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PHOTO BY ERIK AULT
Friday, November 4, 2022; Beth Israel - The West Temple 
in West Park: Rabbi Enid C. Lader reading from the 
Sefer Torah. The Sefer Torah is a handwritten scroll of the 
fi rst fi ve books of the Bible in Hebrew and is used during 
worship services. She is using a yad to follow the text.

          PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The 
Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd and Detroit Avenue: Participants in the 
celebration honor the memory of those who have passed – in this case – with 
a trombone.

          PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The 
Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd and Detroit Avenue: Parading in purple, 
this participant in Día de Muertos honors the memory of a friend or relative.

                  PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd and 
Detroit Avenue: This feathered woman reminds us that Día de Muertos is a day of celebration of culture and tradition 
in memory of those that have passed.

Meeting our Jewish neighbors
 In recent days, the specter of antisem-
itism - prejudice against the Jewish 
people - has again reared its ugly head. 
In uncertain economic times, it is easy 
to become fearful and look cynically 
at those we deem too different than 
ourselves.
 But the Jewish community has been 
a part of western Cleveland from the 
beginning. They continue to serve the 
community from their temple in West 
Park: Beth Israel - the West Temple. 
We sat down with its leaders, Rabbi 
Enid Lader and Walter Wright, who is 

president of the temple’s board, to learn 
more about this small yet signifi cant 
group of people.
Plain Press: Who are the Jewish people 
and what is a rabbi?
Rabbi Lader: The Jewish people are 
a people connected through religion, 
culture, and stories.  We introduced the 
idea of belief in one God, contrary to 
the multiple gods that were worshiped 
at the time.  Also, the Jews gifted the 
world with the idea of taking a day for 
rest and renewal - the Sabbath.  The 
Jewish people make their way through 

the year with festivals and observances, 
and through our lifetimes marking life 
cycle events with celebration and rev-
erence. The Torah, the fi rst fi ve books 
of the Bible, is read each year; offering 
the opportunities for new insights and 
a renewed sense of what it means to 
be connected to God and to our fellow 
human beings.
 Traditionally, the term Rabbi means 
“My teacher,” and indeed a Rabbi is 
a teacher and has become so much 
more. The Rabbi is the spiritual leader 
of the congregation, leading services, 
offi ciating life cycle events, visiting 
the sick, striving to help the members 
of a congregation feel connected, and 
so much more.
Plain Press: What values do Jews hold?
Rabbi Lader: The value of Tikkun 
Olam, repair of the world, is a very 
important Jewish value. Our world is 
in such need of repair; if each of us can 
help in our own way to make a positive 
difference, then we are engaging in 
helping to make our communities, our 
world, the best they can be. We have a 
responsibility to ourselves, to our people 
but, we also have a responsibility to 

continued on page 8continued on page 8

Inside the Bricks: My Changing Neighborhood Gordon Square
by Bruce Checefsky
 In the second season of Inside the 
Bricks: My Changing Neighborhood, 
reporter and podcast host Justin 
Glanville talked to his neighbors in 
the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood 
about gentrifi cation and the socially 
and economically diverse changes 
that come with it. With an infl ux 
of new housing construction to the 
area, despite a steady decline in the 
population of Cleveland, Glanville 
wanted to know if the process was 

irrevocable. Could neighborhoods 
retain their social, economic, and 
cultural history despite gentrifi cation? 
 The forum was at the Happy Dog on 
W. 58th and Detroit Avenue. Panelists 
included Ben Detrick, Chaundrea 
Simmons, and Raymond Bobgan. 
A second panel later in the evening 
included Jenny Spencer, Tania Meness, 
and Bradford Davy. (https://www.
ideastream.org/programs/sound-of-
ideas/inside-the-bricks-my-changing-
neighborhood-launches-this-week-

examining-the-detroit-shoreway)
 The Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood, home to more than 
17,000 people, with a crime rate 178% 
higher than the national average, 
includes Gordon Square Arts District, 
the hub of growth in west Cleveland. 
Other areas include Battery Park, the 
Franklin Boulevard-West Clinton 
Historic District, Eco Village, and 
the Lorain Avenue Antiques District. 
Detroit Shoreway also has one of the 
continued on page 5continued on page 5

Name change ordered for Second District 
Police Community Relations Committee
by Chuck Hoven
 At the November 8th meeting of the 
Second District Police Community 
Relations Committee, Second District 
Commander Thomas Stacho announced 
that the committee would be changing 
its name to the Second District Policing 
Committee. Several people present 
at the meeting objected to the name 
change. Commander Stacho said there 
wasn’t much choice in the matter. He 
said the name change was a directive 
from the Monitoring Committee that is 
part of the Consent Decree between the 
City of Cleveland and the United States 
Department of Justice.
 It was unclear if the name change 
would result in any difference in how 
the committee functions.
 The police community relations 
committees began in Cleveland’s police 
districts in the early 1980s. The initial 
model designed by Community Rela-
tions staffer Chuck Habjan involved 
residents selecting a representative in 
each zone car patrol area in each police 
district. Habjan designed the model 
based on best practices in other cities.
 The Second District Police Commu-
nity Relations Committee, under the 

leadership of Second District resident 
Sandy Gerena, fully embraced the idea. 
Members of the Second District Police 
Community Relations Committee were 
elected in each of the zone car patrol 
areas. Residents would go to their 
representative to relay any concerns 
about crime or tips for police. The 
elected member would then relay the 
information at the Second District Po-
lice Community Relations Committee 
meeting, and it would be passed on to 
the patrol cars in their zone.
 Michael McDonald, the Second Dis-
trict Community Relations Represen-
tative, says the original model was no 
longer being followed when he started 
working at the Community Relations 
Board in the year 2000.
 A resident commented that participa-
tion by the public at the meetings was 
down. There were about twenty people 
at the November 8th meeting. The res-
ident recalled past meetings with over 
eighty people present.
 Commander Stacho gave a report to 
the community which included some 
comments about a shooting that oc-
curred at a barbershop in Old Brooklyn 
continued on page 3continued on page 3
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Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
Our Neighborhood Churches Welcome You!Our Neighborhood Churches Welcome You!

Christmas Eve, Saturday, Dec. 24, 
4:30 p.m. (English) 10:00 p.m. (Bi-lingual)

Christmas Day, Sunday, Dec. 25,
9:00 a.m. (English) 11:00 a.m. (Polish)

New Years Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31, 4:30 p.m.
Solemnity of the Holy Mother of God,
New Years Day, Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023

9:00 a.m. (English) 11:00 a.m. (Polish)

St. Barbara Church  
1505 Denison Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio  44109
216 661-1191

  Merry Christmas!
  

  

                  PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd

and Detroit Avenue: This woman dons butterfl y like wings in memory of a friend or relative who has passed. 

ACTION
GREATER CLEVELAND CON-
GREGATIONS is sponsoring a Hear-
ing on Youth Bindovers on Tuesday 
December 6 at 7 p.m. Youth Bindovers 
are when children are tried in adult court 
and sent to adult jails. In Cuyahoga 
County this disproportionately impacts 
people of color, to a much greater 
degree than Columbus or Cincinnati. 
The OHPPC Coordinating Commit-
tee voted to support this hearing. 
One way to support the hearing is to 
attend online on Tuesday December 
6th at 7:00 p.m. Here is the link for 
registration: https://us06web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZEldeyuqj4vG-
9S95WV76F940ZS58XdpX6kR 

ARTS
QUIRE CLEVELAND performs 
Renaissance choral music on Friday 
December 2, at 8 p.m. at St. John Canti-
us Church in Tremont. Free Admission. 
Freewill offerings will be accepted.
WALKABOUT TREMONT: Friday, 
December 9th from 5-9 p.m.  Art, 
food, drinks, pop-up vendors, street 
performers. ExperienceTremont.com / 
#walkabouttremont.
SPACES OPEN CALL thru January 
19, 2023: Local, national, and inter-
national artists are invited to apply for 
inclusion in SPACES public program-
ming. SPACES hosts experimental 
projects through supported residencies 
and exhibitions. SPACES encourages 
projects that leverage the assets of 
Cleveland and Northeast Ohio, includ-
ing unique opportunities for display 
within the public realm. To apply visit: 
https://spacesgallery.submittable.com

CRIME ALERT
UPTICK IN THEFTS OF KEY 
START KIA AND HYUNDAI CARS 
manufactured before 2022. Cleveland 
Police have a limited number of steer-
ing wheel immobilizers to help prevent 
theft. For more information call 216-
623-5080. You can also reach out to the 
manufacturers for addition options on 
securing your vehicle: KIA: 1-800-333-
4542 or HYUNDAI: 1-800-633-5151.

continued on page 11continued on page 11
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                   PHOTO COURTESY BARNES WENDLING CPAs
November 15, 2022, Urban Community School, 4909 Lorain Avenue: (L-R) Art Teacher Molly Geib, students: Julian 
Mendez, Maise McPartland, and Ilinca Rodriguez, with Principal Nora French. 

Representative-elect to the Ohio House of Representatives shares agenda
To the Editor:
 When I decided to run for State 
Representative last January, the district 
maps were undecided and still being 
debated in Columbus. It appeared back 
then that there would be potentially 
four candidates, including myself, 
who would run in what was nominally 
considered to be House District 15. 

LETTER
 Over time, as various maps were 
proposed, the number was reduced 
to two candidates. Ultimately, the 
current map was decided by a federal 
court decision. My opponent withdrew 
from this race to run in another, then 
attempted to return, but was denied by 
the Ohio Supreme Court. Thereafter, a 
different write-in candidate fi led, and 
the election proceeded.

 My opponent was well funded 
and had substantial backing from his 
supporters. I ran the same way as I 
always have in my previous eight 
campaigns for elected offi ce, working 
hard, taking nothing for granted, visiting 
with as many residents as possible and 
making my case to help restore balance 
and bipartisanship in Columbus. My 
history in office over two decades 
reflects exactly that—finding ways 
to get things done for constituents by 
working with as many other offi cials 
as possible, regardless of political 
affiliation. I will continue with that 
same work ethic in the Ohio House of 
Representatives.
 Here are a few of the many issues 
that motivated me to run for this 
offi ce. There is more information on 
my website. I want to look at greater 
workforce development in the trades 
and other necessary skills.  Perhaps we 
can do this through more public/private 
partnership training programs. Many of 
these jobs go unfi lled, and not everyone 
wants a college degree. 
 The Homestead Exemption should 
be increased to help seniors, disabled 
veterans and other homeowners meet 
their property taxes and remain in 
their homes.  We have many senior or 
disabled homeowners in our district 
who are lower income and whose taxes 
spiked dramatically with the last county 
assessment increase. 
 We need to do more to support 
our police, our protection against 
chaos. Crime and drug abuse permeate 
every aspect of society. The state’s 
retraction several years ago of the Local 
Government Fund (originally created 
in the 1930’s with Ohio’s sales tax to 
help pay for operating expenses such 
as law enforcement), placed several 
local governments in tough fi nancial 

circumstances. I saw that fi rsthand as 
Mayor of Seven Hills. The Fund should 
be restored as promised back then. 
 Campaigning every day for eleven 
months in a district of 125,000 residents 
in seven cities and villages was hard 
work.  But I did it gladly because the 
stakes are so important. I acknowledge 
my opponent for helping me sharpen my 
message and stay focused on getting the 
job done. To my supporters, I say thank 
you and I will work hard to live up to 
your expectations, and to those who 
did not vote for me, please know that I 
hope to earn your support by working 
with everyone who will work with me 
for the benefi t of all the residents of 
District 15. 
 Now the real work begins, and I am 
ready to get started!
Richard Dell’Aquila
Ohio House Representative-Elect
District 15
website: rd4ohiohouse.com
email: rd4ohiohouse@gmail.com

Barnes Wendling CPAs supports art 
programs at Urban Community School

 Barnes Wendling CPAs, a Northeast 
Ohio accounting and business advisory 
fi rm, with offi ces in Cleveland, Shef-
fi eld Village and Sandusky, sponsored 
a Thanksgiving Art Contest for students 
in four Northern Ohio elementary 
schools, including Urban Community 
School on the Near West Side of Cleve-
land.
 Through the contest, now in its 22nd 
year, students in grades second, third 
and fourth receive awards and prizes 
for the best drawing. In addition, the 
fi rm donates $500 to each school’s art 
program.  
 “For over 20 years, this is a favorite 
tradition for us,” said Jeffrey Neuman, 
president at Barnes Wendling CPAs. 
“We are proud to support local ed-
ucators and creative students in the 
communities in which we reside.” 
 Artwork is hung throughout each of 
the fi rm’s offi ces and staff vote on the 
top three pieces.   

