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PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Monday, July 18, 2022; Grand opening celebration for 
Neighborhood Housing Court Kiosk, South Branch Library, 
3096 Scranton Road: Cleveland Housing Court Administra-
tive Judge W. Moná Scott says the kiosk will make it easier 
for members of public to attend eviction hearings.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, June 24, 2022, Open House for Grand Opening of Edna House Cam-
pus, W. 65th and Madison Avenue: (L-R) Edna House Resident Mary Jones 
and Edna House Board Member Jane Bennett welcome guests touring 10 new 
residential units in the former St. Colman School Building. Jones, originally 
from North Carolina, is one of the fi rst four residents in the new apartments. 
The apartments are on the second fl oor. The fi rst fl oor contains classrooms and 
activity rooms for the women receiving help from Edna House in recovering 
from an addiction.

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, July 19, 2022; The Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center and Archwood 
United Church of Christ Congregation celebrated the transfer of ownership of 
the church building with a ribbon cutting and dinner on Sunday July 19. The 
Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center, a tenant at the church for the past four 
years, now owns the church building. An agreement between the congregation 
and Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center allows the congregation to continue 
to worship at the church.

                    PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Friday, July 15, 2022; Collective Arts Network (CAN) Triennial, Gordon Square Reception, ARTneo – The Museum of 
Northeast Ohio Art, 1305 W. 80th Street: FloydbyFloyd – Floyd displays his mini canvas acrylic refrigerator magnets. 
Google: don’t have a boring refrigerator. fl oydbandcle@gmail.com.

Debate over tax breaks for nonprofi t Cleveland 
area hospitals is also about racism and redlining

continued on page 4continued on page 4

Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center is new owner 
of the Archwood United Church of Christ building
   Archwood United Church of Christ 
(UCC) and Julia de Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center are celebrating a new 
use for a building that has anchored 
Archwood Avenue since 1929. 

The former Archwood United 
Church of Christ building now be-
longs to Julia de Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center. The new owner is ex-

panding on the programs it has been 
running there for four years, and 
elsewhere on the West Side since 
1989. The Archwood UCC religious 
congregation, founded in 1819, will 
continue to worship there, too.

The two organizations celebrated 
the arrangement with a ribbon cut-
ting and Sunday dinner on July 17. 

They said the transfer of the 
building, which took place by quit-
claim deed on March 23, is a 
welcome solution to both their 
needs. The small congregation – 
though active in feeding the com-
munity – had grown too small for the 
20,000-square-foot main building 
continued on page 6continued on page 6

New Neighborhood Housing Court Kiosk opens at 
the South Branch of the Cleveland Public Library
by Bruce Checefsky
 Cleveland Housing Court and 
Cleveland Public Library have 
teamed up to bring the court to the 

community. Starting this month, the 
new Neighborhood Housing Court 
Kiosk at the South Branch of the 
Cleveland Public Library, located 

at 3096 Scranton Road, is available 
solely for the use of Clevelanders. 
Residents, who need to appear before 
the Cleveland Housing Court, can 
attend their court hearing without 
traveling downtown. Reservations are 
required.
 “We want to make it easier for 
the public to attend hearings,” 
said Cleveland Housing Court 
Administrative Judge W. Moná Scott 
in a press release. “Eviction hearings 
often have no-shows due to lack of 
transportation and childcare or fear 
of missing work. The Neighborhood 
Housing Court Kiosk program will 
alleviate those concerns and help to 
bridge the digital divide.”
 South Branch is the fi rst of four 
Cleveland Public Library locations 
to feature the Neighborhood Housing 
Court computer kiosks. The program 
will eventually spread to the Mount 
Pleasant, Carnegie West, and 
Glenville branches. “We chose these 
neighborhood locations because they 
have some of the highest eviction rates 
in the city,” said Judge Scott.
 Cleveland Housing Court purchased 
the computer kiosk equipment using 
a technology grant from the Ohio 
Supreme Court.
continued on page 7continued on page 7

by Stephanie Czekalinski
     & Michael Indriolo 
This is part two of a series examining 
the tax-exempt status of nonprofi t hos-
pitals in Northeast Ohio and how the 
loss of tax dollars impacts communities.
 Nonprofi t hospitals like the Cleve-
land Clinic receive millions of dollars 
in property tax exemptions in Cuyahoga 
County every year, an Ideastream 
analysis of county records shows. The 
debate over what the public should get 
in exchange for those tax breaks is com-
plicated by racist policies of the past like 
redlining.  (University of Richmond)
 For years, hospitals and public pol-
icy wonks have been engaged in an 
ongoing debate over whether nonprofi t 
hospitals provide adequate benefi ts to 
the community to make the tax breaks 
they receive a good deal for taxpayers.
 On one side, the Clinic and other 
not-for-profit hospital officials say 
they provide community benefi ts worth 
billions of dollars annually in exchange 
for those tax breaks: millions of dollars 
spent on charity care, community health 
improvement, medical education and 

training and research, millions more 
pledged to remove lead from Cleveland 
homes and a deal brokered to bring 
a grocery store to a neighborhood 
suffering from food insecurity.
 On the other side, industry ana-
lysts argue hospitals are playing fast 
and loose with the numbers and that 
they actually receive millions of dollars 
more in tax breaks than they provide in 
care and services that directly benefi t 
their home communities
 But those living in the neighborhoods 
near the Clinic and University Hospitals 
on Cleveland’s East Side say the debate 
is further complicated by the history of 
racist policies like redlining that still 
affect Clevelanders today. And many 
sociologists and historians agree.
 Redlining helped create health prob-
lems that disproportionately plague Af-
rican American Clevelanders, said Dr. 
Todd Michney, a history and sociology 
professor at Georgia Tech University 
and an expert on 20th-century African 
American upward mobility in Cleve-
land.
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         PHOTO BY DEBBIE SADLON
Thursday, July 14, 2022; Summer Resource Fair at Market Square Park, W. 25th and Lorain Avenue:  Phyllis Cleveland 
with the City of Cleveland Department of Water has guests spin for prizes.

