on.

“Stop giving tax abatements in “Stop giving tax abatements in 
strong market neighborhoods strong market neighborhoods 
(such as Ohio City and Trem-(such as Ohio City and Trem-
ont) that are already saturated ont) that are already saturated 
with high end development.”with high end development.”
    --A Better Cleveland for All    --A Better Cleveland for All

TAX ABATEMENT PROPOSALSTAX ABATEMENT PROPOSALS
continued from page onecontinued from page one

 Participatory Budgeting (PB) is a 
form of citizen participation through 
which community members decide 
how to allocate a portion of a public 
budget by identifying and prioritizing 
public spending projects.
 Evelyn Burnett and Seth Beattie 
co-founded ThirdSpace Action Lab 
as a grassroots research and design 
cooperative. The organization hosts 
community workshops in a commercial 
building commissioned in 1963 by nine 
African American doctors who funded 
community practice after being denied 
opportunities by Cleveland hospitals. 
The space is also home to Chocolate 
Cities Cleveland, a collective that 
shares stories of the African American 
culture created on the East Side.
 A few days before the PB CLE 
event, Mayor Justin Bibb released a 
Rescue & Transformation Plan with 
ten priorities to maximize ARPA and 
other federal funds. Civic Participation 
was on the list. His plan includes a fund 
that would transfer the distribution of 
money to Cleveland’s 17 wards at the 

hyper-local level in partnership with 
the City Council. 
 PB CLE released a similar plan back 
in March. The Participatory Budgeting 
Cleveland: 2022 Action Plan divides 
the $30.8 million into 17 smaller funds 
based on the percent of Cleveland’s 
population living in poverty. For 
example, Ward 5, which has the highest 
poverty rate at 9.93%, would get 
$3.06M, while Ward 17, with poverty 
of 3.64%, would receive $1.12M. A 
second plan option splits $30.8 million 
into 17 smaller funds, with each ward 
getting the same amount.
 Participants in the mock exercise 
received a makeshift passport, after 
which they visited three stations and 
responded to questions posed by PB 
CLE. The questions included places 
designated as locations for idea 
generation and how to encourage 
people of diverse backgrounds and 
identifi es to participate. One of the 
stations was set up just for ideas on 
how to spend the money.

 “I would like to see more fi nancial 
support for mental health,” said 
Natalie Bryan, Specialty Services 
Counselor at Stella Maris, a drug and 
alcohol treatment facility. “We also 
need to utilize our green spaces and 
create urban farms.”
 Other suggestions included creating 
public restrooms for those experiencing 
homelessness, community work ethic 
programs, using abandoned schools 
and houses for new shelters, home 
repair grants, bicycle safety lanes, 
city-sponsored community events, 
replacing missing and damaged street 
curbs, and more police presence.
 David Van Horn and Christina 
Ermidis, residents of the St. Clair 
Superior neighborhood, are activists 
working with people to build 
community vegetable gardens and 
bring cultural activities across 
Cleveland. Ermidis worries about 
carrying out civic projects, noting 
the heavy workload involved in 
working with communities and the 
local Community Development 
Corporations. Van Horn wants more 
community events and improved 
bicycle safety. As a member of Bike 
Cleveland, an advocacy organization 
for safe streets, he does free pop-up 
arts and crafts events using his bike as 
transportation. He does pop-up events 
at Rockefeller Park every Saturday 
through the fall.
 Ward 12 Councilwoman Rebecca 
Maurer, elected to the city council after 
her historic defeat of 16-year former 
Councilman Anthony Brancatelli, was 
at the PB CLE meeting to promote 
her Ward 12 Transition Plan released 
in January. The plan includes lead-
safe housing laws, investment in 
ambulance repairs, support for small 
and minority-owned businesses, and 
investment in community building 
participatory budgeting.
 “I am excited to support the PB CLE 
process. The relationship between 
Clevelanders and our local government 
is broke,” said Maurer. “Residents 
don’t trust local government. They are 
not voting in our elections. We need a 
way to change that narrative and bring 
people back in. Participatory budgeting 
gives power back to the people.”
 Critics of participatory budgeting 
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“I am excited to support the PB 
CLE process. The relationship 
between Clevelanders and our 
local government is broke”