 Barnes Wendling CPAs hosted an 
award ceremony at each school to 
present the winning students with 
awards and prizes, including individual 
art supply kits and an ice cream party. 
The students are very excited at the 
assemblies to hear who the winners are, 
and the teachers are appreciative of the 
funding support for their programs.  
 On November 15th three students at 
Urban Community School, at 4909 Lo-
rain Avenue in Cleveland, were honored 
for their artwork: Ilinca Rodriguez took 
fi rst place, Julian Mendez took second 
place, and Maise McPartland took third 
place.  
 The winning artwork will be featured 
on the fi rm’s social media channels and 
on a Thanksgiving holiday card mailed 
to the fi rm’s clients.   
 Other participating schools include 
Norwalk Catholic School, Sandusky 
Central Catholic School, and Brookside 
Intermediate School in Sheffi eld Lake.

Elementary students participate in art 
contest; schools receive program funds

City of Cleveland hosts listings sessions on plans for downtown lakefront land bridge over Shoreway
by Erik Ault
 The City of Cleveland held a series 
of listening sessions regarding plans for 
the downtown lakefront. Members of 
City Hall and planers for Cleveland’s 
North Coast Connector gave presenta-

tions on four proposals and then asked 
attenders for feedback.
 Four possibilities were presented: No 
development; building a land bridge 
over the existing Shoreway; building 
the land bridge and converting the 

Shoreway to a city boulevard; or build-
ing the land bridge and removing the 
Shoreway altogether.
 The land bridge would be built 
behind City Hall and span from Mall 
C to E. 9th. It would go over the train 

tracks and give pedestrians wider access 
to Lake Erie. Other examples of land 
bridges include the High Street Cap in 
Columbus and the Gateway Arch Park 
in St. Louis.
 Engineers are currently conducting 

a feasibility study to determine which 
ideas are possible and the potential 
costs. Residents are encouraged to learn 
more and share their thoughts at www.
clevelandnorthcoast.com.

where fi ve people were shot, a warning 
about increased thefts of Kia and Hyun-
dai cars, and an invitation to community 
members to attend a free Thanksgiving 
dinner at Town Hall. Commander 
Stacho also noted that volunteers were 
needed for the Second District’s annual 
children’s Christmas party.  
 Commander Stacho said Kia had 
provided a limited number of steering 

wheel locks to the City of Cleveland. 
The wheel locks are designed to prevent 
theft of Kias. He said Kia owners in the 
City of Cleveland can call the Commu-
nity Relations Board at 623-5080 to 
obtain a wheel lock while supplies last. 
 One resident expressed concern 
about the safety of children living in 
the building that housed the barbershop 
in Old Brooklyn that was riddled with 
bullets. Commander Stacho said that 
prior to the shooting, there had been no 
calls for service at the building. He said 

that if there is concern for the safety of 
children or concern about children who 
have witnessed violence anybody can 
call Children and Family Services to 
seek help for the children. He also not-
ed that police are mandatory reporters 
when they observe children who may 
be endangered or have experienced 
trauma.
 Asked about a complaint of an offi cer 
at a block club meeting that a lot of the 
arrests made by offi cers don’t result in 
prosecution, Commander Stacho said 

he would have to know more about the 
specifi c types of arrests. He said that 
police don’t follow through on low level 
misdemeanor crimes. He said it is up 
to victims of those crimes to follow up 
with the City of Cleveland’s Prosecu-
tor’s offi ce. He said felony crimes go 
to the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor. 
For felony crimes there are two ways 
they can lead to prosecution. One is 
through a grand jury’s decision. Another 
is through what is called a True Bill—
an agreement between prosecutor and 
defense attorney that there is enough 
evidence to merit a charge.
 Erin Stone of the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor’s Offi ce followed up to add 
more insight on how charges in felony 
cases are handled by the County Pros-
ecutor. She related how sometimes the 
prosecutor’s offi ce needs more evidence 
on a suspect.
 Stone noted a case where a person 
suspected of robbing a deli on Storer 
Avenue and a Dollar General on Bellaire 
was under surveillance by Cleveland 
detectives. Police tried to pull the sus-
pect over at an intersection for a traffi c 
violation which led to a chase. The 
suspect crashed into a snow pile and was 
found with a stolen gun, ammunition, 
and marijuana prepared for sale. With 
this new evidence the Prosecutor’s 
offi ce was able to charge the suspect 
with several felonies – having a weapon 
under disability (while having a felony 
record) and receiving stolen property. 
Stone said the suspect was sentenced 
for eight years.
 Stone explained the two ways that 

felony charges can be made. One is for 
a grand jury to decide there is probable 
cause to bring charges. The second way 
is an informational charge. She said that 
results when the defense lawyer and the 
prosecutor, after seeing the information 
sent by the police detectives, agree 
that there is enough information for 
the suspect to be charged. Stone says 
informational charges often result in a 
plea deal.
 Stone described a meeting with 
a grand jury where the prosecutor 
interviews a police detective, and the 
detective describes the actions of the 
defendant that resulted in the arrest.
 Stone said that while grand juries can 
decide if a cases merit looking at, she 
said the grand jury is just charged with 
fi nding “reasonable suspicion” that a 
crime was committed. The prosecutor, 
on the other hand, must prove to a 
judge or jury that the person is guilty 
“beyond a reasonable doubt.”  She said 
sometimes cases are dismissed because 
they don’t merit going to trial.
 Stone says at times cases need to 
be sent back to detectives so they can 
gather more information. Sometimes 
an unknown witness is uncovered that 
exonerates the defendant. She also 
said a new self-defense law in Ohio 
has resulted in defendants’ cases being 
dismissed.
 Stone said she did not know what 
percentage of felony cases brought to 
grand juries resulted in charges and 
prosecution. Stone said she would try 
to see if that data was available and get 
it to the Plain Press.
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3600 Franklin Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44113

216-651-1600

Proudly serving the Ohio City community
featuring:

• Private Rehabilitation Suites
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Short-Term Rehabilitation Services
• Complex Wound Care
• Hospice Care
• Respite Stays

www.lhshealth.com
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                  PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd

and Detroit Avenue: This woman dons a traditional Aztec headdress during the Día de Muertos parade.

City Club panel discusses Participatory 
Budgeting Cleveland (PB CLE) proposal
by Bruce Checefsky
 Several dozen people packed into the 
Happy Dog on Detroit Avenue in the 
Gordon Square District on November 
2nd for the City Club of Cleveland 
panel on participatory budgeting (PB 
CLE). The atmosphere was festive and 
optimistic. Erika Anthony, Co-Founder 
and Executive Director of Cleveland 
VOTES, hosted the panel discussion.
 Panelists included Stephanie D. 
Howse, Ward 7 Councilwoman, 
Cleveland City Council; Michelle 
B. Jackson, Freelance Writer and 
Community Organizer, Participatory 
Budgeting CLE; and Kenny Medrano, 
Former Director, Participatory 
Budgeting, District 26, New York City. 
 A participatory budget (PB) is 
an innovative policy-making tool 
involving citizens in spending 
municipal funds. Participatory 
institutions aim to enhance 
governance, information sharing, 

and the responsiveness of political 
agents to citizens, leading to fi scal 
accountability and effi ciency.
 PB started in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in 
1989, as an anti-poverty measure that 
helped reduce child mortality. Since 
then, PB has spread to over 7,000 cities 
worldwide and has been used to decide 
budgets from states, counties, cities, 
housing authorities, schools, and other 
institutions. The New York Times 
calls PB revolutionary civics in action 
by deepening democracy, building 
stronger communities, and creating a 
more equitable distribution of public 
resources.
 Although PB holds a great deal of 
promise, there are limitations to the 
process, including limited participation 
of the marginalized. Some residents, 
especially the very poor, fi nd 
participation diffi cult given the time 
and resource commitments required.
continued on page 9continued on page 9

highest eviction rates in the city and, 
coincidentally, the fastest-growing real 
estate market in Cleveland.
 Craig Hoffman and Allen Harris, 
residents of Ohio City, were in 
the audience waiting for the panel 
discussion to begin. Hoffman 
expressed concern about affordability 
and housing. Harris echoed his 
concerns.
 “I worry about keeping the rich 
texture of the neighborhood without 
losing the people that I know and 
love because they cannot afford the 
rising costs of real estate taxes,” Harris 
said just minutes before the panel 
discussion began.
 The Urban Displacement Project, 
a research and policy group at the 
University of California Berkeley 
defi nes gentrifi cation as a process 
of neighborhood transformation 
that includes an economic shift in a 
historically disinvested neighborhood 
through real estate investment and new 
higher-income residents moving in. 
Demographic change also occurs in 
the education level or racial make-up 
of residents.
 Some urban studies experts argue 
that the decline in American cities is 
not the gentrifying neighborhoods 
but exclusion, segregation, and 
concentrated poverty. Areas with a high 
concentration of African Americans 
and people of color do not gentrify due 
to racist and classist policies and lack 
of investment.
 Glanville asked Bobgan, the 
Executive Artistic Director of the 
Cleveland Public Theater since 2006, 
to describe the shift in the Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood population in 
recent years.
 “I used to walk to work from W. 76th 
and Colgate, a scary walk passing by 
boarded-up buildings and people going 
about their business without saying 
hello, and then it suddenly changed,” 
he said. “People were looking up and 
saying hello.”
 Chaundrea Simmons moved to 
the Detroit Shoreway neighborhood 
in 2019. She owns Shea Culinary 
Services offering restaurant-quality 
vegan food to people in their homes 
and at private events. She could not 
have imagined that her business would 
thrive, but it has grown. Aesthetically, 
gentrifi cation in the neighborhood has 
been dull and lifeless.
 “I am tired of the gentrifi cation grey 

palette used by developers in new 
construction. I see it everywhere,” said 
Simmons.
 Bobgan agreed, adding that 
restrictions on building perseveration 
and guidelines limit what opportunities 
people can seek for a more colorful 
neighborhood. He said preservation 
is about a predominately European 
immigration past. “Is that what we 
want?” he asked.
 A recent University of Vancouver 
study shows that displacement, 
erasure of ties, and gentrifi cation in 
historically working-class and low-
income neighborhoods undermine 
political equity in the local economy. 
Low-income residents and vulnerable 
populations face an uncertain future. 
Planning and policymakers need to 
expand efforts to expose histories 
erased to pave the way for gentrifi cation 
and displacement and understand what 
it means to live in a neighborhood with 
a distinct identity.
 Bobgan said artists in Gordon 
Square, the cultural district of the 
Detroit Shoreway neighborhood, 
worked hard to live there. But their 
history has been erased.
 “James Levin, the founder of 
Cleveland Public Theater, has been 
virtually erased from the history of 

Gordon Square,” Bobgan said. “We 
have to invest in the arts to keep its 
authenticity.”
 Ben Detrick grew up in the suburbs 
and attended the University of Akron. 
He lived in Medina before moving to 
the Detroit Shoreway after looking 
in Tremont and Ohio City for an 
urban lifestyle with walking and 
bike access to downtown. It was the 
right decision for him back then, but 
the neighborhood has changed since 
moving in.
 “I am surprised by what is happening 
with development. If my rent increases 
to market rate, which it might, I cannot 
afford to live here anymore,” Detrick 
said.
 The second panelists included Ward 
15 Cleveland Councilperson Jenny 
Spencer, Tania Meness, President 
and CEO at Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress, and Bradford Davy, Chief 
Strategy Offi cer at The City of 
Cleveland.
 Glanville asked the panelists 
whether the Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood was still a diverse place 
where people from various socio-
economic backgrounds felt safe or 
has the tide shifted. Councilperson 
Spencer was the fi rst to reply.
 “When I look out at the audience 
tonight, it looks somewhat like our 
neighborhood but not totally,” she said. 