ARTS/THEATER
SPACES, 2900 Detroit Avenue, pres-
ents Front International 2022’s Oh, 
Gods of Dust and Rainbows thru 
October 2nd, Open Wednesdays thru 
Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. and by 
appointment.
ARTS IN AUGUST 2022 IN TREM-
ONT’S LINCOLN PARK: Free per-
formances. All events begin at 7 p.m. 
Friday, August 8: Cleveland Public 
Theater’s Student Theatre Enrichment 
Program (STEP); Saturday, August 6: 
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival; Friday 

August 12: Inlet Dance Theatre; Satur-
day, August 13: Verb Ballets; Friday, 
August 19: Church of Starry Wisdom; 
Saturday, August 20: Papo Ruiz Y 
Dulzura De La Salsa; Friday, August 
26: David Hakim; and Sunday, August 
28: Arts Renaissance Tremont presents 
Cleveland Jazz Orchestra.
CLEVELAND PUBLIC THE-
ATRE’S STUDENT THEATRE 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (STEP)
will perform a student developed play, 
The Myth of Me, on Sunday, August 7 
at 7 p.m. at Cleveland Public Theatre, 

6415 Detroit Avenue. Performance is  
one of a series of free outdoor perfor-
mances this summer.
PAINTING A BETTER PICTURE 
FAMILY FUN DAY: Saturday, August 
13, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Women’s Recov-
ery Center Parking Lot, 6209 Storer 
Avenue. Join local artists to create art 
on Storer Avenue. Artists will create 
a sketch of the mural and leave local 
families to fill in the colors/design. 
There will be food and care package 
giveaways. For details contact Maria 
Agosto at MAgostoward14@gmail.com
or call 216-849-7307.

BENEFITS
NEW SNAP WAIVER INCREASES 
ACCESS FOR OLDER ADULTS:
Ohio has a new Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
demonstration project called the Elderly 
Simplifi ed Application Project (ESAP) 
waiver. With the ESAP waiver, older 
adult households (age 60+) with no 
earned income will only have to re-cer-
tify their eligibility for SNAP benefi ts 
every 36 months, instead of every two 
years as was the case before the waiver. 
Recipients will still have to report any 
changes in income that would make 
them ineligible for SNAP during the 

36-month period. For more information 
or to apply contact Ohio Benefi ts at 
1-844-640-6446 or www.Benefi ts.Ohio.
Gov. Or contact the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Job and Family Services 
at 216-443-5884.

BIKE RIDE
LAKEVIEW SUMMER BIKE RIDE: 
Join Bike Cleveland for a 5-8 miles fam-
ily friendly neighborhood bike ride and 
giveaways. Meet in front of Lakeview 
Estates Community Center, 1290 W. 
25th Street on August 20th at 9:30 a.m. 
(Free tune-ups for Lakeview residents 
all summer at Joy Machine Bike Shop, 
2506 Detroit Avenue.)

EVENTS
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST 
CRIME: Tuesday, August 2nd, 5-9 p.m. 
Steelyard Commons. More than 60 commu-
nity groups, stores, and restaurants on site; 
free food and drinks; live music and enter-
tainment; free child fi ngerprint registration; 
sit inside a fi re truck, prisoner transport bus, 
ambulance and police cruiser.

GRANTS
CLEVELAND BLACK FUTURES 
FUND: Cleveland Foundation released a 
request for proposals for grantmaking from 
the Cleveland Black Futures Fund. Cleveland 
African American-led nonprofi t organiza-
tions with a budget less than $1 million can 
begin applying on Monday August 1st at 
noon. For more information on the grants, 
and technical assistance workshops available 
to applicants visit www.ClevelandFounda-
tion.org/Futures.

HEALTH CARE
HARM REDUCTION SAVES LIVES: 
Information on where to get free fentanyl 

tests strips and how to use them at adam-
hscc.org/harmreduction. If using sub-
stances, don’t be alone. If someone who 
has Naloxone is not physically near you, 
use the Brave App or Never Use Alone 
Hotline: 1-800-484-3731. Carry Naloxone, 
the medication that reverses an overdose. Get 
it mailed to you for free from Thrive for 
Change or Harm Reduction Ohio.  Project 
DAWN has various locations you can 
pick up Naloxone from: McCafferty Health 
Center, 4242 Lorain Avenue, Mondays and 
Wednesdays 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Thurs-
days Noon – 8 p.m.; MetroHealth Mobile 
Unit RV & Syringe Exchange Program, 3370 
W. 25th Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; 
and Cleveland Emergency Medical Services, 
1701 Lakeside, Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. 
– 3 p.m.

LIBRARIES
BOOKBOX AT EDGEWATER BEACH: 
Books to check out. Free books to take. Story 
time. Free kids’ crafts. Free seeds via Cleve-
land Seedbank.  For more info visit: https://
cpl.org/fi nding-the-perfect-beach-reads-at.../

MEETINGS
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LISTENING 
SESSION with Ward 14 Councilwoman Jas-
min Santana, August 3, 4-6 p.m., West Side 
Community House, 9300 Lorain Avenue.
SECOND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE holds its 
monthly meeting on the second Tuesday of 
the month at The Family Ministry Center, 
3389 Fulton Road. 

RECYCLING
RECYCLING WEBINARS for businesses 
are provided for free. Presented by Business 
Recycling Specialist Doreen Schreiber of the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District. For 
a list and to register for any of the upcoming 
webinars, here is the link: https://cuyahog-
arecycles.org/business_recycling_seminars.

SERVICE DOGS
CANINE COMPANIONS’ goal is to 
enhance independence for children, adults, 
and veterans with disabilities so more people 
can feel empowered to live their lives to the 
fullest. Service dogs are expertly trained in 
up to 45 commands. Once the application 
process is completed and the client is ap-
proved, a service dog is provided at no cost 
to the client. For more information visit: 
www.canine.org.

SUPPORT LINES
CONNECTING WITH SUBSTANCE 
USE DISORDER TREATMENT: The 
ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga County 
provides a 24-Hour Suicide Prevention, 
Mental Health/Addiction Crisis, Information 
and Diversion Center Referral Hotline: 216-
623-6888. Individuals can call this number to 
connect with substance use disorder (SUD) 
treatment today. To learn more about SUD 
treatment, visit adamhscc.org/treatment.
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
LIFELINE is now available through phone 
or text to a new three-digit number: Call or 
text 988.
THE TREVOR PROJECT is the world’s 
largest suicide prevention and crisis inter-
vention organization for LGBTQ (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and ques-
tioning) young people. For more information 
on how to reach a Trevor Project counselor 
visit: www.thetrevorproject.org.

VOLUNTEERS
CLEVELAND LEAD ADVOCATES FOR 
SAFE HOUSING (CLASH) is seeking vol-
unteers to help keep lead on our community’s 
agenda. CLASH is all volunteer, mostly 
self-funded, and working for the safety of 
the next generation! Cleveland Lead Safe 
Network is the Outreach and Engagement 
arm of CLASH. Voice or text message: 
216-359-1060. Visit CLASH at http://www.
clashcle.org.

