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SCREEN SHOT BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Monday, September 12, 2022; Public Comment, 
Cleveland City Council Meeting, Cleveland City Hall, 601 
Lakeside Avenue: Matthew Ahn, a spokesperson for the 
Guardians for Fair Work, says legislation introduced at 
Cleveland City Council to address wage theft falls short 
of expectations. (see related story on page 5)

     PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, September 10, 2022; Variety Theater, W. 118th & Lorain 
Avenue: Westown Executive Director Rose Zitello says the Variety 
Theater has new ownership. The new owner, Kelly Flamos, former co-
owner of Mahall’s in Lakewood, is working on the restoration of the 
entire building with hopes of opening the theater as a performing arts 
venue, and a community events and private events venue in late 2024.

PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, September 9, 2022; The Big Reveal, Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, 
9801 Walford: This crew from Cleveland State University made use 
of the Center for Human Machine Systems Lab at CSU, tapped into 
the Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network (MAGNET) for 
fabricated parts, and the Spinal Cord Injury Volunteer Corps to equip 
Ray Petro’s electric four-wheel mountain bike with accessible power 
steering mechanism. Ray Petro, owner of Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, 
was injured in a mountain bike accident at a Cleveland Metroparks 
location in Strongsville, which led to his need for a four-wheel mountain 
bike with power steering. The CSU team: (L-R) Doctoral Student 
Skye Carlson (President of the Spinal Cord Injury Volunteer Corps), 
Kyra Stovicek (B.S. Mechanical Engineering 2022), Steven Wilson 
(B.S. Mechanical Engineering 2022), and Tyler Tokarcik, Equipment 
Mechanic Apprentice.

       PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DEL PAPA FAMILY
Thursday, September 15, 2022; Cleveland Senior Day, Cleveland Public Hall, 500 Lakeside Avenue: Ohio 
City resident Bea Del Papa is honored as Ward 3 Senior of the Year.  (L-R) Tim Del Papa, Bea Del Papa, 
Chuck Del Papa, and Ward 3 City Council Representative Kerry McCormack.

New owner of the Variety Theater shares her vision for its future
by Chuck Hoven

The new owner of the Variety Theater, 
Kelly Flamos, would like for the theater 
to once again be an anchor for the 
neighborhood and a place that brings 
people together to enjoy the arts. Flamos 
sees the building, at 11815 Lorain 
Avenue in the Westown neighborhood, 
as someday hosting live performing arts, 
community events and private events. 
Flamos hopes to see the performing 

arts in the building include live music, 
theater, dance, and the spoken word. If 
all goes according to plans, the restored 
theater building should be completed by 
the end of 2024, she said.

Flamos, originally from Canton, 
Ohio, came to Cleveland for graduate 
school at Case Western Reserve 
University. Her interest in restoring 
historic buildings and creating a space 
for people to meet face to face to enjoy 

music and the arts, led her to partner in 
the purchase of Mahall’s, a live music 
and event space, billiard hall, bowling 
alley, and bar in Lakewood.

 After participating in the successful 
operation of Mahall’s, Flamos recently 
sold her share of Mahall’s and used the 
proceeds from the sale to purchase the 
Variety Theater from the Friends of 
the Historic Variety Theatre. She paid 
$450,000 for the building. 

Flamos says she has an interest in 
preserving historic buildings. She said 
after touring the building, she notifi ed 
Friends of the Historic Variety Theatre 
that she was interested in purchasing it 
in December of last year. The sale was 
fi nalized at the end of April of 2022.

The Friends of the Historic Variety 
Theatre purchased the building in 2009. 
The price tag then was over a million 
dollars.

Flamos says she believes that Friends 
of the Historic Variety Theatre accepted 
her offer because of her experience in 
running a live music and event space 
as well as her vision for the restoration 
of the building matching the goals of 
the group.

Flamos says Friends of the Historic 
Variety Theatre were instrumental in 
getting the theater’s marque restored, 
getting the streetscape redesigned 
on Lorain Avenue and having the 
Variety Theater designated as a historic 
landmark. That designation makes the 
building eligible for historic tax credits 
that are an important source of funding 
continued on page 4continued on page 4

Ray Petro, owner of Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, hosts “The Great Reveal”
by Chuck Hoven

Ray Petro, owner of the world’s fi rst 
indoor bike park on Walford Avenue 
in the West Boulevard neighborhood, 
threw a party on September 9th. Those on 
the large guest list received invitations 

to “The Big Reveal” and were promised 
live music from the band Vanity Crush, 
a complimentary food truck, and 
complimentary adult beverages.

The party was held outside the front 
entrance to Ray’s Indoor Bike Park 

located in the large former Industrial 
Rayon Corporation plant at 9801 
Walford Avenue.  The front entrance to 
Ray’s Indoor Bike Park is by the water 

continued on page 8continued on page 8

Tremont residents should examine how to 
maintain a diverse & inclusive neighborhood
by Chuck Hoven

Tremont residents should be 
encouraged to part ic ipate in 
Ideastream’s  Justin Glanvil le 
My Changing Neighborhood 
discussions where there is an 
examination of how to maintain 
a diverse neighborhood when 
gentrifi cation is occurring. 

The Tremont neighborhood 
could use some discussion of how 
people with different views, different 
standards and different lifestyles can 
co-exist in a neighborhood.

COMMENTARY
Currently, in Tremont, there 

seems to be a divide on how to 
interact with neighbors who might 
not conform, for whatever reason, 

to the expectations and norms of 
other residents. Residents, who 
are critical of those nonconformist 
residents, seem to have a great deal 
of infl uence in the local development 
corporation, in City of Cleveland’s 
government, and at the Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor’s offi ce.

The artistic free spirits, for which 
Tremont was once known, have 
found over the past few decades 
that some of the newer residents will 
not tolerate outdoor art sculptures 
and gardens of native plants. Others 
in the community remember a time 
when community organizers and 
artists came to Tremont for joyful 

continued on page 6continued on page 6
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, September 9, 2022; The Big Reveal, Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, 9801 Walford: The band, Vanity Crash, 
entertains the crowd at The Big Reveal.

ABUSE
REPORT ELDER ABUSE t o 
Cuyahoga County Adult Protective 
Services by calling 216-420-6700 or 
go online to: dsas.cuyahogacounty.us. 
Elder Abuse is defi ned as intentional or 
neglectful acts by a caregiver or trusted 
individual that may lead to the harm of 
an older adult age 60 or older. It includes 
Physical, Emotional, or Sexual Abuse; 
Neglect; Self-neglect; and Financial 
Exploitation.

ARTS
FREE ART EVENT: Art House 
6th Annual Artist Inventory Challenge, 
October 1, 7- 10 PM.  Come experience

the creative process unfold as invited 
artists’ work. The event includes re-
freshments, trivia games, and more! Art 
House, Inc., 3119 Denison Ave.
FAMILY AUTUMN ARTS FESTI-
VAL: Immanuel Arts and Music pres-
ents its Family Autumn Arts Festival 
on Sunday, October 9th from 3-6 p.m. 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 2928 
Scranton Road. Celebrating local music 
and arts: featuring an organ concert, arts 
showcase and live music. Free admis-
sion. Free food and refreshments for 
the whole family. Enjoy locally sourced 
beer and wine.
FREE CONCERTS: Trinity Lutheran 

has “Music Near The Market “ every 
Wednesday from 12:15-12:45 featuring 
a Beckerath Pipe Organ from Hamburg 
Germany. It has 4 keyboards and 3,467 
pipes arranged in 65 ranks.  This is a 
one-of-a-kind instrument and can be 
heard every week during this FREE 
concert. October 5th/12th Florence 
Mustric plays “A handful of Bach 
Fugues”. October 19th/26th Bob Myers 
plays “Into the Barogue”. November 
2nd Florence Mustric plays “D as in 
Dazzle. November 9th Special Guest, 
Meliswsa Brassard from Oberlin Col-
lege Conservatory of Music. November 
16th/22nd Bob Myers plays “Music for 
Thanksgiving”. Refreshments served 
after each performance.
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ARTS’ 
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER, lo-
cated in the Pivot Center for the Arts at 
2937 W. 25th Street, offers free drop-in 
art making and gallery exploration on 
Fridays from 2-7 p.m. and Saturdays 
and Sundays from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Free 
parking on Castle Avenue. For more 
information call 216-707-2483.
78th STREET STUDIOS: 1300 W. 
78TH Street: Open house every Friday 
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
R O C K  &  R O L L H A L L O F 
FAME:1100 Rock & Roll Blvd. offers 
free admission to the Museum for resi-

dents currently living inside the City of 
Cleveland limits courtesy of a gift from 
the Key Bank Foundation. Proof of resi-
dency is required. For more information 
call 216-781-7625.