“It does not refl ect the diversity of who 
we are, and part of understanding that 
problem is asking whether, or not we 
know our neighbors. Unlike building 
affordable housing and renovation, 
which is expensive, it takes very little 
to build a neighborhood where people 
know each other.”
 Spencer said the area near W 71 
and Franklin Avenue represents a 
wealth of diversity, from social and 
economic, income and age, to a wide 
range of religious diversity, and is 
a model neighborhood for the City 
of Cleveland. Residents look out for 
each other, she said. “Word gets out 
in the community when a kid in the 
neighborhood is looking for a job. The 
network elevates that need. A solution 
comes from within,” said Spencer.
 Chief Offi cer Davy recently 
moved into the neighborhood with 
his family. It was an easy decision 
for him. Purchasing a house for the 
fi rst time, he felt at home when the 
neighbors welcomed them. Meness 
expressed a similar familiarity and 
said residents need to work with 
their local Community Development 
Corporations (CDC) to support 

equitable revitalization.
 “Equitable revitalization brings in 
new development and income taxes 
to repair roads. We do not have to 
lose what makes a neighborhood 
interesting,” said Meness.
 Simmons returned to the microphone 
during the question-and-answer portion 
of the program to express her concern 
about revitalizing the neighborhood 
through market strategies that include 
building new condominiums and 
townhouses, apartment buildings, 
and general gentrifi cation of existing 
properties and businesses.
 “There are a bunch of people in this 
room that are not my color. They do 
not look like me,” she said. “I want 
you to know that people who look 
like me do not have the time to see if 
revitalization works because we are 
too busy being moved and displaced 
from our homes.”
 Simmons asked for safer streets, not 
repairing the roads. “We need quality 
education, not pretty houses. We have 
to stop people from getting shot and 
killed in our neighborhoods. The fact 
that no one is talking about it tonight is 
an issue.” 

INSIDE THE BRICKSINSIDE THE BRICKS
continued from page onecontinued from page one
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          PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The 
Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd and Detroit Avenue: A woman displays 
her decorative dress as she joins in the Día de Muertos parade through the 
neighborhood.
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Northeast Ohioans for Budget Legislation Equality 
prepares to lobby for its State of Ohio budget priorities
by Chuck Hoven
 The State of Ohio must complete its 
next two-year budget by June 30th of 
2023. The budget will govern State of 
Ohio spending from July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2025. 
 Hoping to infl uence State of Ohio 
lawmakers in the decision-making 
process leading up to the formation of 
a budget for fi scal years 2024-2025, 
Northeast Ohioans for Budget Legisla-
tion Equality (NOBLE) held their 2022 
Platform meeting on November 12th at 
Ohio City Incorporated Offi ce on Lorain 
Avenue.
 Co-chairs Diana King and Diane 
Howard asked each of the twenty peo-
ple, in attendance at the meeting or tun-
ing in online, to introduce themselves as 
they prepared to set priorities in several 
categories related to the budget of the 
State of Ohio.

History
 Before those in attendance broke into 
groups to come up with NOBLE’s list 
of priorities, Gail Long shared some of 
the history of NOBLE, Zach Schiller 
gave an overview of the State of Ohio 
budget, Larry Bresler gave an overview 
of the State of Ohio budget process, and 
Brittney Madison reviewed the NOBLE 
report card on the State of Ohio’s current 
two-year budget for fi scal years 2022-
2023.
 Gail Long, a member of NOBLE 
since its inception, said the group began 
under the name Advocates for Budget 
Legislation Equality (ABLE) in 2003 in 
response to word on the street that then 
Ohio Governor Robert Taft would be 
proposing a budget that would decimate 
funding for health and human services. 
Long, the former Executive Director of 
Merrick House, said three organizations 
were initially involved in providing 
organizers to help create ABLE—May 
Dugan Center, Merrick House, and Or-
ganize Ohio. Other organizations from 
throughout the City of Cleveland soon 
joined the effort. The idea she said was 
that people who benefi ted from State of 
Ohio funded services could get involved 
in advocating for funding for those 
services.
 Organizing to infl uence the budget 
process resulted in 29 buses and 1,500 
people coming from Cleveland to lobby 
the state legislature and 5,000 people 
statewide joining in the total effort. 
Long said it was an exciting event as 
people told their stories directly to Ohio 
legislators of the importance of State of 
Ohio funded programs to themselves 
and their family members.
 Long says it was important for mem-
bers of the Ohio House and Ohio Senate 
to hear directly from citizens, taxpayers, 
and recipients of services and because 
of their testimony the cuts to health and 
human service programs were not made.
 Long says the number of organizers 
working for NOBLE has shrunk and of 
the three organizations that helped to 
start the group, only Organize Ohio is 
still involved. Today NOBLE has two 

full time organizers and some interns 
from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity. “Mostly it is people who receive 
services who make this work and get 
the message out,” said Long.
 Long noted NOBLE has had some 
wins over the years. “We wouldn’t have 
had any wins if not for the testimony of 
those who receive services,” she said.

State of Ohio Revenue
and Expenditures

 Zach Schiller of Policy Matters Ohio 
gave an overview of what the State of 
Ohio spends money on and where the 
money comes from.
 Schiller said that when you include 
Federal dollars, Medicaid receives the 
most funding and Kindergarten to Grade 
12 (K-12) education is second. If you 
count only State of Ohio tax dollars, 
K-12 education is the largest allocation 
with Medicaid coming in second. Schil-
ler showed the group a pie chart which 
showed the group the relative amount of 
funding received by other Ohio funded 
programs like Human Services, Higher 
Education, Prisons, and the Department 
of Youth Services.
 Schiller said the State of Ohio’s 
largest source of income is the Sales 
Tax, with the State Income Tax being 
the second highest source of income. 
The third highest source of income for 
the State of Ohio is the Commercial 
Activities Tax.
 When tracking State spending over 
time since 2007, Schiller says while the 
dollar amounts allocated to Human Ser-
vices have increased, they have barely 
gone up when accounting for infl ation.
 Schiller said the State of Ohio’s 
fi nancial condition is the best in many 
years. He said the rainy-day fund is full, 
income taxes are better than anticipated. 
He noted that the Federal Government 
stabilized the State’s economy through 
the CARES Act, stimulus checks, and 
increases in Medicaid and unemploy-
ment insurance so the State did not 
experience the decline in revenue it 
expected. Thus, Schiller said, “We are 
in position now to improve things, not 
just keep what we have.”

Legislative Process
 Organize Ohio Executive Director 
Larry Bresler said NOBLE will have 
people directly impacted by the State of 
Ohio budget testifying before the State 
legislature thru June of next year. “We 
provide the human stories,” he said.
 Bresler explained that Governor 
Mike DeWine will introduce his pro-
posed budget on February 2nd. Using a 
diagram on the State Budget process, 
Bresler explained the steps in the budget 
process.
 The Ohio House upon receiving the 
Governor’s budget will then refer it 
to the House Finance Committee. In 
turn the Finance Committee will refer 
the bill to various subcommittees for 
review and specifi c proposals. Some-
time in April the bill comes back to the 
Finance Committee which then makes 
amendments to the bill and submits it to 
the entire Ohio House. There additional 
amendments will be made before the 
Ohio House votes to pass the bill.
 The budget bill then goes to the Ohio 
Senate sometime in late April. The Sen-
ate refers the bill to the Senate Finance 
Committee. The Finance Committee 
refers the bill to various subcommittees 
for review. In mid-May the Senate Fi-
nance Committee votes and sends bill 
to the entire Senate. In early June the 

Senate votes and passes the bill.
 In mid-June a House-Senate Recon-
ciliation Committee is appointed. Two 
members of the majority party and one 
member from the minority party from 
the House and Senate are appointed 
to the committee and work to come 
up with a fi nal budget. Near the end 
of June, the reconciled budget will be 
sent to the House and Senate for fi nal 
approval. The fi nal bill is then sent to 
the Governor for to be signed by the end 
of June. The Governor has the option 
to use a line item vetoes to strike items 
from the bill. A three fi fths majority is 
needed to override a governor’s veto.
Review of 22-23 State Budget
 NOBLE Organizer Brittney Mad-
ison went over NOBLE’s report card 
for the last State of Ohio Budget. The 
report card lists proposals by NOBLE, 
and what was actually included in the 
State of Ohio’s 22-23 State Budget. It 
graded the State of Ohio’s funding of 
each category from A to F. Categories 
included Revenue (Grade F), Medicaid 
(Grade A-), Kinship Care (Grade D-), 
Education (Grade B/C),  Child care 
(Grade B-), Care for Older Populations 
and People with Disabilities (Grade 
C+), Food Assistance (Grade C), Local 
Government Fund (Grade D), Housing 
(Grade F), and Public Transportation 
(Grade C).
 Madison went over several concerns 
concerning the upcoming State Budget. 
She noted that the Medicaid expansion 
that resulted from the COVID public 
health emergency is likely to expire 
on January 11th 2023. This means that 
roughly 900,000 Medicaid recipients 
will be asked to reapply for benefi ts. 
Brittney said last year NOBLE proposed 
to maintain Medicaid eligibility for 
those at 138% of the federal poverty line 
without work requirements to qualify 
for the benefi t.
 Will Petrik of Policy Matters Ohio 
said the State of Ohio did expand 
post-partum Medicaid coverage from 
sixty days to one year after pregnancy.
 For Kinship care (relatives taking 
care of children when parents cannot) 
last year NOBLE proposed that Kinship 
care providers receive the same funding 
as foster parents.
 In the area of K-12 education, NO-
BLE’s position last year called for a 
new funding formula to address the re-
quirements of the Ohio Supreme Court 
rulings in the DeRolph case.
 In the case of Childcare, Madison 
said in the last budget NOBLE recom-
mended eligibility be given to parents 
earning up to 200% of the federal pov-
erty level. The State funded childcare 
up to parents earning up to 150% of the 
federal poverty level.
 Under Transportation, NOBLE 
proposed $150 million in state funding 
for public transportation. The State 
provided $70 million for public transit.

Priorities for 2024-2025 
State Budget

 Following the analysis of the previ-
ous budget, NOBLE members broke 
into groups to determine their priorities 
for the upcoming state budget.
 The four groups examined the fol-
lowing topics: Revenue; Food/Hous-
ing/PRC/Family Support; Childcare, 
Healthcare/Mental Healthcare/Treat-
ment; and Senior & Disability Services/
Transit/Education.

Revenue
 The group that looked at Revenue 
called for creation of a Universal Basic 
Income, a refundable Earned Income 
Tax Credit, a Child tax credit, and 
funds to sustain the livelihoods of crime 
victims and injured workers. The group 
called for ending the loophole that gives 
a tax break to Limited Liability Corpo-
rations (LLCs). It called for protecting 
the Municipal Income Tax of cities by 
continuing to base income tax on where 
the business of the employer is located. 
It called for defeating any income tax 

continued on page 7continued on page 7
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1Actual monthly payment for above example is based on 252 month term and is $16.09 at a fixed APR of 2.99%. Rates 

effective as of 8/26/21 and are subject to change. 2Fixed APR is 2.99%. Homeowners insurance required. Flood insurance 

required, if applicable. Maximum LTV 85%. Minimum loan amount $1,000. Maximum loan amount $9,900. 21-year term. 

A Third Federal Home Repair Loan is available as a first or second lien on owner-occupied primary residences and can be 

the only HELOC on your property. $0 annual fee and $10 minimum monthly payment. Must originate loan to get gift card. 

Borrowers must meet certain income, geographic and other requirements to qualify. Product features subject to change 

without notice. ©2021 Third Federal.

Does your home need a new roof? What about new 

carpeting, windows, washer and dryer, or air conditioning? 

With Third Federal’s Fixer Upper Home Repair Loan, you 

can do just that! At 2.99% APR, this rate is much lower 

than loans from other lenders.
2

  And, unlike many lenders, 

2.99% APR is fixed for the life of your loan.

APPLIANCES?new LANDSCAPING?new PAINT?new

or or

•  No hidden fees.

•  No upfront costs whatsoever.

•  The fixed rate of 2.99% is not an 

introductory or teaser rate—

it’s good for the life of your loan.

•  No minimum draw—borrow as much 

or as little as you want!