 --Ward 12 Cleveland City    
Council Representative 

Rebecca Mauer
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wealthier residents are exempted from 
paying property taxes that support the 
services that low-income people need, 
such as public schools, libraries, and 
parks?”
 In his concluding remarks Beach said 
he could only think of one justifi cation 
for tax abatement that would be “for 
projects that expand the supply of per-
manently affordable housing.” Beach 
also called for retaining and strength-
ening the green building requirements 
tied to the tax abatement policy.
 Ward 15 resident Pat Murray also 
weighed in with remarks about the 
proposed tax abatement policy. Murray 
called for the new tax abatement policy 
to be fairer and more equitable than the 
current policy. He called for a shorter 
renewal period for the tax abatement 
legislation and a plan for a more robust 
public discussion of the policy before 
renewing it again.
 The current residential tax abate-
ment policy allows a 100% 15-year tax 
abatement for all new residential con-
struction and for the increased value in 
substantially rehabilitated housing that 
meets certain standards. When collect-
ed, Cleveland residential property taxes 
are divided in the following percent-
ages: 55% to the schools; 19.59% to 
Cuyahoga County; 15.27% to the City 
of Cleveland; 7.56% to the Cleveland 
Public Library system; and 2.58% to 
the Metroparks.
 The Justin Bibb Administration’s 
proposed tax abatement policy creates 
three Community Reinvestment Areas 
that together encompass the entire city 
of Cleveland. The areas meet the guide-
lines under Section 3735.65 of the Ohio 
Revised Code for allowing tax abate-
ment.  Each area would allow a different 
percentage of tax abatement over a 15-
year period for market rate one to three 
family homes and multifamily homes. 
The Market Rate areas would offer 85% 
tax abatement; the Middle Market areas 
would offer 90% tax abatement; and the 
Opportunity areas would offer 100% tax 
abatement. The areas are designated by 
groups of city blocks. The areas desig-
nated are such that a Market Rate block 
sometimes is in the same census tract as 
an Opportunity Block.
 The proposed policy also caps tax 
abatement at $350,000 for homes of 
three units or less. Multifamily market 
rate developments (four units or more) 
citywide would receive fi fteen-year tax 
abatement at the percentage for the zone 
the development is in. But there is no 
cap on the amount of the abatement, 
instead the development’s owner would 
be required to dedicate a percentage of 

units to affordable housing or pay a fi ne 
of $20,000 per unit in lieu of providing 
affordable housing.
 Housing where all units are deter-
mined to be affordable will receive a 
15-year 100% abatement throughout 
the city. Affordable housing is defi ned 
as being affordable to households mak-
ing 80% of the Area Median Income 
(AMI) (Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor metro 
area had a median income of $57,228 
in 2019). This would defi ne an afford-
able apartment as $800 a month for a 
one-bedroom apartment; $971 a month 
for a two-bedroom apartment; and 
$1,116 for a three-bedroom apartment.  
Developers could reduce the number of 
80% of AMA affordable units they are 
required to build by one unit for every 
unit they offer at 30% of AMA. At 30% 
of AMA a one-bedroom apartment 
would rent for $302; a two-bedroom 
would rent for $364; and a three-bed-
room would rent for $419.
 The City’s proposed tax abatement 
policy also calls for the termination of 
tax abatement if the City of Cleveland 
Housing Offi cer “fi nds that the property 
is not properly maintained or repaired 
due to the neglect of the owner, or that 
the property taxes have become delin-
quent.”
 In over three hours of testimony at 
City Council’s Development, Planning 
and Sustainability Committee on May 
17th, community activists, developers, 
community development corporation 
staff members, City offi cials, and City 
Council members debated the merits of 
various details in the administration’s 
proposed legislation. Council members 
also received some written statements 
with policy proposals.
 Zach Schiller of Policy Matters 
Ohio called for a “but for” requirement 
for multi-family projects. Under such 
a policy, developers would have to 
demonstrate “why the development 
would not occur but for an abatement.” 
Schiller would require fi nancial state-
ments from developers to continue to 
show a need for the abatement after the 
project is completed and a mechanism 
to claw back the abatement if the project 
shows “’outsized returns.’”
 Schiller’s proposal also considered 
the “financial impact on the school 
district.” He noted that “In Columbus, 
a portion of school tax is paid on an 
increasing basis during the abatement.”
 A group called A Better Cleveland 
for All calls for three changes to the 
tax abatement policy to make it more 
equitable:
 “Stop giving tax abatements in strong 
market neighborhoods (such as Ohio 
City and Tremont) that are already 
saturated with high end development.

 “Require multi-family projects 
(buildings with four or more units) to 
make a portion of units affordable to 
households making less than Cleve-
land’s median income (not the median 
income for the metropolitan area). 
[Editor’s note: Cleveland’s median 
household income was $32,053 in 2019]
 “If developers are allowed to pay a 
fee instead of setting aside affordable 