COMMUNITY
METROHEALTH COMMUNITY 
DAY will be held in the new park in 
front of the Metro Health Glick Center 
on Saturday, 2500 MetroHealth Drive, 
October 8, from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Meet 
players from the Cleveland Crunch in-
door soccer team; enjoy music, games 
and dance performances; create art with 
Studio Go, The Cleveland Museum of 
Art mobile art studio; meet Hope, the 
MetroHealth Police dog; get moving 
with Recess Cleveland; meet DJs from 
Z107.9 and 93.1 FM; and learn about 
animals with Naturetracks, the Cleve-
land Metroparks mobile nature center.

CONSUMER
SCAM ALERT: Cleveland Clerk of 
Courts Earle B. Turner urges residents 
to watch out for scams that come by 
phone, text or email. He says, “They 
come with all kinds of offers that can 
look or sound legitimate. You should 
get suspicious when someone contacts 
you, and tries to get either credit card 
information or your social security 
number. Don’t give it to them! Hang 
up or log off the website and try to 
call the number back. Usually there 
will not be a legitimate business on the 
other end.” You can report scams to 
the Federal Trade commission phone 
hotline at 1-877-382-4357. You can fi nd 
scams that have already been reported 
in Ohio by visiting the Federal Trade 
Commission’s fraud website: FTC.
GOV/EXPLOREDATA.

CRAFTS
SEW YOURSELF SUSTAINABLE 
REPAIR CLINIC with Cosmic Bob-
bins. Hosted by the Cleveland Public 
Library. Saturdays October 8 and Oc-
tober 15 at Michael Zone Recreation 
Center, 6301 Lorain Avenue. Call 216-
623-7068 to register.

EDUCATION
SAY YES TO EDUCATION CLEVE-
LAND FAMILY SUPPORT SPE-
CIALISTS are located at your child’s 
school and available to help families 
of Cleveland children in each Say Yes 
Cleveland School. Some of the services 
and programs that your Say Yes Cleve-
land Family Support Specialist can help 
connect students and families to include 
Free mental health services; Say Yes 
Cleveland’s free legal services; Free 
food assistance; Accessing technology 
that students need to work remotely; 
Accessing medical, dental, and vision 
assistance, Assistance with clothing 
or other home needs. While Family 
Support Specialists have their offi ces 
in school buildings and work closely 
with school leaders and staff, they are 
employed by Say Yes Cleveland, so 
they are an independent resource for 
your family. If you don’t know your 
Family Support Specialist, you can fi nd 
the full list with contact information at: 
www.SayYesCleveland.org/FamilySup-
portSpecialist/.

EMPLOYMENT
ARE YOU A JOB SEEKER WHO 
HAS A DISABILITY: The Cleveland 
Sight Center (CSC) can help. While 
CSC specializes in working with 
consumers who are blind or who have 
low vision, the Employment Services 
Department of CSC also has extensive 
experience working with consumers 
who have any work-limiting disability. 
Contact CSC at 216-658-4685 or info@
clevelandsightcenter.org.

ENVIRONMENT
PEOPLE FOR TREES: Did you know 
that planting a tree is one of the most 
powerful things you can do to combat 
climate change right here in Northeast 
Ohio? Holden Forests & Gardens’ 
People for Trees initiative aims to have 
15,000 trees planted and cared for by 
2025. We need everyone to consider 
planting a tree! It starts with a pledge 
by visiting https://holdenfg.org/make-
an-impact/people-for-trees/. Already 
more than 1,000 people have pledged 
to plant more than 4,000 trees. To learn 
more, visit holdenfg.org.

FOOD
FOOD PANTRY & COMMUNITY 
MEAL: Saturday October 15th from 
9:00-12:00 noon, Trinity Lutheran 
Church’s Food Pantry, 2031 W. 30th, 
will be open to residents in the area.  
Our Free Clothing room will also be 
available during these hours.  These pro-
grams will be in the Community Center 
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           PHOTO BY BETTY SPRINGER
Sunday, August 28, 2022; ONE LOVE, Senior Appreciation Project’s 
Enchanted Evening with Joy, A Place for Us, W. 117th and Madison 
Avenue: Joy is ready to provide an evening of entertainment. She 
brought joy to senior citizens attending the event singing a wide variety 
of songs and engaging those in attendance to sing some popular 
tunes along with her.

by Betty Springer
ONE LOVE, a senior appreciation 

project, hosted An Enchanted 
Evening with Joy on August 28th

at A Place for Us on Madison 
Avenue at W. 117th. The senior 

appreciation project was designed to 
bring together able-bodied seniors, 
seniors with disabilities and seniors 
with alternative lifestyles so they 
can get to know one another and 
collaborate with the community 

anchors for the express purpose 
of strengthening the neighborhood.

Jaye Bailey, one of the founders 
of ONE LOVE said, “I take meds 
daily, but music is medicine for my 
mind and soul.”

Joy (who by the way is a senior) 
opened the show sashaying down 
the aisle dressed impeccably in a 
black satin dress with silver glitter 
twinkling from shoulder to ankle with 
a split to the thigh and a matching 
hat that set it off.

Her theme, One Love, set the 
mood for the evening as she sang 
jazz classics that brought back 
memories of the crooner era of Frank 
Sinatra, Nat King Cole and female 
greats such as Ella Fitzgerald and 
Sarah Vaughn, all her mentors. She 
also graced us with a bit of Country 
and Western singing “Don’t It Make 
My Brown Eyes Blue” popularized 
by Crystal Gale, another one of 
Joy’s favorite artists.

The audience sang along with her 
on “My Girl” and “Falling in Love.”

Music brings back the feeling of 
life when nothing else can. Karen 
Crocheron, a community activist, 
said. “It was a pleasant evening 
listening to the melodious sounds 
of Joy. As she went from one tune 
to another, it was reminiscent of 
swinging with Sarah Vaughn or 
Natalie Cole. It was a lovely was to 
spend a Sunday evening.”

The senior appreciation project, ONE LOVE, brings senior 
citizens together to strengthen sense of community

To the editor:
Dear Dr. Melanie Golembiewsky,

T h a n k  y o u ,  D r.  M e l a n i e 
Golembiewski for the professionalism 
in which you work. You listen to your 
clients. You always put their need 
fi rst, to ensure they live another day 
healthy and vibrant.

I’m grateful to have someone 
like you to help us get through this 
Pandemic. It takes people like you 
to make the world a better place.

Thank you for caring for all my 
grandchildren. They think the world 
of you. You made them comfortable 
and fearless when it comes to 
seeing the doctor.

There is someone’s face upon 
which there would be no smile of 
joy unless you put it there.

Cheers to you my doctor, I 
celebrate the way you do your job. 
If it was up to me, I would give you 
the award of being the best doctor. 
Thank you for all you do.

I want to leave you with:
Hope is an awakening dream. 

Hope should forever tell us that 
tomorrow will be better. With hope 
as our beacon light, there is no room 
to complain.

As long as the doctor, nurse, 
and the therapist care, somebody 
somewhere will survive.

Dear Nurse – Yatsana,
Nurses like you are truly hands 

of God. I am honored and pleased 
to face a nurse like you. You care, 
serve and help. When I call and 
leave a message for the doctor, you 
call me back. I appreciate that. I just 
want you to know it’s the small things 
that mean a lot. You give a kind word 
and listen with concern. You’re a 
part of my health team that makes 
a difference.

Thought for today:
Every day you have a decision to 

make: Give up, give in, or give it your 
all. As I always say: “I’m just gonna 
keep it moving.” When the World 
says … “Give up.” Hope whispers 
… “Try it one more time.”

Dear Therapist –
Lauren McGowan,
I want to express my deepest 

gratitude for the dedicated work you 
do day after day. I appreciate what 
you did for me.

Before coming to you I kept 
everything to myself -- my thoughts, 
feelings, and concerns. You listen 
when I have a problem. You catch 
me when I am about to fall. You 
taught me not to compare myself 
to other people’s lives, for I had no 
idea what their journey was about.

You taught me to be proud of who 

I am and not to be ashamed of how 
others see me. You taught me that 
not everyone will understand my 
journey, and that I should just be 
myself. I was a true introvert. Now, 
I’m well on my way to being alright 
with dealing with life on life’s terms.

This brings me to some of my 
thoughts and a saying that I would 
like to share:

On this Road called Life you have 
to take the good with the bad.

Love what you got and remember 
what you had.

Most people try to make everyone 
happy, but they realize they were 
forgetting someone – themselves.

My family and I are very thankful 
for the health care at West 117th

Neighborhood Family Practice. 
Every cloud has a silver lining, and 
the silver lining is Neighborhood 
Family Practice, 11709 Lorain 
Avenue.

Cee Cunningham

Reader thanks staff of Neighborhood Family Practice

by Tonya Sams
Survivors of domestic violence may 

need to take extra precautions after 
leaving their abuser. 