Want to improve your home? 
Borrow $3,000 

and pay only $16 per month!
1

  

And we didn’t stop there. With the Third Federal Fixer Upper Loan:

Get a
$100 Prepaid

Gift Card

                  PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd

and Detroit Avenue: Young women march in traditional Aztec dress in honor their ancestors.
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Get free help to fi nd an Affordable 
Care Act health insurance plan
 If you are not eligible for Medicaid 
and do not have health insurance, you 
may qualify for coverage under the 
Affordable Care Act.
 Find out if you qualify today by 
visiting https://www.healthcare.gov/
glossary/federal-poverty-level-fpl/.
 Marketplace health care insurance 
enrollment began November 1st.  You 
have till December 15th to sign up for 
health care coverage starting on January 
1st, 2022. 
 Open enrollment will continue until 
January 15th, 2023. 
 FYI There is extra financial help 
this year because of the American 
Rescue Plan.  Even people with higher 
incomes are getting assistance. Help 
with premiums is available even above 
400% of the federal poverty limit (FPL) 
and help with cost sharing (copays and 
coinsurance) is available up to 250% of 
the federal poverty limit.  
 You can enroll today at HealthCare.

gov or visit CuidadoDeSalud.gov!
 Additionally, there is free assistance 
available!
 Our friends at UHCAN Ohio can help 
you!  Contact them today to get more 
information about insurance plans and 
fi nd out what you can afford.  
 Set up an appointment with Jerrod 
of Molly. Contact Jerrod Shakir at 
216-440-5735 or jshakir@uhcanohio.
org or Molly Nagin at 216-440-4975 or 
mnagin@uhcanohio.org, during normal 
business hours.
 Or you can Schedule an appointment 
online at https://younginvincibles.org/
open-enrollment/.
 Appointments are available in person 
and virtual. Spanish and Somali speak-
ing assistance is also available!
 You can email Brittney Madison 
with Northern Ohioans for Budget 
Legislation Equality with additional 
questions, comments, and concerns at 
ohiobudgetequality@gmail.com.

cuts & making the wealthy pay their fair 
share of taxes. The group called upon 
the State of Ohio to hire more wage theft 
investigators to go after employers who 
violate the minimum wage and overtime 
laws.

Food, Housing & PRC
 The group that looked at State of 
Ohio funding for food programs, hous-
ing programs, Prevention Retention and 
Contingency (PRC) program funding 
and family support set a number of pri-
orities. The group called for promoting 
a healthy homes initiative which would 
address problems such as mold, lead, 
and other environmental problems in a 
major way throughout the State of Ohio.
 Another recommendation from this 
group was to increase funding for 
Kinship Care to be equivalent to funds 
received for Foster Care.
 The group proposed an increase in 
monthly cash assistance for families 
in the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program and making 
additional funds available for emergen-
cies through the Prevention, Retention 
and Contingency (PRC) Program.

Childcare, Healthcare, 
Mental Healthcare 

& Treatment programs
 The Childcare, Healthcare, Mental 
Healthcare and Treatment group called 
for a number of increases in services. 
They called for an increasing the eligi-
bility for a childcare subsidy to 300% 
of the federal poverty level ($69,090 a 
year for a family of three.) The group 
also called for more funds to subsidize 
day care providers and help increase the 

pay levels of day care teachers.
 Other recommendations from this 
group included continuing Medicaid ex-
pansion for single individuals at 138% 
of the federal poverty level ($18,754 
per year) and keeping existing Medicaid 
coverage for families for discretionary 
services such as dental, eye care, men-
tal health and drug addiction services. 
The group also recommended that the 
State provide funds for social workers 
to accompany police on mental health 
emergencies or for social workers to 
respond to 988 calls.
 The group called for increasing the 
eligibility level for the State Child 
Health Insurance Program (for families 
with children whose income is too high 
to qualify for Medicaid) to 300% of the 
federal poverty level. They called for 
an increase in funds to programs that 
work to prevent infant mortality. The 
group also called for increased funding 
for prevention programs for all envi-
ronmental problems leading to health 
problems – including mold, mercury, 
lead and indoor and outdoor pollution.
 Other priorities recommended by 
the group were coverage of mental 
health services for youths ages 18-30; 
increased funding for school psychol-
ogists and counselors for both Kinder-
garten to grade 12 schools and colleges. 
The group also called for increasing 
the use of diversion centers for both 
individuals committing misdemeanors 
and individuals committing felonies. 
The group called for the opening of 
more community mental health trauma 
centers.
Senior & Disability Services/ 

Transit/Education
 This group called for a dedicated 
line item in the budget for paratransit, 

Increased funding for 
free rides and decreas-
ing the use of contrac-
tors. It also called for 
pilot paratransit pro-
grams for rural parts 
of the state.
 Another priority 
was to secure funding 
for extracurricular lit-
eracy programs.
 The group also 
called for matching 
funds to help with 
retrofitting Ameri-
cans with Disabilities 
Act compliant public 
spaces and funds for 
homeowners with dis-
abilities and families 
with children with dis-
abilities to help make 
their homes accessi-
ble.

Lobbying the 
Legislature

 N O B L E  u r g e d 
members to begin 
to recruit people to 
participate in lobby-
ing the legislature for 
State of Ohio funding 
for the above priori-
ties in the fi rst have 
of 2023 as the bud-
get for the next two 
fiscal years is being 
prepared. Organize 
Ohio Executive Di-
rector Larry Bresler 
said transportation to 
Columbus would be 
made available to all 
who need it.

STATE BUDGETSTATE BUDGET
continued from page 6continued from page 6

How residents fought – and won – the battle for a slower Franklin Boulevard
by Xavier Yozwiak, The Land

The fi rst phase of the construction of 
seven traffi c circles along a busy west 
side boulevard recently fi nished. Frank-
lin Boulevard residents have been con-
cerned for over a decade about speeding 
and reckless driving on the street, 
particularly the portion which runs from 
W. 25th St. to W. 85th St. through the 
Ohio City and Detroit Shoreway neigh-
borhoods. The City of Cleveland’s new 
design for the street, with traffi c circles 
and other changes, is aimed at slowing 
down traffi c and making it safer for 
pedestrians. The fi rst phase addressed 
Franklin Blvd. from W. 85th to W. 50th, 
and the second phase will address the 
W. 50th to W. 25th section. Community 
input has been a driving force spurring and 
shaping these changes, starting before the 
Franklin Boulevard Rehabilitation Project 
began in 2018 and remaining strong even as 
the project approaches its 2023 completion.

“Harrowing” conditions
along Franklin Boulevard

 In 2010, a 3-year-old child was hit by a 
driver at the intersection of Franklin and 
West 38th Street and later died from the 
injuries. Franklin Boulevard’s injury/fatal 
crash rate was “higher than most similar 
roadways in the surrounding neighborhoods, 
and certain segments of Franklin Blvd. have 
experienced particularly high overall crash 
rates and injury/fatal crash rates,” according 
to research prepared by the Northeast Ohio 
Area Coordinating Agency (NOACA), a 
multimodal transportation planning agency 
that serves fi ve counties in Northeast Ohio. 
Between 2012 and 2016, 75 out of 258 
vehicle crashes along Franklin Boulevard 
resulted in injuries.
 “To get out of our driveway was harrow-
ing,” recalled Jamye Jamison, who was one 
of the residents on the stakeholder committee 
for the project. Jamison said that the speed 
and poor visibility of Franklin made getting 
out of her driveway dangerous. “I had so 
many near misses,” she said.

 The speed limit on Franklin – 35 miles 
per hour – is too high, residents said. Near-
by roads, like Madison Avenue and Detroit 
Avenue, each have a lower speed limit of 
25 miles per hour and more traffi c lights. 
As a result, Franklin Boulevard is used as a 
“thoroughfare,” former 
resident Michael Hude-
cek said in an interview. 
Complaints climaxed 
in 2017, when one vig-
ilante resident put up 
homemade signs that 
set the speed limit along 
Franklin Boulevard at 25 
miles per hour. 

ODOT rules
create challenges

 The speed limit could 
not be changed along 
Franklin because of rules 
set at the state level. 
Speed limits, per the 
Ohio Revised Code, are 
set by the Ohio Depart-

ment of Transportation (ODOT), said city 
of Cleveland engineer Eva Vargas, who had 
a secondary engineering role on the project. 
 The rules set by ODOT said that traffi c 
fi rst had to be slowed along Franklin before 
the speed limit could be lowered, Vargas 

further explained. “The city reached out to 
ODOT about lowering the speeds. And at that 
time [ODOT] had a system in place where 
you set the speeds, they do a speed study, and 
based on the results they set the speed. And 

continued on page 9continued on page 9



  8 Plain Press • December  2022

                   PHOTO BY ERIK AULT
Friday, November 4, 2022; Beth Israel - The West Temple in West Park: Rabbi Enid C. Lader opening the curtain to 
the Torah ark, which houses the Sefer Torahs when not in use. Adorning the ark is the Ten Commandments in Hebrew. 
When facing the Torah ark, worshippers are also facing the same direction as Jerusalem.

others. We should not put it off but see 
the immediacy of their need.
Plain Press: What is the Jewish view 
of the Bible?
Rabbi Lader: Traditionally, the fi rst 
fi ve books of the Bible, the Torah, is 
seen as God given. And traditional 
Jews see the Torah, the Bible and the 
Jewish texts after the Talmud as coming 
directly from God. The more liberal way 
of understanding (there are actually dif-
ferent ways of understanding the divine 
nature of the text) is that it’s a received 
text from different traditions, from 
different story-telling, and it comes 
together in a way that informs us and 
serves as a blueprint of how to act and 
how not to act. It’s also a snapshot of 
life at a certain point in time. 
 With that in mind, we come to the text 
with the ability to make interpretations, 
to be able to read between the lines, 
which is called midrash, and to think 
about who these people are that are 
being spoken about and written about 
and how they behave and how that can 
inform our lives. There are many things 
in the Bible that refl ect, as I mentioned, 
a certain point in time. And as time has 
gone on, how we’ve come to understand 
the role of women, and the role of 
the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Queer) community has 
taken on new understandings in light of 
Biblical and rabbinic teachings in a way 
that is tremendously accepting. That is 
certainly at the liberal end of Jewish 
practice, but that is still Jewish practice.
Plain Press: Tell us about Jewish holi-
days. I’m sure there’s a lot.
Rabbi Lader: So, we have a Jewish 
calendar. In the fall is when we celebrate 
our new year. And this year we celebrat-
ed 5,783. Traditionally, that is from the 
fi rst day of creation. We certainly un-
derstand that creation happened many, 
many millions of years before that. But 
it gives us a beginning to think about. 
So, the new year is Rosh Hashanah 
and then ten days later, Yom Kippur is 
a time for introspection, self-refl ection 
on our behavior and the things that we 
did, the things that we could have done 
better, the things that we didn’t do over 
the past year- to really come to create a 
clean slate for ourselves so that we can 
step forward into the new year, and to 
be as good as we can be, knowing that 
we are human beings and that we do 
make mistakes.
 We celebrate Sukkot which is a fall 
harvest festival and, then, Hanukkah 
which celebrates light in the middle 
of winter, usually. It’s the festival of 
bringing light into dark times into the 
world and celebrating the victory of 
a small band of people over a very 

large army. It comes to be translated as 
celebrating the power of a few people 
who are committed to make change in 
the world. Celebrating the new year of 
trees in the middle of winter, which for 
us is the middle of winter, in Israel it’s 
like the springtime.
 We celebrate Purim from the book of 
Esther in the Bible. Again, the power of 
an individual to speak up on behalf of 
her people to make positive change. And 
the Festival of Freedom and the Festival 
of Matzot in Passover in the spring. And 
then 50 days later, standing at Sinai for 
Shavuot and celebrating the receiving of 
the Ten Commandments, the receiving 
of Torah, and becoming a people with 
a covenant with God to be the best that 
we can be and to be supported as we are 
making our way through our lives.
 And in the summertime, in the heat 
of the summer in August, we recall the 
destruction of the temple at Tisha B’Av. 
The fi rst temple was destroyed in 586 
BCE. The second temple was destroyed 
in 80 CE. As time has gone on, the date 
of the ninth of Tisha B’Av in Hebrew 
has been connected with the very awful 
things that have happened in Jewish 
history: the expulsion from Spain, the 
pogroms, the Crusades- very diffi cult 
times. Our rabbi emeritus, Rabbi Lettof-
sky, said you could look at the calendar 
and commemorate each day something 
awful happening. And yet we put it all 
together on this one day of the year.
 As well, in the spring after Passover, 
we have come to celebrate Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day, as well as commemorate 
the Shoah (the Holocaust). It’s a very 
full year with Shabbat every week.
Plain Press: How did the Jewish people 
come to Cleveland?
Rabbi Lader: In the late 1800s, there 
was a group of Jews from Bavaria that 
made their way to Cleveland. Basically, 
the fi rst Jewish place of settlement was 
west of the Cuyahoga River. The west 
side was the first. There are Jewish 
cemeteries on this side of town with 
dates that go back quite far. As time 
went on, the Jews moved to the east 
side, but there were some Jews that still 
stayed west. Cleveland, at one point 
in time, was a center of fabric making 
and clothing production. So, there were 
many factories that were actually owned 
by Jewish owners on this side of town. 
More Jews went east, but there were still 
some Jews on the west side.
 Our congregation began in 1954 with 
the head of the NASA Lewis research 
center at the time, Abe Silverstein- who 
was Jewish- got together his Jewish en-
gineers and scientists who lived on this 
side of town and said, “We need to form 
a congregation so that we don’t have to 
schlep our kids over to the east side for 