units, set the fee high enough to enable 
affordable units to be built (the proposed 
legislation sets the fee at $20,000, which 
is way too low.”
 Several developers testifi ed warning 
of less development and trouble getting 
fi nancing if the tax abatement policy 
were to change.
 Tremont West Development Corpo-
ration Executive Director Cory Riordan 
and Ohio City Incorporated Executive 
Director Tom McNair both testifi ed in 
favor of reforming the tax abatement 
policy. Riordan called for widespread 
buy in for Community Benefi ts agree-
ments with multifamily housing devel-
opers that would lead to more funds for 
affordable housing. McNair was also 
supportive of increased funding for 
affordable housing.
 Administration offi cials showed a 
chart to City Council members that 
showed if their proposed tax abatement 
policy had been in effect from 2015 to 
2021, Cleveland schools would have 
received about $44 million more in 
property tax revenue over that period, 
and the City of Cleveland would have 
received just over $10 million in addi-
tional tax revenue.
 Ward 13 City Council Member Kris 
Harsh reacted to the City of Cleveland 
getting $10 million more over six years 
in the simulation of the new tax abate-
ment policy. Ignoring the $44 million 
the schools would get, he said that 
the $10 million the City would have 
received is one golf course. He said, 
“Cleveland runs on income tax.” Harsh 
also complained that the Middle Market 
neighborhoods at 90% tax abatement 
were too close to the Market Rate neigh-
borhoods at 85% tax abatement. He 
called for allowing 100% tax abatement 
in both the Middle Market neighbor-
hoods and the Opportunity neighbor-
hoods and lowering the abatement level 
in Market Rate neighborhoods from the 
proposed 85%.

 Ward 15 City Council Member Jenny 
Spencer pointed out some potential 
problems with the block level ratings of 
neighborhoods as Market Rate, Middle 
Market and Opportunity blocks. She 
said in Ward 15 some of the Opportu-
nity blocks were right next to Market 
Rate blocks. She said developers could 
just move one block over and get a full 
100% abatement and cause the same 
displacement pressures that exist in the 
Market Rate blocks.
 Ward 7 City Council Member Steph-
anie Howse said that property taxes on 
a $350,000 house amount to $9,145.25 
a year. She wondered whether $9,000 
a year would necessarily shift people 
to live in Cleveland. Howse called for 
Cleveland to collect data to inform its 
decisions about tax abatement. Howse 
said, “Cleveland has an attraction 
problem. People are choosing to live in 
other places, and it is not because of tax 
abatement. You need to ask people the 
reasons why they are leaving the city 
of Cleveland. Tax abatement is not it.” 
Howse questioned whether 100% tax 
abatement would result in new develop-
ment in Ward 7. She said, “We have had 
a policy of 100% tax abatement policy, 
and still no development.”
 Ward 3 City Council Member Kerry 
McCormack called for clawing back tax 
abatements from multi-family housing 
being used for temporary lodging. He 
said such use of abated properties is not 
fair to hotels and the temporary lodging 
units in his ward have become nuisance 
party houses.
 City Council President Blaine Grif-
fi n asked City of Cleveland Chief of 
Integrated Development Jeff Epstein 
if the intended use of tax abatement 
was to promote homeownership or to 
increase the renters’ market. Epstein 
said, “Both.”
 Council President Griffi n also called 
using tax abatement to preserve Cleve-
land existing housing stock. He called 
for 100% citywide 15-year tax abate-
ment for the increased value in rehabil-
itated properties.
 Griffi n also called for landlords in 
multi-family units that qualified for 
Section 8 to be allowed to count Section 
8 voucher units toward their affordable 
unit quota. This he noted would allow 
property owners to benefi t from a higher 
rent while still providing units that were 
affordable to tenants.
Editor’s Note: City Council will not 
have a meeting on Memorial Day, Mon-
day, May 30th. A special City Council 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 
May 25th to vote on the tax abatement 
policy The next regular meeting after 
the special meeting will be June 6, the 
last meeting before summer recess.
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     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, May 19, 2022; W. 50th just South of Clark Avenue: This road-
side memorial is in memory of 5-year-old Apulina Asamani, who was 
hit by a car on April 23rd. Asamani, a member of a Congolese family, 
which found refuge in Cleveland from war torn Congo, was hit by a car 
driven by a 17-year-old female driver who fl ed the scene. A passenger 
in the car came back to the scene of the accident to identify the driver.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, May 19, 2022; W. 50th just South of Clark Avenue: Residents 
placed these speed bumps near the memorial to Apulina Asamani to 
slow traffi c on their street.

argue that citizens are not qualifi ed 
to make meaningful proposals. 
Others suggest that PB undermines 
representative democracy and that 
elected political offi cials abdicate 
their responsibility, and when budgets 
are tight, the cost-benefi t ratio is 
questionable. The city council or the 
mayor can veto the fi nal proposals, 
making the process appear tenuous and 
unreliable.
 In Chicago, all 50 Wards and their 
aldermen get $1.32 million a year 
for infrastructure projects, such as 
streets, sidewalks, and lighting. Nine 
aldermen used participatory budgeting 
to distribute the money in 2017. 
Supporters of participatory budgeting 
say it takes politics out of government 
spending. PB allows residents to ask 
for fi xes in neighborhoods. While 
the process breeds civic engagement, 
people asked for murals, parks, or 
fl ower beds, reported WBEZ Chicago.
 “I do not support it,” said City 
Council President Blaine Griffi n in 
an email to the Plain Press about the 