***In Memory --  Father Bob Begin***
 It seems that the passing of Bob Begin is a momentous occasion in the 
history of the Near West Side. For 50 years Bob was at the center of the 
creative energy in serving the poor and marginalized, for which this com-
munity was known. His vision of a just, more equitable, and kinder world, 
inspired or supported, in some way, most of the local anti-poverty and social 
justice programs which we were blessed with these many years.
 In his memory, may we appreciate his giftedness and energy, and treasure 
his legacy.
 There will be a Memorial for Bob Begin at St Colman’s on Saturday, 
August 13, at 10:00 a.m. followed by a Mass at 10:30 a.m.
                -- Bill Merriman
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                    PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Thursday, July 14, 2022; Summer Resource Fair at Market Square Park, W. 25th and Lorain Avenue: Cleveland Met-
roparks Zoo provides information to guests.

Books, buses and the unexpected 
– tips for the new school year
by Tonya Sams
 August is here and we will soon hear 
the ringing of school bells. But prepar-
ing for the new year is more than just 
buying clothes and supplies – it is also 
about preparing for new situations and 
challenges students may face at school. 
 The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
provides legal help that ensures kids’ 
school success, and wants to offer a few 
helpful tips:

SPECIAL EDUCATION
 If you are concerned that your child is 
not keeping up with peers, you can ask 
your school to test your child for spe-
cial education needs. Make the request 
in writing and keep a dated copy for 
yourself. It doesn’t matter if the school 
year is well underway; you can request 
a special education evaluation at any 
time. 
 If it is determined that your child 
qualifi es for special education services, 
they will receive what is called an indi-
vidualized education program, or IEP. 
IEPs outline goals and accommodations 
that can help your child succeed. 
 If you and the school disagree 
regarding your child’s placement in 
special education, you can contact the 
Ohio Department of Education to fi le 
a complaint or request a mediation to 
resolve the issue. 

TROUBLE IN SCHOOL
 If your child is constantly getting into 
trouble in school, fi nd out if they are 
having problems with a teacher or other 
students, or talk to them about trauma 
that may cause them to act out. You may 
fi nd that the school can provide resourc-
es such as a mental health counselor for 
your child. You can also request that 
your child is tested for special education 
or a functional behavior assessment 
(FBA). Talk to school offi cials about 
these issues.
 If your child has been disciplined by 
suspension, expulsion, or other mea-
sures, request documentation from the 
school.  

BULLYING
 According to Ohio law, bullying is 
any repeated, intentional act (either 
physical, verbal, electronic or written) 
that causes a student physical or mental 
harm and creates a hostile, threatening 
environment. 
 Schools are required to allow peo-
ple to report bullying anonymously. 
Schools also must protect students from 
bullying and discipline those students 
that are bullying others. 
 You have the right to report bullying 
to the school and to request an investi-
gation. If an investigation is conducted, 
continued on page 5continued on page 5

Cleveland Municipal School District Board of Education renames two area schools
 At its June 28th meeting, the Cleve-
land Municipal School District Board of 
Education voted to change the names of 
two schools in the Plain Press service 
area. Thomas Jefferson International 
Newcomers Academy will be renamed 
Natividad Pagan International New-
comers Academy. Louis Agassiz School 
will be renamed Mary Church Terrell 
School. The name changes will be effec-
tive at the beginning of the 2022-2023 
school year.
 The Pre-k to Grade 12 school Nativ-
idad Pagan International Newcomers 
Academy is located at 3145 W. 46th

Street, just south of Clark Avenue.
 Mary Church Terrell School, a pre-K 
- Grade 8 school, is located at 3595 
Bosworth Road.
 The recommendation for the new 
names came as the result meetings held 
by the School Naming Ad Hoc Work 
Group with the Thomas Jefferson In-
ternational Newcomers community and 
the Louis Agassiz School community.
 The Board of Education resolution 
notes that “Natividad Pagan was an 
educator, administrator, and communi-
ty leader in Cleveland, and served the 
Cleveland Municipal School District 

as Executive Director of Multilingual 
Education and as principal of Joseph M. 
Gallagher School and Thomas Jefferson 
International Newcomers Academy.”
 The resolution notes that “Mary 
Church Terrell was an internationally 
known lecturer, educator and activist for 
racial equality and women’s rights from 
the late 19th century through the mid 
20th century, who earned bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Oberlin College, 
and taught at Wilberforce College.”
 The School Naming Ad Hoc Group 
was tasked with reviewing school 
continued on page 7continued on page 7

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) interim reports are back!
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) Interim Reports 
are required for many households six 
months after an application or recer-
tifi cation. Interim Reports have been 
waived during the pandemic until now. 
 SNAP assistance groups that received 
an interim report for August must be 
completed and returned with verifi ca-
tion of any reported changes by the 
due date on their notice. If a completed 
interim report is not returned by the end 
of July, SNAP benefi ts may be discon-
tinued as of September 31, 2022.
 Interim Reports are mandatory and 
failure to complete or return timely can 
result in termination of SNAP benefi ts 
for the entire household.

MAKE SURE YOU
CHECK THE MAIL!

 Interim reports will be mailed out by 
the State of Ohio one month before they 
are due to the mailing addressed listed 
on your case. 
 If you’ve recently moved, make sure 
you have updated your address with 
Cuyahoga County Department of Job 
and Family Services (CJFS). 
 An Interim Report will also be sent 
to the online Ohio Benefi ts Self-Service 
Portal Message Center for cases linked 
to the Self-Service Portal. 

Submitting an Interim
Report to CJFS:

 The easiest way to return your Interim 

Report is to complete it online through 
the Ohio Benefi ts Self-Service Portal. 
Visit www.Benefi ts.Ohio.gov to access 
your account.
OTHER OPTIONS INCLUDE:
 Email: CJFSDocs@jfs.ohio.gov. In-
clude the Interim Report and document 
verifi cations as PDF attachments. List 
the case name, case number or last four 
(4) digits of case name social security 
number, and phone number in the sub-
ject line.
 Mail: 1641 Payne Avenue, Cleve-
land, OH 44114 
 Fax: (216) 987-7700. 
 Document Drop Off: Westshore – 
9830 Lorain Ave, Cleveland OH 44102.
HOURS: Monday – Friday 8 am – 4:30 
pm

Important changes to include in 
an Interim Report: all people in the 
household; earned income (e.g., change 
in pay rate, salary, or employment 
status); Unearned income of more than 
$100; address and resulting changes 
in expenses; child support obligation; 
and any substantial lottery or gambling 
winnings
 A complete Interim Report will in-
clude answers to all questions asked; a 
valid signature; and verifi cation docu-
ments such as a pay stub
 For more information, please contact 
Northern Ohioans for Budget Legisla-
tion Equality (NOBLE) at ohiobudgete-
quality@gmail.com.