bar mitzvah lessons.” And they did. Be-
fore that time, there was a Conservative 
congregation on this side of town, but 
Silverstein wanted a Reform - a more 
liberal- congregation. They created Beth 
Israel- the West Temple. In the next 
couple of years, the west side Jewish 
center that was building this building, 
the Conservative congregation, had 
built the building, but they didn’t have 
enough money to continue. It was going 
to be sold. Meanwhile, we were looking 
for a building. So, the two congregations 
came together and became Beth Israel, 
the West Temple, as a Reform congre-
gation. And, continued on from there.
Plain Press: That basically addresses 
my next question- Why is the West 
Temple the only one on the west side?
Rabbi Lader: It does explain that, 
but I’ve often wondered that myself. 
There have been attempts to start other 
congregations on the west side, but they 
didn’t last very long. There is a Chabad 
presence in Westlake and a community 
center in Lakewood on Madison, but 
they are separate from us. For people 
who are not Jewish or are interested in 
Judaism, people who are on a journey, 
we welcome them. They are not mem-
bers of our congregation at the time, but 
as they go through conversion, they are 
welcomed as members.
Plain Press: Why do you think you 
are the only temple left in Cleveland, 
including even the east side?
Rabbi Lader: Well, we made for our-
selves the opportunity to build a bigger 
building, all on one fl oor, it was air 
conditioned. It was going to be in North 
Olmsted. We had community partners 
who were going to help us make that 
happen. One by one, the community 
partners stepped back. So, we’re left 
holding the property. It was property 
that needed to be developed from 
scratch. It was just land, which is very 
expensive to develop. We couldn’t do it 
by ourselves. We made the decision to 
take the monies that we had and make 
the improvements to our own building 
that would be necessary in order to 
make it as accessible and comfortable 
as possible.
Plain Press: So, you tried leaving 
Cleveland?
Rabbi Lader: We tried!
President Wright: It’s kind of inter-
esting because the settlement pattern 
of the east side as Jews went from near 
downtown, like Liberty Hill Baptist 
Church was a Jewish congregation and 
many others.  As they moved farther east 
and south to Solon and other areas, like 
Pepper Pike and Lyndhurst,  the settle-
ment patterns on the west side kind of 
ends here. Or you can move to Lorain 
or Sandusky or Elyria. But that’s not a 
typical pattern. People tend to stay in the 
west side area, which is more of a hub 
rather than a spoke. It’s an accident of 

history in a lot of ways that we’re here.
 Now that we’re the last temple in 
Cleveland we feel that having a pres-
ence within the city is kind of special. 
There’s kind of a Jewish joke - There 
are three types of Jewish temples: one 
I belong to, and two I would never step 
foot into. Because there’s no central au-
thority in Judaism, people dialog about 
who is Jewish, and how to be Jewish is 
a very rich conversation.
 Because Judaism was an oral tradi-
tion originally, things weren’t written 
down - the idea of repeating things and 
hearing things, like reciting the Torah 
over the calendar year in a prescribed 
way. It’s a lunar calendar which can 
be confusing and dates change. But 
because of this oral tradition the idea of 
interpreting and understanding makes 
for a very rich environment. There are 
people who just don’t agree because 
they have a different interpretation. 
We feel that by being a Reform or very 
open congregation within the city of 
Cleveland, we’re very welcoming to a 
very broad spectrum of Jews. We’ve had 
leadership from various backgrounds. 
We had six years of having rabbinical 
students as our rabbis, we’ve had a 
Conservative rabbi lead us, then Rabbi 
Lader who went to a pluralistic environ-
ment for her training. So, we occupy a 
really unique position in Cleveland.
 It’s also interesting because Jews are 
very much a minority on the west side, 
but Jews who move here from New 
Jersey for instance, they look at Ohio 
City or Solon or Lakewood. They don’t 
necessarily say, “Well I have to live in 
Beachwood because more Jews live 
there.” It’s a different experience for 
younger Jews, and we have a presence 
for them there, which is great that we 
can offer that to them on the west side.
 The other thing that is special is that, 
in many congregations, when Jews go 
through their bar or bat mitzvah when 
they’re 12 or 13, sometimes for them 
and their families, they say, “Well we’ve 
done the Jewish thing now. Off you go 
to college.”
 Because it takes work to be Jewish on 
the west side, our youth group is very 
rich and vital. I have two high school 
age daughters- 15 and 17- and they’re 
in the youth group with many of their 
friends who went through their bar and 
bat mitzvahs who are still affi liating 
and still active, doing all kinds of cool 
things. It’s a really cool feature that you 
may not see in other congregations, who 
are asking, “Please come back, youth!” 
Ours say that they want to be a part of it. 
Not everybody, but a majority of kids, 
who go through all of the training and 
become bar and bat mitzvah, choose 
to stay involved or come back when 
they’re in college and come and visit.
 So, we occupy a unique space which 
we take advantage of. We enjoy being 
a part of this unique culture on the west 
side of Cleveland. And the spectrum of 
Jews on the west side are people who 
grew up pretty secular or people who 
grew up pretty Orthodox. And here they 
are worshiping together which is pretty 
cool.
Plain Press: And you’re still making 
bar and bat mitzvahs, which sounds 
encouraging.
Pres. Wright: Yes, I think so. We’re 
pretty small but very vibrant. But 
we’re small - a more traditional con-
gregation has an executive director, 
various paid staff at various levels, 
Chief Rabbi, Assistant Rabbi. We have 
just the rabbi. We have a board. But we 
have a lot of volunteers who teach in 
religious school - they’re all volunteer 
except the woman who leads religious 
education. Volunteers around ritual, 
volunteers maintaining the building, for 
security - those are volunteer positions. 
When people join, not everyone gets 
involved on that level, but we have a 
core of committed volunteers who are 
really close to the temple, and have to 
learn about the operations, because they 
are sustaining it. I think that’s a unique 
culture that we have.
Plain Press: Any thoughts on the cur-
rent state of affairs?
Rabbi Lader: Well. Yesterday, there 
was a credible threat that came through 
the FBI for the congregations in New 

Jersey. So, when we hear about it in 
one place, it affects all of us around 
the country. The rise in anti-Semitic 
remarks and statements and actions is 
really disconcerting. On the one hand, 
it’s diffi cult to talk about. On one hand 
you think if you just stick your head in 
the ground, it’ll all go away.
 But you know very well when I 
pick my head back up, it’s not all just 
going to go away. We have to continue 
to be vocal, to call out people or orga-
nizations when things are not being 
done the right way, when they’re not 
speaking in positive ways, when they’re 
not acting in positive ways. Our own 
congregation has increased security so 
that we have a paid security guard that 
is here every Sunday morning when 
we have religious school and at other 
times when there are a large number of 
people in the building. It’s hard - we’ve 
had to spend tens of thousands of dol-
lars on new security windows for the 
lower fl oor. Every single window was 
replaced with shatterproof glass. It has 
been helpful for energy effi ciency, but 
they weren’t put in for that. They were 
installed for security. We used to have 
just a single-entry door in the back, 
and now we have this double door - it’s 
called a “man trap.” If someone comes 
in and we realize they shouldn’t be 
there, they can’t get in. They can’t get 
past that second opportunity to come 
into the building. We have cameras now 
all over the outside of the building to 
show what’s going on in the parking lot, 
in front of the building, the sides of the 
building. It all takes money. There are 
lots of grants from the state to upgrade 
congregational security. It’s so sad that 
that money has to be used for security 
purposes as opposed to being used to 
improve people’s lives. In this case, 
it’s being used, God forbid, for saving 
people’s lives. It’s awful.
 So, we’re glad to have the opportu-
nity to talk with people and to show 
people that Jews are just like everyone 
else: We’re mothers, we’re fathers, we 
have children, we have hopes & dreams. 
We have needs. To dispel the ridiculous 
anti-Semitic remarks that we’re running 
the country. We want to help, and we 
want to join hands with people to make 
this world, our place, our community as 
good as it can be.
Plain Press: Have you experienced any 
direct antisemitism?
Rabbi Lader: I can’t say that I have, 
thank goodness. Years ago - 25 years 
ago - someone either across the street or 
a drive by, someone shot into the build-
ing, into the sanctuary. The rabbi at the 
time came in, realized that there were 
holes in the windows and looked up and 
saw holes in the walls. The police were 
called, the FBI was called. Everything 
was taken down, but we never found out 
how it was done.
 But what did happen was that the 
community came together, Jews & 
non-Jews, with a service for our con-
gregation to show community support. 
That was tremendously helpful at the 
time.
 Last week, we commemorated the 
fourth anniversary of the shooting at the 
Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh. 
Four years ago, the week after that, on 
that Sunday morning, after religious 
school, I came up to make sure every-
thing was OK. There was smoke in the 
children’s library. There was a fi re in the 
building. Thank God, no one was here, 
no one was hurt. The educator & I had 
called the fi re department and like seven 
fi re trucks came. The building was fi lled 
with this noxious black smoke because 
it was an electrical fi re. We brought out 
the Torah scrolls. We kept them in my 
home until it was safe to return. Every-
thing had to be cleaned. 
 But the following week, that Friday, 
we were having a special service for 
Kristalnacht, which recalls the “Night 
of broken glass” in Germany, which 
was basically a state-sanctioned pogrom 
on Jews in Germany: Storefronts were 
shattered, synagogues were burned, 
books were burned. It was awful. And 
with that, we couldn’t be at our own 
building because there had been a fi re.
 I had called the West Shore Unitarian 
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                 PHOTO BY BRUCE CHECEFSKY
Wednesday, November 2, 2022, Happy Dog, W. 58th and Detroit Avenue: Kenny Medrano, Former Director, Participa-
tory Budgeting, District 26, New York City, explains the merits of participatory budgeting. The City Club joined with 
Participatory Budgeting Cleveland (PB CLE) to host a panel discussion on participatory budgeting. 

PB also requires a strong commitment 
from the local government, and without 
support, expectations set by the PB 
process are often not met, according to 
some experts.
 Earlier this year, Ward 12 
Councilwoman Rebecca Maurer, 
elected to City Council after her historic 
defeat of 16-year former Councilman 
Anthony Brancatelli, expressed her 
support of the PB CLE. Cleveland City 
Council President Blaine Griffi n said 
it was a noble concept but would vote 
against it.
 “I do not see how to do this fairly 
and equitably. There will most 
certainly be people who will not be 
able to participate,” said Griffi n back 
in June 2022. “I have concerns about 
inclusiveness and process, not the 
theory or concept.”
 Erika Anthony opened the 
conversation by asking the panelists to 
describe what motivates them to stay 
active in the community. Michelle B. 
Jackson said working for the Obama 
presidential campaign in 2008 and his 
reelection campaign in 2012 brought 
her closer to experiencing municipal 
politics. The experience eventually led 
her to become more civic-minded and 
involved.
 “Democracy is not free,” said 
Jackson. “I want to see the City of 
Cleveland do better. We can elevate 
each other through civic engagement.”
 Medrano cited his experience in 
New York City and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, as a director and volunteer 
working with PB as a motivating factor 
to stay involved with local politics. 
New York City Council eventually 
hired him to facilitate the program 
after serving as a volunteer. It gave him 
a unique opportunity to experience 
civic engagement fi rsthand. 
 “I was a constituent liaison before 
becoming director of budgeting,” said 
Medrano. “PB was my introduction 
to civic engagement. I credit the 
experience with PB for opening the 
door to working with communities.”
 Howse served on the Cleveland 
City Council from 2008 to 2014 and 
represented District 11 of the Ohio 

House of Representatives from 2015 
to 2021 before being reelected to City 
Council last year. She grew up in a 
civic-minded home, where her mother 
served as president of the local street 
block club and precinct committee 
captain. It gave the experienced 
councilwoman plenty of opportunities 
to interact with the community at a 
young age. 
 “I have early memories of handing 
out political fl iers and candidate 
election materials at age six,” she said. 
“Politics is fun.”
 Howse introduced legislation for 
participatory budgeting while in the 
Ohio House. She advocated for $1 
million per house district, and with 99 
house districts in Ohio, her proposal 
topped nearly $100 million. It went 
nowhere. 
 “Our government system is not 
organized for everyday people. We 
need new ideas and concepts to better 
our democracy,” she said. “The worst 
we could do is mess up some money, 
and we just did that.” 
 Howse noted that Cleveland is 
still the poorest district in the state, 
and without help from people in the 
city to change the trajectory through 
proposals like PB CLE, change 
will not happen. Medrano sees the 
participatory budgeting process as 
public money, and the public should 
determine how it gets spent. Jackson 
encouraged the audience and listeners 
to check their website at pbcle.com

 “We want to make it easier for City 
Council members to support us,” said 
Jackson. “We have to show them that 
we have been to every corner of the 
city and that people are saying they 
want this.”
 Audience questions and comments 
included a need to provide equity 
and transparency to the process with 
measurable results and whether to 
use the money for past-due projects. 
Environmental and climate justice was 
suggested as an area to explore with 
PB CLE, in combination with state 
and federal funding, as a priority for 
spending. Howse said people must ask 
for it.