PB CLE proposal. “I think it is a very 
noble concept. But I do not see how to 
do this fairly and equitably. There will 
most certainly be people who will not 
be able to participate.”
 Blaine added, “So, how is this 
‘Participatory Budgeting’ when there 
is no way for EVERYONE, including 
single mothers working two jobs, 
seniors, people who cannot go to 
meetings, and people who do not 
publicly express their concerns and 
others to participate. I have concerns 
about inclusiveness and process, not 
the theory or concept.”
 Molly Martin, a member of PB CLE, 
said her organization is asking the city 
council and the mayor to consider 
several ways of spending the money 
but not on any one thing. She would 
like to see residents decide for their 
communities. While Martin has not 
spoken directly to Council President 
Griffi n, the City Council President has 
allowed her organization to present its 
ideas.
 “Council President Griffi n has 
given us the platform to talk about 
what residents want,” she said. “We 
hope that means he is open to listening 

to the mayor and other city council 
members.”
 Ward 9 Councilman Kevin Conwell 
and Larry Gardner, the host of an 
internet radio show, The Headline Eye
on WNRV 108.1, talked about the PB 
CLE proposal while people lined up 
for free sandwiches and cold drinks in 
a room next to them. The atmosphere 
was festive; excitement fi lled the air. 
The group was ready to vote on their 
proposals.
 “We need to look at the federal 
poverty indicators when talking 
about participatory budgeting,” said 
Conwell. “Poverty is not equal across 
the city, with Ward 5 and Ward 17 
not economically the same. We need 
to make sure money goes where it is 
needed.”
 Gardner, who also works with New 
Voices for Reproductive Justice, which 
promotes the complete health and 
well-being of black women, girls, and 
gender-expansive people, agreed.
 “I want to make sure we advocate 
for Civil Rights for the transgender and 
LGBTQIA+ community and support 
neighborhood justice for African 
Americans,” he said. 
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Gray, known for her efforts to clean up 
abandoned buildings, help neighbors 
secure fresh food, and replace burned-
out streetlights, beat out Erick B. 
Walker, the senior clerk for government 
documents at the Cleveland Public 
Library, with 670 votes to his 478 
votes. Before the election, community 
activist Marion Anita Gardner replaced 
former Councilman Ken Johnson in 
June 2021. Johnson was found guilty 
on 15 counts of federal corruption, 
sentenced to six years in prison, and 
ordered to pay more than $740,000 
in restitution. Gardner did not seek 
election.

 Gray said that her priorities for 
the City Council include creating 
sustainable housing for Ward 
4 residents, which includes the 
neighborhoods of Shaker Square 
and portions of the Buckeye-Shaker, 
Woodland Hills, and Mount Pleasant. 
Safety is critically important. 
Cleveland ended 2021 with 170 
homicides, the second-worst year 
for homicides in the city since 1991, 
according to cleveland.com. With over 
39% of children in Ward 4 living in 
poverty, Gray believes City Council 
can help navigate and understand how 
the system works.
 “People need to know where to 
fi nd help,” Gray said. “With so many 
problems at hand, they do not know 
who to call. Residents have diffi culty 
navigating the social support system.”
 Market-orientated community 
development dominated much of 
the forum conversation, with each 
councilperson adding to a list of 
issues to tackle in the coming months 
at City Council. An equity planning 
solution should include a commitment 
to affordable housing, said Howse, 
adding that affordable housing means 
homes costing between $45,000 
and $85,000. Clevelanders need an 
opportunity to own a home, based on 
their income, not corporate and real 
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Sunday, May 8, 2022; Girls Rugby Game between John Marshall High School and Medina High School, John 
Marshall High School fi eld, 3952 W. 140th Street: John Marshall’s Girls’ Rugby team, the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District’s fi rst girls’ rugby team, is fully engaged in this game against Medina High School.

WAGE GARNISHMENTWAGE GARNISHMENT
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hold wages to pay off the debt owed. 
Employers cannot fi re you because of 
garnishments from one creditor within a 
12-month period. However, if a second 
garnishment occurs during that same 
twelve-month period, the protections 
are lifted, and the employer can termi-
nate the employee for this reason (or for 
any other lawful reason).
 To begin the process of collecting 
garnished wages, a creditor must send 
a letter to the debtor called a “Notice 
of Court Proceeding to Collect Debt.” 
It is also commonly called a “15-day 
letter,” because the debtor has 15 days 
from the date the letter is sent to prevent 