Read the Read the 
Plain Press online:Plain Press online:

https:// plainpress.bloghttps:// plainpress.blog
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            PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Friday, July 15, 2022; Collective Arts Network (CAN) Triennial, Gordon 
Square Reception, ARTneo – The Museum of Northeast Ohio Art, 1305 W. 
80th Street: Artwork: Transfi guration by Artist Samuel J. Francazio.

            PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Friday, July 15, 2022; Collective Arts Network (CAN) Triennial, Gordon 
Square Reception, ARTneo – The Museum of Northeast Ohio Art, 1305 W. 80th

Street: Flower Study (a framed acrylic on canvas) by Artist: Eileen Dorsey, 
www.Eileendorsey.com

continued on page 5continued on page 5

DEBATE  OVER TAX BREAKSDEBATE  OVER TAX BREAKS
cont inued f rom page onecont inued f rom page one

 Redlining was part of a federal 
program started in the 1930s that rated 
neighborhoods across the country to 
help mortgage lenders predict whether 
an area was a good fi nancial risk. Af-
rican American neighborhoods were 
deemed ‘hazardous” risks, which led 
to decades of disinvestment, according 
to the University of Richmond.
 “Sociologists have taken the [redlin-
ing] data … and found that across the 
board, these real estate predictions 
correlate with bad health outcomes (to-
day),” Michney said. “The correlation 
is striking.”
 While no one is suggesting that tax 
dollars from nonprofi t hospitals alone 
could remedy the problems caused by 
redlining, policy experts say it is im-
portant to consider whether taxpayers 
are still striking the right deal with 
nonprofi t hospitals because abatements 
may deprive Clevelanders — especially 
those living in historically redlined ar-
eas — of resources needed to overcome 
the long-term effects on their health.
 Tax policy is important because it is 
directly and irrevocably connected to 

what kinds of lives Cuyahoga County 
residents are going to live, said Zach 
Schiller of Policy Matters Ohio, a 
liberal non-profi t research group.
 “Are we going to have parks? Are 
we going to have health services? Are 
we going to have good education?” he 
asked. “This is what taxes pay for.”
 If large nonprofi t hospitals “are not 
contributing, how can you expect that 
you’ll have the resources you’ll need 
for public health or any of the other 
multitudes of other services that are 
needed?” he added.
 Many of the people living in the 
historically redlined neighborhoods 
around the Cleveland Clinic’s main 
campus agree.

Redlining, Cleveland and
the Cleveland Clinic: A history.

 When the Cleveland Clinic opened 
in 1921, at the corner of Euclid Avenue 
and East 93rd St., the surrounding 
neighborhood was changing.
 African Americans were moving 
in, and that was making some people 
anxious, according to a neighborhood 
description card from the Home Own-
ers’ Loan Corporation (HOLC).
 HOLC was the federal agency that

in the 1930s graded neighborhoods 
in nearly 250 cities nationwide, rating 
them A, green, “best”; B, blue, “still 
desirable”; C, yellow, “defi nitely de-
clining”; and D, red, “hazardous.”
 This was the organization that created 
the color-coded maps that give us the 
term “redlining.”
 Before World War I, the area had 
“only a scatter of colored occupancy,” 
reads the card, which dates to the 1930s 
and rated the neighborhood “hazard-
ous.”
 That redlining resulted in decades of 
systematic economic disinvestment in 
neighborhoods deemed “hazardous.”
 HOLC offers this description of Af-
rican American migration in Cleveland: 
“From the period of 1920-30 colored 
infi ltration came very strongly along the 
thoroughfare of Cedar in the north and 
Quincy in the south (almost totally col-
ored now) … There is a concerted effort 
being made by the better class colored in 
this … area along E.105th north of Wade 
Park but institutions have agreed not to 
sell to them.”
 The maps created by the federal 
agency were used to determine which

areas in the city were safe investments 
for banks and mortgage lenders.
 “Race was a key — arguably the 
key — variable in determining these 
grades,” according to the University 
of Richmond. “Neighborhoods of 
color received D or C grades with only 
white neighborhoods receiving A and B 
grades.”
 Fairfax and other neighborhoods 
around the Clinic were among many 
predominantly African American neigh-
borhoods that were redlined or given a 
D grade of “hazardous” in the 1930s, 
data analysis from the University of 
Richmond shows.
 Eighty-three years later, Fairfax is 
still a predominately African Ameri-
can neighborhood and many there are 
struggling. In 2021, 92% of residents 
were African American and more than 
a third lived in poverty, including more 
than half of the families with children, 
according to the Center for Community 

Solutions, a Cleveland-based nonparti-
san think tank.
 Fairfax residents have shorter life 
expectancies and are more likely to 
suffer from asthma, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, kidney disease, obesity and 
pulmonary disease than people who live 
in some other Cleveland neighborhoods, 
the University of Richmond data show.
 That is a tough pill to swallow for 
those living within walking distance of 
the Clinic, which is ranked the second 
best hospital system in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report.
 “The people [who] live here are some 
of the most unhealthy, but yet they have 
one of the most amazing institutions in 
the country right there,” said Shannon 
Yarbrough, a Central neighborhood 
resident, near the Clinic, who works as 
an occupational therapist and holistic 
practitioner at St. Vincent Charity Med-
ical Center.
 “We have the top tier hospital organi-
zations within our presence in the city,” 
said Robin Brown, a Cleveland resident 
and founder of Concerned Citizens 
Organized Against Lead. “Why is the 
health of Clevelanders so bad?”