Filing a civil protection order (CPO) 
is one way that you can protect yourself. 
A CPO can be fi led with the Domestic 
Relations Court or Common Pleas 
Court. You can do this on your own 
(called pro se) or with the help of an 
attorney. 

When the CPO petition is fi led by the 
victim of abuse (petitioner), the court 
will hold a hearing the same day. This 
fi rst hearing is called an “ex parte,” and 
during this time you will discuss the 
most recent incidents of abuse. Only 
the petitioner takes part in this hearing; 
the abuser is not there. The court then 
determines if the request for a CPO will 
be granted. 

After the first hearing, another 
hearing will be scheduled within seven 
to ten court days. This hearing is called 
a “full hearing”. The abuser will be 
notified by the court to attend the 
hearing. 

The petitioner (you) must bring 
all related documentation such as 
police reports and medical records 
documenting treatment related to the 
abuse. You should also bring copies of 
records of previous domestic violence 
or violent crime convictions that involve 
the abuser. Any witnesses to the abuse 
should also come to the hearing.

If the abuser opposes the CPO or fails 
to appear for the full hearing, the court 
will listen to the testimony of those who 
are present and then determine if a CPO 
should be granted for a period of up to 
fi ve years. 

If the CPO is granted, you may (and 
should!) request several certifi ed copies 
of the CPO from the Clerk of Courts 
free of charge. It is recommended that 
you carry a copy of this order with you 
at all times.

If your abuser violates the order, 
fi nd a safe place to go and then call the 
police. Be sure to show the police a 
certifi ed copy of the CPO. Also, be sure 
to notify a victim advocate or attorney. 

Violating a CPO could result in court 
supervision, community service, jail 
time, probation, or counseling. When a 
CPO is granted, the abuser could lose 
visitation rights to see their children and 
may have to pay support to the victim 
and children. If a vehicle is involved, 
they may be ordered to give it to the 
victim to use. They may also be ordered 
to attend counselling for substance 
abuse, anger management or batterer’s 
counseling. If they still reside in the 
same home as the victim, they can be 
ordered to leave the residence. 

More information is available in 
Legal Aid’s “Domestic Violence” 
brochure. The brochure is available at: 
Domestic Violence – Legal Aid Society 
of Cleveland (lasclev.org)

If you are a victim or domestic 
violence, Legal Aid may be able to 
help. A Legal Aid attorney can help 
people file civil protection orders 
against their abusers as well as direct 
them to community resources to help 
them escape those abusive relationships. 
Call 888-817-3777 or visit lasclev.org/
contact for more information.

Tonya Sams is the Development 
& Communications Assistant at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

Civil protection orders can help keep 
domestic violence survivors safe

Join us Thursday, October 6th from 
7-8:30 pm, for a Candidates Forum 
on Health, Human Services & Critical 
Needs, featuring County Executive 
candidates Chris Ronayne and Lee 
Weingart.  

With a new County administration 
comes the opportunity for major changes 
in how we invest in our community, and 
especially in how we deliver assistance 
and support to those who are struggling 
with economic neglect or special needs. 

We are utilizing this forum to discuss 
the plans the two County Executive 
candidates have for addressing the 
needs of Cuyahoga’s most vulnerable 
populations. 

The event will be offered both virtual 
via Zoom and in person at Lutheran 

Metropolitan Ministry (4515 Superior 
Ave).

You can register for the forum online 
at bit.ly/cuyahhsdebate2022.  

Members of the community are 

Candidates’ Forum on Health, Human Services & Critical Needs

continued on page  4continued on page  4
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              PHOTO BY LISA Laureano, EL SOL MULTIMEDIA GROUP 
Friday, September 16, 2022; Guardians Latino Heritage Night at Progressive Field: Former Guardian 
Players Candy Maldonado (L), Carlos Baerga (M) and current Guardian Coach Sandy Alomar (R) 
receiving trophies and induction awards into the National Hispanic Heritage Baseball Hall of Fame located 
in San Francisco, California at home plate during Latino Heritage Night at Progressive Field.

by Erik Ault
Fall offi cially starts on September 

22nd this year, which is also known 
as the autumnal equinox. The 
turning of the seasons brings many 
changes: the foliage will change 
color, and many trees will produce 
seeds of great variety. You may 
know well the acorns of the oak trees 
or the “helicopters” of the maple 
trees. But you may have also seen 
various seed pods and not known 
which trees propagate in such an 
unusual way. Though there are 
many examples in our area, here 
are three worth noting:

Black locust tree
(robinia pseudoacacia)

The black locust t ree is a 
hardwood native to the eastern 
United States. It closely resembles 
another pod producing tree called 
the honey locust, but a discernible 
difference is that the honey locust 
has long thorns on its trunk whereas 
the black locust does not. The 
black locust will produce long, 
flat seedpods. It is well liked by 
hummingbirds and bees which use it 
to produce Acadia honey. But unlike 
the honey locust, the black locust 
seeds are toxic. Its hardwood was 
prized by the Jamestown colonists 
for timber and by the natives for 
bows. Notwithstanding its many 
uses, it is considered an invasive 
species due to its fast growth and 
voluminous pod production. It is 
even illegal to sell this plant in 
Massachusetts. Nonetheless, we 
are within its natural habitat, and one 
can be seen in the back of Monroe 
Street cemetery.

American sweetgum tree 
(liquidambar styracifl ua)

You may have seen spiky brown 
balls along the sidewalk. These 
are the products of the American 
sweetgum tree, which is native to 
the southeastern United States 

and parts of Central America. It 
was named this by the famous 
Swedish naturalist Carl Linneaus 
due to its sweet-smelling gum -- 
the “liquid amber.” It will produce 
its spiky balls in the fall which will 
remain on the tree throughout 
winter. Despite this, the number of 
balls each tree yields can present 
an irritation to pedestrians. Squirrels 
and some birds do enjoy eating the 
seeds within the balls but will leave 
the empty pods behind. For this 
nuisance though, homeowners can 
enjoy a beautiful assortment of fall 
colors for many years.

K e n t u c k y  c o f f e e  t r e e 
(gymnocladus dioicus)

Standing on the southwest 
corner of Brevier and W. 18th is a 
lone Kentucky coffee tree. They 
are native to this region and are 
sometimes planted as ornamental 
trees, but they are rare in the wild. 
The specimen on Brevier may be the 
only one in the area. They produce 
a wide, tough pod whose seeds 
can be roasted as a substitute for 
coffee beans. The pod and seeds 
are poisonous unless suffi ciently 
roasted. The roughness and toxicity 
of its seed pod contribute to its 
scarcity. It is conjectured that the 
pods were eaten, and seeds spread, 
by now extinct large mammals 
which could chew and digest the 
pod unharmed. With the absence 
of these animals, it is diffi cult for the 
plant to disperse its seeds by natural 
means. However, because it faces 
so few pests and disease, it is not 
considered a threatened species.

Trees reproduce in many ways, 
and when fall arrives, there will be 
much to observe. These trees have 
weathered many changes brought 
on by human settlement and the 
cycle of the seasons. And with our 
knowledge and appreciation, they 
will remain here as natural anchors 
for many generations to come.

Invasion of the pod plants

encouraged to submit questions at 
registration and/or in person at the 
event.

The forum is sponsored by a coalition 
of Health, Human Services & Critical 
Needs organizations including, Northern 
Ohioans for Budget Legislation 
Equa l i ty  (NOBLE) ,  Cuyahoga 
County Progressive Caucus (CCPC), 
LGBT Community Center, Linking 
Employment, Abilities and Potential 
(LEAP), Organize Ohio, End Poverty 
Now (EPN), Lutheran Metropolitan 
Ministry (LMM), Northeast Ohio Black 
Health Coalition, Cleveland Jobs with 
Justice, Ohio Poor Peoples Campaign 
and Cuyahoga County Jail Coalition.  

For more information, please contact 
NOBLE’s organizer Brittney Madison 
at bmadison@organizeohio.org or 
330.571.3333.

CANDIDATES’ FORUMCANDIDATES’ FORUM
continued from page 3continued from page 3

to help complete the restoration of the 
building.

Westown Community Development 
Corporation Executive Director Rose 
Zitiello stressed the importance of City 
of Cleveland creating a 95-space green 
infrastructure parking lot across the 
street from the Variety Theater as part 
of the City’s streetscape redesign plan. 
Zitiello said the public parking made it 
possible for the Friends of the Historic 
Variety Theatre to sell the building as 
an entertainment venue.

A Top Hat steel sculpture, which 
Zitiello says was “designed, fabricated, 
and installed by artist Steve Manka” sits 
across from the Variety Theater next 
to the parking lot, ready to be a part 
of welcoming future guests coming to 
enjoy some entertainment in the theater 
building.