the garnishment before it starts. Debtors 
can also request that the court schedule 
a hearing if they feel as if their wages 
are not supposed to be garnished. 
 During this period, the debtor can 
either try to prevent garnishment by 
settling with the creditor or pay the 
amount owed by sending a completed 
“Payment to Avoid Garnishment” form 
(which comes attached to the 15-day let-
ter) along with the requested payment. 
The debtor can also apply to appoint a 
trustee through the local municipal or 
county court. If approved, the trustee 
would then be responsible for paying 
back the creditor. Debtors must notify 
creditors if they apply for this provision. 
 A debtor can also try a debt counsel-
ing service to help pay off the debt, or 

fi le for bankruptcy.
 Ohio law prevents creditors from 
garnishing more than 25% of a per-
son’s disposable wages or the amount 
of a person’s disposable wages, minus 
30 times the federal minimum wage 
(whichever is less). Disposable earnings 
are earnings during each pay period 
after taxes and any other mandatory 
deductions are taken out of a paycheck.
 This might sound confusing, but 
essentially it means that if you are bring-
ing home less than $217.50 a week, 
your wages cannot be garnished. How-
ever, if your take home pay is between 
$217.50 and $290 per week, a creditor 
can garnish an amount that brings you 
down to that $217.50 limit.  And if you 
bring home more than $290 per week, 
the creditor can take the full 25% as a 
garnishment.
 Finally, under federal law, the amount 
that can be garnished for child support 
is up to 50- 60% of someone’s dispos-
able wages, depending on whether the 
spouse or child is associated with a court 
order. 
 More information is available in 
Legal Aid’s “Wage Garnishment” bro-
chure, which can be found at: lasclev.
org/wagegarnishment. 
 Legal Aid may be able to help you 
if you are facing wage garnishments. 
Call 888-817-3777 or visit lasclev.org/
contact for more information.
Tonya Sams is the Development and 
Communications Assistant at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland.

advocate for change at the hyper-local 
level in partnership with City Council.
 In his introduction to the forum, 
Charles Bromley, Director, Ohio Fair 
Lending Coalition, said nothing is 
more important than a councilperson to 
connect government to its leadership.
 “We call upon our councilpersons 
for answers when we have problems,” 
he said before turning the forum over 
to Anglin.
 Anglin asked the councilpersons 
to explain how they got into public 
service. Councilwoman Stephanie 
Howse was the fi rst to respond, saying 
that growing up in a civic-minded 
home gave her a sense of community. 
Her mother was president of their street 
block club and a precinct committee 
person. Lessons of civic engagement 
meant that she and her cousins were 
handing out leafl ets with information 
to help people during summer parades 
and cookouts.
 “I found in politics a place where 
people could help each other,” said 
Howse. “It set me on the journey to 
get involved with school government 

while in college. I knew from an early 
age that public service was going to be 
a large part of my life.”
 Councilman Harsh said that his 
journey into public service began 
when he canceled post-secondary 
plans to get involved with several 
grassroots activist organizations. He 
was a member of Food Not Bombs, 
an all-volunteer movement recovering 
food that would otherwise be discarded 
and providing food and supplies to 
the survivors of natural disasters and 
people participating in occupations. 
Harsh spent a lot of time protesting war 
and militarism until protests against 
the war in Iraq fell fl at. He turned his 
attention elsewhere.
 “I wandered into community 
organizing after the activism stopped 
working for me,” said Harsh. “Instead, 
I focused on housing issues while 
working for Metro West Community 
Development Organization. When 
former council president Kevin Kelley 
vacated his seat last year to run for 
Mayor, I threw my hat into the city 
council ring.”
 For Councilman Starr, public 
service was not initially in the cards. 
He had no desire to be in politics. 

While growing up in the Central 
neighborhood, with over 45 percent of 
the population living in poverty, Starr 
witnessed fi rsthand the struggles and 
hardships of residents. With a need 
for equitable representation in the 
city council, several key members of 
his community reached out to ask if 
he would be interested in running for 
offi ce. He accepted the challenge but 
lost a close race to Phyllis Cleveland in 
2017. In 2021, Cleveland City Council 
unanimously approved Delores Gray 
as a replacement for Phyllis Cleveland, 
who resigned her seat after 16 years on 
council. Last month, the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections dismissed 
a challenge fi led against Starr by Gray, 
who lost the Ward 5 seat to Starr in the 
November election.
 “The work I have done previously, 
learning about the issues that affect 
our youth and neighborhood, led me 
to want to help the community,” said 
Starr. “It was the residents of Ward 5 
that persuaded me to run for offi ce. I 
am here to work for them.”
 Ward 4 Councilwoman Deborah 