Social determinants of health
 The answer to why health disparities 
persist in under-resourced Cleveland 
communities is more complicated than 
whether people are able to get an annual 
physical.
 The vast majority — an estimated 
80% — of a person’s health is deter-
mined by factors outside medical set-
tings, according to a discussion paper in 
the National Academy of Medicine.
 Environmental and social circum-
stances, such as neighborhood safety, 
employment, poverty, health care ac-
cess, transportation, food insecurity, air 
pollution, housing, and education have 
been identifi ed by health offi cials as key 
indicators in determining the health and 
well-being of a community.
 Cleveland Clinic officials say the 
health system contributes to a number 
of programs that work to address social 
determinants of health.
 The Clinic supported a resolution 

from the city of Cleveland declaring 
racism a public health crisis in 2020 
and pledged to double its spending 
on products supplied by women-
and-minority-owned businesses in 
Cleveland to $160 million by 2025.
 The Clinic also joined a coalition of 
the 37 largest employers in the U.S. to 
train, hire and promote one million Af-
rican Americans over the next 10 years.
 Earlier this year, The Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation donated $50 million 
to the City of Cleveland’s program 
to eradicate lead poisoning in homes, 
which has been a major issue impacting 
the health of children for years.
 The Clinic is also one of the partners 
in a $52.8 million project to bring a new 
Meijer grocery store and apartment 
complex to the Fairfax neighborhood 
after residents told them that food in-
security was one of the biggest issues 
they faced.
 But a spokesperson said that the 
hospital can’t deliver everything.
 “Your income, how gainfully em-
ployed you are, your educational attain-
ment -- all those things, we know, factor 
into one’s health and life expectancy,” 
said Vickie Johnson, the Clinic’s di-
rector of economic development and 
community engagement. “And none of 
those things we directly deliver.”
 The Clinic and other nonprofi ts, how-
ever, do make decisions about where to 
target their dollars, which has a fi nancial 
impact in Cleveland.
 The Clinic spends vast amounts of 
money in the Fairfax neighborhood, said 
August Fluker, a local architect who’s 
lived in the neighborhood for the last 22 
years and is a member of the Cleveland 
City Planning Commission.
 “They’re bigger than any CDC,” he 
said, referring to the community de-
velopment corporations that are tasked 
with revitalizing city neighborhoods, 
including ones, like Fairfax, that have 
faced signifi cant disinvestment.
 Clinic offi cials often tout the insti-
tution’s economic impact on the local 
community when questioned about the 
$84 million in property tax breaks, at 
least, that it gets each year.
 “Our most recent Economic and 
Fiscal Impact Report, examining 2019 
data, shows that more than 133,000 
jobs in Ohio, generating approximate-
ly $8.8 billion in wages and earnings, 
were directly and indirectly attributed 
to Cleveland Clinic,” a spokesperson 
wrote in an email.
 Fluker said the way to improve health 
outcomes in Fairfax is to give people ac-
cess to the Clinic’s economic machine, 
allowing them to generate wealth for 
their own families.
 To land many of the jobs in the 
healthcare sector, people need solid ed-
ucational opportunities. And that brings 
us back to property taxes, said Schiller 
of Policy Matters Ohio.
 “If they want a workforce that’s 
qualifi ed, they have to have a workforce 
that’s been educated,” he said. “Who’s 
educating that workforce, and who’s 
paying for it?”
 The tax bill on the exempt property 
owned by Cleveland Clinic, University 
Hospitals and St. Vincent would be 
about $113 million a year, according to 
Ideastream’s analysis. About two-thirds 
of that — about $68 million — would 
go to local schools, according to the 
County Fiscal Offi ce.
 That money could help plug funding 
gaps for districts like the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District, which 
in fi scal year 2022 is expected to run a 
defi cit of over $122 million, according 
to District budget reports.
 Besides jobs and education, one’s 
environment, including access to green
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            PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Friday, July 15, 2022; Collective Arts Network (CAN) Triennial, Gordon 
Square Reception, ARTneo – The Museum of Northeast Ohio Art, 1305 W. 80th

Street: Artwork: Time to Fly by Artist Laurel Herbold. laurel333@gmail.com

            PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Friday, July 15, 2022; Collective Arts Network (CAN) Triennial, Gordon 
Square Reception, ARTneo – The Museum of Northeast Ohio Art, 1305 W. 
80th Street: Artwork: Second Change by Artist Laurel Herbold. laurel333@
gmail.com

DEBATE  OVER TAX BREAKSDEBATE  OVER TAX BREAKS
continued from page 4continued from page 4

you have a right to see the results of 
that investigation. You can also obtain 
a lawyer or contact the U.S. Department 
of Education, Offi ce of Civil Rights.

HOUSING INSECURITY
 If you and your child are homeless, 
federal law states that your child can 
not be denied their education. Your 
child has the right to continue to attend 
the same school that he or she attend-
ed before becoming homeless and to 
receive transportation. They also have 
the right to transfer to a school that may 
be closer, enroll in school even if they 
do not have the proper documentation 
such as a birth certifi cate, and a right to 
continue to receive special education if 
needed. 
 If you have issues in any of these 

areas, Legal Aid may be able to help. 
Call 888-817-3777 or visit lasclev.org/
contact for more information.  Also, 
Legal Aid offers free legal clinics in 
neighborhoods throughout Northeast 
Ohio.  Check Legal Aid’s website for 
an event calendar and visit a clinic with 
your questions!
Tonya Sams is the Development and 
Communications Assistant at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

NEW SCHOOL YEARNEW SCHOOL YEAR
continued from page 3continued from page 3

space, can affect one’s health, according 
to a study published in the International 
Journal of Environmental Research and 
Public Health. Fluker said in a lot of 
ways, the Clinic’s campus is the envi-
ronment for Fairfax residents.
 Located in the heart of the main cam-
pus, a block-long shallow pool studded 
with river rocks and lined with grass 
and trees mark the main entrance to the 
Cleveland Clinic.
 “They call it the allée, with the trees 
and the refl ecting pond and the nicely 
curated stones,” Fluker said. Allée is 
a French word that means a garden 
pathway often lined with trees. There 
is a famous one in Tuileries Garden in 
Paris.
 The allée at the Cleveland Clinic is a 
rare piece of manicured green space in 
a neighborhood marked by overgrown 
lots and homes falling into disrepair.
 A few years ago, Fluker took his 
young son on a walk past the pool. The 
little boy jumped out of his wagon in 
excitement when he saw the water and 
the grass, he said.
 “As soon as my son’s starting to 
approach, it was an all-out sprint by 
police” to stop him from crossing onto 
the grass near the pool, Fluker said, add-
ing he doesn’t think the installation was 
meant to welcome people. “It’s intended 
to make this grand ceremonial gesture 
so you can see the new glass structure 
that was created to sort of mark that 
the Clinic’s in this community. What 
does that have to do with people in this 
community?”
 Before social determinants of health 
can be addressed, there needs to be a 
change in the way the Clinic thinks 
about the people who live in Fairfax, 
Fluker said.
 “To be totally candid, it’s doing ‘for.’ 
It’s not doing ‘with.’ And there’s not a 
lot of doing ‘with.’ It’s just doing ‘for’,” 
he said. “And it’s all about, really, the 
Clinic’s benefi t.”