Flamos says that the once 1,900 
seat Variety Theater would be able to 
accommodate live music venues that 
may attract a crowd too large for the 
Beachland Ball Room or the Grog Shop. 
Acccording to Flamos, when the Variety 
Theater is completed, the owners of the 
Beachland and the Grog Shop would 
have a locally owned venue they could 
choose to rent for those larger acts. 
Currently the large spaces in town for 
those size venues – such as the House 
of Blues and the Agora -- are owned by 
large corporations, she said.

Asked if the 95-car parking lot would 
be sufficient for such large crowds, 
Flamos said many people going out for 
entertainment now use Uber or Lyft. 
She said she would encourage the use 
of alternative transportation to those 
attending live events when a large 
crowd is expected.

Flamos says her immediate attention 
will be focused on the restoration of the 
building which takes up an entire block 
on Lorain Avenue. She is applying for 
federal and state historic tax credits to 
help with the fi nancing of the project. 
Flamos said she has consulted with the 
HP Group for help with the Federal and 
State tax credit applications. She hopes 
to learn by the end of this year if the 
tax credits for the project are approved.

In addition to the federal and state tax 
credits, Flamos says Cuyahoga County 
has designated $2.5 million to help with 

the restoration of the building. She also 
hopes to meet with City of Cleveland 
offi cials to discuss fi nancing from the 
City’s Vacant Properties Initiative.

Flamos says she has also tapped 
the expertise of MCM, a development 
consultant.

In addition to the theater, the building 
has 13 apartments and eight storefronts. 
Flamos says the 13 apartments will 
be renovated to rent out as studio 
apartments. Plans call for the eight 
storefronts to be made ready for 
businesses or nonprofi t organizations 
to come in and fi nish building them out 
to meet their needs.

Flamos says there is some water 
damage in some of the storefronts that 
needs immediate attention. Vandals 
have also recently broken into the 
building, causing some damage.

She said some of the storefronts are 
very small, so she believes businesses 
or nonprofi t organizations may want 
to combine two storefronts into one. 

VARIETY THEATERVARIETY THEATER
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She anticipates that maybe a total of 
fi ve organizations or businesses will 
be eventually housed in the eight 
storefronts. Flamos says she hopes at 
least one restaurant will choose to be a 
tenant. She also would like to see arts 
organizations become tenants, creating 
an arts community like the Pivot Center 
for the Arts has done on W. 25th Street.

Those interested in learning more 
about the history of the efforts to 
save the Variety Theater can visit 
the Facebook page of Friends of the 
Historic Variety Theatre. 

Flamos also has a social media 
p r e s e n c e  w h e r e  s h e  w i l l  b e 
documenting the continuation of the 
historic preservation of this historic 
landmark building. She says that her 
Instagram (www.instagram.com@
varietytheatercle) and Facebook 
presence will also serve as a place 
where people with interest in learning 
more about the restoration of the Variety 
Theater can contact her. 

Ohio Department of Insurance direc-
tor Judith L. French and Medicare ex-
perts from the department’s Ohio Senior 
Health Insurance Information Program 
are hosting a free, virtual town hall on 
Oct. 4 at 11:30 a.m. to help Ohioans on 
Medicare understand Medicare changes 
for 2023, how to compare options and 
select coverage, ways to save money, 
and protect against fraud. Medicare 
open enrollment runs from Oct. 15 to 
Dec. 7.

O h i o  S e n i o r  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  I n -
formation Program to host a virtual town 
hall on October 4th to prepare Ohioans
for upcoming Medicare open enrollment

 The Ohio Senior Health Insurance 
Information Program (OSHIIP) is the 
state’s offi cial Medicare educational, 
plan comparison, and enrollment assis-
tance program. Visit the department’s 
website, insurance.ohio.gov, to register 
for the town hall.
 For those who can’t participate, a 
listing is available on the department’s 
website of OSHIIP’s statewide vir-
tual and on-site Medicare Checkup 
events held through open enrollment and 
a calendar to schedule individualized 
virtual Medicare counseling. OSHIIP’s 
Medicare experts are also available at 
800-686-1578 and oshiipmail@insur-
ance.ohio.gov.

 At its September 26th meeting, 
Cleveland City Council passed a 
resolution to establish a working 
committee of Council, the Adminis-
tration, and community stakehold-
ers to study Community Benefi ts 

Agreement policies and ordinances, 
and consider implementing a City 
policy and ordinance to ensure that 
development projects provide max-
imized, tangible benefi ts to Cleve-

Cleveland City Council passes resolution to study Community Benefi ts for City supported projects

 At its September 26th meeting, 
Cleveland City Council passed leg-
islation enacting new Section 337.19 
to regulate parking recreational vehi-
cles in City residential districts.  The 
legislation addresses problems of 
jamming large recreational vehicles 
on tiny lots or in between properties; 

living in recreational vehicles on 
foreclosed properties; and tapping 
into electrical lines for free electricity.  
The new section puts certain re-
quirements on parking recreational 
vehicles including to be stored in a 
closed garage except a person may 
park one recreational vehicle in the 

Cleveland City Council passes legislation to regulate recreational vehicles in residential neighborhoods

open on a concrete parking space 
in the rear yard. Recreational vehi-
cles may be parked in a driveway 
or parking area anywhere on the 
property for loading and unloading 
for not more than 48 hours in any 
consecutive 21-day period. Ord. No. 
98-2022.

by Chuck Hoven
 Individuals suffering from mental 
health crises often fi nd themselves 
in court when it would be more 
appropriate for them to receive 
treatment that would allow them to 
have a path toward recovery from 
their illness. Instead, many end up 
in our jails or prisons often serving 
mandatory minimum sentences 
required by state law to charges 
leveled by a prosecutor.

NEWS ANALYSIS
 With the discussion of whether we 
should build a prison in Cuyahoga 
County, there should also come 
a discussion about making more 
resources available for mental 
health programs and services. Such 

programs help keep individuals 
healthy and away from hospital 
emergency rooms and jails and 
prisons. A promise was made when 
the Greater Cleveland Congrega-
tions backed off from supporting a 
community benefi ts program as part 
of the Quicken Loans Arena getting 
taxpayer dollars. The promise was 
to fund two mental health facilities 
– one on the East Side and one on 
the West Side – thus far that promise 
has not been kept.
 Cuyahoga County Common Pleas 
Judge Deborah Turner, who said 
she has served on the Cuyahoga 
County Common Pleas Court Men-
tal Health and Developmental Dis-
abilities docket, said at a September 

Additional funding needed for mental health 
programs and services in Cuyahoga County

13 sentencing hearing before her 
court that: “We as a community 
are not doing enough about mental 
health and it has got to change. 
It has been obvious for years that 
there are mental health issues this 
community has failed to address. 
This court would be remiss if I did not 
say something about mental health.”

land’s communities and citizens; 
and improve reporting practices 
and public accessibility to workforce 
and community benefi ts data and 
information. Res. No. 954-2022.
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1Actual monthly payment for above example is based on 252 month term and is $16.09 at a fixed APR of 2.99%. Rates 

effective as of 8/26/21 and are subject to change. 2Fixed APR is 2.99%. Homeowners insurance required. Flood insurance 

required, if applicable. Maximum LTV 85%. Minimum loan amount $1,000. Maximum loan amount $9,900. 21-year term. 

A Third Federal Home Repair Loan is available as a first or second lien on owner-occupied primary residences and can be 

the only HELOC on your property. $0 annual fee and $10 minimum monthly payment. Must originate loan to get gift card. 

Borrowers must meet certain income, geographic and other requirements to qualify. Product features subject to change 

without notice. ©2021 Third Federal.

Does your home need a new roof? What about new 

carpeting, windows, washer and dryer, or air conditioning? 

With Third Federal’s Fixer Upper Home Repair Loan, you 

can do just that! At 2.99% APR, this rate is much lower 

than loans from other lenders.
2

  And, unlike many lenders, 

2.99% APR is fixed for the life of your loan.

APPLIANCES?new LANDSCAPING?new PAINT?new

or or

•  No hidden fees.

•  No upfront costs whatsoever.

•  The fixed rate of 2.99% is not an 

introductory or teaser rate—

it’s good for the life of your loan.

•  No minimum draw—borrow as much 

or as little as you want!

Want to improve your home? 
Borrow $3,000 

and pay only $16 per month!
1

  

And we didn’t stop there. With the Third Federal Fixer Upper Loan:

Get a
$100 Prepaid

Gift Card
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Saturday, September 10, 2022; Max Hayes Car Show, Max Hayes High School, W. 65th and Clark Avenue: 
Rick Warner won Best of Show for his work on this 1963 Coupe.