estate investor profi ts.
 “We cannot continue to beg and 
plead with real estate developers 
for affordable housing. They have 
repeatedly shown a lack of interest,” 
said Howse. “We must have a positive 
working connection to our lending 
institutions for people to get loans 
and access to this housing market for 
new construction and repairs to their 
existing homes. Financial institutions 
have been despicable.”
 Harsh pointed out that Cleveland 
has a functioning market development 
strategy in neighborhoods where 
private developers have built market-
rate condominiums and apartments 
like downtown, Detroit Shoreway, 
Tremont, and Ohio City. He was 
glad to see construction cranes in the 
Cleveland skyline with new residential 
buildings leased even before the 
promotional pamphlets hit the ground. 
The functioning part of the market 
works, he said.
 “Figuring out how to get more 
affordable housing into the market 
should be our priority,” said Harsh.
 Mayor Bibb plans to launch the 
Center for Economic Recovery (CER), 
a strategic policy team to engage with 
Cleveland City Council to shape and 
evaluate ideas for ARPA-funded 
projects. CER will review requests 
for funding based on the same set 
of evaluation principles to ensure 
all decisions are made strategically, 
equitably, and transparently with a 
renewed interest in affordable housing 
and investments that drive wealth 
creation and homeownership.
 Mayor Bibb recently introduced 
legislation seeking to change the tax 
abatement program suggesting that a 
new policy would improve the current 
one-size-fi ts-all approach, which will 
expire on June 4th. Residential tax 
abatement is a sore issue for residents 
in high development neighborhoods, 
where property taxes have doubled or 
tripled in recent years.
 City Council President Blaine 
Griffi n has vowed to work with Mayor 
Bibb and Cleveland City Council 
to support the new legislation to 
encourage investment in blighted 
neighborhoods that have not seen 
growth in recent years and create more 
affordable housing.

 “We cannot continue to 
beg and plead with real estate 
developers for affordable 
housing. They have repeatedly 
shown a lack of interest.” 

 -- Ward 7 City Council 
Representative 

Stephanie Howse
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 3pm (reg-
ular bargain prices) First Saturday 
of Month: 10 to noon /clothes in 
store and Gym, Clothes $1.00 a 
bag. “We supply the bags All items 
“As Is” cond. Masks Required

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEED-
ED:  If you are a property owner 
with nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Thursday, May 19, 2022; Max Hayes High School’s Construction Shop, 
2211 W. 65th Street: Eleventh Grade Construction program students 
Anthony Hill and Dalvin Torres demonstrate putting a roofi ng nail into 
a mini roof in their school’s construction shop. Twelfth grade students 
in the program built mini houses in one of the construction labs and 
the mini roofs in the second lab under the direction of instructors 
James MacDowell and Jim Mulgrew. A retired member of the Electri-
cian’s Union and a member of the Plumbers’ Union volunteer at the 
school -- helping students with some of the details of constructing a 
house. Students in the program also go on fi eld trips to different local 
unions to learn fi rst-hand about the trades. The fi eld trips are led by 
Construction Curriculum Specialist John Nesta who is retiring at the 
end of this school year.

*** In Memory: William M. Denihan ***
ADAMHS Board offers tribute to its former Chief Executive Offi cer

It is with great sadness that 
the Alcohol, Drug Addiction 
and Mental Health Services 
(ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga 
County shares that its former 
Chief Executive Offi cer, William M. 
Denihan, passed away on Monday, 
May 23. 

ADAMHS Board Chair, Reverend 
Benjamin F. Gohlstin shared, “With 
a heavy but prayerful heart we are 
mourning the transition of one of 
the most dynamic public servants 
of Northeast Ohio. William Denihan, 
retired CEO of the ADAMHS Board 
of Cuyahoga County and former 
executive director of Children and 
Family Services among many public 

service endeavors, has made a 
peaceful transition from labor to 
reward. Our continuous prayers, 
condolences and blessings are 
extended to Mary and the Denihan 
Family.”

“I was honored to work closely 
with Mr. Denihan for more than 
15 years. He was my mentor and 
friend,” said Scott S. Osiecki, Chief 
Executive Offi cer of the ADAMHS 
Board of Cuyahoga County. “We 
will miss him, and our thoughts are 
with his wife, Mary, and his family as 
they mourn his loss and celebrate 
his well-lived life of service.” 

William M. Denihan served as 
the Chief Executive Offi ce of the 

ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga 
County for more than 15 years 
and as a public servant for more 
than 40 years. During his time 
with the Board, he ensured that 
components such as creative arts 
and spirituality were in place to 
help people along their healing 
journeys to recovery. He fought for 
parity in treatment for behavioral 
health and Medicaid expansion 
and took the first steps toward 
ensuring evidence-based treatment 
and naloxone were available in our 
community to address the opioid 
epidemic.

reactors in Ohio. Do you want nuclear 
reactors in Ohio?  Waste Not Alliance is 
joining a coalition of Ohio organizations 
to oppose HB434. It believes HB434 
would be an expensive, unaccountable, 
and radioactive waste distraction from 
real solutions to Ohio’s energy effi cien-
cy, renewables, sustainable economic 
development, and environmental justice 
needs. Will discuss HB434 in detail, 
give updates on advanced nuclear re-
actors, and plan next steps. For more 
information contact Waste Not Alliance 
at wastenotalliance@gmail.com