Giving away big money
to care for others

 The Clinic relies on people who do 
care to fulfi ll its mission. The hospital 
counts on generous support from donors 
to provide care and do ground-breaking 
research, offi cials said.
 In late May, the hospital held a cer-
emonial groundbreaking event for an 
expansion of the Cole Eye Institute.
 Inside, philanthropists and their fami-
lies, hospital leaders and staff and media 
sat on folding chairs or perched at high-
top tables covered in white tablecloths 
under a white event canopy. People took 
pictures and television videographers 
jockeyed for the best views of the stage.
 Philanthropist Jeffrey A. Cole, whose 
$31.5 million donation made the expan-
sion possible, stepped to the podium, 
adjusted his reading glasses, and looked 
out over the crowd assembled to honor 
him and his wife, Patricia O’Brien Cole.
 Helping others is the best way to 
make yourself a better person and the 
world a better place, he said.
 Then he made comments that includ-
ed part of the physicians’ Hippocratic 
Oath:
 “‘I would remember that I do not 
just treat a fever or a cancer, but a sick 
human being whose illness may affect 
the person’s family and economic sta-
bility,’” he said. “’My responsibility 

includes these related problems. I will 
remember that I remain a member of 
society with a special obligation to all 
my fellow human beings.’”
 “These words from an ancient doc-
tor should today be heeded not only 
by medical practitioners,” Cole said, 
“but by all those and all of us here in a 
position to infl uence the betterment of 
our fellow human beings.”
 After Cole’s speech, the spades bit 
into the earth, and construction of the 
new building began.

Editor’s Note: This is the second part 
of a three-part series that examines 
the impact of nonprofit hospitals in 
Northeast Ohio and their effects on 
our community. Part three of the series 
will be published on Thursday. METH-
ODOLOGY: Ideastream Public Media 
used data from the Cuyahoga County 
Fiscal Offi cer to calculate the size of 
nonprofi t hospitals’ property holdings 
in the county. The dataset is not com-
prehensive. The numbers presented in 
this article are estimates based on our 
analysis of publicly available data. The 
data provided to Ideastream Public 
Media refl ects values as of Cuyahoga 
County’s 2018 assessments. It does not 
include properties for which nonprofi t 
hospitals are currently seeking exemp-
tions. The data provided by the County 
does not necessarily list a hospital’s 
current hospital system affi liation. In 
those cases, hospital properties were 
identifi ed through Ideastream research.
This project is part of Connecting the

Dots between Race and Health, a proj-
ect of Ideastream Public Media funded 
by The Dr. Donald J. Goodman and 
Ruth Weber Goodman Philanthropic 
Fund of The Cleveland Foundation. 

This article was provided to the Plain 
Press by the online publication The 
Land, a local news startup that reports 
on Cleveland’s neighborhoods and inner 
ring suburbs. The Land delivers in-depth 
stories that foster accountability, inform 
the community, and inspire people to 
take action. The Land can be accessed 
at https://thelandcle.org.
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                  PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
July 19, 2022, Cudell Recreation Center, West Boulevard and Detroit Avenue: 
A memorial marker at the Tamir Rice Butterfl y Garden. Tamir Rice’s mother 
Samaria Rice gathered with family and friends on July 16 to dedicate the 
memorial marker and the Tamir Rice Butterfl y Garden in memory of Tamir 
Rice who was shot on November 22, 2014 while playing at the park.

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
July 19, 2022, Cudell Recreation Center, West Boulevard and Detroit Avenue: A view of the Tamir Rice Butterfl y 
Garden dedicated on July 16th in the memory of Tamir Rice

at 2800 Archwood Avenue and the 
1,700-square-foot parsonage next 
to it. 

And Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts 
Center – a tenant at Archwood since 
2018 and at other West Side loca-
tions before that – wanted a home 
with plenty of room to grow.

Archwood UCC, which turns 203 
years old this month, had more than 
1,000 members back in the mid-20th 
century, before interstate highways 
carved up the neighborhood. “We 
knew our congregation had become 
signifi cantly smaller over the past 20 
years,” said the church’s moderator, 
Judy Schumann, a lifelong member 
of the congregation. “How could we 
continue our ministry and help our 
neighbors when our membership 
and fi nancial resources were not 
what they had been? What was the 
next new thing that God was calling 
us to do?”

Starting in 2014, the church un-
dertook a detailed self-assessment, 
aided by the wider UCC’s 

“New Beginnings” program. “For 
us here at Archwood, the mission 
itself was pretty clear,” Schumann 
said. “We wanted to continue to 
serve our neighborhood in sig-
nifi cant and timely ways. We felt 
called to further develop our ministry 
around issues of food insecurity. 
But what else could we do and how 
could we make use of one of our 
best resources – our huge, historic 
building – a building that was defi -
nitely being underused? 

“It was at that time that we began 
to explore the somewhat radical 

idea of eventually giving the building 
away to an organization that would 
be able to make use of this resource 
and use it to serve the community.”

The church engaged the Metro 
West Community Development Or-
ganization in a study of the property. 
Metro West suggested the church 
connect with the Julia de Burgos 
Cultural Arts Center. In 2018, the 
Center became a tenant in the 
church building. 

“Though it has only been four 
years since we moved into this 
building, it feels as if this has always 
been our home,” said Letitia Lopez, 
executive director of Julia de Burgos 
Cultural Arts Center. “And now we 
are so very grateful to call this beau-
tiful neighborhood gem our forever 
home. From the moment we were 
introduced to this congregation, we 
knew that this was the right place 
and fi t for us. We were welcomed 
in – not as tenants, but as partners 
in this journey that has led us here 
today.”

She said the center’s program-
ming has grown “from two programs 
and two signature events each 
year to over 10 programs, dozens 
of workshops and six signature 
events annually.” A recent addition, 

she said, is “Unidos por el Arte, a 
much-needed artist initiative that 
now has a growing list of over 220 
local Latino artists of all disciplines. 
… What was once the parsonage is 
now a home for our artists, where 
they can showcase their art, create 
in one of four studio spaces and 
develop their teaching skills by 
hosting workshops and talks. Last 
year alone we were able to directly 
support 38 artists in that space.” 
And the former church gym is now 
a dance studio with mirrors and 
ballet barres. 

The church remains active – not 
only with worship at 11 a.m. each 
Sunday, but also with a low-cost 
produce sale in the basement twice 
a month and connections with other 
community organizations. It con-
tributes meals, for example, for the 
varied programs of Denison Avenue 
UCC at West 99th and Denison. 