Guardians for Fair Work 
support wage theft protection
b y  B r u c e  C h e c e f s k y
    Guardians for Fair Work is a campaign 
to protect Cleveland workers from 
wage theft and ensure quality jobs 
across Cleveland. Organizers want to 
ensure that employers pay workers 
fairly and treat them with dignity, 
especially when the public funds a 
private business operation based on 
possible job creation. The campaign 
seeks to enact and enforce fair and 
equitable employment scheduling 
practices and provide working people 
with protections. Employer scheduling 
practices should not unreasonably 
prevent workers from attending to their 
families, their health, furthering their 
education, and other obligations.

Unpredictable and unstable work 
schedules, little advance notice of 
work hours, and lack of control over a 
work schedule can hinder an employee 
from taking on additional work or 
pursuing training and education. Wage 
theft includes the misclassifi cation of 
contract workers or part-time workers. 
Nationally, employers steal some $15 
billion a year from working people, 
more than all robberies, burglaries, 
larceny, and motor vehicle theft 
combined.

One area of concern in the City of 
Cleveland is assuring that workers 
working on taxpayer subsidized projects 
or in venues subsidized by public funds 
are paid fairly.  In November 2021, 
Cleveland City Council voted 13-3 in 
favor of a $435 million deal with the 
City of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, 
and the state of Ohio to renovate 
Progressive Field and extend the 
Cleveland Guardians lease in Cleveland 
for at least 15 years. The City of 
Cleveland will contribute roughly $8 
million yearly from admission taxes 
and revenues from the city-owned 
Gateway East parking garage and the 
general fund. Cuyahoga County will 
add $9 million a year, with another $2 
million from the State of Ohio. The team 
will pay $4.5 million a year toward the 
renovations. Local and state taxpayers 
will eventually pay $290 million of the 
overall cost.

Renovations will include a new 
entryway into Gateway Plaza, an 
overhaul of corporate offices, and 
improvements to the areas used by 
players. A redesign of fan areas is under 
consideration, including the upper deck 
and the Terrace Club.

Michael Shields, a researcher at 
Policy Matters Ohio, board member of 
the Northeast Ohio Worker Center, and 
member of Guardians for Fair Work, 
said everybody deserves to get paid for 
all the hours they work. A recent report 
found that employers in Ohio steal from 
over 213,000 workers yearly through 
minimum wage nonpayment. Other 
types of wage theft include nonpayment 
of overtime for eligible workers or 
requiring employees to work during 
unpaid lunch breaks.

“In some cases, especially short-term 
jobs like construction sites, workers 
may not get paid,” said Shields. “Wage 
theft is difficult to measure. Most 
workers never come forward to report 
that employers have stolen from them. 
The typical workers can expect to lose 
as much as $2,873 if they stay on the 
job for a full year.”

Shields added that wage theft affects 
the vulnerable, low-paid marginalized 
workers, including Hispanics, which 
are 74% more likely to be victims than 
their European American counterparts. 
Asian Americans are 54% more likely 
to experience wage theft than European 
Americans, while African American 
workers typically work more hours 
and lose more wages than European 
American workers. Ohio has only 
five wage-hours investigators and 
a supervisor for a workforce of 5.5 
million.

Local legislation
“We have asked the City of Cleveland 

to step forward and use its political 

power to enhance enforcement. We 
are not asking for the creation of new 
rights, the right to be paid a minimum 
wage is in the federal law, but too often, 
employers take advantage of their 
workers,” he said. “We want the City 
to enforce minimum wage per hour 
laws with entities with whom they do 
business.”

The Department of Economic 
Inclusion monitors the City of 
Cincinnati construction and service 
contracts to ensure that contractors 
comply with applicable local, state, 
and federal prevailing wage laws, the 
Living Wage Ordinance, and Wage 
Enforcement Ordinance. City-funded 
service contracts that exceed $20,000 
are under the Living Wage Ordinance. 
If an employer has violated the Living 
Wage Ordinance, an employee is 
entitled to submit a Living Wage 
Complaint. Columbus City Council 
passed the Columbus Wage Theft 
Ordinance to prevent workers from 
losing take-home pay through wage 
theft and payroll fraud. The legislation 
does not create new wage and hour laws 
but monitors businesses that receive the 
City’s fi nancial support and must follow 
state and federal wage and hour laws. 
The failure to do so results in being 
barred from contracts or projects for 
three years.

“We want to catch up with our peer 
cities,” said Grace Heffernan from 
Guardians for Fair Work. “We are 
asking the City of Cleveland to follow 
an exciting code enforcement model and 
work with the community to provide 
workers education and enforcement. We 
want a justice fund that the community 
can access to help pay for public 
education and to create a worker-led 
board to review issues brought against 
a business by the community.”

National legislation
A recent report from the National 

Employment Law Project (NELP) 
shows the prevalence of wage theft 
and forced arbitration agreements 
to diminish employers’ liability. 
Arbitration agreements often prohibit 
employees from suing their employer or 
pursuing a class action lawsuit.

Senator Patty Murray, a Democrat 
from the state of Washington, introduced 
S.4174 - Wage Theft Prevention and 
Wage Recovery Act. She reported 
that a Department of Labor study of 
wage theft in California and New York 
found that wage theft deprived workers 
of 37 percent to 49 percent of their 
income, pushing at least 15,000 families 
below the poverty line and driving 
another 50,000 to 100,000 families 
deeper into poverty. This bill requires 
employers to make initial and modifi ed 
disclosures to employees of the terms 
of their employment, provide such 
employees with regular paystubs, and 
make a fi nal payment to an employee 
for uncompensated work hours within 
14 days of the termination.

The Wage Theft Prevention and 
Wage Recovery Act will enhance 
enforcement and compliance with 
Federal wage and hour laws through 
supporting initiatives that address and 
prevent violations of such laws. The 
act will also assist workers in wage 
recovery, support individual entities, 
and develop community partnerships 
that expand and improve cooperative 
efforts between enforcement agencies 
and community-based organizations. 
The goal is to prevent wage and hour 
violations and enforce wage and hour 
laws.

S.4174 was read twice since first 
introduced on May 10, 2022, and has 
been referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Shields said wage-hour violations are 
a business model used by employers. 
The most common wage theft occurs in 
restaurants when employers fail to pay 
employees the minimum hourly wage 
required by state and federal law. State 
and Federal levels guarantee restaurant 

workers the right to a minimum 
wage, overtime pay, and various other 
protections from unfair treatment by 
employers about compensation for 
hours worked.

“If workers were to steal money from 
their employers, they could face felony 
charges,” said Shields. “Wage theft is 
costly and harmful to working people. 
It is against the law 
to steal wages from 
workers.”

Cleveland  Ci ty 
Council introduced 
l eg i s l a t ion  (Ord . 
No. 892-2022) to 
s u p p l e m e n t  t h e 
Codifi ed Ordinances 
of Cleveland, which 
requires any person 
or entity that bids on 
a City construction 
or service contract, 
o r  a p p l i e s  f o r 
financial assistance 
to disclose any legal 
determination that 
they committed wage 
theft, or payroll fraud 
in the previous two 
years  to  the Fair 
Employment Wage 
B o a r d  ( F E W B ) 
and the contracting 
depa r tmen t .  Any 
person who withholds 
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
required under the 
ordinance is guilty 
of a misdemeanor 
of the first degree.  
The legislation goes 
to the directors of 
Finance and Law 
before returning to 
the Finance Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion 
Committee.

M a t t h e w  A h n , 
a spokesperson for 
Guardians for Fair 
Wo r k  c a m p a i g n , 
during the public 
presentation at the 
City Council meeting 
on September 12, told 
the council that the 
legislation falls short 
of expectations. 

“The new language 
does not give the Fair 
Employment Wage 
Board  the  power 
to make wage theft 
findings, only the 
power  to  ca ta log 
them. This is a far 
cry from the City 
of Columbus board 
which has the power 
to investigate wage 
theft on its own,” 
said Ahn. “The Fair 
Employment Wage 
Board, which has been 
on the books for over 

twenty years, is not currently staffed 
or active. The drafting here is not just 

imprecise, it becomes non-existent.”
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          PHOTO BY LISA LAUREANO, EL SOL MULTIMEDIA GROUP
Friday, September 16, 2022; Guardians Latino Heritage Night at Progressive Field: The Latino Heritage Night 
Ballgame was broadcast over the radio in Spanish on 4 Northeast Ohio radio stations and into Puerto Rico 
on a number of stations. It was the fi rst Spanish radio broadcast of a Cleveland Major League Baseball 
game since the 90’s. Celebrating the Guardians radio broadcast event are radio station owners Mark Ballard 
of 89.1fm WNZN- Berlin Hts. OH, Curtis Dansberg of the Cleveland Guardians, Nelson Cintron of La Nueva 
Mia 88.7fm, Painesville OH and Randy Michael, El Sol MultiMedia Group of Cleveland. 

outdoor parties to celebrate that 
very spirit of artistic freedom and 
tolerance for those that hear the 
beat of a different drummer—like 
Frank.