 “Is this what people want? Until we 
go through the process, we will not 
know,” she replied.
 Mayor Bibb released a Rescue & 
Transformation Plan in May 2022, 
which included ten priorities to 
maximize the America Rescue Plan 
& Recovery Act (ARPA) and other 
federal funds coming to the City of 
Cleveland. Included in the plan were 
efforts to stabilize the budget and close 
the digital divide, violence prevention, 
public safety, lead-safe priorities, and 
arts & neighborhood amenities, among 
other investments. Bibb announced the 
creation of a new Center for Economic 
Recovery, with a strategic policy team 
that will engage with Cleveland City 
Council to shape and evaluate ideas 
for ARPA-funded projects that address 
urgent challenges. There was no 
mention of participatory budgeting or 
the PB CLE proposal. 
 A few weeks later, Cleveland City 
Council President Griffi n unveiled 
plans to spend $53 million of ARPA 
funds for home repairs, housing 
assistance, crime prevention and 
response. His rationale was to allocate 
money to help the entire city rather 
than individual neighborhoods. 
 PB CLE organizers want $5 million 
for a civic participation fund, down 
from the $30.8 million they asked 
for last year. The original fi gure 
represented 30.8% of people living in 
poverty. They expect to present a new 
proposal to Cleveland City Council 
early next year. 
 Molly Martin, a member of 
the Cleveland Catholic Worker 
community, director of strategic 
initiatives at the Northeast Ohio 
Coalition for the Homeless, and an 
organizer for PB CLE, is advocating 
for a specifi c policy. A ballot initiative 
is not out of the question if the City 
Council does not support its proposal. 
 “Our coalition started on the 
premise that we want to see PB CLE 
happen for the good of Cleveland,” 
Martin said. “ARPA was meant to 
create the infrastructure so we can do it 
with other public money later.” Adding 
that without the City Council’s support 
of their new PB CLE plan, it may be 
necessary to take the proposal directly 
to the people, “We have seen the ballot 
initiative work in other cities,” she 
said.
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Legal Aid will host its annual meeting with keynote 
remarks from Doctor Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
by Tonya Sams
 The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
will host its 117th Annual Meeting on 
Friday, December 2, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 
at the Renaissance Hotel in downtown 
Cleveland. Legal Aid’s annual event 
will highlight hope, extend gratitude, 
and provide updates on high-impact 
community partnerships and initiatives. 
Additionally, Legal Aid leaders will 
unveil the organization’s new strategic 
plan.
 Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. will 
share refl ections on Legal Aid’s work 
to promote fairness, racial equity, and 
social justice. Dr. Gates is the Alphonse 
Fletcher University Professor and 
Director of the Hutchins Center for 
African & African American Research 
at Harvard University. As an Emmy and 
Peabody Award-winning filmmaker, 
Dr. Gates has produced and hosted 
more than 20 documentary fi lms, most 
recently The Black Church on PBS and 
Black Art: In the Absence of Light for 
HBO. His groundbreaking genealogy 
series, Finding Your Roots, has been on 
PBS for eight seasons.
  Dr. Gates joins a distinguished list 
of past Legal Aid keynote speakers, in-
cluding U.S. Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, U.S. Senator 
Sherrod Brown, and most recently, U.S. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland, who 
have highlighted the importance of civil 
legal aid at past events.
 Legal Aid’s Annual Meeting is a 
chance for philanthropists, community 
members, nonprofi t organizations, and 
business leaders to gather and refl ect on 
Legal Aid’s accomplishments over the 
past year, as well as learn about bold 
new initiatives and plans for the year 
ahead.
 Awards will be presented to out-
standing employees and volunteers who 
demonstrate profound support for Legal 

Aid’s mission. Honorees include:
• The Campaign for Legal Aid Cabinet, 
receiving the Louis Stokes Paragon 
Award. 
• Staff members Corrylee Drozda, 
Esq., Katherine Hollingsworth, Esq., 
Haley Martinelli, Esq., and Deborah 
Petit-Frere, receiving the Claude E. 
Clarke Awards. 
•  Staff member Jennifer Kinsley Smith, 
Esq., receiving the Leadership Award. 
•  Staff member Alexandria Ruden, Esq., 
receiving the C. Lyonel Jones Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
• The Honorable Mary Jane Trapp, re-
ceiving the Volunteer Lawyers Program 
Legacy of Justice Award.
• Mark Dobbins, Esq., Michael Durn-
wald, Esq., Allison Kreiner, MD, 
and Irene Meyerhoefer, receiving the 
Volunteer Lawyers Program Access to 
Justice Awards. 
• Leslie Gentile, Esq., Lydia Gross, 
Esq., and Jennifer Himmelein, Esq., re-
ceiving the Volunteer Lawyers Program 
Community Impact Awards. 
 Founded in 1905, The Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland is the fi fth oldest 
legal aid organization in the United 
States. Serving residents of Ashtabula, 
Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, and Lorain 
counties, Legal Aid staff and volunteers 
secure justice and resolve fundamental 
problems for those who have low in-
comes and are vulnerable by providing 
high-quality legal services and working 
for systemic solutions. 
 Visit lasclev.org/2022Event for more 
details and to purchase Annual Meeting 
tickets. 
 Do you need assistance with a legal 
civil matter? Legal Aid maybe able to 
help. Call 888-817-3777 or visit las-
clev.org/contact for more information.
Tonya Sams is the Development and 
Communications Assistant at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

the results of the study at that time didn’t 
justify lowering the speed limit,” Vargas said.
 In other words, speed studies showed that 
most people were driving at or above the 
speed limit on Franklin Boulevard. Thus, 
residents who wanted the speed limit lowered 
were stuck: because people drove above 
the speed limit on Franklin, the speed limit 
couldn’t be lowered.

Proposed solution:Traffi c
calming and NOACA study

 The solution, Vargas said, was to slow 
traffi c on Franklin through physical roadway 
changes such as traffi c circles and curb bump 
outs that caused drivers to slow down. “The 
strategy is to achieve the fi rst level of traffi c 
calming with this project, and then we’ll 
really have the ammunition to go back to 
ODOT and ask for [the speed limit] to be 
lowered,” Vargas explained.
 Hudecek, who was part of the stakeholder 
committee for the project, explained that it 
was necessary to create “a built environment 
that forces people to drive safer.” He contin-
ued, “The reality is that people go 50 [mph] 
down Franklin all the time, and the only way 
to force them to not go 50 is to build it so that 
they physically can’t go 50.”
 NOACA agreed to do a detailed study 
of the traffi c conditions on Franklin and 
proposed traffi c calming solutions as part 
of their Transportation for Livable Com-
munities Initiative. Residents provided 
feedback on potential road changes over 
three meetings with NOACA between 2017 

and 2018 and were also part of a stakeholder 
committee for the report.  
 “The fi rst public meeting, we were really 
focused on listening to the residents and 
making sure that we understood their expe-
riences traveling along and across Franklin 
Boulevard,” said Andrew Stahlke, one of 
the transportation planners at NOACA who 
worked on the report. “The second meeting, 
we were able to come back with some ideas 
and some potential improvements and pres-
ent them to the public…We took all of that, 
and at the third public meeting [we] proposed 
specifi c recommendations at specifi c loca-
tions up and down the corridor.” 
 NOACA published their recommenda-
tions for Franklin Boulevard in 2019. In 
the report, the agency recommended replac-
ing stop lights at fi ve intersections along 
Franklin Boulevard with traffi c circles and 
installing traffi c circles at two additional 
intersections. Their report said that residents 
strongly supported road changes like traffi c 
circles, curb extensions (extending the curb 
and narrowing the road near intersections 
to slow traffi c), and speed tables (making 
the crosswalk a “gentle” speed bump a few 
inches off the ground, also called a raised 
crosswalk).
 The traffi c circles “will encourage drivers 
to maintain a slower average speed through-
out the corridor,” Stahlke explained. “The 
hope is that vehicular traffi c will slow down, 
and it will also make it a more comfortable 
environment for people to cycle up and down 
Franklin… and for people to walk across and 
walk along as well,” he said.
 “These circles are not optional. You can-
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                  PHOTO BY IAN HEISEY
Sunday, November 6, 2022; Retirement reception for Tim Walters, St. Paul’s Community Church, W. 45th and Franklin: 
Walters shares some words of wisdom as he retires from the role of Outreach Coordinator at St. Paul’s Community 
Church. The new outreach coordinator is Paula Miller.

Cleveland Metropolitan School District gets 
a $20 million grant from MacKenzie Scott
by Chuck Hoven
 At the November 22, 2022 meeting 
of the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District (CMSD) Board of Education, 
Chief Executive Offi cer Eric Gordon 
announced CMSD had received a $20 
million dollar donation from philan-
thropist MacKenzie Scott. Gordon 
said the funds from the donation are 
unrestricted, meaning that the school 
administration and the Board of Edu-
cation can decide how to spend the gift.
 Gordon says his administration 
worked with the Cleveland Foundation 
to set up a “Get More Opportunities 
Fund” in which to deposit the donation. 
He said the fund will disburse $4 million 
dollars a year to offer CMSD students 
some opportunities they wouldn’t have 
had otherwise along with other items on 
the CMSD wish list.  Gordon mentioned 
some possible uses of the funds that in-
cluded international travel opportunities 
for students, paying for drivers’ license 
lessons for students, providing funding 
for accelerator grants, making improve-
ments to the break room for CMSD bus 
drivers, and placing a marque outside of 
East Tech to advertise school activities 
such as plant sales and school plays to 
the public.
 Board Member Anne Bingham 
praised CEO Eric Gordon and his staff 
and the vision of former Mayor Frank 
Jackson for their efforts to improve 
the CMSD which she said contributed 
to being the recipient of the generous 

donation.
 Board Member Robert Heard said 
the two most exciting events during his 
tenure on the Board of Education were 
being chosen as a Say Yes to Education 
school system and this donation from 
MacKenzie Scott.
 Gordon says when he fi rst received 
the call that CMSD would be awarded a 
$20 million dollar donation, he thought 
it was a prank call. He was even more 
suspicious when they called back to 
request the CMSD bank account num-
ber so they could deposit the funds. 
Gordon says he called the Cleveland 
Foundation, and the foundation gave 
MacKenzie Scott a bank account 
number in which to deposit the funds. 
Cleveland Foundation told Gordon the 
donation was legitimate and later called 
to confi rm the funds had been deposited 
in the account set up for CMSD. 
 Gordon says he hopes to involve high 
school students from the CMSD Student 
Advisory Council on the committee that 
decides how the funds will be spent. He 
said students could be asked to answer 
the question “What would you do with 
a million dollars?”
 Gordon says the $20 million dollar 
donation is the largest donation of un-
restricted funds that CMSD has received 
in at least two decades, and maybe in the 
history of the Cleveland school district. 
The donor, philanthropist MacKenzie 
Scott, is the former wife of Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos.