And, meantime, the Archwood 
UCC congregation is glad for the 
historic building’s new vitality. “We 
have seen Julia de Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center offer a wide variety of 
arts programming to our diverse 
neighborhood and surrounding com-
munities,” Schumann said. “There is 
life in the building once again – not 
just on Sunday mornings.” 

“We have fi lled every bit of this 
building not just with our belongings 
but with lots of laughter, life and 
community,” Julia de Burgos Cul-
tural Arts Center Executive Director 
Letitia Lopez said. “So much has 
been accomplished here, and we 
can’t wait to see what the future 
holds for us.”

JULIA DE BURGOS CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
continued from page onecontinued from page one

“We have fi lled every bit of 
this building not just with our 
belongings but with lots of 
laughter, life and community.”

-- Julia de Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center Executive Director 
Letitia Lopez

Education Forward’s report indicates severe impact of COVID-19 on education in Cleveland
by Chuck Hoven
 At the June 28th business meeting of 
the Cleveland Municipal School District 
Board, Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District Chief Executive Offi cer Eric 
Gordon shared some of the fi ndings 
of a recently completed report by Ed-
ucation Forward titled “The impact of 
COVID-19 on Cleveland’s Education 
Landscape.”
 Gordon said the report, available 
online at www.educationforward.org , 

was a collaborative effort of a coalition 
called Education Forward, whose mem-
bers included the Cleveland Foundation, 
Cleveland Transformation Alliance, 
College Now Greater Cleveland, The 
George Gund Foundation, Higher Ed-
ucation Compact of Greater Cleveland, 
PREFORCLE, Say Yes Cleveland and 
Starting Point.
 The report looks at the impact of the 
pandemic on Early Childhood Educa-
tion (for children, ages 3-5), Pre-K to 

grade 12 education, and post-secondary 
education.

Early Childhood Education
 Gordon said enrollment in high 
quality early childhood education 
programs declined signifi cantly from 
pre-pandemic levels. The reports says 
that in December of 2019, 83% of the 
high-quality early childhood education 
seats were fi lled with students ages 3 
to 5. (4,819 students in 5,779 available 
seats.) 
 By September of 2020, the number of 
students participating in early childhood 
education and the number of available 
seats had both declined with 52% of 
4,659 available seats being fi lled by 
2,431 children.
 In September of 2021, the number of 
children participating in the high-qual-
ity early childhood programs increased 
to 3,728, but this was only 60% of the 
now 6,094 available high-quality early 
childhood education seats.
 The pandemic also resulted in in-

creased expenses for early childhood 
education providers, lost income for 
those programs, increased staff stress, 
increases in staff turnover and increases 
in behavioral issues among children.
 Gordon said the short-term goal 
recommended by Education Forward 
is to return to pre-pandemic levels of 
attendance, staffi ng and resources at 
the early childhood education programs. 
Over the long-term he said the study 
pointed out a need to create a strategy to 
address the needs of children and their 
families from birth to age three.

Pre-K to Grade 12 Education
 CEO Gordon said that the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD) 
had through years of effort increased 
its graduation rate to 80.1% in 2019, 
prior to the advent of the pandemic. 
Gordon expressed concern about how 
the increased number of students that 
are chronically absent from school will 
impact student achievement. He said the 
number of students chronically absent 

nearly doubled during the pandemic.
 Education Forward’s report says prior 
to the pandemic in the 2019-2020 school 
year the percentage of students that 
were chronically absent was 29%. That 
number increased to 54% of students 
being chronically absent in the 2020-21 
school year. In the 2021-22 school year, 
that number dipped to 47% of CMSD 
students listed as chronically absent.
 Gordon also noted enrollment dipped 
during the pandemic with CMSD’s 
enrollment dipping by about 3,000 
students in the 2020-21 school year. 
Gordon said the district gained about 
1,500 students this past school year, 
but enrollment has not returned to the 
pre-pandemic level (37,158 students in 
the 2019-2020 school year).
 Gordon said the pandemic presented 
additional challenges to families with 
school aged children. Those included 
meeting basic needs such as feeding 
children. The pandemic also resulted 
continued on page 7continued on page 7
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                    PHOTO BY ED TISHEL
Thursday, July 14, 2022; Summer Resource Fair at Market Square Park, W. 25th and Lorain Avenue: Cleveland Clinic 
offers literature to those attending the event.

 Aaron Mason, Director of 
Community Engagement, Cleveland 
Public Library, explained the process 
as simple and easy. Residents with 
a court date and time show up at the 
library a few minutes early. A court 
bailiff lets the court know they are 
present and ready. A library staff 
person enters a code into the fully 
automated system. The hearing takes 
place inside a soundproof room and in 
real-time. The court is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 am to 5 pm.
 “The added benefi t of having it here 
is that library staff can assist people 
with children to give them reading 
materials or something to do while 
court takes place,” said Mason.
 Cleveland Eviction Data showed 
that the Detroit Shoreway, Stockyard, 
Cudell, Edgewater neighborhoods, 
and parts of the Clark Fulton and 
West Boulevard neighborhoods, had 
the highest eviction rates in 2021. Not 
surprisingly, it’s the fastest-growing 
real estate market in Cleveland.
 “During the pandemic, over 45% 
of our residents faced eviction,” 
said Jasmin Santana, Ward 14 
Councilwoman, at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. “In the Clark Fulton 
neighborhood, 45% of families are 
impoverished. They have limited or 
no access to the internet. It is a game 
changer.”
 Councilwoman Santana said the 
kiosk meets residents where they 
are. In choosing the Clark Fulton 
neighborhood as the fi rst pilot program, 
residents faced with an eviction will 
have access to the court system in a 
way that was not possible before.
 The lack of affordable housing in 
Tremont and Ohio City, Clark-Fulton, 

and Stockyards neighborhoods only 
adds to the eviction problem. New 
construction projects like The Dexter, 
Market Square, Church + State, and 
Tinnerman Lofts have added over 600 
market-rate and luxury apartments. 
The second phase of the Market Square 
development project along West 25th 
Street near the intersection of Chatham 
and Gehring avenues could go as high 
as 18 stories adding hundreds more 
expensive apartments.
 The Urban Institute, a nonprofi t 
research organization that provides 
data and evidence to help advance 
upward mobility and equity, suggests 
building more affordable housing to 
supply the current demand. With only 
35 affordable and available rental 
homes for every 100 low–income 
renter households, more affordable 
housing options reduce the risk of 
being evicted. Policymakers need to 
evaluate the eviction process to ensure 
housing policies are inclusive and 
effective, according to the Institute. 
Eviction should never force renters 
into homelessness.
 Evictions happen when a tenant 
does not pay rent or for a lease 
violation which could include using, 
selling, or manufacturing illegal drugs 
at the rental unit, damaging property, 
or causing a disturbance. Landlords 
cannot cut off the electric, water, 
heat, or change the locks to prevent 
the tenant from entering the property. 
Vandalizing or destroying property 
belonging to a tenant is illegal.
 In Ohio, a landlord must fi le an 
eviction action before getting a 
judgment from the court.