Frank is one elderly resident in 
Tremont who recently was involved 
in an incident involving a number 
of neighborhood youths resulting in 
Frank being charged with a crime. 
The community’s reaction to the 
incident highlights the divide in the 
community.

  In the minutes of a March 17th, 
2022, Tremont West Development 
Corporation Board of Trustee’s 
Meeting’s Safety Committee say 
they are looking to “clean up” 
Frank’s [current] property and made 
some unnecessary disparaging 
remarks about him. 

This is unfortunate, as Tremont 
West Development Corporation 
and  a  fo rmer  C i t y  Counc i l 
Representative, in an effort to 
take an earlier property that Frank 
owned, participated in an effort to 
demolish his house—leaving Frank 
with no other alternative then to 
move into his mother’s house next 

door. Frank’s mother has since died 
leaving her house to Frank.  

Frank is not the only person in 
Tremont to experience harassment 
from overzealous code enforcement 
that to many residents was obviously 
not an effort to get the property up to 
code, but rather to force the person 
to be unable to maintain ownership 
of the property. While Tremont West 
Development Corporation does 
participate in referring residents 
to assistance available to help 
maintain their homes, it seems 
those referrals are selective – with 
not all residents getting the same 
level of help to continue to be able 
to maintain their homes.

Another disturbing factor in the 
recent incident is that the Tremont 
West Development Corporation’s 
Auburn Lincoln Park Block Club had 
a discussion with a representative of 
the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 
offi ce about Frank at their August 
15th Block Club meeting concerning 
his upcoming sentencing. This is 
curious because Frank does not 
live in their block club area, nor 
was the crime he committed located 
in the block club service area. 
Several days later, Tremont West

Development Corporation received 
a letter from the prosecutor ’s 
offi ce which contained misleading 
information which would have 
led readers of the letter to infer 
that Frank had committed an act 
that a jury had already found him 
not guilty of committing. With this 
false information, the prosecutor’s 
offi ce was encouraging community 
members to support the prosecutor’s 
offi ce in asking for more time than 
the already mandatory sentencing 
of 11 years in prison Frank was 
facing. Wittingly or unwittingly, 
TWDC staff passed on the letter to 
the leadership of the Auburn Lincoln 
Park Block Club.

Someone posted the letter on 
the internet, and for the fi rst time, 
residents, who wanted to help the 
elderly community member, learned 
of his crime and the penalties he 
faced at sentencing. The judge 
received 37 letters of support for 
Frank and at his sentencing, eight 
community members showed up 
for his support. The block club 
leaders of the Auburn Lincoln Park 
Block Club showed up to assist the 
prosecution.

This again shows a divided 
community in need of serious 
dialogue. The dialogue should 
include the role of Tremont West 
Development Corporation and its 
block clubs in bullying some Tremont 
residents. It should examine the 
issuance of reparations to residents 
whose property has been “taken” 
or who have been forced out of 
the neighborhood through code 
enforcement. The dialogue should 
also include a discussion of how 
to access or create resources 

and programs so low-or-moderate 
income residents can continue to 
live in the neighborhood as property 
taxes and rents continue to escalate.

The neighborhood should also 
look at how development pressures 
and those seeking to build in the 
neighborhood infl uence decisions 
about code enforcement and efforts 
to force individuals to sell their 
property and face being driven out 
of the neighborhood. They should 
look at the role of the development 
corporation and its block clubs 
in pushing an agenda of code 
enforcement.

A signifi cant examination of the 
appropriateness of the development 
corporation being considered the 
representative of the neighborhood 
in City of Cleveland hearings 
about zoning variances or historic 
preservat ion should also be 
discussed. 

For these, and many other 
reasons, community dialogue 
wou ld  bene f i t  t he  Tremon t 
neighborhood. Those participating 
in such a dialogue about how 
to live in harmony in a changing 
neighborhood, should examine the 
mission statement of Tremont West 
Development Corporation and its 
original articles of incorporation. In 
doing so, they should  determine 
if the organization has lost its 
way and no longer resembles 
the organization that community 
organizers from Merrick House and 
community members from the South 
Side (Tremont) strove to create in 
1979.

Organizers from Merrick House 
and Tremont (South Side) community 
members who worked to help 

start Tremont West Development 
Corporation (TWDC) in 1979 had 
a vision which is spelled out in the 
organization’s mission statement 
which is displayed prominently on 
the TWDC website. The mission 
statement says TWDC “is a non-
profit CDC whose mission is to 
create an inclusive community, build 
a unifi ed neighborhood and promote 
Tremont as a unique destination.” 

The Articles of Incorporation 
of  what is now TWDC (then 
named West Side Development 
Corporat ion)  inc luded noble 
goals such as “obtaining fi nancial 
assistance for residents” and 
“obtaining justice, equal rights and 
equal opportunities for all citizens; 
and providing other social services 
and counseling.”

Such goals are sti l l  worthy 
goals to strive for today. Imagine 
a neighborhood with people living 
in peace rather than in constant 
confl ict. Imagine a neighborhood 
where, with the right social supports, 
individuals with low or moderate 
income, individuals with physical or 
mental disabilities and individuals 
with a variety of lifestyles and 
standards for how their property 
looks can live in harmony. Imagine 
a neighborhood that works through 
its organizations to help assure 
recovery for those in crisis so they 
can achieve their goals and live full 
lives as contributing members of 
the community. Image the Tremont 
neighborhood as a “Bullying Free 
Zone.”

TREMONT RESIDENTSTREMONT RESIDENTS
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MetroHealth shares preliminary plans 
for senior citizen housing project and 
MetroHealth’s new police station
 At a September 22nd community 
meeting at the BridgeCLE/Family 
Ministry Center on Fulton Road, 
MetroHealth Medical Center’s CCH 
Development Corporation shared 
its plans for a new senior housing 
project to be built at W. 25th and 
Trowbridge Avenue along with a new 
MetroHealth Police Station. CCH 
Development Corporation collabo-
rated with The Community Builders 
and RDL Architects in creating the 
plans for the development project.
 The project’s plans call for build-
ing a four story 60-unit apartment 
building on the corner of W. 25th and 
Trowbridge Avenue. The apartments 
planned for the building include 53 
one-bedroom apartments and sev-
en two-bedroom apartments. The 
building will also feature a roughly 
5,000 square foot senior center on 
its north side.
 The MetroHealth plans call for an-
other building, a two-story building 
just to the north of the senior center, 
that is to house the MetroHealth 
Police Station.
 The design of the new project 
calls for parking in the rear of the 
building. The sketches of the plans 

provided by MetroHealth include 
landscaping with green plants 
around the entire building including 
on W. 30th behind the parking area.
 The plans are in the early stages 
of the approval process. Architect 
Ron Tannenbaum of RDL Architects 
was on the agenda of the Near West 
Design Review Committee seeking 
conceptual approval of the project 
at its September 28th meeting. At 
that meeting he will also be seeking 
fi nal approval for the demolition of 
four buildings on W. 25th Street. The 
addresses of those buildings are: 
3366 W. 25th; 3370 W. 25th; address 
3374 W. 25th; and 3390 W. 25th

Street. At the September 28th meet-
ing of the Near West Design Review 
Committee all items on the agenda 
were tabled. The next Near West 
Design Review Committee meeting 
will likely be in second Wednesday 
in October.
 Following the Near West Design 
Review approval process, the next 
step for the project is to seek ap-
proval for both the demolitions and 
the project design at the City of 
Cleveland Planning Commission.
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FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 3pm (reg-
ular bargain prices) First Saturday 
of Month: 10 to noon /clothes in 
store and Gym, Clothes $1.00 a 
bag. We supply the bags. All items 
“As Is” condition. Masks Required.

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

WANTED
PAYING CASH FOR DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS: Must be sealed, 
unexpired, undamaged. Text/call 
216-220-1506

Plain Press: Plain Press: To advertiseTo advertise
email Ed Tishel atemail Ed Tishel at

plainpressads@yahoo.complainpressads@yahoo.com

PLAIN PRESS PLAIN PRESS 
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FREE listings for free events FREE listings for free events 
and serves for area non profit and serves for area non profit 
and government agencies. Email and government agencies. Email 
your Community Board listing to: your Community Board listing to: 
plainpress@gmail.com plainpress@gmail.com 

           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Wednesday, August 31, 2022; St. Rocco Parish, 3205 Fulton Road: A crew of workers demolishes the old 
St. Rocco School building. The new school is at the rear of the property. Architectural Historian Craig 
Bobby says the front part of the demolished building served as “St. Rocco Church until they built the one 
presently in use. The church and school were built as one connected structure in 1926. After building the 
new church (1949-1952), the old church was converted into a gymnasium.”