Universalist Church, and they opened 
their doors for us. Members of their con-
gregation, members of our congregation 
had come along with other people, 
and we had this amazing service with 
members of the community around us.  
And actually, the Friday before the fi re, 
we had an Erev Shabbat (Friday night 
service) with people from the commu-
nity who came to show solidarity with 
us. So, we’ve gotten wonderful support. 
It’s tremendously appreciated.
Plain Press: So, you still feel welcome 
in west Cleveland?
Rabbi Lader: Yes, for sure. For sure. 
People have been great. Here in West 
Park, there’s a church walk which they 
had a couple summers ago, and we were 
on their list. We’re at the edge of West 
Park in this section, and they made it 
here. People were disappointed that 
they couldn’t come inside- this was 
during Covid- but we had a presentation 
outside. We’re part of things here and 
appreciate that tremendously.
Pres. Wright: The Rabbi and our edu-
cator, Debbie Chessin, have done a lot 
of work too with interfaith efforts. The 
youth group from the Turkish cultural 
center pre-Covid were very active with 
our congregation. The youth groups 
were active in volunteer projects. We 
have great relationships with the Cath-
olic church, who is our neighbor right 
up the street (St. Mel). So, we do feel 
welcome.
Rabbi Lader: And right before Covid, 
Fr. Doug Koesel, who is the priest at 
Blessed Trinity on Puritas at W. 140th, 
he & I offered a program called, “A 
priest and a rabbi walk into a bar.” 
We met at PJ McIntyre’s. We thought 
maybe 15 people would come and we 
would have a conversation. There were 
close to 80 or 100 people that packed 
the bar that night. This was right before 
Covid. Couldn’t fi t into the restaurant 
area so we had to go downstairs into 
the party room. Thank God everyone 
stayed healthy that night because this 
was Wednesday, and that Friday was 
when Covid struck. It was an amazing 
evening that the two of us stood there, 
and people asked us questions, and we 
responded from a Catholic and Jewish 
perspective. People wanted to know and 
were interested. It was a great evening.
Plain Press: What can Jews do to com-
bat prejudice?
Rabbi Lader: Education, education, 
education. We try to help people on the 
one hand so there’s education, telling 
people who we are and about Judaism 
and Jewish practice. To speak up when 
there are words or actions that are prej-
udicial or anti-Semitic. And to contact 
organizations like the Anti-Defamation 
League to let them know that this is go-
ing on and to seek their help on address-
ing on a larger or more systematic way.
 It’s important to know that we’re not 

only here for ourselves. There’s a Jew-
ish teaching that Rabbi Hillel taught: 
“If I am not for myself, who will be for 
me? If I am only for myself, what am I? 
And if not now, when?” It’s one thing 
to look out for your own community. 
That’s important. But it’s not just for 
ourselves. We’re here to speak out for 
other people and to address prejudice in 
all areas of our community to know that 
we’re in this together.
Pres. Wright: Behind prejudice is fear 
and uncertainty. Jews are two percent 
of the world or less. So, at times in 
uncertainty, it’s easy to whip up people 
over their fear. Unfortunately, that’s a 
factor in the world today. Combating 
prejudice, combating fear by being open 
and being a friend and speaking about 
ourselves and being open to others. 
The diversity of belief in the world is 
inspiring. We have a lot of dialogs with 
people about what it means to have faith 
or struggle with faith. 
 Rabbi has done over the years, “A 
taste of Judaism” which is for people 
who want to explore Judaism for 
themselves and others who are just 
curious about the faith. Especially in 
west Cleveland which has many Irish 
Catholics, they may not have been 
exposed to many Jewish folks. This is 
an opportunity to learn about the faith. 
There are lots of things that people 
believe out of fear that are just not true 
or inaccurate or distortions. The light of 
dialog is something that we value.
Rabbi Lader: Yes. Hatred has no 
home here as the sign out front says, 
which I picked up at a meeting with Fr. 
Doug and other ministers in the West 
Park area.
Plain Press: You’re about to retire. 
What have been your greatest joys 
during your service?
Rabbi Lader: Being present with 
people. I’ve been here for quite some 
time, and we’re not planning on leaving 
after my retirement. But I got to serve 
in various roles. We’ve been members 
here for 40 years, so I’ve known people 
for 40 years.
 Some of my greatest joys have been 
the children of my religious school grow 
up into adults and get married and to 
offi ciate not only their bar mitzvah but 
their wedding and to name their chil-
dren. And sadly, to offi ciate at funerals 
for very long-time friends. But I’ve been 
able to be part of the life of the congre-
gation, which has been wonderful.
 Also, being able to reach out to the 
larger community, to be a Jewish voice 
and Jewish teacher has been wonderful. 
I’ve made a number of friends. It’s been 
great to be a part of this larger commu-
nity and be honored to speak about what 
it means to be Jewish at various aspects 
of Judaism. And the social action work 
of the congregation. There’s always 
the need to do more, but what I have 
been able to do over these past years 

has been to work with a committee to 
apply for and receive an Ohio Histor-
ical marker on the earlier work of the 
congregation to help free Jews from the 
Soviet Union at a time of very diffi cult 
persecution. The marker is called “A 
modern day Exodus.” So, I got to help 
make that happen. I’m very happy and 
proud about that, and God willing, we’ll 
be able to dedicate that marker. It was 
delivered during Covid. We decided to 
do a brick plaza to put around it. We’re 
waiting for those to be delivered so we 
can set and fi nally have a community 
commemoration for it.
Pres. Wright: In addition to repatri-
ation of the Soviet Jewry to the US, 
a young woman who grew up in our 
temple went on to become the first 
female rabbi in America: Rabbi Sally 
Priesand. Many generations of women 
who have come to see her picture on the 
wall have been inspired, including our 
rabbi. As the father of two daughters, 
that’s inspiring to me as well to know 
that, for a small congregation, we have 
punched above our weight in terms of 
history.
Rabbi Lader: Sally was ordained in 
1972. When she celebrated her 40th 
anniversary, she was invited to come 
to Cleveland by one of the larger Re-
form congregations to speak. For the 
Saturday Shabbat service, she came 
here, and was my installing  rabbi in 
2012, to install me as the rabbi here. 
So, there was a homecoming for her. It 
was a tremendous honor. She’s retired, 
but she’ll still serve at High Holy Days 
at congregations who are in need of a 
rabbi. She still speaks. 2022 was the 
50th anniversary of her ordination, so 

she went around the country speaking 
and celebrating. Another rabbi, Rabbi 
Sandy Sasso, who was the fi rst woman 
to be ordained by the Reconstructionist 
movement is also a writer, especially of 
children’s books. So, in honor of Sally’s 
50th anniversary, Sandy wrote a book 
called “Sally Opened Doors.”
Plain Press: Any thoughts about the 
future?
Rabbi Lader: For our congregation, we 
are in a wonderful place. We continue 
to grow, continue to bring in young 
people and families with young children 
as well as older adults who continue 
to seek and fi ll their lives with Jewish 
spirituality and wisdom and hope. We 
have a very strong board. As we change 
leadership, I know that it will continue 
to be as supportive as possible. I have 
four grandchildren. I see a bright future 
as I see their bright smiles and intellect 
and their love of being Jewish. Our 
oldest granddaughter will become a bat 
mitzvah out in California. Our youngest 
granddaughter who is 23 months old 
came to work with me here yesterday, 
and as she left, she said, “Bye, temple!” 
She knows the temple! Her older brother 
does as well. He stood on the bimah with 
his mom during the High Holy Days as 
she was lighting candles for the begin-

ning of our Rosh Hashanah service. It 
was just so precious to see him. Our 
granddaughter’s younger sister is next 
in line. They’re continually involved in 
their congregation and see their Jewish 
lives as something that is very much a 
part of them.
 I look at our students, and I see 
their energy and hope for the future. I 
look at our past students and see how 
they’ve made their way into the world. 
Some of them have become leaders in 
the country. One of them has worked 
for the State department for 30 years 
and was just sworn in as ambassador 
to Kazakhstan. Another person served 
the Obama administration with keeping 
track of anti-Semitism in the world. He 
has retired but continues to speak and 
works for Moment Magazine, which is a 
Jewish magazine where he continues to 
track antisemitism. He keeps us focused 
and sober about how things are. But that 
doesn’t stop us from continuing to be 
hopeful.
Editor’s Note: Plain Press reporter 
Erik Ault interviewed Rabbi Enid C. 
Lader and Beth Israel - The West Tem-
ple Board President Walter Wright for 
this article.
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not avoid them,” Jamison said.

Initial roadway design
 and adjustments

 When the City presented their design 
for Franklin based on the NOACA study, 
residents had serious concerns about the 
traffi c circles. Jamison said that the initial 
city design showed the traffi c circles paint-
ed on the ground, while the NOACA study 
showed sturdier traffi c circles with plants in 
the middle. 
 “Paint is not going to cut it. People are 
just going to be fl ying right through these 
things,” Jamison said. “My initial reaction 
was not good. But to the city’s credit, they 
took a lot of the criticism.”
 The city redesigned the traffi c circles to 
be four inches tall. Vargas explained that the 
traffi c circle still had to permit the passage 
of larger vehicles, like emergency vehicles 
or school buses. “If you make [it] too big, 
then it creates a hazard for larger vehicles,” 
Vargas said.
 The angles of Franklin’s intersections 
created additional challenges. “What we 
found…is that because of the geometry of 
the streets, some of them have skews and 
things like that, just putting something round 
in the middle isn’t going to slow people down 
because they can get around it,” Vargas said.
 The design was a “balance,” Vargas con-

cluded, and the end result was the innovative, 
“oval-shaped” roundabouts being installed 
today. 
 “I was not thrilled about the traffi c cir-
cles…because I didn’t think they were robust 
enough,” Hudecek said. “But seeing them 
live as they’re coming together, I think [it 
will be] interesting to talk to my family on 
Franklin and friends to see how it drives in 
practice.”
 Residents also noted that the speed tables 
recommended by the NOACA study were 
missing in the fi nal street design. At the time, 
the city said that they had no policy for the 
speed tables, so they were excluded from 
the design. The city is now piloting speed 
tables throughout the city and developing a 
comprehensive policy.

What’s next?
 The second phase of construction along 
Franklin will occur next summer. The city 
will assess the effectiveness of the traffi c 
interventions after construction is fi nished, 
Calley Mersmann, senior strategist for transit 
and mobility for the city, said at the fi nal 
preconstruction meeting. That assessment 
will provide the evidence needed to lower 
the speed limit along Franklin.
 Jamison and Hudecek expressed frus-
tration about the ODOT regulations that 
made lowering the speed limit unnecessarily 
complex. “We spent so much money on that 
study and so much money re-doing the road, 
and going back to the initial complaint – we 
were asking for a speed limit reduction from 

the start. That shouldn’t have been that com-
plicated,” Hudecek said.
 The changes to Franklin could be a model 
for traffi c calming initiatives in other parts of 
the city, Stahlke said. Jamison and Hudecek 
expressed hopes that projects like this could 
be implemented in an equitable way. 
 “The bigger part is again fi guring out 
how you give voices to people who need 
it the most … How do we create voices for 
people in Mt. Pleasant, Buckeye, Kinsman, 
and Slavic Village,” Hudecek said, in the 
same way that “well-connected” people on 
the west side were able to do so. 
 Jamison added, “Are we the most worthy 
street to have all this energy and time and 
money spent on our street? Why us?”
 What’s clear is that engagement from 
residents was key to achieving the street’s 
rehabilitation and safety upgrades. If those 
changes are as successful as anticipated, 
say advocates, the next step is ensuring that 
other neighborhoods experience the same 
improvements.
Editor’s Note: Xavier Yozwiak was a par-
ticipant in The Land’s community journalism 
program. The Land is a local news startup 
that reports on Cleveland’s neighborhoods 
and inner ring suburbs. The Land delivers 
in-depth stories that foster accountability, 
inform the community, and inspire people to 
take action. View more stories by The Land at 
www.thelandcle.org  and on social media @
LandofCLE (Twitter) and @TheLandofCLE 
(Instagram and Facebook). 