 An eviction fi ling is a public record. 
It can affect credit reports and make it 
hard to rent in the future. Once served 
an eviction notice, the Cleveland 
Housing Court schedules a hearing 
and sends a summons with the date, 
time, and location. Tenants can hire 

a lawyer and fi ght the eviction. The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland, the 
fi fth oldest legal aid organization in the 
United States, offers free legal advice 
to eligible low-income individuals 
in court and administrative hearings. 
(https://lasclev.org)
 Melanie Shakarian, Attorney 
and Director of Development 
& Communications, The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland, said in 
Cleveland, there is a right to counsel 
for people facing eviction who have 
children in the home. Access to the 
physical court is essential for tenants 
to plead their case.
 “People cannot feel empowered if 
denied access to the court procedures,” 
said Shakarian. “We offer free legal 
advice clinics at the Cleveland Public 
Libraries where live, in-person 
attorneys answer questions. It is free 
legal advice in partnership with the 
library.” 
 The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
represented over 20,000 people last 
year, by her estimates, helping them 
to navigate housing instabilities and 
evictions.

 If you think you qualify for help, 
contact The Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland at 216-861-5835. You can 
also apply through the 2-1-1 chat box/
phone number. After a quick screening, 
a lawyer will be in contact with you to 
gather more information and explain 
the next steps.
 A national moratorium on evictions 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) protected 
people from losing their homes. The 
moratorium expired in July 2021, 
followed by the Supreme Court’s ruling 
that eliminated eviction protections 

that had kept millions of households 
stable.
 For many tenants with an eviction 
hearing, appearing in front of a housing 
court judge can be diffi cult. Cleveland 
Housing Court is in the Justice Center 
Complex at 1200 Ontario Street. 
Public transportation takes time to 
get there. Off-street parking near the 
Justice Center is available but can be 
expensive. The length of the court trial 
depends on the complexity of the case.
 “Libraries are about whatever 
the community needs,” said Felton 
Thomas, Jr., Executive Director, CEO, 
Cleveland Public Library. “If we can 
help stop one eviction, we’ve done our 
job.”

CLEVELAND HOUSING COURT KIOSKCLEVELAND HOUSING COURT KIOSK
continued from page onecontinued from page one

names to eliminate names whose name-
sakes held racist views or participated 
in the ownership of slaves.
 According to Wikipedia, Thomas 

Jefferson, the principal author of the 
Declaration of Independence, was an 
owner of slaves. It is estimated that he 
owned over 600 slaves during his life-
time. Jefferson fathered children with 
a slave named Sally Hemings. He also 
was involved in initiating the policy of 

Indian tribal removal from territories 
newly acquired by the United States.
 According to a University of Cali-
fornia Museum of Paleontology article 
on Louis Agassiz, Agassiz held racist 
attitudes and held the belief that non-
white humans were inferior to whites.

SCHOOLS RENAMEDSCHOOLS RENAMED
continued from page 3continued from page 3

in increased mental health challenges, 
he said.
 The report noted that prior to the 
pandemic, 40% of Cleveland families 
lacked reliable access to high-speed in-
ternet services at home. It said that 68% 
of Cleveland families had no device 
with which to connect to the internet 
other than a smart phone. CEO Gordon 
described the digital divide experienced 
by Cleveland students. He said 6,000 
homes of students are permanently 
connected to internet infrastructure. 
12,000 homes have been equipped with 
hotspots. Still, he said there are thou-
sands of homes that are not connected 
to any internet infrastructure where even 
hotspots will not work.
 Gordon said in the short term, the 
goal of CMSD is to “get kids back in 
school.” He said that means returning 
Pre-K to Grade 12 schools to pre-pan-
demic levels, dealing with supply chain 
and staffing issues and using funds 
dedicated to addressing concerns of 
students related to mental health and 
social isolation. 
 In the long term, Gordon said the 
report calls for “building back better 
– designing something better.” This 
means addressing the issue of digital 
equity and securing equitable funding, 
particularly a fair funding level in the 
State of Ohio budget.

Post-secondary education
 The report noted that prior to the 
pandemic in 2019, more Cleveland 
students were graduating from high 
school (80.1%), postsecondary enroll-
ment had increased from 45% in 2016 

to 49% in 2019, and fewer students 
needed remediation in English and Math 
when attending college (37% in 2019, 
compared to 76% in 2011).
 The report says remote learning and 
college advising due to the pandemic 
has resulted in fewer CMSD students 
fi lling out fi nancial aid applications for 
college (down from 54% in 2019 to 41% 
in 2021). 
 Gordon says there is also concern 
about students getting the fi nancial and 
non-fi nancial support system they need 
to stay in and complete postsecondary 
education programs. He said while Say 
Yes To Education pays for student tui-

tion, other costs such as room and board 
need to be made affordable for students.
 The year one to year two retention 
rate for CMSD graduates attending 
four-year institutions declined from 
71% for the classes of 2018 and 2019 
to 64% for the class of 2020. One bright 
spot indicated in the report was an in-
crease in the ability of students to persist 
in attending two-year institutions. The 
report says, “at Cuyahoga Community 
College, our two-year institution, the 
increase in persistence (from 47% for 
class of 2018, 43% for class of 2019 to 
48% for the class of 2020) can partially 
be attributed to the dedicated intensive 
coaching through the Tri-C Say Yes 
Scholarship Program.”

EDUCATION FORWARD’S REPORTEDUCATION FORWARD’S REPORT
continued from page 6continued from page 6
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C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

SUPPORT 
SERVICES/

SCHOLARSHIPS

FREE college and trade school tuition 
scholarships for four-year CMSD grads! 
Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

Enroll Now!

ChooseCMSD.org 

• More joy and adventure under our new Vision for Learning

• Say Yes Cleveland now providing mental health, housing and other support 
services in all schools. 

• PowerSchool, an easy-to-use online platform for parents to access student 
records, submit consent forms and communicate with teachers

• Tech Fest, featuring CMSD technology and services. Aug. 13 and 20. 
More at ClevelandMetroSchools.org.

• Wi-Fi on yellow buses, so students can stay connected to school and back

• Interactive Clevertouch screens in more classrooms

NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
IN THE