Building. In the evening of October 15th 
from 4:00-6:00 Trinity Lutheran Church 
will host a FREE community meal in the 
community center.
GREATER CLEVELAND FOOD 
BANK: To apply for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
or fi nd food close to home call 216-
738-7236 or visit GreaterCleveland-
FoodBank.org. Text FOOD to 63566 
for information about Food Stamps 
(SNAP) applications, food pantries, free 
produce, and hot meals.

HALLOWEEN
TRICK OR TREAT WALK: Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 2031 W. 30th Street, 
will be participating in the neighbor-
hood Trick or Treat Walk on Friday 
October 28th from 4:30-6:30. We will 
have games, treats and crafts and our 
Community Building as well as outside 
in the Cul-da-sac.

HEALTH
STROKE: Have you had a stroke or 
mini-stroke? Researchers at Case West-
ern Reserve University and University 
Hospitals Medical Center are seeking 
participants for a research project de-
signed to help African American men 
learn about stroke risk factors and about 
how to best take care of their health after 
a stroke or TIA. You may be eligible to 
join the project if you are an African 
American man, are 18 years old or older, 
and have had a stroke or TIA within the 
last ten years. Study participants will: 
receive compensation for their time, 
receive a free blood pressure monitor, 
be able to complete virtually-delivered 
intervention sessions in the comfort 
and privacy of their own home. The 
purpose of this research is to fi nd out 
if a group educational and behavioral 
intervention, called TargetED MAn-
ageMent Intervention (TEAM), helps 
African-American men with reducing 
their stroke risk. If you are interested in 
fi nding out more about the study, please 
contact the research assistant at 1-888-
819-0004 or NBOC@UHhospitals.org.

HOMELESS
BEING HOMELESS IS NOT A 
CRIME: Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless asks that if you encounter 
someone experiencing homelessness: 
Call Street Outreach fi rst at216-432-
0540. Don’t call the police. Street Out-
reach can help people access: Emergen-
cy shelter, camping supplies, clothing, 
food, transportation, birth certifi cates/
IDs, SNAP, disability and insurance 
benefits, mental and physical health 
services, substance abuse treatment, 
transitional and permanent housing.

LIBRARIES
CMSD STUDENT ID CARD AC-
CEPTED AT CLEVELAND PUBLIC 
LIBRARY: All Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District (CMSD) students can 
now use their school ID cards at all 
Cleveland Public Library locations. 
The new school IDs and CMSD-issued 
RTA passes will include a bar code that, 
when scanned, will allow students to 
check out books and access other Li-
brary materials. Families can visit cpl.
org/kids-teens/ for a list of programs, 
services, and resources available for 
students. 

MENTAL HEALTH
EXPLORING MENTAL HEALTH: 
Hopewell – a therapeutic farm com-
munity - presents the David Cutler 
Conservatory Exploring Mental Health 
Series on October 6th at 5:30 p.m. at 
Glidden Houses, 1901 Ford Drive in 
the University Circle neighborhood. 
Featured speaker is Phyllis Vine, Author 
of Fighting for Recovery, An Activists’ 
History of Mental Health Reform and 
President of the Board of Directors of 
Gould Farm. Hors d’oeuvres and wine 
reception at 5:30 p.m. Program begins 
promptly at 6:15 p.m. The event is free, 
but registration is required. Contact 
Audrey Katzman at 440-247-0912 or 
akatzman@hopewell.cc.
PROJECT DRAMA (DEVELOPING 
RESILIENCE & ANXIETY MAN-
AGEMENT IN ADOLESCENTS) 
-- Improv for Anxiety and Depression.  
A program for teens ages 11-17 years 

of age who struggle with worries, social 
anxiety, or depression. The theater arts 
have been shown to help adolescents 
learn about emotions, increase emotion-
al awareness and expression, and reduce 
behavioral problems. Improv has also 
shown to have led to improvements in 
anxiety, depression, and self-esteem in 
anxious adults. Participants will engage 
in 12 weeks of guided improv plus 
evidence-based techniques to reduce 
anxiety and depression. Each session 
will be two hours long. Participants 
will also be asked to complete a survey 
and an interview at the beginning and 
end of the study. The study will take 
place at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity’s Clark Hall, 11130 Bellfl ower 
Rd. There is no cost for the program. 
Participants will be compensated for 
their participation. If you are interested 
in participating contact the program 
by email at: SOARLab@case.edu and 
visit the program’s website at: https://
psychsciences.case.edu/project-drama/

METRO WEST
METRO WEST SCORE CLEVE-
LAND PARTNERSHIP: SCORE 
Cleveland is now partnering with the 
Metro West Community Development 
Organization and Cleveland Neigh-
borhood Progress to support small 
businesses in the community. Metro 
West’s service area includes the Brook-
lyn Centre, Clark Fulton and Stockyard 
neighborhoods. The partnership offers 
Free business mentoring, free work-
shops and free access to expert online 
resources. To request help for your 
business contact Monserrat Monter-
rubio, Small Business Coordinator for 
MetroWest Community Development 
Office at 3167 Fulton Road. Phone 
216-961-9073; Email: mmonterrubio@
metrowestcle.org or visit the Metro 
West website at: www.metrowestcle.
org.
NORTHWEST NEIGHBORHOODS
HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS: North-
west Neighborhoods which serves the 
Detroit Shoreway, Cudell and Edge-
water neighborhoods has a program 
for those over age 60 or permanently 
disabled who are owner occupants of 
their home. The program offers grants 
of up to $500 for minor exterior or inte-
rior repairs. These repairs may include 
work to your porch, handrails, gutters 
and downspouts, roof, siding, sinks 
and toilets, light fi xtures, and more. 
The annual income restriction for a 
household of one is $41,300. For more 
information contact Kena Chappell at 
216-961-4242 ext. 233 or kchappell@
nwneighborhoods.org.

PETS
BLESSING OF THE PETS: October 
2, 2022 @ 12:30 PM at St John Cantius 
Church, 906 College Ave. Please meet 
in the church parking lot at the side door.  
Father James Roach, Pastor will confer 
the pet blessing. The Ladies Guild of 
St John Cantius Church is hosting the 
event. Questions/information about 
this event: contact Jackie Lockyer: 
216- 299-2030. Everyone is welcome! 
Bring your pets.

PUBLIC TRANSIT
CLEVELANDERS FOR PUBLIC 
TRANSIT (CPT) hosts its monthly rid-
ers meeting on October 22 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Cleveland Public Library’s Main 
Branch’s Louis Stokes Wing, 2nd Floor, 
Room B. Clevelanders for Public Tran-
sit is opposing the construction of a new 
$750 million county jail that would be 
paid for with a regressive sales tax that 
could instead be spent on public goods 
like transit rather than on incarceration. 
Learn how to advocate for buses, not 
jails. To get otherwise involved contact 
contact@clefortransit.org.

RECYCLING
CITY OF CLEVELAND RECY-
CLING PROGRAM has extended 
the sign-up period until November 5th. 
Residents can register for the program 
by visiting CLErecycles.com or by 
calling (216) 664-3030. No action is 
needed from the approximately 27,000 
households that enrolled during the Fall 
2021 enrollment period. There is no 
additional cost for residents associated 
with the new recycling program.  All 
enrolled households will receive a 

welcome packet that includes every-
thing needed to get started in the new 
recycling program. The packet includes 
FAQs, an expanded list of what is recy-
clable under the new program, a list of 
recycling dos and don’ts and — most 
importantly — a set of stickers that 
must be placed on the blue recycling 
bin to identify it as enrolled in the 
program.  Because items placed in blue 
bins have previously been collected as 
trash, it is critical that the stickers are 
placed on the bins per the instructions 
in the welcome packets. Packets will be 
mailed to residents on a rolling basis. 
Those already enrolled can expect pack-
ets in May, those enrolling in May can 
expect packets in June and so on. Blue 
bin contents NOT marked with City of 
Cleveland recycling stickers will con-
tinue to be picked up as trash over the 
summer. In Fall 2022, blue bins from 
households not participating in the recy-
cling program will no longer be picked 
up as trash and the bins themselves will 
be collected for reuse in the recycling 
program.

TENANTS
RIGHT TO COUNSEL FREE 
EVICTION HELP -- ATTENTION 
CLEVELAND TENANTS: You may 
qualify for free legal representation at 
your eviction hearing if you have at 
least one minor child in your house-
hold and meet income guidelines. Call 
216-8615835 Monday thru Friday from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. to fi nd out if you are 
eligible for free legal help. The sooner 
you call the more a lawyer can do for 
you. You can also call 211, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, or apply online at: 
FreeEvictionHelp.org, which is also 
available 24/7.