FESTIVALS
PRIDE IN CLE FESTIVAL: LGBT 
Community Center of Greater Cleve-
land will host the Pride in CLE festival 
on June 4th, Noon – 6 p.m. at Malls B 
& C in downtown Cleveland. 
SUMMER ARTS FEST: DANCE 
WITH GIANTS: Saturday, June 11, 
2022; 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., Wade Oval. Free. 
Interactive arts festival presented by 
University Circle Inc. and The Cleve-
land Museum of Art. The event features 
larger-than-life art sculptures, roaming 
costumed performers, live music, activ-
ity tents, food vendors, and more.

HEALTH
C O V I D - 1 9  VA C C I N E S  A N D 
BOOSTERS: available Monday thru 
Friday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at McCafferty 
Health Center, 4242 Lorain Avenue for 
persons ages 12 or more. For children 
ages 5-11 COVID-19 vaccines are 
available on Mondays from 9a.m. – 4 
p.m. Walk-ins are welcome. Or, you can 
pre-register by calling 216-664-2222 
or visit www.gettheshot.coronavirus.
oh.gov/
SPEAKER ON MEMORY, AGING 
AND DEMENTIA: The Carolyn L. 
Farrell Foundation for Brain Health is 
hosting Anne Basting, PhD June 9-10, 
2022, for two Cleveland area events. 
Basting ‘s work centers on aging, mem-
ory and dementia, and the use of song, 
dance, improvisation, and theater to 
elicit joy. Thursday, June 9, 2022, 10:00 
am-noon: Guest speaker at the Westlake 
Community Services Center, 28975 
Hilliard Blvd., Westlake. The topic is 
Beautiful Questions: Finding (and In-
sisting on) Meaning & Wonder in Care. 
She will share stories from her long 
career of infusing the arts and culture 
into care-giving settings of all kinds. 
Targeted audience is medical profes-
sionals with patients with dementia and 
care partners for people with dementia, 
whether in long-term care communities, 
at home, or in any other setting. Creativ-
ity and meaning making can bring joy, 
connection, and beauty into their lives, 
and simple training techniques can help 
unlock innate capacity for creativity. 
Her book will be available to purchase 
at the event. For reservations, call (440) 
899-3544. The Farrell Foundation, 
Westlake Community Services Center, 
and Westlake Porter Public Library are 
sponsoring the event.

LIBRARIES
YOUNG SCHOLARS’ ACADE-
MY: Families can sing, read, write, and 
play their way to kindergarten readi-
ness! Young Scholars’ Academy will 
teach young learners about caring, shar-
ing, counting, the alphabet, and more. 

New sessions begin in June at Carnegie 
West Branch on Wednesdays from June 
8 to July 27th from 10:30 -11:30 a.m. 
Meals are available for in-person partic-
ipants. Register TODAY at cpl.org or 
call (216) 623-7114. Can’t make it in 
person? No problem! Join via Zoom 
on Tuesdays, June 7 – 28, and July 12 
& 19 from 6:15 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. For 
more information on the Young Schol-
ars’ Academy, visit www.cpl.org.
PLAY & LEARN: The Cleveland 
Public Library’s summer reading 
program, Summer Lit League, runs 
from May 30 through July 23. Regis-
tration is now open for children and 
adults. Summer Lit League is an eight-
week challenge, which encourages all 
Cleveland residents and Northeast Ohio 
families to read during the summer 
months. This year’s theme, The Fu-
ture is Now, Read! ties into the FRONT 
2022 exhibition which embraces art 
as an agent of transformation and a 
mode of healing. “Everyone is invited 
to participate in this summer reading 
program,” said Erica Marks, Youth 
Services Program Director at Cleveland 
Public Library. “The benefi ts of reading 
are endless. Not only is it fun and free 
entertainment, but reading can build 
vocabulary and critical thinking skills, 
improve memory, and reduce stress.” 
Activities will be at select neighborhood 
branches and Summer Splash at Public 
Square. Contact your local branch for 
more information. Readers could win 
various prizes including an Apple iPad, 
Chromebooks, Nintendo Switch, family 
passes to the Great Lakes Science Cen-
ter, and tickets to see Frozen at Play-
house Square. Summer Lit League will 
conclude with a family fun celebration 
on Thursday, July 28 at the Great Lakes 
Science Center. Visit cpl.beanstack.
org to register for Summer Lit League.
PEOPLE & SPACE: Live music, 
refreshments, and thought-provoking 
conversations. That’s what young pro-
fessionals will experience this summer 
at Main Library in downtown Cleve-
land. We’re launching a new outdoor 
series called No Ceiling on the last 
Friday of the month starting May 27 
from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. From May 
to September, young professionals will 
meet up in the Eastman Reading Garden 
for networking and engaging deep-dive 
discussions about mental health, social 
justice, culture, and more. (weather 
permitting) On May 27th the topic will 
be Mental Health and Music. On June 
24th the topic will be Thrive with Pride. 
For more information about No Ceiling, 
visit cpl.org/diversecity.