Plain Press BUSINESS DIRECTORYPlain Press BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIED

Accountant Real EstateAttorneys

Plain Press • December  2022 1 11 1

PLAIN PRESS CLASSIFIED: $10 
for 12 words and 30¢ for each 
additional word. To advertise 
count the words and mail a check 
or money order with your ad to 
the Plain Press, 2012 W. 25th #500 
Cleveland, OH 44113. 

FLEA MARKETS/THRIFTS
ST. PAUL’S THRIFT STORE: W. 
45th and Franklin, Clothing, bric-a-
brac, household items and more. 
Open Wednesdays 1 to 3pm (reg-
ular bargain prices) First Saturday 
of Month: 10 to noon /clothes in 
store and Gym, Clothes $1.00 a 
bag. We supply the bags. All items 
“As Is” condition. Masks Required.

REAL ESTATE
I BUY REAL ESTATE “As Is” condi-
tion? Inherit a house? Call Pat (216) 
324-3934.

SEEKING RENTAL
PROPERTY OWNERS NEEDED:  
If you are a property owner with 
nice, clean, reasonably priced 
apartments, and are looking for 
tenants, please call Jim Schlecht of 
the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless at 216-357-1612.

WANTED
PAYING CASH FOR DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS: Must be sealed, 
unexpired, undamaged. Text/call 
216-220-1506

          PHOTO BY GREG ROSENBERG
Saturday, October 29, 2022; Cleveland Public Theatre’s Día de Muertos (The 
Day of the Dead) celebration, W. 62nd and Detroit Avenue:  This woman marches 
in the Día de Muertos parade. Marchers often wear clothing or jewelry from 
friends or relatives who have passed.

DONATIONS
AMERICAN RED CROSS offers 
an opportunity to donate blood on 
December 8th from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 
MetroHealth, 2500 MetroHealth Drive.
EDUCATION
ESPERANZA THREADS invites you 
to sign up for their free sewing classes 
next year, held at 1370 W 69th St. If 
you’re interested, please email emily@
esperanzathreads.com.
CLEVELAND BOARD OF EDU-
CATION Business Meeting will be on 
December 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Warner 
Girls Leadership Academy, 8315 Jef-
fries Avenue

FREE MEALS
GRAB AND GO MEALS FOR KIDS: 
Monday thru Friday from 3-5 p.m. at 
all Cleveland Public Library locations.

HEALTH
NEIGHBORHOOD FAMILY PRAC-
TICE is offering walk-in or scheduled 
vaccine appointments at all seven com-
munity health center locations. To reg-
ister call 216-281-0872 for assistance.
FLU VACCINES are available on 
Mondays and Wednesday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at McCafferty Health Center 
4242 Lorain Avenue. No appointment 
is necessary.
COVID-19 VACCINES for those 
age 12 and older are available on 

COMMUNITY BOARDCOMMUNITY BOARD
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to 4 p.m. at McCafferty Health Center 
4242 Lorain Avenue. No appointment 
is necessary. Children under age 18 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.
COVID-19 VACCINES for those 
ages 6 -11 available on Mondays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at McCafferty 
Health Center 4242 Lorain Avenue. 
No appointment is necessary. Children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.
MONKEY POX VACCINES are 
available on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at McCafferty Health Center 
4242 Lorain Avenue. No appointment 
is necessary.
ADAMHS Board Releases Coping 
with the Holidays Booklet: The 
Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental 
Health Services (ADAMHS) Board 
of Cuyahoga County is offering 
tips on reducing extra stresses in 
its Coping with the Holidays booklet. 
The booklet is available on the 
ADAMHS Board website at www.
adamhscc.org.  
DEPRESSION AND SESONAL 
AFFECTIVE DISORDER (SAD):  If 
you or someone you love is struggling 
with depression and/or thinking about 
suicide, get help now. The National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-800-

273-TALK (8255) or 988, is a free 
resource, available 24 hours a day 
for anyone who is in suicidal crisis 
or emotional distress. The Crisis Text 
Line is a free 24/7 text line where 
trained crisis counselors support 
individuals in crisis. 
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH 
RESOURCES: Text “Jason” to 
741741 to speak with a compassionate, 
trained Crisis Counselor. Confi dential 
support 24/7, for free. For more 
information on ways to prevent, 
respond, or act against bullying, 
visit stopbullying.org, which is a 
special initiative from the Department 
of Health and Human Services. The 
Jason Foundation is another available 
resource.  The Jason Foundation 
is dedicated to the awareness and 
prevention of youth suicide through 
educational programs that equip youth, 
parents, educators, and the community 
with the tools and resources to identify 
and assist at-risk youth. Many times, 
a young person will exhibit clear 
warnings signs prior to an attempt. 
By knowing the warning signs, and 
knowing how to help, you could save 
a life.  Visit The Jason Foundation’s 
website to learn more about youth 
suicide, the warning signs, and how 
you can help make a difference.  The 
Jason Foundation has never charged 
a school, community, or individual 
for the use of their programs or 
resources.  www.jasonfoundation.com
RECOVERY RESOURCES for indi-
viduals in the State of Ohio impacted by 
alcohol and drug dependance have been 
placed in a comprehensive guide by Re-
covery Village Columbus at Columbus-
RecoveryCenter.com. They have made 
it easy for the community to search for 
rehab programs in the State of Ohio, 
including a comprehensive guide about 
alcohol addiction. Please take a look: 
https://www.columbusrecoverycenter.
com/alcohol-addiction-resource-guide/  
and  https://www.columbusrecovery-
center.com/ohio-rehab/cleveland/

HOLIDAY PARTIES
MAY DUGAN TREE LIGHTING: 
December 1, 5:30 – 8 p.m. Treats, hot 
cocoa, music and singing. Santa will 
be in attendance. Free event. Donations 
welcome.
MIRACLE ON 47TH STREET FREE 
HOLIDAY EVENT: Saturday, De-
cember 3, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. on W. 47th 
Street between Bridge and Franklin. 
Visit with Santa, hot cocoa, The Talking 
Tree, treats, music, gifts, food, holiday 
lights and more. Sponsored by the W. 
47th Street Block Club.
HOLIDAY CIRCLEFEST: Sunday, 
December 4, Noon- 7p.m. at Wade Oval 
in University Circle.
SNOW DAY IN DETROIT SHORE-
WAY: Saturday, December 10 from 
2-6 p.m. in the area surrounding W. 
65th and Detroit Avenue. A FREE day 
of arts-infused festivities for all ages. 
Live outdoor performances; free Kid 
Zone, crafts and holiday photos; check 
out the Capitol and Near West theaters; 
resource fair; free trolley; group run 
to Public Square (costumes welcome) 
and more.
JONES HOME NEIGHBORHOOD 
HOLIDAY SWEATER PARTY: 
Saturday, December 10, 5-8 p.m. at 
Phunkenship Brewery, 3135 Sackett 
Avenue. Mistress of Ceremonies Cleve-
land’s tallest drag queen, Veranda L’Ni. 
For more information contact Rodney 
Lewellen at 216-255-0769 or RODRI-
GO7@sbcglobal.net.

CLEVELAND POLICE CHIL-
DREN’S HOLIDAY PARTY will be 
held on Sunday, December 4th from 
noon to 4 p.m. in the lower concourse 
of Tower City. This year the event will 
not be a closed event and will be open 
to the public, but only the neediest 
children who were previously given 
Golden Tickets will have access to a 
special room to receive a gift. Children 
with a Golden Ticket will also receive 
a free meal at one of the food vendors 
in Tower City. Upon their arrival the 
children with tickets will check in at 
the Golden Ticket booth to receive a 
coupon for their meal. Golden Tickets 
will be dispersed via CPD Community 
Policing Offi cers across the city to the 
neediest kids. Some of the activities 
planned for this year are bouncy houses, 
train ride, Santa visit, balloon clown, 
games, popcorn machine, -- princesses, 
superheroes, mascots --, crafts, letter to 
Santa, face painting, DJ and more.

HOMELESS
IF YOU NEED SHELTER 
contact  Cuyahoga County’s 
Coordinated Intake 
offi ce at 216.674.6700. Hours of 
operation: 8 am – 8 pm, Monday – 
Friday. After hours and weekends 
please call 2-1-1 for an on-call 
Coordinated Intake representative. 
If it is after hours women in need of 
assistance may also go directly to 
Norma Herr Women’s Center, 2227 
Payne Avenue, and staff will assist you 
in contacting Coordinated Intake the 
following day.

LIBRARIES
WINTERLAND STORY STATION 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
December 6-22 from 2-3 p.m. at 
Cleveland Public Library branches. 
The libraries will have holiday themed 
take and make activities, classic 
movies, cookbooks for a holiday 
recipe, or create agift with our maker 
equipment and new Cricut® machines.
JEFFERSON CAMPUS OF THE 
CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
sponsors the Tremont Think & Drink 
Book Club. The December meeting will 
be on Monday, December 12 at 7 p.m. at 
Lincoln Park Pub, 2609 W. 14th Street.  
The December Book for discussion 
is  Rogues: True Stories of Grifters, 
Killers, Rebels and Crooks by Partick 
Radden Keefe. The January meeting 
will be at the same location at 7 p.m on 
January 9th. The book for January is The 
Nineties by Churck Klosterman.

PETS
CAT FOOD: Make your own cat food. 
For more information visit: https://
catinfo.org/making-cat-food/

RECREATION
FREE MONDAYS AT THE ZOO: 
On Mondays*, the Zoo is FREE for 
residents of Cuyahoga County and 
Hinckley Township. To confi rm your 
residency, bring your driver’s license 
or state I.D. or a current utility bill 
with your Cuyahoga Cty. or Hinckley 
Twp. address along with a photo ID.

RENT OR UTILITY HELP
MERRICK HOUSE has Prevention, 
Retention, and Contingency (PRC) 
funding available to assist anyone 
with rent or utility payments. Payments 
are limited to $125.00 per house-
hold and will be paid directly to the 
vendor. Interested parties should call 
Merrick House at 216-771-5077 for an 
application.

RESOURCES
STEP FORWARD COMMUNITY 
RESOURCE & EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICE: Visit www.stepforwardto-
day.org to access a variety of resources 
and job opportunities.
HEALTH, HOUSING & HIRING 
RESOURCE FAIR: Saturday, De-
cember 3 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., East 
Professional Center, 1349 E. 79th 
Street: Vaccines, Housing Stability, 
Expungement Consults, Rental & 
Utility Assistance, On-Site Financial 
Coaching, Employment Opportunities, 
Giveaways, Raffl es and Door Prizes. 
To register call 216-474-4472 or visit 
www.helpwithhousing.info. Lunch 
included for those who preregister.
VIRTUAL CAREER FAIR: Decem-
ber 7. Register by visiting: https://
omjcc.easyvirtualfair.com
Open to apply: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Chat 
with employers: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. If 
you have special needs, please contact 
OhioMeansJobs/ Cleveland-Cuyahoga 
County at 216-777-8200.
CLEVELAND READS KICK-OFF 
CELEBRATION: Saturday, December 
17, Noon – 3 p.m., Public Auditorium, 
500 W. Lakeside Avenue: Distribution 
of 50,000 books provided by the Cleve-
land Teachers Union and American 
Federation of Teachers, entertainment, 
authors, raffl e prizes and family-friend-
ly activities.

UTILITIES
STEP FORWARD LOW-INCOME 
WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(LIHWAP) assists eligible residents 
with water and wastewater bills. El-
igible residents must be at or below 
175% of the federal poverty guideline, 
have a disconnection notice or have 
been disconnected, in the process of 
establishing new service, or paying to 
transfer service. (Residents with a cur-
rent medical certifi cate on fi le with their 
utility are ineligible to receive LIHWAP 
until their certifi cate expires). To apply 
for the program schedule an appoint-
ment by calling 216-350-8008 or visit 
stepforward.itfrondesk. (select Winter 
Crisis to schedule an appointment). 
Appointments are available Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Walk-ins will not be accepted.
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CHOOSE
…and gives you 30 options.

CMSD lets you

YOUR HIGH SCHOOL

C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

One size doesn’t fit all, especially when it 

comes to high schools. 

The Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

gives families  options, so they can find the 

high school that best fits their student’s 

interests and passions. Arts, STEM, career 

tech, early college and more. 

Students who are continuously enrolled 

in a CMSD high school and live in the City 

of Cleveland or District from ninth grade 

to graduation receive a Say Yes tuition 

scholarship to college or career training.

To learn more about high school choice and make 
selections, go to ChooseCMSD.org or call 216.838.3675