UTILITIES
UTILITY ASSISTANCE: If you have 
been affected by COVID-19 and are 
having difficulty making payments, 
Utility Assistance is available by con-
tacting CHN Housing Partners at chn-

housingpartners.org/utilityassistance or 
Stepforward at stepforwardtoday.org.
NORTHEAST OHIO REGIONAL 
SEWER DISTRICT (NEORSD) 
offers cost-saving programs includ-
ing: Summer Sprinkling discount, 
Homestead or Affordability program, 
Sewer and plumbing repairs and crisis 
assistance. For more details or to see if 
you qualify: Please contact NEORSD 
Customer Service at 216-811-8247.

VOTING
EARLY IN PERSON VOTING FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 8TH GENER-
AL ELECTION can be done at the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections at 
2925 Euclid Avenue on Weekdays from 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. from October 12 – Oc-
tober 28th; and 8 a.m. until 7 p.m. from 
October 31st – November 4th. Saturday 
voting times are available on October 
29 and November 5th from 8 a.m. – 4 
p.m.  You can also vote in person on 
Sunday November 6 from 1-5 p.m. and 
on Monday November 7 from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. What to Bring: You only need to 
provide one (1) of the acceptable forms 
of ID listed below. Acceptable Photo 
Identifi cation: Ohio Driver License/
Ohio Interim Documentation (must 
show your name, current or former 
address and valid date); State of Ohio 
or Federal Government photo ID (must 
show your name, current address, and 
valid date); Ohio Concealed Weapons 
ID (must show your name, current ad-
dress, and valid date). A voter present-
ing an Ohio driver license or Ohio ID 
card that shows voter’s former address 
is permitted to cast a regular ballot so 
long as the voter’s current residential 
address has been updated with the 
Board and appears in the offi cial poll 
list of registered voters for that precinct. 
Acceptable Documents to Use as 
Identifi cation: These documents must 
show your name, current address, and be 
dated within twelve months: Utility Bill, 
Bank Statement, Government Check, 

Payroll Check, Government Document, 
Military ID Issued by Department of 
Defense Early In-Person voters who 
do not have proper identifi cation can 
fi ll out an absentee voter application, 
Form 11-A, which can serve in lieu of 
a physical ID document, provided that 
the information matches what is in the 
voter’s record.

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
continued from page 2continued from page 2
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           PHOTO BY CHUCK HOVEN
Friday, September 9, 2022; The Big Reveal, Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, 9801 Walford: Artist Eileen Dorsey 
joined with Ray Petro, owner of Ray’s Indoor Bike Park, to design a mural for the entrance to the bike 
park. A scene of an outdoor mountain bike path now greets guests to Ray’s Indoor Bike Park. The mural 
was unveiled at “The Big Reveal” celebration. Dorsey says it took her a week and a half to paint the mural. 
Dorsey has a studio at W. 78th Street Studios. In the doorway to the bike park during the unveiling of the 
mural are: (L-R) Artist Eileen Dorsey, Master of Ceremonies and Vanity Crash drummer Thomas Mulready, 
Ray’s Indoor Bike Park owner Ray Petro, Ward 11 City Council Representative Brian Mooney, and Cleveland 
State University (CSU) Dean of the College of Graduate Studies Dr. Nigamanth Sridhar who is representing 
the CSU team that worked on Ray Petro’s electric mountain bike.

tower at the rear of the large industrial 
building. The easiest way to fi nd the 
entrance is to turn south into the fi rst 
driveway east of West Boulevard on 
Walford Avenue.

When guests arrived, they enjoyed the 
complementary food and beverages and 
mingled wondering what “The Great 
Reveal” would be. Ray Petro, moved 
through the crowd in his wheelchair, 
greeting and conversing with guests.

Guests were also able to view Ray 
Petro’s electric four-wheel mountain 
bike and meet members a team from 
Cleveland State University that worked 
to build a new accessible power steering 
mechanism for the bike.

Petro explained that he had a bicycle 
accident while riding in the Cleveland 
Metroparks in Strongsville and the new 
four-wheel vehicle would allow him to 
ride again and “give a whole new look 
and feel for the world’s fi rst bike park.” 
The four-wheel electric vehicle may 
set a trend and could open the door to 
a whole new recreational opportunity 
for those who, like Ray Petro, have 
experienced a spinal cord injury.

The Cleveland State University team 
that helped to equip the bicycle with an 
accessible power steering mechanism 
that Petro could use, included Skye 
Carlson, a doctoral student who is also 
the President of the Spinal Cord Injury 
Volunteer Corps. Others on the team 
included Stephen Wilson and Kyra 
Stovicek, both 2022 graduates from the 
CSU Mechanical Engineering program, 
and Tyler Tokarcik, an equipment 
mechanic apprentice.

The rear of the building was covered 
with a large curtain as speakers 
addressed the crowd at The Great 
Reveal.

M a s t e r  o f  C e r e m o n y,  C o o l 
Cleveland’s Thomas Mulready, who 
also played the drums for Vanity Crash, 
introduced the speakers.

Ward 11 City Council Representative 
Brian Mooney spoke of some of the 
history of the former Industrial Rayon 
Corporation – which manufactured 
rayon yarn. (The Cleveland Memory 
Project says rayon was the world’s fi rst 
synthetic fi ber and used in items ranging 
from undergarments to tires.) Mooney 
said the building continues as a place of 
employment today as an industrial park 
and a place in which Ray Petro created 
the world’s fi rst indoor bike park which 
opened in the building in 2004. Mooney 
spoke of some of the recent investments 
in the neighborhood by the City of 
Cleveland, including those to nearby 
Mercedes Cotner Park.

Westown Executive Director Rose 
Zitiello talked about the economic 
impact of the over 50,000 visitors 
now coming each year to Ray’s Indoor 
Mountain Bike Park. She said many of 
the visitors to the bike park come from 
out of town and stay in hotels and eat in 
local restaurants. She estimated visitors 
to the bike park contribute over $2.5 
million per year to Cleveland’s economy. 
Zitiello also talked about some of the 
public art amenities in the area served 
by Westown Community Development 
Corporation. She noted the locations 
of outdoor murals and sculptures that 
beautifi ed the neighborhood.

Ray Petro began to introduce The 
Great Reveal. He told the crowd of his 
vision to have a mural of an outdoor 
mountain bike trail painted on the 
front entrance of his bike park. He 
said when he was visiting W. 78th 
Street Studios in the Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood he presented the idea to 
artist Eileen Dorsey who has a studio 
there. He said Dorsey, who has painted 
murals, was receptive to the idea. They 
collaborated in the design. Following 
Petro’s remarks, the curtain was lifted 
for The Great Reveal – a colorful 
mountain bike trail painted to surround 
the entrance of Ray’s Indoor Bike Park.

Artist Eileen Dorsey spoke of the 
week and a half she spent painting 
the mural which involved some new 
experiences for her. She noted that 
because of the porous nature of the brick 
building she had to use spray paint. 

Painting from a mechanical lift was also 
a new experience for her.

Dr. Nigamanth Sridhar, Professor of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science at Cleveland State University 
and Dean of the College of Graduate 
Studies also spoke briefly about 
Cleveland State University’s role in 
working to fi nd a solution that would 
make it possible for Ray Petro to ride on 
the mountain bike trails in the bike park. 
The students working on creating an 
accessible power steering mechanism 
for the electric four-wheel mountain 
bike tapped into the resources of the 
Center for Human Machine Systems 
Lab at Cleveland State University, used 
the resources of the Manufacturing 
Advocacy and Growth Network 
(MAGNET) to fabricate parts, and 
sought the guidance of the Spinal Cord 
Injury Volunteer Corps.

After the speeches many of the guests 
entered the bike park to view the many 
mountain bikes for rent and walk among 
the various trails and ramps set up for 
the mountain bikers to enjoy. Some 
of the children in attendance enjoyed 
jumping into a section of the bike park 
covered in foam.

Staff in attendance at the bike park 
had brochures available with the hours 
and prices for passes to ride in the bike 
park and showed the mountain bikes 
that were available for rental for those 
that haven’t brought their own bike. 
They noted that while the bike park 
would be open for limited hours in 
September, the bike park’s regular hours 
will be in place from the fi rst weekend 
in October until the last weekend in 
April. During this period Ray’s Indoor 

Bike Park will be open Monday through 
Friday from Noon to 10 p.m. and on 
Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 10 

p.m. Staff members said the bike park is 
especially busy on the weekends.

Editor’s Note: For more information 

about Ray’s Indoor Bike Park call 
216-631-7433 or visit their website at: 
RAYSMTB.COM

“THE GREAT REVEAL”“THE GREAT REVEAL”
continued from page onecontinued from page one