DIGITAL RESOURCE: The Cleve-
land Public Library offers computer 
access, computer classes, on-on-one 
training and mobile internet hotspot 
checkout. For more information con-
tact: TechCentral@CPL.org or 216-
623-2980.

METROPARKS
FREE MONDAYS AT THE CLEVE-
LAND METROPARKS ZOO: Ad-
mission to the Zoo is free for residents 
of Cuyahoga County and Hinkley 
Township on Mondays. To confirm 
your residency, bring your driver’s 
license or state I.D. or a current util-
ity bill with your Cuyahoga County. 
or Hinckley Twp. address along 
with a photo ID.  Admission to The 
RainForest is $6.00 on Mondays 
for Cuyahoga County and Hinckley 
Township residents. Free Monday Zoo 
admission does not apply on Monday 
holidays between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day. 
MERWIN’S WHARF NEW SUM-
MER HAPPY HOUR: Every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 4 to 8 
p.m. enjoy live music, lawn games and 
food trucks. The famous Merwin’s Big 
Pretzel, full bar and free parking will 
also be available at Merwin’s Wharf. 
Visit clevelandmetroparks.com/Hap-
pyHour for more information.

PROTEST
THE OHIO POOR PEOPLES CAM-
PAIGN plans a bus trip to Washington 
D.C. on June 18th for a Mass Poor Peo-
ple’s and Low-Wage Workers’ Assem-
bly and Moral March on Washington 
and to the polls. For more information 
visit: www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
June18

VOLUNTEERS
TAKE ACTION TO STOP WAGE 
THEFT NOW: The Guardians for 
Fair Work campaign is looking for 
volunteers who are willing to collect 
pledge cards from their friends, family, 
and neighbors demanding that Cleve-
land City Council move with urgency 
on passing wage theft protections. 
Email guardiansforfairwork@gmail.
com for more information.

YOUTH
THE 4-H YOUTH ADVOCACY & LEAD-
ERSHIP COALITION (YALC)  is a civic 
leadership program for middle school and 
high school youth ages 13-18 in Cuyahoga 
County. The YALC develops young adult 
leaders by training and supporting them in 
advocating for youth issues and links them to 
their communities through service-learning 
experiences. This nontraditional 4-H club is 
funded through support of the Family and 
Children First Council. Follow YALC on 
Instagram @YALCOHIO. For all concerns 
and questions contact Ms. Dominique Aaron 

at Aaron.66@osu.edu.
SERVICES FOR INDEPENDENT LIV-
ING YOUNG ADULT COUNCIL seeks 
youth to apply to join the council: Any person 
who has recently graduated high school and 
is between the ages of 18 and 33, has a dis-
ability, and who wants to learn how to make 
a difference by gaining confi dence with their 
leadership experience in community deci-
sion-making on issues that are important to 
him or her. There will be a short application 
process, for more information on YAC please 
contact April Shaw- ashaw@sil-oh.org or at 
216.731.1529 
JOBS CORPS: FREE CAREER TRAIN-
ING AND OPENINGS AVAILABLE 
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Job Corps 
program has launched a recruitment drive 
in Ohio, offering immediate openings and 
free career training for low-income students 
ages 16–24 in the nation’s leading industries. 
There are three Job Corps campuses in 
Ohio: Cincinnati, Cleveland and Dayton. 
They offer career skills training in high-
growth industry sectors, including Advanced 
Manufacturing, Automotive and Machine 
Repair, Construction, Finance and Business, 
Health Care, Hospitality, Information Tech-
nology, and Transportation. Job Corps is free 
for ages 16–24 from low-income households 
who meet the eligibility requirements, and 
students can apply and enroll at any time. 
Job Corps provides hands-on career skills 
training, on-campus housing, meals, health 
care and job search assistance. Applicants 
may qualify if they receive SNAP, TANF, 
or free or reduced school lunch, or if they 
are experiencing homelessness or are a fos-
ter youth. The recruitment drive in Ohio is 
part of a national effort to restore Job Corps 
campuses to full capacity after pandemic 

safety measures had restricted enroll-
ments, due to the residential aspects 
of the program. Job Corps has restored 
pre-pandemic admission standards na-
tionwide and has immediate openings 
in Ohio.For more information about 
Job Corps, or to begin the enrollment 
process, visit jobcorps.gov or call 800-
733-JOBS (5627).

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
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The CMSD Summer 

Learning Experience 
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Go to 

ClevelandMetroSchools.org/

SummerLearning22 

to learn more!

FREE!

Register Now!


